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PREFACE. 



IT was 0ur intention, agreeably to the intimations toe haw g^ven 
Readers^ to have closed our political labours with the present 
uohune; but the solicitations of friends^ partial to those opinions we 
have long been in the habit of inculcating and defending, have iw 
duced us to continue the work. In compliance, however, with the 
miggestions of some of its warmest supporters, the following al- 
terations will take place in its future arrangement. 

The articles of Foreign and Domestic Intelligence, 
with which the public are acquainted from the doilt^ or weeklii 
Journals, will in future be omitted, with the exception of important 
State Papers, and extracts on topics the most interesting to the 
public welfare, which may on that account be deemed worthy of 
freservatiom 

The Parliamentary Debates, unhappily, on account of 
the low estimation in which the public characters of the majority of 
the debaters in administration and opposition, are held by the 
public, exciting, comparatively speaking, but little interest, will 
therefore be discontinued. The most interesting fopics which may 
engage the attention of the two houses, will^ however, be adverted 
to in our General Review of Public Affairs, which will 
be continued as usual. Occasional extracts from the most interest* 
img speeches, will likewise be given, 

A Review of publication relating to the grand subjects of 
POLITICAL, c|viL, and religious liberty, will occupy a 
considerable portion of this work; and we frankly inform our 
readers, that we shall deem it an important part of our duty to 
watch, mart particularly, the publications on these subjects pro* 
ceedingfrom what is called the religious world, and to warn that 
tlass of our timid but often well meaning countrymen, in the 
established church and amongst the various denominations of diS' 
oenters, who are too apt to resign their judgments to the direction 
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of Priests, or to mm of a priestly disposition, against the fatal erron 
— 1%at an indifference to the rights given them by the great 
Creator, and confirmed to them bp the Constitution of their 
country, is to he considered a mark of vif al Christianity ; — that 
aef^ility, corruption^ bribery: the love of war, pillage, confla* 
gration, and wholesale massacre, are to 6e apologised for under 
the wretched pretence thmt our common parent has created ua 
all radically, and to the heart's core, utterly vitiated: — and that 
an indulgence of pulAic vices, at least,* may be allowed, pleaded for, 
and covered, under the cloak of an evangelical profession ! 

A considerable part of this work will also be devoted to scarce 
tfntf VALUABLE treatises, and Extracts from the hestwritera 
^on the subjects of Government, the Constitution of our coumtfy; 
Civil, and Religious Liberty 8^, Some important hints respeet-' 
ing this department have been dropped, and valuable assistanoe of" 
feted, by a correspondent to whom we are already under great and 
repeated obligations.^ ^ 

If our Readers expect an enlargement under the head of OniGU 
IIAL Correspondence, we must request the favour of their «#- 
sistance. Many of them are we know, well able to support the 
respectability of that department of our Miscellany: and we trust 
they will not be inattentive to the hint now suggested. 

Biographical Memoirs of illustrious persons. Anec- 
dotes, &c. will be occasionally inserted. 

The continuance of this work will depend on the encouragtaneM 
it may receive. We acknowledge we are neither very sanguine nor 
tery anxious respecting its increased circulation, — Such is the state 
of degeneracy in which the majority of all parties in the state 
and in the church, appear to be sunk, we have very slender 
hopes, that peaceable reformation will be the happy lot of thie 
country. The more enlightened, however, the people are, the more 
will they be prepared for that awful revolutionary state, that we 
fear awaits them, and which we most ardently pray may prove Use 
calamitous to Britain than it has to so many nations en the eon» 
tinent* 

B. R 

Harlow, Jan. S9« 1811. 

♦ S«c Pol. Rer. Vol VUL p. 4W. 
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PARLIAMBNTART PROCEEDINGS. 

' Siate of the Nation. In the Supplementary Number of oer last 
Volume, we gave a detailed report of the debate on Lord Orey's 
motion for-^'* An address to bb Majesty on the State of the Nation/' 
considering it, on account of the various objects it comprised, and 
the quarter from whence it originated, as the most important de* 
l>ate that occurred in the upper house during the late session, and 
well deserving the serious attention of the people, more particularly 
'at a period in which they^are assembling to consider the subject of 
public abuses, and the most suitable and effectual means of reform- 
ing them. We now beg leave to refer our resders to the principal 
points discussed, by which we shall discover the sentiments of the 
tioble mover, and of that party in the state of which. he is considered 
as one of the chiefs, and who, should a change of ministers take 
place, are not without hopes of succeding them in the direction of 
our national afiairs. 

We have now been engaged in war with France for eighteen years 
past, with the exception of a short mterval of about as many 
months* Our national debt has been doubled and our taxes trip^ 
pled ; and yet every succeciding year has found us at a greater dis- 
tance from any of the objects of the war, the attainment of which 
ministers have at different periods so positively declared to be juut 
and necessary. At the commencement of the contest one of our 
present ministers. Lord Liverpool, who had just entered his poli- 
tical career, fresh from the school of his tutor Pitt, was so flushed 
vrith hopes of conquest, that he seriously proposed the British forces 
should at once invade France, and immediately " march to Paris,* 
which capital he doubted not would surrender, almost without resis- 
tance, to the triumphant army. Whilst descanting on the state of 
France, and on the balance of power, his lordship, with the spirit 
of prophecy, assured his sage, listening and admiring auditors, in 
the bouse of Commons, that — ** France was in so deplorable a sit ua- 
" tioD, that no change of cWemmskmus amid ever render her a for- 
A 
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^ midable rival; and therefore the only power on the coDtment !• 
" be dreaded was — Russia." On this extraordinary prediction 
we cannot better express our sentiments than in the language of a 
sensible and welliuformed writerp. whose attention has been con* 
stantly turned to the tremendous series series of events which have 
taken place during the above mentioned period. 

** Since this exhilarating prophecy was pronounced, eighteen 
*' years have elapsed — eighteen years of national calamity, fruitful 
" ill loss of money, loss of life, and loss of honour. France, who 
" was then m so deplorable a eituation^ that no change of circum" 
*' stances cotdd ever render her afotmidable rival, — is now mistress 
" of the continent ; and all Lord Liverpool's exertions, and Mr. 
" Pitt's exertions, and tlie Marquis Wellesley's exertions, 
" and even Mr. Perceval's exertions have only tended to exak 
" France and debase Europe, — and instead of Kussia being the only 
" power to be dreaded, every man of common understauding, (w^k 
" do not ii:ean either Lord Liverpool, or Mr. Perceval, or 
** Mr. YoRKB, or Mr Lbthbridgb, or any such men) knows 
** well that Russia never has been nor ever can be, — at least for 
** centuries to come, — a power to be dr^^ded at all. — Here, then, 
'' is a noble specimen of the political sagacity of a follower of the 
'' ' immortal Pitt,' — of a man who is now selected by hb Sove- 
*' REIGN as a fit person to direct the energies of the state in thb 
** hour of trial, — and for whose * unheard-of services' that Sove- 
" reign has most graciously rewarded him with divers sinecures and 
*' places, ' too numerous/ as the mountebank quack has it, to 
" mention on this occasion. To see a military despot lording it 
" over the continent, and threatening England, is indeed sufficiently 
^ alarming ; but when we also perceive, that to oppose the wily 
*' conqueror we have a government composed of Lords Liv er* 
" pool, Wbllbslby, and Camden, and Messrs. Ryder and 
" Yorkb, headed by Mr. Perceval, — our terrors want words.*^ 

Since this comment on Lord Liverpool's prediction was written^ 
the Emperor of the French has completely unmasked his designs 
respecting Holland, and has desti'oyed the last vestige of the inde- 
pendence of the United States by incorporating them with the 
French Empire. What will these ministers now say, who once so 
absolutely pledged his Britannic Majesty's word, that, '* he 
'* would never consent t6 see the Flembh Netherlands a part of 
" France ;" confidently predicting, at the same time, the ruin of 
Britain, as the certain consequence of such an addition to the 
French empire. To contemplate the present state of that empire, 
the late tremendous addition, and the too probable effects of thc^ 

♦ Morning ChronUUf Jultf 11, 1810. 
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hcnteed power and resources both oaval and military of France* 
may well inspire those *' terrors'' in the miods of reflecting Britons, 
which •• words" cannot sufficiently express. 

Gloomy as the prospect undoubtedly is, on viewing tite power of 
our enemy, ^nd tlie talents and principles of our cabinet, that 
prospect, we are obliged to confess, is not materially brightened, 
when we contemplate the principles and senthnents of their chief 
opponents in the senate, who, notwithstanding the tremendous 
aspect of afiairs, are, it is somewhat sus)iected, casting a '* longing 
lingering look,'' on those places of which they once obtained a 
abort possession, and the re-possesston of which they would fain 
persuade us would be much for the national advantage. Lord 
Orey, who appears at all times anxious to convince the public of his 
per^t congeniality in sentiments and views with Lord Orenville, 
in his speech on the state of the nation, after lamenting the absence 
of his noble friend, proceeded to discuss the subject of the war. 
" I leaf,'' said his lordship, *' that although the country, stands iif 
«« much need of repose, it has by the measures which have been 
^ porsued, and the consequences which have resulted from the 
** system of its government, been brought into that situation, as 
^ not to allow the acquisition of such relief to depend upon our* 
** selves. I fear that from the causes I have stated, we are reduced 
«* lo the dilemma either that it is not in our power to obtain peace 
'^ at all, or that if attainable, it would be without those securities 
** with which it only could l>e valuable. If I saw any indisposi- 
*^ tioB on the part of hb Majesty's ministers to accede to any rea- 
<< aoaable and justified course, calculated to procure such a relief 
** for the country, there would be no man more forward than 
** myself to arge them to a better policy. — But believing that a 
** proponti&n of that nature, proceeding from this country, would 
** oni^ he appreciated by the enemy as a proof of' our weakness or 
** omr fears, that it would tend rather to remove than approximate 
^ the object, and having no reason to presume any indisposition on 
•* the part of ministers to peace itself, if properly attainable, Ida 
**feel thai there at present exists no necessity for your lordships 
<' to interfere on that subject /" Viewhig the principles and con- 
duct of the Emperor of the French, and considering him as 
** prompted by all those influences which sway the human heart to 
^ look to, as his most desirable object — as that in which all his 
** passions are concentred, and to which all his designs are directed 
<# — the overthrow of Great Britain," his lordship adds — " // is 
*^ from such impressions, and because I feel their strength and cer- 
** tainty, that I can never consider the restoration of peace, when- 
<< sver such an event shall Iwppen, in any other light but as a 
^ preparation far a rennqfd of the contest r 
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On ^19 declaration of Lord Grej we beg leaw to ramark, io \hf 
first place, that whatever blame the Pitt admioiatratioiit and their 
disciples the present ministers may have incurred ; however despicable 
their general system respecting the afiairs of the continent may have 
been, w^.do not believe the. system pursued by the Orenville and 
Grey administration to have b^en materially difierent. Thar con- 
duct in the war does not appear to have been marked with either 
superior wisdom or energy to that of their successors ; and as to 
oegbciation« it is scarcely possible Uuit any set of men should bhm* 
der more egregiously, or more sadly neglect a golden opportu« 
t^ity of restoring peace to Britain and to Europe^ thaa the Iwasled 
Whig cabinet. Lord Grey at the time the rupture of the negocia« 
tion with France was discussed in the houee of cconmons, stated as 
his *' firm belief, that had not death removed his right lion, friendi 
*' Mr. Fox, we shouM not now have to lament the difficulties and 
^' distresses of a state of warfare.'' We wondered that his losdshii^ 
was not called upon by some member of the senate for an etpla>^ 
nation of this statement ; and that tbe reason was not demanded-^ 
Why the pacific measures of Mr. Fox were not persevered in f 
The wretched mistakes of the Grenville administration were ex>» 
posed by Lord Yarmouth, who had been employed in the ne^o*' 
ciatioo ; and still more forcibly by Mr. Whitbrrao. The former 
|;ave it as hb opinion, that " ministers had thrown aside a peac^ 
** ofl^red them upon highly adtontagefntB terms, and had resisted 
*^ for two objects, (the restitution of Sicily to its former sovereign. 
** and the restoration of Daln^itia to Russia,) neither of wkkh 
** could be considered as genuine British objects." The latter ax^ 
plicitly declared, that '* he had no doubts of the sincerity of Fraao« 
« in her professions throughout the negociation ; that be did not 
•* give any credit to the duplicity charged against the enemy on the 
<« subject : that he thought peau mght have been ohiained Oft 
** terms consistent with ihe honour and interests of this country, 
'* and under existing circumstances, comptUHU perhaps with the 
*« tran^illity of Europe." — Neither Lord Grey, nor any of hit 
coadjutors attempted to answer Mr. Whitbread, on which Mr. 
Canning *' expressed his surprise that a speech of such distio^ 
<' guished ability as that the house had just heard, should havii 
'< been passed unnoticed by any of his Miyesty's nrinisters: that 
'^ upon a subject in which the honour and character of the country 
<« was so much concerned, they should make no endeavour to vin* 
<< dicate their conduct against the attack of their enemies abroad 
<< and their friends at home ; that instead of even making the at' 
** tempt they should sit still in dumb despair!"* The mayoritier 

» Pol Rev. Vd. L p. uviii. 110-113. 
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•f Ike hotift of Contmons were, boweveiPt as complaiMiit to Lord* 
GrtoviHe aiMi Orey^ as tbey hud before been to Mr. Pitt and LorA 
Sidmoutb, and as Ibey have since been to tbe Duke of Portland and 
Mr. Perceva); and instead of censyring tbe conduct of those miuN 
sters who bad so wantonly thrown away an oppoi'tunity of making 
peace upon honourable and advantageous terms, and who so heed- 
lessly re-plunged us in aH the expences, crimes, and horrors of war, 
gate tbem their entire approbation : — an address in tbe usual adula- 
tory style passed witbont a division^ 

The system of taxation pursued under tbe Orenville and Grey 
mdmtnistration was likewise similar to that of thehr predecessors, and 
successors. One mekncboly instance wi)l be sufficient to prove tbe 
triilh of our assertion. That most vexatious and oppressive of aD 
▼exattous and oppressive taxes — the horrible income tax, and 
which had been severely reprolKited by the feaders of oppositioi»-«r 
that very tax was, under their adasioistration, doubled. Guff 
present ministers, as well as the nation ia general, have, therefore, a 
right to ask Lord Grey, why the cahimitous state of the nation is to 
be ascribed solely to the measures of Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Perceval t 
To Lord Grey and his eoac^ntors, a proportionate share of blama 
is jiistfy to be attributed. 

Bat what most confirm the opinion of our countrymen, that the 
systeov of tbe diibient administrations are not very dissimihir, is 
the language of Lord Grey, just quoted ; bis perceivmg ** no indis* 
*' position on the part of hb Mi^ty's ministers to accede to any 
** teasooaUe and justified course" calculated to restore peace — bis 
approbation of Uievr declining to make any overtures — his assertion 
that there exists no necessity for the bouse to interfere on the sub- 
ject/' and above all, his hostile declaration — *' that the restoratkia 
'' of peace, whenever such an event shall happen, ought not to be 
*' considered in any other light but as a preparation for the renewal 
" of the contest T Mebmcholy indeed is it to refid such language 
from one who for many years stood foremost in the ranks of tbe op< 
posers of war, and the friends of negociaiion. The horrid princijAe 
of BTEBNAL WAR was never more loudly proclaimed either by Pitt, 
Burke^ or any of tbe most violent, furious, war-loving statesmen in 
cither boose of parliament. We will venture to affirm that should 
atatesmeo in general make such shocking prmciples a rule of ac- 
tion, it is impossible there should be any lasting peace for our own 
country, or for Europe in general. It is indeed somewhat surpri- 
sing, that if statestnen really entertain such principles, motives of po- 
licy do not prevent an avowal of them to the world ; such an avow- 
al beii^ notbing less than an unblushing display of their own hypo* 
cmy. We tremble for the consequences of such frantic conduct* 
Sboold the French Emperor Ukt Lord Grey at his word, aod con«^ 
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(Afer hb lonbhip as proclahniag Hie real sentiments of minister^ 
win be not prepare himself accordingly ; and being assured that the 
fttlcra of this country consider ** the restoration of peace, wheneTer 
^ it shaH happen, but as a preparation for the renewal of the con*' 
^ test/' will he not treat them, as opportunity may offer, as hypo^ 
cntes» signing solemn treaties for the mere purpose of deception I 
And will ihey not justly merit such treatment 7 

Lord Grey has, however, no right to use such hinguage. Is hia 
lordship certain that motives of policy may not induce the Emperor 
if France to remaio at peace with surrouifding nations ; or that he 
anay not sincerely desire a state in which he may be the better aUe 
to consolidate h^ power, and promote the internal prosperity of 
f laBcel — Will bis lordship venture to assert, that in the principal 
pointa of difierence between the two countries, Britain has not 
bectt the aggressor? The speeches of bis lordship in which be has 
irpeatedly condemned the system which produced both the last aad 
llie present war are on record; although at the time they were ut- 
tered, it must be acknowledged, he was not quite so intimate with 
Us ^ noble friend" Lord Qrenville, as he has been for some time 
past, nor was he tlie panegyrist of the principles and characters of 
those " great men now no more," — Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Wini>ham I 

It is now but too apparent that the country has no brighter pros* 
pect of peace from the admtnistratton of LocdsGRBNViLEB and 
Grey, than from that of Mr. Perceval and Lord Liverpool. In- 
deed the latter have not^ during the lale session of parliament, used 
iueb incautious language as that we have qooted, and we question 
whether the regard they have for thehr places, will not prevent 
them Irom adopting, or at least from avowing such principles of 
action. 

This topic demands the most serious attention of our count ryinen; 
and we cannot but express a wbh that, at Iheir public meetings, 
they would pass resolutions expressive of thein opinion, and present 
petitions to hb Majesty on the subject of pbacb. In what an 
ungracious situation is this country plaaed, owing to the pride and 
folly of our statesmen ? Ail the overtures for peace during the pre- 
sent war have been first made on the part of tlie enemy. Our states- 
men liave not only rejected tlicse overtures, but, some of themr at 
least, have given pretty broad hints that tliey do not mean to negociata 
with sincerity! Ought not the people on such an occasion to de- 
clare their sentiments in the same free, constitutional, and dignified 
manner^ as they have recently declared them on other important 
points? That national desideratum, a Reform of Parliament, 
csin, after all that has been said on the subject, he considered only 
as a grand andefiectual mean to produce grand and beneficial ends; 
and if the people do not cultivate sentiments and feelings of peace» 
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and «f josliee (owardi other natioiii, even a fiiir «ad an ttpai re- 
pmeotatioB io tiie senate will l>e of IslUe avail. 

The extended power and iofliieDce of France, is thns described 
bj Lord Grey, ** France is now inistreis of tbe continent : thait 
" dominion which under Lewb the fourteenth, she so actively but 
" iueffectually strutted for, she has now acquired : the indedea- 
" deuce of Europe b lost ; the t>alaiice of power destroyed : Rusoa 
^ incapable longer to oppose, is made wholly subservient : iht 
" hordes of Italy, and Germany are now ap|K>inted to recruk tbeir 
*' numerous armies, whilst France has at her disposal the meaav of 
*' ail tbe fuarilime powers of Europe : in addition to all these meant 
** tbe acquisition of the Spanish Peninsula is too probable." Tbia 
description b as just as it is awivl ; and what renders it still moia 
avful is the reflection, that not the united abilities and exertions 
of all tiie cabinets of Europe have been able to arrest France la 
faer victorious and triumpliant career. The f^eat question tbere- 
fore which ought seriously to engage tbe attention of our nileta 
and of our countrymen is — Wlmt course ousht Britain to pursua 
Air ber own preservatioa ? — That the vast, gt^ntic, aad unwieldy 
empire of France, wiU continue in Its present state for any leagtk 
of years we have our doubts : that it would ever have arrived at 
that state bad it not been for the iojusdce, and the foUy of those wbe 
were the oiigiaal aggressors, who pronoimced France for ** ever 
^ iocapabk of being a formidable enemy," we do not believe. The 
experience of eighteen years, the waste of millions of lives, and 
of hundreds of millions of property, the ruin of stains, kingdoma 
and empires in the fruitless contest, nmst surely convince everj 
man whom God has not in his judgment given up to a spirit of 
jufatuation, of the truth of a sentiment we inculcated in the first 
iuifflber of this work — a sentiment we have since frequently re- 
peated, and which we again repeat, but of thetruVh of which neither 
our rulers nor our countryaien, after all their dear bought expe« 
fieoce appear to be yet fully convinced : — ** That ail attempts of 
** tbe di^^rent powers of Europe to abridge by force of arms the 
** pomet of France, will to the'confusion of the parties concerned^ 
** terminate in its increase/' — Do not therefore the nutional welfare^ 
and safety, depend on our pursuing a course diametrically oppo- 
jile 7 Is it not equally our duty and our raterest to seek peace end 
ftnmte it ? Let us not be told of the injustice and the rapacity of 
France, till we have offered such reasonable terms of peace» as 
oiay seciu-e to us tbe possession of our dominions, and our trade ; 
SBcfa terms France has repeatedly offered: and until we show 
a dl^MMitioa equally amicable; — unless we make overtures to 
ibat power whose overtures we have so frequently and unreason- 
ably rejected^ we have no rational prospect of success, or of obtain* 
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itg the fiiftMir aad fneadsbip of heaven. U it ontjr by i^ retani ti> 
the paths of reason, equit j» asd justice ; by onlfivating a spirit of 
peace abroad, and by reformation at borne, that we can expect 
an amelioration of our national aflfoirs, or the protection and Mess- 
ing of the o&SAT governor ov nations I 

It is impossible that in the studied, and prepared speeches of a 
•tatesman, possessing the talents and experience of Lord Grey,' 
there should not be various observations deserviiig the serious at- 
tention of his auditors : the renurks respecting the *' $ix hundred 
'^* vemrs of pditical mismanagement in Ireland, of the increased 
^ influence of the crown," and on various other topics^ our minis* 
ters would do well to profit by : but alas I the force of his brd- 
ship's admonitions is much weakened by the insmuations thrown 
out against those who have, without any apparent view of procuring 
cither place, pension, or emolument from the pubKc, been as8i« 
dttously endeavouring to inculcate and enforce similar admonitions. 
Whom does his lordship mean by *' those ySmct/ai/ tkeorista whose 
«* lengths he cannot go, who deny the due legitimate influence of 
<'lhe crown to a certain extent!" We are persuaded he cannot 
point out ^ny such persons amongst those who have been conspi* 
cuous in the cause of national reform. Are the complaints of his 
loitlship respecting the ** six hundred years mismanagement of (re- 

« land," are his frequent and energetic remonstrances against thfc 

numerous acts of tyranny practised under the Pitt administration 
to l>e at all reconciled with the broad assertion in the speech under 
consideration? — " I must do this justice to all admiuistratious for 
«« a number of years past to observe that there has been n0 dispth 
'* 9iti&H en the part of ASY ofthbm to stretch their p&wer #• 
•* «n extent which could render it burdeneome to the people T' la 
it possible for his lordship or any of his friends to reconcfle these 
gross inconsistencies! 

That part of his lordship's speech wUch affbrds equal, if not 
incieased dissatisfaction with those parts we have already noticed 
h towards the dose, when touching on the great topic of parlia- 
mentary Reform, a«d which comparing with what be has so re- 
peatedly and energetically urged ii the lower house, we cannot 
helpexclaiimng-— '' Oh! what a Ming off is there!" One might 
reasonably have supposed that the events of the past ten yean 
woirid have confirmed his lordship in bis opinion of the necessity 
of a radical refomi, — such a reform we mean as he proposed to 
the bouse of Commons a few years since: instead of which we 
find that " his opinions on the subject had undergone some change ; 
« and he confessed that to go the full extent of hb original ideas 
« would be too much: a more limited reform woidd be more pro- 
** bable. If he had ever said that without a Parliamesttarjf R^ 
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^form no admhtstration could act uHfullyfor the country, that 
*« OPINION HB MUST NOW RBTBACT : be thougfat if ministers 
** had sufficient power, even as the house of Comrnone was now 
** compoeed, tbal tbey might do every thing that was required for 
'* the good of the country ; but to do so they must possess thq 
** confidence of the people, and the confidence of the crown ; for 
'* without the latter as well as the former they could not act with 
^ full effect, but must be subject to every obstruction."* 

So then, after all his lordship's professions during the past twenty 
ycant, — after his repeated assertions respecting the absolute neces- 
sity of Parliamentary Reform, it at last turns put that tlie only end 
proposed by such Reform is, that the ministers for the time being 
may have sufficient power in the two houses, so that they may do 
every thing they think proper for what they term « the good of 
•* the country;*' and that if they have the confidence of the crown, 
and of the people, so that they can ** act with full effect, and with* 
** oat obstmctlon,'' Parliamentary Reform will not be necessary ! 

In answer to thb miserable apology for apostasy, those who 
so kmg looked up to his lordship as one of the firmest firiends of 
ParUamentary Reform, have a right to demand — What is here meant 
by the word " confidence?' How b that confidence procured ? Is 
it not eas^ to point out various periods in the Englbh history, 
•when ministers too successfully employed the corrupt means which 
the present system at all times places in their hands, to gain the 
•' confidence of both the crown and the people?" Has his lordship 
totally forgotten the many warnings he has given the people against 
imposing a blind implicit confidence in ministers? Has not a consi- 
derable part of his political life been spent in strenuously opposing 
the measures of an adminbtration the leader of which appeared for 
many years to possess the unbounded confidence of the King, the 
two houses of parliament, and the people at large ? — Did not that 
administnition act with '' fucl effect l^^-Did not all the mea- 
0ure8» of the despotic, profligate, and abandoned minister alluded 
to, (Lord Grey's *' great roan, now no more"), a minister, who, to 
use the energetic language of Mr. Fox, " wasted more lives in 
** foreign wars, than that ambitious, unprincipled despot. Lot; 19 
«*' XIV. — and who aimed at more innocent lives at home, than 
'' Hbnry VIII.''— Did not all hb wasteful, extravagant, tyrannical, 
live the sanction of large and triumphant 
•t the people in general, throughout the na- 
or the supine spectators of all these scenes 
Did not Lord Grey and the leaders of the 

port of the above speech frdm the paper corv* 
d and panegyrist : — the Mormv(* ChranicU. 
VOL. vijt. 
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party with whom lie acted, make use of every meam m Acir power 
to Of en the eyes of the Kipg> Iho-two houses of parliament, and the 
people at large, respecting the gros? corruptions and delustens so 
Jong practised, and to dissuade theip from any longer reposing luch 
implicit confidence ] Was not sMcb confidence urged as an a4di» 
iional and powerful argument to enforce the absolute necessity of 
^ Reform of abu^s '9 g^^cHil, and of a ParliamentBiy Inform ift 
particular 1 If Lord Grey was net. during the whole of th^t pe- 
riod, acting the part of a finished hypocrite, practising tha^ gross 
deceptiow wulij which he chared Mr. Pitt, his bnguage, and hjs 
fondMct affowl a full refvtation of the wretched opioi^qp which 
hav^ so recently, aijd so.unbappilaf escaped him. 

Lord Grey has thought proper lo retract the opinion he so Jong 
majptained— " That without a Parliamentary Reform no mipisUjr 
"/sonW wrt usefully for the country/; His loidsliip 19 eo doing 
4ad np doubt a memorable precedent ip his eyc,--the. •' grp^t man 
" now no more," who once declared to the people of Englaftd-*- 
«< Without a Parliaiuentary Beform, you caqnot be s^fe agwst bad 
" minister?, uor can even good ministers be of use to you. No ho- * 
•^ nest nian cfWi tccordmg to the present system* continue minister." 
A seal m the cabinet, and the sweeU of office, appear to have eflfec- 
ted a conversion in both instances. A* Ihe gr^ and most convin- 
cing argument for the necessity of Parliaroenlary Reform i^ aban- 
doivrd by his lordship, it matters little what opinions he may either 
n?tain or retract on this subject ii^ future. As to his general profea^ 
ftions about " moderate reform'*, we are npw at 00 loss to utider- 
stand their meaning. That sort of reform which nay in its resuU 
lodge roost power in the hands of ministers, apd enable them with 
little trouble, less even than they have at present, U> carry all their 
measures, and to " act witji full effect"— such is the nature of the 
reform wished for! We have no scruple, however, to affirm, that 
a greater abuse and prostitution of a venerable word, full of meaning, 
was never before attempted. The people want a house of CMnmons, 
which justed of reposing confidence, shall be a constant >dgc of 
the conduct of minbters : who^ membera shall be in reality what 
they have long professed themselves to be, a check on the inroads 
of unconstitutional influence, whether proceeding from the crown, 
or the aristocracy ; who simll w short be the guardians of the rights, 
the privileges, and the purse »of the public. 

Af^er attentively perusing the speech on which we have judged it 
our duty to animadvert, we are apprehensive that Lord Grey in his 
senthnents respecting reform, and mdeed on several other points, 
does not materiaUy differ from his Miyesty's minbters. The abuses 
which pervade almost every department of government, arc so no- 
toribtts ; so many committees of the house of Commons ^ve been 
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ippohi^ed to ioqaire into the nature of those abuses, that, although 
their Reports have been little atteuded to, the facts having been 
establnhed beydi^d dispute^ there b scarcely a man so utterly 
corrupted as not to acknowledge that some reform is necessary. 
Ev^n Lord Liverpool, who from his infancy was trained up in 
the scbooLof toryism and corruption, the driA friend of Mr. Pitt 
and Lord MeWille, the staunch defender of the slave trade, wliose' 
attachment to place has rendered foim, like his foiher before liim, 
^bservient to the views of almost every and any cabinet, and who 
for hb services has been so well reVrarde<) wilb valuable sinecures — 
Even Lord Liverpool professes himself friendly to " moderate 
reform.*' His lordship speaking ro behalf of himself and his 
-" That the present ministers so fiar from 
miy thanlfested a disposition favourable to 
Ith'ough his lordship appears to have an utter 
scies of parl^mentary reform, yet we cannot 
any great objection to some slich plan as 
jrrey, which would allow ministers at all times 
ct, without being subject to obstruction." 
D, will not we trust, be diverted from what 
nt object of their attention, a radical reform 
t>t be obtained without a radical reform con- 
al and a more frequent representation of the 
1 Grey and Lord Liverpool to settle the 
shades of difference, (if there be any) in their respective plans of 
tnoderate reform, we hope our coutrymeu will in their addresses 
and i^solutions on the subject, be mindful of the admonitions of 
that virtuous and consbtent patriot. Sir Gborob Saville, whose 
language as quoted in the late debate, *' on the state of the nation" 
by Lord Stan HOPE, ought n^ver to be forgotten. " While the 
«' present state of the representation continued, general elections 
** could be looked on m no other light than as so many septennial 
** fairs and markets ; they were in truth notliing else ; and while the 
•' people Were robbed by them of their rights, it was little matter 
" by whom they were despoiled, whether aristocrats or democrats, 
" no matter what the crats were ; no matter who were the robbeis, 
•* while the robbing was the same." 

Lord Grey appears to be somewhat apprehensive that he no 
longer possesses the confidence of the nation. " I cannot," he 
observes, •• but feel a deep regret if I am deprived of my |>opula- 
«' rity by any misunderstanding of my views and objects on the part 
*< of the |)eoplc ; but it excites my indignation if I am robbed of 
"my popularity by the basest misrepresentations, and the vilest 
•• delusioiifs, practised by men, who without any regard to truth, 
" sacrifice every realty virtuous and patriotic object to the shouts of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xii State of the Natimu 

<' popular damour.*^ Here h\i lordship agaio shoots his bow al 

raDdom. Who are the meo who practise ** such base arts aod vile 

delusions,*'— who have by such nefarious means deprived his lord« 

ship a^ that large portion of popular confidence he once enjoyed 1 

We firmly believe that for the loss of his popularity he has no one 

to blame but himself. We have never heard or read any thing 

s opinions or conduct, which has given us so 

Ml of either, as hb own speeches, and more 

which we have so largely quoted ; a speech 

considered by hb lordship and hb party, as 

of his opinions, so just and important, that, 

nmon circulation by means of the parliament 

been since printed in a separate pamphlet. 

iaken in connection with other statements io 

tth hb constant panegyrics on Lord Gren- 

ig the latter to be equally a friend to reform 

shortly after the noble lord (Grenville) had 

opposition to any attempt to procure the 

il act. It b impossible that any man should 

deserve the name of a friend to the first elements of reform^ who 

can plead for the continuance of that scandalous violation of the 

ancient and inalienable rights of the (feople, confirmed to them at 

the Revolution. If Lord Grey wishes to gather up and to preserve 

the fragments of that popularity, which he has lost solely by hb 

apostasy from thos^ excellent, constitutional, and patriotic pnnci- 

ples of which he was for many years the eloquent defender, let him 

early in the next session move for the rep^ ^of that infamous 

innovation on the British cotistitution, the SEPTENNIAL ACT: 

and for the restoration of that right which the people ought never 

to have surrendered — tbibnnial parliaments. It was in the 

upper house the violation was commited, and the Whigs of the day 

were the violators. All the aciors in the disgraceful farce are long 

since swept off the stage ; but it will, perhaps, be considered by the 

people as some atonement for long standing offences, should a 

modern Whig be the means of procuring a restoration of that right 

within those walls, from whence originated the deprivation. 

Lord Grey appears very indignant that the share of popularity 
be once enjoyed, should be transfered to others. He has taken 
the liberty of describing those who owe their popularity to ** the 
shouts of popular clamour,'" as a set of men destitute of virtue oi^ 
talents. Here again his lordsl^p ought to have explained what he 
meant by " popular clamour." Have the people at their various 
meetings on* the subject of public abuses been more ** clamorous" 
than certain assemblies composed of honourable, right honourable, 
and noble personages 1 Have the speakers been interrupted by 
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Boiscs and horse-laiiglM, or cooglied down» or compelled to cut 
short the most important thread of their argument, by the damo* 
font cry— The Question— the QueetionI* The people do not de* 
serve to be thus insulted, and Lord Grey ought not to have for- 
gotten the just severity with which he formerly treated those persons 
of whose contemptuous language he is now the servile copyist. 

The men who have recently been honoured by popular £ivour 
are fiirther described, as ^^ttiiig themselves above ^11 the deeen* 
" cies of private life» and above all those courtesies which men 
** who really endeavour to do their duty, concede even to theic 
** adversaries/' It is to be regretted that on this occasion soma 
of the noble lords did not call ont as on fimikir occasions^ when 
dark insinuations have been thrown out against the absent : — Name^ 
turmef We do not, however deny, that Lord Orey may have 
acqnhed sentiments the most pure and rejtnedp concemmg the 
" decencies of private life,'' since his late intimacy , with, and bis 
visits to his royal highness tlie Doke of York ; or that after such 
visits he should feel peculhirly indignant against those who " though 
** lond in their cry qf public purity, have .violated all those prin« 
** ciples of HONOUR and mohalitt which form the only sicrv 
^ ba$i$ qf social life /" — With respect to private and moral worthy 
we earnestly w'ish it were held in much greater estimation than it 
appears to be, by the majority of all ranks and parties : but we 
believe, that those who enjoy popular favour need not fear a com* 
parison of character with those who do not. One of the most 
conspicnoos of the former description, who has obtained a larger 
share of popularity than almost any other public man of his time, 
the dinnterested, uniform, and steady friend of reformation, and 
who is now contending for some of the most valuable rights of 
Britons, b allowed by bis enemies equally with his friends, ti> be 
a pattern of every social, domestic, and private virtue, it is 
scarcely necessary to mention his name — Sir Francis Burobtt^ 
Lord Grey in his proposed address ** intreats his Majesty to l>e 
** assured, that the house cap never lose sight of their obligation 
^ to support the just prero^tives and useful splendour of the 
** crown, the venerable establishmente of our holy religion^ and 
** the ancient aqd essential rights and privileges of parliament." 
These general expressions may admit of such various interpretations 
as may best suit the party niakhig them; but we caunot help 
wishing that his lordship had favoured us with some explanation 
of Jhe phrase — " venerable establishments of our holy religion." 
Does he include the ecclesiastical penal laws, the profane^ and ab- 

♦ Col. Wafdie declared at a late meeting that he was thus prevented 
iinom proceeding in his observations on Mr. JBraud'a motion fur parliamen* 
tary fieform- 
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mud Test mi CinjmraHon aefs, Md all fbe e^rraptidm of thi 
dnirab under tbe term '* vencMble ^stabfisliiiieAt^t" His lordship 
ID«M iMve been seDsible that a great mafority of Itt house incldcte 
m Ibe terai» all and every part of our eccksta^ical cod^. l>id his 
JiiAiiip tbiiik it accessary to wt this language by way of aceomo* 
Artkul to pre|udices which be is sensible are entertafned hi a certafri 
M%h fumrier, and tbaC he might the more efibctually remove 
eaery suspktoa of bis not being a $omnd, brtkodoet churchman ! It 
is bawevery seave^ly possible to eoaeelve. but that his lordship must 
la soase mrasure, dkcm^ the signs of ike times, and be somewhat 
apprebensiTey that the church of England, if its rulers obstmately 
IMisevert ia mainfaiuing M her numerous abuses^ must share the 
Ibia #f bar established sister churches on the continent: — that 
mBlPOBM or RUiii roost assured^ awaits our *' veoerabte ecclesias- 
« tf cal establishmaat/' 

• On. the irapoilant snfeject of the ^ ancient and essential rights 
^ and privileges of partiament/' one of his lordshipV panegyrists^ 
tba Editor of the MoRNina CHROMiCLn, remarks—'* We _hear» 
^ tily concur in svety seuHmeni of the address moved by Ear) 
^ Orey, understanding the essential rights and privileges of parlia- 
¥ meat, aeoording U iki eonstructiom put upon tkem b^ Lord 
^ Erskinb/* This paragvapb- although very short, must have 
aost the writer much pains and labour, and it evidently proves hoW 
4iffiottk it is for a man of sense, who stands pledged for his opi- 
nions to the public, to reconcile them when they are diametrically 
opposite, and when he is obliged to submit his belter judgment to 
the dictation ofthat party of which he professes to be the organ. 

After the opinions of Lord Grey, on the subject of war» and his 
•pintonsmnd retractions on the subject of Parliamentary Reform, we 
iM^ it to Mr. Perry to recoucile them with lib own opinions as re* 
peatedly laid before the public; there indeed appears something of 
ccnscioitsness that be had advanced a step too far in his expression 
of imqualtficd approbation, and therefore he adds, ** understanding 
*^ the essential rights and privileges nf parliament according to the 
^ censtruetion put on tkem by Lord Erskinb." On ihb subject we 
beg leave lo refer our re/iders to the sfieeches of the noble lord,*' 
^iid we are much mistaken if they do not agree with us in affirming 
that their sentiments respecting the privileges of parliament are as 
opposite .as light and darkness. Lord Grey pleads for the indefinite, 
mkd Lord Erskine for the definite privileges of parliament. In con- 
irmatiou of the accuracy of our opinion, we beg leave to produce 
two witnesses, who although of a descri|Mion somewhat different, 
have given very clearevidence on this subject— Lord Livbrpool 

• Sec Lord Efskine's Speech, Pol. liev. Vol. VII. p. 41^— ao, 521. 
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imd 8nr Francis Buaoctt. The fermer in bis n^y to Url 
Grey, at tbe outset, declared— ^ He codd ttot bat expieiBS the mo^ 
^ entire ^aiUftctum at tbe ientfments expressed by his lordsliip -oii 
** one question which bad of late much agitated the ptMk inmd-^ 
" that concerning the privileges of pariiament. He admitt^ the 
^ full force of bil opiniofi on that subject, mosi f>etiealy agreeing 
^ with him, that it was necessary for the good of the public that 
^ parliament should be in possession of the privileges to whirii liiey 
** laid claim' . • . hf p^frdly agreed with the noble lor4 as to iheir 
" right to those privileges/' — Let us now turn to the evidence uf Sir 
F. BURDBTT. In his answer to ^ The Resolutions aud Address of 
^ the Livery of Loqdon/' he observes as follows ^-r*« O c si ll en ic i ^ 
** tbe advantages our country will derive from the tiansaetioas wbicli 
** have recently taken place, I flatter myself, will be gieat And 
** elumli they anfy frinluce the ahU and canetUntimuil argnmeni 
" delwered by the late lord-chancellar ef England, ErMne^ in ike 
^ hmue ef horde, an Monday hat, i ekwdd eay ihrj had heem 
"gre^t: THBRE breaihes the spirit of our f ore f others fit bm^ 
^ back to our recollection better tiroes, and tietter lawyers, avd 
" coming from such high legal authority, and sanctibned by the still 
^ higher authority of reason, the foundation of all law, cannot M 
*' of making a deep impression on tbe public mind, and of pow^iw 
* fully akiing those great constitulioiial principles^ of which Lor4 
^ Erskioe seems to be almost the lust legal deposit, upoi» wWoh 
^ every man's safety depends, and for raamtaining which, by every 
*' means of legal resistance, against the violent attacks of arbitrary 
^ power, I have had the good fortune to meet with your approfea» 
*« tloo/** 

We BOW leave the Editor of the Chronicle to take his choice of 

the opinions of Lord Grey or Lord Erskine, on the important sub» 

ject of the " essential rights and privileges of parjiamen't.'' It mmH 

be evident to every one who is not under the mosf eatraordinaffy 

bias of party, that their sentiments are totally opposite, and that 

arliilst those of the former are eordiaUy approved of by Lord Liver* 

pool, those of the tattet are as cordially approved of by Sir F. Burdettw 

Altliottgfa the Editor of the Chronicle has expressed his '* hearty 

^ coDCurrence in every sentiment of the address moved by Earl 

^ Grey," we are glad to 6nd that there was not this *' hearty coq* 

** cuneaoe*' either on the part of Lord Erskiae, and some other no* 

Me loffds who are in the habit of voting with the opposition. Lord 

Enktoe V€ty properly reminded the mover 0f the address *< of the 

«• ceosC&utioDal principles on which they had boUi started, . . • am} * 

■emrfced^ " tbat'although there was much in the address which bad 

[ r * Ste our present number; p. ^9, 
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^ his^pprobaticNl* be 'could not but agree with a noble lord (Stan«» 
-^ hope) who had <;omplained of the hidetinitenefts of some of the 
^ expressions . . • With respect to the general class of men looking 
«' for reform, he vindicated the honesty of their motives . . • Ae 
^ did n^t bttieve there was one mirit among them an enemy to the 
^ coMtitwiion : he heiieoed their general ohjed lobe the l^ter secu- 
^ rtty ef thai tonstitutim: if their lordships would but consider how 
•* many great and ardent spirits had bled in the cause of that consli- 
^ tution in the time of their ancestors, they would be the more in- 
^ dined to excuse the vehemence of that zeal in which there was so 
^ much virtue.'^ From this language it is evident that Lord Erskhie 
Was very far from *' concurring in every sentiment of the address:'^ 
other noble lords who rank in the opposition, the Duke of Nor- 
folk, the Marquis of DonotAS, and Earl Stanhopb, united m 
opinion with Lord Erskine, and acted accordingly. With his lord* 
ship they left the house, leaving the paltry addre^ to meet its de- 
served Kite, and the mover of it to his own reflections, which could 
not, we imagine, on such an occasion, be very pleasant or satisfac** 
tor>'. 

The Catholic Claims.—The grand farce founded on the catholic 
petitions has been played ^off in both houses, and has terllunated 
precisely as we predicted. From comparing the divisions when the 
subject was before agitated, in the year 1808, with (he last, it is 
evident, that the. catholic cause has lost ground, an event indeed 
naturally to be expected from the manner in which it had been 
treated by the professed friends and leaders in the business. Lords 
ORENVft/LB and Grby, and Mr. Orattan. In tue house of 
Lords, June 6, 1808, on a division on Lord Grenville's motion, 
for referring the catholic petitions to a committee of the whole 
bouse, the numbers were — Contents, 74 — Non-contents, ll6-* 
Majority aj^inst the motion, 42— On a division on a simHac 
motion made by Lord Donoughmore, June 6, 1810, the numbers 
were — Contents, 68 — ^Non contents, 154 — Majority against the 
motion, 86. In the house of Commons, May 25, 1808, on a 
division on Mr. Orattan's motion for referring the petitions to a 
committee of the whole house, the numbers were — For the motion, 
128— Against 'it, 281 — Majority, 153. In the Commons, June 2, 
1810, after three days debate on a similar motion made by Ml'. 
Grattan, the numbers were,— For the motion, 109— Against it, 215 
—Majority, 104. From the increased msyority against takmg into 
consideration the ealhoKc petitions, in the house of Lords, it it 
plain, that the minister had he deemed it of consequence could 
have increased his majority in the house of Commons; but *k 
appears to have been to him a matter of comparative indifference 
and tlie manager of the house, not exerting "himself as on the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



The CatioKe Ckim. xn 

fetmer occasion, there were oeariy one hundred of hb mtijority 
who were present on the previous division, who absented themselves 
in the halt. On a subject involving in it not only the prosperity^ 
the safety, hut the probable existence of Ireland as a part of the 
BriHsh empire, not one half of the honourable house of Commons 
were present 1 

The claims of the catholics have been so frequently discussed, 
that little novelty in debate cad be expectecL Their justice has 
been acknowledged in a greater or less degree by all parties : and 
it is pretty evident, that notwiths'tanding the ridiculous and hypo- 
critical pretences so fashionable in the speeches of those courtiers 
and statesmen who adopt the word, the nod, or the wink of their 
mperiors as a rule of action, — notwithstanding all the stupid jargon 
about danger to church and state, it is evident tliat were it not for 
the objections still unhappily prevailing in a certain quarter, the 
desired object would be speedily accomplished, and Irdand would 
eqoy the same state of religious liberty as is now enjoyed by almost 
every nation on the* continent. 

Lord Grenville, the champion of the catholics on former occa- 
sions, was, owing to indisposition absent from the late discussion. 
Hb indispositu>n indeed was of short duration, and fortunately, nei- 
ther prevented, nor enervated him from undergoing the bustle, and 
parade, and enjoying the amusements, the gaieiies, the festivities, 
and the luxuries, accompanymg his installation as Chancellor of 
the University of Oxford, an important eicciesiastical office, one of 
the ** venerable estabhshments of our holy religion/^ The absence 
of Lord Grcfmlle from the above debate^ seems to have been the 
subject of regret both to the Lord Chancellor and to Lord Grey ; 
we howerer cannot but deem the circumstance rather fortunate for 
Ihs lordship's reputation ; for if we may judge iirom the speech of 
his represeotsftive, the two noble friends woald have been equally 
lost in a labyrinth firom wbichsthey would not without some ^iffi-^ 
ci^y have been able to exiricate themselves. Lord Grey teis in- 
deed whh considerable ability repeated those geiieral arguments in 
Ikvour of the claims in questioi^ which never have beai and never 
can l>e satisfactorily answered ; but so long, as his lordship professed 
his entire approbation of "every sentiment, -every expression, and 
• every word in Lord Greaville's letter to Lord Fingal," a Iclter 
which has proved mdstinjiwiotts to the catholic cause, it matters^ 
Bot how many speeches he makes, or how forcible, or eloquent his. 
VMtfomngs tflay be oil the subject. When Lord Grenville publicly 
acknowledged he had endeavoinred fo dissuade the catholics frooi. 
again' pieseating their petitions,*— when he assured them their. case 
waa-fcr surne time at least hopeless, abd so positively declined, 
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if Hi ne atMk Ckims. 

iliioM Hieir pHiticim be bfoaght fbrwird, novilig any propMhloil 
for taking ihkm mto consideration ; — and when Lord Orey Imd 
e&pre«i$ed bM' warm approbation of*' erery word" UKeted by Irii 
noble 'fMend>oii flie subject^ it must excite jsurprise to find bini to 
^tenuously supporting the motioa» were it not reoolleoted that 
inconsistency seems, with his lordship, to be " the order of theday. 

The motion in tbe boose of CoromoM was introduced by Mr. 
Grattan, who suppofted it with bb usual eloquence ; but tb^ 
^flbct was considerably weakened by tbe language of tbe bioaoiuvMe 
gentlenHM respecting tbe veto, about wfa|ch he aid his friends fawn 
so sadly bhmdiered. " His own opinion^ he infomed tbe bo«i«( 
^ was hi fefoor of tbe veto ; but it did not appear to ium that 
^ there was Iny probabttHy of inducing the catholics to aoeedc to 
** this arrangement ;" that is, tbeie is no probaiulity ibat tbe oa^ 
thdlics will -accede^ to what Mr. Grattan thinks tbey ought to 
accede! ft is astonishing to find men of sense thus yielding a 
good canee into tbe bands of its opponents. Mr. Pereevetl, win 
with his party have consistently res'isted tbe catholie daioM in M94 
might urell triumph on this occasion ; and we tbiidi be had solne 
"teason for assertbg that there was not any great .differem;e in 
opinion between the noble k>rd (Ghpenville) andliis frienck who had 
^professedly advocated the catbolio clauns, and himself XMr. P,^ 
and bia friends who had resbted them : each party agseed that it 
would be unsafe to gnat the danns without proper rcatrietiooi^ 
and ibe only difference between them win tespecting tbe preoisis 
natnw of those restrictions* But we beg 4eave to remfok, that ei 
foag as this pretence shall eo*tfaiue lo weigh wkh the two bouses^ it 
wiil be impossible that the just claims of the ctrtholits should tHg 
be restored. It is m acommtttee, ami inaoomiliittee oivfy, tbal tbe 
subject eqn be prope«iy discussed ; Mere let gentkmeo propose their 
re^fictioni; but when tbey m an indefinite raanber^iesmM «estric-> 
tions, and tlm assent of tiie petitioners to ancb restrictions as a 
condition of ^ren taking theur claims into consMkraiion, we must fas 
exc«»ed ibr deeming such a ptretence equivalent to a posbive deda- 
ration, that it ts their delermbiatk>n tbe daims of {he p^jtioneia 
sbaU new? r be graated,-^at least, so long, aa^tbqr a«e in fAssessioii 
of place or power. 

The speech of General Matbbw is replete with sound reasonioi^ 
enforced by tbe relation of such fects aaone mi^ hnto Ibongbt wonMl 
batto made 'th» ears ofetsery one who heard tkdn 40 timgle! As a 
cokblsteqt fHend to the just clalbis of Xih connlryuMio^ be 4edared» 
— «< Re coddnot agree in ooapliog an initrinsic ilgbl grounded^ #i|, 
** justice and fiolicy, with wxy oondition^ juob as the wsto, ssbioh 
*' the catholic body fdt tb be inconsp^tiUe with Ibefutb wbidHbi^^ 
<* [^ofessed, and the disdpline to which t(»ey stodiissf(^ adJmre. He 
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* debkd the. tililh of the grouoik upon which, a surrender of dieir 
** religious discipline was aiked : the Irish cathoUcs never iiml any 
** other iatercoarse with iWeign powers or poleii4ates» bur the mere 
«* scknowledgeiiitet of the ^ritnai poumr of ike Pope otdnjr." — 
We request the particular attention of our readers to thd e«ergetic, 
descriptioii of '^e borrHble system pursued in Ii«knd, tind wiiich 
nrary be re«l^s mi aw^leommeiit on Hiat sytrlem of goveratnenl 
which Loltl Ofey so coneisely but justly destrit)«d — • The six bun* 
** dired yedrs mislnantigeinont of Irektfd."^ I^t those who are in 
the habit of execrafHn^ "(he injustice oJF FrMiee, and the enonniVJei 
*fthc "CoraScan itfrani and i»<Mis/«r,'- lidW' take a vfew aeoret 
home; 'and tflhey are smeere in theli^ language of ^letestation, (hey 
w9l at least etjuafly execrate the stiN grater injustice, crnelly» and 
enomnties committed by their own countrymen, some of which' ato 
teeorded by the most credible historians, and others witnessed by 
the faoDOurafote General the relator, and whieh iH)t ofeily far exceed 
those of the French £mperor, bvt equal those comnkitted by that 
justly detested monster RoBt»PtERSE, whose bloody sway brought 
so much disgrace upoh, what we witl eiver term, the gforions 
French Revolution I If aH sense of honomr and justice as it re* 
spects Ireland is not obliterated in the hearts of our senators, Ihey 
wiN be anxious to make some atonement to that most nrjured coun- 
try, by restoring her inhabitants to those rights ithich reason, equi- 
ty, and policy have with united voice long demanded. 

The Tderatian Act. — Lord Sidmouth has very prudently suf- 
ferad tbe scaaioo to close - wiibout bringing forward Imb often 
thsentened mo^a respecting the aaoeiidmeot of theToleralioa ad^ 
I n dee d his lordship aever apeaks upon the su^ect, without die* 
phyiog some consciousness of the odium wbkli may atiaeh to hk 
ftopmoi oieisuffe, and his extreme onxiety to avoid beittg sas* 
peeled as the friend of intolerance. When he last iatroducod the 
subject he expressed bis wish '* to be distiuctly understood^ that he 
** aseaol BoMng boalile to the dissenters; that he considered tlie 

^ToLSBATiaN ACT AS tHU PALLADIUM OF REJLIGLOUS i»l- 

^ B1RTY« aad had not the slightest intentioo of proposini; my iut 
** iraigeBmit of it«" An admirable acknowledgenieiit, but, not ^v*- 
fectly coosislcfit with what fallowed. Lord ^anhopE wiBhiog tlie 
BoUeJord lo slate bis intentions, Lord Siomouth i staled his «ib* 
ject to |»— ^ That no pemtt ahonld be entitled, to a certificate A$ 

* a paeacber stnd teacher unlesa he was ap|)<iinlrd.to a )C(v«^^g«|ion; 
** and had aeiiifiaates from some iiiembeM of tJio: same 4nii9ious 
^ persmniofi of bb £t9tiB ibr the statioiv and Uiid jittatned to years 
"of disentiooJ' Thit'ohgect juslly ft|>peaiF^d lo Loid ItotdbANO 
m inftingeipetol of the« Tofendioa ^9ct, and /he decbred, ^'hp was 
" not aware of any ^huses which cmdd induce him 4o ooaienl to 
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** lessen its operation/* Here the matter dropped^ and if Lord 
** SiDMOUTH be wise, be will not again revive it ; for be may rest 
assured that if bis object be as above stated^ it will t)ccasion niucli 
discontent and resolute opposition, as every one of tbe above limi- 
tations will be violations of (he Toleration act, so direct and sO 
flagrant, that surely a man possessing sucU a scrupulous con- 
foienoe as bis lordsbip, who has expressed his fears lest tbe 
boundaries of religions liberty should be enlarged at the expence 
of a violation of the Coronation oalbj would not dare to re« 
cottimend the violation of that oath for tbe purpose of nar* 
rowing those boundaries. The act of Toleration which all tbe 
sovereigns of Britain, since tbe Revolution, have sworn to pre«^ 
serve inviolate, and which our present gracious Sovereign bas^ 
in addition to bis oath, repeatedly promised his protestant dis- 
senting subjects should never be infringtfd, contains no such r^ 
itrictions as those hinted at by his lordship: (for we trust he 
will not have the temerity to propose them in the form of law :) 
all such restrictions are so many gross violations of t)iat act : 
bis lordsbip must, therefore, upon calm reflection perceive, that 
such a proposition will give the lie direct to his repeated deciara- 
tion, — " That he bad not the slightest intention of proposing any 
** mfringement of that palladium of religious liberty the 
** Toleration Act/' 



THE war. 
The ministerial prints have been for several days past, preparing 
118 for unfavourable intelligence from Lord WellINOTON. All ex-^ 
pectations of the British army behig able to advance into Spain aim 
now given up, and all tbe prospect before us is — a sanguinary con* 
flict, with the forlorn hope that we may still, for a short lime, be 
able to preserve our defensive position in Portugal^ -Or, which pros* 
pect tre wish may be realized, that our forces may be enableif to 
jecure a retreat, so that they may be re-embarked in safety for their 
own country. It is somewhat remarkable that our minbterial edi- 
tors on this occasion, are, contrary to tlieir usual practice during the 
war« magnifymg the numbers ^of tbe French array and dimii^htng 
those of the British. — Sicily, the French are preparing to attack, 
and, owibg to the wretchedness of the administration of afl&irs by 
the Sicilian government, it is feared tbe enemy will be victorious^ 
Wliat plans for tbe further prosecution of the war, or what object 
mmisteiB have now in view, as juti and necetsaty to be obtained, 
tbefc seems to be no inquiry or thought about. Every ymt siiAs 
ns deeper and deeper in debt, and increases tbe amount of mxt 
taxes, for which we have nothing in return bat natiooal disgrace and 
tbe aggrandisement of the enemy I i 

Harlow, July SO, 1810. B. F. 
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BUDGET. 

Mr. Perceval stated, tliat what he 
should have to say would shew, that in 
Ibis jear, exhibiting, as had been sup- 
posed, th^ most gloomj view of toe 
stAte of the country ; iu that very year, 
our real situation furnished the most 
evident and demonstrable proofs thntw« 
were in the most prosperous stute in which 
' we bad been at any fomaer period. He 
should first state the supplies already 
granted for the year : 

For the navy .... I,. 19,238,000 

For tbe army 13,953,000 

For Ireland 2,992,000 

Extraordinaries .... 2,750,000 
Miscellaneous services already granted 
1,752,000/., which, with others to be vo- 
ted, might raise the branch to 2,000,000/. 
There would besides be a vote of credit 
for England to the amount of 3^)00,000/.; 
for Ireland to ihe amount of 200,000/. ; 
for Portugal to the amount of 250,000/. ; 
making altogether about 50,500,000/.; 
from which, deducting the sum for Ire- 
land, there would remain to be provided 
for by Great Britain 46,500,000/. To 
meet this there were — ^Annual duties 
3,000,000/. ; surplus of the consolidated 
fund 4,400,000/ ; war-taxes 19,000,000/.; 
lottery 360,0001.; exchequer bills funded 
8/}OO,O0Ol. ; Joan 8,000,000/.— Making, 
in whole, 40,700,000/ ; or, on excess 
of 14^,000/. above the sum required. 
He shonld proceed to state the different 
it£o»B of which these sun){ were to be 
composed, leaving the consolidated fund 
to the last. First, the war-taxes : these 
he estimated at nineteen millions ; and 
be esteemed himself justified in taking 
them at that amount, they having last year 
produced into theexcheqaer 22,772,000/. 
The property tas had, during the last 
year, produced 13,751,230/. although 
tbe assessment for that year was com- 
puted only at 1 1,400^)001. being a dii"- 
T«t. viii. , 



ference of 2,350,000/. Tliis, however, 
might be supposed to have arisen from 
arrf^ars, none of which now existed ear- 
lier than 1807. The last quarter shewed 
the income tax to be greatly on the in- 
crease, but he did not take it at the in- 
creased rate. The war taxes under the 
heads, customs and excise for three 
years, 1808-9-10, amounted to twenty- 
seven millions, being on an average 
9,060,000/. being together 20,460,000/. 
As to the lottery, he knew an hon. gen- 
tleman opposite (Mr. Whitbread) ob- 
jected to it as a source of re\'eoue. He 
hoped the house would not be prepared 
to deprive the revenue of the amount of 
income thence arising, the evils effects 
resulting from lotteries being so nearly 
done away by the late regulations. As 
to the exchequer bills, he had already 
Slated tliem at 3,000,000 for the year, 
and he trusted the house would not be 
indisposed to a grant to thal'amount. 
Now as to the loan, he had the satis- 
faction of stating, that it amounting in 
all to 12,000,000, namely, 8,000,000 for 
Great Britain and 4,000,000 for Ireland, 
had been concluded on terms the most 
fitvourable of any loan which had yet 
been known in this country. The terms' 
were, that the contractors, for .every 
100/. should receive 130/. three per 
cenL reduced and 10/. 7«. 6d, consols, 
being in tne whole 140/. 7s. 6d.; the 
amount of the interest thus to be paid 
for the loan being no more than 4/. 4*. 3}^. 
per cent. So that a loan of 12,000,000/. 
nad been ncgociuted at 15s. 7J</. below 
the legal rate of interest. The total 
charge on the public, in this manner 
was in the proportion of tbe loan of last 
year, as 4/. 4s. ^d, to 4/. 12s. lOd. So 
that be the country in a worse state 
or better now than it wa^ Inst yeafi 
12,000,000/. had been borrowed for a 
sum intrinsically worth 11,2^0,000/. The 
right hon. gentleman then proceeded to 
state the amount of the consolidated 
fund, which exceeded, iu the year 1810 
the surplas'of tlie preceding year *•" 
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5,339,000/. He did not wish, however, 
to take it ac this amount, but to prefer 
an average of the two years, which pro- 
duced 4,485,000/. This, too, he took 
in preference to an average of the three 
vears,^ which would have presented a 
higher amount. There was every reason' 
to suppose, that instead of a diminution 
the amount would fully equal that of 
.last year, the quarter of the^resent al- 
ready before p:n*linment exceeding that 
calculation, and making the amount up- 
wards o( ?4,000,000/. or comparing it 
with the year 1808, 84.400,000/. It 
would be a satis^ction also to the house 
to know, that the malt duty was now 
recoverins; itself, there being an increase 
under this head, in the last quarter, to 
the amount of 40,000/. ; »o that there 
was little doubt o( its equalling, if it did 
not exceed, the amount of last year. 
The next head was the assessed tuxes. 
These, for the last year, amounted to 
6,440,000^ In this sum there were 
considerable arrears, amounting on the 
best calculation, to not lest that 600,000/. 
There were not of arrears now outstand- 
ing more than 300,000/ a fact which 
would induce the house to see that oo 
negligence prevailed in this branch of 
the I evenue. The stamps he estimated at 
5,130,000/.; the post-otficeat 1,194,000/.; 
the hawkers, 6cc. at 20,000/.; produ- 
cing a total of 37,597,000/. The charge 
on the consolidated fund, exclusive of 
Ireland, amounting to 31,900,000/. leav- 
ing a suplus of 5,637,000/. The stamps 
had risen very greatly during the last 
year, to the amount of no less than 
1,236,907/. in consequence of the con- 
solidation of those duties arising from 
regulations which he himself bad intro- 
duced. These he had estimated, under 
different heads of management, would 

firoduce a snving'of 106,000/. ; but it so 
lapiMfiied that instead of i his it hud pro- 
duced nil increased revenue of no less 
than 1.236,907/. The dilference be- 
tween this expected sum of 106,678/. 
nnd the actual amount of 1,'236,906/. 
left a balance of 1,130,000/. What be 
had to propose, therefore, to the house 
was, not only that 970,000/. which would 
be wanted iJ»r the expenditure of the 
pre^nt year should be taken from this 
excess of n tax laid on by regulation m 
the par 1808, but he aho thought that 
pnritnincnt whs justified in lo<>kii)g to 
this fund as ttfibrdiiij; a profipect of de- 
fraying ilie ,in|ere»t of the loan of the 
jrear. Indeed, ht fhould leei hinistif 



not justified if he did not call on the 
house to look to this source. He should 
propose to reserve 150,000/. for this 
purpose, and then there would still re- 
main 115,078/. as the balance of this 
one ux after the interest of the loan was 
provided ^r. Ever since 1807 it waf 
considered advisable to nourish the re- 
venue ; and for that purpose to avoid 
. the imposition of new taxes, if possible, 
for three years. Another circumstance 
was to be considered, which went to 
shew the propriety of the course which 
he proposed to follow; that was, the 
great amoAnt of arrears collected upon 
the property tax and the assessed taxes. 
The total amount of both, in the last 
year, was no less than 2,800,000/. Since, 
then there had been so great a sum col- 
lected in these taxes beyond the annual 
average, he thought thi«i a strong reason 
why no new taxes should be imposed at 
this pt-riod, if it could possibly be a- 
voided. In looking at the consolidated 
fund, it might not be improper to advert 
to the sute of the trade of the country. 
The house already knew that the exports 
and imports of last year bad been far 
, above what they bad been in any former 
year. In 1802, a year of peace and of 
the greatest import and export, the ex- 
port of British manufactures amounted 
to 26,993,000/. Last year it amounted 
to 35,000,000/. making a difference of 
about 8,000,000/. He then came to the 
state of the internal trade of the country. 
On this head they bad not the means of 
acquiring such accurate information, but 
be was informed that the cloth trade of 
Yorkshire had increased to tlie amount 
of a million and a half. It was indeed 
impossible to look round without seeing 
on all sides the symtomps of a general 
increase of trade and wealth. The ge- 
neral state of the trade and revenue of 
this country was hishly favourable, and 
fully jUfttihed him in the view which he 
had taken of our future prospects. He 
concluded by proposing the resolution, 
that 12,000,000/. be raised by way of 
annuity, &c. 

Mr. Hifskmon did not know whether 
his right hon. friend, in his very able 
statement, alluded to bini as one of 
those who thought the country in a fall- 
ing condition. If he did, it was a mis- 
take, because lie had neither thought 
nor said any such (hingt What he lud 
said was, that it toould be difficult tojind 
new taxcSf which uould not he cxtremniy 
objcctiotmhh — /Aai there mas « !i/nit t0 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



wicj 



Farliamenfdty Kegkier. — Commons. 



haation — and that we had nearly reached 
that limit ; and that he zvas correct in 
all this, the statement of his right hon, 
fiiend proved, lie must himself have 
Mt its force, before he could ronLe up 
bts mind to propose the mode which 
be intended to adopt to supply the 
means of the year. He had heard no- 
thing from his right hon. friend in con* 
tradiction to what he (Mr. Huskisson) 
had stated on a former occasion ; and 
he reaJly wished that something positire 
could be got from his right hon. friend 
upon this subject. He wished to know 
whether he thought it possible, for any 
great number of years, to continue ad- 
ding from 1,000,000/. to 1,500,000/. 
every year to the public hurthensr Whe- 
ther he thought this would be sufficient 
on the present plan, even if it could be 
procured ? — and, whether he hoped that 
the war could be continued in this way ? 
His right hon. friend had not touclied 
on th^ points; but he thought that 
his right boo. friend owed it to the coun- 
try to state what his views were on the 
sabject, supposing the war to cootimie 
for a great number of yean, as, in nil 
probability, it would ! He maintained, 
that without a reduction of the scale of 
our annual expenditure^ it would be im- 
possible to carry on the wnt for any 
long time. Even in the event of peace^^ 
they would not be without their diffi- 
culties, as it would be expected that a 
considerable share of the public bur- 
thens should be reduced. He advised 
tie house to consider to what, if they 
went €nt in this way, they would come at 
last f He here rt*lated an anecdote 
which was current in France before the 
iVTolution. — Some person asked the mi- 
nister of finance how they were to go on 
fora number of years? — His answer way, 
that the state (^' things, such as it was, 
would last their time '; and after them 
no matter what become of the finances. 
In a few years after came that catas- 
trophe, the French revolution. He did 
not mean to say that any minister p( 
this country would have uttered or con- 
ceived so unworthy a sentiment ; but if 
the house did not tuke an extensive view 
of the subject, and provide accordingly. 
It would Mot do its duty. He thought 
ttat bv suitable reductions provision 
might \}e made fur both altciiatives, of 
peace and war. With regard to the 
statemeot on the whole, however, he 
coofened be had been disappointed. 
Whea tka ninisters had madt up their 



minds to advise his Majesty to promist 
that the accounts would be nmde up 
with a rigid attention to economy, he 
had expected that a considerate reduc- 
tion was to have taken place. He 
thought a reduction ^of s^uie millions 
might be efl'ccted wkhout injury to the 
country. 

Mr. Rose concurred in the wish of his 
lion, friend who spoke last, that every 
practicable retrenchment should be a- 
dopted, and that opinion he had already 
communicated out of doors. He felt 
strongly, that his right lion, friend (Mr. 
Perceval) would present himself before 
the house, next sessions, with a very 
bad grace, if he did not prove that the 
utmost attention had been paid to the 
economy in the public expenditure. How 
tbcMf^ources of the country had been so 
prosperous as the statement of his ri^ht 
lion, friend displayed, he declared him- 
self unable to account. But somehow 
it appeared, that from the industry and 
ingenuity of our merchants, every prohi- 
bitory measure .of Bonaparte's had ut- 
terly failed of their object. In fact, in- 
stead of limiting our trade, it had rather 
extended, in spite of tlie hostile pro- 
ceedings of the enemy, 

Mr. Tierney, thought it necessary that 
some inquiry should be instituted, as 
even an old member of the board of 
trade professed himself unable to ac- 
count for that prosperity upon which 
the house had been congratulated. As 
to retrenchment, he heard no proposal 
of it — he could see no sign of it — not- 
withstanding nil the })rofes8ion8 that had 
been made. He saw a vole of credit 
equal to that of the last year, when we 
had Austria and Snedeu to subsidize ; 
and this vote in addition to that already 
granted to Portugal. What then could 
be the ohject of this vole ? It certainly 
required explanation. The right hon. 
gentleman seemed to have a great deal 
of good luck to help him out. — In the 
first year of his financial duties, the loan 
wjis provided by his predect»s$ors; in the 
second year, between 3 and 400,000/. #» 
of annuities fell in; and now a surplus 

{)rodure of taxes otlered, which however 
le thuuj;ht the ri;;ht Ivin. geJitleman was 
grossly misapplyinor, in setting apart to 
pay the interest of il>e loan. The nght 
hon. gentleman broke a wisely esta- 
blished principle, merely to make a fetch 
at popularity, by a shew of declining 
new taxes, — ^This, however, all thinking 
■len mu^t feel to be mere delusion. 
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After some furtber obsenrattons from 
Mr. UuskUionf Sir T. Turimy and Mr. 
Ro$e, the resolutions were read aod a- 
greed to, and the report^ the house ha- 
ving resumed, was erdered to be receii^ 
ed on Friday. 

Thurtdayy May 17. 

Mr. Perceval moVed the third reading- 
of the Duke of Brunswick's annuity bill. 

The house divided — for the third read- 
ing 51 — Against it, 22. 

Mr. If. Martin stated, that consider- 
ing the situation of the country, when 
SOO millions had beta added to the ca- 
pital of the national debt between 1794 
and 1808, it was impossible to consider 
whether this annoit^r might not be sup- 
plied out of the droits of the admiralty, 
for nobody denied that i& ought to be 
granted in some way or other. From 
the paperi on the table it appeared that 
the droits of the admiralty were fully 
competent to answer this demand. It ap- 
peared thnt there were from 4 to 5 mil- 
lions which hud been applied to public 
purposes. After the large addition which 
liad been made to the royal pnvy purse, 
It was hardly hlr to load the consoli- 
dated fund with this additional burthen, 
tvhen there existed other means of naeet- 
ing the demand. He also adverted to 
the 4{ per cents, which had been left at 
the disposal of the sovereign, and had 
yieldecf 172,0001. 

Mr. Perceval remarked, thnt the hon. 
and learned gentleman did not advert 
to the fact, that 2-3ds. of the droits 
were granted to the captors, all to be 
deducted from the sum which he hod 
stated. The fact was, that no more had 
been left at the disposal of the crown 
than from one to two millions. The ob- 
servations which had been made in other 
respects could not be borne out by the 
papers on the table. 

Mr. Creevey denied that it was the 
uniform practice to give 2-3ds. to the 
captors — there had been a departure 
from the rule m the case of the Spanish 
prizes. But what appeared pnrticiilarly 
objectionable was, that the crown should 
have the disposal of &uch enormous sums 
without being subject to be called upon 
by parliament fur an account of its ap- 
plication. 

Lord Milton observed, that the right 
hon. gentleman himst If appeared to have 
admitted the other night, that there were 
sufficient droits to purchase ttiis annuity, 
th^^ugb now he seemed to bt of a cpn- 
*--Ty opinion. 



Mr. Perceval had admitted that there 
was a sum of 70,0001. which would pro- 
bably purchase this annuity imaccounl- 
ed for. 

Mr. W, Smith said, after the confes- 
sion that there was 70,0001. in the hands 
of the Registrar, the point, as ^ as the 
reason of the thing went, was decided. 
He agreed in the monstrous nature of 
the circumstance, that the crown should 
bave the disposal within a few years of 
upwards of eteht miUions of money, 
independent of parliament. While the 
King paid bis army and navy out of hit 
own possessions, it was fair that be 
should have the disposal of whatever 
was captured: but when* the country 
paid 19 miilions for the navy, and aboat 
as much for the army, was it equitable 
that the crown should have the proceeda 
of captures without account? 

Mr. Whitbread said, it was known 
that his Majesty had ^iven sumi to leve- 
ral members of his family out of thisfund^ 
no doubt upon such exigency, that if be 
had not this fund he would have been 
under the necessity of applying to thai 
house, and this too from those paternal 
feelings which his Majesty possessed aa 
well as others. But here came the fact 
that 25,0001. had beea granted oat of 
this fund to Sir Home Popham, and ano- 
ther sum towards bringing home a go- 
vernor from a distant settlement. He 
askedy whether it was wise, whether it was 
candid and affectionate towards his Ma- 
jesty, to overlook this fund, and apply 
to bis subjects at once at a moment 
when the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
by the measure which he proposed last 
mght, confessed the difficulty of 6nding 
new sources of taxation, and when some 
who had been in his confidence, whose 
knowledge of the subject was unanes- 
tionable, and who of late had laid the 
foundation of a strong claim to the con* 
fidence and approbation of the country, 
had urged the necessity of retrenchment ? 
Was it dutiful and affi^tionate to hit 
Majesty to advise him to come upon his 
subjects for this 70001. a year, when he 
himself had a fund out of which to pay 
it. All that Was wanted was, a delay 
till the state of the admiralty fund could 
be ascertained, and with that view he 
moved that the debate be adjourned till 
this day se'nnight. 

Mr. Perceval contended, that tbe gran t 
of the annuity ought to be indoles* 
dent of the consideration of the state of 
the droit! of admiralty* 
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The boute divided, and the iiuii>bers 
were — Tor the original motion, 65 — for 
the amendment, 37. 

The bill was accordingly passed, and 
ordered to the Lords. 

FINANCE BESOLUTIOKS.' 

The house having, on the motion of 
Mr. Martin^ resolved into a committee 
■poo the the third report of the finance 
committee, 

Mr. Bankes rose and moved the read- 
ing of the second resolution, which be- 
ing read accordingly, the hon. gentle* 
man expressed his intention of moving 
aa amendment. It had been observed 
bjmany gentlemen, that sinecure offi- 
ces ought not to be abolished until some 
other fund should be created, from 
which his Majesty might be enabled to 
make that provision for long and effi- 
cient public so-vices which those occa- 
sions afforded. Now the object of his 
proposed amendment wouki be to cotH 
ple the abolition of sinecures with the 
substitution of such a fund. He there- 
fore hoped for a general acquiescence 
in his motion, which was grounded upon 
the principle of moderate reform, and 
which, while it did away obnoxious offi- 
ces, would establish a fund in their 
room, calculated to answer every object 
which those who pleaded for the exis- 
tence of such of|«es professed to have 
in view. Tlie l.^n. member concluded 
with proposing tim amendment he had 
descrioed. 

Mr. Martin said, that Iwwever much 
he felt disposed to prefer his original rc»- 
solotion, still he would vote for the hon. 
gentleman's amendment. If the aboli- 
tion of binecure offices were proposed 
without any substitute, it should cei> 
tainly have nis suppprt. 

Mr. Long saw no advantage that 
coald result from the adoption of the 
original motion, or his ^honoorable 
fnemfs amendment* Siniecures ought, 
in his judgment, to be confined solely 
to civil officers, and tlierefore he com- 
bated the idea of granting a sinecure to 
Lord Wellington or Lord Nelson. 

Lord Alihorp asserted that the influ- 
ence of the crown had increased inso- 
much that, in order to preserve the ba- 
lance of the constitution, it was desira- 
ble that tb«t influence sliould be re- 
duced. Therefore the total abolition of 
sinecures would meet his approbation. 

Mr. W. Smith contended that the 
abuses in the grants of sinecure places 
prepoodenited over any ad vaatage which 



the country could derive from their cqa- 
tinuauce. 

Mr. Bagiard declared it absolutely 
necessary for the extended patronage 
of the crown, and extended burthena 
of the people, to follow up the principle 
of retrenchment in every department of 
the state. ' Tliere was a ferment abroad; 
and the surest way to disaim those ac- 
tuated by improper hopes, was to affi>rd 
reasonable indulgence to the great body 
of the people. He concluded with oh* 
serving, that even 0' the house was noi 
inclined to be honest frotn principle^ the 
time Tvas now come when it should be m 
from necessity J 

Mr. Wharton asserted that the influ- 
ence of the crown had of late actually 
diminished. 

Mr. Wluihread said, with respect to 
these sinecures, the country had but 
one opinion; from the system of fa- 
vouritism pursued and the abuses visi- 
ble in the way in which they were con- 
ferred, scarcely a man out of the doort 
of that house co^ld be found their advo- 
cate. They were not suited to the tast^ 
of the array nor to the navy; but, iu 
the language of the hon. secretary, they 
were fitted for the civil department — 
^ that was, for such efficient public ser^ 
vants as the learned secretary himself. 
Mr. Whitbread concluded with express- 
ing his regret that the resolutions were 
confouuded. He would, however, vote 
for the abolition, in any shape, of siicfi 
monstrous exactions. 

Mr. Perceval warmly denied that any 
real advantage would be gained to the 
people by the abolition ot such placeai 

Lord Milton had only one observa- 
tion which he was anxious to make. A 
sinecure, when once granted, must be 
conferred anew, whether there was or 
was n9t a deserving person ready to 
receive it. This was not the case with 
a pension. As to the mfluence of the 
crown, he thought it had increased in 
a very rapid degree. He was not a per- 
son whose sentiments would be suspeof 
ted ; but he would rather consent to be 
plundered of his property than to give 
up his liberties. The motion, theretore, 
had his support. 

Mr. P. Moore was of opinion the 
present motion did not by any meana 
go far enough. He was fur the direct 
abolition of every sinecure office, as 
called for, and indeed indispensibly ne- 
cessary in the present state of the coun- 
try. This w^ his opinion, and he could 
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Bar agree to tmy tiling Ifte a drawback 
upon It. A systematic plan 8f?en)ed to 
bare been adopted, not to let the com- 
plaints of the people reach the ear of 
the SoYereign ; and, in this situation of 
things, peculiar attention ought to be 
paid that the people were not unneces- 
sarily barthened. 

llie gallery was then cleared, and on 
• division, Mr. Bankes's motion was ne- 
gatived, the numbers being, For the 
motion 93— Against it 99. 

Friday^ March IS. 

SUPPLIES. 

In the committee of supply the 
sum of six millions was granted to 
his Majesty, to pay the exchequer 
biUs outstanding, and unprovided 
fcri the sum of 5,6oOl. to pay off 
annuities; the sum of 46,7881. for 
erecting buildings for the naval asy- 
lum; the sum of 2j,000L for re- 
building public edifices destroyed 
by fire, in the island of Trinidad 
in IS08; the sum of 23,0001. for 
maintaining our settlement} on the 
coast of Africa; and the sifra of 
lOOOl. for the Veterniary College. 

COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES 

Mr. D, Giddy brought up a se- 
coikI report from the committee ap- 
pointed to consider the notices of 
action sent by Sir F. Burdett. The 
report was read at the tabic by the 
cleik, and ib in substance nearly as 
follows: — 

That the committee had examined 
the precedents most closely connect 
ted with the subject, to which their 
attention had been directed. They 
bad particularly adverted to the 
case of libel — that the house had 
always held them to be contempts, 
and had proceeded against them by 
sttmmary attachment — ^that this pri- 
vilege was founded on immemorial 
usage, as much as any^ part of the 
law was usage, as clear as would 
be required in any ordinary court 
of law to establish a right — that the 
ordinary courts of law had the right 
of procccdinj; against libel on them- 
selves as contempts, by summary 
attachment— that this right was a 
<"undament8l law of parliament, and 



as such part of the lEX terra 
mentioned in Magna Charta, un- 
der which terms (lex terr*:) were 
to be comprehended the exceptions 
to the JUDICIUM PARIUM summary 
proceeding for contempt by the or* 
dinary courts of law, and by the 
houses of parlian^nt — that the com- 
mittee were of opinion, that the pri- 
vilege was founded on the clearest 
principle of expediency, and as well 
established as any part of the law 
of the land, and that it was one dt 
the best safeguards of the rights and 
liberties of the subject. 

Mr. D, Giddy moved that the 
report be laid on the table and 
printed. 

Mr. Percetal observed, that the 
report must be recorded on the 
journals — a much more solemn act 
of the bouse, than an order to prints 

Lord Milton was for rejecting the 
report, and should move that the 
report should be re-committed. 

Mr. Whitbrtad would ask if ibo^ 
committee meant to print the appen- 
dix in the state it then was? lie 
described it as overrnn with erasures 
made by the pen, the pencil, and 
the penknife. In the appendix there 
were also extracts from Adam's re- 
ports, which bad been subsequently 
corrected by the insertion, Atkyn's 
Reports. Eleven precedents were 
also cited as immoveable rocks of 
our privileges, but of those eleven 
rocks It appeared that second 
thoughts had swept away four by 
erasun-s. The honourable gentle- 
man proceeded to animadvert upon 
thre indecorous haste evinced in the 
manner and circumstances of the 
report itself, and begged gentlemen 
who had any doubt upon the sub- 
ject, would satisfy thenosclves by 
reading the report itself. 

Mr. Rose admitted that the report 
was rather slovenly transcribed, but 
an objection of that kind^ could be 
easily remedied. 

Sir S. Romiliy thought that the 
report ought not to kave given the 
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ofuaions of individuals, however re- 
spectable, as atfccting the question 
before them. The question for them 
to have considered was, not whether 
the house or any court of law had 
a right to commit for contempt, but 
whether that assumed right on the 
part o( the house could be question- 
ed elsewhere. 

The order for laying the repoit 
opon the tabic was discharged, and 
the motion that the report be re- 
committed was carried without a di- 
vision. 

Lord A. HamiltQn^s motion for 
** expunging certain resolutions re- 
'* lating to the sale of seats in par- 
" 1iameQt,by Mr. Perceval and Lord 
" Castlt-rragh. from the journals of 
" that house," was negatived with- 
out a division. 

CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION?. 

Mr. Grattan commenced an elo- 
quent speech by observing,that what- 
ever others might think, it appeared 
to him « subject of vital importance 
— important to the security and in- 
tegrity of the Empire, and impor- 
tant as involving the enfranchise- 
ment of a considerable portion of 
our countrymen. The ground upon 
which he meant to rest his motion 
was the extension oi British privi- 
lege and the exclusion of foreign 
nomination. There were two modes 
of effecting it, the latter one was by 
a veto, the other by the absolute 
prohibition of all foreign nomination. 
Hiiovm opinum was in favour of the 
Vrto ; but it did not appear to hitn 
that there was any probability of in- 
ducing tie catholics to accede to this 
arrangement. It followed then that 
some other mode should be adopted 
to effect ihi^ purpose, and that mode 
was domestic nomination — a nomi- 
nation essentially domestic; for he 
knew the catholic religion too well 
to suppose, that it would l»e allowed 
to the civil magistrate to have all 
the powers which belonged to the 
mother church. But its powers ves- 
ted in the pope as the head of the 



church would not be formidable, the 
pope was merely a spiritual power, 
and had! no temporal jurisdiction; 
but should a Frenchman be made 
pope, this nomination would be in 
the person at the head of the French 
government. But supposing in this 
case that a French army should be 
in Ireland, would it lessen the dan- 
ger of this foreign nommation that 
the laity were disqualified? would 
not this circumstance on the con- 
trary greatly aggravate it, for there 
would in that case be a political se- 
paration between the catholics ia 
Ircland, and the protestants in Eng* 
land; and an ecclesiastical connecti- 
on bete ween the catholics in Ireland 
and the govern nM?nt of France. H« 
wished the people of England to say 
to the catholics of Ireland, follow 
your faith, we do not understand 
your creed, but there is one which 
we both understand, the creed which 
teacher an eternal separation of both 
from Fn'nch politics: and it was 
this faith alone which could save 
the country. Mr. G. observed that 
the Irish catholics had answered the 
tests which had been proposed as to 
the effects of their principles, and ia 
answer they had declared that they 
should consider any act of despotism 
by the pope as a, mere nullity, that 
they would acknowledge no person 
as pope who was not duly elected 
by the cardinals. They had declar- 
ed the conduct of the French Empe- 
ror towards the pope to be that of 
sacrilege. With these sentiments the 
catholics of Ireland would not hesi- 
tate for a moment to refuse as the 
head of the church any person who 
should be appointed by Bonaparte 
to the see of Rome. The Roman 
Catholics knew extremely well that 
they had within themselves the nomi- 
nation of catholic bishops, that all 
the spiritual qualities might remain 
in the pope, and yet the nomination 
be entirely domestic; and what was 
more, they had agreed to it as was 
evinced by their resolutions in 1799. 
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But even admitting that Bonaparte 
hatl the appointment of the prelate 
"who was at the head of the catholic 
religion, the catholics of Ireland 
tverc persuaded that no religion ought 
to make a roan obey the enemy of 
bis country. Mr. G. said, he had 
no doubt that when this was full}' 
considered, the catholics of Ireland 
would have no hesitation in esta- 
blishing a domestic nomination, 
which would have the eflR'ct of iso- 
lating the Irish catholics from the 
pope, and in that case they would 
be fully entitled to every civil right 
which the protestants enjoyed. Wth 
respect to the communication of 
those rights to the catholics, ^e 
thought there could be no difficulty. 
It would be as easy for the house to 
give these rights as for the catholics 
to concede the principle of domestic 
Domination. In fact the principle 
upon which these rights were with- 
held was the most unjust and arbi- 
trary imaginable: Parliament bad 
disqualified one fourth of the people 
of the Empire for believing in tran- 
substantiation, adoring the Virgin 
Wary, and receiving from the pope 
certain explications of scripture. To 
shew the absurdity of this, he would 
suppose that a catholic was charged 
with treason, and these matters should 
be attempted to be given in evidence ; 
would not the very attempt be treat- 
ed with the utmost contempt, and 
the judge who should suffer such evi- 
dence to go to a jury .would be pu- 
nished by impeachment, and yet 
upon this ground had the legislature 
d< privcd a numerous people of their 
just rights. To the charges prefer- 
red against the catholics innume- 
rable answers hac) been given. He 
should reduce these answers within 
a na/'row compass, they were the 
answers given by six universities, the 
names of which he enumerated; tht*y 
denied that the pope had any tem- 
poral power in this country — they 
denied that the pope or cardinals 
had a deposing power — they dis- 
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claimed the doctrine ot no faith be- 
ing kept with heretics — the infalli- 
bility of the pope — and the doctrine 
of unqualified absolution. Naiy 
more, in addition to the security 
afforded by the above answers, the 
catholics of Ireland, were willing to 
swear to defend the protestant esta- 
blishment of church and state, this 
oath had been taken by the catholics 
generally. The catholics had thus an- 
swered the tests proposed to them by 
the protestants. 

The hon. gentleman proceeded to 
comment on the improbability of 
these charges being true, for the 
charges amo^inted to no less than a 
general imputation that they were 
willing to transfer their allegiance 
from their natural sovereign to their 
natural enemy, and that they acted 
upon principles subversive of civil 
society. These charges supposed a 
degree of depravity in catholics more 
inveterate than could be found in 
heathens, or the disciples of Maho- 
met, and that the christian religion 
had produced a worse effect on the 
!<alvation of men than the most gross 
idolatry. But government had them- 
selves repelled these calumnies by 
forming treazies MMth, and subsidi- 
zing every catholic country on the 
continent, with tl^e exception of 
France. But he supposed he should 
be answered that the objection wak 
not to the catholic religion, but to 
the Irish Catholic. But whence 
does this imputation arise ? It could 
not arise from physical causes, and 
he had never heard of moral plague, 
still less a sectarian plague, that 
passed the door of a proiestant and 
stoptat that of a catholic. The cause 
of this disaffection was referrable 
to the laws and to the government ; 
to the laws which took away their 
property, their liberty, their army* 
This was, in fact, a charge not Br 
gainst the Irish people, but against 
England. It amounted to a decla« 
ration that we had been in posses- 
sion of their country fur upwardt »f 
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SCO yearly and thai the result of 
tbifc co&Dcction was tlie hatred and 
fldienation of the people. Mr. Grat- 
tan observed, that the pooal law^ 
inflicted puni^ments upon the Irish 
catholics, not for their acts, but for 
their opinions. We chuse to enter*- 
tain of them an opinion for which 
theie (;an be no grounds but what 
has arisen from our own oppressive 
conduct. It has been contended 
that the fundamental laws of the 
empire, as exemplified in the Bill of 
JRights^ presents an insuperable bar- 
.rier against the communication of 
equal rights to our catholic subjects. 
But upon what was the Bill of Rights 
ibunded ? Upon two great proposi- 
tions ; first it asserted, that dvil and 
reiigions Kbertj/ was the inheritaHce 
^tke subjects of these realms, Se- 
comlly, that a violation of that in- 
heritance, was a forfeiture of the 
crown. But was it to be contended, 
that because parliament had chosen 
to limit the succession to the crown 
to the pmtestant line, that therefore 
It had taken away all the rights of 
catholic subjects? No inference 
conld be more illogical or absurd. 
He admitted that the qualifying oath 
was an objection, but by no means 
a fundamental one, the foundation 
of it was the madness of the moment, 
)t had been introduced about the 
time of the pretended catholic plot, 
which being now universally held 
to be a base fabrication, the law to 
which it gave rise ought to have 
shared in the same contempt. Sure- 
ly a declaration of rights, of those 
ri^ts which had been obtained by our 
catholic ancestors, could not be con- 
sidered as a fundamental objection 
against the rights of the present ca- 
tholics of Ireland. The rights of the 
people vere not the gift of the Kiftg 
aud parliament f but the people were 
tke foundation €f both^ for parliament 
did not makp the people or their own 
privileges f but it was thfi^ people that 
made the parliament. He then re- 
Cnrcd to the terms of the coronation 



oath, by which the King swore to 
maintain the religion of the land as 
by law establisbad ;, but the i^sent 
of the Kins to a law improving the 
condition of the Irish catholics, could 
not possibly be deemed a violatiou 
of this oath. The disabilities which 
afiected the Irish catholics, supposed 
theprotestantchurch to rest on pains 
nnd penalties, and the word of God 
to be founded on tyranny. If the 
interpretation frhich some put on the 
coronation oath was the true one, it 
was in effect compelling the first 
ma^strate of the country to take an 
oath against the franchises of his 
people, of calling upon God to Wit- 
ness so unnatural an obligation, if 
this interpretation was just, how of- 
ten had his Majesty been thanked 
for what in that case would have 
been considered as a violation of his 
oath. Mr. Grattan insisted that the 
catholics of Ireland did not deserve, 
by their conduct, the severities that 
afiectcd them; the English parlia^ 
ment in effect said to them, " We 
have broken your hearts and your 
fortunes, and all we desire of you 
is, that you will lay down your lives 
in our service." 

The house by repealing the laws 
by which the rights of the catholics 
' were restrained, by doing which they 
would not only perform an act of 
justice, but materially add to the 
strength of the empire ; for the der 
basing light in which the catholics 
of Ireland had been treated, tended 
to debase their minds, and to prepare 
them for a foreign invader. If the 
enjoymentlof civil liberty by the ca- 
tholics be incompatible with the se- 
curity of the protestants, and that 
it was necessary to declare so by 
act of parliament, it must be ex- 
pressed thus : " Whereas the French 
nation has prevailed against all the 
power9 of the continent, and where- 
as we have no reliance fbr support 
but in our fellow-spbjecis, therefore 
be it enacted that one-fourth part of 
our fellow sulyecis be disqualified^' 

f 
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On» tp Illustrate it further, lie would 
suppose that a man of war had met 
wuh a ship of the enemy, and was 
just upon xho, point of engaging her, 
but that before the engagement be- 
gan, some Icarm^d gentleman should 
propose to the captain to throw one- 
fourth pact of his crew overboard 
because they differed in some ab- 
struse points from the opinion of his 
chaplain. The British empire was 
that vessel — the British empire was 
the ark which has alone survived the 
^luge of the French revolution ; 
whatever remained of living crea- 
tures not subjected by France, was 
ifnder the British dominion, andyc^t 
a proposition is made that the ser- 
irices of one-fourth shall be rejected. 
. . Mr. G. concluded by remarking, 
that it had cost three hundred years 
of experience to conqucjr our utmost 

J prejudices with regard to the catho- 
ic^ He rejoiced to see the infatua- 
tion and madness which had so long 
prevailed, at length subsided. To 
the honour of the country, there 
was not a single petition on the ta,- 
l>lc against the catholics of Ireland. 
The city of Ix>ndon had scorned to 
present a petition. The city of Dub- 
lin, it was true, had proposed one, 
but it had been rejected. The Uni- 
^ versity of Oxford had, by the judi- 
cious choice of its chancellor, signi- 
fied their approbation of the princi- 
ple upon which the present claims 
of the catt|olies were founded. In 
177% we established poper>- in North 
Apierica,' and we had recently sent 
two armies to maintain the catholics 
in Spain and Portugal in all their 
rights. France mit of the way, and 
thor^ was not one papist we bad. not 
embraced, except our own country- 
men! 

Sir /, C. t^lppi*^^ t'ose to second 
the motion. He entered into a dis- 
CMisionofthe Roman catholic claims, 
and the constitutiotn of the catholic 
church, but in so low a tone of voice 
that he could not be heard from the 
gallery. lf« read a variety of <^uo- 



tatlons from the proceedings of ca^ 
tholic councils. lie contended, that 
it vf as absolutely necessary to acce(*a 
to the claims of the Irish catholic^, 
if we wished to employ thie strength 
and energies of that country in de- 
fence and support of the empire. 
Mr. O'Hara^ coiisWt'ring the iiA- 

Krtatice of the qtirstion, and tha 
:e hour of the night, moved that 
the debate should be adjonmed.*-- 
The debate was accordingly ad-^ 
joumed until Friday next. 
Monday y May il. • 
The house in a committee of sup- 
ply, Mr. Lushington in tJie chai^, 
resolved, on the motion of Mr. Rose, 
that the sum of 13,7271. be granted 
to the trustees of the Brftish Mu- 
seum, for purchasing minerals^ tba 
property of tfie late hon. C. F. Gre- 
villc. — The report to be received to 
morrow. 

PAULIAMENTARY UtFORM. 

General Tarleton said, he held ih 
his hand a petition, signed by 5000 
inhabitants of Liverpool, praying foi^ 
Parliamentary Reform. He knew 
many of the persons who signed it, 
who were truly respectable. The 
mayor refused to call a meeting, but 
they assembled at a tavern, and a- 
grced to the petition, and the busi- 
ness was conducted with the greatest 
decorum. He agreed with the pc- ' 
tilioners in respect to the necessity 
of a parliamentary reform, but dif- 
fered from them in what they have 
stated with respect to Sir Francis 
Burdett. He concluded by moving, 
that the petition do lie on the table. 

General Ga$i:oyn€ said, he con- 
curred in the motion foe having the 
petition laid on the table. He ad- 
mitted that the petition was signed 
by a number of respectable fftrsons, 
to whose petition, on a former oc- 
casion, his hon, colleague objected. 
The populatian of Liverpool consis- 
ted, he observed, of 100,000 inha- 
bitants, not one out often of whom 
were of the same opinion of the pa- 
titioncrs. ' 
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Tho petidoa wa& ordeted to bo 
kud OB the taUe. 

Mr. Bjobarts preseotcd a pctitioir 
horn Worcester, praying for parlia- 
mentary ReforiB, which was ordered 
!• lie on the table. 

. Mr. Wardk presented a petition, 
ttgoed by ttpwardx of 1000 /recroen 
ami inhabitants of Canterbury* to 
tbe same effect. He stated whenf 
the Bolimited priTilegcs of parlia- 
BKiil begun, there the liberty of the 
sahject ends; ami xokik Sir Francis 
Bmrdefi was m He T&w€r, the Chan^ 
cdhr of the- Exchequer, x^ cwnrvefi 
vM Lord CastUreagh in trtfficking 
far « aMtf hsfwrlimaHnt^ was at large. 
The petttioB was ordered to be laid 
on the table. 

. Mr. Brrn^ rose, lie stated, that 
£Doni the external and internal skua- 
tiao of the country, and above all 
the importance of the thing . itself, 
(oMftfnnf^a reform in the rcpresenta- 
tio^of the people in the house of 
Cfomotts) it was at this moment the 
laost necessary and, expedient mea- 
rars that could be adopted to tran- 
qailise the empire,/ and render the 
ptople happy. On this depend their 
rights and liberties^ on this depends 
t^ dignity of Ihe people. Before he 
vooki proceed farther ia his ob- 
stmoioDs, he thought ,it necessary 
' to say ft few words respecting why 
he was urged at this juncture to agi- 
tate tbe question, ft might be in- 
ftiauated, and clamour would j/ro- 
bably propagate the report, that he 
^had availed himself of a crisis when 
popular ferments had prevailed in 
cQQseqpenoe of the imprisonment of 
an hoB. bftfoaet, a member of that 
house, and that he haii taken that 

roctttUity Co ijiAame the minds of 
pea|>le: be was above so mean, 
so unworthy a demeanour. It was 
in the recoUeetion of many of his 
frirnds, that prc^^ious ^to the last 
puMgatiotv he had signified to them 
his iatetttiao in that sessions to have 
hRMigbs forward the very motion he 
shauld submit this uig^t,! iind it 



was also in their recollection^ that 
at the pressing instance of a parti- 
cular friend, nc postponed it till tlic 
present period, lie trusted that this 
circumstance^ together with the 
known fact that parliamentary re- 
form was always nearest his heart, 
would operate sufficiently to repel 
any ill-natured or calumnious charge 
that might be propagated against 
him on the ground of his seizing this 
crisis to communicate his sentiments 
upon this great object, and ascertain 
the sentiments of the house upon it. 
fiut be wished' it to be known that he 
really saw nothing in the state of the 
public affairs arising from the cir* 
cumstance he had mentioned which 
could possibly operate as a reason 
why it should not be agitated. On 
the contrary, the state of affairs is 
such at this very crisis, above all o- 
thei periods, as to require ihe agita* 
tion, and if possible, the accom* 
plishment of tois desirable measure. 
— ^This was the very time when the 
house of commons of Great Britain 
was to be the astonishment or the 
derision of Europe. With respect 
to the internal situation of the cpun- 
try, he would say, that there must 
be reform to acquire confidence with 
the people : the house must be iden- 
tified with the people. That unhap- 
pily is not the case. The people 
know that at this moment a gieat 
part of the representation in that 
house is composed of borough nomi- 
nees ^ persons not representing the 
people, but representing individuals, 
who in return for the seats which 
they hojd under them in that house, 
expect a reciprocity of services. They 
cannot, must not disobey their pa- 
trons. It is a thing too notorious, 
the facts establishing it arc recorded 
in its own journals, it was so com« 
mon and so puhlic, that he would 
not wai^te tl^e time of the house or its 
patience in reciting them, lie would 
therefore at once proceed to his sub- 
ject. The evils complained of were 
considered to be two* First, in the 
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c^Lse where placet ahnost uninbabU 
ted send members toparliamcnt ; and, 
secondly, where, placet populously 
inhabited send no members to par- 
liament. These are the two great 
grievances) but there are also morei 
though of a minor nature when com- 
pared with them. Every man with 
whom he conversed on the subject^ 
who was not directly or indirectly 
interested himself, admitted the ne- 
cessity of parliamentary reform. — 
Every man also, and he in common 
with them, dreaded a sudden re- 
form; he did not desire such a thing, 
he wanted a substantial and a prac- 
tical reform, which, whilst it was 
easily accomplished, would also be 
beneficially actuated for its country 
and for the good of man. He was 
not such a theorist as ro be so par- 
tial td his own plan as to go the 
length of rejecting any other plan ; 
iar from it. He should on this night 
merely move for a committee, and 
leave it to them to adopt such a sys- 
tem as their conjoint wisdom should 
think moKt conducive to the public 
good. He should, however, new 
slate the outline of his plan, and 
which plan, if the committee should 
^ appointed, he intended to pro- 
pose to them. He should state the 
inoit prominent evils, and he would 
propose for each its appropriate re^ 
medy. First, with reswct to decay- 
ed boroughs, he would seek a reme- 
dy in the constitution itself. In an- 
cient times, >C is recorded, that when 
m borough fell into decay, it was 
customary to relieve its inhabitants 
from the expencc of sending mem- 
bers to serve in parliament, by dis- 
franchising them, and giving other 
boroughs more populous that right. 
The principle, therefore, which he 
contended for, is recognized by the 
constitution, and he had not to tra- 
vel far to revive it. He wished these 
rotten boroughs to be disfranchised; 
it was these created so much dis- 
just out of doors; it was this that 
litfeattdio muchdi>tiustof the house 



throughout the country^ and yet the 
disgust was not so much in the pur- 
chase of a borough at in the nomu 
nation, and that too for the obvious 
reason, because the patron nominal 
ting always controuis the vote of 
him he nominates, so that the mem- 
ber is not th<^ representative of the ' 
place, but of the owner of the place 
he is supposed to represent. Id fact, • 
there are about 30 boroughs, whose 
electors on an average do not exceed 
^0 persons. These things cry aloud 
for a reform in parliament. A Hair 
representation cannot be expected . 
to exist so long as members are re- 
turned to parliament from desolate 
and deserted villages. The right of 
election consists in extent of popu- 
lation and extent ef property, whe- 
ther that property be real or person- 
al. Where there is no property there 
can be no complaint of want of being 
represented; the like where there 
was no population; and this was 
the view in which our ancestors 
held the right of election and repre-^ 
sentatioi), for they restricted the 
right of election in counties to free 
holders, and in cities and boroughs 
to freemen and to householders. He 
therefore, in following-thehr example, 
should restrict the right of voting 
to freeholders, with th^ addition <^ 
copyholders for counties, and tp 
householders paying taxes for bo- 
roughs. This would produce no in^ 
novation, unless the addition of co- 
pyholders were so to be considered ; 
but the justice of admitting them ta 
exercise this right, he thought, 
would not be disputed now, and 
this was the goseral ^utHne as to 
the state of representation and of 
election in England. This was no 
flight of fonciful theory; it was of 
true English growth, and was no 
innovation ; but wotild be, in ^Mt, 
a replenishing of the constitation. 
In Scotland Ae necessity of reform 
was also imperious : he would there* 
fore extend hh system there if poi- 
iiUe, and hk^ the ri^t ^ electa 
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lug members there Tested in the ae- 
tusl fireeholdert of the ]aiid.-*There 
could be DO constitutional objcc* 
tion to the disfranchising the dr* 
cayed boronght, and there could 
be no rational objection to it. He 
had^no objection that thos^ \irbo call 
themselves the proprietors of bo- 
roughs of this description &bouid, 
in the erent of their being thus dis- 
franchised, have a remuneraticm for 
their loss— not admitting an actual 
right to it» for, on the contrary, he 
considered that when the borough 
was in a state of decay, the people 
had a right to re-enter ; but yet be 
would Tote for the remnneration and 
for the compensation; because, in 
hts opinion, even prodiagality in 
such a case would be economy ; for 
this will remove obstacles that might 
otherwise stand ki the way, and by 
not retarding, accelerate the glo- 
rious work. It will be a cheap pay^ 
ment for a dear article, .and such 
as he thought would give every sa- 
tisfoction to the purchaser. Having 
stated thus much of his plan, and 
his ideas upon it, he would proceed 
al to the applications of the mem- 
bers to the new places. He would 
have members applied to those towns 
that were most populous, and were 
not now repmented. It would he 
found most astonishing, but yet true, 
that there are at this moment witbin 
the bills of mortality, north of 0«- 
fonUtreet, no less than 400,000 in* 
habitants unrepresented ! whilst pla- 
ces that scarcely have an inhabi- 
tant, and some that actually have 
none, such as Gatton, St. Mawes, 
Old Samm, and others, send mem* 
bcrs. He appealed then to the wis* 
dom of the house, and, above all, 
to the r^ard they had for their 
country, whether they would coun^ 
tenance this vast disparagement any 
longer f He hoped that they would 
not; he still had a sanguine expec- 
tation that the house would at last 
ro«se Itself from its lelbargy, and 
sifSfn ths rifi|ts of (be people, The 



loose members shook off from the 
disfranchised boroughs he •would 
send to Sheffield, Manchester, and 
such places, and in doing this, he 
would but follow the example set 
ut by our ancestors, who invariably 
made it a rule, when a town unre« 
presented became populous and opu- 
lent, to have members applied to it» 
and this he would extend to Scot- 
land. On the state of the represent 
tation in Ireland he could not ven* 
ture to make any great assay be^ 
cause of the union ; but still much 
might be done there with respect l» 
representation, for in that part of 
the united kingdom great grievances 
still exist ; but they are not without 
remedy, if it were possible to pre* 
vail upon that house to apply the 
remedy; for there are somo bo- 
roughs there in the hands of the 
wealthy and powerful aristocnicy of 
Ireland, which require the pruning 
hand of substantial reform. The 
duration of parliaments was another, 
object that hi wished to be altered,, 
and so far altered as to operate ia 
favour of reform. It Iwas an objecr 
of the very first importance. He 
did pot mean that the country should 
have annual parliaments ; they were 
too short, and the members would 
not have the opportunity of knowing 
their duty. Neither did he meas 
that they should continue to have 
septennial parliaments; they were 
too long. His intention was to cre- 
ate triennial parliaments; that would 
be striking a medium betweeen the 
two extremes. But when, be urged 
these alterations he emphattcaU/ 
desired that it might be understood^ 
that, in his opinion, even triennial 
parliaments would have the mosi 
dangerous effects, unless they were: 
accompanicil by a new mode of elec* 
tion, namely, that of voting by dis« 
tricts, where the sheriff could go 
round the county, and get the ag- 
gregate of the votes. He never would 
consent to the return of m^mbert 
b/ disiricis ; but be wished T9 sey 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



fmr H m u Mt m y Mk gmitK — < 



[jfWtT^ 



tk« wctimg tor wntmhcn by 4i»tFt£ts 
t^ kt adopted ; for district returns 
yf^pvid b^ woA'n^ mova than return- 
ing the gfoat «|ttD of the town oi 
n^ftghbuurhood^witboiii legard to §»- 
mttft, qualification^ or talents; b^ 
»tdes, the voting hy districts would 
save aa incredible enpeoce to iudi* 
Tjduak of cvf ry descriptiom candi- 
date as .well as ekctor. In to^ bs> 
the people might vote by parishes, 
ax)d this woald pieve»t a gneat nuas- 
hcif of mischievous conu^quenccs 
t^t iu the prescat mode of ekctin|^ 
€V)r9staDtly occur. Having thus sta- 
led both geaerally and particularly 
the whole of his plan, he recapitu- 
lated oaoe more the oatliae of it, 
and he ohierved to the house, that 
the unly novelty in it was the intra* 
duction of copyWdi'rs to the right 
of alectioa; as to all the rest, il 
W9fi nothing more tluui was already 
ia be found in the constitution. The 
hoa^ gesitlemao concluded with mo- 
nag, 

** That a committee be appointed 
ta enquire iato the slate of the re- 
presealatiott of the people in parlia- 
iaei|t, aAd ^he most effectual means 
to remedy the evils tlicreof, and to 
leport the same to thb house."' 
Ou the question being seconded, 
Mr. D. GMy paid many compli- 
ments to the good iatcntion» of the 
la$t speaker, and acknowledged, that 
of all the plans of reibrm which had 
b(*ea montioBCil, be knew of none 
more moderate, and loss objection- 
able, than that proposed by the hon. 
gentlcmaa. lie seemed, however, 
not to be aware that delegates and 
representatives were not the same, 
aifid that their mixture in that^ouse 
sqemed, ho thought* necessary to the 
perfection of the contititution. But 
he was against laying down any ma- 
thematical plan for the formation of 
that house* When a gcntknian was 
fleeted by any particular place, or 
by any particul|ir body of men, to 
a seat in that house, be conceived 
him tc^ be a representative of the 



whole people af this rotmfry. Oa 
this ground he could not comlfra* 
the principle on which ihe h^n. gen- 
tloman^ motion proceed(*d. M^ ^ 
idea qfstaii betMg bo^M ^mi 4 My he 
dtidedit, im amf gnaf d§greeJ and 
if this practice did prevail, it wab 
principally with West India proprie- 
tors, Ac as to whom he saw no rea^ 
son that they should not be represen<> 
ted in that house* if (h^ practice 
went to a great extent, ha confessed* 
it would be a crying evil ; but this 
he wM convinced was not the caae ; 
Mid be did not wish to eacoumge asy 
chaiige.~The situaltottof tbe.coUn-* 
try was most flourishing, as our pub«^ 
lie work^, canals, harboars, &e« 
every where evinced. We had a« 
military proscription at other cott»» 
trietf had* We had indeed taxes ta 
pay; but fleets and armies could nol 
be supported without incurring .«^ 
great expeace. The people of tha^ 
country, however, lived at their ca«e, 
and even lor a prolonged period o£ 
life ! Justice was distributed with 
an equal hand, and om. the wkak V- 
amid not ut timl rejhrm wm$ .a# a/l 
rcguir<d, 

Mr. Noti deehit«d thai no maa 
felt more smoerely than he did the 
excellcjice of our constitution. Ha 
wished for no cbaage, but at the 
same time he was anxioat that those 
corruptions or imperfeciione which 
time produced in the structure should 
be remedied. When we looked ar 
broad, and saw, die state of other 
nations, we had great reason for con- 
gratulation ; but to iosnre a cunti- 
Ruance of. the blessings we enjoyed, 
wo must not overlc^ reform. If 
the house did not moderately and ra* 
tionally reform itself, they must ex- 
pect reform from some other quarter. 

Lord MtHmt was.satisfied that no 
motion of the kind could be brought 
forward with greater ad vantage than 
the present was enticed to from the 
statement, and koan the character* 
of his hon« friend. He hoped, hoar*' 
ever, that while thehouae would not 
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•Iknr tliecbmraeter«f his hoR. fmnd, 
<ia the mte hand, to weigh in the 
fCftle IB support of the MvtioA ; nd- 
Iher wovld they svibr the pavt of the 
country (Comwal]) from wlikh the 
hon. gemkmaA who opposed it (Mr. 
Gtd4y), to operate as a drawback on 
the weight of his optBion, being m 
it «ra£ entitled to the highest coutH- 
deration. His hoo.^ friead had said 
that bia «nly \tish. -wan to bring tbe 
«OQStit«tion back to' what, it bad 
tmn, or ought to be. Notwithstand- 
ing the coDStitatioaal knowledge of 
hia hon. friend, he sMspacted he 
voald find it difficiik to point out 
the prrio4 at which fth« constitution 
was in tbe state he repiesonted* 
Would be refwr to tbe very TQmo^e 
part of our history; to tbftt period 
when tbo Tudors re^aed otcr us, 
which, he though t, he would scarce- 
ly vlect ; or to the reig^a of the 
^arts, during the tlaie of tbe pen- 
fioned jiarliainenty which also, he 
pitsahied, would not suit his 4ioii« 
innid ? i^Ic greatly Sttspectrd, that 
at the mne our very best laws passed 
Ihfy had members among them from 
Old Saturn, from Hellestot^e, and 
tbe other boroughs which bis hon. 
Inend wiUied, by a single dash, to 
«hliterato from ibc representation, 
lie agreed with the hon. gentleman 
en the Aoor(Giddy), that such places 
as these described by his hon. friend 
had frequently introduced into that 
hocise tbe greatest ornaments of the 
eonntry. He agreed that the pian 
^fhis hOB. friend was fair to behold; 
that it was weH proportiom*d ; but, 
was his boa. friend so illntcquaintcd 
with tbe disappointments which fra- 
ners of constitutions had to encoun- 
ter, as to suppose that he tnight ex- 
pect to frame in hiscomfniftcesorar- 
thing better than the present consti- 
tution of this country? IJc knew 
thai in another onintry (Amorica) a 
rtjfistitution had been formed which 
'^ras per^tly smaoth, and bad no- 
thing in it to o^nd the eye; but 
was it found oa experience to be so 



veH cakuktcd fof At gcwd ttf IW 
inbabitaiits? Ko^ by^o means; it 
had completely failed^ Hisbon^fncad 
was anxious to have his cohmm- 
tce ; but could kc say that he aright 
Bot in the committee, laU in sriah a 
person who would he rash enough ao 
go greatly beyond what he he4 peo- 
posed, and mig^t gaia the racew He 
oould not agree to go with his hon. 
fi^nd in this chivalrous vace in the 
pursuit •fsi-ceDatitution. Let bin 
liave the Aritiib coBstkutioB eowii- 
Bucd aa it had been at all Jtiniea. He 
was ccfftaia his hon. friasd couM 
not shew him any period when tbel« 
were BOtiaif^aBd sBKiilcr bodies^ 
electors, and even doaa boroof^fii;* 
As to the other part of his hosK 
friehdTfi plam^-tMaiely, the ducatioa 
«f parbainents, be bad neither wy 
great predtlcctipn nor any great ob* 
tiOB to it. It was a matter iu whick 
4HI alteration might be made Airithdnt 
a parliamentary reform, h was fa- 
ther a matter of regulation, Tbens 
was no necessity for a committee on 
the subject. Uis hon. friend mi^t 
move for leave to bring in a biU to 
that effect. Why might he not eveiv 
on the other branch, noove for leave 
to bring in a bill to take away bur- 
gage tenures in particuiat instances' 
In a committee there might be a do- 
zen of other plans propoMed beside 
that of ki\ hon. friofid. Was it bis 
hon. friend's object that the-lionse 
must be bound in every instance to 
follow the instructions of their con- 
stituents? Were ibcy to he bouad^ 
as itl\'crc, by indonlures? If so tbfy 
would be as it were, a conrjress ^ 
ambassadors? Either liis plan would 
have this excellcaice or it would 
have none at all, that they mustfo)<» 
low the directions of their constitu- 
cntSi so that they would have an in- 
dividual, insteQil ot a general i^piv^ 
sentati<»n. According to his opinion^ 
the houst wa9 a fair geatrai TfprtMk^ 
tatum of the ptoph. 1 It was not palf- 
ticularly fond of the present parlia* 
mcntf but he did not think a time 
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^d*moiir tb« Attest penoii for ftn 
election. The people were then out 
of their sente^t and would elect those 
who talked the greatest nonsense to 
thetn i This was the canse of such 
a parliament as they now saw. He 
was for no innovations. He was not 
to be led away by the cry that the 
people ought to be satisfied, as if it 
was possible to satisfy those who 
were resolred not to be satisfied. Ho 
'was convinced it was iiot possible to 
Irame such a parliament as was pro- 
posed* It would/ in fact, however, 
M, not a reform in the parliament 
' biUt in the coifstitucnts. He did not 
fee that the notion was called for; 
. that it was necessary ; or that it was 
practicable ! 

Sir /. ifncoporf deprecated inno- 
vations as nhicti as any man. Oek- 
ilemen had no objection^ katoiver^ U 
$ko9f innovatumt xMch had for their 
object to narrow the rights of tkt peo- 
ple. They had narrowed the right 
of voting in Ireland. They had ta- 
ken away the elective franchise from 
the inhabitants of Shoreham, Aytes- 
bufy, &e. on the ground of their 
misusing the right ; here they were 
only asked to do the same thing, on 
the ground that the right was, in the 
instances complained of, no longer 
applicable to the purpose intended. 
The noble lord had instanced Ame- 
rica. He totally differed from him. 
The proofs of a good constitution, 
were that the people were govcnicd 
to their own satisfaction, that thoir 
taxes were small, and that their 
debt was on the diminution rather 
than on the increase. If these things 
were so with America, could the 
noble lord deny that the attempt to 
frame a constitution for them, had 
answered? The noble lord said, it 
would be necessary to go the length 
of the plan of the hun* baronet of 
last year, oi to do nothing at all. 
This he could not agree to. His 
object was to repair the fabric, not 
to pull it down. He did not say 
tbcrt might not be parts of the plan 



of his hon. fnend, o^ which he might 
not approve ; bot, at the same time 
sufficient had been sUted to induct 
him to go into the committee. The 
house had, last year, recogniied tha 
principle of the necessity of parlia* 
mentary reform, by a bill, not cal- 
culated however to do any good, 
and he now called on them not to 
set Up the pl^a of danger arising 
from innovations. They had inno« 
vated against the people, why not 
do the same in their favour as had 
been exercised against them ? 

Sir /. Fultmey entirely agreed 
with the observations which had 
lisllen from a kamed gentleman wh^ 
spoke second (Mr, Giddy). If tho 
house of commons were entirely t^ 
speak the will of the people, it 
would become an absolute and de- 
cided democracy* He agreed that 
the plan prop(»ed was moderate, 
but still he tbought it unnecessary. 

Mr. Jacoh did not see any utility 
in the plan. Such a reform as 
would go to diminish the expcnce 
of election contesu, as had bei« 
proposed by an Hon. member (Mr. 
Tiemey) he thought was much more 
likely to do good. Earl Chatham, 
he observed, had been brought in- 
to that house as member^ for Old 
Sarum. 

Mr. 5. Bourne was against the 
motion. The real question was 
whether property or numbers should 
decide^ and he being of opinion that 
property rather than numbers should 
predominate,, and taking into consi- 
deration the temper of the times, 
was prepared to give his opposition 
to the motion. 

Mr. WardU^ observing, that an 
attack had been made on the plan 
proposed last session by his hon.^ 
rriend (Sir F. Burdett) not the lest 
honounctd from his being a prisoner 
in the Tower, and having a faithful 
R^ollection of the plan of his hon, 
and worthy friend, begged to call 
the attention of the house toit, from 
which they would see, t^t instcaU 
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of there being any thing objectiona- 
ble in it, it was highly the reverse. 
It went to two propositions, the en- 
durance of parliaments, and the per- 
sons who should have a right to 
vote. His hon. friend did not press 
any particular method of effecting 
these objects. He did indeed sug- 
gest, that freeholders, householders, 
and others, subject to direct taxa- 
tions in church and state, should 
have a right to vote : and, as to the 
endurance of parliaments, that it 
should be brought back to the legal 
period. His hon. friend certainly 
did take property as the basis of po- 
litical power. It was to property 
that they looked in the days of Hen- 
ry VI, when the amount, at which 
an independent freeholder was to be 
estimated, was fixed at 40s. If they 
were at this day to endeavour to as- 
certain the same thing, who, he 
would ask, were more likely to be 
independent than those who were 
able to pay the heavy burthens now 
imposed on the people of this coun- 
try? He bad no hesitation in de- 
claring the feeling of his mind to be, 
that the right of election should be 
regulated by the property of the 
country, and should belong to those 
is'ho contributed to the exigencies of 
the state. Who were they who now 
represented the freeholders of 40s. a 

J^ear ? They were comprised exact- 
y in that class of men to whom he 
had alluded, namely, those who pay 
all the taxes of the state; and who, 
by paying the whole taxes, are now 
the most independent body of men 
in the kingdom. The right hon. 
gentleman (Bourne) had said, that 
the constituent body had greatly in- 
creased. Why should it not do to, 
in proportion to the increase of pro- 
]ierty. It was a doctrine which he 
ever should maintain, that people 
could not be taxed unless they were 
tepresentcd. Henry VIll. when he 
tmpofed taxes upon Wales, gave the 
|>eDple of that country representa- 
lires — thus laying dowa aid mark* 



ing this distinct line of right. As 
to the duration of parliaments, tho 
hon. mover preferred triennial. By 
an act of Edward III. parliaments 
were ordered to be holden every year, 
and oftener if necessary. This rule 
was strictly observed from the 18th 
Richard 11. and was first infringed 
in the reign of Charles I. when for 
twelve years together there were no 
parliaments at all. After this time 
triennial parliaments were first in- 
troduced, and came, at the time of 
the Revolution, to be considered as 
the law of the land, although in the 
Bill of 'Rights^ frequent parliaments 
are the words made use of. The 
idea of triennial parliaments was a 
sentiment held sacred till the reign 
of George 1. in the year 17l6, when, 
iQStead of three years, parliament 
itself passed a law declaring that it 
should live for seven years. It 
might be argued that the supreme 
legislature cannot be bound. But 
if the representatives of the people 
took upon themselves to destroy th€ 
power of the people^ he should venture 
to assert, that a more illegal act could 
not be committed ; and that if ever 
Mgh treason was committed against 
the state, it was in that very act .'— 
He begged leave to read to the house 
I the sentiments of my Lord Raymond 
on this occasion : — " The King, 
Lords, and Commons can no more 
prolong a parliament beyond its na- 
tural duration, than they can make 
a parliament." Again, alluding to 
the despotic ministers of those days, 
the right hon. gentleman opposite 
(Mr. Perceval) might judge how far 
the words were applicable to the pie- 
sent times. He said — " A standing 
army and a standing parliament arc 
fit instruments to supporteach other.** 
The right honourable gentleman 
would know how far this applied 
to himself and the present minis^ 
ters. He asked, what passiod last 
session ? Was it not then admitted 
that taxation and representation 
should go hand in hand f That was 
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all he aske(l. The advantages to 
be derWed from this rule he could 
TuSt pretend to calculate; but when 
he heard the right hon. gentleman 
opposite (Bourne) contend, that when 
that house imposed taxes on the 
public, they also taxed themselves, 
he could not forbear from thinking 
that the sums distributed from the 
public revenue among the members 
of that house might account for some 
of the votes passed by them. If all the 
people who paid taxes were entitled 
to the right of voting, he entertained 
no doubt that there would be an end 
to corruption, as it would be impos- 
sible that bribes could be given to 
so vast a number of electors. How 
then could a scat in that house be 
swapped for a writership? Colluding 
to the case of Lord Castlereagh.J — 
Such a thing would be impractica- 
ble — it would be impossible. (Ones 
ofQitesdon! Question! J As gentle- 
men seemed to be in such a hurry 
for the question, he should not tres- 
pass much longer on their attention, 
though, to his mind, the subject was 
of far greater importance then they 
seemed to suppoSe. There was ano- 
ther reason, why he was anxious to 
see a more extended exercise of the 
right of franchise. It would do a- 
way the numl>er of controverted 
election petitions, with which so 
much time was occupied. Between 
the iTigns of/lienry III. and Kdward 
IV. being a space of 200 years, there 
were only three petitions of the kind 
presented to the house. The ques- 
tion being again. called for, the hon. 
gentleman sat down. 
■ Mr. Whilltrcad said, that he rose 
to express his complete assent to the 
arguments and proposition advanced 
that night by his hon. friend (Mr. 
Brand). To the necessity of a reform 
in the representation he had been 
uniformly alive; he felt that neces- 
sity from long and mature research 
— frem a reliance in the talents and 
integrity of those great authorities, 
which had for so many years pressed 
its adoption, as well as from the in- 



nate strength which accompanied 
the very proposition itself. It had 
long engaged the attention of that 
house ; by parliament its merits and 
demerits had been before canvassed: 
It had been considered by Mr. Pitt 
himself as of the most vital impor- 
tance; acting upon that feeling, by 
him it was submitted to .the consi- 
deration of that house, and was pre- 
vented from being carried into effect 
only by a majority of 20 votes. To 
the introduction of .such a mi^surc 
no objection upon the ground of its 
being a rash and crude innovation 
could apply ; and whatever diffe- 
rence of 0^)1 n ion may even now prc- 
''vail, upon the propriety or expe- 
diency of bringing it forward, there 
seemed, however, to be an universal 
assent from all sides of the house, 
to the cxplicitne^s, the candour, and 
the moderation, with which his hon. 
friend had on that night introduced 
it. The motion now proposed wise* 
ly abstained from urging any dis- 
tinct plan ; it followed the prece- 
dents which were in existence; it 
was the course pursued by Mr. Pitt 
when he came forward the advocate 
of rerorm ; it was that adopted by 
the Irish parliament, when that as- 
sembly were impressed with the ne- 
cessity of correcting the prevailing 
abuses in its ownjconstitution. Such 
also was the bourse recommended 
w heft he had first the opportunity of 
expressing his opinion on the sub- 
ject, at the period when it was in- 
troduced by his noble relative (Earl 
Grey.) True it was, that at that pe- 
riod, one of the great and strenuous 
supporters of parliamentary reform 
changed his opinion upon it. But 
whence sprung the objections of Mr.' 
Pitt? Was it that he had altered his 
opinion upon the intrinsic merits of 
parJiJanicntary "reform? Was it that 
he felt the arguments for its adoptJ9n 
less cogent, .or the effects to follow, 
from its accomplishment less srtlu- 
tary? It was no ^uch thing. lie 
objected to it not upon any grounds 
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att^cbiog pr dedaciblc from the 
measure itself, but growipg put of 
causes altogether extraneous. liis 
opposition to it cannot be consider* 
e^ as c^irected to the mprit of the 
measure, but to the particularity of 
the season when it was introduced. 
It bad that night been vauntingly 
asserted that the principle of reform 
)iad been tried in two p^rts of the 
world, and that in both the e^iperi- 
ment ha4 failed. He (Mr. W.) beg- 
ged leave positively to deny it. Re- 
form b^ not failed, because reform 
never Kad a trial. In Amjqricay so 
triumphantly referred to, the experi- 
ment had not been ma^e. There it 
was creation, and not rcfoi^m, that 
had taken pl^ce; and what an qwfufl 
ff(bm>HiiiQn to thai house must arise 
from inquiring j»hat tJie causes were 
vikhjbrced upon 4^^^ca ihtneces- 
iity (^ thaf creationJ 4U the evils 
i^ich accampauiied tjMt vnnqturttl 
cop/ff f-^nZ^ tj^fi calamitous con^eguefh 
^s whifh^rst tore America f mm Ph' 
gland, aud sc^tertd the seeds of fa*' 
iwe desolation throughout the whole 
^thj m^g^ have been avoided, jf the 
British house of commons had been re* 
formed. To the corrupt constitution 
of the parliament, said Mr. Pitt, ip<i# 
to be attributed the alienation of the 
colonies— the disgrace tf the parent 
country, it could not, therefore, be 
said, that reform had failed in Ame- 
rica; but it was too manifest that 
the wapt of reform in England had 
forced America to the necessity of a 
political creation; which, so far from 
failing in its object, had far exceed- 
ed the extent of human hope— ex- 
cecdedy inasmuch as it was the work 
of the greatest and the best of men 
— of th^t Patriot (Washington,) who 
communicated to the government he 
bad reared a certain portion of the 
purity of his own unsullied life; inas- 
much as it had grown from the weak- 
ness of infancy to the strength of 
manhood, engaged in all the pursuits 
which lead to greatness and to power 
apaUe of existing upon its own 



iesources, and too likely to becon^c 
your future rival. If such was the 
case as to America, how was the 
asserlTou of the right hon. gentleman 
borue out by a reference to France ? 
Can he affirm, that evco there the 
experiment of reform was once tried? 
Unfortunately for France, foi Eu- 
rope, and humanity, reform was re- 
fused. To all applications for the 
redress of abuses, — to every pro- 
posed amelioration of the system of 
its government, the answer of tho* 
then in power in that country uni- 
formly communicated denial — un- 
til those denials terminated in tfe« 
overthrow of the French Monarchy, 
-^When then such instances were 
plain to their understandings, jvas 
n not natural, that many persons 
in the country should now look to a 
reform in that house, impressed as 
;hey were with the opinion, that nei- 
ther the American uor the French 
war, both events so replete with na- 
tional calamities, would ever have 
taken place if that house had been 
iairly constituted, and ifit spoke the 
feelings and the wishes of the peo- 
ple? Was it not natural, when men 
t:ontemplatcd the disastrous cam- 
paigns, the fruitless expeditions, the 
lavish expenditure of the nation's 
blood and of its means, which so 
characterize the political history of 
latter times, to attribute such ef- 
fects to the want of that constitu- 
tional influence which the country 
should possess over the conduct of 
its public servants? When they see 
ministerial majorities ready to^ de- 
fend every rash project of war—to 
screen every delinquency — to pro- 
tect every malversation, and to re- 
fusez-every popular appeal for re-, 
dress — can it be a matter of surprise 
to that house, to find the country 
anxious to correct that which they 
consider the source of all the nation- 
al evils, namely, the imperfect re- 
presentation of the people in the 
commons house of parliament? Then 
how was that remedy to be effected ? 
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It was to he effected, as his hon. 
/iriend said, by looking into tbe prin- 
ciples of the constitution, and ap- 
plying them to present circumstan- 
ces. It was by giving to the people 
their due influence in returning men 
to that house who came there the 
representatives of the country, and 
not of their own money. But the 
right hon. gentleman opposite has 
said that peers constitute a virtual 
Yepresentation of the people. Did he 
forget the manner in which such ho- 
nours and dignities have been in 
modem limes too frequently bestow- 
ed? Did he believe that the more the 
peerage was diluted its honour was 
proportionably increased? Without 
any invidious application, he would 
suppose a case of a great independent 
commoner, from many causes pos- 
sessed of considerable influence in 
that house and in the country: to 
get the support of such a man be- 
came a great object with the mini- 
ster of the day. How could he more 
eff*ectually proceed to accomplish 
his purpose than by holding out the 
honour:: of the peerage as the re- 
compence? 

Having thus excited no very com- 
mendable feeling of ambition, and 
with the facility of saying " much 
on both sides of a public question," 
which the member for Yorkshire 
(Mr. Wilberforce) had stated accor- 
ding to a great writer, to exist, 
was it not very probable to suppose 
that by such a pursuit the dignity of 
peerage might be exerted to corrupt 
the other branch? JFas there not 
stmie ground for believing that which 
had fetn often contended^ namely, that 
such an instrument has the house of 
lords been made as actually to suck 
at the best blood of the house of com- 
mons f From the operation of such 
causes the house of lords continues 
DO longer what the constitution in- 
tended, wh'rlst the commons stands 
in need of I'eformatioti. In consider- 
ing the mode of that reform, it was 
impossible to overlook the conse- 



quences which followed from men 
finding their way into that house 
by the nomination of peers. Consi- 
der the relationship in which a per- 
son thus returned stands with a re- 
presentative sent by a portion of the 
population of the country. The lat- 
ter stands forward for the free choice 
of his constituents. He takes his 
place in this house unfettered. If 
circumstances should arise on which 
his constituents express their opinion 
and request his support, what is hiss 
alternative ? Should he even against 
his own judgment acquiesce with 
them or vacate his seat? His opN 
nion was, that the representative 
was not bound, whatever view he 
took of the question, to vacate his 
seat. But what was the case of a 
nominated member on a pinching 
question? Was he not beund either 
to vote with his patron or to vacate f 
The latter was the uniform jtracticc 
when such circumstances arose f That 
in tne one case you refuse to pay 
^hat some consider a legal debt, 
whilst there existed no objection to 
discharge the other, which might be 
termed a debt of honour. Such a 
man, when he took his place in that 
house, came not as a representative 
of the people, but as the delegate of 
the nobleman. He was aware that 
men of the first talents and strictest 
integrity were in that way returned, 
and that in the present state of the 
representation, they could not from 
many causes obtain seals in another 
manner. But the system of his hon. 
friend had the advantage of afford- 
ing such men opportunities. And 
though it took away twenty nomina- 
tors, it opened forty places where 
they could, from their talents and 
their characters, establish claims to 
popular support. There had fallen 
from his noble friend (Lord Milton) 
certain observations which he had 
heard with surprise. His noble friend 
had stated that at popular elections 
the man who could talk the greatest 
nonsense was sure to succeed. Now, 
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he (Lor4 MtUon) had been engaged 
in a great popular contest, in which 
character was opposed to character, 
great natural interest to great natu- 
ral interest, and money to money. 
The result was in favour of his no- 
ble friend, and without feeling in- 
clined to make any invidious com- 
parison, he would ask what could 
have induced the people of York- 
shire to prefer his noble friend to his 
opponent; but that both he and his 
• adherents spoke better sense, and ex- 
hibited more constitutional principle? 
In this country the good sense would 
generally predominate at popniar 
elections, be was convinced, unless 
lome dangerous delusion in the shape 
of a religious cry, was artfully rais- 
ed to conceal some ynconstitutional 
proicct. 

ft was manift'st that in the public 
mind there prevailed a great and 
growing indisposition to that house. 
— * That such indisposition existed 
be was persuaded, and he much 
apprehended that those who did not 
kelieve it would not awake from 
their delusion until it was too late. 
It had been generated by acts done 
in that house during the present and 
latter sessions of parliament. Many 
of its discussions have given great 
disgust, so much, that in their wrath 
against that bouse they would de- 
prive it of those privileges which to 
a house of commons duly constituted 
they would freely grant. The oppo- 
lers of reform endeavoured to deny 
that it is the wish of the country. 
They grounded the assertion on this, 
that tbe people had not petitioned 
for it. But they have years ago pe- 
tioned, and the reason they did not 
repeat them was, that they feel dis- 
appointed and disgusted with the 
apostacy of those who once were firm 
supporters of it. They have found all 
their petitions for redress of grievan- 
ces disregarded; and in that very 
sessions they had seen the house of 
commons refuse to receive the prayers 
rf the people! But it was most idle 



to believe that they did not wish for 
reform in their hearts* Its necessity 
became every day more absolute.-— 
Wise couftcHs might do a great deai^ 
imtfor complete recovery, in his opi- 
nion, a reform in the construction of 
that house was essentially necessary / 
What has been the fate of other na- 
tions who neglected the means of na- 
tional safety? Did Prussia reform? 
-^Did Austria redress the pttiple's 
grievances? Why has Spain been 
the theatre of havoc and desolation? 
— Were their miseries to be traced 
to the experiment of reform? Or ra- 
ther, was it not the effect of the re- 
sistance with which their respective 
governments treated every proposi- 
tion of redress and amelioration? 
Had Sicily reformed?— And whaf^ 
notwithstanding the liberal assistance 
of Great Britain, will be its fate, un* 
iess that government shall be wise 
enough to accede to the reasonable 
wishes of the people? Subjugated 
Europe has fallen, not because she 
made rash experiments on l^er systems 
of gefoemmenty but by sanctifying 
every abuse, and pertinaciously refu* 
sing to accede to the Just desires of the 
people; she destroyed the moral ener^ 
gieSy and though she placed arms m 
the hands of those uho ought to have 
been her defenders, there remained 
nothing of influence over their hearts 
when btvught in contact with the ene- 
my ! What was the effect of the 
denial of i;eform in Ireland? It was 
this-^that tbe corruptions of its par- 
liament became so glaring and so 
destructive, as to have rendered it 
necessary to merge it in the legisla- 
ture of Great Britain. Far better 
would it have been for the reciprocal 
happiness of both islands, that the 
course of reform had been pursued, 
and that the two independent par- 
liaments had been continued. Comm 
peusalion for boroughs had been air 
iMded to; to it he was decidedly a- 
verse. There was not j, feature of 
right connected with such a princi- 
ple. The thing here was ditiSuent 
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ffUiofks YfQtp ro^de. f^ore it i¥«|i 
jidBQi4ted ^y the rigfit boq. geiDtle- 
p^juuf^ ffki^p^vt yrw at tbeJbG^4 ^ M3 

.^k ihc U^im wqs bought ! 

The bon. iD^YXibcr proceeded tp 
con>incyDt upou the misc}iicfs >vbic|i 
most follow from collusions betwccQ 
4be poitrotts of lioroughs, and the 
^nistor — t^ oqe bartering bis pa- 
nonage either to gratify bi$ fimhi- 
lio^ jV^ hi,s ftvaricc; the other the 
liouo^rs of the crown, or the luoiney 
t^ thp people, to acquire parliamcn- 
ji^xy support. Suppo^se some great 
> Jlprd with his six or seven nominees 
ifi that house, should, in the longing 
pf htk empty vanity, grasp for those 
itti»|i|^c^09s which were ordained to 
reward heroic achievements — -that he 
»^oukl threaten 4he minister of the 
4ay with titc defection of his noml- 
i^ees in that hou^, unless be obtain* 
^ that ribband} which, though an 
ornament to merit, must, when o- 
ibcjrwise conferred, be copsidcred a 
badge of disgrace to the wearer. Ii«s 
sjocb a^case never happened, i>t was 
it impo^ible that it should ever hap- 
pepa&ain? Ijad it never occurred 
)bat ^^naccs of a similar pature 
were ^^ftde to a minister, unless his 
c^ottjatcoance was given to some pro* 
posed public work, in which was, 
AO^ycver, blended some little of pri- 
yafe v>tcrest« but for the accpm« 
pllsh^cnt of uhich tbc public mo-^ 
ncy was to be entirely applied ? If, 
iben, such things have happened — 
if t))ey can happen again — who was 
it ihut could <ieny it to be most pro- 
fligate exercise of those powers which 
^ere entrusted for far di&rqnt pur- 
poses? Iktwcen the contending opi- 
ni<ms of his hon. friend and that of 
ibe right hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Bourne) opposite, he (Mr. \V.) was 
placed in a dreadful aUernative. — 
Ilis hon. friend said, that upless 
reform took place, a military despo- 
tisfn wo\ild loUow. The right hon. 
gf;>otl^man was fully persuaded, that 



if cefoi^n waf f^coede^ to, Ais cou^* 
try, after being dr^tgged through the 
vortex of democracy, wofL^ at length 
Ipe Ejected \o a military govero- 
mcut. It was not for )iim to ftav 
that eitl^er co^seqiie^cp would fol- 
low, but in adjuring that house to 
acquiesce in themotion for going into 
a committee, he would appeal to the 
authorities of the dead to strengthen 
the admonitions of' the ^ving. J 
call upon you to ^ar in remena- ~ 
brance the mighty characters who^ 
have expressed their decided sup* 
port to this question of reform. The 
horrors of that democracy which^the 
denial to reform had accetcrated i^ 
France, bave subsided from their 
own exhatistion. Engird, thou^ 
■buffeted in the tempe^t^ h^ escapcji 
from« the general wreck which hajs 
jbefallen so many other nation^. ,)Vi1l 
she not proj^t even by th^eir e.xf tip- 
ple? Will she, with their cala^- 
ties apd the^r fate, speaking tp her 
with more than oracular force, re- 
cuse to redress, and, by such injf§- 
tuation, hurry to the same destiny;? 
Events bave ta^en pl^ce withija these 
^aljs which» have sunk deep into 
the he^ts of the people. It is tn^e, 
that many of the gentlemen opposite 
think the impression done away, ai[i^ 
that the popular reason is novf 
righted. If the right hou. gentle- 
man opposite (Mr. Perceval), the 
first minister of this country, thinks 
himself justified by the decisions oi 
this house, he must allow me to 
tell him, that he grossly deceives 
himself. Let me assure im, tiqt 
the votes of this house, which were 
meant to justify his actions, have iu 
po inconsiderable degree increased the 
advocates fsr parliamentary reform. 
U'hose fears, which springing from 
the changes of Europe in 17^13, had 
HO alarmed the mind against inno- 
vation, now cease to operate. All 
vntin sec the absolute necessity of re^ 
forming — they see that danger pres- 
sing upon them which was so feared 
and so expected when our expcndi* 
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hire was ten millions. — ^Whcn after- 
wards twenty millions. — How muck 
mdre chilling the prospect when it has 
bten increased to seventy tluiiionsf and 
when we contemplate the awfai 
troth, that all human resources are 
finite ? There was little to add to 
the reasoning already advanced at 
various periods upon the subject. — 
Bat with respect to the sale of scats, 
Be would contend that the man re- 
turned by his money could have lit- 
fe connexion with the public feel- 
ing. With constituents he could ne- 
ver come in contact, perhaps nev'cr. 
see them. He therefore had no bias 
to comply with their opinio;i8. He 
fdt and acted as the representative 
of his 50001. When versed in the 
system of ministerial management, 
he would not remain long backward 
in pursuing that course which he 
observed followed by so many to 
their own private advantage. 

Mr.\¥,next adverted to the septen- 
nial act, which abstractly considered, 
Bethought mosttyranical, but which 
was in some degree justified by the 
motive which led to its adoption at 
the time, namely, the preservation 
of the House of Brunswick on the 
throne of these realms. He would 
vote for triennial parliaments, and 
for regulating the planner of taking 
votes. The latter would be a con- 
sequence o( the first, and without it 
the other would be intolerable. . V/he- 
ther under a reform the members re- 
turned would be intrinsically better 
than those whq now sat there, he 
would not s^y, but by conyng in 
under so many popular checks, as 
much good would t^ produced as if 
they were intrinsically better. After 
expressfng his' ^sh to.scc, though 
not tb« efficient ofnpers of the crown, 
yet their depepdents, removed from 
^at house, lie cpnduded with ob* 
■erving, thiat ^ep though no other 
good wiis .to follow but the satisfac- 
^n of the people, for that, the ex- 
eftion should be made, and from its 



accomplishment the ra6st salttfat^ 
benefits would follow. 

Mr. Cannitig said, it was nol poi^ 
sible that a graver or ihore cora^re^ 
hensive question — a question invof* 
ving more senous interests, or moHi 
tremendous consequences — <*ould 
possibly come under their considera-^ 
tion. It might undoubtedly ha[^p)^ 
that some circumstances might occu^ 
to render such a deliberatioti n^ces* 
sary, but there was as little doubl 
that th^t necessitf ought to be road^ 
clearly appiifent before the house a^ 
dopted it. The main and leading 
argument which had been u^ thai 
night in favour of reform, was, thai 
it would <;on(5iliate ttie great bcidy o^ 
the people; he did not believtett; 
because he did not believe that thd 
great body of the people was di8(56n^ 
tented. No doubt there Was a pdLnf 
in the country who pretended reJbftnt 
and seeking anarchy, reviled ahd 
distrusted that house ; but the ohje^ 
of whose views was not its imprwi^e^ 
ment, but its dcstr\(cti(M : a fom, 
contemptible^ degrddcdxrdv, Who raag- 
nifie<l themselves into the nation, and 
diminished the nati<^n into»a faction 
— who declared lht*ir own infallibi- 
lity, and deprecated the judgment 
of all others ; a bbdy who were too 
weal: to be respetted — too despicable 
to be feared. But even this wretched 
body, though they demanded reform^ 
declared that it would not prove suf- 
ficient. No, they would have the 
house of commons omnipotent ; they 
would have it every thing ; all other 
establishments nothing ; they would 
make it, like the rod of the prophet, 
swallow up all around it. This was 
the eternal creed of reformers^ ever 
weahy ignorant^ and insatiable. It 
was the creed even of those, who, 
with more enlightened minds, had 
become infected with their princi* 
pies. Sir James Mackintosh, for 
instance, who no doubt thought very 
differently now, had suffered his en- 
larged judgment to be so Tar misled 
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#8 to declare, in bis eloquent work 
on the French revolution^ that had 
he an house of commons reformed 
to his wish, the throne and the peer- 
age should be but a dust in the ba- 
lance ! Indulging every desire as he 
did for the dignity of that house, 
and cherishing every rational hope 
for the prosperity of the people, he 
could never consent so to raise them 
above their natural level as th^t eve- 
ry other constituted establishment of 
the state should be ** but as dust in 
the balance." No ; he would never 
conciliate the reformers at such a 
price ; and, at any expence short of 
that, he did not think tbey were to 
be conciliated. There was, however, 
one principle to which those reform- 
em pretended — a veneration for tho 
throne itself, and an high jcspect for 
the individual by whom it was filled. 
Alas! that bouse well knew such 
language had not even the merit of 
originality. By such pretences it 
was the unhappy Louis had been 
deceived. By such men it was he 
bad been deluded into the notion 
that he bad an interest separate from 
lis people, and a place in the hearts 
of those who flattered they might 
betray him. lie hoped sincerely 
there was not a man in that house 
who was not eager to ward off the 
melancholy oracn. ** Why" (said 
Mr. C.) " why should we embark 
upon this dangerous voyage ? Why 
should we trust ourselves to this 
unknown ocean ? We have heard 
that the ancient empires of the earth 
have been uprooted ; that the most 
solid democracies have been crush- 
ed ; that oligarchies the best esta- 
blished have been destroyed, and 
that Kngland alone stands erect 
among the ruins! And why have 
we so stood ? lk>cause, say the re- 
formers, we have been radically cor- 
rupt. Sir, I will not bow to the 
whimsical deduction ; I will rather 
deduce from some wise distinction 
the source of our prosperity. Like 
the nations which have fallen, we 



have a monarchy limited — like the 
nations which have fallen, we have 
an aristocracy incorporated ; but 
unlike every one of those nations, 
wc possess — an house of commons ! 
This is our proud distinction — this 
is the sole palladium of our salva- 
tion; and this we are now called 
upon to regenerate, by the mad cry 
of unmeaning reformation !" But, 
(^ay the discontented) the house of 
commons as it now is, has hurried 
the nation into extravagant expendi- 
ture, and unnecessary wars. It \i 
not the fact. There has not been a 
war during this century, which was 
not in ]ts commencement popular — 
The people it was who goaded the 
government and the house to hosti- 
lity — the people it was who forced 
and goaded even the pacific Sir R. 
Walpole into the declaration of war, 
which, in the end, overthrew him* 
self and overturned his administra- 
tion. The people it was who at first 
urged the American war, and at last 
decried it when it became unfortu- 
nate; the people it was who encou- 
raged the war with France, which 
saved (his country from all the mise- 
ries entailed on that. He was as 
ready as the hon. gentleman to la- 
ment, that more liberal and solid 
provisions had not been made at tht 
period of the restoration ; but this 
made directly against the hon. gen- 
tleman's own arguments, for CbaTles> 
II. was restored chiefly by the spirit 
and strong impulse of the people. 
The next stand which the hoQ. gen- 
tleman made was at the revolution^ 
Now from that eminence looking 
downward to the present time, ha 
could not discern, with the excep- 
tion of the septennial act passed m 
all the pride and f^lory of the whigs, 
one single measure which did not 
tend to ameliorate the people— he 
could not discern, mid all the perils 
of surrounding nations, a nobler se- 
curity to English independence, tha% 
the established house of commons* 
Should ho then ungratefully now 
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lofgin tliose benefits? Sboiild he 
Ittipoliticly fling o^ide all hope of 
future advantage, afid trust to the 
conflicting wisdom of a reforrting 
committee to strike out some ne\7 
mnd speculative system ? He saw 
BO necessity for the experiment, tke 
knmc ofcomnuma wtu all thai ike ho- 
nestly patriotic could desire it I What 
question but here met a discus- 
sion ? Wkat grievance hut here met 
its remedy f I cannot consent, (said 
Mr. C.) to hassard this, if 1 am 
' •bilged to choose between the capn* 
crious chance of an undefined com- 
lAittee and the ancient edifice which 
has so long upheld ouf rights, shield- < 
ed our dignity, and secured our in- 
terest, 1 shall not hesitate — •' Stet 
fortuna domvs" — Let the venerable 
fabric, which has sheltered us for 
so many ages, and stood unshaken 
through so many storms still remain 
unimpaired and holy, sacred from 
the rash frenzy of that ignorant in- 
Bovator who , would tear it down, 
careless and incapable of any. sub* 
siitutioR. 

Mr. Tiemey was no advocate for 
tiolent eflbrts at reform, but he was 
anxious for some approach towardii 
it, because it was certain that in a 
fbw years some reform must be forced 
•B them* In this he meant nothing 
of that wild affair which was called 
radical reform, a thing which was 
only another nam^ for revolution. 
He had ik> idea of courting popula- 
rity, for popularity had now come 
into such rude bands that it was no 
honour to any one. The radical re- 
formist was not to be content with 
any concessioo ; give him a vote for 
the copyholders, and he would de- 
mand universal suffrage; give him 
all the men for voters, and- he would 
desire>o have ail the wonfen, give 
hifl^ tb^ women, aod be must have 
^xMldreit too. The people of 
ABKlmod were wist add might safely 
M»e trusted whh power ; no einl could 
accrue from giving them a dose con- 
Hectioil with their represeBtativii. 

▼•L. Vllft 



But it was certatD^.that ;be people 
had now acquiied a contempt for 
the house of commons : and it Waa 
tlie stirprise of all meti how the 
house could suffer the right hon. 
jeutleihan (Mr. Perceval) to retain 
his place as he did. While the votes 
of Cintra and Walcbeten were firetli 
In their memories, it Was not won* 
derful that that house should lii un- 
der suspicion with the people. Ilia 
tumult which had since been raised 
saved tbe minister, and Mr. Perceval 
owed hts place to Sir f^rancis Bunlett. 
No body of men hi the world but 
the house of Commons could have 
given the votes they did oi| those 
occasion^; ; and they put it beyond 
all doubt that a refor.pi >Vas necessary. 

Mr. fy. South was surpni>ed there 
could be a doubt of the undue influ- 
ence in the house. It was proved, 
that the peers had the power of re- 
turning 70 members, and yet the 
bouse would pretend to be indignant, 
if a peer attempted to influence a 
vote of a member, or a proceeding 
of the house. This was absurd and 
disgraceful. Why did they not at 
once expunge every resolution deny- 
ing the right of the peers to inter- 
fere, and if they itiust be mean, bt 
at least consistent? ^ The quotation 
from M*Intosh, by a right hon. mem- 
ber, Mr. Canning, was completely 
misrepresented. That writer, in the 
passage alluded to, spoke of a ty* 
rannical monarch, ami a slavith 
house of peers, and concluded by 
paying, that a house of commons, 
justly chosen by the people. Would 
easily master all tyranny in the peo^ 
pie's caiisc. 

Mr. Fontonbj/, in a very able 
speech, professed his willingness to 
go into tull enquiry in committee on 
the subject of a reform, which he 
thought essential to Cbegef>eralsafety« 

Mr. C. Wynne thought that many 
parts of his hon. friend's plan, if dii* 
tinctly brought forward, would be 
entitled to theattetitivc coosidcratioB 
•f the house. 
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' Loitl Forckfiifr toncnrred in the 
aeAthn^t •f his boii. friend who 
tpokc laftt. 

Mr. Brand in reply mBintaim*d 
that not a single argAiment, or sha* 
dow of argument, had been adduced 
to controvert the position upen which 
his motioo DP«Ced, naiiiely^ that that 
house was not the repriKsentative of 
the people of England* Whatever 
the fate of his motion might be on 
this occasion, he would feel it his 
duty to bring ^he subject forward 
again and again. There were in- 
deed certain parts of the plan he 
had detailed to the house« which he' 
meant to. propose in distinct bills in 
the course of this sc^sieths, if not 
too late-^but if not, he pledged 
himself to submit these distit)ct pro* 
po&itions to the house early in the 
next sessions, and he had no deubt 
that their adoption would soive to 
raise that house and to invij^orate 
the constitution, while it woiild es* 
scntially- benefit the country and cor* 
dially gratify the people. 

The question being loutlly called 
for, the house divided — For the mo- 
tion, 115 I Against it, 234. j Ma- 
jority, 119. 

Tuetday, May 23, 

On the motion of Mr. Foster, the 
house went inte a cooimittee 00 the 
lri«b lieer bill. 

Mr.^ Hutchinson wished the him, gen- 
tlemnn^ would not humr through this 
measare. Which inatenuliy affected the 
brewers of Trelftiid, till that body wh» 
msdb scauainted with its eiiaetments. 

Mri taster said, that he had every 
desire to oblige the bon. gentietnan; 
hut we understood bitn to declTile com- 
plying with the wish he had eipressed. 

After a few obiierTatloiis from Sir J. 
Niemport, Mr llutckinrnm, end Mr. H, 
SfNSk^f the bill weiit through the cummit- 
tet. Report to he received to-morrow. 

The bouse went into n commitee, 
when Mr. fioM proposed a resolution to 
Jocrense the dury on the importation of 
foreign liniher, by which he me^int to- 
encourage the growth of timber in our 
' Colohies, and enable the merchants* 
ships to take out home manufactures in 
•I change for timber of the growth ef 



these colonies; as fttim the present 
sute of the timber trade with th^ north 
of Europe, the shippius was obliged ta 
leave the poru of this kioedom in bal- 
last, instead of taking out British manu- 
facture in eschar^, as they had fbfmerly 
done. He thereJore proposed to ^ou))la 
the diity upon all foreign timber im* 
ported frdm the North orEorope.-^The ' 
resolution was agreed -to. 

Mr., Prendergust moved, that there 
.be laid before .the ho^tse a copy of m 
letter from the gov^rncr general of India 
to the court of direci-iis, dated the 23d 
of Aagust, 1809. The hon. mfeher 
prefaced his motion hy stating the ob- 
ject of it to be to point out the hardships 
to which the trade of India was sub- 
jected , by the want of shipping belong- 
mg to the East India company to convey 
the product to Europe, aod by the want 
of ships from America, wlio had.>been 
prevented from visiting India by the 
embaqi^^ The paper which he moved 
for would oummoiiicate muoh informa- 
tion to the house on this subject. 

Mr. Jhmdas had no objection to the 
document being published, if ^he house 
required it; but be saw no necessity for 
it at present, as it could not afibrd any 
useful information. 

Mr. ilrteoty. Sir T. Turimy Mr. P. 
Moore, aod Sir J, Anstrutker, sup- 
ported the motion, upon the ground that 
It was requisite every person connected 
with India should have as much infor- 
mation upon their own aflBurs as possible. 

Mr. C. Grant and Mr. Asteil opposed 
the motion, for the same reasons as- 
signed by Mr. Dundas. 

A division the n took place, and there 
appeared — For the motion, M | Against 
it, 64 1 Majority 40. 

ASSESSED TAXES. 

^Ir. Perceval called the attention of 
tlie house to the provisions be intended 
making in the bill relative to assessed, 
taxes, wluch he was now about to sub- 
mit. He proposed that an assessor 

-should not oe allowed to convert an al- 
teration in a tas. into a surcharge, and 
that whenever any alteration was to be 
made, sufficient notice slmuld be given, 

* OS by this means every error would be 
prevented. He likewise proposed that 
m -an appeal before the commissioners^ 
anless a traudulent intention was proved, 
no, double duties should .be charged) and 
that all thepowp of the commissioners 
should rest m discbarrang from emplov- 
ment. He moved| ** That leave should 
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be gwrwi to' bring in m bill, ibr the regu- 
latioB of the manner of makiu^ turcharget, 
without ftfiecting its prote.'' 

After a few words from Mr. J. Smithy 

Mr. Grenfell observed, that it was 
■ot sufficient in case of error to mokt 
the profits uf the inspector, it would he 
necessary to secore the public from lur- 
aharges, without affecting its profits. 

Mr. W. Smith bebeved that the snb- 
ject in question would never obtain ef- 
fectual redress. By applying at the tax 
office^ all roust know that th^ collectors 
of the revenue look favourable on those 
who bring them most monej.-^He was 
attooished^ to find, that alter ail tlie ex- 
penccs incarred by tife surveyors and 
other officers, the whole amount of the 
Mocharget from the report of the tax 
office was onlj 136,000/. u sum so tri- 
fling* that it was a mere drop of water 
in- the ocean of public expenditure. 

A meroher, whose name we could not 
Itom, stated^ that in. one district in 
Berkshire there wore 760 surcharges. 

Mr Stephen thought that there could 
he BO better remedy proposed forsuiw 
charge*, the abuser of wbicbwere very 
•xtettsmLthan that of his right hon. 
friend.— ^They were injurkms to the pQ- 
pulantyoflOugovernmeoL itwasproo 
P^ to pieyent error and profit from 
heiM synonimous. 

Mr. Biwsd s«|gested the propriety of 
this questiun bemj; brought under the 
comideration df a jnrv. 

Mr. Bmiwrd ihougU that the toUcSct 
might hedecidod by an appeal or kw, 
wiSmot bringing it under ^he considttrn- 
tKNi of government, 

StrX HmU understood that traders 
have the power cf pleading in accidental > 
drcomstances, hot that farmers have not. 

Mr. Perceval said, that when land- 
lords wo«ld remit their rents, then go- 
vetDfoenl would rentt its duties. The 
great ol^eec of the bill was to collect the 
reveinie ms easily as possible. 

Sir C. Poie aiid General J>/t made a 
few observations^ when the question was 
put, and leave given to bring in the bill. 

Gen. Laftuij pursuant to notice, rose 
to make his promised motion to exempt 
the pay of tbe officers in the army, navy, 
and marioes, and likewise the allowances 
to their widows, f^om the effects of the 
prop er ty tax. — ^The motioii was with- 
drawn after a short discussion. 
Wedneakty^ May 23. 
'Mr. C^/cTf^ moved tbe taking into 
consideration. th« twelilh report of mili- 



ary inquiry, so faras regarded the cose 
of Mr. Joseph Hunt, who filM tho^ 
^office of treasurer of the ordnadce » and 
concluded by moving, ^ That Joseph 
'' Hunt, late treasurer of the ordnanc^,, 
** had viohited the act of parliament 
** under which he held his office, by 
^' embexzting a large sum of the public 
*• fnoney*^And, Sdly, that for this of- 
**' A'nce he he expelled the house*'' 

Mr. Perceval wished Uie wo«id ** em* 
benled" to be changed into <' misap- 
plied,*' which was agreed to, and with 
this variatioa the motions passed meh. . 

CON. 

iV|r. Cakrefl then moved for a new . 
writ ibr Queenbbmogh, in the room of* 
Mr. Joseph Hunt. — Ordered^ • 

Mr. D. Giddy having movf d for leave ' 
to bring i^p the report of the select coni- 
mittee of Mlvi leges. 

Sir T, 'Purton opposed it, stating it 
to be his wish to rescue the house out * 
of hands into which it had most impro- 
perly and unadvisedly.entruste4it8pfi'« 
vileges. 

After a shorl discussion^ the report' 
vcas brought n^ and laid on the tablCi, 
Timr^duy^ May U. 

Mr. Perceval bronght up the following ^ 
gracious message from his M^esty : — 
«G. R. 

'' His Mi^esty, relying on tliq expe- 
** rience, aeal, and amotion, of hisfiiith- • 
*' fid commons, and eunsidering the great 
" importance of providing for such emer- 
^ geticies as may arise, trusts that his 
'' mithful commons, will enable hira to 
** disappoint or defeat any enterprizes or 
<< designs of his enemies, or the exigency *. 
** of affairs may require.^ 

On the motion of Mr. Perceval the 
message was referred to the committee 
of supply to-morrow. 

Sir J. Newport broi^ht forward his 
promised motion upon the case of the 
receiver-geueral in Ireland. Sir George 
Shee, by an act of the S5th of his Ma- 
jesty's positive statute, suppressed that 
offic*^, and in another provision limited 
llie salary of tl>e receiver-generul of ex- 
cise and customs to lOOOl. per annum. 
Mr. Clements, the then recciver-gonc- 
ral, was compensated for the almlition 
of his office bv a pension of GOOOl. a year. 
On his deathy Sir H. Cavendish suc- 
ceeded ; and what was most extraordi- 
nary, thaugh the office mas only held du' 
rmg pleasure, the reveraion of it mat 
granted to Sir G. Shee in the year 1802. 
In 1804 Sir H. Cavendish died, and of 
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coQxpfi Sir G. Sbct mccdKlH ; and iir 
Ibor years afterward^ for the perfoml- 
ixkPt of the duties of an office, positively 
by statute restricted to a saiary of 10001. 
peraDDom, the Irahgofoemmeui thoughi 
proper to dispae cf the public money in- 
the 00y of^ eompefuatum to Sir G. Shec' 
ami hi$ clerkMy to the amount of 3,700/. 
for dutieiy let it be reeoUected, dwkarMed 
andpmdforf by aprocise act of parlia- 
ment, ay what atAhority could minis- 
ters ooatraTene a direct and positive act 
of the legislature. If such a disregard 
of the lioittalioos expressed by uarlia^ 
ment were not stopped, who could say 
wb^fs the evH would terminate ? Upon 
these grooads he should move, as a re«' 
•olu^on, ^ That the house considered 
^fttdi grant highly reprehensible, and 
^ that the mmwters who granted it were 
^ guilty pf a cross direliction of their 
** pilbhd dutyv inasmuch as that if they 
^thought that such grant was expe*; 
^ dlent^ ^y ought to have applied to 
«« parHament,'^ 

Idr. W. Pole defended the^nt, upon 
thegroMod that 8irG. Shee received the 
reversion of theoffice of receiver-general, * 
then held by SirE. Cavtodisb, with the 
taihe profit^ imainnities, and so forth, 
as accrued from it at the time his imme- ' 
diate predecessor held it. . 

Mr. If. Smith thought that it was et- 
tfemely objectionable to leave so large 
-a balance of the pnbtie money in the * 
hands of any public officer. 

Mr. Bankei could not see what claims 
Sir G. Shee had upon tbe Insli govern- 
ment. He coold not help thinking, that 
there had been too great a consideration 
of private interests, and too great a ne^ 
lect of public views, in tbe conduct of 
Irish affairs. He thought the present 
case one that called for the animadver- 
sion of the house ; and considered the 
conduct of the right honourable baronet, 
in bringing forward this and other sub- 
jects connected with Irish afiairs, as 
highly meritorious. 

Mr. Perceval warmly defended him- 
self and his colleagoes m>m the intinua- 
tion thrown out by the last speaker. He 
denied that they had been warped from 
the discbarge of their public duty by any 
private consideration, or interested bias. 

Mr. H l^wmton agreed with his hon. 
friend on tbe floor (Mr. Bankes), that 
the thanks of the house were doe to the 
hntu baronet for bringing the subject be- 
fore them. 



The hmne dkided"-F«# the ttotxw> 
48 1 Asainstit, 99. 

On the motioB for the second reading 
of the stamp duties surplus appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. Tiemey observed, that in thia 
plan there was not <mly a violation of 
thewisepriaciple,'thBtourinoome should 
tally with oar expenditure; but of the 
spirit of the measure under which the 
consolidated fund was treated. What 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Addington, and Lord H. 
Petty — what every minister since the^ 
establishment-of this fund bad respected,, 
the right hon. gentleman disregarded I— 
What could be his reason for such un-> 
preoedented conduct ?^^Was it to be. 
understood by the country and bv the 
enemy, that no more taxes could hm 
found f*^ But the fact was^ that the 
right hon. gentleman took' a larger sans 
fif^m the consolidated fund for the pay- 
ment of the imerest of the loan, than 
could be fairly said to farm the surphtt 
produce of the duties laid on in S606.«^ 
To sustain this assertion, the right ben. 
genleman (Mr. T.), 'detailed the amount 
of the surpliis of the consolidmed fond 
for five years' hack, and also the increase ' 
upon several old duties^ fram ivhidh he- 
concluded, ' that Mr. Percevai was* only- 
entitled to take ihesam of S9#XK)0L iii^* 
stead of 900,0001. which by this hiH he- 
had actually apj^ropriated for the in-' 
terest of the new loan« * 

Mr. Rose denied that his ririit item. 
friend was evading the spiiit or the letter 
of the act under which the oodsolidated 
fund was estabhsbed^ by the measure hi 
discussion. 

Mr. HuskUson agreed with the ham. 
gentleman (Tieme^ as to ihedifficultiea 
of tbe country. Econoaky alone couM 
retrieve it. 

Mr. Perceval contended, that every 
degree of economy pradicahle with the ' 
state of the cotmtry was praetiied. 

Mr. TUmfy explaii>ed, dechm'ng hie 
readiness to charg^ the defiaencv of the 
year on the war taxes, to save the con* 
consolidated fund. 

After a few words from Mr, Bote and 
Mr. Bathuttt the house divided.— Fer 
the bill, lir I A^nst U, 6S. 
Friday, May fib. 

Alderman Con^ presented the petin 
tion, address, and remonstrance of the 
mayor, aldermen, sherifis,* and livery- 
men of the city of Lonnow, in common 
hall astemhled,^ sti^tiog th^t they wit* 
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iti§«d iriMirasmthfiii^tian of their 
Ibnner pitduoD, ami thai thm would 
•haodoB their duty* if thej did not cal) 
tha atlentioQ of the house to the »tth-i 
jecc It thea proceeded to advert to 
|be JmpriflOiiqiaQt of ^f F, Burdett, and 
Utt aUegaAMnK<:oBtai|ied w the last peti^ 
ttoo, and eoaohided by praying for a 
ipeedy.aod eScotualreibrm in parliament. 

The petitionf on the motion of i\lder* 
fiao Comb% irat^OiFdered 19 be (aid on 
the table. 

Mr. Baker areaented the address and 
declaration of the mayor, theri5^ and 
common council of the city orCANTER- 
loiTy ei^preeiing their concern at th^ 
inuduoot attempts making to vilify the 
house of conmonsy and praying that the 
honse would preserve inviolate 'the hies* 
siiwi of the present hifppy constitution. 

The petitMB was orden^d to lie on the 
tahlew 

Mr. Fo9Ur observed, that he had 
onotracted this day for a loan for Ire^ 
Isad to the amount of 1^40(N000L The 
sum total of the interest^ iododing the 
usaal iAaamy would be 51. 13&. dd. 
He cooebMwd by making a motion ac- 
cordingly for the payment of the interest 
of ih^ said loan ; which was i^reed ro» 
and the report was ordered to he re- 
ceived on Monday. 

The hou$e resolved itself into a com- 
laittee of supply, 

Mr. Percofid moved, that it was the 
epwMon of the committee, that, towards 
raising the supply, the lords commi»- 
sioners of the tveasury be authorised to 
contract for a lottery^ consisting of 
<SD,000 tickets; which wa» agreed to, 
and the report was ordered to be re- 
ceived-cm Monday. 

Mr« Fcnter observed, that X/>rd Or- 
mood had a right to buderage and pris- 
sy of winas in Ireland, which brought 
haa in ld,oeoL per annum. It was 
desirable that the right should be par- 
chased^ aod he theretore moVed, that it 
was the opinion of the committee, that 
the sum of S16/X)0l. be granted to his 
Mi^jesty, for the purpose of purchasing 
thedatiesof bntlerage and prizage on 
wine from L^rd Onnond, as soon as he 
eoold make good his title thereto ; which 
motion was agreed to, and the report 
was onkred to be received on Monday. 

Mr. M, A, Taylor said he rose for the 
purpose, of -calling the attention of the 
house 10 a sol^t of considerahle im- 
portavoe, whi^ was this, whether tlie 
sal{|fct Jmd ft riftht tQ redMMS in couru 



of justice or not? As the trade aoi 
commerce of the country encreased, so 
must there also be an increase of busi« 
ness and suitors in the court of chancery. 
The assistance in that court is not mora 
than it was 300 years ago, though the 
business encreased beyond all calcula- 
tion. He bore testimony of the industry 
and talents of his aoble'friend who pre* 
sidecj in that court, and the master of 
the. rolls, but no human strength could 
ncconiplisli the business. It was for the 
wisdom of the house to consider of the 
mode of redress. He calculated, that if 
a suit was commenced in the court of 
chancery now, it couLd not be disposed 
of, in coasequeuce of the multiplicity of 
suits, before the expiration of 14 years. 
The^e were suita in the court sufiicieat 
to occupy its, attention for five years» 
aod appeals lo the house of lords that 
Would not be disposed of in less tbaa 
eight or nin«years, as those now pending 
in that house, according to a priuted re- 
turn, amountuig tOt the number of 2€i9« 
The appeals in caa^ of bankiujptcies oc^ 
copied n<iw live days, where theyoccu-- 
pied formerly hut one. He concluded 
by moving, 

*' That a committee be appointed tm 
** enquire into the real causes, of the ar*- 
'' rears in the appeals u> the house of 
^< lords, to inspect the jouraab of the 
*' house, as to the number of i^peak ii^ 
" arrear, and m state their opinion te 
'' the house as the prob^hU cause of. 
" such arrears.'' 

Sir A, Pi^Ql said, as the sul^eet in^* 
volved a great variety, of oonsidemiioos,. 
he trusted his hon. friend would with- 
draw his motion to give time to enquire . 
into the subject. 

Mr. Perceval recommended to the 
hon. member to withdraw his motioo, 
assuring him that the subject shouhl have 
due consideration, witli whioh Mr. Tay- 
lor complied. 

CATHOLIC QU£STIO|r« 

Mr. Pamell moved that the debate 
on the catholic petitions be resumed. 

The question being put,-— 

Sir If. ScoU rose, but he spoke for 
some time in so low a tone, that it was 
impossible to hear him distinctly. He 
adverted to tlie circumstance that no 
petition had been presented from the 
university of Oxford tiiis season against 
the catholic claims. He stated, at the- 
cause of this, that having before de- 
clared their opinion on this subject, tbe 
members of tbe university had mit 
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ffioq^br it nreesuTj to renew their ap- 

ecHtiott to the boase. They had not, 
wever, chnnged their sentiments cni 
the subject. He then proceeded tost Ate 
the gTAonds open which he would gire 
H moet decided negative to the motion^ 
Ibr r eferr i ng these petitions to a com- 
mittee. In the first ^laee he snpposed 
h would be admitted, that there ought 
la be an established rebjnon. — ^'I'he con- 
stttntion in it^ best tiroes had recognized 
the necessity of this, allowing, howerer, 
• fiiir and hberal toleration to those who 
dissented from the establishment. If 
the appointment of the Roman catholic 
prelates was K> be governed by French 
ioAttetice^ the danger would be great. 
The petitioners urged their pretensions, 
wtthoar any qualifications whatever, and 
■pon that principle the disctissietH had 
fNi Mfkost former occasions proceeded.^ 
The VRTo was a recent notion — a mo-' 



foHowed by etiiers. tie woold gif« thd 
notion his decided negative. What 
eodd a con^itree do} If k took th* 
security proposed by the riglit hon. gm- 
tleman opponte, ther could have no as- 
surance that: it would be allowed : and 
even if it should b^ agr<«d to, it wonld 
only be transferrfng that vetd to hmt»» 
parte which had been refused to the so^ 
Tereig^ of those khigdMns. 

Sir J. Hewfort reoiarkec^ tlMt ah*ost 
erery time this question came to be di»- 
. cuised) the ol^tions to it va*ied.— The 
corooatian oath^ which had been ibrmer* 
\y held out as such a formidable obstacle, 
••as now consigned to obhvieu. The 
cofonaiion onfh was never anderstood to 
have applied to a case of this kmd, bv 
arty party, at the tim^ it was establishedL 
Much had been said about the dogmas 
6f the Romtsb chuitrhy w4ien tt would 
have been much beuer to have considei^ 



dero discovery. Now by wha^ had that , ed ifow th^popuhuioii ofthMe kingdoms 

been produced ? Not any change* that * "• ■ • •-- * i -—^ ---» »i^ 

hod taken place oa th^ cotttinent ; fo^ 
the pope was fi>rmerly as much under 
the MiAuence of BiiMapnrte as now when 
be had him in chains. As to the rejec- 
tion of the veto, he certainly respected 
that pruceeditig as the resuk'of ai con- 
tcientknis regard to the teneu of the 
Roman catholic eburch. But' when the 
ve«D had- been rejected on that ground, 
what posaible reason could there be to 
heheve that this proposition would be 
attc p t il^ which was a muc.h wider de- ' 
parture from the doctrines of the Ro- ' 
nan cathotoc church ? The veto merely 
vested a negative iu the hands of the 
king, leaving the chief part of the po^cr 
hi the hands of the pope; bat this would 
be shoving the poutitf entirely out of the - 
bushiess. Jt was a complete violation 
of the catholic unity, and mfinitely more 
iacvHisisteDt with ibe dogmas of the Ro^ 
man catholic persuasion than the veto. 
That there might be persons among tlio - 
Roman catholics, ready to agree to 
these expedients, for the sake of c<inci- 
liatioo, was very poasible. There were, 
iu all persuasions, 8(»me who held their 
tenets so loosely, (liberally, he bdieved, 
was the modern ter^,) that it was al- 
most incomprehensible bow tliey could 
leully consider tlieroselves a$ belonging 
to J hat persuasion to vihich they pro- 
fessed to adhere. Many of these might 
be very respectable people. — But such 
men could nut be regarded as the guides 
and tbo lights of the Roman catholic 
church, and iheir eiample would not be 



should be united in interest and eoualtty 
of rights, when such a* unioo had bee* 
formed on the coatm^t a^ittst us. The 
petitioners came to have their aiavrs 
restored to them. lie next adverted to 
the hardships under which the Roman > 
catholics laboured; they could not ris«' 
tothehiglier ranks to the array — tbey 
could not hope for a command where 
thef could highly distinguish themKelvea. 
No Marlborough could arise among xhm- 
cathohcs. Being without hope of at- 
taining the higher situations, tbty eottl#^ 
hardly be very aonious to qualify them* 
selves 'for them, llien gentlemeii had 
no objection to praise Blake and O'Don* 
nel, who had distinguished themselve«'' 
in the Spanish sen^iee. ^t why drivo 
these men to foreign countries, to look - 
for that rank in the militaryliie which 
they could not attain in their own cou»» - 
try> Why eielude them from their Just 
rights, from an idea of their attachment 
to France? Had they not been found 
in all parts of Europe fighting against 
France r— Then the exclusion in the law 
was as complete as in the army. A Ro«> 
man catholic was admitted to the bar» 
but no farther ; he could not even reach 
the dignitv of a Serjeant at law. Was it 
wise or politic to keep persons in that 
situation, divided from the state f Then, 
in the^ army, catholics might in Ireland 
rise to a rank which thev only had by 
sulferance, the moment they set foot in 
this country. Remarking further on the 
disabilities of the catholios, he observed 
that they could not be t^rifi^ ur anb- 
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abfnffik Hbir was it possible ^ any tot opoii every ground of justice -sttd 
people Co bear with patience sucb.excJiH policy he concurred with thembodi, ie 
iMos? Tlie penal laws, had, indeed^ couU wA agree in, coupUnM tuck 4m ijf 
Wea teiBfiftred by tfee growing iiberaLity ^ irimic right with an^ con&ion^ tuck at 
of the protectant, bui the catholic ought tlie Veto, vAid^ that bodyftlt to ke ia* 



Mt to be ieft to the lenitj of the pro- 
(ptfant. 

Lord CoHlertagk obsenred, that the 
<iiftolics ^t the time of the coni|>letion 
«r die iD^asore of Uoio^ bad no right 
t» eatertalB the supposition, that the 
Insh gi>veTameot at that penod pledged 
kself to give to tlie catholic body the 
privileges tbey now demand. The noble 
lord contended, that the reluctance ex- 
pressed on tbe part of the Iri§h catholics 
lo cede tbe security rrauired of tbein, 
»ss a proof that that body was more uri- 
ier the immediate controul of the papal 
luerarcby, tbas any other catholj^ peo- 
Die in Europe. He denied, that even in 
Sptm there existed such aa unqualified 
darotson to the papal authority in that 
respect ; be meant with refereuce to the 
^poiotment of their bishops. lie next 
iastanced France, where, he contended, 
tbat tbe pope had no more to do with the 
ooQuaaikMi of the didenent bishops than 
he had to do with tbe nomination of the 
prelates in any protestant country. It 
vould be found, from a variety of in* 
ibacvs, tbat there was no country in 
Earope in which the population was in 
a Mate of greater dependence upon their 
dmy tb^ Ireland. The noble lord 
caoduded with an appeal to the bouse 
t9 take into their due consideration tbe 
pcopriety of their entering into any coo* 
iict with tbe ;ttOMs and tcrupulout reluO" 
ttnce of an exalted personage, not more 
ilhtttrioos in rank than in virtue. 

Tbe boo. Mr. Lambe wns for tb^ mo- 
tioo : be said, that the perseverance in 
the rejection of the catholic claims must 
inevitaUy lea4.to tbe destruction of the 
ratptre. 

The hon. Gen. Matthew stated^ that 
tbe strong and conclusive conviction be 
eatertaioed upon this great question, 
eoald not suffer him to fureeo the oppor- 
tuuty of declaring to that bouse and to 
(hf eflipire bis reasons for tlie vote he 
ikueld that night give in favour of the 
taaacipation of four roillioiis of his 
coaatrynien. It was not bis intention 
^ go It any great length into tbe sub* 
' jpcv dtacussed aa it bad been so ably in 
(^ two speeches of the righi bun. mover 
«d the hon. seconder (Mr. Grattan aud 
^ J. C. Htpptsley). But tbouab in the 
^•crtMMi of ibe dans of tbe Ici:^ aathof 



compatible witk tkej^iitk wkick tkcjfpro- 
JpiHd, and tke ditclpiine to whick }br m- 
manjf centuriet thtnf kad ttedfattly nd» 
kered. He absolutdy would deny tl« 
truth of these grounds, upon which « 
surrender of their religious discipline was 
asked. The Irish catholics never had 
any othei intercourse with foreign 
piwers or potenutes, but the mere ac* 
koowledgement of tbe spiricual power of 
the pope. — And, therefore, to deny, at 
tbat day thdr title to the rights of free- 
men, and to tbe bli*ssings of coostits*- 
tional libeity through the apprebeosioa 
of their religion leading them into an ia- 
tercourse with hostile countries, waa 
nothing less than recallic\g into baaefol 
operation all those calumnies and maa- 
representations, wbicb were so profuse- 
ly circulated by those numerous libellen 
of Ireland, from Sir John Davis, Cox^ 
&c. dowA to those of a more recent pe- 
riod. Having thought it neceasary to 
state thus much as to tbe recommetida* 
tion of tbe veto^ he woiild next advert to 
the great question itsdf. The great ami 
prevalent delusion was, tbat by its op- 
posers it WHS generally constdmd on- 
ly as a catholic cause. It was not so 
limited ; the dangers of the empire made 
it a protestant one ; neither was it a dan- 
ger unfelt by the Irish protestants, inas< 
much as be was finnly persuaded tbat 
nine^tenths of tluit body iu Irdaad wene 
impressed with the paramount neccsstty 
of catholic concession. Such a persua* 
siom did not rest upon sunnise. The 
great protestant landholders had decla- 
red tiieir opinions in its favour. But 
vitiil OS its adoption was to the safoty of 
Irehud, i(. was not less so to the security 
of £ngland^>-not only of England he 
would say, but of Europe. Forupo« 
the strengih and security of the Briti&li 
Enioire, depended the hope of recovery 
td the subitigatcd nations o( the cunti* 
nent. It therefore behoved tbat houiie, 
if the cUims of Ireland were of no value 
in its consideration, to reflect that, by 
their disregard it t issued the safety of 
Great Britain. . If the si/stem of cruelty^ 
tyranny and oppression — the unceasing 
policy pursued in 1/ eland , for six httw 
dred years of Brit ifih comusum, wat not 
ttt lengtk to terminate^ what remained <jf 
the liUrtits ntn ^ tkit country wmvJd 
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iion, be ym^M 're^tst, ftinified in time 
afBcrtion eveti by yotir own hifltorhins 9i 
to former times^ Aifd convinced b^ his 
dwo observation in more recent perkxfs. 
tte bon. general here read^ume extracts 
fltJiB Morrison, of a comnpolideRce be- 
tween Lord Verulam and Secrctarr Ce- 
c9, in the reign of Queen EFizabetli^ 
w he r e in the former drew a most lament- 
aA>le description of the then state of f re- 
land, mider the admini&tranon of the 
Lord Deputy Momitjoy, wlicre the mi- 
happy natives were forced to subsist 
tipon the dog-nettles collected in the 
fields — where the women were actually 
forced by the dreadful necessities of 
hunger to be cannibals, and wiere then 
hanged for the offence. When these 
facts were communicated to the Queen, 
her answer to her minister was, " It is 
<* you have committed these things ; but 
** 1 fear that a similar charge attaches to 
*'*me, as Varro stated to 'Tii)eriiis,' that 
^ I committed the flock not to shepherds 
** but to wolves.*' Such was the descrip^ 
tion given by British authorities of the 
system under which Ireland groaned in 
their time. Yet barbarous and atrocious 
fts was that systent,- he bad in his own^ 
times, in this icnlightehed era of the 
world, in this humane reign, seen as bar- ' 
barous, as atrocious, as oppressif e, and 
almost as incredible acts, practised by 
and under the cognixance of the Irisn 
^veroment. There were before him ho- 
nourable members who could not deny 
his assertions. He did not utter them 
lightly, nor upon Uie authority of any 
second person. Ue spoke from the tei- 
timony of his awn senses. In defiance of 
every principle of justice^ in violation of 
every enactment framed for the protection 
of the subjects^ liberty, he had himself 
ieen honcsf, industrious^ and innocent 
mcn^ dragged from their homes to the most 
dismal dungeons ; hurriid from thefice 
without trial; nay, without charge, either 
to a triangle or a gallows^ to he tor- 
tared or half hanged, as an adjudged pu- 
nishment for any offence, feal or supposed ! 
No such tbiug, but to extort, by most 
exaggerated torture, either a confession 
of his guilt, or an indiscriminate im- 
peachment of those whom the govern- 
ment were pleased to consider obnoxious. 
But even if the sufferers were guilty, such 
a system was in direct violation of the 
positive clause in the great charter, 
which provided that in punishment, no 
druel nor onasual punisluneat should b« 



infiicM. IM Aim n^ $0 iM that hi 
nMS^ drawing an exaggerated statement ^ 
incredible ds it apptared; for the atroci^ 
tietwhkk it delineated, he ctmld state 
place and timi, Thof were daily repeat^ 
ed in the CastU-yard of Dublin, in the 
Royal Exchange, in Major Siindy*s pre-' 
tot, and in Mr. Bererforifs riding ha^se. 
They took place during the admrnistra- 
tion of that worst lord Ueutenant {among 
the many with which this unhappy eoCiH- 
fry wereaffltted) that ever wot sent tet 
Ireland — namely. Lord Camden, now a 
confidential ndmster and secret adviser of 
the crown. But it were somewhat tole* 
ruble even if such barbarities were con*- 
Jmed to the unhappy persons first r^ade 
the victims of such cruelty, in that pe- 
riod of unbounded outrage upon every ^ 
princijtie vf 'just ice, humanity, and qf law, 
even the cries of the widowed mother and, 
orphan ^ild became incentives to the lust 
of a brutal Soldiery; aud many were tht 
rnstancet where the wives and daughters^ 
in' the very view of theit agqnized pC" . 
rents, were shamefully and barbarousfy 
violated by, he was wrry to say it, JBn*- 
gliihfeitcibles and German mercenaries I 
avx it would be said, that such deplora-^ 
ble consequences followed from the con^ 
duct and the violence of the Irish people^ 
and were not to be attributed to the mis- 
rule of the government. What was the 
answer? It was thisi (hat with a change 
of system, even for a stiort season, peace 
returned. Lord Comwallis succeeded 
Lord Camden; conciliation tool: the 
ptace of coercion, and Ireland became 
tranquil and composed. Was that honse, 
then, prepared to say, in the. present 
state of the world, that it was determined * 
to persevere in a system of policy to- 
wards Ireland, fipom which such calami- 
ties have already ftown? Was it ready 
to abide by the course pursued by a set 
of men who, after what bad already ta* 
ken place, in consequence of their mis- * 
conduct, ought and would not be tmst- 
ed by an A(me«^ bouse of Commons. It 
was the height of madness longer to to- 
lerate the doctiine of proscription against 
a people whom you have thus treated — - 
a people who at this moment compose 
one half of your arniv and navy — a peo- 
ple who, when callecf to fight the battles 
of the empire, even n^inst an eoeftijr 
professing their own rehgion, have ever 
gallantly performed their duty. WbaU 
did be^ as the representatrve of Ireland^ 
ask from that house? What that bouse 
was^ bound by ctety prxncipia •f jostioi^^ 
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^tklftkbof uA/ema. Iraftty bounds to 
^t to Irelaiid--boiin(l to it by the. 
tint; of Liiiiericky which, oo the pa^t 
of Jnknd, was «ettled and condad^d 
V ^ Irish chjeftaio* at the head of an 
Inh catholic army, with the English 
fnnib and the lords justices on the 
pvt of England, a compact signed, teal- 
4 and ratified by Kins Wiliiamllf. in 
*^ it was provided (for, from the 
*»al igDorance of that house upon Irish 
M^ti, it was necessary to state the 
^)t that the catholics of Ireland 
i^ooid be reinstated in all the advan* 
iiget which the loyalty of their ancestors 
CMitled and obtained for tliem in the 
»^ of Charles II. and which were 
■0* claimed by their descendants upon 
tbe nine oodeniable grounds. Let those 
•bostilJ were determined to refuse the , 
pttitioQs of that people, before they an- 
■ooooethat important decision, pause 
^ the capacities of that country, 
wosWyour perverseoess drive her to a 
•iwlication of her wrongs. What did 
^beeridence produced before the select 
•WMiiuee, in the year 1799, communi- 
ttte? Was it not undeniable, that Ire- 
hod bad organized for resistance 300,000 
■n- That confident in her own means 
toeffecther own object, she refused to 
'^^OTe an army of forty thousand men 
^^^nd by ilie government of France. 
^^ refusal to conciliate should un- 
^piljr force her to that lamentable 
?we, what can prevent her from fall- 

?\ Qoder the dommion of the conqueror 
tke continent, or of standing a sepa- 
't* independent island under the pro- 
^*ctioo or Fraiice ? In either alternative 
SpOQ wbat tenure would the greatness 
"•H prosperity of Britain depeud ? With 
''wdi ships in the ports of Holland, 
^^^ and Ireland, manned with Dutch 
^ F.Yoch sailors — the brothers of 
^'"^ very men who have contributed to 
^besoppoit of your naval glory (a laugh 
/«• tie mhmterial bencha). The hon . 
pBtlemea may laugh, but there was lit- 
^ talject for such a feeling, when they 
^^colWcted that an invading army, witn 
J|B>Qs of conveyance in the ports of Vigo, 
\^^ tod Uorunna, was within 46 
^BQi of an island where the whole po- 
NuioB were dissatisfied and proscribed. 
^ Bot the house deceive itself. Let it 
^^■■der, whether Ireland b&d not every 
'^to gain, and nothing to lose by the 
^^■B|p. To be fure it would get rid of 
'oiM thnigs. It would get rid of a code 
^ pcn^ and gatliog rtttricttons— af an 
WL. rut. 



oppressive tythe system— of 16- milUoos 
of debt— of your improvident exactions 
and grindingtaxes— of her proportion to 
your sinecures and pensions. She could 
bring into the field an army equal to 
cope with any this country could furnish 
—to the full as well commanded, and as 
well disciplined. Before commuuicatiun 
could reach your nietrop<4is, by a gene- 
ral rising of her people she would be in 
possession of every arsenal and depdt, and 
resources she eould find in one million ' 
and a half of absent property, lie was 
not to be told, that what he had then 
stated, was the evidence only of noto- 
rious traitors. Whatever their conduct 
bad been, there was no man ever doubt- 
ed their knowledge of the country ; and 
it was to be recollected that such autho- 
rity had in that house been quoted by 
the kiiis's ministers in opp6sJtion to ca- 
tholic claims. 

Every commandins motive of human 
reason and policy called upon that house 
to reverse its system towards Ireland. 
In biinging them in his very humble 
manner before it, he felt he had done 
his duty as a devoted servant to that 
country to which he had the honour to 
belong, and as one most anxious to con- 
nect the two mutual bonds of equal 
rights and equal lavTS. — With respect tp 
the VETO he would not pretend to say, 
although be gave it much attention, that ^ 
he so understood it in all its consequen- 
ces as positively to decide upon it. But 
whatever was his own opinion, he would 
never set it up in opposition to the coii-% 
viction of four millions of people upon 
a point connected with their own faith 
and religious discipline. He must how- 
ever state, that the catholics of the 
great county of Tipperary, which he had 
the honour to represent, had in certain 
resolutions passed in March last, agreed 
to trnuftfer the appointment of bishops 
from the pope to a domestic nominption. 
For himself, he would say, that whatever 
deci<;ron the catholics of Ireland came 
to, in that he would acquiesce, deter- 
mined to give their great cause his un- 
qualified support, veto or no i?eio. His 
object was to place Ireland uoder the 
same laws, and with the same rights 
that Great Britain enjoyed. He felt 
the justice and the merit of the course 
he recommc iided, convinced that union 
and concihation would make that part 
of tlie empire not only iuviucible but io-t 
vulnerable. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



H 



^rtiamentarji lteg9ifer.-*^CbmMd*f4 



(l0tT* 



lord Joeelyn dM not ajjprehdnd any' 
jjr^at danger to the state nroni catholic 
cotacefston, provided th^ cathdiics w«re 
rteady to pive to the protestant establish- 
ment the st^curity which it whs bound to 
s^ek. Tn the lite resalation of the ca- 
tholic body, they determined n6t ro 
yi^ld ; and^ with every respect for ihtoiy 
of them, to whiise loyalty and hononr 
he woold ever hear rris testimony, be 
felt it his datv to oppose the motion. 

Mr. S»^/?r 'CDuhlin) cordially agreed 
^'xh his right hon. friend Arid coHeagtie, 
in Thinking H firoutd he a happy "di^ in 
Iretand, when so great and . desiraMe* 
an object conM be folly accomplished. 
This eieat end can only be brooght a- 
bont by Wntual concebsion; and if any 
of us believe, without snch securfty, the 
constitution rould be m danger, can 
any liberal catholic blame us for requi- 
ring that security in the first mstaoce ? 
Let the catholic** give the security their 
ivahnest advocates require of thern, and 
every hberal Irish protectant will be 
rejoiced at being enabled to admit his 
cOutitrymen of every religious persuasion 
to tbe full benefits of the constitution ; 
all hp. desh-es of the catholic is, that he 
wilt enable him to give him Uhat he 
looks frfr; this is what he requires, and 
all he requires. He knows the value, 
rlie necessity of conciliation; but to be 
dlhcere, it must be reciprocal. He 
Bhould foj' the above reasons vote against 
going into a commirtee, which could 
not be attended with any good ; but let 
that spirit of conciliation which is evi- 
dently gaining ground in the house and 
the country work a little more, aad such 
a confidence had he in the gOod sense 
of thai portion of his countryrnen, that 
he had no doobt of their seeing their* 
owu interest in due time, and coming 
forwarU to eive us that security which 
alone coald justify this house iti com- 
plying with the prayer of their petition, 
and which their oldest friends thin^they 
should not refuse. ^ 

Mr. Jtjfder contended strongly against 
the right now claimed bv the' Uorann 
catholics, denyir.g, as 'they did, the 
right of vtTO, which they had fonnerly 
m OTofessioh only, t)at never in reality, 
•utnorised their supporters in this mid 
the other house of parliament to concede 
to them. 

Mr. PoniorAtf asserted that the friends 
of the^risb- catholirs in pariiament had 
authority from^ their delegate in thw 
•Miury to o^er their acce«sion to the 



VliTO. This he sheWwl by tefi?rriT*g Oi' 
a card upon which Dr. Milner, in the 
pnestnce of Lord Finfeal, marked tbie 
terms of the veto, and silTl inore frorti 
a letter written by the Doctdr the day 
after that interview, in which letter the 
[Doctor stated his desh« to conmiunicate 
more distinctly the proposition of the 
catholic prelates. He declared Ms cotl- 
viction that thei*c was no danger to \i€^ 
trpprebended from Ireland; but that," 
it^roperiy treated', she wottid prove dtir, 
sti'eogth and security. All that wa§' 
now asked was, that the hmise should" 
go into a committee. There were no' 
great concessions asked; let only £h^ 
committee be gone into. What wat 
the stale of Europe at this moment f 
Was it not t'educea under the yomrnion' 
of one itoan, the greatest, probably, 
whom the world bad ever produced ;— ^ 
one who was sent, as it were by Provi-* 
dence, to accompHsh things which coul<f 
hardly have been supposed practicable- 
He was a man not only of |;reat talents, 
but probably of greater talents than any 
other man ofVecent times or of antiquity, 
who had 'ever existed. His talents were 
equally dgantic with his ambition ; and* 
the people whom he commanded werte 
cfijually endowed tvith talent, and also 
With ambition, as himself. It was in 
tliepower of Britain not only to do away 
any antipathy which their cofiduct to* 
wards the Trfsh might have creitteH, fmt 
even to convert it Into the most' inviola- 
ble friend. The Irish were wiflittg to 
prove themselves the rallying point of 
the empire against the French governor, 
who wished to make himself the uncOn- 
trouled Sovereign of the earth. It mightf 
not be the duty of a member of parlia- 
ment to state what was the dpinioii of 
the Sovereign, on any particular Subject, 
hat, unquestionablyj it became the du- 
ty of a minister, when the point at i$!iii# 
was one most conducive to the support 
of the throne, to warn the sovereign of 
the feelings and sentiments of his people, 
and e\'en to enforce on the royal ear 
the necessity of compliance, though tbnt 
measure should not be agreeable. Ame- 
rica wab lost to this country, not by the 
ndvice of ministers, but by a vote of that- 
house ; and if parliament was not on its 
gnnrd, so woold it be with Ireland. 

After some obserrations from Mr. 
Perceraf, and Mr. Canning against the 
m»»tion, and of ^Ir. iWhittretid and Mr. 
Herhert iri its favour, Mr. Hutchinson 
movcd^o'adjoum'tbe debate to Friday 
iiWLt, which was a^reed^. . 
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UBIOVATION OP LOVISi IV FATOUm 
or HIS ELDEST SON. 

Jmtcrdam, Juli/i 3, 1810. 

Louis Napoleon, by the grace of 
God i^nd the coostitutioa of the 
l^iigdoro^ King of (lollandy CQIU^a• 
Ue of France. 

To all those who may sec, oir 
hear, or read these presents, health. 

HoLLA^JDEiis — ^^eing convinced 
that j^othi^g n;iore for your interest 
Of your vepftFT can he e^S^cted by 
me, bat, . on the coptrary, consideT- 
iag tnyself{as cui obstacle which 
may prcvrnl the good will and in- 
tentions of my broker towards this 
country, I have resigned my rank 
and ^ royal dignity in favour of my 
eldest son, Napoloo^ Louis, find of 
his brothers Pri<)ce Cbvles Louis 
Napoleon. 

Her Blajesty, the Queett, bfeiag 
of right, and according to the con- 
stitutiotl', regent of the kingdom, the 
regency shall, till her arrival, be 
vnstcd in the council of ministers. 

Hollanders! never shall I for- 
gH so good and virtuous a people 
^ you are. My last thought, as 
well as my last sigh', shall be for 
your happiness. On leaving you I 
csQBot sufficiently recommend you 
to receive well the military and civil 
-officers of France. This is the only 
means to gratify his Majesty the 
Bmperor, on whom your fate, that 
of yout children, am) that of your 
whole country, depends.. Atid now, 
as ill-will and calumny can oo lon- 
ger reacb me, at least so far as re- 
lates to you, 1 hkve a well-fouaded 
hope, ^bat you wilt at length find 
the reward for all your sacrifices, 
itid for all your magnanimous firm- 
iess. 

&cai6 at HaaHem, July I, 1810. 
Loiris Vatoleo}9. 



Louis Napoleon, by the gra(?e of 
God, the constiution of the king- 
dom. King of Holland, constable of 
France. 

Considering that the unfortunate 

itate in which this country now is, 

* arises from the displeasure ichich the 

Emperor my brother has conceived a- 

gmnst me ; 

Considering that all endeavoars 
and sacriiiccs of^ my part to support 
this state of things, have been fruit- 
less; 

Considering lastly, that ii cannot 
be douhted that the course of the pre- 
sent stute cf things is to be attributed 
to my hoeing been unfortunate enough 
to displease my brother, and to have 
lost his friendsUpy and that I there- 
fore ajn the only obstacle to the ter- 
mination of th^se' incessant difi^prco? 
ces and misunderstandings ; 

We have resolved, as we by these 
letters, published by our own free 
will, do resolve to resign, as we do 
from this moment resign, the royal 
dignity of tliis kingdom of Holland, 
in favour of our well beloved son 
Napoleon Louis, and in failure of 
him, in favour of his brother Cbarlea 
Louis Napoleon. 

We further desire, that according 
to the constitution under the gua- 
rantee of his Majesty the Emperor,^ 
Qur brother, the regency shall re- 
main with her Majesty the Queen, 
assisted by a council of regency, 
which shall provisionally consist of 
our piinisters, to whom we commit 
the cuitody of our minor king, till 
the arrival of her ^lajcsty the Quocn. 

We further order, that the difFir- 
cfit corps of eur guard, under the 
command of Licut.-General Bruno, 
and General Bruno, second in com- 
mand, shall render their service to' 
the minor king of this kingdom; 
and th^t the great oiTicers of the 
ciown^ as well a$ the ci^il and mi- 
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litaiy officers of our household^ 
5hall continue to render their cus- 
tomary services to the same high 
personage. 

The present act done and conclu- 
dedy and signed by our hand, shall 
be transmitted to the legislative bo- 
dy, and then deponited copies shall 
be taken, and these letters be pub- 
lished in a legal manner, and in the 
customary form. 

Louis Napoliok. 

Haarlem, July 1, isia 

in the Qiame of bis Majesfy Napoleon 
Louis, hj the Grace of uod and the 
Constitution of the Kingdoro, King 
of Holland, the Provisional Council 
of Regencv of the Kingdom of Hol- 
land, to all those who may see, bear, 
or read, these presents make known — 
That in consequence of the resigna- 
tion of the royal dignity and authority 
made by his Majesty, liouis Napoleon, 
in favour of the crown prince, his Ma- 
jesty's eldest son, Napoleon Louis, and 
of bis brother, Prince Charles Louis 
Napoleon, and by virtue of his Majes- 
ty's authority contained in the open and 
aealed letters published by him on the 
1st July, 1810, the provisional regency 
has this day constituted itself, under the 
presidency of the minister Van Der 
Heim, waiting the arrival of her Majesty 
the Queen, as constitutional regent of 
the kingdom, and guardian of the mmer 
king, and in eipectation of the measures 
which her Majesty shall be pleased to 
adopt relative to public affairs. 

Van D£r Heim. 
dmsterdamy July 3, IdlO. 

By order of tne Provisional Council 
of Regency. 

A. J. J. H. Verheijen, 
First Secretary of the Cabinet of 
t^ie King. 
The minister for foreigp aAiirs hereby 
notifies to the inhabitants of the capital, 
by special order of his Majesty the King, 
that on Wednesday next, the 4th ol 
July, the French troops will enter this 
capital.- 

As it is hb Miyest/s eipress will and 
desire that the troops of his illustrious 
brother may be received and treated in 
a suitable manner, he expects that every 
one will concur in receiving those brave 
troops wiA friendship and esteem, and 
tn«i iktak m is due to fritnda and al- 



lies, and espectally to the troops of the 
Emperor Napoleon. 

The justly famed tnilitary disciplm^ 
which, besides so many other military 
virtues distineuishes these troops, is s 
guarantee to the inhabitants of this ca- 
pital for the safety of their persons and 
property ; and also assures these troops > 
that they will every where 'be receK-ed 
and treated as friends and allies, as ne* 
ry one [must be sensible of how much 
importance it is to the whole country in 
general, and the capital in particular, 
to fulfil in this respect the utmost wishes 
oi his Majesty. . 

His Majesty, therefore, trusU that 
the inhabitanu of the capital, feeling 
their duty in this respect, will zealously 
'co-operate in that which is of such im- 
perative importance to this citv, and to 
the whole kingdom, and avoid the de- 
structive consequeifces which most en- 
sue, ^uld the^, contrary to all ex« 
pecutions be guilty of an opposite ooiv- 
duct. 

The above mentioned Minister, 

VaNDER CAPEIXAy. 

Jmsterdaniy July 8, 1810. 



HOLLAND ANNEXED TO FRANCB. 
REPORT TO THE EBfPEROR. 

fat is, July 9, 1810. 
I have the honour to lay before 
your Majesty an act of t^e King of 
Holland, dated thedd inst. by which 
that monarch declares that he abdi- 
cates the crown in favour of his eldest 
son,leaving,accordingtotheconstitu^ 
tion, the regency to the Queen, and 
establishes a council of regency com- 
posed of his ministers. Such an act. 
Sire, ought not to have appeared 
without a previoOs concert with your 
Majesty, It can have no force with- 
out your approbi^tion. Ought your 
Majesty to confirm the disposition 
taken by the King of Hplland I The 
union of Belgium with France has 
destroyed the independence of Hol- 
land. Her system has necessarily 
become the same witb thilt of France. 
She is obliged to take part in all tb* 
maritime wan of France, ^t.if sho 
were one of .her provinces. Sinc« 
the creatioB of iha 4useiial at \\m 
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Scheldt, and the Mihexmtions to 
France of the provinces composing 
the departments of the mouths of the 
I Rhine and the months of the Scheldt, 
the commercial existence of Hoi- 
land has become precarious. The 
merchants of Antwerp, Ghent, and 
Middlebargh, who can, without any 
restriction, extend their speculations 
to the extremities of the empire, of 
which they form a part, necessarily 
carry on the commerce which Hoi- 
land transacted. Rotterdam and 
Dordrecht are already on the verge 
of ruin ; these cities have lost the 
commerce of the Rhine, which goes 
direct, by the new frontier, to the 
port of the Scheldt, passing through 
ihe Biesboch. The part of Holland 
which is still alien to the empire, is 
deprived of the advant^ct enjoyed 
by the part united thei^to. Com- 
pelled, nevertheless, to make com- 
non cause with France, Holland 
will have to snpport the charges of 
this allowance^ without reaping any 
•f iu benefits. 

Holland is sunk under the weight 
of her public debt, which amounts 
to between $5 and pd millions, that 
is to say, a fourth more than the 
debt of the^ whole empire; and if a 
reduction had been projected by the 
govemmenc af the country, it would 
not have been in its power to give a 
guarantee for the inviolability and 
permanence of such a measure, in- 
asmuch as the debt, if even reduced 
to 30 millions, would still be beyond 
the actual means and ability of that 
country. It is estimated Holland 
pays triple the turn that France 
pays. Tbe people groan under the* 
weight of twenty-three distinct de- 
scriptions of contribution. The 
Butch nation sinks under its contri- 
butions, andean no longer pay them. 
Nevertheless, the necessary expences 
of the govemmeat require that this 
burden should be augmented. The 
budget for the marine amounted, in 
IS09, to three millions only of flo- 
|nns» afOA scaicely sufficient to pay 



the administrators, the officers, and 
seamen, and to defray the expenca 
of the arsenals, and which has not 
admitted of the equipment of a single 
ship of war. To provide for the ar- 
mament ordered in 1810, and whick 
is the minimum of the naval force 
o^essary for the defence of Holland^ 
triple that sum would be requisite.. 
The war budget has scarcely afford- 
ed a sufficiency for maintaining they 
fortresses and 16 battalions; an4 
whilst two branches of such impor<* 
tance arc so far from having what 
is necessary for supporting the hc« 
nour and dignity of independence^ 
the interest of the public debt baa 
ceased to be paid. It is more than 
a year and a half in arrear. 

If in such a state of things, your 
Majesty maintain the recent dispo* 
sitions, by assigning to Holland a 
provisional government, you will 
only be prolonging her painful agony*. 
If tbe government of a prince in the 
vigour of life has left the country in * 
so distressed a situation, what can 
be expected from a long minority f 
It cannot, therefore, be saved but by * 
a new order of things* The period 
of the power and prosperity of Holt> 
land was when it formed part of the 
greatest monarchy then in Europe. . 
Her incorporation with the great em-, 
pire is the only stable condition ii^ 
which Holland can henceforth re^ 
pose from her sufferings and long vi- 
cissitudes, and recover her ancient 
prosperity. Thus, ought your Ma- - 
jesty to decide in favour of such ai| 
union, for the interest, nay more, for 
the salvation of Holland. She ought 
to be associated in our blessings, as 
she has been associated in our oila- 
roities. But another interest still 
more imperiously indicates to your 
Majesty the conduct which you 
ought to adopt. Holland is, in fact, 
a shoot from the French territory ; 
it constitutes a portion of soil neces- 
sary to complete the form of the em- 
pire. To become full master of the 
Rhine, your Majesty should advanoa 
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h^ tlie Zny^r Sea* BytliHiiicMn«n 
Hie nvetSy which hwe theii somca 
in France, •r which wash the fron- 
tiers, mW belong to you as far as 
ffha sea. To Icato the nieuths of 
yt»ir liters ia the fossession of strsn** 
^ersy would, in fad, Sire, oonlkie 3^ur 
^wcr to an iH-Kmited monarchy, in* 
i^ead oif erecting an insptriai throne. 
To kave in the power of foreigners 
Ibamoiilbs of the Rhine, tbeMcnse, 
allftdthe8che)d«,woahi beHintamount 
to snhtntlting your laws to them; it- 
would midcr yonr manufactures and 
commerce dependent on the powers 
who should be in possession of those 
ifottth^; it would admit a (breign 
iainence in that which is moat im- 
portant to the happiness of yonr snb« 
|«Cts. The ^niiexatiott of Holland 
js stitl neccssary^tocompiele the sys- 
fSfD of the empire, particularly sitice 
thus fit itish 9vdtn in council of No*, 
tembef^ 1S07« . Twice iince that pe- 
imk) your Majesty has been obli^d 
|# c)<^ your ^ustOBft-houscs to the* 
irade of Hollands in consequence of 
which, Holland was isolated from 
the empiro and the continent. After, 
the peace of Vienna, it wns in yonr 
Majesty's contemplation to amu^x 
this kingdom* You w«re induced to' 
abi^on this idea iron consitWra^ 
tioM which BO longer exist. You 
agreed with reluctance to the treaty 
of the 14th. of March, which aggra^ 
Tatcd the calamities of Holland, 
without v^eiaina any one yi^w of 
ypnf Majesty. The obstacle wl;ich 
ptevcatod it has now disappeared of 
itself^ Your Majesty owes it to your 
empire to take advantage of a circum- 
stance which so natuially leads to 
the vpion. There can be none more 
favourable ibr the execution of your 
projects, 

, Your Majesty has established at 
Antwerp a powerful arsenal. The 
afstonished Scdeldt swells with pride 
to behold twenty vessels of the first 
raf0 bearing your Majesty's Oag, 
wm4 protecting iu shores that were 
trly scarcely yiuxed by some 



trading ymu^ Blul t&e greal de^ 
»gn of your Majesty m t\m cespect 
cannot be fuUy aceoim^ished except 
by the tuiMMi of Uollandi. It it ae? 
oessary to complete so astonishing m 
creation. Under y^tir Majesty's eiH 
ergetic governmrnt the ensussg yean 
will not terminate before, hy calling 
into action the maritime resources of 
Holland, a fleet of 40 sail of the line^ 
and a great number of troops, shall 
be assembled la the Schekte and 
Texel, to diapuie with the Britifk 
goviemment the sonrercigaty of tkm 
sea, and repel its unjust claims/---^ 
So that it is not the interest af France 
alone that calls for this union ; it i» 
that of continental Europe, who apv 
plies to France to repair the Vossea 
of her marine,. and coaibat on her 
own element, the eneasy of the pros<» 
perity of Europe; ^hose industry it 
has not bpen abl^ to stifle, but whos^ 
communications it obttrncts by ita 
insolent claims, and the vast num-» 
brr of its ships of war, Finally, tho 
union of Holland augmentathe ^^ir» 
ppre> in rei»dertag more -close tha 
ffontiec she defends, and in adding 
to the security of her arsenals and 
docks* It enriches it by ^ indns* 
trioas, thrifty, and laborious people^ 
who will add to the stock of pubUe 
wealth, increasing thenr private forr 
tunes. There are no pee|>lo mora 
estimable^ or better adapted to do- 
rive benefit from the advantage^ 
which the liberal policy of your gu^ 
vernment affords to industry. Franca 
could not have niade |k more valua- 
Ide acquisition. 

The annexation o( Holland ta 
France is the necessary coosequenca 
of the union of Belgium. It com- 
pletes your Majesty's eippire, as well 
as the execution of your, system of 
war, politics and trade. It is the 
first, but necessary step towards th# 
restoration of your, navy; in facti4 
is the heaviest blow which your Ma^ 
jesty could inflict upon England^ 
As to the young frince, who is so. 
dear to your Migos^i h« bin «ircfr; 
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ij felt the ciffiKsts of yoor ^ood vM\* 
You have bestowed on Wm the 
Grand Diicby of Berg. He has there- 
fore no occasion for any new esta- 
blishcDcnC I have the honour to pro* 
pose to your Majeity the prajd of the 
f:>lk>wing Decree. I ana, &c. 

CnAirMavT, Duke ot Cadore-" 

iztrudframihe Registefs ef fhe office 
^ the Secretuty (f State. 

We,Napoleon,¥iifiperor6rthePreiich, 
Kmg of Italy, Protector of the Conffcdt^ 
ration 6f lAke Hhine, Mediator of the 
Swiss Confederation, &c. &c. hav« de-* 
creed, aiid hereby decree as follows: 

Art. I. Holland is unhed to France. 

2. The city of Amslerdtim sfaaAl be the 
third city of the emphc. 

3. Holland shall hove 6 senators, ^ 
deputies to the councB of state, S5 de- 
puties tb the legiislative body, ahd ^ 
jcidges in the court of cassation. 

4. The officers by «ea ot land, of what- 
ever rank, shaH be coufirraed in their 
employments. Commissions shall be de- 
Ijtered them i\^ned with oar hand. The 
royal s<iard ^hili be nnited to onr impe*' 
rial ^nnrff. 

5. TheBnWof Placentia, arch^rea- 
♦tirer ai the empire, dhall repair to Am- 
•tenlim in tb^^ rapacity ofovrfieutenant 
general. He shall preside in the conn-' 
cil of ministers, imd attend <o the dis- 
patch of business. His functions shall 
cease the 1 St. of January, 18 tl, the pe- 
riod when the French administratjoa 
•ball commence. 

6. All the public functionaries, of 
-whatever rank, are confirmed in their 
employments. 

7- 'fhe present contribution^ shall con- 
rinoe to be levied until the Ist. of Ja- 
nuary, 1811, at which period the coun- 
try shall be eased of that burden, and 
the imposts put on the same foodng as 
for the rest of the empire. 

8. The budget of receipts and dis- 
bursements shall be submitted to our 
approbation before tfre 1st. of August 
next. 

One-third of the present amount of in- 
terest upon the public debt shall be car- 
ried to the account of expenditure for 
1810: 

The mterest of the debt for 1808, and 
1809, not yet paid, shall be feduCed to 
one-third/ and charged an tl^e budget of 
1810. 



9. The custom-hoaserim the frtntiee^ 
other thuQ those of FiaBce^ ahall b« or- 
ganized under the snperintendance of 
our director-general of the custom^boose. 
The Dutch custom-houses shall be in^ 
corpbrated therewith. 

The line of cu8toav4iouses, noUt «■ 
the French frontier, shall be kept vm 
until the 1st. of January, 18 y, when K 
shall be removed, and the coaun«nic9» 
tion of Holland with the empkt h^^mi^ 
free. 

10. The colonial produce, acthalty ill 
Holland, shall reraam in the hands df 
ibe ownera, upon paying n dnty 4( JO 
per cent. «d taierera. A dechufati^n of 
the aiBoiioi shall be made before tiie ktU 
ofSeptember, at farthest. 

The said meichandice, upon payment 
of the duties, may be imported into 
France, and ch-colated through the whoio 
extent of the empire* 

1 1. There slwll be nt AnNterdam m 
special administration, (>resided over bf 
one of our counseikMS of state, which 
shall have the superintendence of, and 
the necessary funds to provide for the re- 
pair of the dikes, polder% and other 
public works. 

19. In the coarse of the present 
month, there shall be noounatcd, by tkm 
legislative body of Holland^ a commis* 
sion of 1^ members, to proceed to Pmri^ 
in order to constitute a courioil, whose 
business shall be to regulate definitively 
all that relates to the public and loctfl 
debts, and to conciliate the principles of 
the union with the 'loodifiies atKi inte- 
rests of the country. 

13. Our ministers «re dliarged mih 
the execution of the fre sen t decree. 
Nauoleov. 



SPAIN* 

IPROCLAMilTION FOR ASSEMBLTKftT 
THE COETfiS. 

FfiRDf WAN D, by the Grace of God« 
King of Spain and the Indies, and 
in his Ruynl naine, the Councii ol 
Regency, to all presidents, govenW 
ors, &c. be it made known, that 
under the 18lh of the prescntraonlli 
of Juno, I have thought fit to i&sui^ 
the following docree :— 

'* The cttuncil of ragoneyof Spcsa 
cad tho iiidifSy deainMis of gtviog i# 
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ttm wl)f4e nfttion an irrctragable 
proof of Us ard^^nt ieal for its bene- 
lit, aod to adopt the means for its 
lalvation, has dctcrmiQcd» ia the 
royal name of our soverrign, that 
the txtf^ordinary and general cortes, 
nlrcady ordered, shall te immediato- 
ly assembled ; and for this purposo 
it is directed, that such elections 
«hall be completed as have not yet 
bee» concluded. Those members 
mlready chosen, and such as shall 
bo chosen, pursuant to this decree, 
•are hereby roquired to meet in Au- 
gust next, in the Royal Isle of Leon. 
As soon as the major part are there 
collected, that instant the sessions 
•hall be opened, aod in the mean 
time the council of regency shall 
occupy itself in removing the diffi- 
culties which might obstruct the de- 
sign of this solemn convention. 

" Xayier de Castanos, 
President. 
** To Don Nicolas Maria de Sierra." 
•' This royal decree has been com- 
Bunicated by my order to my su« 
prcme couacil, &c. that it may bo 
printed and published, and punc- 
tually obeyed. For which purpose 
1 command all presidents, govern- 
ors, &c. in their respective districts, 
to execute the same, &c. 

^* ], THE King. 
^ Estevan Varea, Secretary, &c. 
"June 20, ISIO." 



BEVOLUTION IN SPANISH 
AMERICA. 



l^KIFBSTO OF T4IE SUPEEME JUNTA OF 
CUUA^^A, DATED APEIL 28, 1810. 

. The stipreme junta of government es- 
tablished in this capital, in the name of 
his Majettv Ferdinand the Vilth. (w Ik)id 
God preserve,) to its inhabitants and to 
those of the provinces pf New Andalusia 
and New Barcelona. — People of Cuma- 
pa !^— People of Barcelona! — Inhabi- 
tants who dwell on the soil of these pro- 
▼incet of New Andalusia, and New Bar- 
celona^ loyal and belored countryofien, 
liiteo nod gnre ear to the reasons aod 
causes ftom which has ori^nated the 



fofHo of .gofemment reoeatly itistf luteo 
— listen and attend to themi that if by- 
chance there should be among yoti any 
who, doubting of the existence o^ such 
serious drcomstances, disapprove with* 
out sufficient reflection of trie plan, or . 
firooi loo much timidity think it imprac- 
ticable, or from want of information' 
suppose the respectable members who 
compose it not properly authorised; 
yon may now come to the knowledge of 
facts of which the whole universe is an(f 
has bean witness; remain quiet m the 
hope, that harmony, unanimity, and all 
the social virtues being combinMl in the- 
amxnntments which turm the baSis of. 
the edifice of our common security, we 
shall render our names immortal', and, 
hand down to oar posterity the enjoy- 
ment of peace and future felicity. 

You must have heard, since our beloved , 
Sovereign Don Ferdinand theVIIth. was 
proclaimed King, the state of confasioa, 
with whioh Spain ha^ been overwhelmed 
for want of itsr lawful head; you must 
also have heard of tlie ruin and destruc- ' 
tion caused to its inhabitants by the cri- 
iniual and perfidious Godoy, in intelli- 
gence with the Emperor of the French ». 
assisted by some of its own unnatural 
children, who, seconding the views af that 
ferocious tyrant, did not stop to sacr!tk:e> 
their country by every means in thetr 
power; and finally, you are not ignorant 
that the central junta of government of 
the kingdom of Spain, cj«ated in the 
name of our Sovereign Lord Ferdinand 
the Vllth. has dissolved itself in conse- 
quence of the iiTuppoos of the enemy, 
or what is yet more ccrtaijip by the tin- 
fortunate corruption and venality bike- 
rent to the anterior despotic gorcrnntcnt. 
In this state of things, not being possible 
to preserve the country without a chief 
to goVeni it, the provinces of America, 
begin to reflect on the best mode of con- 
stituting a government lo preserve them- 
selves, from the disorders attendant on 
anarchy, and the invasion of the tyrant; 
and, finally, some of them have esta- 
blished legal congresses, by means of the 
authority, which, though vested by the 
people in their kings, have neveitheless^ 
preserved in their Cabildos a similar au* 
thority, which might be brought into ao*. 
tion ill all cases of emer^cy, and more 
e^peciuUy in such a crisis as the present. 
— Oue of the first which has signalised 
itself on this occasion is the capital of 
Venezuela (Caracas;) which, well aware 
of the melancholy situation of affairs m 
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%Mi, and MUioctk» of ks tnilborifyy de* 
tcrmineil, at CMiee, on tht witrtt and 
^ropoi is t meaMtrct to be adopted, by 
eoiafokMiigt tbc aoublet of tbe district^ 
and elffcHnf(» b? waSrwgfi a certiam num*' 
Wr from the whole, to form a supfttme 
joota, and hy MApending from their re* 
ipective offices all those who held the 
ylrincipai emf>k>jmeiits ooder ^vem* 
amt; either bec^une the aatbonty nn- 
Mt which they were eoottitnted baring 
teased to exists or because their opi- 
Biont^ bcvng oppeaed to those which we 
ehtn'sh, they were considered hostile to 
•be present order of things.— >Thb change 
bis not been made by a tumultuous 
Biob, but by a wise, prudent, and deli- 
berate convocation. Do not ioin^ine^ 
ibat although tbe principal authonties 
bave been deposeo, others have not 
been appointed to fill their places ! — 
Ko ! the goremment has been changed 
ts to individuals, hut the legitimate au- 
^Kirittes ha^'e been re-established, and 
acknowledged in their successors. — ^This 
miportant and Urgent determination has 
l»f>en communicated by the wise junta 
of Caracas, to the illustrious Cabildo of 
th'is cit^ (and nut to the former governor, 
Colonel Don Eusebio Escudero, who 
has been deposed,) and enjoining the 
necessity of conspiring all to tbe same 
•nd, by coalescing together, to work fot 
the common cause. 

The Cabildo, no less prudent than 
penetrated by the natural impulsion 
which actuated the minds of those faitli- 
fbl people, immediately assembled to 
dedde on what was expedient to be 
done, in following so laudable an exam- 
ple; and having met in congregation, in 
tbe toworhall, all the individuals who 
compote it, and many of the principal 
inbabitaots of the city, they there cele* 
brated a solemn act, by which the fol- 
lowing persons were elected to govern 
the province, (by the unanimous suf- 
irafte of the votes of the whole Cabildo 
nd a ^r9mX part of the inhabitants. 

President, Don Francisco Xevier 
Jtf#n, Alcalde of first election. 

Vice president, Don Francisco Yllos, 
Alcalda of second election. 

Members Electors. — ^Don Joseph Ra- 
miereZyD. Geronimo Martinez, D. Fran* 
Cisco Saochegc, D. Josft Jesas Alcala, 
D. Maooei MilUo, D. Domingo Mayz, 
D; Jost Santos, Doctor D, Mariano 
Cova, for the people; licentiate Don 
Andre CaUrnon, for the Cler^; Cap 
>iun Jose Ffores, for the mihtary; D. 
VOL. vm. 



Joan Bcmndev, for the plaafean; 1>^ 
Joan Manuel Tesada,fortV merchants; 
D. Pedro Mexias, for the people o f oo* 
lour; Doctor D. Joan Martinez, ass^r 
9or; D. Diego VaMeoiUa, secrctarr. 

In cooseciin^nce whereof, thit Doay 
•oiporate has assnmml all tbe fiM^ultiet 
•acf offices which were vested in and nd- 
ministered by the Colonel Don Eusebio 
Escudero, to whom, nevertheless, grati- 
tude and respect will alwavs ^e «»!»- 
fested, as well for bis laudable conduct 
as for the spontaneoos resignai^on ht 
immediately made of his appointment. 
— You have now beard concisely the 
motives upon which this change in th« 
government has been founded ; nor can 
you be ignorant that the CabiJdos are 
vested with faculties to take upon them- 
selves the reins of government in such 
cntic.ll circumstances, and to adopt le- 
gal means for the appointment oi per- 
sons, through whom the public may 
both represent their opinions, and be 
acquainted with the resolutions of go- 
vernmerji; and finally, you have now a 
national authority with which you may 
. uuite in brotherly love to aid and assisi 
one another reciprocally.— We may now 
exclaim that we are no longer appre- 
hensive of seeing our city destroyed, by 
being divided against itself. We have, 
now the satisfaction to see that we hear 
a share in promoting the welfiire of our 
country, which, hitherto, we were al- 
ways deprived of, as an exclusive privi- 
lege of foreigners; we, therefore hope 
that reciprocal harmony will, hencefbr-* 
ward prevail, and tljat you will acknow- 
ledge the representative authority, tem- 
porarily established as your protectors. 
By waiting patiently the result which 
must ensue, from precautions so wise, 
you and your children will b^ happy. — 
You will be convinced more by future 
experience than by any nromises we 
may at present make of^ Uie utility of 
the junta; of the mildness with which it 
will act, alid which will alwaya be iuse* 
parable from their mode of government; 
and of their exertions and vigilance to 
promote the happiness of the inhabitants 
of the district under their command.—* 
Do not disapprove or censure, premar 
tun4y, the resohitionedf 'the junta, be- 
cause, at first sight, you may condemn 
them, or because you do not compre- 
hend their views ; you may hear indivi- 
duals describe or propose plans which 
may appear preferable, but do not b^ 
Hev'e tW such plans would have bees 
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lilsrvgfinM liad cbey be«ii found ndvan-. 
(n^eous. Bewnre of crkkisinj^ ihe indi- 
vidual merits and talents of the mem- 
Hrrs Mtd hare been electSed : kioe'wiU <r«- 
sht eaih other in carry ihg'^H the hur» 
tfien^ oburving .the precepts of, Jesus 
ChrtMt; bt/ exercising ihe duties of society, 
mhich VtovUlence has been pleased to 
confide to us^ and ihdt every taan be re 
loarded according to his merits! Aod,* 
the better to conflrm - that tinioa and 
tranquillity, so essential to the mainteu* 
imce of f>eace and harmony, we recom- 
mend and enjoin that the indges and 
justices, as well ecclesiasticnias secular, 
and the men of property under our go- 
vernmenr, do unite with us in patriotic 



seal, jto aid and assist with their, ^letr 
^deat'otirs, vigilance arid loyalty, the 
accomplishment of our good mteniions, 
hy sending rd individual from every Ca- 
bddo, .tow«i or coporatioiv as a deputy^ 
to remain at the seat of government ; 
with sudi instructions as may be thought 
ootid ucive to the end proposed. And we 
hereby decWre, that our pretensious ar» 
no otfier than the preservation qf the 
thrcHie of Ferdinand VII. thfe s:ifvty ot 
the country, the triumph of religioii^ 
union with our neiehboars, and destruc- 
tion of tyranny. — By command oi the 
Supreme Junta of Govermneut, 

Di£G0 DE Vallbnilu, Secretary, 
Cnmanoj Jlpril, 28, 1810, 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 



ON THB SLOW PROGRESS OF 
POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE. 

^ Religion, they tell us, ought not to 
** be ridiculed, and they tell us truth ; 
•* yet, surely the corruptions may ; for 
'' we are taught by the tritest maxim in 
** the world, that religion being the best 
" of things, its corruptions are lilceiy to 

•* be the worst" Swift, 

To (he Editor. 
Sir, 

It must be a source of real grief 
to every friend of ihc human raci\ 
to observe the slow progress which 
knowledge (especially on political 
subjects) has made in a country 
possessing every advantage calcu- 
late to promote it ; which has that 
wioatimablc privilege/ a free press, 
and contain* within its border, men 
who witliQUt abusing its freedom, 
employ it ibr the promotion of the 
best interests of mankind? whoso en- 
deavours have not altogether failed 
of success; who have jraincd the ap- 
probation of those whom it is a pviJo 
to please, or at least who hnve salis^ 
/ied their own conscience:* : but how 
comparatively small is the demand 
for tho'^e publicationi which are dis- 
tinj;ui^hed for impartial inveMtig«ation 
apd ait implicit adherence to truth : 
tiiejr afQ not sought aflor with avi- 



dity, nor read with eagerness ; thejf^ 
are perused by the candid enquirer 
and they gain his approbation ; but 
so small is the number of those who 
are independent of party, and so odi- 
ous arc the epithets with which they 
arc loaded ; so equally divided is 
the country between those who h^r6 
prejudged, and those who relying 
on their guides do not pretend to 
judge at all, that an open avowal 
of party is absolutely necessary to 
gain an hearing while those who 
arc on the side of truth, which is 
too commonly driven from both par- 
ties, sink into neglect among the 
multitude, and the consequence is 
that although they establish and 
confirm the friends of truth, they 
scarcely encrease their numbers. 

If then this is a fair rcprcsenta* 
tion, (and I think daily experience' 
justifies it,) it may not be amiss io 
order to suggest a remedy, if we 
should endeavmir to gain some know* 
ledge of the nature and causes of the 
di^rdcr ;■ but I am not competent id 
llic task,: I shall therefore confine 
myself to a few loose add general 
hints which may awaken the atten- 
tion of your correspondents, who 
possess abilities adequate to a more 
ipinute iuvesti(;Htiou of lb« $.ubject^. 
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If this failure is in any mefuiure 
to be attributed to the inactivity of 
tbefrieods of truth, there is certainly 
some other cause ; for it is a rndaa; 
cboly fact, that the sticccst of such 
individuals is in general by no 
means proportioiK*d lo their merit 
•r exertions. The prejudices of edu- * 
cation form a stron;; barrier against 
the progress of kiiowledge, and too 
little care is taken to remove them : 
bat even these would not make so 
freat a resistance were they not sup- 
ported and strengthened by those of 
authority, but these form a vigorous 
ally, and contribute not a little to 
enslave the mind. Yet, addicted as 
we are to look with reverence to 
ihose whose learning has perhaps 
^ooe them no othtr service than to 
confirm their prejudices, and imbibe 
the principles of those who assert 
tbfir doctrine, with a positive air, 
even these would not be sufficient 
to resist the repeated attacks of 
truth. We know human authority 
to be vulnerable, and the greatest of 
men fallible. In order therefore to 
make effectual resistance it is neces- 
sary to stamp error with infallibility^ 
and give human authority the ap- 
pearance of (/ivia^ ; this is done by 
the perversion and abuse of scrip- 
turc, and by misapplication of those 
truths that were intended, not to 
encourage an unjust and sanguinary 
* contest ; not to justify inattention to 
the welfare and happiness of man- 
kind; not to give such instructions 
as duly attended to might qualify a 
man in a superior manner for the 
office o( Aparatite; — but to promote 
** peace on earth and good will to« 
" wards men." 

You have ia the first number of 
your Review, sufficiently exposed 
the absurd maxim — ** A christian has 
■othing to do with politics;" but 
this doctrine is still hiculcated, and 
still received even by those who have 
renounced the doctrine of tramub^ 

U h^mcfir the ^vacates af sscK ^ 



a system would preserve any part o9 
their character, let them at kast by 
* some shew of consistency enablo us 
to form a good of opinion of their 
hearts^ if it is even at the ex pence 
of their heads: to this they can form 
no pretence unk*ss politics arc on*^ 
tirely banished from their pulpits. 
If christians have nothing to do with 
politics, what have politics to do in 
their pulpits ? IjcI our jubile« trunv 
peters answer. If ignorance oi> poli- 
tical subjects becomes a christian, 
why are we required to take into 
our consideration, the complicated 
circumstances attending a reign of 
fifty years ? We are not to enquire • 
into the principles of the constitu- 
tion of our country, yet we are re- 
quired to applaud the Sovereign for 
his conformity to those principles. 
We arc strictly prohibited from the 
use of the means of information, yet 
we must not be ignorant. How are 
we with all the sophistry of a Hume 
to reconcile these paradoxes ^ The 
answer is, we are to be guided by 
the opinions of our pastors; or in 
other words vvc are to enquin; by 
means similar to those by which the 
good people of England have inge- 
niously contrived to tax themselves, 
that is, Mr, Editor, by representa- 
tives. It really appears to me Sir, 
that our clergy on a late occa!>ion 
imagined that their hearers had most 
religiously fulfilled all thiir injunc- 
tions, and iparod themselves the 
troubleof making any enquiry. Thus 
much is certain, that their false 
glosses, and sometimes barefaced mis- 
representations, were best adapted 
for HX\c\\ hearers. 

Thus scandalously have the scrip- 
tures been abused : they have fallen 
into the hands of thieves. Thoy have 
been made the instruments of con- 
fiscation, torture and murde;; and 
even those who have no intention tu 
misinterpret them, have through a 
superficial survey or utter ignorance 
of the principles of our coublitution, 
and of course the conditions on which ' 
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our king mgnt, ^t tbey bavt irigb- 
teocd thvmselTet and their bemn>rt 
into a standard ofpoHik^ orthodoxffy 
not very consistent with their liber** 
ties, and the leading tenets of which 
are, ** Ftar ^04^" — mid Ut prietti 
^** Hfmour the Km^-^and kit mt* 
niiitri. This storming and taking 
by ibrco detached sentences, and 
sttpporttag them by plausible argu- 
mmts» must needs produce couvic* 
tions of their truth* especially if the 
asterttou of Dr. Johnson be true, 
that ** the threads of reasoning on 
** which truth is suspended, arp fre- 
^'^uHitly drawn to such subtiity, 
*^ that common eyes cannot perceive, 
*^ and common sensibility cannot feel 
•'them." 

If then the applause of men, or 
any other motive is found by expe- 
rien.ce> to produce in our pastors and 
teachers a slavish attachment to the 
powers that be, and if in their pub- 
lic capacity, they are too prone to 
inculcate doctrines dangerous to the 
happiness of the subject, and frighten 
their bearers into oithodoxy by theo- 
logical scare-crows, 1 imagine it to 
be the duty of every friend of bis 
conntry to, keep a watc^hful eye over 
an establibfameni involved in such a 
manner with the state, as lo render 
it next to impossible, that its minis- 
ters should be independent. 

I shall conclude this letter, by at- 
tempting to prove that the church 
of £ngland is thus situated ; and 
]est my authority should be disputed, 
I will found it on the opinions of 
one of its greatest friends — Bishop 
Burnet. Here I cannot but premise, 
that the good bishop seems under 
some embarassment in his ** Conclu- 
sion of the History of his own Times," 
where he necessarily introduces the 
' subject by expressions of attachment 
to the church, and some reflections 
on the dissenters ; but he has in a 
very ft»w pages given evidence suf- 
ficient to condemn his client. For 
example he says,-^'' As totheeccle- 
^^iastiotl /urlsdktioti it has been 



** the bunden of my life to see honr 
** it was administered." , Hegoetoti 
to complain, ** that i|^ courts are 
^ managed by rules bodi dilatory 
^* and expensive, that havmg littlo 
'^ business they make the most of it, 
** and that they are universally dread- 
** ed and bated of the clergy ." he 
adds — ** The clergy have<always ap- 
* peared dead and lifeless to me, and 
^ instead of animating one another 
" they lay one another to sleep. Of 
** all denominations our clergy is 
" much the most remiss in their la- 
'^ hours in private, and the least so- 
" vere in their lives." Let us follow 
him to the ** patronage of benefices :" 
here he observes, — •* Some sell the 
*^ next advowson, which I know is 
** said to be legal, though the in* 
** cumbcnt lies at the point of death; 
^* others do not stick to buy and sell 
** benefices when open and vacant, 
'^ though this is declared to be si- 
** mony in law — parents often buy 
" them for their children, considet> 
" ing them as their portion." Vari# 
ouft other abuses he represents as 
existing, and many others probable : 
he speaks somewhat openly on the 
subject of the xea/s of the bishops 
in ^e house of peers ; but I cannot 
at present follow him : from what I 
have extracted it is obvious, that the 
government of the church is more in^- 
clined to oligarchy than democracy. 
My design in this letter, is to 
awaken the attention of some one of 
your correspondents, whose abilities 
may be sufficient for the task fur- 
ther to investigate the subject. Two 
things may in my opinion be sem 
in the pTescmt constitution of the 
church, as connected with the state: 
— First, that it is contrary in its 
discipline to the plan of the Saviour; 
and secondly, that it is in its na- 
ture inimical to the liberties of tko 
subject. The first has been abuB* 
dantly proved by Towoood and 
others. I wish to see a series of 
letters on the second; for nqf ow9 
party wcfo i 40 axpfess mjr $nM* 
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loents, I should $ay that if no ob- 
jcctioot of ibe ibrner kiod exUt«J, 
(though th^t is Do^ the case) mere 
politicMcoimderatioas would iodace 
mt to dissent from such on esto^ 
hUshment. I reniain^ ^c. 

DXUOKNKS. 

London, March $. 



ON THE PBIVII^EGBS OF THE 
ftOySB OF COMMONS^ 

The Committee of Precedents ha- 
ving.published their Second Report 
which contains the documents on 
which their opinions arc grounded, 
give me leave to examine those do- 
cuments and to shew how far they 
are defective as to the subject in 
question^ and how little they contri- 
bute to prove any right to the power 
ibr which the Report contends. 

The first precedent being quoted in 
the old Norman french, may, perhaps, 
have some weight with those who are 
prone to believe whatever they do 
not understand, but being translated 
into modern english, with somewhat 
more accuracy than it is translated 
by Mr. Cobbett in his Parliamentary 
lifgUler. (Vol. tst. p. 197'), it is li- 
terally tbi^ and no more*(ll Ric. II. 
Rolls of Pari. Vol. 3. p. 244)—" In 
** the said parliament all the lords, 
*^ as well spiritual as temporal, then 
** present, claimed an their liberty 
** and franchise, that ail great mat- 
** ttrt moved in the said parliament, 
^ or to be moved >n any other par- 
^ liament in time to come, touching 
" the peers of the land, should be 
*' handled^ adjudged, ^nd discussed 
** by the course of parliament, and 
^ not by the civil law, Dor by the 
'* common law of' the land used in 
'' other lower courts ;of the realm : 
" which claim, liberty, and franchise 
^* the King kindly allowed and gran- 
"^ ted 'in full psirliament." It is dif- 
£c(ilt lo conceive what this claim of 
Iho )Qr4i h«« ta do. with the com- 



mons, or how it relates to ntif othet 
privilege than that of being tried by 
their own body and not by the courta 
below. 

The next case, (33 Ken VI. Roll. 
Pftrl. Vol. 5. p. 239. and HatseH'a 
PrecedenU, &c. vol. 1. p. 28.) isa 
very remarkable one, and whott 
quoted fairly, will be found to mako 
considerably against the intention of 
the committee. The matfecr was tbia 
— ^Thomas Thprpe, Speaker of tho 
house of commons, bad been indict* 
ed in the court of exchequer, and 
found guilty of a trespass against the 
Duke of Yorky for which he was is* 
sessed damages and committed to 
the Fleet; on which he pleaded bia 
privilege, and the commons praye4 
the king and the lords, that he mighl 
be set at liberty; to which th^ duke 
objected before the lords, by his 
counsel, alkdging that if Thorpe was 
released, as judgment was given a* 
gainst him in vacation of the saii 
parliamenc, and not in pariiameni 
tine, the duke would lose bis dar* 
ma^s, and be withoul fcmedy in that 
behalf: he therefore prayed thattho 
said Thorpe, actordwR to iamt bo 
kept in ward, till the I>ttke shouHl 
be fully satisfied of bis costs aad da* 
mages. The said lords, not ialend- 
ing &c. consult the judges as to tho 
law on the question » and they with 
great modesty and discretion pretend 
— '' That they cannot meddle with 
" the privileges of parliament, never 
*' theless, they do not refuse to declaim 
'* the law, and say, that there may bo 
'* many and divers special superse* 
'* de^s of privilege of parliament, but 
*^ there is no general sunersedeas for 
" all processes, for if there should, 
" the parliament which maintaineth 
<* all judgment and equity, would 
*^ let or binder the process of the 
** common law, and put the party 
** complainant without remedy; and 
'^ if any member of parliaroeriit be 
'* arrested, not for treason, felony« 
*' breach oi^the peace, or cottdemoar 
^ " tion bfid befoTQ parliament, h^ 
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•• «boutd be Teleascd." T^horpe's case 
coming under the hist exception, the 
fords determined he should be kept 
ID prisoni^.and the King^commanded 
the commons to choose a new Spcak- 
•T : — and here we see two things wor- 
thy of notice; first, the Commons 
»nbmit their privileges to the King 
«nd the lords, and next, the lords 
l^re no determination till they con- 
•bU the judges as to the law : here 
then wc find the ktw of parliament 
submitted to the law of the land, as 
in all cases it ought. 

llie next precedent quoted by the 
cbrnmHtee, is the law of 4th Henry 
"Vni. by mistake quoted Henry VJL 
wade for Richard Strode, who, for 
liftving brought a bill into Parlia' 
ment to regulate ihe miners of Corn- 
wall, was lined and imprisoned by 
the Stannary Court. I'his law has 
been cot>stdcrpd as a general law, 
Bssertlng liberty of speech for the 
rommons, by Sir Edward Coke, by 
the commons 4 Charles I. by Piyn- 
Be, by the lords and commons in 
Charles II. by Hatsell, and by Sir 
P» Burdctt, and ts so considered by 
the committee^ add yet the words of 
the act plainly express — *• That it 
•* was meant oiily for the benefit of 
•Richard Strode, and the persons 
^ specified in the biH, that he of 
* that present parliament, or any 
•* future parliament, that all pro- 
•* ceedings against them for any 
** speaking, reasoninj;, &c. should 
•* be void and null." Let this act 
be allowed to be a general act, it 
will be difficult to see how it bears 
v^n the present subject, except by 
H forced interpretation of the BiH of 
Righls — th at liberty of spi'cch is said 
tu be infringed by an action brought 
against the house by individuals for 
alleged oppression.- The report then 
qaotes the Commons' Journals, vol. 
1. p. 349. — ^** The commons doubt 
" not but they arc a court, and 
** a court of record ;" — a clairh con- 
stantly denied by the Lftrds, and^ 
j^Kovtd by Sif F, Burdctt \t be un-* 



founded. The iiext quotation ia 
from a report of precedents: ** It is 
" agreed," — by whom ? by the re- 
port ? — *^ that thc^ house of codimons 
** alon^ had a power of punishment, 
" and that judicial.'* That claim 

• was distinctly and expressly defeated 
by the lords in the case of Floydd, 
12 James I. — and its perilous ten- 
dency shewn by Pry n no. Remarks 
on the 4tfe Inst. p. 16. The com- 
mittee toll ds (lo75. Com. Joum. 
vol. iv. p. 354.) ** The commons as- 
" scrted their right of punishing bv 
'* fraprisonmont, a commoner guilty 
" of violating their privileges,*' and 
" that neither Magna Charta, the 
" Petition of Right, nor any other 
" law do take away the law and 
" Custom of parliament.* The com- 
mons, we have seen, in the time of 
Henry V'l. were only judges of their 
own privileges when they did not in- 
terfere with the law of the land, and 
the liberty of the subject : when 
they did, they were to be judged by 
the law — and in the famous case of 
Ashby V. White, the lords expressly 
declared, that neither house had any 
right to create themselves a new pri- 
vilege. Magna Charta cannot be 
against their privileges, because they 
had no existence when Magna Char- 
ta was enacted, nehher Can their 
privileges be against Magna Charta, 
because it is iwt repealed, and it was 
declared, 21 Ed. I. " That all judg- 
" ments given contrary to Magna 

*" Charta should behdd for nought." 
The affair of the Kentish petition i& 
next produced^ in which the com- 
mons for the first time expressly 
claimed the right of punishing for 
libels, and thereby createil them- 
selves a new privilege, thus by de- 
grees encroaching upon the subject's 
liberties, almost unperceived 

The great cause of Ashby v. White, 
next affords a quotation to the com- 
mittee, but a very meagre one, and in* 
consistent with the whole reasoning 
used by the lords, in that memorable 
adair. Th« coiptfittee says,- '' Th« 
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" lords noviT disputed the right of 
** the commons to commit for breach 
" of privilege, as ^ell tfcosc who are 
not members, as thow who aivf" 
but the lords add this remarkable 
salvo: — ** The question is only whe- 
** thcr a matter may be made a 
** breach of privilege by being called 
*' so in a vote of the house, or in 
** other words, whether the com- 
nrions have power to create to 
** themselves anew privilege by their 
** votes.** The commons 6rst exert- 
ed the power of committing persons 
cot members for defamatory words, 
i James I. l6"01. and first asserted 
the power of punishing for libeli, 
1701 : — we see then when this new 
privilege was created, and, therefore, 



according to the opinion of the lordf, 
it was illegal by its novelty. — Th« 
recognition of the power of the houst 
by courts of law is by no means Uni- 
form, for there are as many great 
opinions against it as for it; a^id at 
ajiy rate, the opinion of a judge caa 
never be final against reason aoJ 
equity; for if the commons are 110C 
subject to the law, they must be ». 
bove it, or their powty without con- 
trol or restraint The parriamcnt 
has no superior but ttie peopU> ani 
the commons must be subject to tli« 
law, or we live not in a stale of !>. 
berty, I remain, 4cc. 

Hartford, near Morpeth^ July f. 



RBSOLtTlONS, PbTITIONS, REMONSTRANCES, &c. On TH^ 
UBBRTY OF THE SUBJECT AND PaRLIAMENTART 

Rbfobm, 1810« 
[Continued from Vol. VIT. p. 560-1 



SHEFHEIJ). 

June 6, 1810. 

^t a Meeting of from seven to eight 
thousand of the Inhabitant of the 
Town and Neighbourhood of Sheffield, 
convened bj/ public advertisement, and 
held this day in Paradise Square^ by 
adjournment from the Town Hall, to 
take into consideration the assumption 
of Privilege h/ the hon^e of Commons, 
of imprisoning his Majesty's subjects 

' for Offences cognizable in the Courts 
of Law ; the subject of a Parliamen- 
tary Reform ; and the propriety of 
returning Thanks to Sir Francis Bur- 
dett for his servicet to his Country, 
the following Resolutions were voted 
unanimously : Mr, E. Rhodes in the 
Chair. 

1. That the subjects of these king- 
flomrf are entitled to personal liberty 
and security as their unalienable birth- 
right, transmitted by their ancestors, 
•nd confirmed by many venerable sta- 
tutes; a high and sacred trust which 
they are determined if passible to leave 
Unimpaired to posterity. 

2. That no privileges subversive of 
these rights can co-exist with the sta- 
^atet which enacted and confirmed them; 
tAd whilo ire fall/ acknowiege the com^ 



petcncy of the teommons house of paf- 
haraent to punish contempts, and t9 
remove obstructions to public bu^oest - 
we most solemnly maintain that it h^ 
no power to dispense with the unrepeal- 
ed statutes of the realm, by punisWa^ 
at discretion such offences as cause uo 
actual interruption of its proceedings, 
and are cognizable in the courts of law. 
3. That feeling the most ardent at- 
tachment to the constitution of our coun- 
try, aud jealous of the least infringefoent 
upon those laws to which we owe our 
dearest enjoyments, we have observed 
with unaffected sorrow and alarm some 
recent proceedings of the honourabfe 
the house of commons, by which it lias 
-assumed the power of depriving us qf 
our personal liberty, contrary to the 
letter and spirit of many excellent'st^ 
tutes, which enact that ** no freemm 
** shall be imprisoned but by tlw lawful 
^judgment ofbis equals or the law of 
•* the land." 

4. That in our opinion a judge and 
jttry form the only proper and legal tri- 
bunal in cases of libel ; and vcere the 
poiocr'noxo assumed by the house of co;/i. 
mons of deciding in all cases upon the 
nature and pxtent of their own privileges 
confirmed, it would have a fatal influent ti 
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mp&H the tibittu ffiht prettf Mdmifht, 
in the hundt of a corrupt and unprinrt' 
fkindmnkiraium^ become a dreadful 
engine i^despotUm, and Jinally subvert 
tivt (^the £ngli%h conslUuthn. 

5. That lli« fatal wart in which we 
liRTe bp«a eDgftg«d, the lavish expcndi- 
tare of public mouey, the eiercise by 
tbt hoiia^ of oDittriions of illegal and un- 
Mcettary prinlegft* its ap|>robation of 
foinoas eipeditiuniy its sUpfiort of weak 
Mid arbitrary ministeriy ita refasal to 
•oooire into the shameful practice of 
tramcking for seats, and to adopt any 
plan of refbrro, aad all the other nume- 
foas grievances noder which we hare 
long been lattouring, aw entirely owing 
U the whnt of a well organised and more 
extended representation of the people in 
parliamtnt. 

6. That in order to arrest the progress 
of oar national calamities, and avert 
those dangers which threate^ the d^ 
strujction of the state, it is our decided 
opinion, that the house of commons 
should be restored to its constitutional 
dependence upon the people, whom it 
is Its proper function to r<>present ; that 
we highly approve the petition to the 
honourable oouse now read ; that the 
chairman and requisitionists be autho- 
rised to sign it on the behalf of this 
meeting, and that it be transmitted to 
Mr. Whitbread, who is hereby requested 
to present and support the same. 

7. That from a full conviction that 
the pre^nt state of the lepresentation 
is the grand source of all our evils, and 
that no real, substantial, permanent be- 
nefits can be conveyed to the people, 
until they have the power of sending 
honest and independent men into the 

* house of commons, this meeting do most 
earnestly and respectfully suggest to all 
the counties, cities, and towns of these 
kingdoms, the necessity of presenting 
^petitions to parliament upon this subject 
on the opening of the next session, and 
of supporting by every means in their 
power. Sir Francis Burdett, Mr. Brand, 
and other genllemen who may co-ope- 
rate with them in so important a work. 

8. Tl)at from the recent decision upoo 
VIt. Brandos motion, it is too probable, 
that the almost unanimous voice of tiie 
nation in favour of that meabure may 
continue to be disregarded by the pre- 
sent house of commons. It is therefore 
become the duty of the people them- 
selves, independenUy to exert the power 
temainipg to them in tht.ttate^ by em- 



braciog every opportunity of elebting 
inch monbers only, as wilt oneqiuvo- 
cally promise their best exertioiis to ob- 
tain that reform in^ parliament, so abso- 
lutely essential to the salvation and per- 
manent prosperity of the country. 

9. That the Ri^ht Hon. Viscount Mil- 
ton, when he solicited the honour of re- 
representing the county of York, did 
solemnly declare to the people at the 
Cloth Ilall, in Leeds, that they thonld 
ever find in him an active enquirer i«t9 
abuses, and were it in his power, her 
would root out the very seeds of corrupt 
tion ; but that his lordship by his con* 
duct on the motion of Mr. Madocks^ 
respecting Mr. Perceval and Lord Cas« 
tlereagh's trafficking for seats, by his 
vote against the liberation of Mr. John 
Gale Jones, and ihore particularly by 
his vote and speech ou Mr. Brandt 
motion for reform, has insulted the peo- 
ple of England, and rendered himsetf 
unworthy of the confidence of his con- 
stituents. 

10. That the thanks of this meedng 
be giten to Mr. Brand, for his motion, 
and speech in the house of commons in 
favour of a parliamentary reform ; to the 
114 members by whom that measure 
was supported; to Lord Erskine and 
Sir S. Romilly, for their manly and elo- 
quent defence of the good old law^ of 
£n|land, and the rights of their lellow 
subjects; and to Mr. Whitbread for his* 
unremitting attention to his doty in par- 
liament, and his constant 'support of 
every measure favourable to the inte- 
rests of the people. 

11. That the wannest acknowledge 
meats of a grateful people are more 
pre-eminently due to Sir F. Burdett, 
for his prompt and generous aitentioo 
to tlie case of Mr. Jones; for his elo- 
quenti learned, and constitutionaU ar- 
gument against the power assumed by 
the house of commons, of imprisoning 
bis Majesty's subjects contrary to the 
laws of the laud ; and for his noble, 
his virtnuus, his unremitted exertions, 
** through evil report and good report,!* 
in parliament and out of parliament, in 
support of the grand national cause in 
which he is en^iged. 

12. That the address to Sir F. Bnr- 
dett, now read by the chairman, ex- 
pressive of the sentiments and feelings 
of thin meeting, be by him transmiuied 
to the hon. baronet without delay. 

13. That as the respectable meiy^h^ 
nre no# lanittng in the cause of reforB|r 
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^)iKft been ihe subjects of inocb caliUDny 
and abuse, and tbeir motives most un* 
candidly and ungeoerousljf misrepre^eo- 
tedy we cannot separate ivithout so- 
Ittnnlf declaring our inviolable attach- 
ment to the government of this country 
as by ]a«r establiiihed: that it i$ our 
firm determination equaiiy to support the 
rLfhts of the crown^ the just privileges 
vftkt cammom, and the libertie$ of the 
people ; that we want no impracticable 
plants no fanciful theories^ no vain spe- 
eulations; that the sober and rationtd 
rrform for which we contend^ has been 
declarei nuessary to the salvation iff 
the state by the most virtuous patriots 
and most enlightened statesmen; and 
finally f thtU the whole extent of our de-' 
demand is " thb constitutiom, tbe 

WHOLE CONSTITUTION, AND NOTHING 
BOT THE CONSTITUTION." 

To the Honourable the Commons of the 
Untied Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, in Parliament assembled, 
— The Address and Petition of the 
Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
Town and Neighbourhood of Shef- 
field. 

Sheweth; That convinced, as we un- 
alterably are, tliat your hon. house is 
one of the main pillars of our admirable 
constitution, (to which we are sincerely 
attached) it is with unfeigned regret we 
are compelled to consider that vou have 
departed, in some respects, from the 
peculiar design of your institution, by 
combining the executive with the legis- 
lative fanctiuns, an evil which the pe- 
netrating Montesquieu foresaw might 
befal this happy country, and of which, 
he predicted, we fear too truly, that 
should it ever come to pass, it would 
effect the speedy decay and eventual 
destruction of bur liberties. — Without 
recurring to other acts of your hon. 
bouse, which have appeared to evince 
a disregard foV the sentiments of your 
constituents, and to indicate that you 
are only nominally our repreuntatives, 
we wiliat present confine ourselves to 
the cases of Mr. John Gale Jones and 
Sir Francis Burdett^ not without some 
bope tluit you will regret the severity of 
TOur proceedings towards those free- 
born subjects of oor lawful sovereign, 
aod that you will feel bouod to restore 
them t0 their liberty, of which we con- 
^re they have b«n onconstitutiMnally 
deprived. — Wis are well aware that your 
bonoorabie bouse has frequently claimed 
^ exercised the right of imprisoning^ 
VOL. vzy. 



persotis, members of tbe booie of com* 
mons, and al&o otheis not being mem* 
bers thereof, but we cannot hel|> re- 
garding such right as opposed to the law 
of the land, and subrerstve of our per- 
sonal security.—- Ou former occasions, 
when the claim and exercise of the pri- 
vilege in question have been resisted^ 
Tour honourable house, by adjourning 
beyond the time fixed for continuing the 
discussion upon suah privilege, or by 
forbearing to persist in the resolutions 
you had passed, have frequently shewn 
the uncertain tenure of such claims, and 
tacitly admitted their inexpedience. It 
is because the exercise of this assumed 
privilege has been generally accompa- 
nied with so much lenity that it nas 
not been viewed with that deep abhor- 
rence, which we conceive its undefined 
and obnoxious nature is calculated to 
excite, and which has been described 
in the truest and most decisive language, 
by that friend of the people, that firm 
supporter of injured innocence. Sir F. 
Burdett. We beg leave respectfully to 
state to your honourable house that we 
coincide entirely with the learned argu- 
ment used by the patriotic baronet, and 
deem it unanswered and unanswerable. 
While, therefore, we full^ admit the 
propnety,of vour removing impediments 
to the freedom of debate, while we 
readily acquiesce in your right of punish- 
ing witnesses at your bar for coutempt 
and prevarication, while we object to 
no privileges which have for their sole 
design tbe prevention and removal of 
every obstacle (o the discussion of those 
important subjects, and the pursuit of 
those necessary inquiries, which so fre- 
quently occupy your honourable house^ 
Jet in cases like those of Mr. John Gale 
ones and Sir Francis Burdett, cases 
wherein no violence was offered to your 
liberty of speech, no opposition made 
to your debates, no interruption givea 
to your access to tbe bouse of commons, 
nor any restraint upon your persons at- 
tempted ; in such cases we are decided- 
ly of opinion that we ought not to ao* 
knowledge your privilege; and we do . 
most solemnly call upon your boa. house 
to renounce, what we must deem an 
improper as^sumption of needless power, 
We earnestly beseech your hon. bouse 
to consider that Britons have rightf 
w^hich tliey ought never to relinquish—* 
rights bonglit with the best blood of 
their forefathers, transmitted by them 
through a long line of patriotic aocestryy 
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and bequeathed, as tbe noblest inheri- 
tance, to their children. — For the exer- 
cise of one of these inalienable rights, 
through the niedlura of a free press, has 
jour hon. house punished two of our 
countrymen, setting aside the ordinary 
course of law, and in your own cause 
taking upon yourselves the office whicli, 
we humbly maintain, belongs only to a 
jury, that of deciding whether the pub- 
lication be libellous or not. At the 
same time we lament to learn, that in 
the execution of your Speaker's warrant, 
undue violence has been used to that 
law, which regards an> Englishman's 
house as his castle. — With this terrific 
stretch of privilege we cannot but be 
dissatisfied, as we feel tliat not even our 
real representatives ought, on any occa- 
sion, to have the right or power of dis- 
pensing with the charter of our liberties. 
We imagine that we perceive another 
danger arising from the possession of 
privileges unlimited by law, which, if it 
were the sole danger, would prove their 
impropriety. If the two houses of par- 
liament have power to define their own 
privileges, each may assert such as are 
incompatible with those of the other, 
and which, by their clashing interests, 
ma^ produce the evils of anarchy and 
civil war. 

Here we cannot refrain from adverting 
to certain sentiments said to have been 
delivered in your hon. house ; we mean 
hints, we had almost said directions gi- 
ven to the judges of the land, as to their 
future conduct in llie actij)ns brought by 
Sir Francis Burdett agalmt the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, and the Ser- 
jeant at Arms. While we regard those 
sentiments with indignation, we trust 
that the judges are so independent as to 
treat all such mtimations, wheresoever 
and by whomsoever they may have been 
uttered, with deserved contempt, and 
that tlie court of King's Bench will sa- 
tisfy the country, th.u to Bnions there 
is no wrong without a remedy, and that 
by them no violence can l»e suffered 
without an appeal to the law. 

We solemnly assure your hon. house, 
that we regard the afoipnientioned rigo- 
rous treatment of British subjects, and 
many of the various evils which 'afflict 
the state, as arising immediately from 
the wretched policy of a weak and into- 
lerant ministry, but primarily fiom tlw? 
imperfect state of the representation of 
t}i«f people. The petition. presented by 
Mr. Grey, now Lord Grey, in 1793, at 



the bar of 'your honourable house, fully 
details the most shameful abuses in the 
election of members of parliament, ^d 
i^umerous petitions since that time, some 
of them very recent, have made it unne^ 
cessary fbr us to expatiate on those griev- 
ances and abuses here. — We must, how- 
ever, take this opportunity to complain, 
that those grievances and abuses not 
only remain uncorrected, but that, judg- 
ing from sundry recent proceedings of 
your honourable house, we fear that it 
IS the determination of a m^rity of 
your members to perpetuate practices, 
which are avowedly the disgrace of many 
borough elections, which are in direct 
violation of t he purity of your honoura- 
ble house, and which exist in open defi- 
ance of the strong resolutions upon that 
subject read by Mr. Madocks, When 
he made his motion respecting the cor- 
rupt traffic and revocation of a seat by - 
two of his Majesty's ministers, in the 
case of Mr. Quintin Dick, into which 
case, fiagraat and aggravated as it ap- 
peared, you refused to make any inquiry. 
— Under all these circumstances, we 
cannot, without tbe greatest sorrow, 
contemplate the fate of Mr. Brand's mo- 
tion on the subject of parliamentary re- 
form ; a motion which bad for its object 
only the fonnation of a committee to 
inquire into the expediency of reform. — 
We earnestly urge your hon. house to 
reconsider this subject; which, as inse- 
parably connected with the peace and 
prosperity of our country, we have most 
seriously at heart; being confidently 
persuaded that the disfranchisement of 
decayed boroughs, the extension of elec- 
tive rights to populous towns, and tri- 
ennial parliaments, so far from being in- 
croachments upon the constitution of 
this kingdom, are indispensibly neces- 
sary for its preservation. And your 

Petitioners will ever pray &c. 

ADDRESS 
TO SIR FRANCIS BURDETT, BART. 

Sir; — Subjects of the same realm, ex- 
posed to the same power, amenable to 
the same laws with yourself, and equally 
embarked in the cause of parliamentary 
reform, we feel it would be a dereliction 
of our duty, and an abandonment of 
principle, were we to omit addressing 
you on your present confinement in the 
Tower of London. — Your conduct as a 
i:epre8entative of the people, has obtain- 
ed our highest approbation, and we, iit 
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return, give you our sincere and hearj- 
fclt thanks. We have seen you syste- 
maticalij and honourably abstain ffom 
those ' party struggles ajid cootentions 
which 8« frequently occur in the house 
of cosimons ; struggles aod contentious, 
ra whichy personal ambition and the 
emoluments of odice, too often predo- 
minate over the more important consi- 
derations of pubKc good. With equal 
satisfaction we have seen you appro- 
priate yoor time and )oni^ talents to 
qoestioofy generally perhaps, l^s attrac- 
tive and imposing, but in our estimation, 
of for superior moment, and of more 
salutary effect ; the oppressed individual 
has in you found a ready, and an able 
advocate, and the public peculator a 
determined enemy; by your research 
and exertions great constitutional ques- 
tions have been elucidated, the provi- 
sions of |he grand Charter of British 
fireedood have become more generally 
known, iu blesbing more extensively 
felt, and its value more highly and'more 
accurately estimated ; and though we 
lament that those exertions have sub- 
jected you to great prtvauons and much 
personal inconvetuence, we rejoice that 
the nebt of the house of commons to 
** imprison without the intervention of a 
ju^^is, by your perseverance, shortly 
to be decided upon in a court of law. 
Yet when we contemplate the important 
iaterests involved in this decision, we 
confess, we tremble for th« result, be- 
auise we feel sincerely and warmly at- 
tached to the constitutional government 
of our cotmtry, as a government not 
arbitrary and capricious, but of known, 
defined, and positive law ; securing to 
the people trial for imputed offences, 
whicn we regard as the basis of all po- 
htical fireedom, and' without which, no 
liberty can possibly exist. Feehng strong- 
ly this rational attachment to the whole- 
some provisions and good enactments 
of our forefathers, we protest against 
the exercise which has been made of 
an undefiued and und^fioable privilege 
by the honourable the house of com- 
mons, in the imprisonment of John 
Gale Jones and yourself, for alleged 
'offences, which, in x>ur opinion, arc 
cognizable only in tbe established courts 
of law. — Sir, we regard power without 
r^ht as one of tbe most odious objects 
that can be presented to the human 
im:^natit)n, and we deprecate its esta- 
bhsnment as a part of the government 
of oor country, because we know that 



wherever it is suffered to exist .its. in- 
fluence and its operations must of ne- 
cessity be deadly and malignant. No 
salutary provision can flourish within 
its reach. We know hkewise, ",that 
'' unlimited power is apt to corrupt the 
" minds of those who possess it, and 
" that where law ends, tyranny begiob/* 
Permit us, Sir, before we quit this part 
of our subject, to enquire, in the lan- 
guage of the great Chatham, when 
speakmg of this assumption of power 
by the honourable the house of cbm- 
mons;-r-" What|is this mysterious power, 
undefined by law, unknown to the sub- 
ject, which we must not approach with- 
out awe, nor speak of without rever- 
ence, which no man may question, but 
to which all men must submit.^' — Sir, 
having expressed our approbation of 
your conduct, and given you our sincere 
and heartfelt tlianks, we have only to 
add to our wishes, that restore^ to your 
family and to the public, whose cause 
, you assiduously serve, even from the 
recesses of a prison, you may long con- 
tinue in perfect health, the delight of 
the one, and the boast and admiration 
of the other, the example to ail good 
men, and the dread and terror of evil 
doers." 

Address of Sir F, Burdett, in answer 
to the Resolutions, and Address of 
the Livery, presented to him by 
Mr. Sheriff Wood, and a deputa- 
tion of the Livery, May I he StL 

G£xtlem£n; — The highest 're- 
ward that can be bestowed upon a 
faithful representative of the people, 
IS the approbation and confidence of 
the people — it is the best, because 
it enables him most effectually to 
serve the people; and, highly as I 
estimate the honour done mc by the 
livery of the first city, perhaps in the 
world, certainly of this united king- 
dom, it is for ihe before-mentioned 
reason that I value it most. It is 
by similar expressions of the public 
will, that great good may be effect- 
ed, unattended by any of those evils 
which bad men have insinuated was 
designed to bo produced, and of 
which insinuations timid men have 
been too easily the dupes. 
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Upheld by thete sentiments, and 
by the approbation of my fellow 
subjects, I estimate very lightly the 
pcrsoaal inconvenience to which I 
nave been, and still am subjected. 
And I am happy in an opportunity 
like the present to state, that those 
inconveniences have been diminished 
as much as possible by the kindness 
of my lord Moira, the governor of the 
Tower. Gentlemen, the advantages 
our countiy will derive from the 
transactions which have recently ta- 
ken place, I flatter myself, will be 
great. And should th^ only produce 
the able and consttiulional argument 
delivered hy the late lord chancellor of 
lEngland^ Erskine^ m the house of 
lords f on Monday last, I should say 
tltey hafi been great ; there breathes 
the spirit of our forefathers;* it 
brings back to our recollection bet- 
ter times, and better lawyers, and 
coming from such high legal autho- 
rity, and sanctioned by the still 
higher authority of reason, the foun- 
dation of all law, cannot fail of ma- 
king a deep impression on the pub- 
lic mind, and of powerfully aiding 
those great constitutional principles, 
of which Lord Erskine seems to be 
almost the last legal deposit, upon 
which every man's safety depends, 
and for maintaining which, by every 
means of legal resistance, against 
the violent attacks of arbitrary pow- 
er, I have had the good fortune to 
meet with your approbation. But 
even this would not have been va- 
lued by me, as it now is, had it not 
been accompanied by that expression 
of your determination to use every 
exertion to promote, the only mea- 
sure wise men will think of any 
great importance to the country ; a 
radical reform in the representation 
of the people, of which free election, 
is the vital principle. In the neces- 
sity of some reform in the representa- 
tion , it appears, all parties now agree, 
except those immediately carrying on 
the corruption, or fattening on the 

♦ Pol. Rev. Vol. VII. p. 416—19. 



spoils of the country. Gentlemen, il 
has been artfully misrepresented by 
the leaders of faction, that the pub- 
lic and myself; for 1 know not what 
they mean by my party, unless it w 
the public ; are very illiberal in de- 
nying honesty to every man who dif- 
fers, in the slightest degree, from 
ourselves; but, Gentlemen, though 
I certainly entertain a very meanopi* 
nion of the patriotism of the l^^aders 
of either of the factions, which have 
so long distracted and deluded the 
country, either of whigs or tones, 
" between which two thieves," says 
Mr. Ralph, the historian, ** This na- 
tion hath been crucified," yet 1 am 
persuaded that, under both these un* 
fortunate nick-names, are enlisted a 
great many honest Englishman, both 
whig and tory; who, though dissa- 
tisfied with, and ashamed of, the 
tergiversations of their leaders, still 
do, from habit and circumstances, 
reluctantly hang on and allow theror 
selves to be counted in the ranks. 
But an upright honest opinion, not 
a sham mercenary pretence, surely 
no man ought, and I am certain no 
man does, more respect than my^lf, 
however widely differing from 9iy 
own ; and I trust the time is not (ar 
distant when independent men, dis- 
regarding the watch-words of fac- 
tion, will unite to put an end to pe- 
culation ; to a borough-monger sys- 
tem, grinding the faces of the poor, 
and undermining the security of the 
rich ; will unite to re-establish legal 
government, and to curb arbitrary 
power, whether exercised directly 
by the executive magistrate, or indi- 
rectly by means of a corrupt house 
of commons. Such, and such only, 
are in my mind honest men, and 
can, with truth, be said to love their 
. King and country. We want no- 
thing hut what the law ordains; no 
new schemes, no ha\f measures; we 
want no plan of reform from any 
man, but the constitution of Eng- 
land, as by law established. Why 
should the people of England rej 
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ceive Lord Grey's plan ? or Lord 
Grenville's plan? or Mr. Brand'« 
plan ? or Sir Francis Buidett's plan ? 
or any other man's plan ? The pro- 
position made by me last year was 
not to adopt any plan of| mine, 
but the law of England ; this is all 
the public require, less than this 
they cannot take, more they do not 
^aojd; ftuchy at least, is my con-' 



caption of the matter, and such my 
opinion — hold to the law, for the 
new corn must come out of the eld 
fields. 

Gentlemen, I am truly sensible 
of the honoirr you have done me, 
and bog you to accept my best ac- 
knowledgments; and you Mr. Sbe« 
ri^* Woody for your handsome coo« 
duct. 



FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 



The Paris papers contain an ac- 
count of a ball given to Napoleon 
tnd his Empress, by the Austrian 
ambassador at Paris; during which 
the curtains catching fire, the room 
was immediately in a btaze, and in 
the dreadful confusion many noble 
persons were severely hurt. The 
Princess Pauline of Schwarzenberg, 
believing her daughter was left in 
the burning room, in a frantic effort 
of maternal love, rushed in after her 
and perished ; the daughter had es- 
caped. 

The Moniteur adds, " The fire ex- 
tended itself with the rapidity of 
lightning, and his Majesty slowly 
retired with the Empress, recom- 
mending calmness, in order to pre- 
Tcnr all disoiyier. The rapidity of 
the fire was so great, that the 'Queen 
of Naples who followi'd in the suite 
of the Emperor, having fallen, was 
only saved through the presence of 
mind of the Grand Puke of Wuctz- 
burgh. The Queen of Westphali^i 
was conducted from the saloon by 
the King of Westphalia and Count 
Mctternich. The Vice-roy escaped 
by a sipall door which led to the a- 
putmenta of the hotel; 20 ladies 
bave been more or less injured. 
Prince Kurakin, the Russian am- 
bassador, had the misfortune to fall 
Qpon the steps which lead from the 
ball-room to the garden, which were 
^kcn on fire, and was for a moment 



insensible. Prince Joseph Schwar- 
senbcrg was engaged all . the night 
in s^rch of bis wife, who was not 
to be found either at her brother's, 
the ambassador, or at M. de Met- 
temich's. lie was doubtful of his 
misfortune till the day broke, when 
a disfigured corpse was found near 
the saloon, which Dr. Gall thought 
to be that of the Princess Scbwar^^n" 
berg. It remained no longer doubt- 
ful when her diamonds, and the me- 
dallion of her children, which she 
wore suspended from her neck, wore 
examined. Princess Pauline Schwar^ 
zenberg was daughter of the Senator 
Arembcrg; she was mother of eight 
children, and four months advanced 
in pregnancy: she was as much dis- 
tinguished for the graces of her per- 
son, as by tne excellent qualities of 
her mind and heart. The affectionate 
act which cost her life, proves hovr 
much she deserves to be regretted, 
for death was roost evident." 

It was at one of the f^tcs given in 
honour of the marriage of the pre-, 
sent Empress of France's great aunt 
to Louis the XVI. that an accidt^nt 
happened much more dreadful in its 
nature than that which has lately 
occurred at Paris, the number of 
lives lost beins; about 700. 

The last French decree upon the 
subject of grain, dated July 2, pro- 
hibits its exportation to this country 
entirely from the island of Schowcn 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Foreign Intelligence* 



[JULT. 



IBonaparte'* new northern frontier, 
since the annexatioQ of Zealand) to 
I'OtieDti south: from this port to 
Bonrdeatix it may he exported in 
Fiench ships with one half wine or 
bnindy. The vronderful and almost 
mtfaeuloua improvement produced 
ill the crops of this country, by the 
recent rains^ renders these decrees of 
the enemy of less important conside- 
ration than they would otherwise 
huw been. The last article of Bona- 
parte's decree coaBnes the coasting 
trade of France to French vessels enly. 

It is announced in the Monitcurof 
the 2d| that the Austrian (vovem- 
ment is endeavouring to negociate a 
loan in Holland, which of course 
implies the consent of Bonaparta 

The last Dutch papers give the 
nnexpectcd informanation, that King 
Louis had withdrawn from the coun- 
try without leaving any notice of the 
place of his retreat. — Fifteen thou- 
sandt French troopsliad entered the 
city of Amsterdam on the 4th inst. 
who were neither accommodated in 
barracks, or in the neighbouring vil- 
lages, but were quartered on the in- 
babitants, with a total disregard to 
all the feelings of the burghers. 

[Prom the Monitevr.'] 
The advices from Spain and the 
anny of Portugal arc very unimpor- 
tant. The army of Catalonia is 
marching towards Tarragonia, to 
besiege that fortress. A division of 
the army of Arragon is directing its 
inarch upon Torlct. 'Vhc ordnance 
and stores for the siege are embarked 
on the £bro. In the South, the 
ifirst corps, commanded by the Duke 
of Belluno, is in front of Cadiz. The 
5th corps, commanded by the Duke 
of Trcviso, is on the frontier of Por- 
tugal, to tba^iriit; and the 4th 
corps, comnHMH by General Se- 
hastiiani, is towards Malaga and 
Murcia. — Gun-boats arc construct- 
ing; batteries are erecting on the 
coast. Three crews of French sailors 
aad a regiment of workmen have at 



length arrived in Andalusia, consist* 
iog, in all, of between 3000 and 
4000, expert in naval operations. 
In Spain, there are in some provin- 
ces disturbances and banditti, but 
no where is there any longer a Spa- 
nish army in existence. When Gen. 
Moore was in Spain, the Spaniards, 
had an army of more than 200,000 
men on the £bro. When, at a sub- 
sequent period, General Wellington 
marched to Talavera, thty still had 
three armies ; one in Catalonia, one 
under the command of Cuesta, and 
another one called the army of the 
centre; making together about 80,000 
men. At present they have only 
three corps, scarcely making 24,000 
recruits, who are unworthy the name 
of soldiers. ' * 

To hit serem^Sighneii the Prince of 
Wagrea^mnd Neufchatel, Vice^ 
Constable, Major-General, 
" Sir, — I arrived at Ciudad on 
the evenmg of the 24th ; yesterday, 
the 25th, at four in the morning, I 
ordered the fire to be commenced a- 
gainst the fort with 46 guns; it ap- 
pears that the garrison did not ex-* 
pect it so soon. They were very 
much disconcerted for the first few 
hours, and only returned it feebly. 
Soon after they Ix^gan to fire with a 
great deal of activity. The fortifi- 
cations were damaged, the parapet 
and embrasures were much injured, 
and several guns dismounted. Th* 
fire broke out several times, and in 
various parts of the town; one of 
the magazines exploded with a tre- 
mendous noise. That part of th^ 
wall to the east, which it adjoined, 
was damaged. The same accident 
befell us. Two small depots also 
took fire, and occasioned us the lo^s. 
of some men. Our loss in the whole 
amounts to 2 officers and 10 men 
killed, 1 officer and 41 men wounded. 
It might have been more, consid^^ring 
how near the batteries were, and 
the pebbly nature of the soil. That 
of Jhe enemy, confined within stone 
ramparts, and encumbered with in« 
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fc&bitauts, mast have been much 
greater. Our sharpshooters, posted 
ahnost ahovc the glacis, embarrassed 
•uch the cannon lers of the garrison, 
of whom they killed a great many, 
The cnem}' remained in possession 
of a part of the convent of the Holy 
Cress, from which they enfiladed 
our approaches on the left. They 
vere driven from it in the night, and 
the whole convent is occupied by us. 
Our approaches arc proceeding, I 
have driven the English beyond the 
Arava. My cavalry are on the 
right bank of that streamlet, with 
ft>me artillery and a few battalions 
of light infantry. The English army 
still occiipies the same positions at 
Espeja, Villa Formosa, and Galle- 
gos. A deserter came in yesterday, 
who states that Lord WeU^gtoa was 
in this last village. 

•* Accept, Sir, a fresh assurance 
of the respectful devoted ness, with 
which I have the honour to be, your 
faighness's most humble and obedient 
servant, 

" The Marshal Prince of Essmng, 
Commander in ' Chief of the 
army of Portugal, 

Massena.** 

By a decree of the 18th ult. eigh- 
teen of the thirty-two bishopricks of 
Rome and Trassimene are suppress- 
ed, as are also all the abbeys in the 
said departments. Among the rear 
sons alleged in the preamble for this 
measure, it is stated that seventeen 
of the bishops had put themselves 
out of the Emperor's protection by 
refusing to take the oaths to his Ma- 
jesty, and that only 1 4. of them had 
performed ihsLt^rst of duties recom- 
mended bif Jesus Christy namely, sub- 
missioti to th<* established powers. 
Amsterdam^ July 15. 

[From the Moniteur of Amsterdam^ 
the title of the Dutch paper now pub- 
Ushed, instead of the Royal Courant,] 

His serene highness the D>ike of 
Placentia, general stad holder of the 
Emperor, arrived the day before yes- 
terday at Alphen; and early yctter- 



day morning the whole jgarrisoU tf 
Ihe new united . nations, as well as 
the armed citizens, of- this city, were 
drawn up under arms oft each fide 
of the road, along which his acreai^ 
highness was to past to Che palace. 
A commission from the council of 
state, consisting of M. M« Cuypert 
and Van Inen Knephausen, was a|^ 
pointed to* wait on his serene higfi* 
ness on his arrival at AmsCerdaniy 
while the governor of the city, the 
burgomaster, magistrates, and «e* 
cretarics, met his royal highness at 
the inn of Bramenberg, on the Over- 
toom road, where they had ike k^ 
Hour of complimenting his serene hig^ 
ness. His highness then rode be* 
tween the ranks of the military and 
armed citizens, accompanied by the 
Marshal Duke of Reggio, and the 
General Count Bergardnin, and m 
splendid retinue, to the city, wkeie 
they were received with salutes of 
artillery from the walls and from-tha 
ships in the road. The procession 
then passed amid an innumerable 
concourse of people, and acclama- 
tions of " Long live the Emperor^ 
to the palace, where his highness 
alighted, and w<is received by the 
ministers in a body, and compli- 
mented/ by all the high constituted 
colleges : all the officers of the land 
and sea service, who were present, 
were at the same time presented to 
his serene highness. 

Vienna, June 27.— The Russian 
army has obtained a great victory 
over the Turks, on the right bank 
bank of the Danube, near Salistria. 
TheGrand Vizier has repassed Mount 
Hemus, and fallen back to Adriano- 
ple. The surrender of Silistria was 
most probably the cause of this move- 
ment. 

Oottenhurgh, June^5.—By a cou- 
rier arrived this morning from Stock- 
holm, we have learnt the intelli- 
gence of a riot having broken out in 
that city on the 21st, the day on 
which the corpse of the late Crowik 
Prince was conducted to the ^^ataoa 
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previous to lU intorment. Count 
Ferten, who led the procession in 
capacity of riks marshal (high mar- 
fthal) of the kingdom, was attacked 
by the mob, on suspicion of having 
lieen accessary to the death of his 
foyal highness. They commenced 
by assultinghls carriage with stones, 
&c. but the count having escaped 
into ft house was followed by the in* 
furiated populace, who literally tore 
\k\m to pieces. 

Another account states, that hav* 
ing got out of his carriage, the mob 
entirely surrounded him, and stoned 
him to death ; after which they re- 
tired to their homes. 

Since, the above-mentioned cou- 
rier, another express is said to have 
been received, bringing an account 
of the mob having re-collected on 
the following day, and surrounded 
the houses of Count Uglas and Coun- 
tess Piper, but fortunately neither 
of them fell into their power. 

From subsequent accounts, it ap- 
pears that several lives were lost, as 
ultimately the soldiers were, in their 
own defence, compelled to fire on 
the people. General Adlerenitz was 
struck a. violent blow on his back, 
but secured the man. The mob at 
one time agreed to a parley, and 
cfonsented to proposals made by the 
general that Count Fersen should 
be carried to prison ; but another 
party of insurrectionists arriving, he 
was torn from the soldiers, and mur- 
dered, by being stoned and trampled 
on; it is positively said, that his 
eyes were beat out. 

To satisfy the public respecting 
the death of the Crown Prince, an 
investigation lias been commenced 
in the office of the chancellor of jus- 
tice at Stockholm, and a proclama* 
tiou has beevjKued, offering a re- 
ward of 20,0^ rix dollars to any 
person giving legal evidence that the 
death of the Crown Prince was oc- 
casioned by poison, or any other 
criminal means. 

Public notice has been given from 



the general post office at Stockholm, 
that the intercourse of post, which, 
during the war, was established be- 
tween Gottenburgh and England, is 
now to« cease. 

CaraccaSf June 4. 

The suoiessful revolution which 
has happily taken place in this and 
all the northern provinces of South 
America, has already been attended 
with the best consequences. The 
people breathe a Spirit of liberty, 
like prisoners unexpectedly delivered 
from their chains. Every instant 
we expect to receive the welcome 
intelligence that the islands of Cub4 
and Porto Rico have followed our 
example, as two deputies bave been 
sent to each from hence, with dis- 
patches. To the former an address 
to the Ca])i)do has been sent couch- 
ed in the ^tbsi persuasive terms, ac- 
companied by a long argument, 
shewing the reasonableness of th# 
step. 

The whole of this great revolu- 
tion has been performed with scarce- 
ly the shedding of a drop of blood, 
and this is owiug to the general un- 
animity with which all the proceed- 
ings were conducted. In Barcelona, 
however, we are sorry to. say, that 
there is a strong party of anti-revo- 
lutionists, who Caused some distur- 
bances when the idea was first star- 
ted of a declaration of independence, 
but they were soon silenced, and 
three of them notoriously employed 
by the usurper JosETif , and paid by 
him as spies, were executed. 

The Emperor of Russia has is^ 
sued a manifesto, for the loan of one 
hundred millions of roubles iu bank 
assignats. It is divided into six 
parts— the first relates to the esta- 
blishment of a sinking fund ; the se- 
cond, the formation of the commis-^ 
sion for the extinction of the public 
debt ; the third, the mode of com- 
mencing the loan ; the fourth, the 
general arrangement for such loan ; 
the fifth, the conditions of the first 
division of the loan ; and the sixtb^ 
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tfcc expedients adopted for its nego- 
dadon. The subsequent articles re- 
late to the fourth section. 

Art. I. The government opens a loan 
in bank atsignats, for the extinction of 
the debt. , ... 

li. The highest sum to be rawed is 
KK) railKonsof roubles in bank aasignati. 

III. The loan is divided into five series 
of 30 millions each— tbe one of which 
bong completed, the others are succes- 
BTely to be opened. ^ , 

IV. The interest is to be discharged 
amualiy, in one payment. The capital 
i^ to be reimbursed ntfixed periods. Both 
tbe interest and the leimbursement of 
tbe capital is to be in silver. , 

V. At the openingof each series is to 
be determined — 1. The amount of the 
interest— «. The period of the reim- 
barscment— 3. The terms on which the 
saigiiats are to be received, &c. 

Alexander. 

It appears that a part of the pro- 
perty of the state is to be sold, the 
sales to be tnade in the course of 
five years, and the produce to be ap- 
plied to the establishment of a sink- 
ing fund for the extinction of the 
public debt, ilndcr the management 
of a board of commissioners. 

Three hundred houses were on the 
9th of May destroyed at Newhausol, 
ia Hungary, by the explosion of a 
powder magazine. Eighty persons 
lost their lives, and near 200 were 
dug out of the ruins alive, but mu- 
tilated and dreadfully bruised. 

Repeated shocks of an earthquake 
were felt at the beginning of last 
mouth in various parts of Hungary. 
At Neusick several houses were over- 
thrown, and six lives lost. In the 
neighbourhood of Moor, Altenmark, 
and Stein, the shocks had been so 
dreadful, and created so much alarm 
in consequence of si.Kty houses, and 
several churches being thrown dowii, 
that the inhabitants began to emi- 
grate. 

The Gazette of the 14th inst. con- 
tains dispatche.** from Adm. Drury, 
at Madras, announcing the capture 
of the pirate town of Has al Kyma, 
and subsequent destruction of -60 
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ships, by the expedition under the 
command of Capt. Wainwright, and 
Lieut. Col. Smith. The place wal 
defended with unusual resolution 
alid obstinacy ; but the persevering 
gallantry of British soldiers and 
sailors overcame every obstacle. The 
loss of the enemy on both occasions 
was considerable. Our loss is stated 
to be only 39 killed and wounded ; 
among the latter were Messrs. Hay 
and Guy, midshipmen. 

While the armament was lying 
at Muscat, on its return from the 
expedition against the pirates, th« 
Imaum paid a visit to his Majest/f 
ship Chiffonne, and was entertained 
with fruits, sweetmeats, and sher- 
bett ; the juice of the grape being 
excluded in deference to his religious 
prejudices. The ship was dressed ou 
the occasion with the colours of dif- 
ferent nations, and delighted his 
highness by her beautiful appear- 
ance. Capt. Wainwright presented 
him with a picture of Lord Nelson, 
which he graciously accepted. 

Official advices have been received 
from Lord Wellington, dated on the 
27th ult. There has not yet been 
any battle : but it is supposed a bat- 
tle cannot long be delayed, if Lord 
Wellington remain in his present 
position, and if the enemy make 
themselves masters of Ciudad Ro- 
drigo.— The capture of that impor- 
tant place, which may be consi- 
dered as the key of Portugal on that 
■ side, is absolutely necessary, pre- 
viously to any sei-ious attack upon 
Portugal. Massena has regularly 
invested it; a detachment of hi* 
army, about 25,000 strong, under 
Junot, arrived before it on the ipth, 
and on the 24th opened a tremen- 
dous bombaidment; the garrison, 
however, returned it with great spi- 
rit. General Crawfurd having pre- 
viously thrown a large supply of 
stores and ammunition into the town. 
The place still held out on the 27th, 
the date of the last advices. Whilst 
aiassena wHh one division of bi^ 
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army is pressing the siege with all 
possible vigour, he is occupying the 
banks of the Agueda with the re- 
maining divisions under Ney and 
Reguier. Bridges have been thrown 
over the Agueda, to be ready to ad- 
vance against Lord Wellington the 
moment Ciudad Rodrigo has fallen. 
In consequcncg^of the passage of the 
Agueda having been rendered easy 
to the enemy, Gen. Crawfurd, with 
our advanced guard, has fallen back 
upon the main body, which made a 
movement to support him, in case 
the French should detach a large 
body against it. The whole of Mas- 
sena's force is stated to be not less 
than 85,000 men, and the total of 
the French armies in Spain amount 
to nearly 200,000 men. 

Lord Wellington has with him 
20,000 British, and 10,000 Portu- 
guese; Gen. Hill 5000 British, and 
5000 Portuguese ; and Gen. Beres- 
ford about 10,000 Portuguese on 
Lord Wellington's left.— Thus the 
whole of the actual force of the al- 
lies in the fit Id does not exceed 
50,000 men. In addition to these, 
there are 10,000 Portuguese and 
some British ki garrisons, and about 
20,000 militia. 

The Spanish papers contain a 
proclamation addressed to the peo- 
ple of Spain, in consequence of the 
Duke of Orleans' arrival at Tarra- 
gona. It declares the resolution of 
the Duke to place himself at the 
head of a Spanish army, and ap- 
peals to the feelings of the French 
troops against the tyranny and de- 
structive ambition of their ruler. It 
appears that the presetice of this 
Prince in Spain was solicited by the 
regency, whose invitation, signed 
by the respective members, has been 
published. The Duke was received 
at Cadiz with fhe most lively de- 
monstrations of public joy. The 
proclamation was translated into 
French and Italian, and all possible 
means take» to circulate it among 
Bonaparte's soldiers in Spain. 



Gen. Sir John Stuart was about 
to embai'k in his Majesty's ship Vo* 
lage, for Malta, when the last ac- 
counts came away from Sicily ; but 
finding that an enormous French 
force, to the amount of nearly 
40,000, was assembled on the oppo* 
site coast, evidently for a descent 
on that island, he [altered bis deter- 
mination, and remains there for its 
protection. 

New York, notwithstanding the 
pressure of the times, is rapidly ex- 
tending its limits. At the close of 
the last month there were nearly 
600 new houses or stores building. 
Two new halls were likewise going 
forward; one, the City Hall, was 
to cost half a million of dollars, and 
the expencc of the other (Washing- 
ton hall) was estimated at 100,000 
dollars. — ^Thcse works were supposed 
to engage 6000 artificers. 



Cannibals. — Horrid Massacre. 
Some Sydney Gazettes have reached 
town, one of which contains an account 
of a cannibal expedition from the Fiiee 
Islands, of which Mr. Thomas Smith, 
second officer of the Favourite, Copt. 
Campbell, who was unexpectedly made 
prisoner by the natives on the 7th. of 
October last, soon after the arrival of 
the vessel at those islands, was compell- 
ed to he 4k witness. A large fleet of ca- 
noes sailed fiom Highlea on the 11th. of 
October to make war upon the island of 
Taffere, or Taffeia; they arrived there 
oil the 13th. and had a desparate con- 
flict for some time with the natives of 
Taffere, who were also in their canoes, 
but the latter overpowered by greatly 
superior numbers, were forced to give 
way and fled on shore.^The canoes 
were taken possession of, with only one 
captive, an unfortunate boy, who being 
presented to Bullandam, the relentless 
Fnee chief, was ordered to be slaughter- 
ed, as it was his determination that not 
a single life should be spared. This 
ruthless sentence was immediately exe- 
cuted with a club, three blows from 
which the youthful sufferer endured, and 
then expired :— the body was afterwards 
given into the charge of an attendant to 
be roasted for the chief and his prirtcipal 
assodates.-^The horrors that immediat** 
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ly succeeded the defeat tbe most sensible 
imagination can bat (faintly represent. 
A massacre was determined on ; and as 
tbe men bad escaped tbe fury of xb&r 
eonaoeron by fligbt» tbe women and 
children became tbe cbief object of 
searcby on wbicb mission a canoe was 
instandj dispatcbed^ and unbappily the 
fiual discovery was very soon made. On 
a signal from the shore numbers landed, 
aod a hut was set fire to* probably as a 
signal for tbe work of destruction to 
oomm^ice. Within a cluster of roan» . 
groves tbe devoted wretches bad taken 
sanctuary; many might have undoubt- 
edly secured themselves by accompany- 
iog the fliffbt of their vanquished hus- 
bsmds and relatives, could they have 
consented to a separation from their 
helpless children, who were no less de- 
voted than themselves. A dreadful yell 
was tbe fore-runner of the assault; the 
fmcioos monsters rushed upon them 
with their clubs, and without regard to 
sex or infancy, promiscuously butchered 
all. Some who still bad life and motion 
were treated as dead bodies, which were 
mostly dragged to the beach by one of 
their limbs, and through tbe water into 
the canoes ; their groans were disregard- 
ed, and their unheeded protracted suf- 
ferings were still more hurtful to the 
freliogs of humanity than even the gene- 
ral massacre itself had been. 

Tbe concfuerors appeared to anticipate 
with inordinate debgbc tbe festival with 
which this sad event had gratified their 
horrible expectation. — Forty-two bodies 
were extended on one platform in Bul- 
laodam^s [canoe, and one of these, a 
voaog female, appearing most to attract 
bis attention, be de&ired that hil second 
in command would have it lain by for 
tbem8elvf8.*«>The dead bodies were got 
into the canoes, and the whole fleet left 
TaBfere on their return to the main 
island; where many others joined in 
their horrible festivity, r which was con- 
ducted with rude peals of acclamations. 
—Mr. Smith was on this occasion also 
taken on shore by the ^reat chief, and 
here had again to expciience a detesta- 
ble spectacle. The bodies had been dis- 
membered of their limbs, which were 
suspended on the boughs of trees in 
wwioess for cookery; and afterwards 
Ptit of a human leg was offered to Mr. 
wth, who had never broke his fast for 
five days. The offer he rejected with 
^horrence; and upon his captors ap- 
P^iag astonished 1 iht refusal, ne 



gave them to understand, that if be eat 
of human flesh he would instantly die. 
TTiey were satisfied.with this excuse, and 
continued their abominable severity the 
whole night. Mr. Sraith was at length 
released, after fasting nine days ; as were 
some of the crew of the vessel. 

Advices have been received from the 
ship. City of Edinburgh, at the Cape, 
the captain of which relates a horrible 
event respectmg the captain and crew of 
the Boyd, Thomson, at New Zealand, 
in October last. It appears, that whilst 
the Boyd was at Botany Bay, the cap- 
tain met with one of the two chiefs who 
govern the island of New Zealand, of 
the name of Tappohee, and agreed with 
him to purchase some timber, to takt 
home to England. As soon as the voy- 
age would permit, the ship arrived at 
jhe island ; and the captain being intro- 
duced to the chief, who had got home 
before him, was promised the timber m 
two days. In the mean time tbe cap- 
uin was invited on shore, and attended 
tbe chief with part of the ship's company 
in tbe boat. Nothing particular trans- 
pired on this occasion ; but the chief re- 
turned on board the.ship, attended by a 
number of canoes full of men. They 
were permitted to examine the ship as 
a matter of curiosity. Tappohee, the 
chief, was treated with great respect; 
and having continued on board some 
time, he ^t into his boat, for the pur- 
pose, as It was supposed, of mcjeting the 
captain of the ship, who, he said, had 
gone to see the timber. Instead, how- 
ever, of leaving the ship he gave a yell, 
which was a signal for the massacre of 
the whole ship*s company. There were 
about SO in all, 20 of whom they tore, 
limb from limb and regaled themselves 
upon the flesh of the unfortunate victims. 
About 10 of the men, to save their lives, 
clhnbed the teasts,' and 3 women pas- 
sengers and a lad ran down below ; the 
chief hailed the men, and told them that 
they had got all they wanted, haviiig 
plundered the ship ; and if they would 
come down fheir lives should be spared. 
— ^llie deluded men obeyed, and fell, 
like their comrades, a sacrifice to the 
inordinate and brutal appetites of the 
cannibals. The two female passengers 
and the boy were taken on shore, and 
their lives spared, but the ship was burnt. 
The captain and men on shore*were ne- 
ver beard of. The ^rival chief Pari, si- 
tuated at a different part of the island, 
beard of tbe afiair, and expressed bis 
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9orrow on the occasion to the captain of 
the City of Edinburgh, who was at the 
island for timber, and prepared to ac- 
company him with an armed force to 
release the women and the boy, in which 
they fully succeeded. 

Thestrong symptoms of dissatisfac^ 
tion which have been manifested 
throughout the papal states, and 
ivhich the dignified clergy are sus- 
pected of promoting, has rendered 
It necessary for the governor to col- 
lect in the vicinity of Rome an armed 
force of 26,000 men. Many of the 
French troops were, until lately, 
quartered upon the inhabitants, but 
in consequence of the numerous as- 
sassinations which this dispersion 
Occasioned, it was abandoned, and 
the cathedrals and other public 
buildings have been converted into 
barracks for their use. 

Colonel Bell, the first of the offi- 
cers brought to trial by the Madras 
government, was acquitted of the 
principal charge, but found guilty 
on the others. His sentence was 
only to be suspended from rank and 
•pay for one month. This slight pu- 
nishment is considered a virtual a- 
bandonment of the pretensix>ns of 
the government. 

Private letters from Madras state, 
that notwithstanding the restoration 
of tranquillity there,' Sir G. Barlow 
continued to be very unpopular. — 
A conspiiacy against his life had 



been frustrated, but the conspirators 
escaped. 

The late accounts from Canada 
indicate a disposition to revolt in 
th6 British colonies, from which we 
have much to apprehend, if it bo 
necessary to the supply of our nary 
and for the maintenance of our trade 
to continue these remote settlements 
under our authority. Whatever may 
be the fond expectations of certain 
confident politicians, nature never 
intended, and the happiness of so- 
ciety never required a dominion at 
the distance of 3000 ipilcs. But 
there are no limits to the folly of 
man, when intoxicated with copious 
draughts of ambition. 

But these disorders arc not con- 
fined to the West. The advices 
lately received from the opposite ex- 
tremity, equally tend to shew the 
absurdity of such vain illusive pro- 
jects of extended empire. The ter- 
ritorial acquisitions in India can no 
longer be maintained, and must be 
surrendered either to the natives or 
to the refractory and disobedient 
agents 'employed to preserve them. 
These expanded limbs of the British 
constitution are in a state of tumour 
and disease ; they are drawing from 
the heart the vital blood whick 
should support it, and the malady 
we fear will not be discovered until 
all the noble paits of the system are 
so far debilitated as to be iuacces* 
sible of restoration. 



DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 



The Attorney-General on Friday,' 
the 30th ult. applied ip the court of 
King's Bench for a rule to shew cause 
whythcHCtionsbroughtbySirF.Bur- 
delt, acainst the speaker of the house 
of commons, for issuing a wfiirrant 
for his apprehension ; against the 
terjeant at arms, for using unneces- 
sary violence in executing it ; and 
Lord Moira, for detaining him in 
custody : should not be tried at the 



bar of the court. Lord* Ellenbee- 
rough granted the rule but recom- 
mended that Michaelmas term should 
be fixed on for the trials, as the pre- 
sent term was already so far ad- 
vanced. To this the ettemey-gcne- 
r4l agreed.— The actions against the 
Serjeant at arms and Lord Moira 
will therefore be tiiaU at har^ (that 
is, a trial before all the four judges 
of the court, who will deliver theiy 
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jxtdgOient seriatimjf and the one a- 
gainst the speaker will bo argued on 
a demurrer. 

On Wednesday the 4tb instant, 
Mr. Serjeant Shepherd appeared as 
counsel on behalf of Sir F. Burdett, 
Bart, in the several actions which 
he has brought against the speaker 
of the house of commons, the Ser- 
jeant at arms of the said house, and 
the Earl of Moira, constable of the 
Tower of London. After an argu- 
ment of some length, Lord Ellen- 
borough observed : — " The court 
has already agreed that the tiial 
shall be at bar, and the only thing 
to be settled is the day on which the 
trial shall fall. The court are not 
called upon to make any arrange- 
ments, whether the demurrer or the 
trial at bar shall have the prece- 
dency — at present he would antici- 
pate no such operations, but leave 
the matter to be decided on a future 
application, if any such shall be 
made. Let the trials at bar stand 
for the j^Oth of November, which 
will at least clear our way so far." 

COUHT OF king's BENCH. 

The King v, Cobbett and others. 
On Thursday the 5th, the Attor- 
ney-General moved the judgment of 
the court against William Cobbett, 
Esq. the proprietor, and Messrs. 
Hansard, jun. Bagshaw, and Budd, 
the printer and publishers of the 
• Political Register,' (the throe latter 
had suffered judgment by default.) — 
The defendants were all brought in- 
to court, when Lord Ellen borough 
4sked Mr. Cobbett if he had any af- 
fidavits to produce? 

Mr, Cobbett replied in the nega- 
tive; and stated that after what had 
passed on the trial, it was quite un- 
necessary for him to consume the 
time of the court. All be wi^jhed 
to say wa-s, with reference to the o- 
ther defendants — that during the 
many years he had known them, he 
had uevcr heard either of them utter 
a single word against government. 



The defendants Hansard, Bag* 
shaw, and Budd, handed in affida* 
vits, which disclaimed any ether in* 
tention, in publishing the libel in 
question, than merely the ordinary 
exercise of their business, as printer* 
publisher, and newsman. 

Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Gumey,and 
Mr. Bowen, addressed the court ia 
mitigation of the punbhment of the 
three latter defendants. 

The Attoifncy-General then, in a 
speech of very considerable lengthy 
appealed to the court on the plirt of 
the crown. He contrasted the libel 
of which Mr. Cobbett had been c«n¥ 
victed, with those upon the admini- 
stration of justice, for which the 
court had some time ago inflicted a 
severe punishment, but not more 
severe than it was merited, — Com« 
paring that libel with the present 
one, it sunk into insignificance. That 
publication, dangerous as it was, 
merely went to degrade the admini- 
stration of justice; but this had for 
its object the destruction of the coun- 
try altogether, by exciting a apirit 
of mutiny in the army, and produ- 
cing nothing short of actual rebel- 
lion. It was a libel which. waff aa 
insult upon the army, and the army 
looked up to their lordships to vin- 
dicate its character by a severe sen- 
tence. The country, conscious that 
it was the object of the libel to de- 
vote it to the miseries of insurrec- 
tion, also expected that the court 
would avenge it upon the author of 
so dangerous a publication. Upoii 
the whole he trusted that the pu 
nishment to be inflicted upon the de 
fendant would be as exemplary as 
the offence was atrocious, tempering 
it with mercy, but at the same time 
recollecting that mercy to the public 
was the first duty of the court. 

Lord El Ion borough ordered the 
four defendants to be committed to 
the Mnrshalsea prison, and to ba 
brought up on Monday for judgt 
mcnt. 
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On Monday the pth. the court 
was unusually crowded at an early 
bour, and before the business com- 
menced, Mr. Justice Grose^ in the 
ftrst instancci and afterwards Lord 
Ellehborough, were under the ne- 
cessity of ordering the passages in tha 
court, and the avenues leading to it, 
tt> be cleared, 

Mr. tobbeif, Messrs. Hansari^ 
BagshaWy and Budd^ being called to 
tlie bar, Mr. Justice Grbse, addres- 
sing himself to Mr. Cobbett, inform- 
ed him that he stood there to receive 
judgment, for having written aiid 
given to the world a very seditious 
and mischievous libel, tending to 
produce mutiny among our soldiers, 
hy instilling into their minds that 
^y were treated with unnecessary 
and unbecoming severity. It was jiot 
accessary for his lordship to detail 
to him all the evils which the pub- 
lication was calculated to produce, 
those having, within these few days 
been so ably and fully discussed, and 
the nature and effect of the publica- 
tion having been so clearly pointed 
out from the bench by the noble 
lord who tried the cause. The libel 
bad been submitted to the considera- 
tion of a jury of his fellow subjects, 
who had expressed their opinion of 
its tendency, by pronouncing a ver- 
dict of guilty. The arguments that 
bad been used, both on the one 
tide, and on the other, had only 
tended to make the blackness and 
deformity of the publication appear 
the more manifest. It was impossi- 
ble, indeed, for any rational mind' 
to doubt the tendency and meaning 
of the publication. No man could 
look at the libel, and not shudder at 
reflecting on the consequences it wa^ 
calculated to produce. One obvious 
tendency which it must be seen to 
have was that of rendering our mili- 
tary dissatisfied. It compared the 
modes of treatipent resorted to in the 
armies of France and of England, and 
plainly pointed out the latter as be- 
ing the more odious of the two. We 



were now at war with a country, 
which, having thrown aside all the 
usual avocations of industry, trade, 
and commerce, had converted itself 
into a military state, whose sole aim, 
and indeed whose sole means of exis- 
tence, was, to live on the spoils of 
surrounding nations. Against this 
country were the exertions of the 
overgrowing power to whom he had 
alludied, now in a great measure di« 
rected. We were thetrfore driven, 
m a necessary consequence, to pro- 
vide the best internal defence we 
could against the efforts of our am- 
bitious enemy. The local militia, 
and the encrease of the foreign troops 
in our employment, were two of the 
measures resorted to for this purpose. 
A detachment of our local militia 
having risQjQ upon their officers, the 
mutiny, as the newspapers properly 
stated it, was fortunately suppressed, 
by calling in the assistance of the 
German Legion; and the ring-lead- 
ers being tried by a court martial, 
were sentenced to receive a certain 
number of lashes, part of which pu- 
nishment was afterwards remitted. 
Taking advantage of these circum- 
stances, he, (Mr. Cobbett) had cho- 
sen to represent this as a mere squab- 
ble, for wbich the persons who had 
risen upon their c&cers were not 
deserving of punishment, and ridi- 
culed them for submitting to endure 
the punishment like trunks of trees. 
He also, in the same moment, held 
up to odium the German Legion, who 
had been called in to restore tran- 
quillity, as if they alone would have 
performed such a task. A more se- 
ditious and calumnious libel, he 
ventured to assert, had never been' 
published. It was obviously calcu- 
lated to produce two objects — ^To 
provoke the foreign troopSf^whothus 
saw themsclycs held up to public 
odium : and to create dissatisfaction 
in the minds of our own soldiers, by 
instructing them, that they were 
treated with unbecoming severity, 
such even as those who laboured 
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under the iron-hand of the niter of 
France were not subjected to, A 
publication more nearly allied to 
H^k Treason he had never witness- 
ed, and the consequences which 
might have been produced by so in- 
flammatory and dangerous a pro- 
docttun, could not be contemplated 
without horror. That it was the in- 
tention of the person at the bar,, to 
whom he now aiiddressed himself, that 
it should produce such consequen- 
ces, he should not say, but such 
must strike everyone as their obvi- 
ous tendency. There might have 
been a sense of lucre by which the 
writer was actuated. Mr. Cobbett 
was a man conversant in public af- 
fairs, and ought to have been, if he 
was not, aware of the danger of such 
a paper as that which he had writ- 
ten and caused to be circulated. In 
mitigation he had offered nothing. 
The obvious inference from which 
was, that he had nothing in mitiga- 
tion which he could offer. — Consi- 
lideringthe mischievous nature of 
the publication, the consequences 
which were likely to have resulted 
from it, and the peculiar period of 
time at which the publication had 
been brought forward, the sentence 
of the court upon him, William 
Cobbef, was, 

" That he do pay to the King a 
Jine of lOOOL — be impruoned in the 
Jail (/Newgate for the space of two 
yon; that he dk then enter into re- 
eogiuzances to keep the peace for seven 
yean, himself in SOM/. and tvio sure- 
ties 1000/. each, and that he be fur- 
ther imprisoned till such fine be paid 
and ^relies foundJ* 

Addressing himself to the other 
three defendants, the learned judge 
observed, that their guilt was great- 
ly les» than that of the author, and 
principal in the offence. I'hey had 
ftlso evinced their sorrow for the crim6 
they had committed, by allowing 
judgment to go against them by de- 
fault. Of these three the offence of 
Hansard was the greatest, and 



though the guilt of them all was in- 
finitely less than that of Mr. CoIk 
bett, their guilt was not done away 
by the aggravated nature of his of* 
fence. It was no answer for then 
to say, that they did not know the 
contents of the publication. It is 
the bounden duty of persons coo- 
cemed in publications, to know that 
they were responsible for the con* 
tents of these publications^ As to 
Hansard, he, as the printer, had 
seen and read the article, and ought 
to have been aware that it was of m 
libellous tendency .Though the guilt 
of all the three was less than that of 
the principal, still they were alLpar- 
takers of the criminality. All of 
them had pleaded the state of. their 
health, and that they had families. 
Men, like them, however, should 
reflect on these circumstances before 
they lent themselves to such pur- 
poses as that for which they were 
now called on to answer. It was 
impossible that the court coufd al- 
low offences of this kind to go entire- 
ly^ without punishment, In the cir- 
cumstances of each particular case, 
the sentence of the court was, 

" That the defendant, T. F. Man- 
sard, be committed to the custody <f 
the Marshal of the Marshalsea of that 
Court for the space of three calendar 
months^ and at the expiration of that 
time, do enter into recognizances ta 
keep the peace for three years, iirn* 
self in 400/. and two sureties in 200/." 

And that the other two defendants, 
Richard Bagshaw and John Budd, 

" Be committed to the custqdy ^ 
the Marshal of the Marshalsea of that 
Court for the space of two calendar 
months, and be then discharged,'' 

Court of King's Bench, July 20. 

THE KING V. FINNEHTY 

The defendant havmg withdrawn 
his plea of " Kot Guilty," and thero- 
by allowing judgment to go by do- 
fault, the cause did not proceed. 

THE KIXG V, JOHN GALE JONES. 

Mr. Abbott having opened the pro- 
ceedings in this case. 
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The Attometf'General stated the 
frosecutton to have been instituted 
for several scandalous and malicious 
libels, published by the defendant 
against Lord Castlereagh. It would 
be the duty of the jury to say if the 
defendant had not published the 
papers in question^ and then, it 
would be for them them to say, if 
these were, not libels. The defen- 
dant, It would appear, was the con- 
ductor of a certain society — a deba- 
ting society— of which he should say 
nothing derogatory to its character, 
except in so far as the present libels 
were in question. The first libel was 
contained in the following placard: 

Mr. Finnerty and Lord Castlereagh/^^ 
BritUh Forum^ No. 33. Bedford-Street, 
Covent'Garden, Jan. 29, 18ia 

Question — " Oagbtroy Lord Castle- 
rea|b's conduct towards Mr. Finnerty, 
during the late expedition to Walcberen, 
to be approvcfd as a salutary measure of 
precaution to preserve order and disci- 
pline among his Majesty's forces, or re- 
probated as a^agrant infringement up- 
on the liberty of a British su^ect, and a 
^ cowardly act of oppression against an 
innocent individual r " 

The statement of Mr. Finnerty's treat- 
ment by Lord Castlereagh, as it appear- 
ed in The Morning Chronicle ef Tues- 
day, the 23d. instant, has been read 
with the most lively emotions, and has 
excited universal astonishment and alarm. 
Mr. Fiunertv has appealed Co *< the good 
sense and liberalitjr, and justice" of the 
British nation, to give their decided opi- 
nion on the subject. So far as the Bri- 
tish Forum can lend its aid towards col- 
lecting and proclaiming that opinion, 
neither his appeal, nor that of *' any 
other persecuted and defenceless indivi- 
dual, shall ever be made in vain !" If 
the " gentle^ Lord Castlereagh. can mus- 
ter sufhcient confidence " to venturb 
iuto a public a^>sembly of free and inde- 
pendent Englishmen,'' he may rest as- 
sured that he shall have ''fair play.** 
There is nothing tliut the managers of 
this institution more ardently long for, 
than an opportunity of '* meeting his 
lordship and his adherents face to face, 
and hearing them vindicate their charac- 
teirand conduct before an outraged and 
insulted country !** 



In the second pnblicatibn, by the 
present defendant, on this subject, 
the libel was *of a still more inflam- 
matory nature. The following waa 
the placard : 

Adjourned Debate— Trial of Lord Coi- 
tlereagh — British Forums No. 35> 
Bedford-Street, Covent-Garden, Mon- 
day, Feb. 5. 1810. 

QuESTiOK — ** Ought my Lord Castle* 
reach's conduct towards Mr. Finner^^ 
during the late expedition to Walcberen, 
to be approved as a salutary measure of 
precaution to preserve order and disci- 
pline among his Majesty's forces, or re- 
probated as a flagrant infringement up- 
on the liberty of a British subject, and 
a cowardly act of oppression against an 
innocent individual r 

Last Monday, notwithstanding ^ the 
mean and malignant attempts" to stifle 
the discussion of the present important 
question by '' tearing down and defacing'^ 
the bills, a crowded assembly (among 
whom were several noblemen and mem- 
bers of the house of commons) attended^ 
and after a very interesting debate, the 
opener was about to reply, when a gen- 
tleman '^ intimately and personally con- 
cerned'' entered the room, and having 
pledged himself to attend on the next 
evening, and either open the debate or 
take a part in the discussion ; the ques- 
tion was, with the consent of a large 
majority, adjourned. Several impor- 
tant and extraordinary disclosures will 
be made in the course of the evening, 
and Lord Castlereagh ''or his adherents'* 
are peremptorily summoned to attend, 
and " prevent, if possible, his character 
from beine consigned to everlasting in- 
famy and disgrace. The statement re- 
respecting the execution of Wm. Orr, in % 
Ireland, under the AnMiNiSTRATiox 
OP THE NOBtE LORD, although incontes- 
tible evide^ice was laid before him prov- 
ing his innocence was read from Mr. 
Fiimerty's letter, and excited in the au- 
dience visible emotions of horror and, dis- 
gust." 

Then followed a third publicatfoti* 
Last Monday, after two evening* dis- 
cussion, a crowded assembly uuanimous-^ 
ly decided, that '' Lord Casilereagb'a 
conduct towards Mr. Finnerty ought to 
be reprobated, as a flagrant infringement 
upon the liberty af a British subject, and 
a cowardly act of oppression against aa 
innocent individnal." 
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MnFinnertv was unable to attend 
vntil late in the evening, when to the 
ttoiveraal satisfaction of a most respect- 
able audience, he entered the room, and 
delivered a most animated statement of 
the proceedings at Walcheren, and the 
conduct of Lord Castlereagh. It is un- 
necessary to add, that Mr. Finnerty ex- 
perienced the most flattering and une- 
^ivocal proofs of public approbation, 
while on the contrary " not a band was 
held up in his lordship's defence. Thus 
has been furnished a memorable and 
itriking instance of the folly and inutili* 
fy of attempting, at least in this country, 
10 oppress and bear down an innocent 
individoal; by this discussion, virtue 
aod independence have received their 
just and adequate reward, while pride 
aod arrogance have been bumbled to 
the dost!^ 

Where were Lord Castlereagh and 
bis colleagues thus summoned to at- 
tend ?-^Wby, at the tribunal of the 
British Forum. The statement of 
the case of Orr was calculated to 
produce horror and disgust. This, 
the AOoraey-General conceived, ex- 
ceeded in atrocity all the libels be 
bad read of. 

The jury Would observe that this 
article wa^ prefixed to a previous 
publication, which, in the indict- 
ment, was stated to bo a gross libel. 
That this was so, he (the Attorney- 
General) could maintain, without 
fear of contradiction, the libeller, 
Mr. Finnerty, having been tried for 
this very offence, having withdrawn 
bis plea of Not Guilty, and having 
thus suileTe<ji judgment to go against 
biro, thereby confessing the crime 
with which he was charged. It was 
tmnecessary for him (tbe Attorney- 
General), however, to build himself 
on su^h a defiance. He held the 
publication in question in his hand, 
and it would be n^essary for bis 
lortiship and tbe jury, only to r^4 
itt to see that it was a libel, and it 
was evident that the advertisement 
velerred to it as tbe subject matter of 
debate. 

When the Attorney-General had 
closed bis^ase, 
▼0^« ?IU. 



Mr. Jones addressed the jury oa 
the part of the defendant. That tba 
jury might not entertain any idea 
that he felt a particular aifectioa or 
was otherwise interested in any un« 
common degree for the defendant^ 
he thought it but proper to state, 
that be did not stand towards the 
defendant in the relation of brother^ 
or of any other near connection. Tho 
defendant belonged to Middlesex, ha 
(the learned counsel) was a native of 
Carmarthenshire, in Wales. The 
defendant, however, he knew to bo 
a man of virtue, and every man of 
that description he should always ba 
proud to reckon as his brother. It 
was only last night that the defcn* 
daht had come to him, and request* 
od of him to undertake his defence 
to day. When tbe defendant called 
on the learned counsel be informed 
him that he had been advised to * 
withdraw his plea. The learned 
counsel asked the defendant if he 
felt couscious of guilts He told 
him he did not; and the learned 
counsel advised him, that with such 
a feeling it would be improper in 
him to plead guilty. If there was 
any error in this, he hoped it might 
be attributed, as it justly ought, to 
him« and not to his client. It was said 
that this debate at the British Forum 
was something like a trial of Lord 
Castlereagh. To this he could not 
agree ; it was, indeed, a trial of skill 
in argument, and at such schools, 
he could shew, if necessary, that 
some of the first men of the age had 
received the rudiments of that edu- 
cation which had conducted them, 
to their future greatness. If there 
had been an attorney general ap* 
pointed to prosecute, and a persoa 
also named to conduct the defence^ 
that might be said to be a trial, but 
here there was no such thing. It 
vtt» also complained that the peopla 
were here said to have been outraged 
and insulted. Lord Castlereagh, it 
was to be observed, was not the most 
foft^uate man in tha world a« te 
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pubHc opitiioB. Jf the defendaiU 
Mod been obliged to hU teats in hit 
Forum at onerikitUng a piece^ a prac- 
tice which the Attorney General seem- 
ed not to think strictly honourable^ 
some reports as to the selling of seats 
of a deferent description hadunfor- 
innately got afloat, not highly credit 
table to iMrd Casllereagh I That the 
puWic might, in this sense, be said 
to have their feelings outraged and 
insulted, he presumed to think could 
not be supposed carrying the matter 
too fir. At the time the defendant 
issued the placards in question, he- 
was^ suffering as a prisoner within 
the four walls of bis small room hi 
Newgate, lord Castlercagb had 
resigned his seat as a cabinet minis* 
ter, and the unfortunate defendant 
had been obliged to tesigu his com* 
mand as head of the debates at the 
British Ferum. Wodd it not, there*: 
fore, in such circumstances, have 
been more magnanimous in Lord 
Castlercagb to havte overlooked the 
|}resent attack, and not ta have of* 
fcced the kick of an outraged ass 
a^ainstthe head of an eicpiring lion l 
The two parties, Mr. Finnerty 
and Lord Castlercagb, . seeiwed to 
have old quarrels to adjust. Why 
did they not go to their^wn country 
to «cttlc them? or why. did they not 
go, iot as enemies, but as friends, 
to Wjilcheren, where, like Don Quix- 
ote and Sancho Pancha, they would 
instead of windmills have had to 
oiicUui£ter plague, pestilence, and 
thiiitnc. The nature of libels had 
bwn very diflferently ccmccived at 
diffcrcrft tifrtps ; and in mmny ia- 
gtankcl the darkness of the libel, 
and the difficuity of discovering Ihe 
author, was esteemed tf) bu the ag- 
gravated part of the oflfence. Were, 
llo>*cver, ib<ro was nothing dark, or 
difficaU to iind out* . He conjured 
tiw gi'^itlenW of the jury to weigh 
well ilieir verdict. According as 
riu>y -judged wouVd th(?y be judged 
lly rhc judfjc of hU men. . • 
k Lord LlUnborougb. — Ccnil^en 



of the Jury :— This ts an mdictment 
against the defendant, John Gal« 
Jones, and it charges, thi^t before? 
the time of the printing a certain li- 
bel, Lord Casllereagh had licen ojj^ 
of the, principal secretaries ^fst^ta 
of his Majesty I and, Gen«leinea» 
there is another allegarton, that- 
there had been, on the 23d' of Ja*'* 
riuary, a scandalous and seditiouB '•'^ 
libel in the form of . a icfter, sighed ., 
P. Fi nnerty, concerniog^Lqrd Castle^ . 
reagh, published »n a cert V» 9 nciwa-. 
paper called The Morning Chronicle. 
The whole scopf^ of the letter which* 
has been read in detail to ydufroh^ * 
that newspaper, does impute to llord 
Casllereagh the purpose of persecu- 
ting and oppressing this tnan ; sum- 
ming up in the last paragraph, that 
he hfti made Use of-hi^ ministerial 
power tb gratify prejndice; to invite 
the persecJution Vif his person, and to 
fix an imputation* upon his charac- 
ter. — Gentlemen, there certainly can 
be nothing more' libellous, tlian'to' 
impute to a man in a high public* 
office a gross abuse of' his publicf 
'functions, to degrade' and injure an ' 
individual, ft is not the publica- 
tion of this libel for whfch the de- 
fendant is indicted ; but he has ad* 
verted to it in the three- libels, for 
which immediately he is questioned,'^ 
and it Is to those papers and the 
contents of them that yotiV atten- 
tion is to be particularly drawn, in- 
asmtich as it is in respect df them 
only (reference being made to other 
. matters merely for explanatioti) that 
he stands ' before ytJu to-day. Is it 
not talumntous to anyindividual to 
have his name held out to the pub- 
lic as that of a person respectirtgj 
wliom it may fairly1>etloubtW wh<5 
ihor he has 'not been guihy of i 
Cowardly act of oppression?' .Put 
it to Jrour oWn breasts, gcntlcmenr 
and make it your own case; su]v 
pose n mon to pick up an anecdote^ 
of your private conduct—any ih'mfi 
respecting your conduct urri sxieial 
life, and that he shobUP pub)rsh it 
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ts a question, whether^ m a parti* 
cular drciitiistancc of your life, ypu* 
l^ been :guihy of a base disregard 
of your doty to wife, toxrhrild, to' 
friend, or any other ^rson, and 
should mske that a matterof discus- 
sion for all ^tbe assembled earolcss 
people who might'chuse to resort to- 
gether for the |>urpot9 either of hold^ 
ing or of hcKirttig that discussion; 
t%xr any thing ^ eonsidered as inore 
raittmaioDS, anore destructive of tho 
peace of mind of the individual so 
held out, more' mischievous to the 
public, of more irritating to the fet'l- 
mgs of the individual so held up ? 
Ttfking only tn tintintf the first pa* 
ra^raph, 1 feel myself, in the solemn 
discharge of my important functions, 
Sound by the oath of office I have 
taken, and by my duty to the pub- 
lic, to Slate to you that 1 consider 
this as an highly calumnious publi- 
cation. Gentlemen, in the discharge 
of my duty! am required to give 
you my opinion upon this case. If 
i were to state a donbt, it would be 
to abandon one's understanding. 1 
do with the most perfect confidence 
pronounce to you, that it is a most 
scandalous and infamous libel, and 
I have no donbt, that in the dis- 
charge of your duty you will come 
to the same conclusion, and will 
thereby be the means of resisting 
the evils by which we are surround- 
ed and oppressed. 

The jury immediately pronounced 
the defendant Guilty. 

Mr. Finnerty and Mr. Jones are 
to be brought up for judgment next 
term. 

His Majesty ' has written private 
letters to the Persian Monarch on 
vellum, which are to be conveyed 
over by his ambassador. They afe 
to be deposited in two embossed sil- 
ver tubes, each two feet long, re- 
sembling a large telescope, with 
silver padlocks, and secured from 
outward injury by seal-skin cases. 



The ceremony of the installation* 
of the new chancelU>r of Oxford ^ 
Lord Grenville, whidi commenced 
on the iOth. iost. was accompanied.* 
with all the pomp, bustle, andex^ 
travagance usual on such an otca^ 
sion. The musical departmeat Avas 
under the regulation of Dr. Crotch, 
who devoted 2000 guineas to tho 
payment of tho vocal and instrumen- 
tal performers. Madame Catalan! 
received out of this sum 4501. and 
Braham 550 guineas, for tkeir rc« 
spective performances <m this occa- 
sion.— Fifteen gentlemen, particular 
friends of Lord Grenville, had ho- 
norary degrees conferred on thcm.-*- 
The price of a bed- room at Oxford 
for one week, was 30 guineas, and a 
stall for, one horse six. Amongst 
other amusements, Mr* Sadler, witU 
his son, ascended in his balloon from 
Merton Fields, Oxford, at a^ o'clock 
on the Saturday, taking with him in 
the car, 100 small bags filled with 
sand, Weighing about lOlb. each. 
There wis also put in some cold 
beef, a bottlef of brandy, four bottles 
of -water, and a cat fastened in a 
wicker basket. The balloon ascend- 
e<> in a grand and steady manner, 
the populace giving three buszaK, 
Mr. Sadler standing up, waving hit 
hat and a flag. The balloon went 
over Merton College, S.W. and con- 
tinued in full clear view upwards of 
five minutes. — Soon after it arose 
Mr. Sadler let out the cat, a bag of 
sand, Sir Sidney Smith's flag, and a 
handkerchief. I'he cat in the bas- 
ket was picked up by a countryman 
at Headfngton, 2 miles from Oxfonf, 
with a direction on a red collar to 
Miss Robarts, High Street, Oxford. 
The countryman took the cat home 
as directed. They passed over Aylrs- 
bury at a quarter past three, (a dis- 
tance of 20 miles) and descended 4 
miles from Newport Pagnell a'littTe 
after four ; distance from Oxtbni 50 
miles. — Mr. Sadler is the same per- 
son with who the late Mr. Windham 

J 
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ascended iome yean since from 
Mottlsey Hunt. 

Amongst the mamy failures that 
4laire lately occurred in the mercan- 
tile world, one of the principal is 
the banking house of Brick wood and 
Co* in Lombard-street, and which 
is imputed in a material degree to 
the failure for 300,0001. of one of the 
^nt firms in general brokerage, but 
more especially concerned in West 
India dealing. One of the banking 
company, a relatiyeof the late Adm. 
Rainier, embarked 100,0001. in the 
establishment a few months since, 
and the principal of the house is said 
to have made an an addition to his 
previous capital of 60,000l. about a 
fortnight ago. — Mr. Brickwood was 
originally a West India merchant, 
and also one of the Dutch commis- 
sioners along with Mr. John Bowles 
and others, whose conduct in that 
commission has made a good deal of 
noise in the world. 

It IS nat possible to conceive a 
greater degree of distress than that 
which occun on the stoppage and 
ruin of great commercial houses. 
Nothing can be more melancholy 
than the circumstances which at- 
tend the late faikres. They are of 
a nature which excite the commise- 
ratioi) even of those who are sufferers 
by their extravagant speculations. 
One gentleman is said to be deliri- 
•us, and another has made a despe- 
rate attempt on his own life. 

Much distress has prevailed in se- 
veral country towns in consequence 
of the stoppage of country banks. — 
The Morning Fast of the 17th. inst. 
gives the following, as an extract of 
a letter from Salisbury of the 15th. 
inst.— "Sa^^irry, Jult/ 15- — ^The dis- 
^ tress in this place is extreme, it be« 
•• ingwith the greatest difficulty pr&vi" 
^ sitms can be procured here,us we have 
** nothing apparently in circulation 
^' but the paper of the place, which 
** is no longer current. On Satur- 
^ day night jtumbers of women and 
*• ckildren were seen m a deplorMe 



** condUum^ from the unfortunate 
" pressure under which we at pre- 
** sent labour. It is hoped that some 
** means will be immediately taken 
" to remedy the eviiJ* 

On Friday the 20th. a aieeting of 
banken and merchants was held, 
for the purpose of taking into con- 
sideration the propriety and means 
of supporting such merchants as 
were under temporary difficulties at 
the present crisis of commercial em- 
barrassment, and whose cbaracten 
entitled them to assistance. Among 
the banken who attended the meet- 
ing were Messn. Smith, Payne, and 
Smith; Masterman and Co.; Eve- 
rett and Co.; Were, Bruce, and 
Co; besides several othen, and m 
number of the most eminent mer- 
chants. After some discussion, it 
was determined that a proposal 
should be made to the creditors of 
8»me of the houses under embarrass- 
ment, to receive the full amount of 
their several demands by four equal 
payments; in bills drawn at six» 
twelve, eighteen, and twenty-four 
months, bearing interest This pro* 
posal was immediately accepted, and 
a list of debts and assets laid before 



the meeting, as follows :— 
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Four of the most respectable mer- 
chants in the linen trade have been 
selected to superintend the affairs ' 
of the above * parties, vii. Mr. Ri- 
chard Fort, Sir Robert Graham, 
Mr. Shaw (of the house of Shaw and 
Fletcher) and another. 

The present commercial distresses 
ace denominated in several of the 
daily papers as *V momentary embar- 
rassments, that could neither be 
controuled nor foreseen," but these 
embarrassments have been long fore- 
seen, aqd might have been con- 
trouled and prevented, by wise and 
moderate measures. What will be 
said when it is known that at Heli- 
goland our merchants have 7 mil- 
lions of property locked up, and un- 
saleable; at Gibraltar 15; on the 
sterile rock of Malta 25 ; and in 
SouCb America, an unkown and in- 
calculable sum ? What will be ex- 
pected for the yet future, when it 
IS known, that no where have we 
WW a balance of trade with us ? — 
Nor can scarcely any where soil for 
the coc^ price? Were the effects of 
these things not seen? Were the 
circumstances that lead to this me- 
lancholy state of things out of the 
power of controul by ministers, who 
ought not to have given encourage- 
ment to such frantic speculations, 
before a proper intercourse was es- 
tablished on a permanent basis ? 

The manufacturers of Dublin have 
been for some time past reduced to 
a state of apparent wretchedness 
and poverty, in consequence of the 
total want of patronage, arising from 
the non-residence of the nobility and 
gentry. Owing to this circumstance, 
what would have been spent in Ire- 
land is drained off to this country, 
and the amount is stated at not less 
than two millions annually. — About 
10,000 of these unfortunate men ha- 
ving announced thi ir intention to go 
in procession with a fleece in mourn-i 
ing, as symbolical of their ruined 
state, the magistrates interfered, and 
rather advised them to present a pe- 



tition to the lord lieutenant. The 
counsel was followed, since which 
the Irish privy council have had se- 
veral meetings to consider of some 
expedient by which their condition 
may be ameliorated ; but these tem- 
porary expedients will not, it is gene- 
lally understood, remedy the evil. 

At the quarter assembly of the 
common council of Dublin, after a 
committee had been appointed lo 
take into consideration the condition 
of the poor manufacturers of the ci- 
ty, Mr. Hutton made his promised 
motion for a repeal of the Union.-^ 
After making a few remarks on the 
wretched state of his countrymen, 
he moved as follows :— 

Resolved, — ^That we now feel as we 
have an unshaken loyalty to our sove- 
reign. King George the Third, and tlM 
succession of his ro^al house ; we have 
to lament that his M^jefty should 
have been so grossly imposed on by his 
ministers, as in terminating the lost sest 
sions of parliament, to state th« growing 
prosperity of Ireland, when his ministers, 
in making such representations to his 
Majesty, roust have known that the very 
reverse was the fact. 

Resolved, — ^Tkat the present distress 
and growing misfortunes of Ireland have 
arisen from not having a resident oar^ 
liament, who alone would be capable of 
knowing the real wants of this country, 
and providing for it adequate remedies ; 
and we are the more fortified in this our 
opinion by the manner in which the late 
monstrous system of tasution was im- 
posed ' on this country, and which is 
contrary to every sound principle of le- 
gislation; we therefore appeal to our 
couutryineu and fellow citizens to come 
forward in corporate bodies, and in 
county and grand jury meetings, to de- 
manda restoration of that constitution 
which is our hirthrii^ht, and of wliich we 
have been dispossessed by fraud and 
corruption. 

After some debate, the above re- 
solutions were carried by 45 to I5« 

Mr. Farrel then moved that Mr. 
Foster's picture be taken down out 
of the Mayoralty house; Mr. Shaw, 
in speaking for the moti^^n, observed, 
that the picture should not only be 
taken down, but kkk^ by every 
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,• Wi^nvftrr, on nccouht of his having 
A?ceh'e<l liis courttryroci^ more e§- 
p^t iuHy rcspecltng the Union. The 
looiioiv \^as carried by a majority of 3. 

Five Quakers were lately c^ommtt- 
te^ to the bouse of eorr««tifin at 
Wtikeficld, for one month, for re-' 
ia-<rng to serve in the local militia^ 
kft pay thfe fine. 

Maona Chaeta. — S?r' Robert 
. Cotton {ihcrclebrated collector of the . 
Cottonlan Library^) being ohe day 
at bh. tailor's, perceiving thiat the 
jittan held in his band,'re<K](y to cut 
vpfir m^asutes, the Original Magna 
Chai^ay with all its appendages of 
seals and signatures, immediately 
bought this singular curiosity for a 
iBore trifle, and. recovered, jn this 
Angular manner, what had long 
been given over for. lost* — Cplomo- 
$»»a, page 198. 

When To«t Pait)« wa» about to 
leave France for Atneriea, whicb 
Iras' ^ome time after Borfaparte be- 
ldame first consul, be addressed a 
note to Talleyrand, with whom he 
Ikad been intimate, stating* that, 
^ as be bad been honoured by the 
Ffeacb people with a seat in the 
mtiobel coiKention, at an early 
period of the revolution, ht felt it a 
uebt of gratitude which he owed to 
France, to make a tender of his 
services in the country of his ndop- 
Ikm, the United States of America, 
to which be was about to ret urn." — 
A few days after this note was pre- 
sented, Paine received a letter by a 
Ara^man, couched in the following 
terms : — 

^ iM. Tsdlcyrand, minister for foreign 
aflEairs, b»& received Mr. Paint's note, 
phicb lie laid before the firbt consul^ 
aiid has been directed, in reply, to send 
per bearer a pipe of brandy, and to wish 
Air. Paine a pleasi^t voynge to the 
Cou^ntry of his adoption, the United States 
i>f Anwrica.** 

This anecdote Mr. Piiinc himself 
frequently mentioned to his friends 
in America, over his brandy and 
water, which he was rather fond of 
enjoying. 



XnSTLB, 

taOH THS'TE^aLT MUlTtKey VSLa IS 

^iOfipOV, BT ^MOURNMKarTS, 

WROH TRE 23d QF.T HE FIFTH von TB^ 

lO tat 1st pF THE SIXTH MOUTH, 

1810) INCLUSIVE. 

Th the Quarterly and Montkhf Miei- 
ing9 of Frienckf ik Grtti Brkmmp 
Irekndf and tlsemhere. 
Pfi^a FRiEfiTDs. — In turnin^ourffunda 
towards saluting yon with an epi&tle, 
and paiticularly as the suhject came> 
more closely under attertion,. an en- 
courageraeni was feh, wliich u^doces 
as to believe that in so doing we shalt 
be in the way of our duty.; aad whea 
that predons love which binds logetbft 
the variouft members of the tpiriiual bo^ 
dy is in dominion, this duty n freelv 
fulfilled. And as the collected church 
of Christ, gathered into bis nainV, and 
baptized mto his spirit, must abide bo^ 
der fhi^ powerful iuAuence to guiib iia 
proceedings; so also the mtmbto^;!^ 
their separate aUotiaeuts^, ca» Qod ;aa- 
sucer meana of being preserved^ eacb iu 
the way of his own duty, or of contri- 
buting,^ each his share, to the common 
welfare^ than' by experiencing''* the 
Love of God" lenewedly •* shed abroad 
in their hearts/' But we know that the 
love of earthly things too oitea prevails, 
the harmony of even religious society is 
interrupted, yea even many become 
spiritually " rohbed and ^oiled.'^ Deae 
friends, all of you who may hear or 
read this our tender salutationj let us 
address you in the language of the evan* 
gelical prophet, ^ Arise, shine :*' yoa to 
whose hearts the Lord, in bia never- 
failjng mercy, may direct the words of 
bissenauts, which of you can say that 
your ** light is" not " come V* Let it 
then be displayed in conduct. Keep in 
view the two great commandments of 
perp«?tual obligation — the love of God, 
and the love of our neighbour. The 
Litter is the grouiHl of our christian dis- 
cipline; and the former is the life of 
our .spiritual worship. And we are per- 
suaded that if, through the redeeming 
power of the Lord, and by continuing 
m his fear and under his guidance, we 
become settled iu these holy disposi- 
tions ; jf, to use other words, with gra- 
titude, watchftUuess, and lowhness of 
mind, we improve these holy gifts of 
grace, they will never be taken from 
us 5 but win remaiu and expaud^ wbea 
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tbe veilaf fles)i sl^U be removed* and 
a nearer access be opened to the Umii- 
<ain of love, iu a blissfal iinmortalitj. . 
At Hiete anmiiil assemblies, wben we 
are receiving accounts of the state of 
tbe tueetiajj^ which this fearlv meeting 
superiniends, we have too often occa- 
sioa of grief, ia bearing of defectf which 
do not comport with a people ptofes&iMg 
C9 be spiriiuaUy miadeo. Sach are from 
various quarters reported to us this 
year. Yet we are not disposed to ena- 
laera^ them aow ; though we caa readi- 
Ij trape thei^ origin. Eut let us remind, 
cverj one amongst n^ that it is bett«c 
to be willing to trace, «ach the orij^in . 
of his own defect, tban to compose his 
mind bjr considering it a . sm^i one. 
The more we can abide under a sesse 
•f par own wants, the readier and tbe. 
m )re eaniestJy sliall we apply far help 
to him upon whom help is laid. And. 
|Mx^ably the natoral anwillingfiesB thera 
IS in the creatore to feel in itself f t£S- . 
timociy to irs own unwartbiness, is jon« 
yeut reason why no mare are raised up 
as te«timoay-bearers to the Lord's all-* 
Safficrency and. goodness. Jtcan scarce- 
ty be deuied, that fuithful labourers in 
bis vineyard are stiU wanting. We no^ 
ticed, in our la^t year's epistle, the re- 
moval of many who, according toonr 
power of spiritual perception, mi^it 
bear that appellation. 'Ihe information 
«f tbe present year has added to the 
list o^ the dead, who, we (doubt net, 
bave died in the Jord ; and is a repeated 
call to tbe living, to look well to their 
foundations. IViis call also has addi- 
tionnl force, when we consider that 
other faitliful servants are ven^^ing to the 
aarae Mil^mn period— a period which, 
thopsjb to them it may be unspenknbly 
blessed, will deprive the church nf their 
lalwurs,' and of the secret travuil, sym- 
pathy, and prayer of their spirits. 

It is certainty /not easy to compress 
the wants of the chiireb in one compre- 
hensive term ; but it seems as if one of 
the watch-words, peculiarly worthy of 
attention in the present day, were, de- 
orcATioN. R^ember, ^dear visited 
friends, thnt when Christ invites you to 
•abmlt to his yoke, be declares it to be 
ea^y; while the yoke of disobedience is 
known to be heavy. Thus, while we 
are inviting you to faithfulness^- by the 
lo&s^ which we are ready to de pidre 
in tbe departure of servants and of hand- 
maids; and by the joy thai opened on 
tbeir view at they were eiiterifif oa that 



Marer unioo wt^ their Lard ; widi hna 
'* of whom Uie whole family in bea^wfc 
*< nod earth is aamed '^ we may trtflf 
say, Brethrea, Sisters, ^ ye are atl caUed 
^' iiotu Uhcrt^,^ even ^ the gloricius J&- 
"^ bart^ of cfei cbildreii of God.'' Aa4 
it is with tbaokfulnesB ^t wa peit)ei««, 
as alta we hinted last year, that vcsry 
maay. of <mr belo«red young fneads m 
both seiccsy seem sensible that the Loi4C 
preparing hand is upon tbem. Ho«r 
then da 4fe, desire %faat these nniy ptv- 
severt in the path af de£cation; ytti^ 
that in tbeir love and seimce,. thef mvf 
'^ go on from stieagth tO' slrength ;^ 4n- 
cil, having .fddlled their due measiffia 
of suffering,' every «ottc of them •iwaf 
^. appear" with final acoeptaitce, * he-» 
« fore God in Zion.'' 
. The Mmounl ff the tufftHttgt wfpmiei 
ijm year on opcetmi ^ tithn, prieUf 

and for miUtary demandi, U upwardi <f 
12,678/. lo our last year's epistle, we 
adveitcd to the imprisonment of a £}«r 
young men, under the militiu kHvs ; wid 
expressed our apprehension that more 
cases of that kind would fbUow, * Our 
belief jof the-attaohment of 4naay of iiar 
youth ta their peaceable testimony, ia- 
duced .this apprehensioo, 'Ond it Aas 
teen verified by the confineviemtef t€V€rat 
more ion account of the local militia^ ^nd 
of one for the common militia. Though 
these temporary saoritices of liberty, de- 
monstrate a disposition which endears 
them to our hearts; nevertheless we 
cannot forget that they are yet but in die 
beginning of their course of devoted ness; 
and, as is the case in variuus ways with 
many others of^wir precious youth, are 
now ouly " girding.on the harness." If, 
dear youth, you are allowed to receive 
a peaceful neward for your cariy submis- 
sion to duty, gratitude promps you etiM 
to keep your eve on jour lioly guid«» for 
further mani^estutjoiis of his will, and 
for further proofs m( his protecting cane. 
And know assuredly, that if your days 
are prolonged to a period at present i>p- 
mote, and you are preserved in the fear 
of the Lord, these, and all your morning 
acts of humble attachment to his cause, 
will be sweet in vo«ir remembrance. 

We have received at this time epis- 
tles from all the North American year!/ 
meetings; iu which, liesides the generul 
vigilance over the welfare of tl»e society, 
we find a continuance of attention to tl>e 
saoie objects of* more general couoeni, 
which we meatioued last year: ocuaely^ 
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Estate oftbebltiek people still hel(f 
m tUveSy and the measures employed 
Ibr civilizing the Indian natives. The 
epistle from Ireland has been particu- 
lartj grateful to us, and we have not 
fiuled to testify our unity witb friends in 
that nation by a few aflfectioiiate words 
of reply. Living as we do under the 
•ame government, and above all profes- 
ting the same hnly and uniting principle, 
we are inclined at this time to oommend 
oar IHends of the sister nation, ro the 
eootinaed cordial remembrance of their 
Krethren on this side the channel. 

NoWf dearffiendst we would mention 
mm tul^eet wkkh at this time has been 
under our notice^ a caution to all^ to 
sue moderntion in their manner cf living ; 
0$d m thii way to seek relief from the 
imcrtaung expence of the times in which 
me Hvet rather than by engaging in more 
ojetensite^ and often hazardous schemes 
in trade. By these latter means the 
mind becomes encumbered^ and un- 
fitted for religious service, yea olten for 
religions thought, and for breathmg 
daily after the spiritual riches, which 
are to be enjoyeo in close commtroioit 
with God. And let us beseech you to 
consider how distant firom the state 
which endeavours to stand resigned to 
^ive up all, if re()uired, is that sute which 
indulges itself in ease to the full extent 
of its power, or is endeavouring by mul- 
tiplied adventures in trade, to acquire 
that power, which it covets for the pur- 
pose of worldly enjoyment. We believe, 
however, and we are glad in believing, 
that there are numbers who act upon 
sounder principles than these ; who know- 
ing, as saith the Apostle, that '* l he fashion 
of this world passeth away,** are really 
desirous of using ** this world as not abu- 
sing it.'' These, we would encourage to 
bold on in the way cast up before them, 
trusting in the Lord, who hath declared 
that all tilings necessary will begiven-to 
those who seek first his kingdom. Thus 
trusting, and endeavouring to apply to 
him in secret supplication, in the diffi- 
culties that must in a state of probation 
be the lot of all, we m^ humbly hope 
that, in our several proportions, we 
shall *' grow in the truth" individcially ; 
and thar, coming up m our allotments in 
the church militant, i Air various meetings 
will also, whether more or less as ta num- 
ber, experience among them a ** growth 
in the truth.'' 

But, dea^ friends, there it one attaio- 
' meot wbich^ at this time, we are ear- 



nest to remind you of; an attainment 
without which, no other gift can he per- 
manent and certain. We want to press 
on you the never ceasing duty of humi- 
lity and lowliness of mind. Even our 
blessed Lord declared himself to be 
** meek and lowly in heart ;'' and can 
any one, expecting salvation by him, be 
exempt from the need of pussessiug the 
same holy temper ? However great the 
talen|s with which he may have en- 
dowed us by natufe, or however he 
may replenish our souls with the more 
excellent gifts of his Holy Spirit, still 
we have nothing which we have not re- 
ceived ; and we can have no sound rea- 
son for setting at nought the least of 
our brethren — tor whom let us remem* 
ber, equally as for ub, Christ died. Le| 
OS thifu, dear friends, be willing to exa- 
mine ourselves, and know whether we 
are indeed humble followers uf a lowly- 
minded, though omnipotent Saviour. If 
we feel a deficiency of humility, let us 
pray for an increase, and for assistance 
to check the springings up of its dread* 
ful opposite, pride ; and if we are not 
without some ground vf hope that we 
are endowed, in good degree, with an 
bumble heart, we shall certainly be en- 
couraged still to supplicate for its con- 
tinuance. Finally, dear friends, whe- 
ther, with the beloved disciple, we ad- 
dress you as fathers, or as voung men ; 
whether, without regard of sex or sta- 
tion, our love in Chnst now salutes the 
aged or the rising generation ; remem-> 
ber, that it is ** the meek whom thft 
]U»rd will teach his w:iy;" and thua 
taught, and receiving with unreserving 
heart, the holy doctriue, " Grace anj 
peace," will be multiplied, ** from Oorl 
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Chri*t.'^ 
Signed in and on behalf of the 

Meeting, by * 

John WitKiKSOK, 
Clerk to the Meeting this year. 
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEBDINGS. 

Parliamefiiary /ff/<^rm.— This most important measure, iuvolviog 
in it not only the welfare bat the existence of the Britbh constituf 
tion, after an interval of many years^ has )[>een in the last and pre- 
ceding session, brought before the house of Commons; and we 
earnestly hope that no session will be suffered to close in future, 
without its being forced on the attention of that honourable house. 
It is true, and much to be deplored, that the motions of Sir Fran- 
cis BaRDBTT, and Mr. Brand have been negatived by large ma« 
jorifies : a circumstance, however, which so far from discouraging 
ought to animate the friends of the measure both in and out of the 
house to still greater exertions. The more frequently the subject 
h diecassed, the more striking is the evidence produced, to prove 
to the impartial, the reflecting, and the honest part of the people, 
(he absolute necessity of Parliamentary Reform, and the awful 
responsi b ility, which rests on the heads of our senators, and our 
mlers, who so obstinately persevere in upholding a system of cor- 
ruptions the most gross, of abuses the most flagrant, and which 
persisted in, will most assuredly involve church and state, the 
whole body politic in utter destruction ! 

It is not oyr intention to enter on a comparison of the plans 
which have been introduced by the two gentlemen who have in the 
cause of Reform so honourably distinguished themselves. Both 
t^ree in one most essential point — the necessity of restoring that 
part of the constitution of which the people were robbed by the 
Septennial act* — We are happy to find that there is an union of sen- 
timent on this pohit amongst the friends of Reform ; and we trust 
that union will not be disturbed by any ill-timed speculations about 
Annual parliaments^ Surely every prudential Reformer must see 
the necessity of first restoring that privilege which was confirmed 
and ratified at the Revolution, and that the transition from Sep- 
tennial to Triennial elections will be mnch preferable to one of a 
oatare merely speculative, and of which the people for several ten- 
furies past have had so little experience. 

M VOL.VIII. 
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There is one point, however, in Mr. Brand's plan so unjasf ia 
its principle, and so injurious in its consequences, that we cannot 
but express our surprise that be should have, for a moment, bar- 
boured the idea, and much more that he should venture to intro- 
duce it to the consideration of the legislature in a phin of Reform* 
We allude to the proposal of a pecuniary compensation to those 
grand robbers of our rights, and corruptors^of our morals, those 
chief enemies of the liberty and happiness of the nation — ^Borough- 
MONGERS. A proposal somewhat of a similar nature was not long 
smce suggested to the house of Commons on belrnlf of another set of 
honesty and honourabie gentlemen, the dealers in the flesh and blood 
of our fellow creatures, which proposal met with the contempt and 
reprobation it so justly merited. Some of the observations which 
Mr. Brougham made lu his late admirable speech, on the attempt 
made by certain Liverpool wretches to revive the infernal trafUc 
will be found not very inapplicable to the subject before us. ** The 
•* Slave traders," he observed, " were not only like other smugglers 
** employed in the violation of law, but were engaged in the pursuit 
" of crimes. ... He could conceive some palliations for murder, 
*< for piracy, for common robbery, &c. Revenge might perha|» 
*' be palliated, and the boldness with which the pirate and tlie rob* 
*' ber exposed themselves, threw a sort of gloss over their crimes : 
<* but these suborners of murder employed others as bad as tbcni^ 
*' selves, except that they were not so cowardly. They ought no 
" longer to be called traders, but Liverpool suborners of piracy and 
«* assassination." — So with respect to Boroughmongers, the whole 
system of buying and selling seats and votes, of engaging gentlemen 
elected as members to vote on all occasions as their patrons shall 
direct, or resign their seats ; — the whole of thb corrupt system is 
so coutrary to every principle of equity, to the letter and spirit of 
the constitution, and the laws of the land, that these " smugglers" of 
the Rights of the people — these " suckers of the best blood of the 
" house of Commons," (as they were justly described by Mr.. 
Whitbr^ead) are obliged to engage in " their pursuit of crimes'* in 
a manner equally sneaking and cowardly . Although it must be con- 
fessed they have lately shewn greater courage than usual, and we may 
add, than has been discovered by any other body of** violators of 
" our laws," who have hitherto had too much modesty to plead 
'* the frequent committal of tlie oft'ence as an excuse for its enor. 
*' mity." Such a plea as this was reserved for the honourable fra« 
ternity of boroughmongers : yet even this ^lass of national criminals 
dared not meet the public eye, and therefore refused to submit the 
conduct of some of their fraternity, who were openly charged with 
** viqflating the laws,*' to the examination of the representutivc body. 
Attd are these the men, truly, for \vhot& tbe nation is to beadditioo* 
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«l^ plundered? Mr. WmiTbrkad wc are happy to perceive de- 
clared ** his decided " aversion to any coni[>ensation being made to 
^ the holders of boroughs ;" adding, " there was not a feature of 
'' right connected with such a principle. The thing here was dif* 
•ferent from that of Ireland, where compensations were made, 
•• There it was admitted by the right hon. gentleman who was now 
•* at the head of its exchequer, that every thing connected with thi 

• Uman was bought!"- -If this admonition from Mr. Brand's ho- 
fiourable friend shouhl not induce him in ^future to abstain from 
•gain blemishing his plan of Reform^ by offering a compensation for 
criminality, we hope he will attend to the observations of a states* 
n^n whose memory he holds in the utmost respect and veneration. 
This odious principle of compensation to state criminals was pro* 
posed upwards of twenty years since by that most consummate hy- 
pocrite William Pitt, when, to save appearances, and before 
he had lost all sense of shame,'in the early part of his administration, 
be brought forward his plan of Reform. He then proposed robbing 
the nation of a million of money for the purpose of filling the pock* 
ets of the boroughmongers. On which Mr. Fox remarked, that 
** be would never consent to admit the purchasing from a part of 
" the electors the property of the whole. In this he saw so much 
" injuslice, and so much repugnance to the true spirit of our con^ 

* stitution that he could not entertain the idea for a moment."— 
As the bouse of Commons seem determined not to permit any plan 
of Reform to go to a committee, there is the less occasion for ap* 
prefaenstoQ on this subject ; but could we suppose there were any 
danger of such a proposal as the votii^g of millions to boroughmon- 
gers by way of compensation for their surrendering those rights of 
which the people have been so long robbed, receiving the sanction 
of a committee of the house of Commons, we should hope that the 
table of the house would be covered with petitions against such an 
act of national degradation being suffered to pass into a law. 

Mr. Brand's motion, not deemed worthy the attention of more 
than one half of the house pf Commons, and rejected by a majority 
fff two to one, was violently opposed by some, and lukewarmly, if 
not iofincerely supported by others. Mr. Canning in particular. 
Dot content with urging the usual pretences in favour of corruption 
and depravity, proceeded to pour forth a torrent of the most un- 
warrantable, and contemptible abuse against those who have dis- 
tinguished themselves as the friends of Parliamentary Reform, term* 
ing tbem ** a party, who pretending Reform, were seeking anarchy, 
** the object of whose views was, not the improvement but the de- 
*• fttmction of the house of Commons—ii vain, contemptible, degi-a- 
" ded treip, who magnified themselves into the nation, and dimi. 
** IBshed the oation'^into a faction ; who were too weak to be re- 
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** spected, too despicable to be feared . ... He 8au no neeessi^ 
^'far ANY reform ; the house of Commons was all that the ho* 
•• nestly patriotic could dseire it /" We hope that the scurrility 
of this scholar of Pitt, and who like his master cares Dot how* 
ever outrageously he violates the laws of God and his country, of 
this cabinet duellist, will not soon be forgotten ; and that the 
author of these foul slanders will one day receive the proper 
reward of his services. Mr. Brand very properly remarked in his 
reply to the opposers of his motion, — " That not a single argu« 
^ ment, or shadow of an argument had been adduced lb controvert 
** the position on which his motion rested, namely, that the hous9 
" was NOT the representative of the people of England,*' 

Of the hundred and fifteen votes which were given for Mr« 
Brand's motion, some we are persuaded would not have been given, 
bad there been any probability of the question being carried. Mr. 
TiEENBY in the preceding session, declared himself unfriendly 
to the proposed reform, because, " he did not perceive that the 
•« people were smcerely desirous of it." No one however, has ex- 
pressed greater contempt for popular opinion than the right boa. gen- 
tleman. Mr. PoNSONBY and some others of the Grbnville and 
Grey factions, and to whom may be added their scholars and parti- 
sans, the Edinburgh Reviewers, confess that a reform of parliament 
is necessary, " because the house of Commons has sanctioned the 
•* conduct oi the authors of the Walcheren expedition ; and haa 
" continued to repose its confidence in the present ministers." It 
is very easy to perceive how long these gentlemen will be friends to 
some sort of a reform, — just so long as the present ministers are io 
office, and no longer. The men who waited for the evidence ari- 
sing from the Walcheren Expedition to convince them of the< neces- 
sity of reform cannot be sincere friends to the measure* They 
merely want a change of ministers ; and then, by their own confes- 
sion, the general system acted upon for this half century past wil| 
do very well. 

In the list of those who voted for Mr. Brand's motion, we per* 
ceive the name of Mr. Wilbebforce; but it since appears he ^ 
gave his vote, not \iithout doubts and fears, lest the motion should 
be carried, or be attended with the most direful consequences ! 
A few days after the hon. gentleman had given that vote, « he rose 
«• for the purpose of performing a duty, which, notwithstanding lii^ 
" continued indisposition he was proud to discbarge. He derived 
♦* great pleasure froin presenting a petition," which proved to be 
from the ministerial party at Sheffield, the purport of which was 
*' to disavow all connection with the persons who had carried a 
♦• petition io favour of parliamentary reform, which petition the 
f* house had rejected/' fJi^ counter petitioners " }>laced their confix 
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' * 4enee in the wUdom and jmHee oftkehauBe of Cowmumi, eon*' 
** tinced that it would take the proper means of ^ecting 9ueh an 
*' eeonamieal and parliamentary refqmutium, as to them would 
^ seem fit and proper." Mr. WUberforce, in rising to move that 
tiie counter petition sboukl lie on the (able, *' took the opportunity 
" of observing, that the house must feel the propriety of its course^ 
" tohen it called forth such concurrence from the puhUe as was 
^ expressed in the petition just presented. He entered into a 
** pan^yric upon the many and great bleanogs which the peopk 
^ of this coimtry enjoyed^ by that constitution which was th* 
^object of admiration with iii/ nations** How comet it to pass, 
we may just aik by the way, that not one of all these admiring 
nations have, amidst the various opportunities that h«^ occuned 
m this revolutionary age, ever fhonght of adopting thb most 
blessed constitution 1 If however, they have attended to the 
administration of it for many years past, tlieir discovering so little 
partiality for. the Britisli constitution need not excite- any great 
surprise. Mr. W. proceeded — •* With respect to parliamentary 
** reform, he, who was a moderate reformer, preferred a time of 
" eoalmese rather than one of public heat for the discussion of thai 
** great question, because the greater danger was, lest the house 
** should go too far, rather than not far enough, in following up 
** suck a principle." 

Mr. Wilberforce has his fears that our very virtuous and patriotic 
boose of Commons, may^ in its zeal for reform, go too fori 
hurely such friends to reform do the cause more harm tbamiis 
open enemies. But what can be expected from a senator v^ies^ 
political life has exhibited one continued tissue of ioconsistenci^ tfiid 
footradictious ; who, whilst making high professions of christianitfi 
has been tiie zealous defender of th^ worst actions of all administra- 
liom ; who in his writings shar)>ty rebukes the christian world for 
its ti^lect and dbregard of evangelical Christianity, and in the 
senate has approved of that unjust, ihat^i^ked, that diabolical 
project, in which every principle of piety, of morality, and even of 
that common honesty dictated by the light of nature, were totally 
dbregarded, and set at complete defiance — the Copenhagen expe* 
dition S What are the opinions of- this evangelical weathercock, is 
a question, in itself considered, of little consequence; but it is ear* 
nestly to be wished, that the religious world in general, and hit 
constituents in particular, would open their eyes, and no longer 
imagine mere professions to be the test of either patriotism or chris- 
ti&nily. The inhabitants of Sheffield have lately*at a meeting coik 
ii&ting of upwards of seven thousand persons, unaiiimously resolved, 
that Lord Milton, *' by his conduct on the motion of Mr. Madocks 
' feq)ectin; Mr, f^rcf val and Lord Castlereagli's tratlicking for 
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^ mis— by his Tott 8g»fpst the liberatioii of Mr. Gale Jones — and 
** wn9Tt partkularl; by his vote and speech on Mr. Brand's motion 
** for Reform, has insulted tke people of England, and rendered ^ 
** himself unworthy of the eonMence of bis constituents." — ^Tbis reso* 
ItttiMi was very proper ; but we know not why Lord Milton should be 
HBgkd out for censure* Mr. Wilberforce, it is acknowledged, has 
ir«ted soBBewhal diftiently from his colleague; but in general he has 
baan a firm supporter of the Pitt and Pebcbval administrations; 
mtd as lo his kmgutge and conduct on the subject of Reform m 
fneral^ and o< Parliamentary Reform in particular, whether it does 
sol display something of Jesuitism, or hypocrisy, or of both united, 
fo a question <)eserving the most serious consideration of the free* 
bolders of Yorkshire. 

The opposers of Parliamentary Reform, amongst other ridicirfona 
pietences, have held up the example of America as a warning 
against the measure. Free^ equal, and frequent representation, wa 
have been told by Lord Sei^irk, and his hingnage has been fre- 
quently repeated in the house of Commons, ** has there been tried^ 
^ and failed.*' To this Mir. Whitbread replied, '< that reform had 
- BOl failed in America^ because it had not been tried : there it was 
^ creation and not reform that had taken place.*' The hon. gentle* 
man then held up to the house an awful admonition ** arising from 
^ an inquiry into the causes which forced upon America the necessity 
** of that creation. All the evib which accojmpanied that unnatural 
^ contest, all the calamitous consequences which first tore America 
*^ftom England, and scattered the seeds of future desobtiona 
•• ihroiigbottt the whole earthy might have been avoided, if the 
** Britisii hottse of Commons had been reformed.^' The hon. gen- 
denas quoted the opinion of Mr. Pitt, to strengthen- his own^ 
who lemmkcd— " That to the corrupt constitution of the parlia* 
«* mcwt, was fo be attributed the alienation of the colonies, — the 
** disgrace of the parent country .'' Mr. Whitbread very justly 
added, that " the plan of representation in America, so far from 
** baviug failed, had far exceeded the extent of human hope," and 
for the truth of bis assertion, he appealed to the general state of 
the country. But the more completely to refute, and we may add^ 
confound the authors of such a pretence, we may safely afiirm, that 
there is no country under heaven in which the political, civil, and 
reli|:ious rights of men are so well understood and 'practised 
as in America; and what is an additional advantage — these inesti- 
mable blessings are enjoyed at a very cheap rate. The plan of 
representation, ah hough it may be stamped with that imperfection 
which is suie to characterise every work of mere human contrivance, 
js universally acknowledged to be much superior in its theory to 
any hitherto adopted by any other state. What is it in practice I 
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Dader it the people have enjoyed that prime Ueasing HBLiGiors 
LIBERTY, unshackled by those fetters and restraints vhich iax^ 
disgracedi. in differeol degrees, every other coonlry under heavem 
In America there are no profane, ab<Hninable test8» depriving; men 
of their just rights, excluding the conscientious from civil office^ 
and making many who comply with the terms required, hypocrites : 
— laws which are odious in* the eye of God, and of every consisleat 
friend to religion and morality. In America, the catholic, the epiioo* 
palian, the presbyteriao, the independent, the baptist, the quaber^ 
men of all sects equally enjoy the rights and distmctioas of citiMMN 
of a free country, and are all equally eligible to civil offices of every 
description, America is not di^raced by that which has in all 
other christian countries been the grand corrupter ^of ckrtscianky 

•—A CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT OF RBLIOIOK, every MC of whkh 

establishments must by the brightness nf the comng of that Sove- 
reign, the great head of the christian church, whose sole rights aad 
prerogatives they have so iong and so impiously usurped, be totally 
destroyed. — America having no such establishment, all sects nm 
there on an equality : no one having any temptation from the dvll 
magistrate to domineer over the other, all are peaceable, and per- 
secution with her horrid train of disqualifications, £nes, impri- 
sonment, and sufferings innumerable for conscience sake, are ba* 
nifthed from that land of religious freedom. Let our senators 
compare America iu this important respect with Britain, and mere 
particularly with Ireland, and then repeat their exi:lamatiou — ^ The 
** experiment has failed I 

The economical nature of the American government b another 
proof how completely the plan of free, equal and frequent repreaeo- 
talion has succeeded. It has been proved, that the whole expence 
of the government of the United States, in all its branches, does 
not exceed that of the first executive magistrate, the SovcMiga of 
Britain. It scarcely need be added, that sinecures of ^ twenty thou* 
** sand a year" are there unknown ; the instances are indeed very 
rare, of a man having a pension without having rendered those 
services to his country which constitute such a remuneration the 
^nyment of a just debt rather than an unmerited favour. Let our 
senators compare the expences of the American government with 
that of the British ; let them compare the plain, simple and deaf 
statements made by the executive government of the states with the 
fallacious and intricate annual budgets of tlie Chancellor of the 
British exchequer, together with the voli^ninous reports presented 
to the house of Commons, session aAer session, on the subject^of 
abuses in every department of government, and enforcing the afa«o« 
lute necessity of economy to the welfare and to the safety of the 
state; — ^let them observe the very little attention paid to these vt«^ 
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ports, and tben r^at tltei^ cuckoo aof?—'* Tb€ filaB of equal re^- 
^ presentation in America has failed l" 

There is one niore striking diaracteristic of the American govern- 
ilnent»and we most ardently wish it may beserionsly considered, not 
only by our senators, but by oar countrymen at large, namely ita 

PBACEABLE NATUBB AND DISPOSITION. 

America has for these thirty years past preserved herself pure 
horn those crimes and horrors which have durinj^ the greater part 
of that period disgraced Europe in general, and Britain in particu* 
lar — the crimes and horrors of wae. The two great rival empires, 
Britain and France— one the tyrant of the Ocean, the other the 
tyrant of the Continent, not content with making Europe and Asia 
the theatres of their injustice, oppression and cruelty, have endea* 
vonred each in their turn to kindle the flames of war in America : 
both have at various periods first endeavoured to cajole, and after* 
wards have grossly insulted her ; and yet the wisdom of the Ameri- 
can government has avoided the snares laid at one period, and re* 
pelled the outrages committed at another. Whilst war with all its 
enormities, has been madly and unnecessarily rushed into by other 
countries^ it has been by the United States most carefully avoid- 
cd. It seems as if the American government were to be the means 
of restoring the two hostile powers of Europe, in some measure at 
least, to their senses* France has conditionally repealed her unjnst 
commercial decrees, and if Britain docs not annul her impolitic 
orders of council, and soften her arbitrary system of blockade, which 
latter measure stamps her the aggressor in this dispute, and should 
America be driven to accept the courted alliance of France, — 
where the blame will rest it will be no diflicult point to determine. 
The representative government o( America has preserved to the 
states the inestimable blessings of peace ! Will any man either in 
the bouse of Commons or oot of it expose his weakness by repeating 
— « The experimei^ has felled !" 

There is however one sense in which the experiment of a repre- 
sentative [government may be said to bsLve failed. Those gentle- 
men who are attached to a system of corruptions and abuses, who 
are the interested and inveterate enemies of reform, had, no doubt, 
their hopes and expectations that the government of America 
miglit in due time become like certain regular governments of 
Europe, fruitful in sinecures and pensions, and that her legislative 
bodies, would at the nod of every cabinet minister of the day, 
engage in war, and plunge the states in debts and taxes : but as a 
system directly opposite has been invariably pursued, and as a 
government whose characteristics are, equality of rights, civil and 
rel^ious, economy and peace, exhibits a striking contrast, and may 
be considered as a standing reproof to governments of a differrnt 
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^€SctiptioD^ which arc however extolled as the *'eftvy and ad* 
" miratioii of the world/' or at least of the world of priests^ peo* 
noners, and sinecure holders^ It need not occasion surprise if their 
hopes and expectations being disappointed^ and their fears, bein|^ 
excited, lest the people in different countries should carefully mark 
the contrast, they should excla^fn in perturbation and anguish of 
inind — *'The experiment has failed .'^ — Our countrymen we ear- 
nestly hope will however, from contemplating the comj^lete sue* 
cess which has followed the formation of a free representative bo^y 
in America, be more and more convinced of the utility, yea we 
win add the necessity of our enjoying a similar blessing in Britain. 

Several honourable gentlemen voted againitt Mr. Brand's motion 
tinder the pretence, ** that it was not sufficiently specific/' and they 
professed to be, like Mr. Wilberforce, greatly alarmed, should the 
house go into a coiifimittee, lest some ** rash innovator should pro- 
*' pose measures which might be dangerous to the constitution ;^ on 
which Sir J. Newport remarked — " That he perceived gentlemen 
** had no objection to those innovations which had for their object 
*• to narrow the rights of the people /' anxl the hon. baronet ad- 
duced several instances in which the house '' had narrowed, and 
** voted away popular rights." But is it possible that the above 
pretence could be urged with siicerity ? Should any person in a 
committee bring forward a proposition dangerous or even improper^ 
is the committee obliged to adopt it 1 Must not every one of their 
propositions be again debated in both bouses of parliament, and 
before it becomes the law of the land, receive the sanction of Ring^ 
Lords, and Commons 2 It is impossible that any law of impor- 
tance to the welfare of the state should be adopted without first 
being discussed in a committee, and if one law demands more 
solemn discufsion than another, it b that^hich affects the repre- 
sentation of the country. It is in a comftiittee that evidence'should 
be brought forward to substantiate the assertions of those who have 
offered to prove the gross inequalities, so long the subject of com- 
plaint. The house of Commons will then be better able to judge 
of the subject, and, when the examination is closed, let gentle- 
men with firmness rep^t to the house, and to the world, the 
assertion of one of its members, that — *' As to the idea of seats 
•* bein^ bought and sold, it was not true, in any great degree /"• 
and declare with that other famous senator who has been so anxious 
in early life to enlist in the foremost ranks of the armies of corruption 
— <' That the house, as at present constituted is a fair general 
" representation of the people— that the motion for a reform of 

♦ Mr. Giddy's Speech, Pol. Rev. for July, p. 14. 
X VOL. VIII. 
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" parUameDt, wts^not called for.—tbat it wias not necessary, and 
** that it was not practicable !"^ 

Mr. Brand we are glad to find, has pledged himself to the house 
of Commdns and to the public, that " whatever might be the fate 
*' of his motion, he should feel it his duty to bring the subject 
** forward again and again/' The hon. gentleman at the same time 
hinted, ** that there were certain parts of the plan he had detailed 
'* to the house, which he meant to propose in distinct bills, early in 
'Mhe ne&t sessions.** With the exception of the clause offering a 
bribe to the bocough-mongers, which we trust will be for ever 
abandoned by the hon. gentleman, every other part of his plan 
will certainly tend to improve the state of our representation ; but 
we hope be will carefully consider the plan proposed in the prece* 
ding session by Sir Francis Burdett, some parts of which, he per- 
haps may, on reflection, deem more eligible : but after all we cannot 
but be of opinion, that the motion " for the house to form itself 
'* into a committee to enquire Into the state of the representation,** 
will be found the least objectionable : we cannot believe that any 
honest man can possibly discover any danger in the adoption of 
such a measure. That cause must be desperate which will not 
bear inquiry; and tbe member who will persist in his opposition to an 
inquiry by a committee of the whole house, under the pretence 
that some individual may propose something objectionable, must 
le a very weak man, or something still worsjP. There is however, 
one point which may without delay be made the subject of a dis- 
tinct bill, and we hope Mr. Brand will attend to it early in the 
sessian ; we mean that which relates to the duration of parliaments. 
Triennial parliaments cannot be termed an innovation: no! the 
Septennial Act was a most gross innovation, which it is very much 
to be regretted our ancestors so quietly submitted to. All the 
common place, hypocritical cant about *' the danger of new fangled 
** and untried schemes,^ cannot be urged on such a topic. We 
have had in fact during the present reign, several triennial parlia- 
ments, and during the present administration, we have had one 
parliament whose duration was little more than three months ; and 
yet we heard of no dreadful consequences resulting therefrom; 
tbe oo|f detriment to the public has arisen from the suddenness of 
the dimlution of parliament, and from the minister planning his 
electioneering schemes unknown to the people, so that they were 
taken unawares, without having suflicient time to examine tht 
pretensions or characters of the different candidates for their 
suffrages. Can any man therefore have the effrontery to declare, 
that the people by knowing the fi^ed period of a general electios 

* Lonl Milton's Speech, PoL Rev. for July, p. 16. 

I 
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wtll be the less prepared for the choice of their repres^nfhftfes? 
On the contrary ks they will not be taken by surprise, it will be 
entirely tbeir own fanlt if they do not make i proper choice* 

Shortening the duration of parliaments must of necessity produce 
a most essential reformation. Our boroughmoiigers would iinnie- 
diately begin their calculations, and it requires oo graat penetnrtioirt 
to discover, that a seat for seven years could not fetch siich a price 
as a seat only for three years. Many of the disorders, and iniquities 
attending ao election for the longer term, inust of course cease ; 
for Hithough the shortening of the term would not change the de« 
pravtrd habit of a seat-buyer, or a seat-seller, yet it may prevent 
these willing slaves of corruption from making their usual exerttonsy 
and running the usual ri^k ; although it is not impossible that those 
who have found a seven years seat so profitable, will feel some in- 
clination to seek for a compensation whei^ the f ao«I teitf of a bo« 
rough is worth only three, instead of seven years purchase. To 
which we may add, that such a measure may form some criterion 
by which may be judged the sincerity of those who style tbemselvea 
^ moderate Reformers/' Such a motion brought forward in the 
house of peers will bring Lord Grenville and hb '* noble .friend" 
Lord Grey, and in the house of Commons the members of their 
party, to the test. Should Lord Grenville persist in his dechired 
opposition to Triennial parliaments; should Lord Grrey express ** bis 
** entire concurrence with the sentiments of his noble friend" — 
Should Messrs. Ponsonby, Tierney, Grattan, &c. fellow the exam- 
pie of their head, no one could possibly form an erroneous opinion 
of the character of these reputed whigs, nor would they by all 
their professions ever again be able to delude the public. 

Our readers will we trust excuse us for dwelling so long on this 
important subject, more especially as it is, in all probability, the last 
time we shall have to notice a similar debate ; the commencement 
of a new session not taking place in the usual course before the. 
close of the present volume of our Review, which will close our 
political labours. 

Additional Grant to the Clergy. — ^Just before the close of the 
session the bill for granting the clergy an additional 100,0001. passed 
the two houses. Although an inquiry into the state and appropria- 
tion of the church revenues was forcibly urged on both houses, on 
the just grounds that — *' If a fair valuation oi our ecclesiastical 
" revenues were now made, there would be no want of (means to 
** augment the poorer livings without burdening the pepple ;" and 
« that the church being already sufficiently endowed, Parliament 
*' had NO RIGHT to create a new fund out of taxation," — ^notwith- 
standing these and many other unanswerable arguments to prove 
the justice and the necessity of inqi|iry, they were of no avail* Mr, 
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PsacBVAL and Lord Harbohtbt both deprecated the adeptm 
ef any tneasure wbich might tend to ** kvd the condita^ii of the 
*' higher ckirgy with tliat of the inferior ranks ;" a«d fto willing 
were our ** guardians of the public pune" to add to our burdentf^ 
aad to squander lOO^OOOl. that the money was voted in both houses 
frithout a dilation I 

Some pcraoas may be mdined on this occasion to charge our se- 
nators with being completely priett-ritidM; but whatever may be 
Slid of snch gentlemen as Mr. Wiberfore e» and those of his classy 
we rather imagine .the term as applied to the great minority is not 
correct There art few people who neglect the duties of religion in 
their families and in puhliG» Of who in reality despise the body of 
the clergy, more than the upper ranks of society i they are pretty 
well acquainted with the real character of the reverend fcnteniily« 
and they deem them useful toob to be emfrfeyed by each succeed- 
ing cabtnet.-r«*.Xlieb principles are known to be peculiarly accommo* 
dkling, even to rulers of diierent and opposite principles : the hit? 
tory of this country abounds with examples of the clergy at one tiro^ 
^alously supporting the doctrines of passive obedience and non-re» 
sistance, and at another the prineiples of the Revolution* The fkm 
mous Vkar ef Br^ may indeed be considered as the fair repre* 
aentative of the estabUshed clergy of every age and country* Con-* 
sidering the reverend body in this point of view, our statesmen duly 
appreciate their vakie, and deem them^ in their way* useful allies. 
This ftiHy accounts for the admiration expressed of our |itfrf and 
&p08iid\o church establishment, (we sqppose the " envy of all othei 
churches") the constant panegyrics on the superexcellency of the 
ALLIANCE between chcrch and state, and the dread lest ai^, 
measure tending to the equalisation of the clergy, and to render the 
higher classes less servile to the minister of tlie day, and the inferior 
classes less dependent on, and of course 4e8s servile to their dignified, 
right reverend lordships, mod fathers in God, should ever engage 
fhe serious attention of the legislature.* 

Notwitjistanding, however, the determination of our statesimn to 
reject all inquiry, and tliqs plainly to intimate that matters are too 
bad for inquiry, and however they may wish the people at large to 
<:ontimie bUod and priest-ridden, they find it impossible to prevent 

* The following paragrspb which lately appeared in the public papers, 
suggested, no doubt, a powerful argupient lo prove thai all inquiry respect*, 
sag the inequality of living would be very improper \ 

** The valuable rectory of Doddington, in tjie Isle of Ely, is vacant. Ii 
** has the great aud small tythes of S6,000 acres of the richest land in tha^ 
^ Isle, aqd the value ii estimated at 60001. per annum. Sir H. Peyton is 
f' the patron of it, and the Rev. Mr. Peyton, hi$ brother^ is ^Atmt to tfh9 
f* ffi^tf ordpn^ ¥^h9^ the pres^tiitioq to u will fm in hufavq^f 
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flone verj strioits ttwlhsto escape which are well calculated to inak# 
people think a little on so important a subject. The speech of Mi^ 
Fercevsl in partiettlar contanis sdme curious particulars which admi- 
tMy demonstrate the sincerity of the professions of these grand 
supporters of our faiw8» and of the interests of ** religion and social 
•• order." 

Mr. Perceval observed that — ^ Om of the mod impoHan$ ohjeoto 
^ of any fMMUpe relating to the ohurch^ wa$ tmdaubtedl^ t^ prO' 
** mate the reoidmce of the ckrgff. It appeared from the returns 
** for 1607'8, that theve were 11,731 benefices ; of these about 
^ 584 w«re dignities. The residents are stated to be 4,413 ; the 
•* aoo-resident^y according to the dtfierent classes in tha abstract, 
<* about 0,100; aad» he understood, there were about 650, who 
** were also non residents, for various reasons not included in tha 
^ absttact. At first sight therefore the non-residents bore to the 
^ residents a proportion of not much less than thre^ to two; 
** but amongst those who were stated as non-resident were a large 
" number who resided in the parish, though not in the pai^nage, 
^ and a still farther number who resided in the neighbouring 
** parishes, and did the duty of their own. Making, howener, 
^^ every oUowance for theses and for other deduetione where no 
«* DUTY and NO residence are required^ from the number of 
•• the non-i'esidefit^, there must $titl be considerably more than 
•• oKe HAhr of the parishes in the kingdom upon which the in^ 
•• cnmbent neither legally nor virtually resided," 

On such a representation of our ecclesiastical establishment, one 
inig^t have thought it impossible for even the great ** no popeiy** 
grbampion of the church, Mr. Perceval himself to have had tha 
hardihood to propose an additional grant of 100,0001. to this body 
i>f reverend violators of the laws of God, and of their country, 
without first taking measures, as all sense of the duty they owe to 
the great head of the church, and of the importance of the souls of 
those who feed, cloatfT, and enable so many of them to live in idle? 
ness and luxury, seems banished from their minds, — to compe| 
them to do their duty. The only way of accounting for the con** 
duct of ministers on this occasion is, that they consider the clergy 
as a set of politicians rather than divines ; and however important 
Mr. Pereeval mdy deem the '^ object of promoting the residence of 
f' the clergy," hisconduct plainly demonstrates that he thought bribing 
his derical allies of still greater importance : this consideration may 
likewise aci^unt for that shameful violation of justice, the act 
passed a few years since to stop all prosecutions of the clergy for 
non-residence. It is scarcely to be imagined that any other body 
would have had the efirontery ,to have come to parliament wi(|i 
i^ph 9 ckiioi ; and no donbt qip be eQtertaiued that if they (iad| 
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the claim would have been refused with the coDtcmpt and indigiia*' 
tion it so justly deserved. 

Bisliop BurDett, complained that in hb day '' noo«4iesidenoe was 
"- the pecnliar scandal of the clergy of the church of England ;*' 
matters since that time have ^ become much worse. — When wc find 
this and other abuses equally enormous, obstmately persiatad m, 
and that no consideration of the duty they owe to God or iheiit 
countfy can awaken ecclesiattics to a sense of sfaame» or indnoe the 
higher orders to set about the work of radically refomnog the 
church, — to those who are not regardless of the sigfu oftMe tmto^ 
the bhu:k mark of God's reprobation on the established church of 
Enghmd must appear most visible; and they must unavoidably 
draw the awful inference, that she is doomed to experience the fiita of 
her sister anti-christtan churches on the continent. The ouly hope 
of her reformation and salvation must spring from the laity, for the 
great body of the clergy are, it is to be feared, so sunk in the le* 
thargy of irreligion, that nothing can awaken them but the ooumd 
of the hit trumpet.* 

The increased number of licenses for places of dissenting worship 
appear to have given great alarm to some of our senators, Thej 
should however recollect, that this is a Atvourable sign, as it afibrds 

* The r«>l]owiiig curious apology was some time since made for the Qon-» 
residence of one of tlie derj^ who classrs with those called, or rather 
mis-called evangelical, by the editor of a paper whose zeal for religiam 
and corrtiption, and for God and mammon appears to be about equally 
divided. 

** We are happy to hear that the inhabitants of Fulharo are still to have 
^ the benefit of the services of the Rev. Mr. Owen, as that gentleman has 
'* appointed a curate to the living of Pagglesham, with which he was lately 
'* presented by (the bishop ^of London.'*--^That is in plain language, the 
Rev. non-resident had disposed of his new flock to a journeyman sbep« 
herd, at the same time taking care of the fleece for liimself. It is « to be 
wished tliat our evangelical pluralists would attend to the admonition of 
Bishop Burnet, whose biographer states as follows : — *' In his first visita- 
•< tiun tlie bishop urged the authority of St. Bernard, who being consulted 
*' by one of his followers, whether he might not accept of two benefices, 
*' replied— ^Jn<f how zcill you he able to serve them both f I intend ao- 
** swered the priest) to officiate in one of them by a deputy, Wiil your de* 
^ pvty be damned Jar you (cried the saint)? Believe me, you may Berveyour 
^ cure by proxy, but you must be damned in person P* The biographer 
adds — '* The above expression so affected Mr. Kefsey, a pious And woithy 
** clergyman, who was present, that he immediately resigned the rectory 
** of Bemerton, worth SOOl. a year, which he then held with one of greater 
« value.'* 

Our readers will carefully note, that this instance of extraordinary piety 
occui'red iu the century before last. We have never heard of such an old* 
fashioned clergyman from that time to the preseou 
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evidence of th^ iocreaie of those wlfo think religion a matter of 
personal concern. The various classes of the dissenters are not a 
burden to their brethren of the establishment : they do not meanly 
apply to pariiaroebt to pay their ministers or stipport their churches 
out of the pockets of an oppressed, impoverished, and sinking 
nition. To balance the increased number of dissenting meetings, 
it is hinted that a large number of churches should be built, at the 
tiationiil expence ; a measure equally useless, extravagant and un* 
just. The greater part of the churches are not half filled ; the 
complaint of one church-goer of ** a cursed cold church," is still 
hi remembrance. Lord Stanhope's reply to Lord Harrowby on 
this subject is well deserving notice. ** He wotild tell the noble 
•* earl, that those dissenters, those foes to the church, as he (Lord 
** H.) styled them, would continue to increase, ev4*n from the 
** number as taken from their 12,000 chapels,* wbfii they found 
^ that the advocates of the church establishment conceived that it§ 
^ heH mean& of security was tabe continually applying for puMic 
" numey. He would venture to predict that whether you voted six 
** milKona or sixty millions, whether you built churches or not^ 
^ whether you calumniate dissenters or otherwise, the number of 
^ members of the establishment would decrease, and that of dissenters 
^ increase, as long as they saw the church of England made the 
^ engine of state policy: as long as they saw its prelates translated 
^ and preferred, not for their religious merits, but their slavish 

** support to the minister of the day When he saw the 

^'bisnops, according to the injunctions of their religion, voting 
^ against wars ; when he saw them voting for the liberties of the 
** people, then be would pronounce that the church of £ngland had 
*^ no reason to fear." It is much to be lamented, that our rulers, 
civil and ecclesiastical, will not profit by these useful hints." 

Reports respecting Sinecure Offices, — Finance, ^c— The first 
Report of the committee of the house of Commons appointed to 
ton&ider the abolition of certain sinecnres, like many other Reports 
presented to the house, adds to the different masses of Information 
ah^eady before the public, ail tending to prove the absolute neces- 
sity of a change of system. We refer our readers to the extracts 
inserted in our following pages. What ought to excite the indicna* 
lion of the public is the pride and insolence shewn by certain state 
paupers, when required to give some account of the duties of their 
respective officest. Mr. George Rose indeed assumed an air of 
modesty, when asked by the committee whether any inconvenience 
woald arise from tlie abolition of his office? (a sinecure of 4,9l6l. a 

• Lord Harrowby mistook the number of licences for the number o(placc& 
^vonhip ; by which means he stdteU the amount of the latter at mora thaa 
double the real Dumber. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xxxf i Reports respecting Sineem^ Ofidee, tin$nce, Sfe. 

year). To which he replied " I feel a dificuli^ in etpretsiog «# 
^ opinion upon this subject !" Several honourable, right hoBoura- 
ble, and noble sinecure holders could not recollect any other duty 
Attached tolheir respective offioet tbaa that of receivnig their sala« 
ries! The disinterested and patriotic Lord Melville, that okl 
and tried servant of the public, who has long held a sinecure qf 
5»1071. together with a pension of 1,5001. as long as he holds the 
ofiice, employs a deputy who has never had oecasUm to r^er to Aup 
gince he heU the office. Lord Robbet Sbymohr, pvothonotary 
in the Irish court of King's Bench, with a salary of 12,5 111. a year« 
never executed any of the duties of his ofice in person, hU pro* 
oumedthat he might execute them all! The hoB.T. Knox prtH 
Ihonotary of the Irish court of Common Pleas with a salary of 
] 0,0231. had never been called upon to perform any of the duties 
of his office in person. The Marquis Wblleslet, chi^f reanem- 
farancer in the Irish court of exchequer, with a salary of A^^lU 
a year, performs no duties in person. The Marquis of BucKiNO*- 
BAM and Earl Camden, as Tellers of tlie exchequer, Biere siaecurea, 
receive upwards of 25,#00L a year each. But the HMist pert ami 
proud of all our noble paupers, was the brother of the prinM min^ 
ster. Lord Abden. Hb lordship treated the committee with that 
contempt, that he refused to answer any of their questions. His o<^ 
£ce^ register of the admiralty court, he cousidered as his freehold s 
** he therefore ought not to be called upon to furnish any information 
** which may be made use of to \he prejudice ofhis/reehoU rightoi 
** the Committee might, however, consult his deputies/' They wei^e 
accordingly consulted, and informed the committee, that his lord* 
ship has generally a balance o£ about 200,0001. of the public money 
in his hands ; that he gives no security, and that his salary netted 
bim 20,3^ Si. a year ! This sinecure, it deserves to be noted, i§ 
already granted in reversion to Lord Ardens brother, Mr. Per* 
ceval! One of the articles, not the least extraordinary in the 
report, relates to the right hon. Thomas Steblb, who still ei^oya 
a sinecure of 16331. per amiura! This gentleman, lately one 
of the secretaries oi the Treasury, in a former Report, stood 
conetcted of having possessed the public money under false pre^ 
fences f* — ^What must be the feelings of a people, oppressed, and 
ground down as they are by taxes, on reading this with other 
Keports concerning public abuses ! — and what an additional incite* 
luent to continue their public meetings, and express their opiniona 
with the freedom and firmness becoming Bbitoms ! 

Harlow, August 29, 1810. B. F. 

» Pol. Rev. Vol. VIIL p. 79. 
%• We should he chliged to any of our readers who may fumi$K 
us scUh ike ResplutionM Sf^c, lately entered into at Canterbury respecting 
Air F. Burdett 6io, as 9« have hitherto only teen very imperfect accounts. 
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On Ihe laotbn for the kouse to 
iMolve ttaeif into a committee on the 
flax seed bill, Mr. Salcrafi availed 
k'mself of the oppoftunity to state, 
that it was uniisaal for the house to 
meet on Saturday without a prcvioiis 
public notice of such an intention, 
ttscept in eases of the greatest im- 

Citaace ; but eren in those cases it 
d been the general practice to ap- 
prise gentlemen on the Friday, that 
the house would do business on the 
succeeding Saturday. 

After some conversation between 
several members of the house, the 
flax aeed bill went through the com* 
mittee, the report of which was or- 
ilered to he rpceived on Monday. 
Momiatff May f8. 

Mr. Ro$e (the usual form of going 
into a committee on the woollen acts 
having been gone through) obtained 
leave to bring in a hill to repeal se- 
veral a ctsrdative to the woollen ma- 
Bufocture, and to exempt several 
persons subject to penalties umkr 
the same from the obligation to pay. 

Mr. fm-ctoal moved for leave to 
being in A bill to limit the amount 
of pensions, ^. upon the Scotch 
ovil list. 

%\X /. Ntwport asked, whether 
Any step of a similar nature was in 
c0Qtemplation for Ireland ? — and 
opoa an answer in the negative from 
Mr. P^ceval, gave notice of a mo- 
tion OB the subject to-morrow Se'n- 
aight — Leave waa than given. 

Mr. FerceotJ then moved for leave 
to bring in a bill to direct that ah 
rot. vnt. 



annual account of the increase ai^d 
diminution of pensions, &c. should 
be laid before parliament, and to 
regulate the controul over the grant- ' 
log of pensions, allowances, &^.-^ 
Lrave given. 

Mr. Wk^rUm shortly after brought 
in this latter bill. 

Sir /. Natpori a«ked, whether this 
extended to Ireland? 

Mr. Wharton said, he was almost 

rihamed that he could not answer ; 
ut the Speaker observed, that the 
title was general. 

After a few words from Mr. Har- 
ner and Mr. Bankes, the bill was 
then read a first time and ordered to 
be read a second time on Wednesday. 
Mr. Perceval adverted to the ob- 
ject which had been for some time 
in contemplation, of augmenting the 
salaries of the poorer clergy. This 
Mtas perhaps the more necessary with 
respect to the clbrot of' Scot- 
land, as the poorer clergy therf 
had sot a connection with elergy- 
moi of a superior rank, as the poorer 
clergy of this country bad, so as to 
maintain the dignity of the church. 
Upon the whole, the amotuit neces- 
•ary, as far as had been ascertained, 
to augment the value of the poorer 
livii^s there to IBOl, a year each, 
was 8,7001. a year. He adverted to 
the exemplary conduct of the clergy 
of Scotland, and expi^ssed his hope^ 
that the house would have no objec- 
tion to vote 10,0001. that night, so 
as to go rather beyond the sum as-' 
certained to he wanting at present. 

Mr- Homer bad no objection, aa 
there was no public body that dis- 
charged their duties to die comnuH 

R 
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nity bettor than the Scotch clergy. 
He only wanted to know how it was 
to be paid. 

Mr. Perc€V<d explained, that pro- 
per persons were to examine what 
livings were below 1501. per annum, 
and how much brlow that sum, and 
to report to the barons of the exche- 
quer, who would pay the difference. 
The house then in a committee 
of supply voted 10,0001. for the above 
purpose. 

Lord Makon presented a petition 
from the. Town of Kingston-on-HuH, 
the substance of which was, that the 
petitioners lamented that the house 
of commons was losing ground in 
the public opinion, from its vote on 
the Walcheren Inquiry, and other 
matters — that the petitioners were 
anxious to support every just right 
of parliament — that whether thqr 
bad the privilege contended for or 
not, they did not presume to deter- 
mine — but that its exercise in the 
cases of Sir F. Burdett and Mr. Gale 
Jones was very suspicious, coupled, 
as it had been with the grant of a si- 
necure to Mr. Yorke. That U' it 
should appear that the house had the 
privilege of imprisoning at discretion^ 
it was at least necessary that it should 
be pure in its constitution^ otherwise 
that the power would in effect he one 
in the handft of the minister of the 
crottvi, and of those who dealt in seats 
like Ijord L'astlereagh and Mr, Per- 
ceval! The petition concluded with 
praying, that the house would revise 
its proceedings — ^that it sbowld take 
steps to carry parliamentary reform 
into execution — that it should abo- 
li!»h sinecure*^ and pay every possi- 
ble attention to economy ! 

The petition was then read, and 
^ordered to be laid on the table. 

Air. Shots (o( Dublin) after advert- 
ing to some misconduct in the Dub- 
lin post oflice, ill charging postage 
for newspapers transnittted iiinder the 
franks of members of parliament, 
moved for a return of the newspsh 
;port for arhich postage had ^ been 



charged at the Dublin oflGte, since 
the 1st of May last, such newspa- 
pers having been franked by mem- 
bers of parliament. 

Sir H. Montgomery seconded tho 
motio^y and observed, that the post- 
master general was for a considera- 
ble part of the «year in Ix)ndon, 
leaving the business to the manage* 
ment of the clerks. He also, said, 
that he had written on this subject 
to the post ofltce there, and had ne- 
ver been able to procuve an answer. 

Mr. Macnmghten defended the 
conduct of the post master gefieral, 
for whom it was* necessary to be of- 
ten in London, and observed that 
none in the situation had ever been 
more attentive to the duty* 

After a short conversation, Mr. 
W. P'ile engaged, if the motion was 
withdrawn, the business should be 
duly examined: the hon. inovercon* 
sei>ted. 

On the motion of Mr. W. Pole^ 
the commitment of the Irish law of- 
ficers bill was postponed till this day 
throe months, with an assurance that 
be should take up the question next 
session of parliament. 

Mr. Foster postponed the Irish 
budget till Wednesday, on account 
of the thisi attendance^ particularly of 
Irish members. 

Mr. D* Gid^ brought up the re^ 
port on Lord Ormondes prizage emo- 
luments, stating, that they were es- 
timated at 14,0001. a year, and that 
they should be purchase<l by the 
public at 12,0001. a year, for 18 
years purchase. The resolutions 
were agreed to, and a bill ordered 
to be brought in accordii}gly« 

In a committee of ways and means 
it was re^olveil, that tluj clothing of 
the Irish militia, the pay of subal- 
terns Szc. be paid out of the consoli- 
dated fund of Ireland. The report 
to be received ot> Wednesday next. 

Mr. JFhm'ton bTou^ht in the lot- 
tery bill, which was read a first, and 
ordered to be read a second', time on 
Wednesday next*' j 
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Mr. WJusrtm broogbt in the bill 
previously moved for by the Ghan* 
cfUor of the fixchequer, for laying 
before the house an annual acconut 
of the increase and diminution of pen- 
sions and allowance, with other re* 
gnlations for disposing of the same« 

Sir /. Ntwpofi wisl^ to know if 
the bill extended to Ireland ? 

Mr. Wharton observed, that the 
title of the bill was general. 

The bill was read a ftrst time, and 
ordered to be read a 'second time. — 
Ad|joumed till Wednesday. 

Wednesday^ May 30. 

Mr. Yorke took the oaths and \\U 
seat for the borough of St. Germain, 
4d Cornwall. 

Col. Allan presented a petition 
from the burgesses of Berwick upon 
Tweed, praying the house to revise 
their proceedings in the case of Sir 
F. Burdett, and for a temperate re* 
form in the representation. — Ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. J. Smith said, he held in his 
hand a petition from the mayor, 
common couucil, and livery of the 
lown of Nottingham, praying a mo^e 
full and equal representation of the 
people in parliament, and reciting 
various parts of a petition formerly 
presented by Mr. Grey (now Lord 
Grey), setting forth the abuses ex- 
isting in the representation. These 
evils the petitioners sincerely deplo- 
red, and prayed that the original 
purity of parliament might be resto- 
red. The petition was then brought 
up, read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr* Whithread said, he held in his 
band a petition from Major Cart* 
^fghtf who was extremely sorry that 
the house had thought fit to reject 
his former petition. He had to state 
that that gentleman was extremely 
desirous of approaching the house in 
the form of a petitioner, and nothing 
was farther from his intention than 
to be guilty of any thing like insult 
to the house oT Commons. He had 
>^red one expression that had been 



objected to in the former petition, 
and another, that had been pointed 
out as disrespectful, 'would not be 
found to apply to the house. 

The petition was then delivered, 
and the two passages only, objected 
to formerly, were now read as alter- 
ed ; upon which the petition was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JV, Fole rose to move for the 
repeal of the Irish insurrection and 
arms acts, passed in the year 1807*' 
He moved for leave to bring in bills 
to alter and amend the said acts. — 
The motion was agreed to. 

IRISH BUDGET. 

Mr. Foster^ the house having gone 
into the committee of ways and 
means, rose to move the ways and 
means towards laising the supply 
for Ireland for the curix»nt year, — 
The inten«st upon the debt and sink- 
ing fund he stated at 3,974,0001.— 
The quota to be paid by Ireland 
amounted to e,6l4,000l. Irish cur- 
rency, or 6,l60,OOOl. English mo- 
ney. He then stated the sum to be 
provided for the charge of the inte- 
rest upon the debt, and the sinking 
fund, as amounting to 331,2()i^K 
the interest and charge of manage- 
ment for this he Stated at 51. 13s. 3d. 
per cent. The taxes to raise this 
alum of three hundred and thirty odd 
thousand pounds, he enumerated as 
follows. 

Pirst Tax-r^Upon the post- 
office revenue, an increase 

of one penny upon the post- 
* age of each letter — which 

ivould produce . . y . L.35,000 
Tlie next tax was an increase 

upon the duties and ctts* 

toms of tea, raibins, and 

currants — • which would 

{iroduce . . . . • . . 70/KK) 
lis one icera produced to 

the English revenue 270,0001.) i 
The next tax was an nicrease 

of the stamp duties, making 

newApapcradi'ertistenientH, 

which now puid but U. 

duty, pay 2s, — which 

would produce . ,. . . 30,000 
The next ^x was an increase 

of the duties oii Portugal 
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and 8p«iiifk n^neiysof it 
gnineM per ^n^ md of IS 

fiineas per tim on all 
rtuth wines — prodadng 100^000 
Tbe next was a small tax, to 
be levied by regulation on 
tl^ enstoms storage— pro- 
ducing , 16,000 

The next was an increase of 
the present window ux^ by 
dOl. per cent— |>roducing 85»000 

With respect to the window tax, 
%t stated, that do house having fesa 
than seven windows was subject to 
the tax, and that even after the pro- 
posed increase, the tax would be one 
half less than what it was in En- 
gland, and even less than what it 
was in Scotland. The whole of 
these taxes, together with some items 
of small import, the detail of which 
was uimeccssary, woukl produce a 
gross afnount of 380,0001. which 
was 7,26!9l* above the sum required 
for the charge of debt and sinking 
fund for the year. The right hon. 
gentleman then concluded, by mo-' 
ving his first resolution, for toe in- 
crease of the postage on letters. 

After some observations from Sir 
J, Newport and Mr. Feittr^ the re- 
solutions were agreed to. 

DROITS OF ADMIRALTY* 

Mr. Titrney rose to make his pro- 
mised motion upon that subject, to 
which he was induced to call the 
attention of the house m consequence 
of its grant of 70001. annuity to his 
serene highness the Duke of Bruns- 
wick. Upon that occasion it was 
nev^r once objected that a suitable 
provision ought not to l)e made for 
that distinguished individual, but it 
was said, that there existed under 
the controul of tbe crown funds ful- 
ly sufficient for that purpose, with- 
out an increase of the burden:; of the 
people. To ascertain that fact, he 
had on a former night moved for the 
production of an account of the sum 
arising from the droits of the admi- 
ralty now undisposed of, and there- 
fore wholly under the controul of the 
crown. It appeared from the paper 



thkt night preaenltd, that the amount 
of thote droits, now at his Bfajeaty^ 
disfwsal, amounted to no tess a turn 
than S^tfXM. He should there- 
fore recommend that a sum of money 
arising o«t of theundtsposed of droits, 
should ba paid into the eonsolidated 
fnnd, in order to answer the pay- 
ment of the anmnty of 70001. per 
annum, voted to his terene bigbtess 
the Duke of Brunswick. Computiiif 
that ann«tQr at ten yean purchase, 
th^ som required to go ta aid of the 
consolidated fmid would be 70,M0L. 
The right hon. member concluded 
with moving an address to the throne, 
adverting to the late message and 
grant of 70001. and expressing the* 
surprise and regret of that house' 
that his Majesty should be advised 
to apply to that house for a grant, 
when such a sum as d49',0001, ad- 
miralty droits remained at the dis- 
posal of the cro^yt), and praying hits 
Majesty that he would be graciously 
pleased to apply out of sqch uudis- 
posed of droits the sum of 70,00Ol. 
to answer the annuity voted to his 
serene highness the Duke of Bruns- 
wick. 

Mr. Perceval intrcated the house, 
that if it was inclined to address his 
Majesty upon the application of 
these droits, it would not connect 
such address with the grant lately 
voted to the Duke of Bruniwick ; but 
that the application should bema4e 
tp the public service generally. 

Mr. FreemantU supported die mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Hose opposed it. 
Mr. Crervey observed, that there 
was no question at this time as to 
the ri|ht of the Kitig to the 4f per 
cent, fund ; but it was a point which, 
at some other time, would well de- 
serve the serious attention of the 
house. It had been said that the 
surplus had been applied in aid of 
the civil list. He could not enter 
into the propriety of the application 
of this money till the papers should 
be printed; but tbe 4f per cc|U. 
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fond hftd battt ordered out of the 
droilft for the pcoskms of Sir Home 
Pophaniy Mr. JLeng, and several other 
raenibafs of parliAment^ ooiiiiecUoD» 
of the minifltert. When the droits 
of the admiralty were thus disposed 
of, it was not too much to 8ay» he 
thought, that out of them the King 
should give 70001. a year to one ai 
his own family. The Duke of Glou- 
cester had . an an annuity from the 
4i per cents, and these mot being 
fafficknt* he came on the consoli- 
dated fund ; hut the Duke of Glou- 
cester being removed « then these gen* 
tlemen came upon the droits of the 
admiralty to make up the deficiency 
in their alk>wance8. He thi»ugbt it 
Tery slrange that 40,0001. should bo 
taken out of the fund in tbis V;ay, 
while it was said, that it coukl not 
afford 70001. for the Duke of Bruns- 
wick. He next advened to the 
StSflOOh granted to Sir H. Popham, 
which he thought a most improper 
application. 

Mr. Xoa^ ccmtended that the King 
had a complete power of disposal 
over the 4^ per cent fund, and re- 
marked upon the manner in which 
the hon. gentleman who spoke last 
turned these things into personal 
questions. He had nwntioned Mr. 
Long's pension ; but he defied the 
hon. (Eentlcman to shew that any one 
who had been so long in the jtreasu* 
ry had be^i less remunerated than 
be had been : he had been ten years 
ia the treasury befoie he bad received 
any pension. 

Mr. BroMgiamt after observing, 
that the real question had been mix- 
ed with extraneous matter, adverted 
to the several heads of demand stated 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
upon the unappropriated part of this 
fund, and shewed, that after all there 
was a sum of from 90,0001. to 
lOO^OOOl. for which there was not 
e^en the pretence of a demand. 

Mr. Stephen called upon the house 
to consider that these droits of ad- 



miralty had been applied fn an ttn^* 
exceptionable manner. 

Mr. WhUheod denied that the 
motion involved any attack upon his 
Majesty personally, but contended, 
that it referred to ministers alone, 
Justin the way in which comments 
were made upon the King's speech;^ 
As to the civil list, he was glad of 
the expo«)ure which this discussion 
had produced* It now appeared 
that the deficiency of the dvii \hi 
had been supplied from the droits of. 
admiralty^ That instead of bringing 
the expenditure of that list within 
its income, as the last adminisdB^ 
tion had intended, the present mi* 
nisters meant to allow Uie expendi- 
ture to go on uncontrouled, while ii 
blinded the public and that house 
by a misappropriation of the droits 
of admiralty. With regard to the 
right hon. gentleman (Mr, Long) he 
observed, that that right hon. gei^ 
tleman was not to enjoy the pension 
of 15001. paid out of this fund, if. 
he held an office yielding above 
20001* a year : now it appeared, that 
the right hon. gentleman had 20001. 
a year from has office, and a house 
besides. Was this, then, a compU« 
ance with. the terms of the grant re- 
specting the pension? The hon. 
member concluded with the expres- 
sion of a wish to know what was bc« 
come of tha interest upon the droits 
of admiralty, which, his understood,, 
amounted in one year to such a sum 
as would suffice to purchase an an« 
nuity for the Duke of Brdnswick. 

Mr. Ticrney said, if the minister 
would promise that the balance ad- 
mitted to be on hand of the droits 
of admiralty should be applied to the 
relief of the public, by paying th^ 
annuity of the Duke of Brunswick, 
instead of saddling that annuity up- 
on the consolidated fund, he de- 
clared that he had no disposition to 
press his motion.- 13ut if not, he 
hoped the house would concur with, 
him in adopting that motio^, 
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Mr. Roie explained. The bouse 
divided. 

For the motion 75 — Aagainst it 
101 — Majority for the roinUter 26. 
Thurtda^, May 31. 

Mr. Soon presented u petition 
from certain freeholders of Glouces- 
tcrshire, complaining* that W. F. 
Berkeley, taking upon himself the 
title of Isard Darsley, had been dec- 
ted a member to represent that coun« 
ty in parliament, and that he had 
foiled to comply with the provisions 
of an act of George 11. requiring 
members, previous to their voting 
in that house, to give in their quali* 
licatioo upon oath. Mr Svran fur- 
ther stated, that the petitioners in* 
icrred, from the registry of his hap- 
tism, that he was not heir apparent 
to the Earl of BiTk^Jey, in which 
character he had taken his seat. 
After somQ conversation, the peti- 
tion was brought up and read, but 
the discussion on its lying on the 
tabic, was postponed till Tuesday. 

RiiST INDIA COMPANY. 

' On the order of the day being 
fcad for the house going into a com- 
mittee to consider of the affairs of 
the East India company, 

Mr. Cretvey opposed it, on the 
l^und that the paper for which he 
fcad formerly moved had not yet 
been printed and distributed among 
the members. 

Mr. Dyndoi said, that althovgh 
it had not been printed, yet sevend 
copies of it had been made, and 
4^vcry member had access to examine 
them. 

The house divided, when there 
appcartxl, For the committee, 43 — 
Against it, 7. 

The house went iMo a committee 
on the LOAN to the east inuia 

COMPANY. 

Mr. Dundat stated the embarrass- 
ments under which the company at 
present laboured, arising from their 
expenditure in the military transac- 
tions in the East Indies, and also 
€rora the commeicial losses which 



the company has sustained during 
the last year. On these grounds he 
had to propose the grant of & loan 
to the company, under the engage- 
ment of its being repaid in a year, 
or at least that at tl>e end of that 
period the company were to come 
forward atul shcvr their inability to 
do bd. Ho thenT)roceeded to draw 
a picture of the affairs of the com* 
pany, which, he observed,* were 
likely to assume a favourable aspect, 
from the cessation of hostilities ibi. 
the Eaist, and from the largo infcst^^ 
ments made by the company htsi 
season. He concluded witn moving- 
as a resolotion, ^ That it is expe- 
dient, under the present circumstkn^i' 
CCS, to advance to the East India 
company a kum not excecding^ 
1,500,0001. by way of loan." 

A conversation then ensued, in > 
which Mr. Creevty, Mr. G, Johmon^ 
Lord M§rpcik, Mr. Graniy and Mr. 
Prendergast took a part ; after which 
the house divided, and there appear* 
ed, For the resolution. Ayes, 77— 
Noes, 10. 

SINECURE PLACES. 

Mr. D. Giddy brought up the 
third report of the committee of pub* 
lie expeniiture, of which the reso- 
lutions were read. 

On the question being put on the 
second resolution for abolishing cer- 
tain offices, 

Mr. Bmikfi rose to propose aa 
amendment. It was his particular 
wish, in the present circuntstancea 
of the country, that the house should 
shew that they were not averse to 
any reasonable and constitutional 
reform. Tkere teas • ctriam party 
in the country that cried loudly for 
reform^ not so w%tch far the sake of 
reform, he was afraid, as to overthrow 
the constitution ! If they were to 
judge from the late proceedings of 
the persons he alluded to, there was 
too much reason to believe this was 
the cas(*; but the general disposition 
of th<* country, he trusted, was of 
a diifeient dcbcription. There wera 
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imuij who wished for a reform with- 
ovt aflbcting the constitutional re- 
preseatatioiv of the home, and it 
was for the sake of this great majo- 
rity of the country, that he was 
anxfous the house should do some- 
thing, to shew that they possessed 
f^cry^nclhMltion to accede to then: 
ifishes. U the ho«se did net accede 
to these moderate wishes, there was 
a danger of forcing this class of mo- 
derate reformers to join their ene- 
mies, which ouf^ht, if possible, to 
be avoided. The house would have 
no better opportunity of shewing itt 
disposition than now, and of demol^ 
•trating to the country that it de- 
served to be trusted. Sinecure ofR- 
cei were admitted of themselves to 
be unnecessary, having no duties 
attached to them. They originally 
had been officfent, but in the course 
of time other more efficient offices 
had been appointed, arising from 
the alteration of circumstances that 
bad taken place. These old ineffi- 
cient offices, however, were still con- 
tinued, and the great argument in 
their favour was, that they afforded 
the «rown the means of rewarding 
long or signal «ervices. It was also 
stated that they were necessary to 
the due influence of the crown. 
Though he believed the influence of 
the crown had very much increased 
from the great increase of the rcvo- 
Roe and the necessary means of col- 
Wctm^ it, and from the necessary 
extensions of the army and navy, 
yet he was by "no means disposed to 
deprive the crown of the advantasnc 
that was claimed. He wished only 
that this' privilege sthould be exerci- 
led in a different way. It was highly 
proper the crown should have the 
means of rewarding long and signal 
tmrices, and of this privilege he by 
DO means wished to deprive the 
cfown. Instead, however, of apply- 
>nj5 sinecure offices to that purpose, 
which had been degraded by the 
op'uHon entertaiaed - of them, he 
«o«U pat the tame fund, and to 



the same amount, at the disposal of 
the crown, for that purpose, by way 
of annuities and pensions. To two 
right h<m, genilemen (Messrs, Perce- 
val and Yorke) ke paid the Jkigkctt 
trihuie of praise for giving mp^ ^r 
rather foregoing^ on account of tkc 
siiuatioH of the coutUry^ certain pr- 
cuniary considerations to whkh thar 
offices intitled them. ' The way ia 
which sinecures were disposed uC; 
he contended, did not add so mudi 
to the influence of the crowa as at 
first sight appeared ; for the persona 
receiving those sinecures would in 
general be subservient rather to th« 
persons who gave them, who might 
next day be in opposition to the go^ 
vernmcnt, than to the crown, fmm 
whom they did not directly receive 
them. After combating the argu- 
ments that had been urged in favour 
of sinecure places, he concluded by 
stating, that his object was to havo 
a committee to enquire into the offi- 
ces that aught to be abolished, and 
the best means of subsjiiluting a dis- 
posable fund in the room. As % 
mere indication, however, of what 
he wished, he proposed as an amend- 
ment, 

" That after the words, <* It ia 
expedient," in the resolution, th© 
remaining should be omitted, and 
the following inserted : •* After pro- 
** viding sufficient suras for his Ma- 
" jesty to recompence the high offi- 
** ccrs on the civil establish men t^ 
** to abolish all offices in the reve- 
" nue, which are without employ- 
" ment, except those connected \rith 
** his Majesty's service, and that af 
" the royal family." 

Lord Milton coincided in the ge- 
neral sentiments expressed by the 
hon. member, and would support 
the motion, as he was always ready 
to advocate reform and economy, 
though the present proposition did 
not go so far as ho could wish to 
see the principle carried. 

Mr. Bastard argued in favour of 
economy, and ui^d the abolition 
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of MMCiirei* tte mora ef wkich a 
Biaa helfly the mofe he believed he 
' would be disponed ih take. He con- 
tended thnt the infuence of the 
crown must beve much increased, 
ms the rtvenne of the couniiy wm 
now 70 millioM n yenr» instead of 
90 or 95» as it had been not nuuiy 
jFearsago* 

Hr, Bidkurti, Mr. M^rdmM, 
and Mr. Idtngy supported the reso- 
iutiont. 

. Mr« H* TkarnUm theu^t, that 
the various statements of bis hon. 
^^iead were much nu^takea. The 
.Professing to follow Mr. Burke in 
his ideaa QO the sublet, and not 
doiAg 8e» was an objection which 
had been often adduced. He said 
.|he rtrouoeration now proposed was 
.capable of applying in all cases. 
Mr* Burke's view of sinecures was 
not extensive, he kept hi% eye only 
.on the great sinecures in the ex- 
. chequer. On this subject there were 
many grounds of discontent; popu- 
.larity should be thought in many 
.respects true wisdom. The chief 
causes of unpopularity were the tax- 
es, and the populadon exceedmg 
the rtieans of subsistence. He sup- 
. ported the resolution. 

Mr. W. Taylor thought that the 

simple question was* whether the 

. measure- invaded the piefogatSve of 

. the cmwn or no. He was in favour 

. of tbe amendment. 

Mr. WUbcrfortt contended, thai 
Jhe prejudicf9 •f mmiMd would he 
. dime oxrajf v^en thty exemsjfd that 
eoflnffloa setue with which they were 
gtftcd by nature^ and recognised the 
immutable principles of ju^ice which 
„ bestowed peumn§ ea deservivg objects, 
. It was a distinct thing to aiake auch 
provision, and was quite beside the 
unpopular act of giving sinecure 
places. He recommended the acces- 
aity of eadeavourii^ to gpki tbe 
public esteem by lightening the bur- 
thens which pressed so heavily. He 
. did not think that them waasotsuch 
ofclamouc aa tf indwic thahause 



to think that the public acted mde- 
centiy. It was the duty of the hauae 
to secure the afiections of the people, 
and it could not in his opiaioD be 
done more effectually than by con- 
ciliation. Economy was not to be 
measured by money merely, bui by 
shewing the public that just com- 
pensation was given to individuals 
only who had rendc^red service to 
the state* The use of economy was 
reforming by principles of justice 
and reason, and by acceding to tbe 
wishes of the people. 

The house having divided on Mr. 
Banhes's amendment, the aumbeta 
were. For the amendment, 105-* 
Against it, 95. 

While tbe Ayes were out, Mr. 
JBankes addressed them in the lobby, 
and stated that should the amend- 
ment be carried, he should propose 
the other resolutions in the (tinted 
paper, in lieu of the amendment of 
Mr. Perceval. 

Mr. Bankes moved an amend menl 
to the second resolution, in sub- 
atance stating, '* That it is expedi- 
ent to abolish all offices (Hied by 
deputy, providing also that security 
should be given for the due perfor* 
mance of the duties attached to tha 
same." 

Mr. Ptfrc€na/ suggested to the hon. 
gentleman to postpone this amend- 
ment, but Mr. Bankes persevered. 

The gallery was again cleared for 
a division, when the numbers were, 
for tbe amendment — Ayes 111 — 
Noes 100— Majority for Mr. Bankea'a 
amendment 11. 

Friday^ Jymt 1. 

The house having resolved itself 
into a committee of supply, Mr. 
Ferceud moved, that a sum not eat- 
ceeding 12,0001. be paid to Lofds 
Olenb^e and Auckland, for their 
services as commksioners of the laa^i* 
tax from the year 1799» tip to tbe 
present period. 

Mr. eokrafi said, that» without 
prooottncing any ofioian upon Am 
particular eenricff of Iheaa tma wm- 
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ble lords, m their capacity as com* 
missioners of the land-tax, he still 
was of opinion, thaft as they both 
racdved large pensions, and parti- 
cularly as Lord Glenbervie held tlie 
office of sorveyor-general of forests, 
that thd country had some claim to 
their sendees in the office alluded 
to, without being obliged to grant 
Aem such specific remuneration as 
was now sought hy the inclosed re- 
solution of Uie Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

Mr. Perceval did not conceive, 
that merely because persons enjdyed 
pensions for their former public ser- 
ynct^f therefore the country had a 
light to their future labours for such 
a space of time as ten years, with- 
out being bound to render some re- 
muneration for their trouble and re- 
q)onsibility. 

Mr. Cakn^ had no notice of such 
a proposition until it was moved 4n 
the committee. From what had 
passed, he did not regret the oppo- 
titton he made to it : its principle 
was wholly unjustifiable, and liable 
to be perverted to very pernicious 
purposes. It went to establish new 
offices, to which emolument was at* 
tached, without the consent of that 
house, and m some cases wholly 
enuling direct and positive statutes. 
For instance. Lord Glenbervie might 
be, as he believed he was, a mem« 
ber of that house in IZS^'—he was 
then appointed to a duty from which 
no emolument was to accrue; but 
now, after ten years; a remuneration 
of 60001. was required for him, 
amounting to a salar^ of 600L a 
year. The house ought to pause 
before it acceded to these demands 
made every session of parliament, 
for increasing the salaries of civil 
officers, at the time that it felt itself 
wholly unable to add to the scanty 
subsistence of its meritorious milita- 
ly and naval officers. It should not 
heighten the grievances of the latter 
by favouring others, when it was 
inable to help them. He hoped 
TOL. vin. 



that the right hoft. gentlamam (Mr. 
Perceval) would have no objection 
to let the resolution stand over until 
the next committee of supply (Wed- 
nesday next.) 

After a desultory conversatioo be* 
tween Mr. Cuicn^, Mr. Aoie, Mfw 
Skaw Le Fevre, Mr. Adam^ Mr. 
Brown^ Sir /. Newport^ Lord M'd^ 
tany and Mr. TVmuy, It was at 
length agreed that the resolution it* 
self should be postponed until the 
next committee of supply on Wed- 
nesday next. 

AonmoirAL oraitt to tbm 

CLEaOT. 

Mr. Perceval moved, •* That the 
sum of 100,0001. be added to Queen 
** Anne's bounty for tho benefit of 
** the poorer* clergy.** — The right 
hon. gentleman pr^tced his motion 
by stating some particulars re<«pect* 
ing the disposal of the 100,0001. 
voted last year, which he trusted the 
committee would approve as a mea- 
sure, tending to encourage the resi- 
dence of the clergy, without which, 
the bounty of parhament must hi\ to 
produce the beneficial consequences 
it had in view. 

In proceeding to augment in the 
first instance the smallest livings, 
the governors had acted according 
to their usual practice under the ex- 
isting rules; but he had much doubt 
whether this was the best method of 
proceeding. -He had called for other 
returns, with a view to give tha 
committee full information upon 
this subject : and particularly for a 
return of the population of every 
parish, where the income of the in- 
cumbent did not exceed 1501. per 
annum. It was found from a va- 
riety of circumstances which he de- 
tailed, tl^t these returns could not 
be made up, as yet, with suffi- 
cient ticcuracy to be laid before tha 
house: hut he had received such in- 
formation from that<portion of them 
which had been prepared, as con- 
vinced him, and he trusted would 
convince the committati thatthara 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ft 



farluuMottiuy Register, ^^Cammon$, 



[auovst* 



was^ a class of parishes, of which 
t)ie population and consequent duty 
Was ieLtge and the iacome wretchedly 
inadoauate, which ought to he the 
first objects of the liberality of par- 
bament, and to which he under- 
^^ood it was the intention of the go- 
vernors to direct that bounty, in 
case the proposed vote should pass. 
I^ was informed that there were 
about 4^3 parishes^ containing a 
l^tputatioji of above 1,260,000 per- 
icos, t th^ aggregate income of the 
incumbents of which parishes was 
abo^ 42,0001. amounting to ahput 
8d. per parishioner per annum. Each 
of these parishes contained abo%*e 
1000 inhabitanu. But this was not 
the most striking part ojf the case. 
Id fifteen of these parishes, in the 
diocese of Chester alone, there was 
a population of 208,000 persons, 
apd tne whole income of the incum- 
bents was ldl5L per annum, a- 
mounting to l|d per parishioner 
per annum* In six parishes in ano- 
ther diocese which he enumerated, 
there were 116,229 persons and an 
aggregate ^ecclesiastical income of 
only 4271. per annum. He trusted 
that with these facts before them, 
the committee would have no doubt' 
that relief was ii^iipensable, and 
that parishes of this description 
oujjht to be the first objects of it. 

One of the most important objfcU 
Ojf mii/i measure relating (o the churchy 
KOM yndoubtedlj/ to promote the resi* 
dcnce of the clergy. It appeared 
from the returns for ISO7-8, that 
there were 11,731 benefices; of iheic 
about 584 were dignities. The resi* 
dents are stated to be 4412 ; the non- 
reiidents, accordmg to the different 
t'lasses in the ahtr<ict, about 6 100; 
andy he understood^ there "mere abottt 
650, who icere also non-residents, for 
various reasons not included in the 
abstract. At first sight thtrcfore the 
nonresidents bore to tlte residents a 
propifrtion of not much lens than 3 to 
2 ; but amongst those uho were stated 
^ npn-resideni were a hr^e number 



who resided in the parish^ though not 
in the parsonage^ and a stiU further 
number who resided in the neighbour- 
ing parishes^ and did the dut^ nf 
their own. Making, however^ ^^ 
allowance for these^ and for other de- 
ductions where no duty,, and no resi^ 
dence are required^ from the number 
if the non-residents, there must still 
be considerable more than one half of 
the parishes in the kingdom upon 
which the incumbent neither legally 
nor virtually resided I 

He wished for iurther information* 
upon this subject, and was very de* 
sirous of learning how far those pa^ 
rishes on which the incumbent did 
not reside were supplied with resi*, 
dent curates, whether such curates 
were licensed, and if insuperable 
djfiiculties did not occur in obtain* 
ing such information, how they were 
paid. He was satisfied that when- 
ever it was proposed to continue for 
a length of time the bounty of parlia* 
ment to the church, there inust be 
some review of those, regulations 
which had been lately adopted by 
parliament, with a view to the resi- 
dence of the clergy, particularly in. 
order to secure resident licensed cu- 
rates with a competent maintenance, 
in these cases, in which the non re- 
sidence of the incumbent was per- 
mitted ; he thought also it was well- 
deserving consideration whether there 
should not be a review of the rules 
according to which pluralities wMPe 
now permitted, perhaps with a re- 
ference to the distance or value of 
livings which were permitted to be 
held by the same incumbent, so as 
to briil^ the separate benefices of the 
incumbent more withip the reach of 
his own superintcndance ; but what- 
ever might be the regulations which 
might occur to. be proposed, he 
begged it might be understood that 
he had no idea of introiiucing them 
so as to aflect any persons now in 
possession of the preferment te which 
they might apply. Having thrown 
out these general ideas as to the ob« 
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jects of future regtilations, he hoped 
he had said enough to satisfy the 
commSttee that there was a case 
sufficiently urgent to induce them, 
irithoiit waiting for the considera* 
ttoQ of any more extensive plan or 
any more accurate information, to 
Tote the sum which he had proposed 
ior the objects to which it was in- 
tended to be applied. 

Mr. Ttcracy expressed strong doubts 
with respect to the propriety of this 
grant. The higher clergy, he said, 
had received all the advantage of 
the increased value of the first fruits 
and tenths, and he saw no reason 
why they should not be called on to 
-cootributo to the improvement of 
the inferioi' livings. The prese<^t 
session was too far advanced to 
enter into any extended enquiry or 
arrangement of this kind ;, but he 
would recommend it to ministers to 
arrange some plah during the recess, 
that might provide for the better 
payment of the poorer clergy, with- 
out imposing any additional burdens 
on the people. He thought such a 
measure would at present be ob- 
noxious, as the taxes were already 
so much increased. The pay of the 
army and navy remained unincreased. 
and he had no doubt that it would 
be very unpalatable to the people to 
have additional burthens imposed on 
them for the support of the clergy, 
when it was considered that the 
higher orders of that body were 90 
well pud, and in a situation to af- 
ford an encrcase of livings to their 
inferiors. 

Mr. IT. Swuih thought the object 
a very proper one ; but mentioned, 
thai in the counij^ in 'which he livedo 
( Essex J same of the ^krgjf had talked 
efcoliiding tifthes in such a woy, as 
ts make them a fourth orjifth rf the 
rents of the hngdom. He hardly 
thought a time when such doctrines 
were maintained a proper one to load 
the country with this burthen, when 
it might be borne by the church re- 
Venues 



Sir /. Kewport did not obj^t to 
the measure, but he was of opinion 
that a fresh valuation ought to be . 
made. He conceived that the iirst 
fruits must b^ as pit>ductive to the 
clergy as they had been to the crown. 

Mr. Frrcrt?a/con tended, that ranch 
of the property referred ta was lay 
property. Were it prudent to inako 
the higher clergy contribute to the 
poorer, bethought the application 
of the tenths and first fruits would 
be extremely inconvenient. This w^s 
a subject on which economy, he 
tholight, would be ill-timed. The 
great increase of meeting houses 
called for some attention. There 
were at present twelve thousand 
places of worship of this description, 
which was a much greater number 
than that of the parish churches. 
It was of importance to keep pace 
at least with the dissenters. 

Sir /. Newport said, that the 
higher clergy should at least come 
forward with a voluntary gif^, and 
in this way chiefly he had meant 
that they should contribute to the 
improvement of the poorer livings. 

Lord Miiton represented the great 
evil arising from the want of churches 
in large towns. There were nume- 
/ous chapels, it was true,' in the 
west end of the town, but these 
from the nature of the property were 
all laid out in pews, without any 
accommodation for the lower classes 
of the people. 

Mr. C. fV, IVynne was for a new 
valuation of the first fniits and 
tenths, or a tax, instead of this, 
should be imposed on the higher 
clergy. They all agreed that the in- 
ferior livings ought to be raised, the 
difference was only as to the means. 
The want of churches called more 
loudly than any thing else for par. 
liamentary interference. He did not 
think they really made use of tho 
means they had. The cathedral of 
St. Paul's was almost unoccupied. 
The aisles might be converted into 
places of worship for the lower clas*'' 
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of the pee^le« without defacing in 
^ny degree its elegnnce. 

Mr. WUbeffortt was glad that no 
objection had been made to the ob- 
ject ittelf. He lamented the want 
of churches and the want of atten- 
tion to the accommodation of the 
(oor. He was desirous that churches 
should be erected bv the public; 
but if not, by iadtviduals. He did 
.lK»t approve of the idea which had 
been thrown out, that the rich and 
the poor should attend at dificrent 
hours. One of the chief objects of 
public worship was to bring them 
all together. Even in those coun- 
tries where it was 'reckoned pollu- 
tion for one cast to mingle with ano- 
ther, they all met together at the 
temple. This grant would increase 
the comforts of the poor rather than 
detract from them* The spreading 
of Christianity was the way to encou- 
rage charity. Before Christianity 
the name was unknown ; and here, 
where Christianity prevailed in its 
. purest shape^ charity must be pre- 
valent in a high degree. 

Mr. Creetey contended in favour 
of a new valuation. The church 
gained by every improvement in the 
country, without any risk, and it 
was too hard that the people should 
be called on to give them so much 
more from the taxes. The ckurck 
was already wfficienii^ aidoved^ and 
parliamtni Mod no rtgkt 4o create a 
new find out of taxation. The act 
of Quctn Anne» he contended, im- 
plied that the whole of the first 
fruits were to be applied to that fund. 

Sir T. Pivmer entered his protest 
against this doctrine, and argued 
that no doubt could be entertained 
on the subject of the statute. He 
denied that conformably to that act 
a new valuation could be made, and 
trusted that such a measure would 
not be resorted to* 

Mr. H. Marim was surprised to 
hear the doctrine advanced by the 
hon. gentleman. He referred to the 
act ot Queen Anne, and of the 26th 



of Henry VIH. By that of Henry 
Vlll. the first fruits an^ tenths, that 
had before that time gone to the pope, 
were appropriated by the crown. No 
increase had since taken place in the 
valuation, though times had very 
much altered. It was in the power 
of the crown at any time to renew 
the valuation, and this privilege, 
along with the fund itself, had bc«n 
transferred Ly the act of Queen Anne 
to improve the poorer livings of the 
clergy. If a new and fair vakuUion 
were tww made^ there would be no 
want of means to aiigmeni those ii- 
vmgs without burdening the people. 
It was evident that the act of Queen 
Amie did not mean to coaler a ber 
nefit on the high, but tbe poorer 
clergy; but if no new valuations 
were to be admitted, the superior 
clergy, it was unquestionable, would 
reap the advantage. 

The Atiomey General supported 
the opinion of his hon. friend (tbe 
Solicitor General), and contended 
that parliament had no power, after 
the act of Queen Anne, to make any 
new valuation, as the amount by 
that act was fixed. 

Mr. Baring observed, that if any 
of the clergy were ill paid, which 
he admitted to be the case, it was 
not from a want of funds applied to 
the maintenance of the church, but 
owing to tbe too great inequality in 
tbe distribution of the funds* Nt> 
country in the world paid the church 
better than this. The number of 
mectmg houses, he believed, was in 
a great measure occasioned by the 
conduct of those who held the higher 
livings of the church, while they 
did not do the duty. 

After some farther conversation, 
the resolution was agreed to without 
a division. 

The next resolutions were the fol- 
lowing .* — 
For repairs and diflfereot 

works about the Speak- 
er's house and the bouse 

of parliament 11,550 
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For eipbring tbe iDterior 

of Africa 521 16 

ImproTementSy &c, at and 

near Wettminsrer-hall . 8,854 16 
For priocing tbejoomals of 

the house of Commodt • 2,118 19 
Forprinting tbejournab of 

the house of Lord« . . . 1,564 
For erecting a pmon at 

Sheerness 389 3 q 

To G. Dickenson, Esq. 

comptroller of the sta- 
tionary otiice 396 10 

ToJameaBead, £m). for 

defraying the expeoce 

incurred Dj carrying into 

effect the plan of raising 

a horse patrote, for the 

better security of the 

■wtropoJis 1^16 

To James Head, Esq. to* 

wards delhijiog the ex- - 

pence of specifU consta- 

oles employed duringtbe 

late disturbances .... 1,034 

Mr. Whithread wished to know 
how this money was to be distributed. 
He expressed a desire to see the ac- 
counts, and the persons to whom it 
was paid. 

Mr. Wharton^ being unable to 
tlford the desired information, the 
lesolution was postponed. 
To the representatives of 

Charles Morris, Esq. 

lace surveyor of lauds 

in NovaScoCta 193 

hit. fFkiibread also objected to 
this Tote, on the ground that it did 
not appear to whom the grant was 
Bade. After a few . obsenratioDs 
iirom Mr. Wharton, thie resulutioo 
was poatponed. 

The house then resumed, nod the 
report of the committee was ordered 
to be received to-morrow. 

CATROUC PATITipirS. 

Upod the order for resuming the 
adjourned debate upon the catbolic 
qoestion ; — 

Mr. C. Huithijupn rose and ob- 
served, that the sincerity of the ca- 
tholics in their professed attachment 
to the constitution was obvious from 
the very nature of their petition — 
^hat they sought not to destroy but 
to participate ia that constitution 



15 

was evident from the character of 
their claims. In all the times of 
agitation, and even distress, which 
since the union had occurred to the 
empire, lie remembered nothing of 
any attempt even to conciiiate the 
Irish* Let it not be supposed, as 
some gentlemen appeared toinsinuate 
(bat the advocates of the catholica 
looked for any thing like victory or 
triumph. No, they looked only for 
justice and reasonable concession.; 
and let those who opposed them take 
care, whethei*, by that opposition, 
they were not promoting the triumph 
and V ictory of the enemy. The learned 
judge from Oxford (Sir W, Scott), in 
professing to state, as was his duty, 
the sentiments of his constituents ; 
the learned judge, discarding the re- 
commendation of the distinguished 
member for Dublin (Mr. Grattan), 
to cast the veil of oblivion over re- 
cent dissentions, thought proper, with 
an extraordinary degree of solemnity^ 
to attribute the Irish rebellion to tho 
catholics; but the learned judge 
forgot, that according to the autho- 
rity of Mr. Pitt, it could not be 
called a catholic rebellion. It wa$ 
uiideniable that the leaders of the 
Irish rebellion were protestants, and 
tbat among the whole band thcie 
were no cathohcs of any rank or im- 
portance. As to the atrocities which 
marked the progress of the rebellion, 
unquestionably they were numerous. 
But^ from tne best information, he 
was enabled to assert, that the com^ 
duct tf the King's tnH)ps was muck 
more trntrageous to humoHtty and tie 
constitution^ than any thing that couU 
be charged upon the peopk. If hit 
learned friend (the mover of this 
question) thought proptr to cmplojr ' 
his great talents in delineating all 
the features of the event alluded to^ 
he was sure that such a pictui^ 
would be presented as must make 
the hair of every man in the house 
stand on end ; not from a cause like 
that referred to by the sapient mem- 
ber for Somersetshire, (Mr. Lcth- 
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ftridse), wlio lately used th(& phrase, 
^it from a display of the nioit hor- 
rible cruelty and ' carnage. After 
90cne pungent aniihadversiom upon 
the general comhict of ministers, 
from ivhom iie could not, he said, 
«5Kpect the support of any tolerant 
or wise proposition^ the bon. gen tie- 
man appealed, in terms of peculiar 
.animation^ to the good sense and 
justice of the hou^e.- He conjured 
it to consider the general state of 
the empife — the necessity that called 
k>T the union of all our people. He 
deprecated the idea of suffering bigo- 
try to cut the sinews of our strength. 

Mr. (/Harm saw no reason why the 
catholics should be excluded from 
any judicial office whatever but that 
fit chancellor. — He could not, how- 
ever* agree to the introduction of 
the catholics into the legislature, or 
to any other grant to them which 
•ppeared to him inconsistent with 
the saft^ty of the constitiition and the 
protestant establishment. 

The Marquis of Tamhet^ in his 
IMiden speech, declared, that he 
Mt it impossible to allow the pre- 
sent question to pass with a silent 
irote. He could not but accede to 
the necessity bf going into the com- 
mittee proposed. If they did go in- 
to a committee, much discontent, 
vhich now existed, would be done 
away, ^fhe catholics would then 
liave to say, ** Vou have not sent 
tts away from your bar with silent 
contempt. If you have not redres- 
sed the grievances under which we 
supposed that we laboured, you, at 
feast, have heard us ; and, on that 
hearing, have given it as your opi- 
4iion, that we hav6 nothing of which 
to com plain.'' Let the house consi- 
der what might be expected from 
-them if admitted to a fair participa- 
tion in the blessings of tl)c co;istitu- 
tton. Ireland would then be the 
great pillar of the state, and lliene 
"would no longer be occasion to fear 
that there was any one disjointed 
part of the empire. — His lordship 



earnestly entreated the house to Ipok 
to it. ' l}e ci^ne. to ^e discuition ^f 
tbi^ que^tipi^ with feelings of the 
most sincem loyalty to hit Sove- 
- reign, and without any degree of ani* 
niosity against his ministers. '' Let 
** us,* SMd his lordship, *• go into 
the cemmittce-— conciliation will be 
your strength, jaiid the aflcctions of 
the people your best defence and 
butwark." 

Sir r. Turton would be happy to 
ftee every existing' dhability taken 
away, not from the catholics alone, 
but from every other class of hia* 
Majesty's subjects. 

Mr. Bfumard could not agree to 
the catholic demands^ unlm the 
controttl of the crown over the no- 
mination of their bishops was conce* 
ded. The most effectual relief ta 
the catholics of Ireland, he main- 
tained, would be found ia a lefona 
of the tythe laws. 

Sir R. Miibottk considered th% 
Irish catholics as our faithful fellow 
Subjects and allies, who bad been 
ill-treated. We were pursuing a sys- 
tem which had gone a great way to 
alienate their aC^tioos. 

Mr. M^Ntrnghtoa desired gentle- 
men to look at the number of penal 
statutes against Roman catholica 
which had been repealed, and that 
being the case, he asked what would 
they have? The catholics had a 
right to go into a court of justice aa 
well as protestants, and his estate 
and property were there equally se- 
cured to him. 

Mr. Barkmm asked, what, becausa 
YOU did not commit the utmost vio- 
lence and injustice against the catho- 
lics, had they no cause to complain? 

Mr. M. BttgerM observed, he 
did not concur with Lord Grenvillo 
as to the view of the necessity of the 
Veto. Here he entered into an high 
culogium upon the liomaa catholic 
prelacy of IreUpd. He animadver- 
ted upon the reasoning of a learned 
civilian (Sir William Scott) who 
would visit upon the eolighteaed 
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catholics of the preseol day the ven- 
feance he thought, due to the alleged 
errors of their remote ancestors. The 
catholics were said to be eith^ im- 
plicit believers in the doctrines of 
the council of Trent, or not ; if they 
were, they could not be good Bri-, 
tish subjects; and if they were not, 
they could not be sincere catholics;, 
but upon what principle o( justice 
did the learned civilian deal out 
such a sweeping excommunication 
against the people of Ireland. If 
the right hon. gentleman at the head 
of his Majesty's government thought 
so> why did he employ them in the 
fleets or armies ? The hon. gentle 
man then proceeded to enlarge upon 
manv of the topics already urged up- 
on, and concluded with giving hjs cor. 
dial vote for going into thc*com mi ttce. 
Mr. Grattan replied to the various 
arguments of the oppo^rs of the 
motion, and entreated the leading 
minister of the country (Mr. Perce- 
val), when he must know the great 
proportion of catholics in the array 
and tbo navy, not to interfere with 
our rcligiouo pursuits — to compel, 
them to attend at church, or deny 
them the opportunity of going to 
mass. The fn«c exercise of their re- 
ligion was admitted at their enlist- 
njent. But, says Mr, Grattan, the 
recruiting serjeant is a better states* 
man than the prime minister. He 
|»as more understanding but less di- 
gnity. He fills the ranks of your 
anny with the chearfui sound of the 
fife and drum, and in exciting na- . 
tional defenders, he leaves out of his 
policy the scruples of a coronation 
oath, and the polemical disquisi- 
tions upon the Veto. We regret 
that the lateness of the hour wholly 
pnyvents us giving even the sketch 
of ii speech which called forth, even 
«l that hour, the mi>st marked at- 
teDiion.— Upon a division, the num- 
hers were — For the motion 109 — A- 
gainst it 213.— Majority 104. 
Salurday, June «. 
Toe hoose went through the coromitree 
ta the Wcstniastrr HaU improvements, 
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and 00 the Scotch civil list pensiont, m 
the latter of which it was agreed, thaC 
the total amount of pensions should not 
exceed 800,0001. and that no one pea* 
siou should exceed SOOl. Reports to Ym 
• received on Tuesday. 

Mr. C. W, Wynnt brought op a ball 
for the more eifcctoal prevention of 
Bribery aud Corrupuon ia the election 
of members of parliament. Read a fint 
time, and ordered to be lead a second 
time on Tuesday, and to be printad% 

The East India recraits bill, the bfl 
for granting licences to distilWre of 9^ 
rits in the Lowlands of Sootlaod, and 
the Irish loan bill, were read a third 
time and passed. — Adjourned to Tue^ 
day, 

Tii/uday^ June 5. 

PnBLIC BXPBMniTtJRE* 

8tr T. Turiim rose, m pursuance of 
his notice, to call the attention of die 
house to this subject If tliere was aor 
thing in which the right hon. gentlemen 
on the opposite side of the hoose couht 
agree with hhn, it would be in the pro- 
position he Was then about to submit. 
When H awtf considered the ewtmotm 
weight eftaxeithii county hbauredun^ 
der, aud cheerfully paid, nearly et^A^ 
mlU&nt anmtaliy, ke tkmtght the pnmc 
were at leaM enfitled to iome camiderm- 
tiony and thoutdht informed of the lafea-^ 
ner in wkick the sums they had ^rtaiy 
paid had teen txpendedy l^ore thiy were, 
called upon to contribute more J Witb 
this feeling, it was bis intention to move 
a resolution that an account of the ex- 
penditure of last year should be laid up- 
on the table of the house befbre any 
farther supplies were granted. The prac- 
tice was not withont precedents, and 
the benefit which would arise from it, 
he would venture to ni>sert, would be 
extremely great. In the Irish parlia- 
ment, in the year 1692, a resolution had 
been entered on the joanmls, which di- 
rccted, that an account of the state of 
the revenue of the nation should be laid 
before the house at the commencement 
of every session; and in October 1739, 
it had been distmctly re$oU*ed, " That 
" no money should be voted until the 
*' report of the committee of accouiiu 
" was made." If these measures had 
been practicable in Ireland, he saw no • 
reason why they could not, with the 
same facility, be adopted in this coun- 
try. He was satisfied in his own mind 
that many of the public officers wertf ' 
not sufficiently paid for their lervice^ 
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trbUe others received imroen^ incomes 
for doing nothing. Were the sums, so 
improperly devoted in the latter in- 
ttance, appropriated to the reward of 
effective officers, he thought material 
advantage would he attained, and much 
injustice avoided. When he looked to 
the naval and military expenditure, he 
could plainly see, that in those depart- 
ments there were innumerable sources 
of saving which might have been ac- 
complished this year, had the requisite 
accounts been submitted to the noose. 
In the same manner, in almost every 
other department, retrenchments might 
be made without detriment to the pabhc 
service; economy would rather be at- 
tended with the most advantageous con- 
seqneoces. The hon. gentleman then 
moved the foUowmg resolutions :— 

^ That, in order to enable the house 
^ to form a competent judgment of the 
** supply which might be dMmed requi- 
'^ site to grantt, it became the duty of 
*' the house, at the commencement of 
'*. each succeeding year, to ascertain to 
^ wliat extent the taxes of the preceding 
" year had been collected, and the man- 
** ner in which their produce had beta 
** applied. 

** Tb>a an account of the expeDdito«*es 
''. be made up to the 5th of January in 
^ each year, and be presented to the 
** house on or before the 10th uf Fe- 
^ broary following; and tba^ these re- 
^'•sotutions be made standing orders." 

Mr. Fotter observed, that in Ireland 
the accounts were made up annually to 
the 25th of March, but the session of 
parliament never commenced until Oc- 
tober; so that the accounts were in 
fact of a late date when submitted. If 
it was found impossible in Ireland, where 
the system was so small, how much 
more dithcult would it be in England, 
which was so extensive, and its con- 
nection with ^reigu accounts so in- 
tricate? 

Mr. Rou said, that by act of parlia- 
ment, the public accounts were ordered 
to be made up before t^e 25th of March 
in every year; but so ^reat was the 
pressure, ai^ so multifarious were the 
accounts, that it wa» with tlie utmost 
difficulty that this was done. As to the 
proposition submitted by the hon. baro- 
net, no diligence of any office would be 
able to accomplish the object, and 
therefore the motion would be quite in- 
effectual. 

Mr. P: Moore coatended| that it was 



morally nnpossit>]e the house could see 
their way in votii>g new supplies before 
they were acquainted with the expendi- 
ture of the old. This was the common 
dictate of domestic concerns ; for there, 
if a servant was not regularly called 
upon for his accounts, he would be free 
to take advantage of it. The same Sjrs- 
tem should take place in the public 
expenditure ; for the want of prompt 
accounts was one great cause of pecu- 
lation and abuse. The hon. gentleman 
here paid the highest compliments to 
the Finance Reports, produced under the 
auspices of the Speaker, which, as mo- 
dels of public economy, he compared 
to the Aveen Akbery, or Mirror of the 
F^iperor Akbar ; in which were so well' 
laid down the principles of public ec<v* 
nomy. — These inestimable Finance Re- 
ports might well be called the ^ Mirror 
«* of Abbot," and had the^been properly 
acted ^pon^ he verily believeaf would 
kavetaved the country a hundred million$ 
offnoneyf 

Mr. Perceval agreed with the hon. 
gentleman on the general expediency of 
bringing forward the public accounts fbr^ 
the year at ^B early a period as possible* 
and if any undue delay occurred, it 
ought to be remedied ; but he thought 
it quite impossible that the present pro* 
position could be adopted, as there were 
no means whatever of fuU^ carryiiy it 
into efiect, from the multiplicity ofao- 
cpunts that came from our naval and 
military establishments abroad, and 
which could not be checked and balan- 
ced in time, to be produced within the 
year. 

Sir 7. Turton replied, after which 
the house divided — Noes, 63 — Ayes 81. 

The petition of the freeholders of 
Gloucester against Lord Dursley waa 
after a short debate negpitired-^Ayea 
46— Noes 91. 

Sir S, Romilly stated the evils which 
resulted to society from the present sys- 
tem of tmnsporting felons. He entered 
into a statement of the vicio*JS habits 
wnich convicts in the hulks acquire pre- 
vious to their being transpOrtedi and sug- 
gested, that all possible care should be 
taken to prevent the young offenders 
from being contaminated, by compelling 
them to associate with old offenders. 
He said several acts of pariiament hnd 
provided against this mischief, and be 
wished to have them carried into effect, 
by establbbing penitentiary booses. He 
concluded by noving, ^ iW an buoi* 
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hie address be presented to his Majesty, 
that he would be graciously pleased to 
carry into effect «> much of the 19th. 
and S4th. of his present Majesty as re- 
spects the tranbportalion of felons. 

Mr. Ryder admitted that tl»e present 
-Ijrstem of transportation was not that 
which could be wished for, but at the 
«ame time he wished the subject should 
undergo a thorough consideration before 
the house should come to any decided 
opinion upon it. He therefore wished 
Jbis learned friend to withdraw his mo- 
don for tlie present, and move next 
.aessioQ that the subject should be refer- 
red (o a committee. 

Mr. Ahercrombie hoped that, as the 
^eabject was agreed upon in principle, it 
.would be acted upon until the house 
could come to a decided opinion upon 
the subject. 

Mr. Balhurst and Mr. Wilberforce de- 
precated the present system of transpor- 
tadon for small offences, and wished for 
an establishment of penitentiary hou^s, 
for the reformation af criminals, whose 
-offences were not heinous. 

The SoUdlor-General opposed the 
jnotion, but agreed that, the subject 
ANxght to be brought forward next session 
of parliament. 

Mr. Whitbread supported the proposi- 
^oo of his hon. and learned frieud, and 
wished to avoid procrastination. 

Sir S. i2ami%, in a brief reply, refused 
to withdraw bis motion. 

The house then divided^ Ayes 52 — 
Noes 69. 

Mr. Sharp rose, on the re^admission 
of strangers to the gallery, to make his 
motion on the Fifteenth Report of the 
•Committee of Naval Inquiry. He stated 
•ihat this Report related to the establish- 
ment of a naval arsenal at Northfleet. 
The hon. member at the same time de- 
scribed the royal harbours to he in a 
jUte of decay. The water at Ports- 
jnouth had fallen gradually durisg seve- 
ral years pasL The ships by bein^ com- 
•pdled to leave the harbours without 
their, stores, had occasioned great losses 
to the country. At Deptford, ships 
Gould not be coppered, but they are 
obliged to go to Long Reach to be equip- 
ped for sea. The loss of stores, and the 
great ^expence incurred by employmg 
•email "crail, bad increased the expend i- 
tare to a. very large amount, and proved 
that a naval arsenal was wanting. In 
Cbe event of p^^ce, a great part of the 
navy would not find accommodation. 
The remedy proposed was contained in 
rot, vm. 



the Report, namely, a naval ars^ial, 
where the water would be deeper than 
at Portsmouth, Plymouth, and other sea 
ports. The great improvements made 
m the north of Europe by the enemy also 
rendered the e^tablibhment of an arsenal 
highly necessary ; indeed oar ports were 
in a shameful state, and the exertions of 
the enemy at Antwerp ought to induce 
us to provide against every inconve- 
nience of the description he had pointed 
out. The hon. member concluded by 
moving for documents sent to the board 
of admiralty, respecting the state of the 
sea ports, and other information con* 
nected with his motion. 
'Mr. Vorke admitted the propriety of 
building a naval arsenal, but he did not 
think the application fur papers had 
been made at a proper time. The infor- 
mation required by the hon. gentleman 
might injure the public service, and on 
that ground he opposed the motion. 

Af^er a short debate the motion was 
negatived without a division. 

Mr. Crecvej) rose on the order of the 
day for the seVond reading of the East 
India loan hill, n«d expressed a wish to 
postpone it till the house contained more 
members. i 

Mr. P.. Dundas was for going on with 
the bill.' 

Mr. Tierncy opposed the second read- 
ing. 

Mr. Creevey then moved, that the bill 
be read a second time to-morrow. The 
house divided on the question ; Ayes 20 
— Noes 61. 

Mr. Creccey next moved to adjourn 
the house. The numbers were; Ayes 27 
—Noes 67. 

A third division ensued on the second 
reading; Ayes 14— Noes 61. The bill 
was then read a second time, and oi^ 
dered to be reported to-morrow. 
Wednesday, June 6. 
Sir C. Trice moved the order of the 
day for the^third reading of the.commer- 
cial dock bdl. 

Sir T. Turton moved a clause of com- 
pensation in favour of (he wharfingers 
that would suffer by the new works, if 
the bill was carried mto a law. 

Sir C. Trice and Mr. Hmkisson op- 
posed the clause, on the ground that the 
bill was not of a compulsory nature, nor 
was it by any means for the purpose of 
granting a monopoly to the proprietors. 
On which the house divided — for the 
clause, Ayes 6 — ^Noes 48. 

The bill was then passed and ordcr^ 
to the Lords. ^ j 
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The house resolved into a committee 
of supply, — Mr. A. Cooper in the chair. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the sum of 
10341. be issued from the exchequer to 
Mr. Read, towards payinj^ the extra con- 
stables employed durini;; the late distur- 
bances ; which after a short debate was 
agieed to. 

Mr. Perceval, after some observations, 
then moved a grant of 1^,0001. to pay 
the commissioners for the redemption of 
the land-tax fropi the year 1799. 

This grant Mr. Calcraft opposed, as 
an unnecessary ex pence to the public. 
The noble lords in question (Lords Glen- 
bervie and Auckland) had held lucrative 
situations during the whole of the period 
referred to, and had volunteered their 
sen'ices in this additional employment. 
If it required much attention, they ought 
not to, have engaged in it, as they had 
other duties, if it was an office of much 
labour, they ought to have asked a sala- 
ry long before this, that the public might 
have known at what price they were to 
have their services. It was unfair now, 
after having volunteered, to ask for com- 
pensation. He did not understand, how- 
ever, that much duty was required, and 
they had ample assistance from several 
clerks in the office, and counsel to ad- 
vise them in any cases of difficulty. 
Either the other offices they held must 
have had little duty attached to, them, 
or their additional duty as commissioners 
must have been very trifling, as he never 
knew that they were much confined by 
any of their official duties. Nobody, 
however, had yet come forward to say 
how much of their time this employment 
engaged, wliether one day in a week or 
in a fortnight, or even in a month. With 
respect to Lord Glen ber vie, he had been 
.twelve months unemployed/ in any other 
^office, and for those twelve months he 
had no objection to allow 1,0001. or 
1,12001. But with respect to Lord Auck- 
land, he was by no means disposed to 
allow so much. 

Mr. Perceval contended that the of- 
fice of surveyor-general of crown lands 
was by no means of that httle importance 
the hon. gentleman seemed to thmk, and 
that there were laborious duties attached 
to It. 

Mr. Calcraft wished to know how 
much of a man's time such an office 
might require. 

The Attorney-General observed, that 
the consumption of a man's time was a 
Terj uufair ^stuoate of the iti\port("^ce 



or duties of any office, as much de- 
pended on the talents of the person em- 
ployed. 

'The resolution was carried without a 
division. 

Mr. FoUer then moved, that the sum 
of 50,0001. be granted to the commis* 
sioners of the first fruits in Ireland, for 
the purpose of being applied to the 
building and repairing of churches, cha- 
pels, and glebe houses, in that part of 
the united kingdom. 

Sir J. Newport opposed this grant of 
the public money as unnecessary. Queea 
Anne's grant <»f thetenths andl^ first fruiu, 
he contended, was sufficient for this pur- 
pose, if duly collected. These first fruits 
1,100 parishes paid, though so very in- 
adequatelv, that no new valuation had 
been made since the time ,of Elizabeth, 
and the other 900 paid nothing. Near* 
ly the whole of this fund then wertt to 
enrich the higher clergy, whose income 
was rated at only 15441. though it leallv 
amounted to 100,0001. a year. The fiincl, 
if duly collected, would at least be 
20,0001. a year, sufficient for all the pur- 
poses proposed. He saw no reason, there- 
fore, why the people should be called on 
annually for this grant, as last year aud 
this. It was evidently to spare the higher 
clergy, on whom the burden ought to 
fall, and were very well able to afford iu 
At the same time he would not require 
these first fruits from any living under 
1501. a year. 

Mr. Perceval said the question was, 
if they would now afford the necessary- 
assistance or not. The present grant 
would not prevent the hon. baronet from 
introducing any permanent measure witk 
respect ^to the first fruits, at any future 
period, but some assistance was in the 
mean time wanted. 

Lord Milton thought that before ac- 
ceding to such a grant, they ought ta 
have more information on the subject. 
He was against voting away the public 
money in the dark. 

After some farther conversation the 
resolution was, however, adopted, and 
the house having resumed, the report 
was ordered to be received to-morrow. 

BERRSniRE Pr.TITIONS. 

Mr. C. Dundat presented a petilion 
from the geiKlemen, clergy, and free- 
holders, of the county of Berks, in coun* 
ty assembled, at Heading, on the Cth 
inst. praying foi; a reform in the cond* 
mons house of parliament. Ordered te 
lie OQ the table. 
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He presented also a petition from the 
same body of electors, praying for the 
liberation of Mr. Gale Jones and Sir F. 
Burdett. 

Mr. DuTidas moved, that it lie on the 
Uble. 

Mr. Perceval trusted that the house 
would not so far degrade itself as tu ad- 
mit any petition of this description, 
which impeached the conduct and inte- 
grity of the house, and stated it to have 
violated the rights and liberties of the 
people. The petition was a distmct and 
undisguised attack on the conduct and 
honour of the house, and odght to be 
rejected. 

Mr. Whithread could not discover a 
single indecorous word in the petition. 
Would the house of commons say, that 
no petition was to he received which 
alleged the existence of grievances, or 
complained of any part ol' the proceed- 
iagt ot tbe bouse r Was the house of 
oonjiiions to deem itself infallible ? for 
10 fur the doctrine of the right hon. gen- 
tleman would go. Suppose a petition 
was to be &ent up next year, complaiu- 
iog of the right hon. gentleman's system 
of finance, would they immediately re- 
ject It, becHUse it alleged that system to 
be obnoxious to the interests of the peo- 

t? Every petition then, in order to 
leceived, must say yuu have done no 
ill; you have acted as you ought to have 
done; you are a perfect house of com- 
mons, and all you do is right. You take 
no improfier means of procuring a ma- 
jority, nor do you ever look for votes 
out of the house ! If the people are at 
tU to complain, they must complain 
of something they consider as an injury, 
or a grievance. Could the house say 
that their conduct had afforded no ground 
^r complaint, when it was now the sub- 
ject of inquiry betore aiiotlier court ? — 
Alter all that had happened, could they 
say there was no room for complaint, 
nor any ground for petitioning ? Peti- 
tions had before been rejected ; but the 
lejection of this would form the very 
dimax ot rejection^ as be did not see a 
disrespectful word it contained, provi- 
ded the people were allowed to make 
any complaint. They onjy tell you you 
Aay have been wrong in the late pro- 
ceedings, and that you are not all wbe 
tsyou are all powerful. 

bir J. viewport thought it impossible 
to couch a petition in more moderate 
»onU. Petitioners must be allowed to 
•^y that the house had do()e vvroog, or 



on what grounds could they found their 
pretensions? They disapproved of the 
imprisonment of the persons alluded to ; 
and whether right or wrong, they had a 
right to do so, or you must refuse the 
right of petitioning entirely. If the free- 
holders of Berks were dlarmed by the 
proceedings of the house, they had a 
right to express that alarm, and their 
regret that the people of this country 
were likely to suffer. In Wilkes's time 
the house had rejected several petitions 
on the same grounds, but had afterwards 
rescinded the very proceedings that had 
been complained of, and in this way ac- 
knowledged their own fallibility. 

Mr. liyder would have been the last 
man to oppose the receiving of the peti- 
tion, did he believe that it was couched 
in respectful language, or even had been 
intended to be so. Was it respectful 
language to say, that this house had in- 
flicted an injury on the people ? How 
could the house receive a greater in«ult 
than to be informed that their proceed- 
ings were imperious, and a ground of 
grievance to the people. 

Mr. Brougham supported the petition, 
and contended that there was not the 
remotest analogy between it and the pe- 
tition that had been rejected last night, 
which was in fact not a petition from 
Gloucester, but from six electors only of 
that county. The ground on which that 

fietition was rejected was very different, 
t alleged that a member of that house 
had no right to his seat there, wiihout ha- 
ving any interest or connection with the 
subject, and without offering to pr^ve 
tbe allegations made. That petition 
was rejected on the distinct ground, that 
it offered no proof in support of the al- 
legations made. Whatever the nature 
of these allegations had been, had the 
petitioners offered to prove them, he for 
one would have voted for entertaining 
the petition. 

Sir S. Romilly said, that it became 
the house to consider well what they 
were doing, before I hey rejected a peti- 
tion on the grounds tliat had been stated. 
— ^The truth was, if they rejected the 
petition, it could not be on the ground 
of oflensive language, which he did not 
beUeve it to contain, but on account of 
its matter and object. Ministers ap- 
peared as if they here ineiini to make a 
stand against all petitions. lie would 
advise the house to pause before thev 
decided, and therefore moved, that the 
debate be adjounwd till tu-morrow. 
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Mr. Stephen^ in a speech of much 
wattnthy opposed the petition, and con- 
tended, that the vote of last night fonn- 
ed a precedent for its rejection. The 
imprisoument of Sir F. Bardett was now 
become a question in a court of law, 
and must be referred to a jury of the 
country. The petitioners^ therefore^ 
could haye no rational object in view, 
but to intulrthe bouse, as their petition 
could not lead to any useful end. His 
objection was not to the words of the 
petition only, but to its substance and 
objpct. 

Lord MiUon supported the petition, 
though he regretted that it had been 
presented, and much lamented the spirit 
that seemed to be gone abroad in hosti- 
lity to the privileges of the house. He 
thought the language of the petition 
strong, but because it differed from the 
sentiments he entertained, that was no 
reason why he should reject it. 

Mr. Barham said, if he thought the 
petition disrespectful he should certainly 
vote against it ; but instead of this, it 
discovered a studied desire not to give 
o0ence. 

Mr. XocH^ir/' thought the best way 
of preserving the right of petition was 
to prevent its abuse. The petition in 
substance was insulting, however ex- 
pressed ; he should therefore vote for its 
rejection. 

Mr. C. Dundat defended the charac- 
ter of the freeholders of Berkshire, whom 
he had the honour to represent. Did 
the house know them as well as be did, 
they could not for a moment conceive 
that they could by this petition have in- 
tended an insult to the bouse. The 
meeting was numerous and respectable, 
and distinguished by some of the first 
names in that or any other county. 

Sir J. Hull reprobrated the assertion 
which appeared on the face of the peti- 
tion, that the conduct of the house was 
the cause of shedding innocent blood. 
That was surely occasioned by the wan- 
ton and boyish conduct of the ban. ba- 
ronet now in the Tower. 

Mr. G. Vansiitart regretted the ex- 
pressiiin alluded to, which he tbonrrht 
extremely unguarded; at the same time, 
knowing the high respectability of many 
of the gentlemen who attended the meet- 
ing, he could not suppose this meant a 
premedittRed insult to the house, lie 
thererore wished the petition to be re- 
ceived. 

Sir T. Turton contended, that the 



petition merely said, that the shedding 
of innocent blood was the conseqoence 
of calling out a military force, and he\ 
would say, that if the mmistry had been 
only equal to even the Piccadilly expe- 
dition, tbev would have quelled the tiH' 
mults by the civil power. If the house 
was to be so nice as to the wording of 
petitions, let us, in God's name, draw 
up a form of petition, and circulate it 
among the people, telling them they 
most follow that, fbr nothing else wiil^ 
be accepted. 

Mr. Yorke observed, that the princi- 
ples of the constitution, and the prac- 
tice of the best times, equally demanded 
that the Ring and the two branches of 
the legislature, should be addressed in 
decent and respectful language. Thi9 
was not the charcter of the present pe- 
tition, which, in his opinion, was intend* 
ed to convey a direct insult on the 
house. Oh the subject of the privileges 
of the house, he observed, with sincere 
regret, that an almost Cimmerian dark* 
ness seemed to be spieading aibong the 
people, and that what be would almost 
call a judicial blindness seemed to pre- 
vail among many, when it had been so 
often said of late, t^at these privileges 
did not form a part of the law of Uie 
land. He hoped the time was not far 
distant, when the minds of men, so much 
misled at present, would be set right bv 
the best and highest authority. With 
regard to his own conduct, in bringing 
the libel of Mr. Gale Jones under the 
notice and censure of the house, upon 
the most mature reflection, he was satis- 
fied of its propriety and ejrpediency! — 
Every thing that had passed, both before 
and since, satisfied his mind that it wag . 
full time to make a stand against the 
system of defamation and hbellous at- 
tack,, that was too prevalent out of doors.! 
With regard to his own conduct he had 
nothing to apologize for, and nothing to 
retract. But upon whose head lay the - 
spilling of innocent blood ? He would 
say, upon that of Sir F. Burdett, and 
on his head it would lie till the day of 
judgment. 

Mr. Brand shortly supported the mo- 
tion for receiving the petition. 

Mr. Creevey said, he felt himself call- 
ed upon to notice the asset tion of the 
right hon. gentleman, that his hon. friend 
now in the Tower, had brought upon his 
liead the blood of innocent men. Now 
his hon. friend, by the resistance which 
he pive to the warraat, was only assert* 
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iB| what, in his opinion, was the con^i- 
tational right of every Englishman. He 
mieht with as much justice say^ that the 
right hon. gentleman had brought this 
blood oh his own head, by first agitating 
the business of Gale Jones, which led 
to all the unfortunate consequences 
which ensued. But since the right hon. 
gentleman claimtd to himself, in that 
matter, all purity of motive, and inten- 
tJou, he had no right to impute motives 
to Sir F. Burdctt. 

Mr. Yarke replied, that his conscience 
M\y acquitted him on that head, and 
that he had the proud consolation of 
thinking, that in what be hud done he 
had the preyioos sanction of that highly 
re«pected character, Mr. Windham, wlio 
oatortunately for the privi}e<*es of that 
house, and for the security of good« go- 
Tcmmenr, was now remoted from the 
cares of this world. 

The bouse then divided, when there 
appeared, — For receiving the petition, 
Ayes, 36— Noes 78. 

The petition was therefore thrown out. 

On the motion of Mr. Perceval, the 
Teport of the committee of supply rela- 
ting to the grant to,the poor clergy, was 
taken into briber consideration. 

Mr. Whiibread really thought we 
ought to look into the bosom of the 
dfrurcb itself for this supply, and that 
those who are more richly beneficed, 
should contribute to the assistance of 
their poorer brethren. Let us then call 
upon the hierarchy to consider what the 
situation of the lower classes of the cler- 
gy really wab. He was not inclined to 
assent to the vote, unless he saw the 
church more disposed to distribute from 
its own affluence, how much soever he 
might be inclined to relieve the distresses 
of the poor clergy. 

Mr. Percera/ did not think it neces- 
sary agani to go at any length into the 
present subject. With respect to the 
idea of distribution of church property, 
the effect would be that of reducing the 
richer clergy to a level which he would 
not tvibh to see. He thought the house 
must see there ifvere good grounds for 
proposing the vote. 

Ihe resolution was then put, and car- 
ried. 

Mr. Perceval moved the third reading 
of the lottery bill. 

Mr. Whitbread opposed the bill in an 
eloquent and argumentative speech. — 



Even under the reformed syMem ifitro* 
duced by the right hon. gentleman, the 
utmost misery and vice were caused hf 
the lottery system. It was quite ridicu- 
lous to suppose that the plans of those 
who carried on the nefarious business 
of insurance, could be caUnteracted by 
any act of parliament. Not two minutes 
waHc from that house, these insurances 
were going on under the cloak ol lottery 
offices. The hon. gentleman represent- 
ed, in strong terms, the mischievous ef^ 
fects that were produced even- in country 
villa<;es, by the hapd-bills and advertise- 
ments, which seduced even the peasant 
to spend his nK>ney in these delusive 
speculations. And, after all, where was 
the necessity for the lottery } It 00I7 
raised about 350,0001. which was paltry 
indeed, compared with the millions that 
were raised from the country by other 
means.' 

Mr. Scrape Bernard observed, that 
even the bill itself admitted that lotteries 
were a nuisance, for it prohibited lottery 
offices to be opened near the two uni- 
versities. \ 

Mr. Perceval did really conceive, that 
under the regulations by which tlie state 
lotteries were now conducted, all the 
^vils were removed, the former eiistence 
of which had furnished such strong 
grounds for an appeal to the feelings of 
the house. 

Mr. Wilherforee opposed the hiH. 

The house then divided, when the 
numbers were, Ayes 61 — Noes 84. 
' The bill was then read a third time 
and passed. 

Thursday f JuneT. 

Mr. Foster moved the third reading of 
the Irish stemp duties bill. 

Sir J. Newport observed, that the bill 
Would prove highly oppressive to indivi- 
duals, and the augmentation of the tax 
on receipts and advertisements, be con- 
tended, would prove unproductive; and 
he embraced the present opportunity of 
entering his protest against tiie Irish bu- 
.siuess being brought forward at so late a 
period of the session. 

Mr. Foster observed, that the Irish 
budget could not be submitted to the 
house until the ways and means for this 
country were voted, as the Irish loan 
could not be contracted for until the 
loan for Great Britain was made. 

The bill was then read a third time^ 
and passed. 
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ttzsSAes mou his majesty. 

Mr. Perceval delivered a message 
irom the Kiiig^ to the following eflfect : 

** G. R. — Hit* Majesty feels it neces- 
^ sary to iofonn bis faithful house of 
* Comnionsy that the salary allowed to 
^ the lord lieutenant of Ireland was 
** raised in the year 178S to 20,0001. per 
" aonum^ but it was found inadequate 
** to the due maintenance of that impor- 
^ taut office, bis Majesty therefore re- 
^ commends to the house to consider of 
^ the means to make such augmentation 
'^ !• the same as is sufficient to the due 
^ support and dignity of that high and 
•* elevated office.*^ 

Mr. Ferceval said, that the reason 
mhy the subject was brought under the 
cousideratiou of the house after the sup« 

Cy of the year was closed, was, because 
i bad not the necessary information on 
the subject. The only doubt was as to 
the fund from Which such augmentation 
Ckf the salary of the lord lieutenant should 
be taken^ and whether or not it could 
be defrayed out of the civil list of Ire- 
land. He gave notice that it was his in- 
teation^ to-morrow^ to move an address 
on the subject to his Majesty, but no- 
thing would be done in the business tiill 
next session, to give time to enquire into 
the state of the civil list of Ireland. 

Sir J. Noi^port and other members 
wished to know what augmentation was 
iotended to be proposed ? 

Mr. Perceval said, 10,0001. 

The bouse resolved itself into a com- 
nlttee on the Irish arming bill, on the 
motion of Mr. Fole ; Mi . Lushington in 
the chair. 

Mr. Pole moved, that the blank in the 
bill be iiiled up with the words ** two 
jears." 

After some remarks, the bill passed 
through the committee, and the report 
was ordered to be received to-morrow. 

THE LATE MR. WINDUAM. 

Lord Milton rose to move that the 
Spertker do issue Itis warrant for the 
election of a member for Higham Fer- 
rarS, in the room of the right hon. Wil- 
liam Windham, deceased. The noble 
lord then proceeded under the influence 
of strong emotion, to say, that he felt it 
a duty to the memory of this eminent 
nan, now no more, that his death 
should not go unnoticed and unlamented 
in that house, however inadequate his 
own talents and his own feelings might 
be on such an occasion, lie then 
iauQcbed out into a very high panegyric 



on the character of his light hon. friend^ 
and likewise on that of another deceased 
statesman, Mr. Burke. 

Mr. Canning could not suffer the mo- 
tion to pass without adding a slight tri- 
bute to the character of an eminent man, 
to which the noble lord bad so feeliqgly 
done justice. It was the peculiar praise 
of th« person whose loss we deplored, 
that he above all other men steered his 
course through life without appearing to 
court the approbation of others ; but he 
hit behind hira that which was supenor 
to the popularity of the day — a lastine 
and ihiperisbable reputation. If at all 
times his loss woulo have produced a 
chasm deeply to be deplored, there ne- 
ver was a time when it would be more 
deeply felt than at present, when, from 
a deep and conscious sense of public 
duty, he was manfully exposing himself 
in the cause of his country. Some might 
suppose that at times he carried the oesi 
principles to a degree ofexctii or extror 
vagance ! There was one circumstance 
to which he could not help adverting : — 
it was, that this eminent man represent- 
ed one of' tliose borovghsy which by many, 
were reckoned blots and deformities in 
our constitution. Having been once the 
represeutaiive of a large and populous 
city, the tide of popular favour turned 
against him, and he lost bis election. It 
therefore appeared that those very im- 
perfections of our constitution might be 
turned to good account, for it was to 
one of those very deformities that we 
had been so long indebted for possessing 
among us such distinguished taieuts, and 
such eminent acquirements. 

A new writ was then ordered. 

Mr. Rose pursuant to notice, rose ta 
move f(»r leave to bring in a bill for the 
increase of seamen. His object was to 
encourage the increase of merchant sea-^ 
men. His plan was for the establish* 
menc of naval seminaries on the coastSji 
where boys might have a due initiatiou 
into the profession of a seamen, for four 
or five years. The source from whence 
boys should be drawn, he proposed to 
be that of the parish paupers. Of these 
there were about 90,000. and their ex-« 
pence would not cost government more 
than 5i. each. This supply would keep 
up a succession of seamen to the amount 
of seven thousand every year. He stated^ 
that owing to the seve*'e operation of the 
impress service, in some instances, the 
commanders of ludiamen have been o« 
bliged to go out without having a re|^a* 
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lar bred seaman on board. This roi^bt 
ba?e been the cause of the loss of so 
many ships in that service. A captain 
bad i^one out some years ago with bis 
crew similarly circumstanced ; after,how- 
ever, he bad made them all seamen, 
they were all taken from him. He then 
CODcladed by moving, that leave be gi- 
ven to bring in a bHl to mcrease the 
number of persons bred to the sea ser- 
vice. 

Mr. W. SmUh appoved of the profess- 
ed object of the nght hon. gentleman's 
motion. 

Mr. WUberforce was friendly to any 
plan that was likely to multiply the con- 
nection between the navy and the* coun- 
try. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Lyttkton s:ud^ that it might be 
naturally expected, that in consequence 
of a recent event personally affecting his 
royal highness the Duke of*Cumhf rland, 
he would either altogether wave the mo- 
tion he had to make, or defer it for some 
time; the formerly would frankly ac- 
knowledge, he was determinexl no cir- 
cumstances should have induced him to 
have done, and as to the propriety of 
postponing it, he was willing to give 
every accommodation in this respect to 
his royal highness, that his friends could 
reasonably require ; but he had, on that 
day, received an intimation from a gal- 
lant officet then in his eye, that it was 
the wish of his royal' highness that he 
should bring forward the business of 
Captain Foskett as soon as possible; ac- 
cordingly he shmild now proceed to do 
to. He was awure of the situation in 
which be stood. He would not shrink 
from its responsibility, notwithstanding 
the prejudice against public accusers. 
He thought that the ground on which 
an upright disinterested public accuser 
stood, the highest eminence upon which 
an honest public man could be placed. 
The hon. gentleman proceeded to state 
the difierent grounds of co^nplaint treat- 
ed on in the petition, particularly building 
his argument on this declaration of the 
regulations of the army* that where a 
sem'or officer presents himself, as willing 
to purchase, he should be preferred. 
Captain Foskett had done so, and yet 
his application was neglected. He af- 
terwards, at the end of several months, 
obtained an audience of the commander 
in chief, and declared himself ready to 
purchase. — He was then examined^ whe- 



ther he was the senior officer of the regi- 
ment, a fact of which, till then, the com- 
mander in chief seemed to be ignorant. 
He next noticed the duels in which Cap- 
tain Foskett had been concerned, and of 
which he had given a detail in his pam- 
phlet. He referred to the systematic re- 
fusal of leave of absence, which CapCatn 
Foskett complained of, as a serious grie- 
vance. He concluded by moving, firsts 
two resolutions of fact, as they had been 
stated by him ; and a third resolution^ 
that the commander in chief had not 
done his duty by the King and the arraj 
in this case. And, if these passed, \m 
intended to move an address to the Kin^ 
that he would order the commander ia 
chief to report according to the articles 
of war. 

The first resolution being put. 
Gen. Crawford, after stating that he 
would not enter into a contest with tbc 
hon. gentleman in personalities, defend^ 
ed himself from the imputation of having 
taken the part of the accused premature- 
ly. Tlie Duke of Cumberland and the 
commander in chief had been accused of 
injustice, tyranny, and oppression, and 
it was his duty to take the earliest op- 
portunity of meeting these charges,whicli 
lie had done from the documents which 
had been placed in his hands for that 
purpose. The hon. general then stated, 
that the refusal to promote Capt. Fos- 
kett in that legiraent was perfiM:tly jus« 
tified by the statement of the command- 
ing oflficer, who had given it as his opi- 
nion, whicfi he was bound to declare 
when requirerl, that Captain Foskett was 
unfit to command a squadron — but a dis- 
tinction had been taken, and out of m^ 
dulgence to Captain Foskett he had been 
offered a majority in a regiment of infan- 
try. As to the exchange by which a se^ 
nior officer was introduced as major into 
the regiment, this was perfectly com- 
mon in the army. He pronounced a high 
panegyric on the Briti!>h troops, and 
concluded by declaring his detestation 
of injustice, tyranny, and oppression. 
These would never find an advocate in 
him; but the very reverse had been dis- 
played throughout in the conduct of the 
accused. He moved the previous ques- 
tion on the first resolution, proposing to 
, negative the rest. 

Mr. Whitbread supported the motion. 
He defended the conduct of Capt. Fos- 
kett, and read vanous documents^ a- 
mongst others^ letters from Sir R. Wil- 
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son and Col. Askew, bii^hly creditable 
to the conduct of tbaC o£cer fas a gen- 
tleman and a soldier. 

Strangers were ordered to withdraw ; 
'but uo division took place, and the mo* 
lion was negatived. * 
. Tiie other ordei'S of the day where 
ihen disposed of, and the house ad- 
journed. 

Friday, June 8. 

The order of the day being read 
for the bouse to go into, a committee 

pa the CHARITABLE DONATION bill. 

. Mr. Wilitetforce said, be brought 
jn the bill in consequence of private 
infxjrmatioD which he received from 
▼arious quarters of frauds Mrhich had 
been practised, and abuses that pre- 
vailed, with respect to estates left for 
(rharitablc purposes. He however 
found that a great variety of opinions 
prevailed on the subject as to the 
mode of correcting the evil, and 
therefore he was anxious that it 
should be duly considered, and he 
expressed his earnest desire that the 
house should keep its attentibn fixed 
on the business, as being the gwur- 
dians of the poor, and see that the 
money left to charitable institutions 
should be properly and justly ap- 
plied. He vi'ould not press the bill 
the present session, but moVed that 
it be committed this day 3 months, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. /. Smith presented a petition 
from the county of Nottingham, 
signed by 4000 persons, praying for 
the release of Sir Francis Burdett 
and Gale Jones, and for parliamen- 
tary reform, which was ordered to 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. Calcraft said, he held in his 
kand a similar petition from several 
respecrable persons in the city of 
Rochester. He trusted there was a 
truce with respect to the rejecting 
the petitions of the people, and that 
lie would hear nothing farther of ver- 
bal criticism. He then brought up 
the petition, which was read by the 
clerk, and was laid on the table. 

Mr. Staniforth presented an ad- 
dress and declaration from a number 



of persons in Kiogston-upon^Huli, 
similar to the counter-declaration 
from the city of London, which was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. Homer brought up the report 
otthe BULLION coMMiTTBi, which 
was ordered to be laid on the table. 
The hon. member observed, that it 
was too late in the present session to 
take the report into consideration, 
but he would move early in the next, 
that it should betaken into the most 
serious consideration of the house. 
It was a subject of great importance 
as anynhat related to the domestic 
economy of the country, as affecting 
our commerce, and in which nqj^ 
only the government was interested, 
but also every class of the commu- 
nity. It was unmixed witb any 
party consideration whatever, and 
demanded the serious attention of 
parliament. He concluded by mo- 
ving that the report be printed, which 
was ordered accordingly. 

LIBERTY or CONSCIENCE. 

Rlr. Whitbrcad said, he held in bis 
hand two petitions, one signed by a 
few protestants, and the other by se- 
veral respectable protestants and 
Roman catholics, praying that those 
penal acts might be repealed which 
militated against the liberty of con- 
science. He accordingly presented 
one of the petitions, which was read 
by the clerk. The hon. gentleman 
expressed his entire concurrence with 
the sentiments of enlightened tolera- 
tion contained in these petitions. He 
thought it the duty of every man to 
search the scriptures, and having de* 
termined according to the best of his 
judgment upon those opimons best col" 
culated to influence that conduct in 
this life as would lead to eternal hap- 
piness iu another. He had no right 
to impose a bond upon the consciences 
of others, it was an abuse of religion 
to do so, and of all abuses, that was 
surely the most dreadful. The won- 
der would be, hereafter, that it had 
been abused so long. He agreed with 
the advocates for liberty of con* 
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science, that in conforming tp their 
wishes, to have the penal restrictions 
against religion removed, would not 
be incompatible with the f)oun!ihing 
state oi the country^t He felt prou^ 
that ha had been selected to present 
these petitions, which were put into 
his band by a venerable and worthy 
character, Mr* Wyvil, who enforced 
the purest doctrines, and acted up 
tP th<^ ; and who had spent a labo- 
rious, useful, industrious, and inno- 
cent life in the most laudable pur- 
suits, the remnant of which w«uld 
be sweetened,, if he was instrumca- 
tal in having these restrictions re- 
moved. 

The petition was ordered to be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. IVhitbrcad presented the se- 
cond petition, which was to the same 
effect as the ^rmer. 

Mr. W, Smith said he could not 
refrain from saying a few words. 
He agreed in opinion with his hon. 
friend, and concurred in the princi- 
ples laid down in the petition, which 
were just and well founded. If the 
house shut their eyes against the 
prayers of the petition, the catholics 
could not expect to be emancipated. 
Me was against the word toleration, 
as it implied a forbearance to act 
where there was no right, as the li- 
berty of conscience could not be un- 
controuled. 

The petition was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

(The following is a copy of the 
petition read by the clerk.] 

THE christians' PETITION. 

^ To the honourable the Commons of 
this united hingdom in parliament 
assembled^ The humbk Petition of 
the undersigned Christians in lehaff 
of themselves^ and others who agree 
with them in considering absolute 
^berttf of conscience respecting re- 
ligion to be the unalienable right of 
aU men, 

" SheIwetH) That it is the duty 
of all men, to examine as diligently 
as may be in their powe; the doc- 

VOL. TIH. 



trines of religtoD ; ^nd after such tit-' 
ligent examination, to adopt and tq 
profess what may appear to them to 
be the truth ; and that in the per- 
formance of that duty men ought 
not to be obstructed or discourage<ly 
or otherwise tempted to act hypocri- 
tically by any law, tending to bias 
them in the course of such examina- 
tion of the doctrines of religion^ by 
subjecting them in the eaae of their 
dissenting from the doctrine of any 
established church, to su^r deatk 
by bumiiig of otherwise } or to sufier 
any ^rporal ot pecuniary punish- 
ment, or be injured io their repata« 
tion by any disability more or ksi 
disgraceful* 

'* That your petitbners acknow* 
ledge with high satisfaction, that in 
the present reign considerable pnn 
gross has been made tt)wards the full 
restoration ofthe rights of conscience 
by the wisdotn of parliament and the 
beuiguity of the King, rescinding 
various laws in whole or in part 
which wen^ violations of those rights: 
yet since other penal laws . not less 
iiijurious to those rights remain un- 
repealed ; since some of these laws 
subject to corporal punish meots or 
pecuniary penalti(>s; others, as in 
the case of Iho Test laws passed in 
the reign of Charles II. subject to 
dittgrace, disability and privation of 
civil rights, persons whose only of' 
fence it, tt, tlutt in conformity With 
their duty, they have examined the doc- 
trines of religion^ and by such exami . 
nation lutve been inducci to embrace 
Ofid to prqfe$s religious opinwns dif- 
ferent from the doctrines of the esta- 
blished church ; your petitioners feel 
it to be their duty humbly, but ear- 
nestly to remonstrute against the 
longer continuance of any of these 
intolerant laws ; and they do in con- 
formity with the premise's expressly 
petition thishonourable house, that e- 
very such unjutitlaw may be repealed, 
and the rights of conscience may thus 
be restored to all the subjects of this 
united kingdon) ; at the same time 
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they declare to this honourable count of infonnaKty, has been kept 

houte, that if th« legislature of our becki 

country should not feel thomselvct Mr. Yorke rose, in pursuance oC 
convinced, as j^ur petitioners do, the notice he had given, to move- 
that every trace of iololerance oui^ht "That an humble address be pr&- 
toboimmediatelyexpungedfromour sented to hi* Majesty, that he be 
statute^, yf't if the repeal or roodift-» graciously pleased to have a monti- 
cation of any of our intolerant laws ment erected, with a suitable 1n- 
sKonkl now take place, particularly scription, to the memory of the kte 
if *he Test laws, as far as they afi^ct l/)rd CoMrngwood, in St. Paul's ca- 
ouf miiitary force by sea and laiv^, thedral, for the gallant and distin- 
sho«Vl now be repcttlfd, your pelt* guishcd services rendered to his 
ti<>iiere would view with sincere gra* country, and that the house would 
til tide any «ocb measure, as a still make good the expences of the same.^ 
farthiT advance towards the com- Mr. TFy^me observed, that thougli 
piete r«(toration of the rights of coti- a Ihotinment was voted to be erected 
sci<*nct^, and at this crisw would con* If years ago to the memory of Lord 
si)^ it as having a salutary tendency * Rodney, yet it had not yet been 
to allay religious aniraositicc, and to erected* 

unite the great masi» of ;fhe coimnu* llie motion was put and agreed 

nJtyV in a zealous d^itceof the em- ' to nem. con. 
piro against the meditated 'fttttick of privilf.oe. 

oor gigatiticand all-grasping enemy* Mr. JF. Wynne rose to make his 

Andyourpetitioners shall ever pray/' promised motion respecting the late 

Tb ^ The Chmtkm^ PeiUkm for proceedings adopted by the house, ' 

'* liberty •/* Conscience*^ the signa- in consequence of the action com- 

tures annexed, by Roman catholics raenced on the part of Sir Francis 

members of the church of England, Burdett against the Speaker and-the 

and Protesmnt dissenlcrs, which are Serjeant : here the hon. gentleman 

contained in sixteen duplicates, ar- went at a considerable length into 

mount to, viz.— Namet, a previous commentary on the pro- 

lo the duplicate from ceedings and re port of the committee 

Shefik'ld . . . .' . 73 to which (he notices of action served 

*ln thai from Richtnofid *. (J8 upon the Spealccr had been referred, 

Newcastle . . . \ •• 40 He said, that the doubts he had. 

Hurt *9 from the first, entertained of the 

Ijeeds r 15G propriety of pleading — subsequent 

Derby 1 83 considemtion had rather contributed 

I^oughborough . • .60 to increase than to remove. He was 

York and Wakefield . , 29 afraid that pleading to the King*s 

Stockton • 40 Bench left room for the construction ' 

Nottingham .... 19O that that tribunal was the judge of 

I/mdon 117 the privileges of that house. If the 

Exeter I09 judgment of that court should be in 

Taunton . . » . . 84 favour of their privileges, was it to 

Clocester 62 be supposed that their privileges 

Birmingham .... 130 were confirmed by such a decision f 

Norwich 170 or, on the other hand, that m case 

~« — (nu duubt a most improbable one,) 

Total araount . . I,560 the decision was as^ainst their privi- 

le^es, how was the house to proceed 

NR. A duplicate from Manches- in the assertion of them? lie con- 

ter conjainit^ 93 signatures, on ac- anved it to be a mi^Kim, that where 
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the privileges of the house were vio- 
iatei the bouso s^ra^ndercd those 
priyilegea if they refused or declined 
to assert them: — they were bound to 
thcw respect, for themselves, if they 
designed to secure the respect of 
others. After many other observa- 
tions, commenting in sul^stancc on 
the inconveniences and embarrass- 
ments likely to result from pleading, 
and on the danger of giving rise to 
any misapprehension that that house 
was not the sok judge of its own 
pnvileges, he concluded with mov- 
ing a resolution to the following ef- 
fect : — *♦ That whoever presumed to 
'* commence or to prosecute actions 
" against the officers of that bouse, 
'* for any proceedings taken by them 
'^ in ob^iencc to the directions of 
** that house, were guilty of a high 
" breach o{ the privileges of that 
*^ house, and that alf attornies, 
*^ counseRors, Serjeants at law, and 
** solicitors^ aiding in the prosecu- 
*' tions of tuch actions were also 
" guilty of a breach of privilege/* 
He intended if this resolution should 
be carried, to follow it up with two 
others — the «mc presuming the per- 
sons concerned in the conduct of 
the present action as acting with 
the leave of the house, and the other 
requiring the proper officer of the 
court of King's Bench to attend at 
the bar to-morrow, with copies of 
all the records and proceedings hi- 
therto had in that action. On the 
first resolution being put, 

Mr. ¥ erect al rose to oppose it, he 
could not iee the necessity of it, and 
contended that it would be a^very 
inconsistent proceeding after the 
house had agreed to plead, to punish 
those persons concerned in prosecu- 
ting that action to which they had 
resolved to plead. With respect to 
what had fallen from bis learned 
inead, as to the alleged embarrass- 
laent in which the house ^ould he 
placed in the assertion of their pri- 
vileges, if the judges decided against 
their privileges^ he did not se« why 



the learned gentleman should go out 
of the way, and presume that th^ 
court of King*s Bench would >iot do 
justice ; it was a presumption on 
which they. bad no right to argue; 
in case, however, that justice should 
not be done, a presumption which 
he repeated it was, by no means fair 
to make, still in that case he knew 
o/ no precedent where the house 
committed a chief judge for such a 
decision, he being at the tin>c of 
committal a judge. If Lord Chief 
Justice Ellenborough should decide 
contrary — 

Mr. W', It^ynne, He is a peer. 

Mr. Perceval* A peer ! exclaims 
the hon. gentleman, irregularly a- 
cross the table; but, whether or no,, 
if his lordship or other judges should 
decide contrary to the law of the 
land, he presumed, that the proper 
mode to remedy that violation of 
the duties of their station would be 
b}' impeachment, as he thought the 
resolution of the hon. gentleman 
contained a direct truth, it of course 
could not be met by a negative. 
He should therefore content himself 
with moving the previous question. 

Mr. Adam observed, that thouoh 
his right hon. friend; now absent 
from sickness in bis family, had 
said that the Speaker ought to b^ 
permitted to plead, he had, at the 
same time, maintained that sorac- 
ihing ought to be entered on the re- 
cords of the bouse to maintain it^ 
privileges. He (Mr. Adam) conten- 
ded that as the journals now stotxi 
the privileges of the house had beei) 
abandoned. If an action was or- 
dered to be defended, this would, 
standing by itself, justify the pre- 
sumption that an ^action might he 
brought; and the privileges of the 
house would be routed up — rlie or- 
dinary business of the house could 
hardly proceed if the Speaker were 
thus to be liable to perpetual pro- 
cesses. 

The Solicitor General supported 
the arguments of Mr. Perceval, and 
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eontemled, tfat it vas discretionary 
with tbe house, whether to exercise 
its authority or not» and that the 
analogy of tne Habeas Corpus writ 
was strictly in point. As to the 
ftlleged difTercnce of notice, it was 
• mere trifling evasion, as all the 
country knew of these things. Be- 
fore this resolution was offered, the 
honourable gentleman ought to have 
proposed to expunge all the fonrier 
proceedings of the house on this 
aubjcct. 

Lord Temple had from the begin- 
ning disapproved of the order to the 
Speaker to plead, and now protested 
against the measure, 

Mr. IVynne replied, and after a 
few words from Mr. P. Moore, in 
favour of a retolytion for disagreeing 
with tbe report of the committee, 
the house divided. 

For the resoultion 14 — Against 
it 74 — Majority 60. 

Mr. Perceval moved the conside- 
ration of his Majesty's message re- 
lative to the SALARY OF THE LORD 
LIEVTEKAVT OF IRELAND. Thc 

message being read, 

Mr. Perceval observed, that no 
increase had been made 4o tbe sala- 
ry of this office since J783, when it 
had been raised to ^Q^OOOl. He un- 
derstood that the expenditure far 
txcccded this, and the only apology 
he had to make was, for not having 
brought the subject fopvard sooner, 
He concluded by moving an address 
t^ his Majesty, praying that he 
would be pleased to grant an addi- 
tion of 10,0001. this year, and that 
the house would make good the 
same. The qqestipn, as to the Irish 
civil list, would come before the 
house next sessiop, and then some 
permanent fund would be appointed 
to defray thi^ addition. 

Mr. Tighe opposed the addition, 
observing that the office had since 
the union become little more than a 
Vinecurc. 

Mr. ^. TitzgerqU defcptfcd it, as 
H most proper ieprcase. 



Sir /. Newport opposed it, be- 
cause no sufficient parliamentary 
ground had at present been laid for 
it, and moved an amendment to that 
eflect. 

Mr. W. Pole said, that the addi^ 
tion had been recommended by him 
without any communication with 
the Duke of Richmond on the sub- 
ject. On inquiry at the comptroller's 
of the household, he found that the 
expence was from 38 to 39,00dl. a 
year, and that the Duke of Bed* 
ford's expenditure had been rather 
more. 

Mr. Huskisson heartily sqpported 
the increase. 

Mr. H. Martin, Mr. Lyttleton^ 
Mr. Pamell and Mr. Bankes opposed 
It, on the ground (hat no sufficient 
explanation had as yet been given 
to the house to shew its necessity. 

Mr. Grattan^ Mr. Ttemei/^ Mr. 
Bathurst^ Mr. WUberforce^ and Mr, 
Giddy opposed the grant. 

Lord Dyson^ Mr, Per^ev&f, and 
Mr. Croker supported it. 

The house then divided ott Mr, 
BapkiVs amendment — thc numbers 
were — Ayes 51 — Noes 95. 
Saturday, Juke 9. 

The Speaker, on the requisition 
of the deputy usher of the black lod, 
went to the house of lords, and on 
his return informed the bouse that 
he. had heard the royal assi-nt 
given by commission to a number of 
public and private bills. — Adjourned 
to Wednesday. 

Wednesday, Jime 13. 

PETITIONS. 

The Sheriffs of London appeared 
at the bar, and presented the peti- 
tion of the mayor, aldermen, and 
common council of the city of 
London, praying for a parliamen- 
tary reform, which was laid on the 
table, on the mption of Alderman 
Combe. 

Mr. Rebertt presented the a^ldresa 
and declaration of the magistrate^ 
and freemen of Worcester, praying 
that the house of coinmons woul^ 
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maintatn its rights aod privileges 
egainst such factious proceedings as 
tended to vilify the house, which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. P. Moore presented a petition 
from the freemen and inhabitants of 
Coventry, praying a reform in thp 
state of the representation. — Ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Lord Binning presented a petition 
from several landholders in the county 
of Haddington, coroplainin$r of the 
oppressive mode of collecting the 
property tax, which was laid op 
the table. 

MIDDLESEX PETITtOW. 

Mr. Byng presented the address, 
remonstrance?, and petition of (he 
fireeholders of the county of Middle- 
sex, complaining of the rejection of 
their former petition, and praying 
that it be recplved; which was read 
by the clerk. 

Mr. Byng niofcd that it be laii) 
pn the table. 

Mr. Ryder observed, that it was 
unnecessary for him to enter into a 
detail of the present petition, as it 
was precisely the same as that which 
had been rejected, but with some 
additions. The hon. member read a 
passage from the petition, stating, 
thai ike petitkmera had a right to 
petition^ according to the biil of' rights^ 
and it never occurred 4n the tt/rant 
reign of the detested James, to reject 
tie petitions of the people^ and that, 
in so doing, the house violated the 
law and the constitution. The Ian*- 
guage of the petition was such, that 
it was impossible that it could be 
received by the hoasc, and he would 
therefore oppose the motion for its 
fx^ing laid on the table. 

Mr. JVhitbread argued op the con* 
trary. The petitioners had a right to 
state their grievances, and the pas-* 
gage quoted by the right hon, secre* 
iary ought not to occasion its rejec* 
tion. For instance, he would ask 
tkira, if the rights of the people were 
not violated in the year 1 759> when 
^inciuber having c^ipplaincd that 



his fishery was invaded,, certain per- 
sons were ordered into the custocfy 
of the Serjeant at arms. On such 
an occasion ought a petition to be 
rejected, because it stated that par* 
liament had violated, by such con- 
duct, the law and the constitution) 
There was something in the house 
of commons, ever since the com- 
mittal of Sir Francis Burdett, full 
of inconsistency and caprice with 
respect to receiving and rejecting the 
petitions of the people, There v^as 
no rule lajd down on the subject, ex- 
cepting that they ought not to be 
received, unless they suited the crk 
tictsm of the right hon. secretary. 

Mr, Perceval said, if a petition 
was drawn up in dutiful and re- 
spectful terms, then it ought to be 
received ; but if it was intended to 
iijsult the dignity of the house, uhcn 
it ought to be rejected. In the prc- 
sentinstance, the petitioners repeated 
their offensive Janguage, and prayed 
that their petition, which had been 
rejected, shop Id be now leceived* 

The question having been pu^ 
the petition was njcctcd without 4 
division. 

SQEFmi^D PETITIOK. 

Mr. JVhttbread presented a peti* 
tion from several persons in Shef» 
field, praying for the release of Sir 
F. Burdett ahd Gale Jones, and for 
a parliamentary reform, which he 
moved should be laid on the table, 

Mr. Ryder observed, that who* 
ever attended to the language of the 
petition! must be convinced that it 
ought not to be received. Among 
other compressions it stated, that the 
privileges of the house were not the 
law of the land, and ought not to 
be acknowledged. The existence of 
the privilej^es of the house was ac» 
knowledged by a large majority, 
whose vote was disputed by the peti- 
tioners. The language of the peti- 
tion, in other particulars, was so 
insulting, that he would oppose the 
motion lor its being laid on the table. 
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liorct J^HioB vfks persuaded that 
the pcUtioo€rs, yNhom he knew, b«<l 
MO intention whatever of wilfully io- 
^Hing the dig^iity of the house. 

Mr. WaUact said, it was utterly 
irapos;&ible that the petition could be 
leceivcd, as, among other insulting 
€2£parcssioiis, it stated thot the people 
VitFC only mfwttaally reprfsatted, 
' Mf« Calcraft hoped that the hoas6 
would not ^o on rejecting the peti- 
fioDs of the people : wheo peti(ioi>» 
of a similar nature w'ere~ first prc- 
jicntedy the petitioners were used 
with decorum, aud the debate was 
adjourned to give the house time to 
consider the subject; he therefore 
Moved, that the debate be adjourned 
luiiil to-mprrow. 

Genetal TarUton supported the 
iftotioQ. 

The Attorney General xhwi^jtil the 
petition disiespcctful, aud such as 
oBght to be rejected. 

Ms. Baring spoke in favour of re* 
^ivii>g the petition. 

Mr* Sfephu thought one thing 
teif eiiceptionable in the petition, 
aifed that was the oficnsive aliusioss 
Made taspeechcs said to have been 
delivered in that house, the object 
af %hich, the petitionera asserted^ 
wastooverawethe judgies, and which 
fhe petitioners expcess theii^ hope 

She judges would treat with disdain* 
fk was irregular e%'en in tltat house 
to advert to what was said by any 
laembcr in a former debate, it was 
surely much nM)rc dangerous to the 
liberty of spe^h in parliament, that 
comments on those speeches^ often 
derived from impertect channels^ 
t^hould be permitted to lie on the 
table of th^e house* He would do 
|usti<e, however^ to the petitioners 
in one thing; they graciously admit 
that memt)ers are not to be stopped, 
tdndcred, or hurtled in their progress 
to the hpUse ; but that was all tlit) 
privilege they would allow. It was 
curious that the hon. gentleman wlfo 
presented the petition h:id been al- 
lowed the same privilege in a speech 



of his at a late public dinner; but 
even. this very moderate demand was 
refused by the spiriled patriots as- 
sembled on that occasioned. 

Mr. Whithreod observed, that as 
to allusioiis to speeches in parlia- 
ment, there was nothing novel in 
that ; for hardly a petition of this 
sort had been presented, that did 
not directly alliule to one speech de^ 
livered by the high authority which 
filled the charr» and to another by a 
right hoB. friend of his. But no no- 
tice had been taken of those quota* 
tions. - As to the assertion, that the 
petitioners meditated a dcliberaler in- 
sult, this wa^ completely rebutted 
by the testimony of a noble lor4 
(Milton), which he bore to the re^ 
spectable characters and description - 
of the persons who took the lead at 
the meeting. As to the petitioners 
not acknowledging the pnviiegei of 
the house, ^as exercised with rcgar4 
to Sir F. Eiirdetty how could that be 
imputed to them as a studied conr 
tempt, when, by the order of thii 
house, the Speaker had actually ap- 
peared and pleaded in another courts 
and when the matter was now hkely 
to go before a jury? Was it not 
monstrous, therefore, to say now^ 
that these powers were neither ques- 
tionable, nor to be qiiesttoned ; and 
that persons were not to be per* 
mittcd respectfully to present their 
opinions thereupon ? The rejection 
of the petition, would only tend to 
infiame and aggravate the feelings of 
the peophv till they blazed forth in 
a manner that would be peculiarly 
unpleasant* 

Mr. Perceval commented on those 
parts of the petition wbeirc the peti- 
tioners sAiid ** they ou^ht.not to ac* 
(knowledge the privilege of the housa 
as Exercised in the cases of Gale 
Jones and Sir h\ Burdett,*' and that 
they " entirely troiucided in the 
learned argument used by the pa-» 
triotic baronet, deeming it unan- 
swered and um^sx^crable." This 
was language which tt^ house ought 
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not to cfC€ive, and it was from the 
▼cry petition itself l^hnt he extracted 
the grounds of its rejection,. 

Mr, W. Sjnith never understood 
that k was the matter of Sir F. Bur- 
dett's Argument, but the mamier in 
which it wascxpressed, that -was the 
foundation of the pitKeedttig:! against 
him. The words of thepctition could 
only be construed to apply to tuc 
substance of that argument, and uot 
to parpcular expressioni wbich were 
«sod in it. 

Mr. Vorice wais.sorry to say, 4hat 
the petition seemed to him merely 
an evidence of that disposition which 
was too generally abroad in the 
Country, to bring down the charac- 
ter of the bouse of commons, and to 
treat it with contempt, f^o^ he for 
one was resolved to set his face 
against that system of detraction, 
J^Dowbig that nothing could prove 
more detrimental to the trtie interests 
of the country. Did not the peti- 
tioners declare, that they adopted 
the whole of that pamphlet, which 
the house had pronounced a scanda- 
lous libel, and for which its author 
had been, in his opinion, mo«t piY>> 
perty committed to the Tower f He 
wbhed to take that opportunity of 
explaining an expression which had 
been erroneously ascribed to him by 
an hon. gentlemam oppasite (Mt^ 
Whirbread), namely, that he had 
called the t:ourt of King's Bench the 
proper tribunal for deciding the 
t|uestion as to the privilege of parlia- 
ment. No\? what he meant to state 
on that occasion was, that conceiv- 
Itig many people in the country to 
be under a great delusion on the 
subject, he thought it was a propi- 
tious circumstance that matters were 
now in such a train, that th(* opi- 
nion of the court brlow would be 
, given upon tiie privileges of that 
house, which, in his opinion, would 
be<«uch as was most likely to satisfy 
nnd undeceive tlw? sound part of the 
public, who were now under an un- 
^ortunato defuftion. This ho thought 



a fortunate ciroirastanoe, and tketo^ 
fore thQ course pursued <>n the to* 
commendation <^t the conHnittee«oif 
privileges had his full approbaiioiw 
^ Mr. /f' . JFjfnne declared his oon* 
viction, that neither the opinion oS 
twelve judges, nor the decision off- 
die house of lords, to whom tiwie. 
would be an uttlraaite appea)« oonM 
either shake the privileges of i)mz 
house of commons <)r couiirm theflk 
With regard to the presem potilto^ 
though he did n(4 approve oif m 
laognage, yet he should vote il»r ift * 
being rcconsklercd to-morroiv, «»' , 
more prudent aad cespectful to lAm 
people. 

A division then took pl^co on 'tb»- 
ajnendment pf Mr. CalcTaft,-r*N^Qi^ 
tfl — A^es, 14 — Majoiity, 47. 

The petition was therefime rejected^ 

COURTS 0« ADMiRALTV. 

Lord Cockratte began ^by statinf ^ 
his inability to cope with the taleata^- 
of the learned gentlemen who were 
likely to oppose his present motUa, 
but depended uu the strength of the 
facts which were contained in the 
paper on the taUo of the hovse. The 
noble lord then took a view tif cIm 
immense coasting trade corned on 
by France, and the crowds of fo* 
reign shipping to bo found mi out < 
ports, which last (ended in tiit woat • 
material degree to dintinisb the q'unn- 
tity of British tonnage, and ibemim* 
ber of Briti*^h scamtMu Tb«s di^ 
-we supply the sinews of war to -one 
enemy, who was less dangerous by 
his own power than the weakne^ of ' 
our own councils. If half our ibrao * 
was put forth, wo could, keep the 
whole coast of the cn<Mny, from tim 
Tibi-r to the Elbe, in a state of co»> 
stant agitation, by li^nding our foroo 
on different parts of that extended 
empire. It was Ihs opinion, that 
neither the crown, nor the servants 
of the crown, ought to derive emo* 
himents from wair; and if tlie dmitt 
of the admiralty were continued, 
they ought to be applied to the pub* 
lie service Let not the nairy bav^ 
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the mortification m seeing the fVuits 
of their toil enjoyed fcy those who 
kad no share in it. There ought to 
J^a bounty^ given, for a stimulus 
to cor seamen. The hoble lord then 
proceeded to the case which he wished 
to bring before the house. lie then 
made various quotations from the 
0f6cTi for reprisals issued at different 
timet, shewing the shares of prize 
money to which the captains were 
entitled. In the case of the capture 
of neutrals, however, he thought it 
extremely hard that the ofBcef who 
brought them in should, in the case 
of their not being condemned, be 
obliged to pay the expcnce of de- 
murrage, and all other expences, 
while at the same time, such offi- 
cers were obliged to employ the 
king's proctor only, who might also 
be retained on the other side. The 
o4se, however, which he particularly 
wished to bring under the attention 
of the house, was that of William 
Moir, which was detailed at great 
length in the papers on the table of 
the house. This man a British-born 
•nbject^ and a naturalized Dane and 
Prussian, had resided at Embden, 
where in the last war he had been 
employed by the French government 
to cover the conveyance of naval 
slores to France, by getting them 
neutralized under his own name. 
About th4! year 1804, he was again 
employed by a French consul for a 
timtlar putpose, and sereral of the 
ships being captured, he proposed 
to our government, for an adequate 
reward, to produce such documents 
as would shew they carried enemy's 
property, and thus procure their 
condemnation in our courts. This 
was acceded to ; and Sir i. Nichols, 
th^ judge advocate, recommended 
that Moir should have one fourth 
of the proceeds for his reward. This 
the noble lord contended was wholly 
unjustifiable, and compromising the 
claims of the captors. The droits of 
the admiralty amounted to eleven 
millions sterling, a sum which he 



thought to be mischievous *in the 
hands of the crown. He concluded 
by moving the following resolution^. 

** Ut Resolved, that the officers and 
^ seamen of the navy are entitled to the 
** Support and eneooragemeot of this - 
^* houses — 3d. That it appears from an 
** order of coancili in the reign o( Qoeca 
*' Aune, 1703, tbnt the captors of ships 
** had leave to g« into court, and were 
^ allowed their own counsel. — 3d. It 
^ appean that this was superseded, 
** March 29, 1779, and that the king*s 
** proctor was entrusted with the mtf 
** nagement of all.^4th. That it is cs- 
^ seutiaUy requisite for the interests of 
^ the navy that the captors should come 
^ into court, and to employ such advo* 
^* cates as tliey should think proper.-— > 
** 5th. That leave should be given to * 
** brinf^ in a hill, for regulating the pro- 
*' ceedings of the court of admiralty. 

The motion was opposed by Sir 
/. Nickois, Mr. Bererford^ and Mr. 
Rote^ when the house divided on th^ 
previous question,-^ For it, 76— 
Against it, 6. 

The two first resolutions were lost, 
and the others negatived without a 
division. 

While strangers were c;ccluded 
some discussion took place on an 
amendment by Mr. Step/ten^ approv- 
ing of the conduct of the court of 
admiralty and the king's proctor, 
which terminated in the adoption of 
the amendment. 

PRIVILEGE, 

The Second Report of the committee 
of privilege, relative to the laje im- 
prisonment of Sir Francis Burdett, 
was ordered, on the motion of Mr. 
A^^nne^ to be rc-coromitted, so far 
as respected the references made to 
the authorities fn the appendix. 

Mr. Perceval had previously ex- 
pressed his acquiescence in the mo- 
tion, provided his learped friend 
(Mr. Wynne)^ would add his nama 
and assistance to the committee. 

After some farther n*marks» Mr^ 
Wynne was accordingly a4ded ti 
the committi*e of privilege. — Order^ 
to sit to-morrow. 

The house went ii>to a comroittca 
on the assessed taxes itf ulatioo bil^ 



MIOJ 



furUamcntary Register 



10$ 



in which Mr. Gr«i/W^ proposed as 
no amendment, that persons unduly 
iorcharged should be entitled to 40 
shillings as expences, and thut a 
certain penally should be levied on 
the surveyor or inheritor, with a 
|^i;W»r lodged in the commissioners . 
'^o discharge them, upon repeated 
i»fiR?nces of this description. 

•After $ome disciission, the am^nd- 
"•tQent vras negatived. 

Several amendments were intro- 
duced by Mr. jPercfTfl/, when the 
^^ouse having resumed, the report 
msL$ brought up, 

I'kunday, June 14. 
Tho Drury Lane Theatre bill was 
passed, and ordered to the lords. 

' The act for applying the fees of 
the officers of the house of commons 
•which amounted this year to the 
'-•urn of 15,092/. having been read 
' pro forma, Mr. Perceval moved ad- 
dresses to his Majesty, for granting 
' the following sums, which were 
agreed to.— 1,200/. to R. S. Lush- 
Ington, Esq. Chairman of ways and 
means. — £,000/. including his fees, 
to Jeremiah Dyson, Esq. second 
tlerk of the house, for his services 
during the present session.' — 1,500/. 
to John Ley, Esq. third clerk of the 
house. — 500/. to John Clementson, 
Esq. deputy serjeant at arms. — 
l',050/. for printing the journals, 
«nder the exclussive dirdcticlns of J. 
Ley, Esq. senior clerk; and 350/. 
t<y George Whitham, ^sq. clerk of 
the tommittees. 

AS9ESSBD TAXES. 

• Mr.Ferceoal moved the third read- 
ing of the assessed taxes bill. 

Sir T, Turton said praise was due 
to tho right hon. gentlemftn for the 
regulations which fic had made to 
prevent vexatious surcb-rges, but he 
was of opinion that, during the re* 
cess, something should be digested for 
the purpose of modifying the incotne 
tax, and rendering %t lighter and less 
burfftensome on the bmer end middling 
chases of the people. An hon. mem- 
' lor had given notice early in the 
T«*. vui. 



'scssionr that he would submit a pro- 
poposition to tl^ house, to render 
the income tax altogether unneces- 
saiy ; but if that hon. member had 
relinquished his intention, he wouiJ 
himself, early in the next session, 
propose a substitute for the tax. 
There was, in his opinion^ a very 
great inequality in the cantribution 
of the tax, as it was more sev^ere on 
the lower than the higher tanks of 
tho community. He was convinced 
that the scale was not equitable, as 
a person who had an income of 200/. 
could not afford to pay 20/. a year 
as well as the person who had aa 
income of 2000/. could to pay 200/; 
a year. It was also unequal, inas- 
much as a man who had a 1arg# 
family paid as ra'ucb as a bachelor 
who had no family at all. He was 
also against the exemption granted 
to foreigners^ which amounted td 
69,000/. a year, and he Uiuught they 
ought to pay their share of contri- 
bution in this country, while wa 
expendtfd so much in fighting their 
battles Abroad. From what had 
been said on a fbrmer occasion, he 
apprehended that it was ihe intention 
not to consider the income tax as a 
war tax^ hut to make it perpetual, as 
it was said smne taxes wmdd be abo^ 
lishcd in case of peace^ and part of 
the income tax would be still continued^ 
against which he would enter his pro^ 
test. He was against the scale be- 
ginning as low as it did, but ii waa 
said, it would be the more produc- 
tive, because it spn*ad over so largo 
a mass of the people ; but the fact 
was, they would soon extinguish tha 
means of contributioui as many wert 
now obliged to live on their capital. 
Mr. Perceoal observed that the 
present bill was for regulating the 
mode of collecting the assessed taxes; 
and he wished to set the hon. ba* 
ronet right with respect to his appre* 
bending that the bill brought in the 
present session^ relating to the col- 
lection of the assessed taxes in Scot- 
latid, referred in the least to tlu» 
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pcrprtuflting the income tax. It 
nad no such reference, and on the 
return of peace, the house would 
then be the best judge what ought 
to be done, consistently, with the 
state of the finances of the country. 
As to taking away the exemption 
allowed to foreigners, that was a 
matter which he would turn in his 
mind during the prorogation, bdt 
he wished not to be considered as 
making any pledge on the subject. 

Mr. Howartk said, he would, 
early Jn the next session, move, that 
the exemptions allowed to foreigner^ 
should be taken away. 

The bill was then read a third 
time, and ordered to tho lords* 

BAST INDIA LOAN BILL. 

On the order of the day having 
been read for the third reading of the 
bill for granting a loan of 1 ,500,000/* 
ta the East India Company. 

Sir T. Turtan opposed the bill, as 
he considered it money advanced 
which never would be paid. He 
then entered at some length into a 
state of the afiairs of the company, 
and observed, that private accounts 
had been received, that four French 
frigates had attacked Bencoolcn, and 
sent a force on ^hore, which pillagied 
the place. 

Mr. Crtrtty supported what had 
fallen from the hon. barooet, with 
respect to the affairs of the company. 

Mr. JFaliace argued in favour of 
the bill. Had the India company 
no particular ponnection or claim 
upon this country, yet such was the 
nature of the loan, that he could 
see nothing unadvisable «i^ granting 
it. The necessity and propriety of 
the loan had been sufficiently made 
out, and the security he considered 
sufficiently vpoA, The country, he 
contended, was under as much obli^ 
gation to the India company, as the 
(ndia company w^jo it. Tht great 
expenefi of tie company htd arisen 
frofft the wars en vikh thty had been 
engaged, and which had. been more of 
a pvjiticai thap a commercial naturt. 



By the exertions of the company this 
country had obtained a footing in 
India that it otherwise could not have 
obtained. 

Mr. Cretcey objected to the fi:n^nt, 
on the ground that he did not believe 
the company would ever repay the 
money, K they wele to judge from 
the past, there was no n»ason to be- 
lieve that any repayment would ever 
be made. Before the year I799» 
the company had repaid a loan ; but 
since they had bwn so closdy con- 
nected with the government of this 
country, no loan or grant in any* 
single instance had het*D repaid. All 
that period the debts were reduced^ 
but no part of the balance had ever 
been paid. He objected farther to 
the bill, on account of its having 
been introduced at so late a perioa 
of the session. They ought to have 
time to discuss the subject. Before 
the year 1^93, the company had the 
government to contend with, but 
since that period, they and the go- 
vernment being united, had become 
too many for the house of commons, 
and having nothing good to report, 
their reports contained almost no* 
thino. , . 

Mr. R. Dundas supported the Wll, 
and rejcrrixl to the statements he had 
made on its introduction. There- 
sources of the company were not ex- 
hausted, but not at present applicable*. 

Lord A, Hamilion complained that 
the accounts between the company 
and this country had neter beeti 
settled. He did not know any means 
of repaying tlic grants, shoit of a to- 
tal bankruptcy of the company. — 
Their divi<lends were now 10 per 
cent, and he strongly suspected that 
this loan would be applied to the 
payment of this extravagant divi-- 
dend.- He could not see I ho princi- 
ple on which they made so liberal & 
dividend, while obliged to bofroinr 
money, • 

Mr. IL Thornton contended^ tbat 
this country had owed much of its 
prosperity to India, and observed^ 
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that if they were to oSer tbeir iote- 
mtand territoriea in India to Bona- 
parte, he would willingly give tbem 
twenty years purchase. The wars 
eogaged in by the company, that 
had created so much expence, were 
the ware of this country, and had 
been discussed in the house of com- 
mons, with respect to their policy. 
Ue comiended, that aii ike bmneu 
rciatwe to Jndioy woi 09 well m*- 
naged and comducied iu any dumese 
f^iihly cauid b^J 

A division was then called for; 
Ayes 52— Noes 10. The bill was 
ot'course read a third timeand passed.^ 

Mr. Perceval having moved the 
order of the day for taking into far- 
ther consideration the Report of the 
bill for regulating the office of the 
registrar of the admiialty and of the 
marshal of that court :--» 

Mr. H. .Martin rose to oppose the 
bili. He complained that the con- 
tents of the bill did not correspond 
with its title. It was a bill to do 
any thing rather than to regulate 
the office referred to in the title. — 
Besides^ what was this office, and 
what were its duucs I It was an of- 
fice thai the meanest menial servant 
of any. gentleman present was capa- 
ble of .filling, and had a salary at- 
tached to it much greater than that 
of any office in the government.—* 
Should the bin unfortunately pass, 
he would insist that its title should 
be, — A bill for continuing the present 
emolumenlSt ond Jhr preserving unal- 
tered the (^ce qJ registrar oj the ad' 
mnraky^ $o long as the right hon, 
Charla Lord Arden^ or the right lum. 

ExtUman (Mr. Perceval J should 
d it. As to the marshals of the 
court of admiralty, he did not sec a 
word r^pecting them in the bill. — 
The bill really was not what it pro- 
fessed to be» Parliament had cer- 
tainly a right to regulate that office, 
aBd even to do away its extravagant 
emoluments. Such a practice was 
not unprecedented. The lellerships 
ef the exchequer were at one titua 



above 9»060l.- a year each, till par« 
liament reduced them, at a time tl)cy 
were held by my Lord Hardwicke, 
Lord Northington, Lord Ciimdon, 
^d Lord Buckinghamshire; and 
would the right hon. gentleman de- 
ny that parliament could not now 
dp the same with respect to this no- 
minal and unnecessary^ office; an 
office which, he contended, was not 
held by a grant from the crown, but 
by a grant at. first from the admiral- 
ty, which bad afterwards obtained 
the King's consent. 
* Mr. Perceval said be bad brought 
in the bill under a conviction, which 
he believed also to be the general 
sense of the house, that it was right 
that none of the vested interests in 
the office, whether in possession or 
reversion, ought to suffer through 
any of the regulations of the bill. — 
But there, was nothing in the present 
measure to prevent any alteration in 
the office, by the diminution of erao- 
luD^ent, if parliament should so 
think proper, when the present vest- 
ed interests had expired^ It was 
certainly true that the annual tmo- 
luineni arising from the registrar 
having in his hands the money of the 
suitors in court amounted to 78001. 
(let. But if this were taken away 
now, what would it be but breaking 
in upon the present vested rights of 
the office, whether in possession or 
reversion? lie therefore certainly 
could not have proposed that the 
regulations in the bill should take 
place during the existence of tho 
present rights. 

Mr. Bankcs contended, that it 
ought to be laid down as a principle 
of policy, that those who had the 
xustody of the public money should 
not derive any emolument from the 
use of it. This priticiple was found- 
ed on the obvious truth, that no 
such public officer had a ri^t to 
put to hazard the money entrusted 
to his care, lie conceived that his 
right hon. friend juust be incorrect 
in stating, that tl^e money might be 
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talien ftom*the registrar, atid vested 
in the fiindsor the Bank, on the ap 
plication of either of the litigant par. 
tiei. He understood that the con«- 
sent of both parties was requisite ; 
and indeed it was quite obvious that 
there roust be considerable obstacle 
to the success of such applications, 
otherwise so great a sum of money 
would not remain in the hands of 
the registrar, from the use of which 
he was in the habit of enjoying such 
enormous advantage. He must con* 
tend, that it was «nly fair that the 
tncccssful litigant should have the 
benefit of the use to which the pro- 
perty was put, during the period of 
litigation. He should therefore 
wove a clause, to the effect of giving 
either of the parties to any suit m 
the admiralty court, the right of ap- 
plying to court for the investment of 
of the property in such a way as 
wight turn to the advantage of the 
^ccessful claimants. ^ 

Mr, Stephen observed the courts 
of admiralty had the power of inter- 
posing in behalf of one of the parties, 
provided proper security was given 
for any loss that might arise from 
the sale to the other. 

Mr.. Jacob understood the hon. 
gentleman's object to be a solid and 
substantial reform. The question 
was, whether the office of the regis- 
trar of the admiralty should -remain 
as it is, or be regulated by certain 
rates of interest, after such rates 
have ceased to exist. The present 
measure brought forward by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer went 
to save the public money, and was, 
as far as it went, (and no one had 
contended it ought to go farther) a 
measure of reform, yet it was op- 
posed by those wjw professed to be 
friendly to a reform. . If the bill did 
not go so far as they might wish, 
that could not be urged as an objec* 
^ion to the measure, seeing it inter- 
fered with' no other plan of reform. 
He should give it Lis most hearty 
topport. 



Mr. JF. SmM ^o/M not pretend i 
to say how long the hon. gentleman i 
who spoke last bad been occupied^ 
with the subject of reform, or wbe* 
ther he was as good a judge of it as. 
those hon. friends with whom be 
(Mr. Smith) usually acted ; but this 
opposition to t^e measure was sat' 
at all extraordinary, for this plain' 
reason, that they thought it inefl^ 
cient and incomplete. He must- 
contend' that it was a monstrons 
usurpation ' to assert, diat parlia* 
ment had not the right to curteil the 
profits of any office, during the life 
of the incumbent who filled it. The 
contrary doctrine was only founded 
on modern practice, opposed ta an- 
cient law, for no one statute conld 
be pointed out which forbade paiv 
liameat to intermeddle in the segv* 
lation and curtailment of the amo*. 
luments of any office. It was, be- 
sides, pecttKarly inapplicable to suck 
an office as that of registrar, tho 
emoluments of which had swelled 
lately to ten times the 9ng%nal amouni^ 
and which never could have been iit 
the contemplation of thos^ who first 
established the office. The hon. gen* 
ticman proceeded to urge stvangfy 
the impolicy of holding out pre* 
miums to persons in high official 
situations about the crown, which 
might have the effect of continuing' 
the country unnecessarily in a state 
of warfare. There 'were no fewer than 
three qfficei exittmg at presenty e&cA 
of which averaged at present 30,000/. 
a year, and which on the reiwrn of 
peuccy and the curtmlment of eiptn* 
diture, would dwindle to compartftive^ 
fy nothing I The office of registrar 
was peculiarly of this description, 
for on the cessation of (utilities, its 
value would sink prodigiously. — 
Vas it fitting that premiums of this 
sort should be held out to the con« 
tinuance 6f perpetual war? Thd 
sooner' such an abuse was altered, 
the better. He concluded by sug- 
gesting, that the bill b^ dcfeited til) 
next scssioii* 
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Af-the duties and omulumcnts of the 

adniimlty.regUter, and otber offices, 

t|)d denied tliatparliainenthad been 

io the habit of resumiog grants made 

^ the sovereign. 
Mr* G, JTeAnf/ojM ^uppoded tbft 

Ul. . 

Sir5«iiomt//^ tbougfatit extremely 
desimbk that tbn bm should uu- 
dago further consideration before it 
ftmd. He allowed. Mr. Perceval 
night have no intention of benefiting 
himself by the bill, when he framed 
it; but the fact was, that the regis- 
tmr.woold have the use of the sui- 
tors iDOQey if it p4sfied iato a law. 
Maay instances had occulted in 
other courts of law^ where ofificers so 
entrusted with the suitors money had 
applied it inspeculaUonawh4;reby the 
grealest injuries occurred; and he 
trasted the house woiiild not give a 
fadUty taother oflbces to do the same. 

The Solicitor Gtncral defended 
Us right hon. friend from the impu« 
tation of h&viag a personal interest 
in view by the present bill, lie ws^ 
larprised and alarmed to hear it as- 
serted that the crown, or parliament, 
had a right to resume grants fur- 
nerly madeil^y the crown to indivi- 
duals; if such a doctrine wore ad- 
mitted, it would shake the titles of 
some of the first families iu the coun- 
try to their reftl estates. 

The bill, if ith its amendments was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a 
third tioie to^ay. 

On the motion for the house going 
Into a committee on the poor settle- 
ment bill, 

Air. Whithrtad moved as an a- 
incndment, that the house should go 
into the same committee this day 
three months, which was after a short 
$9nversation agreed to. 

Friday^ June 15. 

aoUTHWARK PETITION. 

Mr. H, T&Qrnton presented a pe- 
tition £rom a numerous meeting of 
ibe inhabitants of Southwark, regu- 
larly called, xu favour of Par) iamcn- 



tipry Reform, and in opposition, ti|^ 
the conduct of the house in com* 
mitting Sir F. Burd^tt and Mr. Gal^. 
Jpnes. ^ 

The petition was read at the tar 
blc. It adverted to precisely the 
same points that were contained in. 
the other petitions on the same sub-; 
jcct. 

Sir r. TurtoM seconded the motiott^ 
for its being laid on the table.-;-^i4^ 
on the table. 

MR. GALE JOKES. 

Sir J. Hall moved, that Mr, GftU 
Jones be immediately disch^rgcdf* 
without paying his fees, chiefly upQa\ 
the ground that a distinction oughc^, 
to be makic between him and Sjr F.^ 
Burdett, who had much inore s^*^. 
riously ofl^nded. 

Mr. P. Moor€ sccoode4 tl^e mo-., 
tion. 

Mr, Ryd^r opposed it, oa the 
ground that it would b^ violating 
wha^ the house had done when the 
whole case was before it. 

Sir t. Tw/^o/t thought this was, 
now hardly any favour to Mr, Oale 
Jones, but, however, he vyould sup^ 
port the motion. 

Sir J, Hall said, that no ^n^wer, 
hadrbeen given to the ground \i|ibich 
he had stated, of muring a proper, 
distinction. The motion was then 
negatived \vitheut a divi:>ion. 

SLAVE TRADE. 

Mr. Brougham rose, pursuant tf . 
notice, to call the attention of the 
house to the state of the slav^ t^ade ; 
a subject, he said, of the first im-, 
portance; and though it was neither 
a pfersonal nor a party question j 
though it touched rather no higher 
than the honour of the country and 
the house, and the interests of hu- 
manity, he trusted it would receive 
that favourable consideration which 
it had before experienced . The ques- 
tion was, what steps could be takeii 
to watch over the execution of. tlio 
sentence which the house bad pro- 
nounced? It was four years since 
Mr. I ox made his last motion in 
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tlat house, andliis last speech there> 
he belicvcdt; in favour of the Aboli- 
tion. Since he proposed a resolu^ 
tion pledging the house to the t^bo- 
Jftion of the traffic, and an addros 
to the crown to procure the concur- 
jcncc of foreign states in the ^ame 
great object. An addren to the 
same eficci was agreed to in the 
•ther house with equal UDanimit3r— 
and next year two nobb friends of 
bis (Grenville and Grey) followed 
3in these jjrcliniinary steps, ^nd by 
their exertions, second only to those 
of the niensber for Yorkshire, who 
was prevented by indispiosition firom 
attending this day, the abolition bill 
passed. That measure, which had 
been so long retarded, as some 
thought from the slowness with 
wlitck truth made its way, or, as 
others imagiiu!d, from the want of 
jcal in its official supporters, expe* 
rienbed none of the obstacles which 
it formerly met with, and passed by 
a majority greater, perhaps, than 
was ever witnessed on an important 
contested question. The friends of 
the abolition, however, never expec- 
ted that an uct of parliament would 
at once put an end to a traffic, which 
bad l^n carried on so long and had 
taken such a deep root. But. both 
be and others had certainly ovei^ 
rated the ejects of the act, and un« 
der-rated the wickedness of the slave 
trader, and the infatuation of the 
planter. What had already been 
done bad not been sufficient to an- 
swer the purpose, lie hoped then 
that the bouse would favour him 
with its attention, while from the 
papers on the table, and whatever 
private information he had been able 
lo procure,, he laid before it a state- 
ment, which would in some nseasure 
enable it to appreciate the extent of 
the evil, and to apply the proper 
remedy. 

lie then procee^led to call the at- 
tention of the house to the . state of 
thf slave trade in foreign countries 
— in Spain, Pprtugal and America. . 



The extent of the slaYe trade of 
Spaiq, he could not state very- ac- 
curately — but from returns of the 
custotD-hottse at Cadis, and from 
the. extensive cultivation of sugar ia 
one of the Spanish colonies, it ap- 
peared to be very great. The ave- 
rage of the importation of thirteen 
years, before 1^03, w^s 5.S00 slaves 
per annum ; ai»d it was an increas- 
ing average, for that of the last four 
years was 8(>00. This proved^what 
influence the American flag had m 
covering this traffic, since, after tha 
commei>€ement of hostilities betweeis 
Spain and this couutry, the ttade 
could only have been carried to a 
▼ery limited extent in Spanish bot-^ 
toms. With regard to the Portu-^ 
guese slave trade he could speak 
with more precision. He had him«> 
self been informed, by a man of 
jank in that cotyitry, who had beea 
governor of the Brazils, and was 
going out to Africa, that the annual 
importation from the Portuguese 
African settlements to the Brjasils, 
amounted to upwards of 15,00(\ 
and that this was. considered to be 
about one half of the whole of their 
slave trade; and he had been in- 
formed, from (mother quarter of 
great authority, that the whole an* 
nual ani^unt was by no means over- 
rated at 30,000. But tlie greatest 
branch of the slave trade was <x^r- 
tainly carried on in American ves- 
sels, lie lirmly belicvedi as he had 
before stated, when the circumstance 
had been called in question by a 
right hon. gpntleman opposite (Mr. 
Canning), that the American go- 
vernment acted with the most per- 
fect sincerity. All the states except 
two, Georgia and South Carolina, 
had early abolished the tratiftc ; aiMl 
congress, as soon as it could do i| 
conformably to the American con* 
stitution, in the beginning of tha 
year 180S, had radically abolished 
the trade. But it was one thing to 
pass a law, and another to carry, 
it into execution; and though the 
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American legislature and govern- 
ment had done all in their power, it 
fequired much greater naval means 
than they possessed to suppress the 
contraband slave trade ; and by their 
means, not only the Spanish and 
Portuguese, but even oucown colo- 
tiies, were supplied. Thus the fo- 
reign slave trade interfered with our 
•wn abolition* 

What be intended to propose was, 
tbat the executive should t^ exhorted 
to take some further steps to promote 
theobject of the legi^latun*. Unless 
the American flag could, by some 
means or otber, be excluded, and 
unless the Spanish and Portuguese 
could be brought to some arrange- 
tnent, the trade would still be car- 
rit»d on. A large island of our own 
waS within a night's ftail of Cuba, 
the Spanish slave colony. "When 
the large island of Trinidad and our 
colony of Guiana, were so much in 
want of slaves, and within a few 
hours sail of t\}v Spanish slave mar- 
ket, the trade being still lawful in 
Spain and Portugal, l>ow could it 
beexpected that our abolition should 
be effectual ? A gentleman of his 
profession, lately from Bcrbice, had 
mforroed him, that the mode in 
which it was carried on was this, 
the Spanish slave ships entered the 
Oroonoko, an<l then our traders 
fitted out large boats from Trinidad 
on the North, and Guinea on the 
South, filling each boat with seventy 

, negroes, gaining our settlements, in 
a sliort time, and landing the slaves 
before it was [5ossible for the most 
▼igilantoflicer to prevent them. This 
•ingle fact shewed the necessity of 
forming some arrangement with the 
Spanish government on this subject, 
while the friendly relations between 
the two countries continued. The 
^at argument he had beard in op- 

^position to this was, what can we 
do? Those nations are wedded to their 
prejudices and we cannot interfere. 
Of this argument he had great sus- 
piciani and for this reMOo, that it 



was on this question «1oti^ that h€ 
had heard of "Our want of activity 
and influence in the councils of our 
qeigh hours. On ail other $ubjeci§^ 
tome rf doubtful policy^ toe uerc rea^ 
to intrigttt — to Jigkt — to wbsidiif. 
On this unhappy subject alone w« 
not only lost our iafluenco and ac- 
tivity, but we were anxious to saj 
that we had neither influence nof 
activity. Wc had never (ailed wheii 
the object was to obtain fmsb colo- 
niea and to encourage this trade, 
and therefore he looked upon otir 
failure when the object was to ^bo^ 
lish with some suspicion ; he sns* 
pected it migl<t arise from them 
being something in our excrtwxw 
perfectly sincere, Imt vcty cold— 
without any ill-will to the cause« 
butHt the same time without a spai^ 
of zeal. His answer then to — ^Wbat 
can we do was, — How bad w6 ctwi^' 
trived to promote the stave tiade 
when (h at was the objinrt. He xooM 
anly desire one-tenth part oftheztti 
in faxoar of the abolition which hed 
once been exerted in extending the 
traffic. If he were asked where o4ir 
efforts should be directed, he should 
say to Spain and Portugal. Por 
both we had done much, and a dh-^ 
postion to come to an arrangement 
on this sutject might beexpected- 
Theonl) Spanish colony where ffavn 
. were in much request was Cubfl, 
where the sugarcane was extensively 
cultivated. On the main land there 
was but little demand for slaves; 
about 1400 were annually sent td 
Buenos Ay res, 500 to Peru, and 
100 to Mexico, white Cuba rweivcS 
8600 annually. This, then, was the 
only Spanish colony which would 
suffer, and it was reasonable to ex- 
pect that the Spanish govermneut 
would not refuse so sm^ll a sacrifice. 
Adverting then to the means to 
be employed with America, he ad- 
mitted that our in^rncc there was 
not so powe,lfu^, but he would throw 
out one or two remarks for the con- 
sideration of the ministerialist. Aft 
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*tUenipt ouglit lo be tnade 'to Supply 
*tbe deficiency of thc'Araeriean naval 
^means, and he suggested that an 
mrrangement should be made by 
>hich our cruisers might be cm- 
'powered to capture the American 
"slave vessels^ while the Amcricatrt 
crulzers should be allowed to cap- 
^ture'our contraband slave Vessels* 
Their contraband ships were many, 
end our cruizors were numerous, 
«nd by this arrangement we would 
give up only a little and acquire a 
great deal. From some conversation 
with persons of high lUtion from 
/Aifierica, he had some reason to 
believe that such an arrangcmeiit 
would not be objected to.' This 
would also be for the advantage of 
• ©ur own planters, since, if ibreign- 
'ers should carry on the traffic while 
it was prohibited here, the planter 
would be siibjepted to a temporary 
pressure, ' " *^'' foreigner might for 
Atimeuj him in the sugar 

market. circumstance, with 

fegeird tc m ships,, he threw 

out* fot idpration of mer- 

chant*, trcd to him that the 

experiment of capturing the Aroeri-. 
can slave vessels might be safely 
made. He had some reason to be- 
lieve that no reclamation would be 
made if such vessels were condemn- 
ed, >vhatcver might be their numbers. 
A claim would be preferred indped 
by individuals and the court, had 
been in the habit of saying, that it 
woutd.not n^eddlc with the munici« 
pal laws of other countries.— But 
- then the court required thai they 
shugld have some property in the 
vessels, and he uantcd to set whether 
by the hw of nations there uas any 
guch thing as frofierty in wen.^in hw 
manjicsh. He was sure.this was not 
warranted by the laws of nature, and 
he found no authority for it in the 
law of nations. He wished to see 
the que^ioo tried. In his own opi- 
nion, and in the opinions qf others 
of the profession with whom he had 
' conversed, there could be no serious 



risk in stith captnt^s. ' If condemna- 
tion did not follow it was impossi- 
ble, tinder the circumstances, that 
costs and damages shonld be allow- 
ed. The captors might do infinite 
good with very little or tio risk. 

Having stated the manner in whith 
foreigners carried on the traffic, no 
c^me with great pain to the evasiotis 
of the abolition act in this country. 
All the various means which the in- 
genuity of unprincipled avarice hkd 
been able to suggest, bad been a- 
dopted for that purpose. Vesseir 
•werejitttd out at Liverpool, as if fir 
innocent traffic with Africa. The 
cargoes, for the most part, were th* 
same as those carried oat for the . 
purchase of gold dust and ivorj. 
That part which was necessary for 
the slave ships was concealed so as 
to elude the search of the officers. 
The vessels wanted the bulk-head, &c. 
which was the distinguishing marks 
of slave ships. Having got to scup 
and cleared the channel by four days' 
sale ; the carpenters set to tcork xcith 
planks previottsly prepared, to Jit the 
vessel for the reception of slaves. For 
better concealment, some of the saUor^ 
were Pdrtugueze, <ind some times the 
master. But tht ne^er failing mark 
was^ that in some capacity or other am 
ancient hoary slave trader uas aluay^ 
to be found inboard, by tiihose cunning 
they Hsete enabled to escape detection ! 
Mr. Brougham then called the at- 
tention of the iiouse to the record of 
the condemnation of the Commctcfk 
PeMo, a Inrge vessel which hhd 
been seized in the river, by mean^ 
of a friend of his, who having held 
a high situatFon in Sierra Leone, was 
acquainted with the arts of the slave 
traders, 8<nd had submitted to the 
pain of a voyage for the purpose of 
rhore completely exposing them. "He 
gave a list of the contents of the 
vessel, which proved the object for 
which she had been fitted out. If fl- 
ving mentioned the number of guns^ 
the stock of provisions, SrC. he stated 
55 doUTi ofpadldcks, }S7 it^ft^kc^ 
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^ie$/or tie/ett, §5 pmr of kandcuffSf 
ifc, end for iOO sktca in a long voy- 
0g€f ami of their vast humanity^ one 
mail medicine chesty value 5/. ster* 
Vng! The vessel was fitted out with 
3ntish capital, and he believed^ in- 
lurcd here. He had before men- 
tioned that six ycsftols had been fitted 
oat by a detestable series of crimes 
at one single port of this country. 

It was now three years since that 
traffic had been abolished by law, 
and therefore he roi^ht indulge now 
in an expression of feeling, which 
delicacy before rendered it proper to 
suppress. The slave traders were mt 
only like other smugglers employ td in 
the violation of law, but were engaged 
in the pursuit of crimes, and to call 
them traders or mcrchflnts was an a- 
buse of the term. He would not 
deem so lightly of trade so calcula- 
ed to promote humanity and civili- 
zation, so alienated in its nature 
from murder and rapine, and flou- 
rishing most by peace and fair deal- 
ing; be would not deem so lightly 
of it as to call those traders and 
and merchants, who still dared to 
be guilty of the worst of crimes for 
the basest of possible purposes. — He 
could conceive some palliations for 
murder, for piracy, for public rob- 
bery, &c. Revenge might be palli- 
ated, and the boldness with which 
the pirate and the robber exposed 
themselves, threw a sort of gloss 
over their crimes. But the^ subor- 
ners of murder employed others as 
bad as themselves, except that they 
were not so cowardly. They ought 
no longer to be called traders, but 
LivBBPOOL suborners of piracy and 
mssassination. 

Before he concluded, he wished 
to ask, whether it was not possible 
to execute our own law better ? For 
that purpose he suggested, first, that 
we should endeavour to obtain the 
cession of a Portugueze island, for 
tome 'years, or perpetuity, which 
stood in the middle of our own Afri- 
pin coast. This would put in our 
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possession a range of 300 miles. Se- 
condly, The number of cruisers on 
the African coast was toe scanty ; 
the cruizers ought to be sent to Afri* 
ca, and not to America. The slave* 
ships were under the necessity of re- 
maining there for six or eight weeks, 
to get cargoes, and had less chance 
of escape. The cruizers ougb t to be 
light vessels, with a great number of 
boats, to follow the slave-ships into 
the creeks. Six or seven vessels 
could hardly be better employed, 
and only for a short time, if the 
trade were ooce rooted out, it would 
not readily commence again. I'he 
industry and capital of these people 
must find some other channel. Some 
would engage, perhaps, in piracy, 
while others took the highway, so 
that the law might at length dispose 
of them. All means of stopping the 
trade were as nothing compared with 
what might arise from the feelings 
of mankind, when it" nature and ef- 
fects should be impartially consider- 
ed. He should have called the at- 
tempt to stop it by pecuniary penal- 
ty as absurd if the law had gone 
farther. When it was observed how 
easily acts of parliament might be 
passed, makin;; those acts capital to 
which the mind had been long ac- 
customed ; when the difficulty expe- 
rienced by an honourable and learn- 
ed friend «f his in doing away the 
capital pan from the stealing oV five 
shillings was considered; when it 
was remarked that Lord Ellen bo- 
rough ijy one act, for which he ho- 
noured him, created twelve caphal 
offences; when forgeries were so se- 
verely punished, while the opportu- 
nities and temptations to commit it 
were so numerous, could any one 
fa^itatc to say that this ought to be 
punished as a felony? Adverting' 
again to the record before-mentioned, 
he calculated the value of the ship's 
expences of a voyage, &c. at 20,0001. 
800 negroes at 1001. per head, the 
present pricey would produce 80,0001. 
Here tncn would be a profit of 
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60,000l. Was this then to be «top- 
prd by a pecuniary penalty? If they 
lucceeded in ond voyage out of five 
they would have an abundant profit. 
If they fitlecl out 10 or 20 vessels 
and -succeeded with only three or 
ft)ur their profas were ample ; while 
whither succos|irul or not, they spread 
devastation over Africa. While yon 
levied your pence they would pocket 
their pounds, and taugh at your two- 
J^nny penalty. He next adverted 
to the sevtriry of the 10th. of George 
II. with respect to watermen over- 
loading theit boat!^ with people, in 
which cases. If one was drowned by 
any accident, the boatman was to be 
transported for seven years. The 
punishment would be much more 
applicable to the slave merchant. 
It had been said that the divine le- 
gislator had not forbidden this crime* 
He would show that He had. " Who- 
** soever stealeth a man and selleth 
" ^him shall be surely put to death," 
and our gloss on that wa5. Whoso- 
ever itealeti^ tortureth^ and selleth 
m man for interminable sfavery^ shall 
be Jinal ^OL He hoped the house 
would leave nothing unartemntal 
to give full efl'dct to the abolition 
act, which he called the most holy 
of laws, and concluded by moving, 
that an humble address bv prescr\tid 
to his Majesty, stating in substance, 
that the abolition law had not been 
Attended with the desired effect in 
putting an end to this traffic, be- 
seeching his Majesty to take further 
steps for promoting this great ob- 
ject, 6tc. ^c. 

Mr. Feneviil approved of the lead- 
ing scntimentH of the speech of the 
hoaourable and learned gentleman. 
He cfincurred with him as to the 
expediency and propriety of the ob- 
ject he had in view, and expressed 
himself most anxious to embrace 
every rational means to carry into 
full etf<H t the provisions of the aboli- 
tion nt?r— a measure which always 
hod* a*^ «ver would have, hiH ^'tn- 
cer# and 3«»alous support. There 



was, however, one passage in the 
address proposed by the honourable 
and U^rned gentleman, of which he 
could not so entirely approve, as he 
did of all the rest. The passage t6 
which he alluded was, that which 
went to pledge the house to the adop- 
tion of some specific measure next 
sessions. The very different viewa 
different men who agreed as to the 
object might take, as to the eflficacy 
or propriety of the means proposed, 
made it desirable to omit any pas- 
sage that went to pledge the house to 
a specific plan. He should there- 
fore suggest to the learned gentleman 
the propriety of altering that pas- 
sage. 

'Mr. Marriat and Mr. IV. Smith 
spoke to the necessity of enforcing, 
as far as it could be done, a general 
co-operation on the part of neu trail 
in support of the abolition. They 
concurred in thinking that his Ma- 
jesty's government might have made 
the co-operation of th(^ir Spanish and 
Portugueze allies the preliminary of 
of their treaty with those powers, 
and the condition of their assistance. 

Mr, Stephen spoke against the slave 
trade, which he denounced as an 
unnatural species of commerceequal- 
ly impolitic and iniquitou*?. He vin- 
dicated, in warm terms, -the zealous 
and active sincerity of his Majesty'* 
government in their efforts to second 
the object of the legislature In invi- 
ting the co-operation of foreign pow- 
ers to repress and destroy that abo- 
minable traffic. He denied that the 
carrying on that trade in the colo- 
nies of other powers, would ultimate- 
ly prove injtirious to those of Great 
Britain ; but^ whether It would or 
would not, he would be at all times 
ready to thank his God that this 
great cornmcrcial country had taken 
R lead, worthy of her eminence and 
her morality, in giving to the rest 
of the worltl a suitable example, by 
nbnndoning that odious traffic. 

Mr. Canning, in a short speech, 
vindicated the sincerity of his ow« 
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efforts, wb«n io power, to arrest the 
progress of that trade. With respect 
to the requiring the Spanish and Por« 
tugueie powers to give their co-ope- 
ration, he contended that it was im- 
possible, at such a delicate crisis, to 
have made with eflfect any such re- 
quisition. 

Mr. Hibbert thought that there 
was a political expediency in keep- 
ing dawn the slave trade of foreign 
colonies, since we had abandoned it 
in our own. He said that since the 
passing of the aMition act, a single 
slave had not been introduced into 
Jamaica. 

Mr. Brougham said, that as there 
bad been in the course of the discus- 
sion no material opposition given to 
what he had stated in his speech, he 
should not ft*el it necessary to make 
any reply; he would explain, how- 
ever, in one or two points, respect- 
ing which he had been misunder- 
stood, lie did not intend to reflect 
at all upon the sincerity or diligence 
of his Majesty's government, in se- 
conding the act of abolition, he was 
willing to give them credit for biuh. 
It had been said that American slave 
ships had frequently been in the ha- 
bit of sailing under the protection of 
government licences. This he dis* 
tinctly denied upon the authority of 
those best competent to know, whe- 
ther that statement \vas true or false, 
and whom he pronounced to be men 
of as high honour, rank, and infor- 
mation, as any connected with that 
government ; after >ome further ob- 
servations, he concluded with ex- 
horting the house not to delay re- 
torting to such measures as in their 
wisdom would appear best calcula- 
ted to prevent the evasions and vio- 
lations of the act. He concurred in 
the propriety of the suggestion of 
Mr. Perceval, and substituted in a 
resolution for the word " adopt," the 
words ** will take into their conside- 
ration such measures, &c. &c." 

The address and resolution, so al- 
tered, were then canied ntm. com. 



TOTE OF CaSDlT Bf LL. 

Mr. Whitbread^ on the question 
for the third reading of the vote of 
credit bill, rose and said, that anx- 
ious as he was to bring before the 
house some distinct questions upon 
the state of the nation, he had, on 
account of the late period of the 
sessions, and the consequent thinness 
of attendance on the part of the mem^ 
berSf thought it better to take the 
opportunity the present question af» 
forded him, of offering to the house 
those observations he had to make 
upon ,that subject. And his first 
observation was that the present ses- 
sions, though long and laborious, 
has been much too short; for the 
business which was to be done in the 
la!>t fortnight, in the course of which 
gentlemen attended, night after night, 
expecting their respective questions 
to come on, and so attended in vain, 
was a sufficient proof of this. Th<» 
right hon. gentleman (the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer) seemed to be 
so sensible of this, that he had ex- 
pressed his intention of intioduciug 
some regulation next sessions for the 
making notices and orders have re- 
ciprocally pri'cedence on alternate 
days. How far such a regulation 
would be found desirable he would 
not say, but he should certainly be 
adverse to any proposition that would 
interfere with the undoubted right 
of every member to make a motion 
on the sudden. The occasions for 
such motions must be rare, but the 
principle was not for that reason to 
be given up. Having said thus 
much, he would now observe up<m 
one or two subjects, respecting which 
he had had an opportunity of speak- 
ing before in the course of that ses- 
sions. The first was, that of Jeffery 
the seaman. He had made cwry 
inquiry respecting the fate of this 
man, and in the prosecuiion of thejtc 
inquiries, acknowledged hiinM-lf to 
have been much aided by the prompt 
assistance of the board of admiralty, 
and the result of all was, that he had 
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every reason to believe that Jcffery 
vas alive, and carrying on bis trade 
of a blacksmith, in Beverly, in Ame- 
rica. He hoped that the noble mar- 
quis at the head of the foreign de- 
partment would take effectual means 
to have Jeffery brought home in safe- 
ty to his native country and to his 
friends. The next subject was that 
of the Report of the committee on 
the exchequer bills funded. He had 
the honour of being chairman of that 
committee, and from his personal 
knowlege of all that passed, he felt 
himself constrained to say, that he 
did not think, though the age of the 
person alluded to might render him 
a fitter object of lenity than punish- 
ment, still he could not think that 
that person, Sir John Peters, ought to 
continue any longer in office as pay- 
master. At the same time he was wil- 
ling to do the same justice in a way 
more agreeable to his feelings to ano- 
ther individual, Mr. Planta. He 
thought Mr. Planta an honest man 
and a meritorious officer. He could 
not say the same of Mr. Paylethoipe. 
He thought it Vjcry questionable whe- 
ther that gentleman should be suf- 
fered to retain his situation. In- 
deed, for himself he had no doubt 
that Mr. Paylethorpeoughf to tetire 
from the office he held-^so much as 
to the persons involved in that report. 
During the' present session many 
things had been expected which had 
not taken place. Among others, the 
least expected, surely, was not the 
dissolution of the present ministry. 
The first lord of the admiralty must 
be aware that a change of opinion in 
the administrations of this country 
had taken place. He had vacated 
his scat for Cambridgeshire for the 
sinecure of teller of the exchequer ; 
he had afterwards been rejected by 
his former constituents at the county 
of Cambridge, and was returned for 
the borough of St. Germains; but 
being afterwards raised to the situa- 
tion of first lord of the admiralty, 
his ro-electioo for St. Germains again 



b^ame necessary. The right hon. 
gentleman had formerly stood in a 
different situation. He had been 
secretary of state under a former ad- 
ministration ; when that administra- 
tion stoot) in a majority of no more 
than 34 they thought proper to with- 
draw from the management of pub- 
lic affairs. Theadministration, how- 
ever, and the circumstances of pub- 
lic affairs, were now different from 
what they were at that period ; and 
there was^ besides, something pecu- 
liar in the mode in which the right 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Yorke) bad va-. 
cated his seat, and had been elected 
to another. He vacated, his seat 
just before the ministers were left in 
the minority on the question for go*, 
ing into an inquiry on the Walcbe- 
.ren expedition. The right hon. gen-, 
tlemaii returned to parliament on' 
the first division of the committee on 
the affairs of public finance, in which, 
though the ministers had a majority 
in point of numbers, yet that maj<^ 
rity was so trifling that it was sur- 
prising that ministers should have 
thought of retaining their places. — 
Still, however, they continued to do 
so. The votes on the ministerial 
side of the house were ofien carried 
by a very small majority, often by 
the very narrowest majority, and 
sometimes even ministers were left in 
the minority. In the bullion com- 
mittee, of which the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer was a member, h« 
had been defeated in the very^ prin- 
ciple of that grand and interesting 
question, which went even to affect 
the vitals of the present system. — 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer's, 
minority on this opinion was 4 to 
14. In the time of Mr. Pitt, in tbe 
year 1797» such a bint would have 
been esteemed sufficient to purchase 
a resignation. Now, however, the 
house reposed too much confidence 
in ministers, and this was the use 
made of it, Tbe right hon. gentle- 
man (Sir, Perceval) bad too long 
postpooed the meeting of tbe present 
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f^ftiiia^ncpt. Heoow proposed that 
t shouW fise too early ; and there 
was equalij^ Utile doubt (hat parlia- 
ment wotud not again atsemble till the 
latest possible period for the meeting 
ef any sesnon^ or till the last guinea 
was spent, or the disaffectiont of the 
cabinet rendered their meeting neces- 
sary. Last year the whole vote of 
credit granted was three millioosy 
when the war with Aoetria was just 
commenced. If three inillioos were 
then all that were requy-ed, why 
should we now require an equal sunii 
when wejiad no place on the conti- 
nent to go to ; or for what purpose 
could it be employed except to pro- 
tract the meeting of parliament. — 
He proceeded to notice the papers 
relative to Mr. Erskine, and main- 
tained, that, though the documents 
did not justify him in making the 
motion he had intended, still it by 
no means appeared that Mr. Crskine 
had acted in contradiction to the 
spirit of his instructions. Fortu- 
nately the steps lately taken by the 
French against America gave reason 
to expect a recommencement of 
friendly relations between that coun- 
try and this. As to Sicily, he beg- 
ged to enforce on ministers the pn*- 
carious nature of such an alliance. 
This connexion could only exist be- 
tween us from day to day, and 
France, from being the least, might, 
in consequence of the late marriage, 
become the roost favoured of all na- 
tions. Besides, the principle of the 
court of Palermo was at all times 
proverbial ; atid there was reason to 
believe^ that the English bayonets kept 
the people from attacking the govern-' 
ment ! If then the vote of credit was 
not meant for America or Sicily, he 
begged to ask, was it to go to the relief 
of Spain and Porta j^al ? He regret- 
ted that the session should have been 
allowed to pass without some ques- 
tion having bc>en agitated on this 
subject. He proceeded to take a 
view of the various disappointments 
and causes pi complaint which our 



army had cocountcned . in Spain? 
that, in fact, we had been treated 
as if we had gone into an hostile 
country. The Spaniards were not 
true to themselves. He wished to 
see Lord Wellingion and bis brave- 
army in England. When he fought 
he was convinced the battle would 
be glorious ; but at the same time, 
he feared it would be similar to what 
Lord Wellingtoa said as to the bat- 
tle of Tal a vera — it would be a fruit- 
less victory. Spain seemed to be a 
gulph for swallowing up the arms 
sent to her relief by England, for,* 
no sooner were they put into the 
hands of the Spaniards than they 
found their way into those of tha 
French. The honourable gentleman 
next alluded to the attempt to steal 
away Ferdinand theSevenih, a piece 
of absurdity unworthy of the noble 
lord who sanctioned it ; which had 
not even the consent of Ferdinand 
himself, of whom they would not 
have known how to have disposed, 
even had they succeeded in stealing 
him away. South America, he was 
of opinion, might be of the greatest 
importance to this country, after the 
continent of Europe was lost to us. 
The conquest of it was not to be de- 
sired, but its commerce was great. 
The grant of the money, however, 
could not be for this object, and 
therefore he was against the bill, 
though he should not press it to a 
division. 

Mr. Canning contended, that when 
ministers had so conducted them- 
selves, as to be able to manage the 
government of the country during 
the session of parliament, it should 
not be left without the ordinary 
po\v«Ts of government at the expiry 
of the session. It could not be the 
meaning of the hon. member to ar- 
gue, that because an administration 
was weak, it ought to be deprived 
of these ordinary means. To argue 
so, the hon. gontlemati having so 
often postponed the present question, 
would be to admit that he had been 
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guRly of what lie was not very apt 
to di^— deserting his duty. He ex- 
pected the hon. gentleman would 
bare introduced his motion for peace, 
as he hdd done on former years. He 
probably had changed his opinion 
«n this subject; or if it was only an 
Mnission, that was a convincing 
prooJT that the subject had made a 
more faint impression than usual on 
the hon. gentleman's mind* The 
fight hon. gentleman argued strong- 
ly on the propriety of ouf supporting 
the cause of Spain, even were wc to 
'he governed by motives purely dis- 
interested. But supposing our mo- 
^ lives to be interested, even then, he 
contended, we were the more impe- 
riously called on to guard the out- 
works, and Bot wait till our very 
citKdel was attykcd. He concluded 
with observing,, that Mr. Erskine 
had violated the letter and spirit of 
his instructions: — the former, inas- 
mnch as having been directed to 60 
m certain thing, he had done ano- 
ther; and the latter, inasmuch as 
having been directed to concede only 
upoh terms of reciprocity, he had 
conceded without any reciprocity 
whatever. 

Mr. Whithrtad in explanation, ad- 
verted to the general scope of the 
right iion gentleman's speech, which 
was in fact, no answer to him, but 
which seemed to have been prepared 
rather as a reply to a speech expect- 
ed from a right hon. friend of his, 
who had announced his intention of 
bringing forward a motion upon the 
subject of Spain. That, motion, 
however, was abandoned; but yet 
the right hon. gcntliunan was resol- 
ved that this prepared speech shoiild 
not be lost, and therefore the house 
had been entertained by his display 
of eloquence. With regard to the 
allusion made by the right hon.^n- 
ticman. to bis opinion respecting 
peace, he could assure the right hon. 
IKcnth man, that he had not abjured, 
a!> he seemed to suppose, any opi- 
nion he bad evere xprcsscd upon that 



point.— Fe iHU ikaugii^ thai yf t^ 
ike invoiion qf^pmn^ ike continit^tnce 
of He war was 9ol£LT owing to 
THIS COUNtRf . For tke iermiiHliion 
rfikai war ke siiU naturally wuhed 
mnd hoped, and he convened ihat kis 
hope of peace was considerably encou" 
raged by ihe circumstance of the righi 
kon. gentleman's exclusion fron^ th% 
cabinet. As to the misconduct or^ 
cruelty ascribed to Bonaparte^ he be* 
lieved that nothing of ihe kind could 
exceed thai actually comwittedl^ Lord 
Wellesley in India, It did not, there- 
fore, become the friends of the noble 
marquis to be so forward and loud 
in their complaints against Bona- 
parte. In concluding, the hon. mem- 
ber took notice of the onmssion of 
ministers to advert to the Angular 
attempt to steal Ferdinand the Se* 
venth from France, an attempt which 
these ministers could not deny or 
venture to justify. 

Sir H, Montgomery J perceiving 
that the hon. gentleman having no 
personal knoulcdge, must have de- 
rived his information relative ro the 
Marquis of Wellesley's conduct in 
India, from other sources, undertook 
to say, that such information was 
totally iaUe. 

Mr. WhMbread asked whether the 
hon. baronet could deny, or would 
attempt to vindicate, the conduct 
practiced towards the Nabob of Ar- 
cot, who was given into the hands 
of his enemies, and never more heard 
of, on the invasion of the territory, 
with all its consequent cruellies? 

Sir H. Montgomery asserted that, 
to his knowledge, Lord Wellesley 
was 24iK) miles from the spot when 
the Nabob of Arcot was so surren- 
dered. 

Mr. IVhitbread ohsoT\cdy that such 
might be the ca^e, but that none of 
the cruelties which took place in 
Spain were upon the same principle 
attributable to Bonaparte. For they 
were not committed by him but by 
the army. Probably, indeed, Bona- 
parte was as little conccfmed as Lord ' 
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Wellesley in the persppal perpetra: 
lion of any cruelty or injustice, but 
was that an admissible defence for 
any government which-knew, or ought 
to know, of the misconduct of its 
agents ? 

Mr. W, Smith supported the opi- 
nions of Mr. Whitbread. 

The bill was read a third time and 
pa5se<], as was the register of the ad- 
miralty courts regulation bill, and 
the salaries' account bill, after some 
conversation between Mr. Bankes, 
Mr. Percrvai, and Mr. C. IV. Wynne. 
Wednesday, June 20. 

8BTFFIELD OOUMTBR PSTITTON. 

Mr. Wilberforct rose for the' purpose 
of performing a duty, which, notwith- 
standing his continued indisposition, he 
was proud to dischan;e. ' He held in his 
hand a petition from a very large body of 
hi« constituents, inhabitants of the town 
and Ticiniiy of Sheffield. It was from 
tbe state of his health impossible for him 
to have been in his place ^hen « peti- 
tion from that town was rejected. He 
had now only to observe, that he de- 
rived great pleasure from presenting a 
petition claiming such respect from the 
number and respectability of the per- 
s«ins whose names were a^xed to it. 

The petition was then read — it " dis- 
'' avowiid all ccmneiion with the persons 
•* who had carried the rejected petition. 
** It placed its confidence in the wisdom 
" and juitice of the house of Commons^ 
*' convinced that it would take ihe pro- 
** per means of effecting such an econo- 
*' mical and parliamentHry reformation, 
*' as to them would seem fit and proper.** 

Mp. WiiberforcCf in rising to move 
that it should lie on the table, took the 
opportunity of observing, that the house 
nost feel tbe propriety of its course, 
when it called forth such concurrence 
from tbe public as was expressed in^the 
petition just presented. He entered mto 
a panegyric upon riie many and great 
bleMinf^ which the people of this coun- 
try enjoyed, by that constitution which 
was the object of udmtration with all 
nations. With respect to parliamentary 
reform, he, who whs a moderate rr/hnn- 
rr, preferred a time of eoolneu rather 
than one of public heat for the discussion 
ffthat great question, because the greater 
danger teas, test the house should go too 
far^ rather than not fat enough^ infol" 
kming up such a principle. 



Mr. Hutchinson said, that how<tv>er 
disposed he might have been to let the 
present motion pass without any obser- 
vation upon -his part, yet there were one 
or two passages m the speech by which 
it had been introduced, which be could 
not so readily suffer to go unnoticed. It 
had been too much the practice of thoa* 
wlio pretended to an exclusive attach- 
ment for the constitution to call in quet-. 
tion the motives of the men who, in or- 
der to preserve that constitution, were 
anxious to abolish all the abutet that ea-> 
dangered ic. He certainly could not im* 
pute to the hon. gentleman the having 
made any direct charges of that sort, but 
the general tenor or bis speech did ap- 
pear to him (Mr. H.) to convey roor« 
than indirect insinuations to that effect. 
He would not follow tbe hon. gentleman 
in the steps of his elaborate eulogy, but 
surely if the constitution was worthy of 
such high prahe, it more particularly 
called for their preventing care; and 
without imputing motives to any set of 
men, he could not help thinkmg that 
they who were anxious to remove these 
blemishes which the innovations of time 
had introduced, gave as rational^ prooft 
of their loyal attachment to the consti- 
tution, as those who thought it enoug)i 
to praise it. He, for his part^ wotud 
rather witness the removal of those d^ 
fects that had grown upon the constitm^ 
tion, than listen to the vague praius if 
its original excellence. He preferred 
those practical eulogies that took effec' 
ttuil care to preserve what they pruned. 
Another point was, the right ot' petition- 
ing: this was one of the most valued 
and unquestioned rights of the p(H>ple. 
He feared that the conduct of the house 
that sessions had not been such as to 
shew their respect for that right. In ex- 
amining petitions it had too much in- 
dulged in a minute and verbal criticism^ 
equally unworthy their dignity and their 
justice. He conteuded that so invalua- 
ole a right ought not to be defeated by 
sophistical cavils. The language of in- 
dignant complaint could not be expect- 
ed to please the objects of it. That 
house, constituted as it then was, had 
been the sulyect of general complaint 
and dlbtrust, and would, he /eared, con- 
tinue to be so till the wisties of the coun- 
try were yielded to in a reform of its re-" 
presentation; On the subject of privi- 
lege he would say norhing more, than 
that he had always tliought that the pri- 
vileges o£ that house were only valuabk 
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people's liberties: cer- 
>nceived to be the ob- 
Lion, and in that Tiew 
e obliged to give it as 
[>n that the exercise of 
uring that session had 
istances hostile to the 
mntry. , 

bsenredf that after all 
the disQgreen^ents of the session, in which 
miiiisti^rS \«ere left in many minorities^ 
it was impossible for him to subscnV>e to 
the inf: rice, th<<t they separated with 
thnt unity of sentiment which the hon. 
mover fancied to exist. He was assured 
chat the real fact was, that the house 
during the session had done nothing to 
raise itself in the estimation of the pub- 
lic. He did, however, hope, that when 
it was again assembled it would feel the 
absolute necessity of taking the course 
recommended by the petitioD^ namely, 
of considering the best means of an eco- 
Aomical and pa4iamentary reformation. 
He hailed the admission of such grave 
authority as that of the hon. mover, 
when he pronounced himself a friend to 
reform. ^ 

Mr. Wilberforce in explanation said, 
that he had not avowed himself a friend 
to parUamentary reform^ only that he 



preferred for such ccntiderationf aseasom 
when the public mind was not sanguine in 
ikepursuitf because then there was no 
ianfcir of carrying theprineiple to a dan- 
geroas extreme. 

Lord Temple observed, that when tpe- 
ci6c grievances were brought forward, 
he was most ready to admit that specific 
remedies ought to be considered. In 
that view, and in that view only, was 
he a friend to reform, always opposed 
as he should be to general undefined 
changes, such as was demanded under 
what the public clamour designated par- 
liamentary reform. He defended the 
pnvileges of the house of commons, but 
protested against tlie principle of any 
subordinate court being allowed to de- 
cide upon them. 

Thursday^ June^X. 

The Speaker took the chair at a quar- 
ter before three o'clock. 

The Deouty Usher of the Black Rod 
summoned the house to the bouse oi 
peeia^ to hear commissions read for pass- 
mg bills, and the prorogation of pailia* 
ment. The Speaker, attended by the 
members, went up, and returned in about 
twenty minutes. He read the Speech, as 
usual, at the table to the several mem- 
bers ywho imrfSediately after separated. 



ItBsoLtJTfONs, Petitions, Remonstrances, &c. on the 

Liberty of the Subject and Parliamentary 

Reform, 1810. 



CiTT OF ROCHESTER. 
Ai a Meeting of the Citizens and Inho" 
bitants of the City of Rochester, as- 
sembled under the Court Hall^ on 
Monday, the Sth instant^ the follow* 
hug Resolutions and address were unor 
nimolisly agreed to. ^ 

1. Resolv^, That this roeetmg views 
with sorrow and regret, the alarming 
extent of power assumed and exercised 
by the Commons House of Parliament, 
m the imprisonment of Mr. Gale Jones 
and Sir Francis Burdett, inasmuch as 
their punishment, without trial or con« 
▼iction, is, in our opinions, a direct 
Tiolation of the rights of the people, 
contrary to the principles of the British 
constitution, and totally destructive to 
tlie grand palladium of English liberty, 
a trial by jury. 

2. Resolved, That the decisions of 



the house of Commons on tlie important 

auestions which have been brought un- 
er their consideration, particularly the 
iovestigation respecting the Duke of 
York, the sale ot seats in parliament, 
the inquiring into the Walcheren expe- 
dition, and lastly, the imprisonment of 
John Gale Jones and Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, have been contrary to evidence in 
the first cases, and T^itbout the least 
atom of evidence in the last case, and 
in direct opposition to the sense of the 
nation, which clearly proves that the 
influence of the crown predominates 
more in that assembly than the voice oS 
the people. / 

3. Resolved, That a petition be pre- 
sented by our worthy jrepreseotative, J. 
Cal craft, Esq. to that hon. bouse, pray- 
ing them to revise their late proceeaings, 
and restore Mr. Gale Jopes and Sir F. 
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Bardett to their families, and as we are 
c(mvinced thai these evils, vf which we 
so justly complain, can (mlvbe effecttially 
remedied by a radical reform in the con^ 
stitution of that honourable house, to 
request tbey will assist that worttjy ba- 
ronet in bis eiforts to obtain that impor- 
tant object, the necessity of which is • 
§0 universally acknowledged. And that 
such petition be signed by the chairman, 
and nfty freemen, as the representatives 
of this meeting. 

4. Resolved, Tliat the thanks of this 
meeting be given to Sir Francis Burdetr, 
for his honest and disinterested zeal, 
which he has uniformly displayed both 
in and out of parliament, against injus- 
tice and peculation, particularly for 
brioging forward to public notice the 
ne&rious transaction at Chelsea Hospi- 
tal, the inhuman conduct towards a 
British sailor, at Sombrero, and' the 
iroprisnnment of John Gale Jonte, all 
which prove that he is equally a friend 
to the gallant tar, the veteran soldier, 
and the virtuous citizen. 

5. Resolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to John Calcrapt, 
£s^ our worthy representative, for his 
upright conduct in parliament, and par- 
ticularly for his recent declaration, re- 
specting the necessity of a reform. " 

6. Reived, That the late resolution 
be transmitted to Mr. Calcraft, accom- 
panied with the one containing the 
thanks to Sir F. Burdett, and that he be 
requested, in company with Mr. J. 
Hulks, to wait upon the bon. baronet 
with Uie same. 

7. Resolved, That with respect to the 
conduct of our other representative. Sir 
Thomas Boulden Thompson, hart, comp- 
troller of the navy, we view with disgust 
his slavish adherence to the minister oj 
the day, by his votes in that hon. house,, 
tm the discussion of those great public 
questions before enumerated, and which 
clearly convince us of the necessity of 
reform, and a recarrence and adherence 
to the principles declared by the bill of 
rights — ** That no placeman or pensioner 
** shall be eligible to sit in the commons 
^ boose of parliament.^ 

8. Resolved, That the constitutional 
mode of obtaining redress of grievances 
is by petition, und any person who at- 
tempts, either under the cloak of office, 
or by any other means, to impede pub- 
tic meetings, the object of which is con- 
fCitutionally to discuss public measures, 



is an enemy to the privileges of the peo- 
ple, and a base violator of the rights of 
Englishmen. 

9. Resolved, That the conduct of the 
present mavor, in refusing to grant a 
common ball to the freemen of this city, 
when requested so to do, is an infringe* 
ment of those rights, which, upon en* 
tering into office, he solemnly swore to 
protect, and manifestly proves him either 
to be a friend to corruption, or a tool 
to those who are, and in either case de- 
serves the detestation and •ontempt of 
his fellow citizens. 

10. Resolved, That the thanks of thit 
meeting be given to J. Hulkes, Esq. 
our worthy chairman, for the attachment 
and regard he has evinced, upon every 
occasion for the interest and welfare of 
his fellow citizens, and particularly for 
his patriotic support in the principles of 
this meeting, and his impartial conduct 
this day in the chair. 

BERWICK-UP#N-TWEED. 

The loyal inhabitants of Berwick-upon* 
Tweed having been con-vened by James 
Graham, Esq. the coroner, in the ab" 
sence of the Mayor, (who has not been 
at Berwick for some time,) thefoUow^ 
ing Resolutions were passed without a 
dissentient voice, 

I. That a letter of thanks from thit 
corporation be sent to Sir F. Burdett^ 
for his steady perseverance to procure 
a redress t>f grievances, and a reform in 
parliament, and his uniform patriotic 
defence of tlie liberties of the people, 
particularly in the case of Mr. Gale 
Jones, who is lYow immured in a gaol, 
without having the benefit of that in- 
valuable privilege, which is so justly 
dear to every Englishman — a trial by 
jury. And that our present representa- 
tives be instructed to support the peti- 
tion presented to parliament, by the in- 
dependent electors of Westminster; and 
that our present members be further in- 
structed, to support to the utmost of 
their power and abilities, the motion in- 
tendvSd to be brought forward for a re- 
form in the British house of Commons. 

II. That a petition and address for a 
more equal representation of the people 
in parliament, and for a redress of 
grievances, be presented to the house of 
Commons, and that our represrntatives 
be instructed to present ana support the 
same. 

Berwick, May 5, 1810. 
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TUe followiDK is a copy of Uk letter 
transmitted to sir F. Burdctr, and of the 
nameff of the gentlemen sigriiug: 
To Sir F. Burdett, bakt. 
Sir; We the free and independent 
burgesses of Berwick-upon-Tweed, ta- 
kjnj^ into consideration the particular cir^ 
cumstances in which this country has 
been placeil for a long time past ; the 
many important discussions wliidh have 
taken place; the great variciy of abuses 
which have been (iis< nvered in ahnost 
every departrr.eut of the stat^, and have, 
more or less, enizautd the attention of 
every considciAte man; with the late 
transactiuu^ ^^hich have Justly filled the 
nation with alarming anxiety. — In all the 
debates which these matters have given 
birth tOy in the British house of Com- 
roonSf as well as upon any public occa- 
ston, it hat given us much satisfaction to 
observe, that you have been the uniform 
friend to not only parliamentary reform, 
but to tbe reform of all other abuses. 
We haw likewise ohtervedt with pleamre 
that your wtaxiiM of reform, however 
much ihetf have been stigmatised by the 
friends <} corruption^ tcere not the ideas 
of a fanciful theorist, but the calm inves- 
tigatiou if a mind, accustomed to deep 
research^ pointing out, upon every occa^ 
sion, the constitution in its original pu- 
rity, as a rallying point for every real 
lover of his country- This is the reform 
which we want, and none other. We 
have likewise observed, with much plea- 
sure, that you have been the uniform 
friend of the distressed ; you have upon 
every occasion exerted yourself to pro- 
cure a redress of their wrongs, or to mi- 
tigate the sulFeriogB of tho.se who had 
few to help them. ^These things have 
endeared you to the friends of humanity, 
and must, no doubt be a source of in- 
ward pleasure and satisfaction to your- 
^self. The lively interest which you took 
\elative to the commitment of Mr. Gale 
Jone»«co Newgate, (and which was the 
leading cause'of your own much-to-be- 
lainenUd situation) was greatly interest- 
ing to every englishman. We will not 
enter into tlie discussion of the privileges 
of the house of Commons. They cer- 
tainty have privileges of an extensive na- 
ture, and so long as they are exerted in 
the defence of the lives, liberty, and - 
property of the people, ue sincerely, 
hope they will be luamtained inviolattf. 
Btit that any individuals, shpuld be com* 
mitied to gaol for an inthimiJte length of 



time, because they have presumed to 
distDss tbe merits or demerits of our own 
representatives; or even to publish their 
own opinions upon their conduct, with- 
out having the benefit of what is justly 
dear to Eng^lishmen, a trial by jury,- fills 
us with the most alarming apprehensions, 
and we scru^>le not to say, if passed into 
a law, or made a precedent for future 
conduct, all the gaols of the kingdom 
will not be sufficient to contain the 
twentietli part of the people who maj 
be found guilty. We consider the free- 
dom of discussion, and the liberty of the 
f)ress, as the birth-right of every Eng- 
ishman, and the best guardian of our 
rights and privileges, and hope, that 
they will be handed down inviolate to 
the latest posterity. It is from these 
considerations that we are this day as- 
sembled to express our gratitude to you, 
and to instruct our members to exert all 
their abilities to obtain a reform in the 
British bouse of Commons, trusting that 
you will continue the steady and in- 
flexible patriot, with no other object m 
view, but the good of our country, and 
the happiness of every individual. — We 
sincerely hope, that you will soon be re- 
stored to your anxious family, ana to 
fulfil the important duties of the repre- 
sentation or your worthy electors. We 
are very respectfully, oir, your most 
humble servants, 

Jaues Graham, Coroner. 
[Tliis letter was signed by other 65 
burgesses.] 

Berwick, May 11, 1810. 
AAer the circulation of this paper 
some of the magistrates issued the fol- 
lowing notice: — 

'' It appearing to us highly improper 
and indecorous, tliat the coroner of this 
borough should take upon himself to 
convene a corporate meeting, which he 
has no authority to do by the charter^ 
constitution, or usage of the corpora- 
tioii : and that 66 out of upwards of 500 
resident burgesses should, at a meeting 
so convened, make use of the name and 
authority of the corporation in passing 
resolutions and giving instructions to the 
representatives of the borough, and that 
it IS proper that such of the burgesses as 
disapprove of this proceedijig, should 
have an early opportunity of shewing 
liicir disapprobation, we request a meet- 
ing oH^ those burgesses who concur with 
us in opinion, ut the Town Hall, on 
W eduesduy, Juiie the first at ten o'clock* 
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TO TBB IHBABITANTS AT LABGE. 

"We also request a meeting of the in- 
ktbitanttof the pariah to consider of 
tbe propriety of entering into resolutions 
of a contrary tendency to those at the 
■leeting on the 5tb inst. at the Town 
Hall on the same day, at one o'clock. 
John Clukib, David Logan, James 
Bell, W. Pattisoit.'' 

IbwH-Hali, Berwick, May 21. 

Accordingly at the time appointed, a 
Bomerous meeting of the burgesses took 
jrface. One of the magistrates then 
came forward, and proposed, Uiat a re- 
soladon disapproving of die former ones 
aboald be adopted and signed by the 
meeting. — ^It is impossible for ns to de- 
scribe the particulars of tbts meeting, 
but the war of words, we understand, 
« ig ct t, and the epithets of placemen, 
pensioners, abettors of cormption, &c. 
were pleottfoUy bestowed upon those 
J^tlernen who had called the meeting. 
Tbe damonr at length became so great 
and the sense of the meeting so deci- 
dedly hostile to the proposed resolution, 
that a very large majority of the bur- 
gnses fitted tbe Inner Hall, and 
•topped m the Outer one, when a num- 
ber signed the original resotutions. The 
magistrates also signed their resolution, 
and in course of the forenoon they went 
canvassing for names, but with little 
•ocoess. But this repulse at the bur- 
gesses meeting was nothing to tbe ter- 
rible defeat which they had to sustain , 
ac tbe Hieeting which assembled at one 
o'clock. 

At aboot half past one o'clock, the 
inhabitants began to assemble, and the 
Inaer UaM was soon completely filled. 
Mr. J. Graham's arrival was announced 
by thunders of applause. Mr. R. Homer 
Iben moved, that John Ciunie, Esq. do 
take tbe chair (loud cries of No ! no !) 
Mr. J. Orabam was then proposed by 
Bomeroos voices to take the chair, and 
at the reqoest of J, Ciunie, Esq. a divi- 
BKHi took place, when there appeared 
Imc few oat of several hundreds in favour 
of himself. Mr. Graham immediately 
took tbe chair amidst loud huzzas, and 
addressed tbe meeting in an able speech, 
idter wfaicb, Mr. George Bogue canM? 
Ibrward with the following resolutions : 

Resolved, 1st. That this meeting do 
highly approve of tbe proceedings of the 
bargesses of this boron^, at their meet- , 
jag of tbe 8tb inhtaot, m which they ex- 
pressed tbeir approbation of the conduct 
of 6ir F. Burdetty and entirely concur 



in tbeir opinion that a reform in parlia- 
ment is absolutely necessary for tlie sal 
vation of our country. — 3d. That this 
meeting do highly disapprove of the con- 
duct of the magistrates above-named, 
in calling a meeting for the specific pur* 
pose of counter acting tbe resolutions of 
the meeting of the burgesses on tlie 8th 
iustant, legally and constitutionally con- 
vened ; and tbe more so, that after fiud- 
ine at the meeting convened by them- 
selves, that a great majority disapproved 
of their proceedings, they have resorted 
to the unconstitutional means of canvas- 
sing the borough, and using tlieir influ- 
ence for obtaining signatures to their 
counter-resolutions. — Sd, Tliat this meet- 
ing do recommend to the burgesses of 
this borough, previously to the election 
of their representatives in parliament 
seriously to consider whether those per- 
sons who offer themsslved as candidates 
are men of such independent principles 
as entitle them to the confidence of their 
constituents : and that a petition to the 
Commons house of parliament, for a 
more equal representation of the people, 
and for a redress of grievances, be pre- 
sented from this meeting. — ith, That llie 
thanks of this meeting be given to the 
chairman, for his able and impartial 
conduct in the chair. — 5ih, That the 
above resolutions be signed by the chair- 
man, and inserted in the Alfred London 
newspaper, and Berwick Advertiser. 

The first, second, and third resolu- 
tions were thvti after some debate put, 
and carried amidst a general acclama- 
tion. — ^Thechairman tiien read a draught 
of a petition to the house of commons, 
for a reform in that liouse, which was 
most highly and loudly approved of. 
The magistrates who called the meeting 
retired with one or two of their friends, 
amidst groans, hisses, and cries of 
"sneaking off, — sneaking off, — stole 
"away, atole away.** — Mr. Jameson 
then moved the 4th resoliition, which 
was unanimously agreed to amidst the 
leudest plaudits. It was then moved 
that these resolutions be inserted in the ' 
Berwick Advertiser, and in tlie Alfred 
Ixindon papeV, wliich was agreed to.-^ 
On the motion of Mr. Jameson, that a 
committee be appointed to revise and 
correct the petition wliich had been read 
by the chairman, to be prt^sented to the 
house of Commons for a retorm thereof, 
and that it be signed by the chairman 
and the committee in behalf oi' the 
meeting, ^as unanimously agreed to.— 
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A number of gentlemen were then noml- 
ttated and appointed as a committee /or 
that purpose. 

Mr. Graham was then chaired from 
the hall, and followed by several hun- 
dred of the inhabitants, who cheered 
liim all the way to his own house. 

LONDON. 

SMITBy MAYOR. 

M a Commim Council, holden in the 
CkamberqftkcGuildhuilqfthe CUy 
ef London^ on Wednesday^ the 6th of 
June^ 1810. 

Reeolved, That an humble petition 
be presented from the court to the ho- 
nourable the house of Commons, repre- 
senting, that, in approaching that hon. 
bouse to lay. before them the ounaerous 
grievances under which we labour, we 
acknowledge their undoubted right to 
exercise alTfair, iust, and constitutional 
prrriltfges originaJly intended, and wisely 
continued, for mjiintaining the dignity, 
stulependence, and security of their de- 
liberations and proceedings. 

That while we feel it our duty to sup- 
port and uphold that honouruble house,' 
at all tiroes and under all circumstances, 
in the possession of those privileges, we 
cannot but lament, that tne late exer- 
dse of their power, in the airest and 
imprisonment of two of our fellow sub- 
jects, should have produced conseouen- 
ces most afflicting and deplorable in 
their nature. 

That witlK>ut entering into the merits 
of a question which is shortly to undergo 
legal decision, we cannot forbear ex- 
pressing our concern and sorrow that at 
a time when the whole nation was anx- 
iously looking to an inquiry uf the most 
important kind, the people should have 
been debarred from the said inquiry by 
the enforcement of one of their standing 
orders; a measure calculuted to distract 
fh^pubiic attentitin from the 0rou mis^ 
ewduct of his Majesty s minufers, and 
tending to screen from condign punish^ 
ment the criminal authors of unexampled 
disgraces and calamities. 

That ve haife seen with astonishment 
gnd indignation, theperxon uho enforced 
the standing order, regarded with a in- 
erative sinecure, and notwithstanding the 
decided and degrading rejection of the 
tender made by him, once ntore to repre- 
sent his constituents in parliament, af^ 
tertDurds raised to one of the highest (^ 
(^ nnder the crowfs* 



That, under these extraordinary and 
almost incredible circumstances of trust 
improvidently bestowed, and of emolu- 
ment and honour lavislUy conferred, 
alike insulting to the nation at large, and 
destructive o? all mutual confidence, we 
have beheld, with regret and astonish- 
ment, the silence and seeming indiffei^ 
ence, both of the hereditary councillors 
of the crown, and of the representatives 
of the people. 

That we earnestly entreat the atten- 
tion of that honourable house to the 
great and imminent dangers in which 
we conceive the country is involved, to 
the manifold injuries and abuses we con- 
sider it to be sustaining from those who 
preside over its councils, and to the 
means we humbly presume to think kre 
best adapted to produce a better and 
happier state of things. 

That during a warfare of unparalleled 
misery, expenditure, and destruction, 
We have submitted to unprecedented 
burthens and privations. 

That those burthens have been greatly 
aggravated by unequal taxation, capri- 
cious assessments, vexatious surcharges, 
and arbitrary inquisitions into our pri" 
vate concerns* 

That during the severe pressure of 
an enormously increased and increasing 
weight of taxation, abuses, J rauds, cor- 
ruptions, and peculations, no leu enor^ 
mous, have been found to exist. 

That these burthens haye been fmther 
increased by a profusion of useless pla- 
ces and pensions. 

That bv such shameful frauds, waste, 
and piofbgacy, our burthens ;have been 
augmented, our sufferings ag^vated, 
and our feelings outraged. 

That, although there has appeared no 
deficiency of means to levy and enforce 
the pavmeni of taxes, we have to com- 
plain that no adequate means h^ve^yet 
been devised to prevent the misapplica- 
tion of them, nor any law nor tribunal 
found sufficient to correct abuse, or 
bring great public delinquents to justice. 

That these enormous abuses are not 
only felt as intolerable grievances, mate- 
rially impairing the property of the peo- 
ple, but by means of the most mon« 
strous and pernicious influence they 
create, are subversive of the vital prin- 
ciples of the constitution. 

That their natural operation is to ren- 
der the legislature* subservient to the 
executive power— a juncture in wbicb 
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k has been predicted by the ablest po- 
liticians that the constitution would in- 
evitably perish. 

That duly impressed with the n^agni- 
tnde of our external dangers, we are 
nevertheless of opinion that these inter- 
nal abuses, corruptions, and violations 
of law, as they are the more insidious, 
are also the more fearful and alarming. 

That we concur in a declaration re* 
corded upon the journals of the house of 
Lords, lo a protest signed by the late 
Duke of Portland, and thirty-one more 
peers, " that from the history of this, 
" as well as other countries, times of 
" necessity have always been, times of 
* reform." 

That we cannot but express our con- 
currence with another pan of the said 
protest — '* because, however the waste 
^ of public money and the profusion of 
" useless salaries^ may have been hither- 
** to overlooked in days of wealth and 
** prosperity^ the necessities of the pre* 
" sent times can no longer endure the 
** same system of corruption and Iprodi- 
"gality." 

That without recnrriftg to those facts 
and cirumstances, universally known and 
admitted, by which it appears that a 
majority of members are returned through 
the influence of the government, of peers, 
and other individuals spt* culating in the 
rights and liberties of their fellow "sub- 
jects, the evils already stated afford suf- 
ficient evidence of the pernicious influ- 
ence e&istingy and tlie want of a real 
and efficient representation. 

That it is equally notsrious, that a 
very considerable number of the mem- 
bers of that hon. house hold lucrative 
places, appointments, and sinecures un- 
der tUs crown; almost invariably sup- 
porting the existing administration, or 
evading inquiry for the correction and 
ft form of abuses. 

That the influence, which such ap- 
pointments must create, is not confined 
to those who possess, but extends to 
others, desirous of obtaining them, and 
who, we are weil assure, seek seats in 
that honourable bouse, at considerable 
eipeoce, for that puruose only. 

That however notorious these facts have 
hten, never before has corruption, in the 
return of members, and the sale of seats, 
been publicly avowed in thai honourable 
house, btf members of the government and 
others. 

Tint it has appeared that Lord Cas- 
tlereaghy ajoaember of the house of Com- 



mons, and a minister of the crowo, was 
guilty of a high breach of the constitu- 
tion, by traihcking for a s&at in parlia- 
ment in exchange for a writership ; and 
that, although he himself adqiitied the 
fact, no punishment, nor even censare, 
was inflicted upon him, but that, on the 
contrary^ he was, in defiance of all de- 
cency, and in contempt of public opi- 
nion, suffered to retain his oihcial si- 
tuation. 

lliat while the said Lord Castlereagh, 
and the right hon. Spencer Perceval, 
another member of that hon. house, and 
also a minister of the crown, were chaciged 
with another high breach of the consti- 
tution — the first in the disposal of a seat, 
and the second in conniving thereat — s 
motion for inquiry into ttie same was 
rejected, upon the declared ground of 
the frequency of such practices. 

That contrary to every principle of 
justice, the very ground of aggravation 
was thereby made an exculpation of the 
crime. That it is our decided convio* 
tion that nothing short of a reform m 
the representation oi the people in par- 
liament, can correct these inveterate 
abuses, and repair the breaches in the 
constitution. 

That had the people been fairiy re- 
presented, there would have been no 
ruinous wars for the preservation of n 
German electorate — no subsidies levied 
upon the labour and industry of the na- 
tion, to be sQuandered in fruitless con- 
tinental attachments— no anny of foreign 
mercenaries in the very heart of th« 
land — no wretchedly-contrived cam- 
paigns for the relief and emancipatioii 
of the great and gallant people of Spain, 
rendered still more painful by the ex- 
traordinary valour oi British soldiers, 
and the miserable policy of British 
statesmen — no prodigal waste ot blood 
and treasure in the preposterous and ill- 
fated expedition to vVulcheren and the 
Scheldt — no escape of public peculators 
and robbers from merited punisliment — 
no men advanced to high places of ho- 
nour and emolument who had bees 
deemed unworthy of the confidence of 
their constituentsr— no tax upon ii^come, 
in which the means of acquiri|ig the 
nature and variation of property are 
levelled, confounded and swallowed up. 

We therefore pray that honourable 
house* to take all these matters into their 
serious consideration, and to devise lucb 
means us by the destruction of corrupt, 
depopulated, and nomiuai borouglis, ih<? 
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c^tenstoQ of Cbe elective franchise, the 
eachision of plncemen and pensioners^ 
aad the abridged duration of parlia- 
awBtiy will secure to the people their 



[Acretrtt. 



/bit share of their ri^ts, liberties, and 
blesnngs, which the cunstitvtion unde- 
niably meant they should enjoy. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 



ON INCLOS1TRKS* 



T« the Ediior. 

The advantages of enclosures to 
the kingdom at large, as a means of in- 
creasing its population and strength* 
i believe will not be doubted even by 
thoad who are the most deeply versed 
in politfca) ceconomy; and though 
they have of late years been very nu- 
Iberous, yet the obstacles which im- 
pede their farther increase, are so 
weighty and powerful, that mi^ny 
millions of acres must remain in a 
atate of incultivation and waste till 
these obstacles are removed. The 
most formidable difficulty which op- 
poses itself to the progress of inclo- 
sures, is the great expence with 
which they are attended. A few 
years ago, during the tine of great 
scarcity, it was attempted, in the 
liouse of Cdmroons, to lessen these 
difficulties, by diminishing such un- 
justifiable expences ; and a number 
of resolutions were euteied on the 
^Hirnals of the hou«e, which, could 
^hey ha\c been carried into effect, 
would have been of infinite service 
to the nation. 

The first of these resolutions, as 
^mended by the Lords, stated, — That 
ID order to promote the cultivation 
of waste, uninclosed aud unproduc- 
tive lands, coiTimons, common ara- 
ble fields, and common meadows in 
this kingdom, it may be expedient to 
adopt such regulations as would di- 
minish the expence of inclosing and 
improving the same under the autho- 
rity of parliament. — ^I'hc second re- 
solution proposed to dimmihh these 
expences by admitting affidavits to 
bq taken in the country, in ih'c room 



of the parole evidence «ow required 
by the hoitse of Commons. The 
third stated that it is expedient to 
pass a general law comprising all 
such provisions as have by experi- 
ence been found requisite in bills oC 
inclosure, and to which all such bills 
in future should be referred. Fourth* 
iy, — It was resolved that to diminish 
other expences incidental to iaelo* 
suies it may be cxpt^ient to make a 
general law for taxing the bilb of 
solicitors, and regulating the con* 
dact of commissioners. And, fifth- 
!>:♦ it was resolved, — ^That it may be 
expedient to provide that bills for the 
inclosing small tracts of land not ex- 
ceeding three hundred acres should 
be considered, as to the payment of 
fees, only as single bills, and that 
those for the inclosure of lands not 
exceeding a hundred acres should be 
subject to only half the foes due or 
a single bill. The measure went it% 
both cases to bo proved as is pro- 
posed by the second resolution re- 
garding notices and consent. 

The grand jury for the county of 
York, and Sir G. Armytage at their 
head, in the year 1801, with alaud^ 
able zeal for the improvement of the 
country, and a lamentable ignorance 
of the principles of population, drew 
up a number of resoly tions, of which 
tho substance is, — That tlie produce 
of com in this country having for 
many years fallen short of the coi%* 
sumption, and that there being now 
according to the report of the com* 
mittee of waste lands, 7300,000 
acres in common, waste, and ua« 
cultivated- lauds, it is expedient to 
use every proper means for the bring*- 
ing into cultivation the lands above 
mentioued ; and as a means not only 
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of promoting inc!o$ureS| but of ini* 
proving that already laclosed, the/ 
recoramond a commutation of ty thes : 
they also state that the ex pence of 
inclosure bills might be considerably 
diminished. I'o propose inclosures 
ts a means of increasing provisions, 
seems to Suppose that all the waste 
lands could be cultivated by the pre- 
sent Txipuiation, whereas nothing 
can be more obvioas to common 
sense, thun that by increadng the 
means of subsistence, population 
must increase also, though as Mr. 
Malthos has proved, in a much 
grpater proportion. Inclosures can 
only be coni»dered as a means of in- 
creasing population, and as such 
they arc a national concern, but 
they arc by no mt^ans the sole remedy 
for a defective supply of provisions, 
for whenever God sends meat he al- 
ways sends men to eat it, or to 
waste it: to took to this therefore as 
a resource against a time of scarcity, 
is a forlorn hope and not to be relied 
on. Prudence, ceconoray, and good 
laws must proportion the supply to 
the population. Inclosures I mean 
only to consider as a source of in- 
creasing population, and in this 
light it is a pity that any obstacles 
should remain to^check their pro- 
gress till every acre in the whole 
country is inclosed and rendered 
fruitful : and yet the expences of in- 
closures are such as to amount to a 
total stop to them in small concerns, 
and even great ones are hardly equal 
to pay the expences of the bills for 
passing them, and the bills of the 
lawyers and commissioners. It is 
therefore high time that such abuses 
should be examined and reformed. 
The circumstances that first brought 
these things to my knowledge is ha- 
ving lately been concerned in the 
division of a commonin the quality 
of agent for my father: the whole 
did not amount to four hundred 
acres, of which his allotment was 
only twenty three acres, and hit pro^ 



portion of the Expences came to mta 
nundred dndjorttf eight pounds i At 
this rate all the poorer freeholders 
were forced to sell their allotraenU 
to pay their part of the expences.- — 
The solicitor's bill, including the ex- 
pences of the house of Commons, 
which I believe are near 400L %- 
mounted to 9OOI. 

Under the law of indotores as it 
stands at present there is no remedy 
ibr these abuses, but the tedious and 
expensive process of a law suit ; for 
though in every inclosure bill BSk 
auditor is appointed to overlook and. 
pass the accounts of the commts*. 
sioners, and every individual coi»« 
cerned has a ri^ht to examine thoao 
accounts at the solicitoi^s office^ 
previous to paying his part of the 
commissioners' bill, yet as that au- 
ditor is get»erally nominated by tho 
solicitor, he is generally a lawyer, s» 
that having a mutual understanding 
with each other, his signing the ac- 
count is a mere matter of form, and 
taxing it would be thought a verf 
great piece of indelicacy to his friend 
the solicitor. Now in the mom of 
this proceeding I should propose 
that the accounts of the commission- 
ers be laid before a general meeting 
held by the proprietors, and not left, 
as they now are, to be taxed by one 
9T two individuals, an odious office 
whidi in such a case all decline* 
When they are thus publicly brought 
forth and examined, the solicitors 
will be careful how they make un- 
just charges, and the task of revi- 
sion will rest with the whole meet- 
ing, and not with one individual, 
who, should he refuse to pay their 
enormous demands must submit to 
an actiou-at law; and though «> jury 
might determine according to justice, 
it is still an unpleasant resort.— No- 
thing else can in my opinion lessen 
the flagrant iniquity of commission- 
ers and solicitors : let them l>e sub- 
ject to 'account to the whole body 
of proprietors^ and they, will the« 
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be more reasonable in ttieir charges ; 
they oa^ht to be paid liberally birt 
not profusely, and they may then 
deserve the praise of honesty. 
I remain, kc. 

W. BlTKDOy. 

Dec. la I8O9. 



CHARACTBR OP ]||R< PITT« 

Sir, 
Should you have room, I hope 
joQ will insert, in your valuable 
and indepcndendent publication, the 
following character of Mr. Pitt, and 
the administration, formed under his 
auspices, and which has been, and 
fUll continues to be so great a curse 
to the nation. We cannot too often 
look back to the wicked and tyranni-"^ 
cal measures of this minister, who, 
during a time of alarm and pro- 
scriptiony contrived to make himself 
popular; though, he was stabbing 
the constitution of his country to 
the very vitals, accumulating, in 
the wantonness of power, burdens 
upon his countrymen, by a system 
of taxation which our ancestors 
would never have submitted to; and 
lavishing upon spies and favourites, 
the hard earnings of the poor trades- 
man and mechanic.-^To this man, 
«n apostate as soon as he reached to 
manhood, is our country indebted 
for all its present ills ; and though, 
he may be annually tbasted by the 
minions whom he enriched, and 
raised from obscurity, and by the 
greedy merchant whose principle is 
the monopoly of commerce, and 
whose gold is his God, yet will im- 
partial posterity consign him to that 
infamy which his evils deeds so 
justly deserve. 

Tour's sincerely, 

PUBUCOLA. 

Limdony June 16, 1810. 



Character of Mb. Pitt. 
[From the Edin. Review, Auril 1810.] 
" The trade of a spy wjis then (in the 
years, 1792, 9, 4, &c.) not merely lucra- 



tive ; it had almost ceased to be degra- 
dmg. Friends of the constitution, as 
they were called, conveyed the dark 
hinti and earned tlie careless words of 
the supposed democrat, ^m bouse t^ 
house, till at last his person was watched^ 
his temper tried, the accents of discon- 
tent registered, as they were wrung from 
his lips by every indignity which the per- 
tecutien cf society (if we may so speak) 
can inflict; — and then his company 
•hunned by the base and the cowardly^ 
— or only resorted to by the loyal who 
bad not yet fattened upon him^ and Iiad 
their fortune still to make out of his life 
and conversation. We speak not from 
heorsay-^or from fancy — but from dis- 
thict and personal recollection ; for fif- 
teen years have not pasted over oar 
heads, since every part of the island, 
from the metropolis to the meanest vil- 
lage that supports an attorney or a cu- 
rate, teemed with the wreirlied vermin 
whom we are in vain attempting to de- 
scribe. We speak, indeed, from notes 
that are still fresh and legible ; for, turn 
which way we will, we now Bee almost 
all the pUnes of trust and profit in this 
island filled with persons, for whose ele« 
vation we should nud it hard to account, 
if we did not look back to their appren- 
ticeships in 1794 and 1795. We speak 
from a feeling recollection ; — for whew? 
did this unutterable baseness— this tnfi* 
nite misery — this most humiliating curse, 
fall so heavily as in the very city (Edin* 
burgh) where we now write ?— and for 
no other reason, but because Scotland 
has no popular spirit, from having no 
popular elections — and because her courts 
Of justice were, at that time, consider^ 
ably behind the courts of Wntmimstfr, 
In London, the evil was less sevrr^y 
felt; but it was no fault of Mr. Pici*9 
that it stopt where it did. He had com- 
mitted iu his youth the sin of reform;-^ 
he had an atonement to make for an 
offence mily pardonable on the score of 
that heedless and tender age— only to be 
expiated by the most glaring proofil «f 
amendment. 

" Mr. Frost (prosecuted for a feir 
careless expressions spoken in a cofiee 
house) had been a reformer too ;. and 
had even held a high office among the 
members of Mr, Pitt's society. In this 
capacity he liad had constant comntHii- 
cutions with that distinguished peno* 
nage ; and, at his trial, could even pro^ ' 
dure tlie most cordial and respectful 
letter, oa the interesu of their ** grcal 
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Md ooontioB cftose" (re^ona, so called 
by Mr. Pitt). The canting visage of 
uaniaon, or the eteady virtue ofHut- 
cbisoo, were not more hateful to Crom- 
well — Danton and Brissoc were not more 
formidable to Robespiene— Syeyes is 
less odious to Boonaparte, a osuholic 
pedtioo to Lord Castlereag^ or to come 
neu^r to tike point, the question (^ the 
abolition, to the iome Mr, Pitt himself^ 
tfier hi$ periods had been turned on the 
Seme traffic^ than such men as Frost, 
Hardy, Thelwall and Holcroft, were to 
that converted reformerof the parliament. 
After be bad once fbrswoni tne errors of 
bb way, and said to corrufucioa, <' thou 
art my brother,'' and called power, or ra- 
ther (dace, his God — (for he tiuckled too 
much for the sake of merely keeping in 
—he was too mean in his official pro- 
pensities, to deserve the name of omfrt* 
Kotti,) the sight of a reformer was a 
spectre to his eyes — he dettited itai'the 
mkked -do the iighi, «i tyrants do the 
hisiory qf their <H»n times, which hgunU 
their repass even after the conscience has 
ceased to sting their souls ! We must be 
pardoned for using this language. We 
Itnow of no epithet too harsh for him 
who was profligate enough to thirst for 
the blood of his former associates in re* 
form— of the very men whom his own 
ebqneoce, and the protection of his 
high station, bad seduced into popular 
courses, — and not content with deserting 
them, to use the power into which he 
bad mounted on their backs, for the 
purpose of their destruction ! When 
the wars and the taxes which we owe 
to the lamentidile policy of this rash 
statesman shall be foi^tten-*aod the 
turmoils of this £Eu:tious age shall live 
only in fiistorical record ; wheii those 
venal crowds shall be no more, who 
now subsist on the spoil of the myriads 
whom be bad jundone, the passage of 
tbii gKpat orator's life, which win -ex* 
cite die most lively emotions, will be 
thai where his ttpostades are enrolled-^ 
where the case of the J^rican sktve^ and 
i^the Irish catholic, stand black in the 
sight ; but most of all will the heart 
shudder at his persecutions oj the r^or- 
m e rs a nd his attempt to naturaliee m 
England a system (fproteriptione, which 
matkilig hut the trial by jury, and by 
M»glsAjudgeet eouldhavef repented from 
tinkisig the whole land tn infamy and 



OK TH8 PRIVILR6BS OF TBB 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 



LETTER ir. 

The great trouble taken by the 
house of commons and their com- 
mittee of precedents to convince the 
judges that they have no right to 
interfere with their privileges, it is 
to be hoped for the sake of public 
liberty will fail in its effect ; for at 
law is the only fortress of tbcmiddle 
rank of people, so the great ought 
not to aim at any thing contrary to 
the law, and if that should ever beud 
to the weight of authority, we hold 
the best of all liberty, the liberty of 
our persons, by^a very slender te- 
nure. The arguments by which the 
doctrine of the omnipotence of the 
house of commons has been support* 
ed, are all drawn from a period 
when the greatest struggle for power 
lay between the crown and the re- 
presentatives of the people; for when 
the rising spirit of freedom, which 
has set this country so far above all 
others, first began to shew itself, iiw 
the reign of Elizabeth, that haughty 
princess, educated in the tyrannical 
school of. her father^ exerted the 
whole force of her authority to keep 
down the. aspiring temper of the com- 
mons, and had she succeeded, liber- 
ty would have been strangled in its 
birth ; for though in former reigns 
it had many times tried to come 
forth, it can never be said to havo 
been truly born till the time of 
Charles I. when it soon degenerated 
into licentiousness, and was repress* 
ed by a severer tyranny than it had 
ever before experienced. The Revo- 
lution was the time of its maturity, 
and from that time to the year 1793, 
it fiotirished with greater vigour than 
it ever did before in any other time 
or nation ; — thanks to the exertions 
of the people it is not yet extinct, 
nor ever will be while they have spi- 
rit to defend it. 



TOL. VIII 
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To return, however, from this 
short digression. Let it be remem- 
bered that the privileges of the com- 
mons were originally derived from 
the crown ; for though our Saxon 
ancestors were free, yet so much of 
that freedom was lost by the con- 
quest, that all the charters obtained 
from the Norman monarchs were 
only forced from thcra by their ne- 
cessities. The disputed titles of 
William 11. Henry I. and Stephen, 
compelled them to court the native 
English, by promising to restore the 
Saxon laws, and to grant them still 
farther indulgences : it is true that 
Willjam was such a faithless traitor 
that his promises being but verbal, 
were soon violated and forgotten ; 
but from Henry, the people gamed 
something more substantial, a written 
acknowledgement of their liberties, 
forming the foundation of the great 
charter, which expressly declarel 
them to be grants or concessions from 
the crown. " JohannU Rex Angiut Sf^c* 
" Archiepitcopis JfC, Stiatis^ not con- 
^ cessisse Dro, ut eccUsia Anglkana 
^ SfC. Concessima etWRy amnios lU 
" berii hommibusy regni nostri, pro 
*< nobis et keredibui nostrisj in perpe- 
" tuuntf omnes libertates subicrvptut 
*^ kabendus et tenendus, eis et hcercdi" 
** bus suis, de nobii et httredibus nos^ 
«* /m."— ** John 4-c. to the Archbu 
** shops 4*0. Know ye, that we have 
^ granted to God, that the English 
** church may be free &c. we have 
" granted also, to all freemen of our 
" kingdom, for ourselves and our 
* heirs for ever, all the underwritten 
•* liberties, to have and to hold, for 
*' them and their heirs, from us and 
" ottr heirs." The words here used 
plainly express a grant ^ and such 
the liberties of the people were con* 
sidered by all succeeding; mo^rcbf 
to the time of Henry IV. and' ex- 
pressed as such in their renewal of 
those grants or charters, as the first 
act of their reigns, and almost of eve- 
ry new parliament. The commons 
after that pn^y the kings^ that the 



cities and boroughs of the kingdom 
might enjoy all the liberties and 
franchises they enjoyed by grant 
from his ancestors, 5 Henry V. Farl. 
Rolls, vol. iv. In the course of lime 
this form was laid aside, and in the 
great contest with James I. the com- 
mons claimed their privileges as their 
undoubted right, and forgot a1togc-» 
ther from whom they were derived.* 
I mean not to deny that every man, 
and consequently every nation has a 
natural right to liberty; I speak 
only of facts which have diminished 
that natural liberty, and given kin^ 
the power to' call themselves the au- 
thors and origin of their subject* 
freedom; and from these facts it hap- 
pened that the Commons whenever 
they conceived themselves wronged 
by an infringement of their privi* 
leges, applied to the King and some* 
times to the King and Lords, for 
redress. — The most remarkable in- 
stance of it was in the affair of Thorp 
the Speaker, who had been arrested^ 
31 Henry VI. The Commons ap- 
plied to the lords, and the lords to 
the judges, to know the law upon 
the subject, professing themselves , 
desirous, that the Commons should 
suffer no diminution of their privi- 
leges, neither that the law should 
be violated for the sake of the Com- 
mons : the judges with their affected 
delicacy for the privileges of the par* 
liamcnt. — remember they speak of 
the parliament, and not of the Com- 
mons only, — refused not to declare 
the law» and in consequence of theip 
opinion. Thorp was detained in pri- 
son and the Commons elected a new 
Speaker. 

The next instance in which the 
privileges of parliament were sub- 
mitted to the judges was in the af- 
fair of Ryver v. Cosyns, \2 Ed. IV. 
Cosyns was impleaded in a civil ac- 
tion « by Ryver, against which hi 
claimed the privileges of parliament, 
and sued out a writ to that effect. 
The barons of the exchequer before 
whom it was brought^ with the ad- 
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vice of the other eight judges, dis- 
allowed the writ, and of course the 
action proceeded. The very act of 
saJDg for a writ of privilege, when 
t mem her or his servant was arrested 
on nesDc process, is a kind of sub- 
mission of this privilege to the judges, 
for the king's command is given with 
this salvo, ^ if it is so," or in latin, 
** quod si ita est ;" as it is evident 
from the refusal of the barons of the 
exchequer to confirm or alUw the 
writ. Tbejudge's answer runs in this 
form, " Et, iuper hoc, eidetn Justi" 
oarii, visa brevi illo, ac allegattone 
iptnu defendentis, plenius vntelUctd, 
toiuidcTatum est ;" " and upon this, 
the judges having seen the wnt, and 
understood the allegation of the de- 
ieadant himself, havetonsidered that 
the defendant shall be set at liberty." 
{flatseU, Vol. I. p. 51.) Nothing 
can prove more strongly that the 
prifileges of the commons have been 
tobmitted to the judges. There can 
be no reason therefore why they 
should not now. The first instance 
of the house refusing tp have their 
privil^es submitted to the judges 
VIS in their great struggle with 
Charles 1. for liberty of speech, for 



when the judges were notoriously 
under the influence and at the com* 
mand of the crown, to have sub- 
mitted to them, would havejK^en in 
fact to submit to the king, and 
therefore they carried matters with 
a high hand and determined in all 
cases which arose, that their liberty 
of speech or proceedings connected 
with that liberty, should not be 
questioned in any place whatever 
out of parliament. The reason for 
thia however is very different from 
the reasons now given why the judges 
should not interfere when they. are 
referred to for their judgment, and 
It will be siH»n by the arguments of 
the Lords in the case of Ashby v» 
White, that whenever the housi^ be- 
comes the oppressor, and not the 
oppressed, their conduct is and ought 
to be subject to the controul of the 
law ; for as they are the guardians 
of the people's liberty, when they 
forget their duty they should.be 
legally reminded of it, and their 
power like the power of the crown, 
when it grows inordinate should be 
diminished. I remain, &c. 

W. BuRDOK. 

Usirtford near Morpeth, July 17. 



STATE PAPERS. 



HOLLAND. 

TOI KIKO OF UULI^ND TO TUE 
LBGISLATIVH BODY. 

Gentlemen, 
1 charge the ministers to present 
to jour assembly the resolution 
which I find myself compelled to 
take, in consequence of the military 
occupation of my capital. The 
brave French soldiers have no other 
enemies thiui such as are envmies to 
the common cause of Holland and 
ttjfielf. They are, , and ought to 
hi, received with alf the regard and 
civility possible; but it is not less 
tftie, that in tha actual situation of 



Holland, when an entire army, a 
crowd of custom-house officers, and 
when even the national army is ta- 
ken from under the power of go vern* 
ment— -when every place, with the 
exception of the capital, was under 
the orders of a foreign officer— 1 
thought it right to declare to Mar- 
shal Duke of Rcggio, and the Charge 
d'Affaircs from the Emperor, that, 
if they occupied the capital and its 
vicinity, 1 should consider that^ ope* 
ration as a manifest violation of the 
rights of the people, and the roost 
sacred rights araoi>g in<»n. 

It was this which made me refuse 
the custom-house olhcers entrance 
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ioto Mayden, Naarden, and Damme. 
I was justified in doing so, because 
the treaty did not authorise the pre- 
sence of custom-house officers, ex- 
cept upon the coast, and at the 
mouths of rivers. 

On the l6th of June I received, 
through the Charge d'affaires of his 
Majesty the Emperor and King, an 
assurance that it was not his inten- 
tion to occupy Amsterdam ; and 
that led me to hope that he would 
abide strictly' by a treaty, the con- 
ditions of which were drawn up by 
his Majesty the Emperor himself. 
Unfortunately, my error was not of 
long duration, as I received ^ com- 
munication, that 20,000 French 
troops had united in the environs of 
Utrecht. I continued, notwithstand- 
ing the extreme penury and embar- 
rassments of our finances, to furnish 
them with subsistence and other ne* 
cessary things, although the treaty 
precisely expressed that there should 
be 6000 m^n only maintained at the 
expcnce of this kingdom ; but I 
feared that this collecting of troops 
was done with other views unfavour- 
able to our government; and late 
in the night of the 29th, I received 
official information that Lis Majesty 
the Emperor insisted upon the occu- 
pation of Amsterdam, and the esta- 
blishment of the French head^uaiw 
ters in that capital. 

Under these circumstances, gen- 
tlemen, you cannot doubt that I 
was willing to suffer for my pi'ople 
fresh humiliations, if I could have 
preserved the hope of being able to 
support such a state ; and, above 
all, to prevent new evils; but I 
could not deceive myself any longer. 

I have signed a treaty, dictated 
by France, under the coDTiction 
that measures, the most disagreea- 
ble for the nation and for myself, 
frould iiotbefollo\%ed up; and that, 
•atisfied with my voluntary abdica- 
tioir, which Is the consequence of 
the said treaty, every thing would 



go on smoothly between France and 
Holland. 

The treaty presents, indeed, a 
great number of pretences, and of 
new grievances and accusations ; bnt 
can pretences be ever wanting ? I 
ought, then, to Lave confided in 
the explanations and communica- 
tion which have been made to me, 
besides this treaty, and in the for^ 
mal and circumstantial declaration, 
which I have not failed to do ; such 
as, that the custom-house officers 
would only interfere in the measures 
relating to the blockade ; that the 
French troops should only remain 
on the coast ; that the domains of 
the state, and those of the crown, 
should be respected ; that the debts 
of the countries which had been ce- 
ded would be charged to France; 
in a word, that, from the number 
of troops which were to be furnished, 
thert? should be deducted those which, 
at this moment, are at the disposal 
of France, in Spain, and even that 
for the nmritime strength, the ne- 
cessary time should be allowed. 

I have always flattered myself that 
the treaty would be respected. I 
have been mistaken ; and if the en- 
tire devotion I have manifested for 
my duty, on the first of last April, 
has only tended to drag on and pro- 
ioog the existence of the country for 
three months, I have the cruelly 
grievous satisfaction (yet the only 
one which now 1 can have) that I 
have fulfilled my obligations to the 
end ; that I have (if I am] permitted 
to say so) sacrificed to the existence 
and to the welfare of the country, 
all tliat was possible. But after the 
submission and the resignation of 
the first of April, 1810, I should 
bo much to blame if I consented to 
retain the title of king, being no 
longer but an instrument; no longer 
commanding, not only in the coun- 
try, but even in my own capitnly 
and, perhaps, soon, not even in my 
palace. 
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I slioaM be, aefertlMkiBS, A -wit^ 
ness of every thing that might be 
going on, without being able to do 
any thing for :my people ; rc9pb»si«> 
hb for all occurrences^ without th« 
power to prevent them or their in* 
fioence. 1 should have exposed ray*- 
Belf to the complaints of both sides, 
and, perhaps, have occasioned great 
misfortunes, by doing which I should 
have betrayed my cansciencey my 
people, and ray duty. 

I have for a long time foreseen 
the extremity to which I am redu* 
ced : but I could not have prevented 
it without sacrificing my most sacred 
duties, without ceasing to have at 
heart the interest of my people, and 
witbout ceasing to connect my^ fale 
with that of the couvtry. Now that 
Holland is reduced to that condition, 
I have, a^ king, but one course to 
take, and that is, to abdicate the 
throne in favour of my children; 
Any other course would have only 
augmented the misfortunes of my 
reign. I should have perhaps seen 
the peaceable inhabitants, victims to 
the contentions of government, de^* 
♦troyed at once. How then, could 
an idea of resistance ever enter my 
mind? 

My children, born Frenchmen 
like myself, would have seen in a 
jast cause (but which they would 
not have believed to he solely mine) 
the blood of their countrymen flow ; 
I had then but one course to take. 

My brother, so violently irritated 
*g*inst me, is not so against my 
children; and doubtless he will not 
destroy what he has done, and de- 
prive them of their inheritance, since 
he has not, nor can have, any sub- 
ject of complaint against one who 
will not, for a long time to come, 
J'^ign himself. His mother, to whmn 
the regency appertains by the con- 
Milution, will do every thing that 
shall be agreeable to the Empi^ror 
"*y brother, and will succeed better 
than rayself, who have had the mis- 
furtune never to be successful in my 



ctideavourli of tiial kln^ And at 
the conclusion of a maritime peace, 
perhaps before, ray brother, knbw- 
ing the state of things in this coui^ ^ 
tr)% the esteem its inhabitants mefin^ 
how much their welfare accords 
with the interests well understood of 
his empire, tvill do ibr this country 
all it has a right to expect, as thie 
reward of its numerous sacrifices t» 
FrannV of its fidelity, and of the 
interest whh which it cannot fail to^ 
inspire those who judge of it without 
prejudice. 

j^rhaps I am the only obstacle 
to the reconciliation of this country 
with France ; and should that be 
so, I might find some consolation ia 
dragging out the remainder of a 
wandering and languishing life at a 
distance from^the first objects of my 
whole affection, this good people 
and my son. 

These are my principal motives $ 
there arc others, equally powerful 
with respect to which I must be si- 
lent ; but they will easily be divined. 
The /Fimperor my brother, , though 
strongly prejudiced against me^ 
must feel that 1 could not act other- 
wise : ke is greet and he oveuT to 
bejwt ! 

As to you, gefitlemen, I should 
be much more unhappy even than 1 
am, if possible, could 1 imagine 
that you would not do justice to my 
intentions. May the end of my ca- 
reer prove to the nation and to you, 
that ] have never deceived you ; that 
I have had but one aim, the true in-i 
terest of the country; that the fault a. 
I may have committed arc solely to 
be ascribed to my zeal, which caused 
me to employ, not always the best, 
but nK»bt practicable means of over- 
coming the difficulty of circum*ftati- 
ces. 1 had never propositd to myself 
to govem a nation so interesting, yet 
so diflicult, as yours. 

Be, gentlemen, iny advocates with 
the nation ; inspire it with attHcli- 
mont for the Piince Royal, who dej 
serves it, if I may judge from bis 
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WppyittuntKfafotition. TbeQuccn 
kas tke tame interest as myself. 

I cannol, gentkmen, conclude, 
witlM>«t reconnDending to you, in 
tke nosi earnest manner, and in the 
MUBC of the interests and of the ex- 
istence of so many families whose 
Inpcsaod property would be infallibly 
curopfomisedy to receire the I'rcncb 
witk attention, with kindness, and 
the cordiality which is due to the 
Wave people of the first nation in 
Ike universe; to your friends, to your 
allies, who consider obedience as the 
irst of duties^ but which they can- 
not iail to esteem the more, in pro* 
portion as they become acquainted 
witk a nation, brave, industrious, 
•ltd worthy of esteem, under every 
consideration. 

In whatever place I may happen 
Id terminate my days, the name of 
Holland, and the most lively prayers 
lor its happiness, will be my last 
words — will be my last thoughts. 
Lovu Napoleok. 

July 1, ISlO. 

trocUmatum, by order of the French 
Emperor^dated AmiterdamyJufy IS. 
^ Dutchmen. Charged with the 
provisional government of the king- 
dom of Holland, we have this day 
irceivcd the «rder of his Majesty the 
Emperor of the French, King of 
Italy, Protector of the Confederation 
of the Rhine, and Mediator of the 
Swiss Confederation, to iK>tify to 
jou, that his Imperial Majesty, hav- 



ing taken into'eonsidf ration the state 
of affairs in Europe, the geographic 
cal position of Holland, and tba 
pretensions of the common encny, 
das, by a decree, issued from the 
palace of KambouHlet, July 9, 181(K 
resolved, that the kingdom of Hol« 
land should be united with theFrrncb 
empire: in communicating to yoil 
the decree, we are also charged by 
his Majesty the Elmperor to inform 
you, that his Majesty finding him- 
self compelled to put an end to the 
iatermediate governments, which for 
sixteen years have harrasscd this 
part of the empire, the inhabitants 
of Holland shall be the objects of 
his care, and his imperial Blajesty 
will rejoice as much in their pros* 
pcrity as in that of his good city of 
Paris ; whilst the spacious field, from 
Rome to Amsterdam, which is laid 
open to the industry of the inhabi* 
tants, may encourage them to look to 
the period of the extension of their 
mutual commercial relations in those 
regions, which their ancestors ren- 
dered so renowned, and which have 
carried to so high a pitch the glory 
of the Batavian and Dutch name. — 
We finally notify to |ou, that the 
general government will continue 
on the present footing until the ar- 
rival of his illustrious highness tke 
prince arch -treasure/ of the empire, 
the Duke of Placentia." 
(Signed) Van der Heim. 

A. J. J. H. Veuubvkk. 



MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 



SINECURE OFHCES. 

The First Report of the Committee 
of the House of Commons, appointed to 
consider what offices came wit bin the 
purview of the 2d, 3d, and 4Ui rtsolu- 
tioos di tiie house (on the third Ileport 
Oft public expenditure) relative lo tlie 
ahnhtion, reduction, and regtilation of 
olftces, has recently been delivered. — 
Tbe committee class the offices, coming 



within the purview of the resolution, as 
follows : — 

1. Offices having revenue without era- 
ployment. 

2. Offices having revenue cxtreinelj 
disproportionate to employment; and 

3. Offices of which the effective duties 
are entirely or principally discharged by 
deputy. — [Excepting awtn/s tvck office 
as are connecled with the personal serrict 
of hit Majesty y or of his royal family. ^ 
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4* Ofic«8y the app uiumgnta to^bich the prhvctple of ttbolkkNi mtf W «^ 
aie allowed to be sold in any of the piiea, without any qualification^ e&cept* 
courts of* law. ing such as may aiise out of e&Mtuig m- 

Of the first description of offices, the terests, Yia.^— 
foUowing are aoticed, as those to which Value^r aim. 

Chief Justice in Eyre, North of Trent Z.1,790 

Law Clerk in Secretary of States' Office, Home Department • SOO 
Collector and Transmitter of State Papers, Foreign Department #00 

Constable of the Castle of Limerick, Ireland fSS 

Principal Housekeeoer in the Excise Office liS 

Warehousekeeper, stamp Office • flOQ 

L 5,688 
The office of lord chief justice in Scot' forests, leaving the sums now paid to th* 
Imd, is also stated to have become a principals of these offices to the disposal 
perfert sinecure. of parliament. The committee also re- 

With respect to the 2d and 8d classes commend, that the four tellerships of 
of o6ices, the committee recommend the exchequer should be reduced to the 
that the offices of auditor of the exche- present emolumenu of the depuiiez^ tokm 
qaer, 40001. per ann. and clerk of the perform aliogetker thedutia oftkemf 
rells,dO00l. per ann. should be annexed Of the offices noticed as being per- 
to those of president of the council and formed entirely or principally by deputy, 
privy seal, for the time being, or any the following are « mentioned as those 
other office of high responsibility, not which would admit of being left, after 
connected with the treasury or exche- the expiration of the existing interestUp 
ouer, and that the performance of the altogether under the management of the 
duties of chief justice of Eyre, South of deputy, without any addition to his pce^ 
Trent, 19591. per ann. should be trans- seat salary and emoluments:— 
ferred to that of surveyor of woods and 

Annual amount received by Deputy* PriodpaL 
Comptroller of the Pipe Exchequer . . . . L.160 jL.160 

Chirographer's Court, Common Pleas . . . « 120 401^ 

Cleri; of the Exchequer of Pleas 663 69S 

King's Remembrancer, Exchequer 1500 991 

Eegistrar of the High Court of Appeals — Do. of 
Delegates — Do. of Admiralty — l-3d of profits 

payable to the principal • 7—— lt,55S 

Clerk of the Parliaments, on average 7 years. • 3617 4946 

Principal Clerk, Signet Office 110 $60 

Do. Do. Do 110 860 

Do. Do. Do; 110 260 

Do. Do. Do 110 «60 

Comptroller Oeneral of Accounts, Excise r . 508 44^ 

Inspector General . Do 70 il9ft 

Teller of the Exchequer 1000 . «700 

Do. Do 1000 8700 

Do. Do. as limited after life of pre- 
sent possessor . . . . ^ 1000 8700 

Do. Do. Do 100 2700 

Chief Remembrancer Exchequer, Ireland • . 507 ^ 3694 
Clerkof the Common Pleas Exchequer do. . . uncertain 8S59 
Protbonotary Common Pleas, Ireland, ou an ave- 
rage of three years 1906 9530 

Protbonotary King's. Bench, Ireland, on an ave- 
rage of three years — Crown Office, Do. Do. — 
FiUoer, Do. Dow--one-3d of total Fees for self 

•nd Clerks . . . 8904 

Keeper of the Privy Seal, Ireland 130 1300 

Foster Master General, Do uncertain 4000 

£.68,983 
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Th* <bllviv'iii^ «r«t]s#^r«o«Eiaicorft(l lioii vf ill* it iiuJ t of t^pwugbglty or 
lo h^ bro«)tli^ m a timilUr nftniMr, uo* tfoohlo attending (be diiebai|ge of tli* 
dor ikt iMuiageoiont of tbe dqiut^r* but whole da ties :— 
with an increase of salary^ io oomidoniP Vako per ann. 

l>Pfwitf. Principal. 

Clerk of tbe Pipe, Eicheqner L.IOO TfO 

^reijE^o Apposer, Do. ......... — 100 

Mivrsbal, Do 00 150 

Sarveyor of Green Wax, Do It. ia iho pound 94 

Alienation Office. 

Commissioner 59 11^ 

Ditto 50 lor 

Ditto 50 lOr 

Receiver Oeoeral 170 181 

Master in Chancery 10 10 106 ' 

Clerk 10 88 

Ditto 31 10 183 

Warden of the Mint G6 SGS 

Comptroller Do 66 967 

Surveyor of Melting, Do 28 105 

Principal Clerk, Privy Seal -% 900 ' 

Do. Do f . SOD 

- Do. Do ( » 900 

Do. Do. ....... .) OOO 

Ref;ister to CommisMonert of Excise, self and 

Clerk 910 400 

Comptroller First Fruits 25 Off 

Teller of tbe Exchequer (Ireland) — 4000 

Clerk of the Pipe (Ireland) ....... — 750 

Seg;bter of Deeds for the County of Middlesex 50 250 

IN SCOTLAND. 

Keeper of the Great Seal — 9441* 

Keeper of of the Privy Seal . . . . i . . — 9759 

Keeper of the Signet — « 971T 

Lord Register 500 9000 

Director of the Court of Chancery 65 1335 

Clerk to Do. . .^ 4th of the fees 779 

King*s Remembrancer 550 

Receiver of Bishops Rents 175 370 

L.10,955 
The following offices in the colonies absence, appears to have been exercised 
are also stated to be performed wholly to so ^eat an eitent as to fVustrate tbe 
by deputy ; upon .which the Committee intentions of the act of the 9fd Geo. III. 
remaA, that the power given to the go- for enforcmg the residence of prineipala. 
vernors of colonies, to grant leave of 

JAMAICA. Value per ann. 

SecreUry and Clerk of the Inrolments X.9500 

Register in Chancery 1059 

Receiver General 9000 

Clerk of the Crown 9500 

Naval Officer 1500 

BARBADOES. 

Secretary and Clerk of tlie Courts ...... 716 

Provost Martial 500 

Naval Officer of Curacoa ; 400 

Secretary of the Island of Tobago • • * • • • 400 

Naval Officer of Demerdra 950 
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Tbe gross mnouot of the reductiop 
fropofted by the ^ect comipittee, is 
pnly 81,5801. a year ; but even this re- 
ireDcbment i^ not to fake effect till after 
Ibe esistiitg tnteresti have expired ; and 
•« till after parliament shall have pro- 
vided such other sufficient means for 
mabliotf his Kaivnty duly to recompence 
the fkithful discharge of high and effec- 
tive civil officers, as to the wisdom of 
liarliament shall seem fit.'' It must 
iherefore be evident to the meanest ca- 
pacity, that nothing in the way of eco- 
nomy is to be expected from the labours 
,of this committee. They may multiply 
iheir reports, and make good jobs for 
ihe printer ; but the only service they 
will render the country will be that of 
exposing still more clearly the vile cor- 
joptions of the state. The committee, 
in fagf^ can do no good : a reform in 
the e^enditure is not desired by parlia- 
jneot; ministers will exert ihemselyes 
only to oppose it ; and the source being 
corrupt, the stream must be foul. To 
make such idle propositions will serve to 
deceive no one : to root oat corruption 
by such petty means, is like attempting 
to fell an oak with a buUrush. 

But there are some things contained 
in this report which are both amusing 
and instructive. Many of the noble and 
gentle holders of sinecures were called 
before the committee to explain the na- 
ture of their offices, and some of them 
cot a roost pitiable figure. The vene- 
rable George Rose, who receives a 
clear 4,946i. a year as clerk of the par- 
liaments^ which office is performed en- 
tirely by deputy^ being asked whether 



and referred the committee to his secre^ 
tary Mr. Hanson, who detailed the du- 
ties in* a Ipng letier, from which it ap- 
pears that they consist chiefiy in issuing 
warrants to the keepers of the forests 
** to seize and destroy all dogs and en- 
gines, and also to seize all wood, peat^ 
turf, gravel, stones, and minerals, which 
are attempted to be taken away by de- 
predators.^ For these very important 
services, the chief justices are only paid 
45661. a-year. — ^Tbokas Davis Lamb, 
E^q. law clerk in (he secretary of state's 
ojflcey with 3001. a-year, had been tol4 
there were duties, but had never beea 
able to ascertain what they were !— The 
Duke of MoNTEoss, lord justice general 
in Scotland, apprehended that the duties 
of his office were to preside in the court 
of justiciary: he had sat once at Edin- 
burgh, but he had never been called 
upon tu attend. His grace had held th^ 
office for 15 years: his salary SOOOl. 
a-year!— The Duke of Gordon keeps 
the great seal of Scotland, by deputy, 
for which he is paid 35001. a-year.^-The 
Earl of Buckinghamshire, clerk ^ 
the common pleas office in the court of 
exchequer in Ireland, performs his duties 
entirely by deputy, and is paid 11,094L 
a-year. — ^Lord Viscount Mahon, iwr- 
f>^or of green wax, also perfonns his 
duties by deputy, and is paid 2601. per 
annum. — Lord Viscount Melville, 
keeper of the privy seal in Scotland, 
31071. and also an annuity of 15001. so 
long as he holds the office ; his deputy, 
who perfonns all the duties, has never 
had occasion to refer to him since he 
held the office. — Lord Robert Set- 



any inconvenience would arise from the ^ mour, nrothonotary in the Irish court 

abolition of his office? replied with much -'**^- — -»>.--*> j — /• 

modest), " I feel a difficulty in express- 
ing an opinion upon that subjeet P No 
doubt he did ; and it was really a most 
ungenteel (uiestion. — ^The chi^ justices 
in Eyre, Jlortk and South of Trent, 
Right Hon. J[. C. Villiers and Right 
Hon. T. Grenville, did not seem to 
know even what the duties of their offices 
formerly were. Mr.'VxLLiERS ofpre- 
hended that the office embraced the juris- 
diction of the King's forests : he could 

not " undertake to say that no inconve- 

ni^ce woold arise from the abolition of 

an offic^ of ^eat ancient dignity and 

legjal jurisdiction: but, as I havebefoi*e 

stated, it has not been exercised with 

any utility in my time.'' — This is at 

least candid. — Mr. Thomas Grenvillb 

was at much at a loss as his colleague, 

▼Olb. Till. 



of Kings Bench, never executed any of 
the duties of his office in person, bat 
presumed that he might execute them 
all: his salary was 12,5111. a-year. — 
The Hon. Thomas Knox, prothonotary 
of the Irish court of common pleas, with 
a salary of 10,0231. had never been 
called upon to perform any duties in 
person. — The Earl of Roslyn, director 
of the Scotch court of chancery, with 
15281. a-year, performs none ot the du- 
ties in person. — ^The Marquis Welles- 
let, chief remembrancer in the Irish 
court of exdie^er, performs no duties 
personally ; bis salary is 42011. a-year. 
—The Hon. Charles Wynoham, clerk 
of the inrolments in Jamaica, executes 
his duty by deputy, and receives S5001. 
per annum. — Thomas Lowteh, Esq. 
deputy to the clerk of the pipe, tha la- 
a 
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SUeemre Offices.— Thi late Mr. Windkam. 
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tjoor of whose office, he says, is very 
great, receives only lOOl. a-year; but 
this disinterfeted lawyer undertook it 
more out of regnrd to the late Duke of 
Poutland, thrtn wtth a view to emolu- 
ipent. — Mr. Wm. Stuart Rose, clerk 
of the erchcguer pfcas, never performed 
his iliit^es in p<»r5on : his salary last year 
was 1 540! .—The Right HonI Thomas 
Stefte, King's remembrancer in the 
coicrl of exchequer f with a sMary of 
163SI. p"r annum, performs his duties 
by deputy ; he was not aware that any 
inconvenience would res'iU to the public 
from thf* abolition of his o.'fice. 

The Manjuis of Ritckinoham and 
Earl Camden, as tellers of the exche- 
qtier (mere sinect^rcs) have upwards of 
23,0001. a-year each ! 

The brother of the prime minister, 
Lord Arden, seems to have held the 
committee in tolerable contempt. His 
lordship, when called before them, re- 
fused to answer a single a tiest ion respect- 
ing the office he holds ot ref^ister of tht 
admiralty court. His offiCe, he said, 
was n freehold office, and he " ought not 
** to be called upon to furnish any iuft)r- 
•* mation which may be made use of to 
** the prejudice of his freehold rights.'^ 
—They might, howevei, examine his 
deputies ! — The committee appeared 
well satisfied with his lordship's conde- 
'f cension ; they did as he advised, and 
found from his deputies that his Urdship 
never performed any of the duties of his 
Qfffice ni person, — that the deputies had 
a good deal of work to do, — that his 
lordship generally has a balance of about 
200,0001. in his hands, — that he gave no 
security, — and that his salary amounted 
to 46,37 ll. a-year, during war, out of 
which he puts into his pocket the cleat 
turn of 20,3581. — 'So wonder his lord- 
ship does not like to answer any anes- 
tions which may disturb his " freehold 
rights !" But the taking of tliis enor- 
motis sum is by no means the master 
evil. Lord Ardek is Mr. Spencek 
Perceval's brother ; Mr. Perceval is 
Kjs Majesty's prime minister and advi- 
ser ; he is to succeed his brother in this 
office, which does not yield a sixpence 
during peace, yet produces, while the 
war lasts, the stupendous sum above- 
mentioned. Is thpre a man breathing 
who does not see the pernicious conse- 
quences of such a system ? Who can 
belipve that the prime minister, or his 
brother, can ever sincerely desire a 
peace ^ -Supposing that these gentlemen 



are as disinterested as mest men, (and 
that is supposmg a great deal), is it ill 
human natiire entirely to resbt sach « 
temptation ? No ; the whole system it 
radically vicious : while ministers have 
every thing to get by war, aiid every 
ihii^g to lose by peacej it would be stu- 
pidity m the extreme to suppose that 
they will ever, in sincerity of heart, 
enter upon a pacification.-- Such is" the 
melancholy state of things ; a radicfli 
REFORM can alone help us, and unlesi 
the people are imanimous irt their catt 
f9r it, that reform will never take place. 
The influence of the court increases witk 
our taxes : in parliament, there are al- 
ready too many place holders and place* 
hunters, to give us any reasonable hope 
that it will ever aid the great work f and 
if the degrading and dirty traffic In bo- 
roughs IS to be persisted In, the house 
of Commons must soon become m mere 
congregation of courtiers — a kind of 
Noah*s ark, that delectable ass^blafe 
of andean beasts. 



TIIE LATE MR. WINDIIAM, 
[FromUhe Exmmner.] 

" De mortuis nil m'si hmunC* Wat ft 
maxim very well altered by Johnson 
into " De mortuis nil nisi verum.^ — ^To 
5peak nothing but good of the dead 
would put an end to all reasoning from 
example, not to mention the strange 
predicament in which it would place as 
by making it a shame to abuse Henry 
the Eighth, Borgia, or even Nero and 
Domitian; for if death is in itself a me- 
rit, those who have been dead the long- 
est must have the greatest daim upon 
our respect. On the other hand, to 
speak nothing but truth of the dead it 
an admirable rule, as lust to the depart- 
ed as it is useful and honourable to the 
living ; it anticipates the reward of eood 
ambition and the punisbment of bad; it 
gives history its beauty, strength, and 
utility: and, indeed, were history and 
biography to cherish this maxim above 
all others, we should almost be enabled 
to do without experience. 

Such a liberty is of the more impor- 
tance, inasmuch as it is very often the 
only satisfaction which a nation can ob- 
tain for the vices of its princes and po- 
liticians. A monarch shall rule hit 
country as foolishly or at vicioutly at 
possible, and yet we shall bare a tbou- 
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Mod Toices teUing «• crcry day of hi» wis- 
dom or bis virtue : this has been the case 
with many of our own kings, but death 
has sec the tnatter right ; and we were 
told but the other daj, that '' there has 
never been a prince on the English 
throne who reaUy loved freedom, except 
the virtuo*JS monarch now reigning !'' If 
dead kings, were able to bring actions 
for libel, ^ven the flatterers of living ones 
would stand a poor chance iu Westmin- 
ster Umll. 

Iris the same with the pettj monarchs 
of a rtate, its intriguers, its corrupt ora- 
tors, its haughty disgracers. " A dead 
lord," aays Gray, " ranks with com- 
moners.'^ Statesmen are proud actors^ 
who are highly resentful if we hiss 
them on the stage however well paid 
for performing; but the moment the 
great naan has '* fretted his hour^ and 
^tted the public eye, he can as little 
help criticism as the least of his brother 
actor*. The only plea which the dead 
have upon .our forbearance is their help- 
IcssneM, and this to a certain extent 
will have its effect upon etery well-dis- 
posed mind : — if our personal enemy 
dies, it becomes us to say as httle about 
him as possible ; if a public character 
dies, against whom we have never ven- 
tured to write in his life time^ it becomes 
us to wiite nothing against him in his 
grave. But deatji makes nobody meri- 
Uihotts^ and therefore renders no memo- 
ry sacred. If wc; have been honest ob- 
servers of the living, we may and ouglit 
to be honest critics upon thie dead. 

I have said thus much in introduction 
of a few remarks on the late Mr. Wino> 
Bam, because I would do myself justice 
io difieriog with the daily papers respect- 
jo^ the oiemory of that gentleman. It 
is mdeed somewhat extraordinary, that 
the jery papers, %vhich, without nn ex- 
ception, united to gall him as much as 
possible when living, by omitting his 
parliamentary speeches, should unite to 
do him every possible honour the mo- 
ment he can no longer feel it. If the 
contempt he expressed of newspaper- 
nien was onfonuded in some instances 
Md base io others, the papers should 
have proved it so, as Mr. Cobbett did ; 
hot il, as the Tlfota now assures us, he 
was distinguished " throughout** his life 
for his " manliness*' and " integrity** — 
ify as the magnanimous Fost assures us, 
** he was pnncipally to be admired as 
^ public man tor his generous har- 
^bood of cbaractefi and his infUxi- 



hU adherence to truth,'' then he wbS 
shamefully ill treated by those and other 
papers, of which, it seems, he spoke uo- 
tliing but the fact, and their punegy- 
ricks recoil with all the forct of contrast 
on their own heads. The truth is, how- 
ever, that as Mr. Windhanrs freaks can 
no longer annoy tliem, they are wiUing 
to make what use of him ihey can, and 
to play off his memory against their po- 
litical opponents. The \s higs exah himp 
because he ranked among the opposi- 
tion; the ministerialists exalt him be- 
cause he opposed every step towards 
reform ; and both of them are the more 
inchned to forget his errors and cherish 
his reputation, because he treated the 
public with a contempt which they 
themselves affect as a counteraction to 
public opinion. 

When Mr. Windham is praised for 
his wit and readiness, for his eloouence, 
and for tlie fortitude with which he met 
a painful death, these are so many 
praise- worthy facts which we all ac- 
knowledge and admire. His eloquence, 
as Mr. Canning has well observed, " if 
it wjis not always commanding, was al- 
ways insinuating.*' It delighted in fa- 
miliar illustration, struck a forcible and 
sparkhng light upon the ridicutous side, 
of things, and underneath a surface of 
levity possessed a considerable fund of 
information. One of the principal ob- 
jections to Mr. Windham s eloquence, 
that its familiarity had too great a ten- 
dency to vulgaiity, is well founded, and 
more partictdarly so, because this vulga- 
rity was not consistent with the rest of 
his eloquence, — had not a flow uniform- 
ly hudibrastic — but came abruptly upon 
the liearers iu the midst of better words 
and belter roauneis. This fault, toge- 
ther with many beauties, he is said to 
have caught from imitating Burke. It 
is certaiidy one of the faults of tluit great 
orator, but not 'i\ such a degree as be- 
trayed by Mr. Windhan>^ whose imita- 
tion of Burke, like the imitation of Mil- 
ton and Shakespeare by others, seems 
to hav^ consisted rather in faults than 
beauties. 11 is delivery, though mono- 
tonous, displayed a trankness and a 
grace, that seemed the result of natural 
habit, and was calculated to attract 
even the eye of an artist : — that it was 
studied, however, is apparent from tho 
story lately told in the Political Register, 
of his consulting a parliumeutary lepor- 
ter on the subject ; fxnd it was a study 
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that did bonoor to his good sense, for 
delivery is the stamp of persuasion. 

Of bis moral qbakcieSy the esttmattoo, 
to say the least of it, is not so easjr. 
He is praised for the firmness of his opi- 
nionsy and his freedom from party sfHnt; 
but firmness is only right or wrong ac- 
cording to the nature of theopinion, and 
party spirit does not always regard men ; 
Its attachment is sometimes tomeascnres, 
and yet by no means the less selfish or 
pernicious on that account. 

Thoueh a man may tie ^himself to no 
personal party in a state, there is, if I 
nay so speak, a party in morals, to 
which he may adhere, with a shew of 
political independence, but in fact with 
a greater artifice and slavishness. Of 
this description are the wretched politi- 
cians, who by likenine all human kind 
to themselves, treat the most exalted 
feelings as so many chimeras, and are 
prepared to resist public virtue as an 
impostor or nonentity. Such a man 
knows well enough, thati be shall not 
onl^ have the go<Kl word of the contend- 
ine parties in government, but that he 
wui also have their interest whenever it 
suits him, inasmuch as his doctrines are 
fisvourable to every species of corrup- 
tion. When Mr. Windham^ therefore^ 
u panegyrized both by the mmittenalitti 
and the oppositionittSy by the corrupt in 
power and the corrupt out of power, the 
panegyfic, to far from givtng a favours' 
able colour to htt memory , renders us 
doubly S9upicums of the qualities which 
can he praised by such men at such a time. 
A public character, of acknowledged 
acquirements, and with the power to be 
independent, should be judged by a high 
standard of principle ; we should ask 
whether he possessed a spirit of thinkmg 
enlarged as well as subtle ; whether bt 
understood and could apply to a large 
scale of action the great general princi- 
ples upon which society itself is built ; 
whether he founded politics on morals 
and the great interests of mankind, and' 
not on corruption and the petty interests 
of individuals ; and in fine, whether he 
himself set a philosophic example of such 
principles, and carried unpolluted into 
private the radiance of public virtue. 
Judged by such a standard, or even by 
one much inferior, the merits of Mr. 
Windham, I am afraid will be found to 
be something worse than superficial. He 
has been praised for referring to general 
principle, and has been compared to 
Burke in this instance with as httle jus- 



tice as in doqoenoe amd xsmni feding. 
The truth is, that like all "ambitious mm 
who cannot be greatly original, he coo* ' 
trived to be greatly singular: he was a^ 
ways looking for some prindple whick 
he called genera), in order to oppose it 
to what may be termed the cardinal 
principles : his talent lay in exception ; 
and let the proposition which he was to 
combat have been ever so general, so 
true, and so useful, he did nothina bat 
sei^e the wrong side, brought aU ^bm 
light he could to bear on that quarter, 
and seemed to be happy in peiplexing if 
he could not persuade. But give him a 
#ron^ principle, and he would unite as 
heartily to maintain it, as he stood aloof 
to oppose a right one. Of his philoso* 
phic views in fiMvign policy, there can- 
not be a more sorry instance than bis 
encouragement of our dtsastrooa war 
with France;— a war forbidden by the 
position, character, and renovated mind 
of France, by tbe corruption and imbe- 
cility of the nations around her, by all 
histoncal experience, and by aU j^ist 
knowledge of human nature ;--« war^ 
which was undertaken forthenabie- 
nance of <nvi1 tyranny, and by the na* 
tural progress of opposition has produced 
a mihtary one; — which was undeitakcii 
to obtain tbe balance of power iki aur 
own bauds, and has lost it to those ef 
the enemy ; — which, in a word, was qih' 
dertaken to make France little, and baa 
ended in making her great. Itwaaia 
the true spirit of such policy, perplexed 
as it was every day with f^h difficokiaa 
and rendered stubborn and uafeelingy 
that Mr. Windham projected the saxH 
guinary expedition to Quiberon, one of 
those measures which tend to degrade 
the English character in reality as wdl 
as in reputation, and which ought to 
make their proposers blush in condeuMKi 
ing the enemy whom they imitate. Hia 
views of narional spirit and morality be- 
trayed as little foundation in reasou and 
knowledge of mankind. To defimd 
prize-fighring, and to differ with some of 
the provisions of Lord Erskioe's Animal 
Cruelty Bill, may be owing to the cosk 
mon differences of opinion on those sub- 
jects, to a dislike of suffermg law to eo* 
trench too much upon conscience, and 
to a certain strange and ill-timed idea 
of the national spirit ; but I know not 
what excuse, or what colour of excuse, 
either in manliness or common feeling, 
can be made for the studious defender 
of bttll-baiting, a piaotioe despicable 
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ffom its Sftftiy, And horrible for its od- 
oui^ cmelcy^ — a nere enjoyment of 
tofture, for which I think there coiil4 
hardly hare been found another regular 
advocate, besides Mr. Windham, unless 
the^ had sent to the Inquisition for one 
of its familiars. When the lower orders 
enter into such an amusement, we trace 
half their enjoyment to their ignorance, 
and want of leeUng loses half its horrors 
m want of thought ; but when a man^ 
habituated to polished society and ar 
dorned with its accomplishments, exhi- 
bits a taste so utterly depraved, — a mo- 
ml feeling so completely distorted, one 
can only suppose that he had exhausted 
the oommon enjoyment of a human being, 
and aoi^bt for pleasure in what waspaiu- 
M and disgustiog to the majority of his 
iellow creatures. It is urged, ibat Mr. 
Windham, on these occasions, succeeded 
io persuading his auditors not tointerfere 
with the ** recreations'' of the lower or- 
ders. He did so : he persoaded them» 
to use the language or his panegyrists^ 
otherwise they would ^* confound the 
ot^ts of morals and legislation, of con- 
science and law ;" — as if these objects 
were at all different in all that regards 
the requisites to social order. The law 
punishes those wh6 disseminate vicious 
oooks among the young and unwary, 
and most jttsdy punishes them, because 
they deprave the rising generation; and 
what more can depruve the rising gene- 
^on, than wanton habits of cruelty ? 
If we trace adultery and other social 
injuries to the former, we may trace do- 
mestic cruelty, a perpetual love of vio« 
leoce, and even murder, to the latter. 
Mr. Windham succeeded in persuading 
tliose about him, but it was by the help 
ol their own habits, of ti wish to please 
their constituents in wh^t did not iuter» 
fere with political conuj^tion; and of 
(hat remnant of barbarous rusticity, the 
dastardly amusement of hare and stag- 
baoting, o€ which I liave little doubt 
that posterity will learn to think as con- 
temptuotisly, as we ourselves do of Do- 
mtdan's piercing flies with a bodkin. 

A man, with political views so short- 
i^^Uted, and feelings at best so suspi- 
ciuiis, could not be a desirable acqui- 
sition to any good cause ; and whatever 
the cormptiooists may think of hb friend- 
ship, he did more service to the cause 
of reform by keeping out of it, than if 
^ had brought it ail the weight of his 
cWider and the sensibility of his con- 
•ocnce. Xhe reformists theretbre look 



litde notice of his ragaries e they merelj 
gave him to understand now and thea 
that they kntw him ; aiid when he talked 
of opposing Mr. Curwen's bill because 
it was a step to what they called reform^ 
and represented modem patriotism «a 
a crime just above that of crimping 
they regarded these attacks but as 6<k 
many ferocious jokes, as harmless as 
they were snarling, and only shewing 
that he could not conceive such a feel- 
ing as patriotism in himself. It was lu- 
dicraus enough, that at the moment he 
was deriding all public virtue, he should 
be claiming it for himself in a manner 
as singular as it was obstinate. Vn^ 
luckily, his eccentricity led him into ^ 
fault ef which he had hitherto been too 
politic to be guilty, that of abusing the 
motii>€M of some ot his best friends. . He 
attacked the reporters, whom he repre^ 
sented as fellows beneath his notice : 
they attacked him in return^ and it waa 
proved that he had noticed some of 
them to the very great advantage of hia 
parliamentary n^ure, and that he wa« 
under great obligation to their atten- 
tions. If any thing could do away the 
idea of Mr. Windham's interestedneas^ 
it would hare been this action, for n 
seemed a pure piece of madness. But 
the tnith was, he counted upon the 
fears of most of the reporters, and upon 
softening down the rest, in private. He 
foiuid himself mistaken ; tlie whole se- 
cret was detailed m the FoUtkal Regis^ 
ter ; the public at large began to knov 
Mr. Windham, and when they began 
to know, tliey began to despise him. 

AH this may have been sety well dtH 
ring Mr. Windham's life, but his memo- 
ry lb not to be embalmed because he 
escaped so easily. When a xeformist 
talks ardently of restoring tlie constitu- 
tion, he is charged with bad motives ; 
and certainly, if bad motives can he 
proved against liim, he ought to be dis-» 
trusted and despised : — but if a reform- 
ist is to be charged with such motives 
upon mere suspicion, where his demands 
are acknowledged to be in great mea- 
sure just, how suspicious ought we to 
be of the anti-refunnist, who resists 
those demands, when there is otlier 
ground for doubting hi$ motives ? iVlr. 
Windham, concislenily with his protes- 
tations against refonn, assisted uu every 
occasion to repress enguiry into abusc$. 
The inuineiit any attempt was niadt- to 
look nariiiwly mto the deparimentb of 
the >tute, lie flew tu shut tiie door^ and 
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cried out with an tgitntion ill concealed 
bT pleasantrjr, '< Do not Wt them look 
in : their motives are bad ; they have 
•nly an eye to your house.** The cause 
efan anxiety, so undeviatrng, so unrea- 
sonable^ and in every way so saspicious, 
became matter ofjtist cnriosity with 
those who studied the characters of pub- 
lic men ; and the tery first step taken 
by government to indulge the pubHc in 
a little knowledge of official manage- 
ment, brought nt into full contact with 
corruption and Mr. Windham. During 
tlie office of that gentleman as secretary 
at war, there were certain practices 
•om?bitted under his eye and with his 
conflivance and even patron^e, which 
transpired four years ago by a channel 
that courted examinatiou, though the 
subsequent attempt of the military cora- 
inissiori^re to investigare part of them 
was VesistM in a manner iis singular as 
it was shameful. Mr. Wimlhara is now 
BO u^ore; and then? is no necessity for 
detail on this occasion, as the mutter 
#Duld nor be publicly investigated with- 
out his concurrence, which nitberto it 
Bas been impossible to obtain, llie 
mention of i^, however, is not only tie* 
eessary towards a just appreciation of 
Ids memory, but if ever Iiis relations 
•nd dependents should be inclined to 
come forward and etplain the chaises 
against hirh, it must jn(Juce them to do 
•o now, when bis memory is ' likely to 
•ufler on their account. The Exumtner 
has at various times thrown out accusa- 
tions against Mr. Windham on thtf sub- 
ject of his official duties, not vaguely or 
without foundation, but in the most 
open, distinct, and corroborated man- 
ner. Those accusations were founded 
on papers relative to foreign corps, prin- 
ted by order of the house of Commons 
in April 1808, on papers printed by the 
same order in the course of last year, 
and on the seventh report of the com- 
missioners of military enquiry. From 
these documents it is discovered, that 
Mr. Windham filled the places imme- 
diately under him with bis own rela- 
tions; — that tfiese persons ceitified and 
passed each others accounts ; — that Mr. 
jLukin, his half-brothrr, gave no security, 
and did not always state his balances ; — 
that Mr. Emperor Woodford, a iavour- 
jte of Mr. Windham, wiis made chief 
inspector of foreign corps, expended up- 
wards of ?62,000l. and fifieeu years af- 
terwards absconds without meeting the 
examination of his accounts :-*-that Ri- 



chard Oardioer,* accountant to Mr. 
Windham's departibent, certified Mr. 
Lukin's totals in which was included Air 
own expendkvre, nrid that Mr. Wind- 
bam thereupon passed the whole aeeount ; 
— tbat the auditors however required aa 
account from Mr. Lnkin of 519,9001; 
which he declined, upon the ground that 
he was directed by the seeretary at war 
to settle bis accounts at the war office 
with hivn ; — that the auditors renewed 
tbeir demand, when Mr. Lukin sent 
for instructions to Mr. Windham, who 
enclosed a letter to ibe lords of the trea- 
sury requiring, tbeir determmati&n on 
the matter; — that the lords of the trea- 
sury determined on the necessity of bar- 
ing Mr. Lukti/s accounts audited by 
the commissioners ;-^— that Mr. Wrod- 
bara, instead of having them so audited, 
waited for six montbs and them ordered 
the accounts into his own 4iffic€ ; — tbat 
Mr. Windham procured his Majesty's 
warrant to cover Mr. Lukin's accounts, 
and countersigned them with his own 
name ;::— tbat the auditors again required 
Mr. Lukin to account with tbem, aud 

•'The following extract from a letter 
of this Mr. Gardiner to Mr. James Poole, 
a gentleman in the^same department, 
exhibits, with a very satisfactory pitbi- 
iiess, the official virtue of Mr. Wind- 
ham's favourites : — ** However, I have 
'* no more reason to quarrel with this 
" same system than divme$ with sin and 
" the devil ; for neither of us could ba 
** employed but for this perversion of 
** moral faculty. Tlie only use to which 
^ I am converted is, the examination of 
^ old accounts ; I docket and make up, 
** in most official parcel^, these monu- 
** ments of i>eculHtion ; I make my re- 
*' port upon them, hand them fiom one 
" closet to another, &c. &C.'' — See, in 
Redhead Yor^e's Weekly PoliXical JU- 
gister, for Nov. 29, 1806, an article on 
the subject written by Mr. Poole, who 
qnarrelied with this corrupt knot, and 
appears to hove been very ill used by 
Mr. Windham, of whom be says, ^ I 
never witnessed peculation till Mr. Wind- 
ham employed me ; I there saw it de- 
monstrate itself, — I saw it proceed sya- 
tematically, — I saw it flourish.-^I have 
repeatedly endeavoured to promote in- 
quiry into it, addressing myself in vain 
to Mr. Windham for tliat purpose, till 
eight years are consumed in tbc fruitless 
Endeavour." 
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were a^iiiii refus^ en tlie grourtds dtec 
part of h\% accounts, so warranted, were 
already pnssed at the war office by Mr« 
Windham's directions, and that he was 
directed by Mr. Windhnm to make up 
and to deliver into liis office the remain- 
der; — that the auditors informed the 
lords commissioners of the tieasury that 
the paymaster ^neral's oertifieatea did 
Dot detail the teveral heads of service 
under which the issues to Mr. Lukin 
were made, and tJiat the ceriiiicates 
differed materially from those contained 
in the special certificate of charge on 
Mr. Lukin, and from his own account 
Mtteeied upon oath; — that Mr. Windham, 
being about to cetke from office, procu- 
ved warrants to cover all remaining tumtf 
to the total amount of 1,5S4>C30/. 78. 
2|d ; — that Mr. Windham wrote ao ofli- 
ci:d letter to Mr. Lukin, stating tha^ he 
bad passed all his accounts on a certifi- 
cate of their correctness by Mr. Gardi- 
ner, whese awn charge constituted part 
thereof, amounting to 180,1S4/. 7s. 4d, 
bat was certified by another person co«- 
Dected with Mr. Windham's family, aad 
ordered by him to examine them ; — that 
Mr. Lukin on vacatmg his employment 
was succeeded by Mr. Dinsey, a rela- 
tion of Mrs. Wmdhara ; — that Mr. Gar- 
dioer, on ▼acating his employment, was 
succeeded by Mr. Windham's nephew, 
James Lukin, hitherto not mentioned ; 
— that another nephew, Robert Lukiu, 
hitherto not mentioned, was left by him 
in the situation of principal clerk of the 
war office; — that the old auditors still 
persisted in demanding an account from 
Mr. Lnkin, who still excused himself 
by saying that it bad been passecl at the 
war office ; — that the board, consisting 
of these old auditors, was aliolished by 
the Whigs, whom Mr. Windham joined ; 
— and Anally, that Mr. Windham has 
died before the new board has taken 
any steps to investigate these most sus- 
picious matters, though sixteen years 
have elapsed since this foreign depart- 
ment, of his creation and most particu- 
lar patronage, first originated. 

While facts like these are before the 
public, the admirers of Mr. Windham 
ibould bring proofs and not assertions, 
when they talk of his spotless integrity. 
He nay have used a high toue in public, 



lirtd pre«etved bis flftdepetidenee from 
those above him, but to put his relatioiis 
in offices under him&elf, and thus to 
give them an appeal to his feelings from 
whatever fatdts they chose to commit, 
was at best dangerous, and if he suitered 
those feelings to influence him, as it ap- 
pears he did, it was highly culpable^ 
and reduced him to one of the vei^ 
worst states of dependence he eoM 
have deprecated. Let his friends, both 
for their sake and his own, refute tfac 
charges standing against him, and tbeM 
they may add the praise of public wortli| 
to that of wit and companionship ; but 
of all praises that of moral virtue should 
be the least vague, because it h the 
most abused. We are told that Mr, 
Windham married an amiable wamaii 
with a mind congenial to his own, aiMi 
doubtless there is merit in so marrying; 
but let them shew us that he valued this 
wife as he ought by paying her every 
attention, and retummgvntue for virtue. 
We are told that he di^ in the chrtsthm 
Jailk^ and this death, by one of hit ad- 
mirers, IS reckoned the best proof fae 
ever gave of bis merits; but let them 
shew us, that he alsa lived in the prac- 
tice of christian charity, that he was in- 
genuous, disinterested, and humane and 
just. Flatteretsdeal in words: true pa- 
negyrists in things. 

One of Mr. Windham's eologisls calk 
him •* an accomplished cavalier,** and 
another looks upon him as " tlie perfect 
Englibh gentleman.*' As to being « 
** cavalier,*' he might as well have been 
called an accomplished light-horse-mnn ; 
the phrase is nonsense, and may be par- 
doned for tbe sake of it*s drollery ♦.— 
but that a man, to all appetirance ao 
hypocritical, so crooked in politics, and 
so wanting in moral sensibility, shoidd 
be termed the perfect English gentle* 
man, is a gross libel on tl^ openiiess, 
manliness, and fine feeling, of the Eng- 
lish character; and till Mr. Windham 
be proved a different person from what 
he seems to have been, he will be con- 
sidered, I am afraid, a Frenchman of 
the worst kind, a sacrificer of substance 
to shew, designing in the midst of hit 
frankness, and unfeeling in the midtt 01" 
his gaiety. 
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FROM THE LONDON GAZETTES. 



The Garf ttc of the 28th ult. con- 
tains a letter from Captain Mends, 
of the Arethusa frigate, stating that 
on the 25th ult. he had a commuHi- 
ration with the junta of Gallicia and 
Asturias; that he took on board his 
ship and other vessels ^ve hundred 
Spaniards, under a Spanish general, 
and scoured the whole coast of Spain 
from Bayonne to Cape Ortegal. He 
destroyed 200 Frenchmen, spiked 
100 pieces of cannon, and took San« 
tano, but was unable to make him- 
self master of Castras. All this was 
effected without the loss of a man. 
The Spanish force he took on board 
was increased by 900 Spaniards, who 
were rescued from the enemy darii^ 
this expedition. 

Domnng'Street, July 21. 
'Extract of a dispatch from, Lieut,- 

General Lord Viscount JVelltngton^ 

to tie Earl of Liverpool, — Jlverca, 

July 11, 1810. 

The enemy passed the Agara in 
force on the morning of the 4th 
inst. and obliged Brig.-Gen Crau- 
ford to fall back with his advanced 
guard to the neighbourhood of the 
Fort of La Conception, which- had 
been occupied by a part of the third 
division of infantry. In making this 
movement Capt. Krauckenburg and 
Count Corderaan, at the head of a 
small body of the 1st hussars, had 
an opportunity of distinguishing 
themselves by making a gallant 
charge upon a superior body of the 
enemy. The 1st hussars had 5 men 
killed and three horses wounded, 
and the l6ih light dragoons 3 killed. 

Ciudad Rodrigo surrendered to 
the enemy yesterday evening. There 
was a large practicable breach in 
the place, and the enemy had made 
preparations for a storm ; when Mar- 
shal Ney having offered terms of ca- 
pitulation, the garrison surrendered. 



The enemy took up their ground be- 
fore this place on the 26th of April ; 
they invested it completely on the 
1 1th of June, and opened their fire 
upon it on the 24th of June; and 
adverting to the nature and position 
of the place, to the deficiency anil 
defects of its works, to the advanta- 
ges which the enemy had in their 
attack upon it, and to the numbeis 
and formidable equipment by which 
it was attacked, 1 consider the de- 
fence of Ciudad Rodrigo to have 
been most honourable to the gover- 
nor Don Andres Hervasti and its 
garrison. — ^Them was an afiair be- 
tween our picquetf and those of the 
enemy this morning, in which the 
enemy lost two officers and 31 men, 
and 29 horses prisoners. We have 
had the misfortune to lose Lieut.-Col. 
Talbot, and eight men of the 14eh 
light dragoons killed, and 23 men 
wounded. 

The Gazette of the 8th instant 
contains a letter from Capt. Brenton, 
of the Spartan (the ship has arrivoil 
at Portsmouth,) giving an account 
of the ship having had an action in 
the Bay of Naples, on the 5d of 
May, with a French squadron, con- 
sisting of a frigate of 42 guns, a cor- 
vette of 28, a brig of 8, a cutter, 
and 8 gun-boats, wherein the brig 
was captured, and the rest forced 
to fly under the batteries. Also a 
letter from Captain Maxwell, of the 
Alceste, mentioning the destruction 
of a battery in the Agaye, the cap- 
ture of 4 feluccas, and the destruc- 
tion of 2 more. 

Also an account of an attack bj 
the boats of the success, under Lieut. 
Sartorius, on some vessels op Caati- 
glione beach. The boats struck on 
a sunken reef, and were swamped — 
the ammunition was all wet. TiiU 
ojpcers and mm nmn mi share tmik 
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their cuthuses in their mouths, landed 
under a fire from cannon and mus- 
quetry, and drove the enemy first 
from behind the rock, and next from 
the houses. They then spiked the guns 
on the beach, burnt two vc&seb, 
lannched their own boats again, and 
returned on board with only two men 
killed and two wounded. 

A letter from Capt. Rcade, com- 
manding a flotilla, dated Messina, 
June 11, gives the particulars of Lis 
having captured fourteen large boats, 
some of which were laden with field- 
pieces and ammunition. Eight gun- 
boats that were placed in front of 
Bagnara, at a distance of 130 yards 
from each other, were sunk by the 
flotilla. 

A letter from Capt. Eyre, of the 
Magnificent, at St. Maufa, dated 
April IS, details his proceedings in 
an attack upon St. Maura, accom- 
panied by other ships of war, con- 
jointly with a British military force, 
under Brig.-Gen. Oswald, and the 
final reduction of the citadel and 
island. Much skill,, bravery, and 
perseverance appear to have becndis- 
played by Captain Eyre, and the cap- 
tains, officers, and men under his 
orders; and an infinite deal of cre- 
dit due to all concerned in the -enter- 
prize. 

Dawning'Street, Jug, 11, 1810, 
A dispatch, of vohich thefolloxoing ts 
an extract, was this morning rf- 
cerced at Lord JJ^erpooVs office^ 
addressed to his Ijordship by Lieut,- 
Gtncral Ftscount Wellington, dated 
Alxerca, JvJy 25, 1810. 
The cavalry attached to General 
Crauford's advanced guard remained 
in the villages near the Fort of La 
Conception till the 21st inst. when 
the enemy obliged it to retire to- 
wards Aliueida, and tho Fort La 
Conception was destroyed. 

From the 21st till yesterday morn- 
ing, Brigadier-General Crauford'con- 
tinued to occupy a position near 
Almeida^ with his left within eight 
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hundred yards of tbe fort, and bis 
right extending towards Junca. The 
enemy attacked him in this position 
yesterday rooming, shortly after day- 
light, with a very large body of in- 
fantry and cavalry, and the briga- 
dier-general retired across the bridge 
over the Cda. 

In this operation I am sorry to 
say that the troops under his com- 
mand suffered considerable loss. 

The enemy afterwards made three 
efforts to storm the bridge over the 
Coa, in all of which they were re- 
pulsed. 

I am informed that throughout 
this trying day the commanding offi- 
cers of the 43d, 5'2d, and ySth re- 
giments, Licutenaht-Colonel Bock- 
wit h, Lieutenant-Colonel Barclay, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Mull, and 
all the oflicers and soldiers of these 
excellent regiments distinguished 
themselves. In Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hull, who was killed, his Majesty 
has lost an able and deserving officer. 

Brigadier-General Crauford has 
also noticed the steadiness of the 
3d regiment of Portuguese Chasseurs, 
under the command of Lieut.-Col. 
Elder. 

Si nee yesterday the enemy have 
made no movement. 
Copy of General Craufords Report^ 

inclosed in Lord lrellington*s dis' 

patch of the ^5th July, 

Carvelhal, July fS, laiO. 

My Lord — 1 have the honour to 
report to your lordship, that yester- 
day morning the enemy advanced to 
attack the light division with be- 
tween three and four thousand ca- 
valry, a considerable numlK>r of 
guns, and a largo body of infantry. 
On the first appearance of the heads 
of their columns, the cavalry and 
brigade of artillery attached to the 
division advanced to support the pic- 
quots, and Captain Ross, with four 
guns, was for some time engaged 
with those attached to the enemy's 
cavalry, which were of much larger 
calibre. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



u6 



Foreign Intdligence* 



[aU6UST. 



As the immense superiority of the 
enemy's force dispkiyed itself, we 
fell back gradually towards the for- 
tress, upon the right of which the 
infantry of the divi&ion was posted, 
having its left in some inclosurcs 
near the windmill, about eight hun- 
dred yards from the place, and it3 
right to the Coa, in a very broken 
^nd extensive position, which it was 
absolutely necessary to occupy, in 
order to cover the passage of the 
cavalry and artillery through the 
long defile leading to the bridge. 
After this was effected, the infantry 
retired by degrees, and in as good 
order as it is possible in ground 
so extremely intricate. A position 
close in front of the bridge was 
maintained as long as was necessary, 
to give time for the troops which 
had passed to take up one behind 
the river ; and the bridge was after- 
wards defended with the greatest 
gallantry, though I am sorry to say 
with considerable loss, by the 43d 
and part of the 95th regiment. To- 
wards the afternoon the firing ceas- 
ed ; and after it was dark, I with- 
drew the troops from the Coa, and 
retired to this place. The troops 
behaved with the greatest gallantry. 
(Signed) 11. Cuauford. 

To Tjord Viscount Wellington, Syc. SfC. 

Those returned as prisoners and 
missing were taken in a charge of ^ 
the enemy's cavalry just after our 
cavalry and guns bad began to 
retire. 

"Return of the number of the Killed, 
Wounded, -and Missing, of' a Division 
of the Artiiy under the Command of 
his KxciUency Lieut.-Gen, Lord Vis- 
count Wellington, K, B. in Action 
joith the French Army, near Almeida, 
on the 24th July, 1610. 
Total — 1 lieutenam-colonel, 1 cap- 
tain, 2 lieuteuaiits, 3 Serjeants, 29 rank 
and file, 3 horses, killed; 1 staff, 1 ma- 
joi, 7 captains, 12 lieutenHiiCs, 1 ensign, 
10 Serjeants, 164 rank and file, 12 hor- 
ses, wounded ; 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 
1 drummer, 80 roiik and file, missing. 
N. & One officer of the Portuguese 



Caseadores wounded, rank and name 
not ascertained. 

(Signed) C. Stewart, 

Brig.-Gen. and Adjt.-Geo. 

Dutch and French papers, the ' 
former to the 3d inst. and the latter 
to the 30th ult. contain the official 
account, by Massena, of the taking 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, The garrison, 
consisting of betweeen 6 and 7000 
men, are to be .marched into France. 
Massena does ample justice to the 
bravery of the garrison and of the 
inhabitants. 

' The account states " that the go- 
rernor hung out the white flag, and 
by surrendering at discretion, pre- 
vented the horrors inseparable from 
an assault; and thus, after the most 
obstinate defence, and a terrific fire 
of X6 days, fell this fortress, which 
was one of the last bulwarks of the 
insurrection. It fell in the presence, 
of the English, who have done no- 
thing for its relief, and who have 
excited against them the indignation 
of the garrison and the inhabitants, 
to whom they had promised (their 
assistance. It is impossible to form 
an idea of ihe state to which Ciudad 
Rodrigo is reduced. Every thing is 
battered doxm and ruined, not so 
much as a single house standing en- 
tire. — ^Thera have been upwards of 
2000 men killed, including the troops 
and inhabitants. The garri3on, con- 
sisting of 7000 men, laid down their 
arms in the arsenal, on the entrance 
of our troops. We have taken in the 
place six stands of colours, 125 ex- 
cellent pieces of artillery, the great- 
er part of them brass, 200,0001 bs. 
weight of powder, 1,200,000 car- 
tridges, and a considerable quantity 
of shot and artillery stores." 

The Moniteur states, — That on the 
5th ult. the Marshal Prince of Ess- 
ling sent a party of 800 horse to 
drive in all the English posts vhioh 
were before him, and to reconnoitre 
the position of the English army. 
Thwse posts all fell back, and only 
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a few skirmishes took place. The 
enemy had his Jeft wing stipportod 
by Fcfrt Conception, and his line 
extended along the rugged mountain 
which looks towards Almeida. On 
obser\ing our reconnoitering party, 
he drew out 1 1 battalions, 8 squad- 
roris, and seven pieces of cannon. 
The peasants* accounts make the 
enemy's army to be withdrawing be- 
yond the frontiers of Portugal, that 
the English left the defence of Al- 
meida to the Portuguese, and that 
Lord Wellington had placed the 
Spaniards on his flanks and his front. 
— Ciudad Rodrigo \i putting m a 
state of defence, and preparations 
are making for speedily undertaking 
the siege of Almeida." 

The retreat of Lord Wellington is 
stated in several private letters from 
Lisbon ; and it is said that ministers 
have suppressed that portion of the 
dispatches which adverts to this im- 
portant event. Among the letters is 
the following, brought by the packet 
which conveyefl the official dispatches 
inserted in the Gazette. 

Lisbon^ July 20- 

" We understand, that since the 
retreat of Gen. Craufbrd, Lord Wel- 
lingtoa and his whole fbrco are upon 
the road to Lisbon ; he has broke 
tip his camp in the mountains, and 
has sent the baggage before him. 
We look for him near Lisbon, but 
when he will arrive we can form no 
conjecture. — ^Thc French are stated 
to be upon his heels, and occupy 
his ground as fast he quits it. Every 
pass in the mountains up to Lisbon 
is fortified by the peasantry, under 
the orders of British engineers, so 
that it is not likely that the enemy 
^iU 'be able to do much harm as 
Lord Wellington retires. 

** Weawait the arrival of transports 
with reinforcements with ceaseless 
injpatience, which is increased every 
moment they are delayed. In Gen. 
CnraibrtTt affair, we are afraid the 
English were much worsted.'* 



Dispatches haye been received by^ 
the Walsiugham packet from Lord 
Wellington, which confirm the state- 
ment of his lordship's retreat. They 
artt dated the 1st instant from Ce- 
lorico, to which place he had re- 
trograded, and where the head-quar- 
ters were then established. The in- 
fantry under Brigadier-General Crau- 
ford were posted in the valley of 
Mondego. General Rcgnier having 
made a movement with his division, 
the British cavalry were in advance 
watching the motions of the etiemy. 
General Hill had marched to Sarzc- 
das in consequence of Regnier's ha- 
ving made a movement upon Salva- 
terra, but still kept up his commu- 
nication with Gen. Coles, who was 
stationed at Gerada. The enemy 
did not then appear to be making 
any active preparations for besieging 
Almeida, which is stated to be abun- 
dantly supplied with every article 
necessary for resistance. 

The letters by the packet state, 
that the proportion of cavalr}^ in the 
enemy's army exceeds that in our 
own by five to one. Before the Eng- 
lish varied their position they con- 
veyed away all the cattle, sheep, 
swine and poultry in the neighbour- 
hood, and the more effectually to 
prevent the French froni obtaining 
provisions, they levelled every corn 
milhwith the ground, burning the 
wood of which they were constructed. 

At Oporto the inhabitants are un- 
der the most serious apprehensions, 
and the writers of some of the letters 
mention that they h'ad shipped off 
their property, and that they them- 
selves were ready to embark at an 
hour's notice. It was imagined that 
the French would reach the mouth 
of the Douro in the short interval 
of a week. The letters assert that 
the enemy was advancing under Ju- 
not 'by the way of Tralos Montes. 
They say that there was not a sol- 
dier in the place to defend it, and 
that Gen. Trent was gone to Alinego 
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to take the command of 1500 militia 
in that vicinity. Provisions had 
been so extremely scarce that the 
poorer orders were destitute of the 
common necessaries of life, but they 
had been in some degree relieved by 
the arrival of two American ships 
with flour, and by the partial col- 
lection of the harvest. The exchange 
had fallen from 72 to 69. 

The following detail of the retreat 
of the British army in Portugal, is 
extracted from the letter of an offi- 
cer: — 

After Gen. Crauford's action oh 
the 24lh, near Almeida, General 
Paton's division was on the night 
of the 25th obliged to abandon Pin- 
hel, and next day it fell back near 
to Villa Franca das Naves. The 
light brigade also retired to Fraxc- 
das, about a league in front of Al- 
verca ; the light cavalry remaining 
in advance. Early in the morning 
of the 28th, the brigade under Lord 
Blantyre, which was ai Villa Fran- 
co das Naves, retired about a league 
and a half to join the guards under 
Colonel Stopford, and on that same 
day Colonel Stopford's division, con- 
sisting then of the guards and of 
Lord Blantyrc's brigade, retreated 
seven leagues and a half to Sarapayo, 
on the high road to Coimbra. — The 
whole army retired about the same 
time, and the light division was that 
night (the 28th,) at Celorico. The 
cavalry alone were left a league in 
front of that place. Next morning, 
the 29th, Col. Stopford's division 
retired to Pinhancos, two leagues 
from Sampayo, where moit probably 
it will remain as long, as it can to 
enable the sick and wounded to get 
a- head as much as possible, and 
also to get away the stores of pro- 
visions, &c. 

The weather is very hot, and our 
men suffer much from the heat. 
Col. Stopford's division, which has 
hitherto been in advance during the 



retreat, will, it is supposed, in fu- 
ture, along with the light brigade, 
cover the retreat, and the rest of the 
army will pass it at Pinhancos. — 
All the villages are deserted, and 
the poor inhabitants are flying in all 
directions with what little property 
they can carry away. It is thought 
that the army will retire by Coimbra. 
Gen. Hill's corps has retir(»d to 
Sarzedra, iq consequence of Reg- 
nier's army having advanced to Zar- 
za la Maya. Some persons imagine 
from Massena's not following the 
army closely, that he is detaching 
corps to get on its flanks. 

By a vessel that arrived from 
France on the 15th, we received an 
imperial decree which has excited 
general astonishment, and which is 
certainly the most important com- 
mercial arrangement since the ele* 
vation to the throne of France of the 
family of Bonaparte. It is as fol- 
lows : — 

IMPERIAL BECKEE. 

Napoleon, &c. 

After having attended to the Report 
of ftur cooncil for the adininistration of 
finances, founded on the general system ; 
and also to the report of our minister of 
the interior, we have decreed, and da 
decree as follows : — 

The duties on wares and merchandizet 
hereafter named, are determined to be 
according to the subsequent rates — that 
is to say — 

Acayow Wood, 50 franks— jCampeche 
do. 80 f.— Pernambuco do. 120 f. — 
Wood of wet dye, 100 f. — Brazil, Cay- 
enne, Surinam, Demerary and Georgia 
Cotton, of Jong staple, 800 f. — Levant 
Cotton, by sea, 600 f. — Do. by land, 
300 f.— Cotton of every other country, 
Naples excepted, 600 f.— Coffee, 400 f. 
—Cocoa, 1000 f.— Cochineal, 2000 f. 
— Cloves, 600 f. — Indigo, 900 f.— Su-j 
gar, 2000 f.— Black Pepper, 400 f.— 
White do. 600 f.— Brown Sugar, 300 f. 
—Clayed Sugar, 400 f— Ilyson Tea, 
900 f.— Green Tea, 600 f.— All other 
1 ens, 150 francs. 

Napoleon, &c. 
Executed at our Chamber of Cwtfn^rce^ 

this 5th Aug. 18^0. 
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The manifest object of this decree 
is to convert France into a dep6t for 
the trade of Europe, subjecting the 
articles to [such duties as will suit 
the demands of the French treasury. 
It is to be observed in explanation 
of the arrangement that the imposts 
are to be exacted, not according to 
the invoice price, but agreeably with 
the rate of merchandize at Paris, or 
in the technical phrase ad valorem 
in the capital of the country into 
which they are introduced. 

The letters from Paris, which arc 
to the date of the 9th instant, state, 
that this decree, under the construc- 
tion it has received, is retrospective 
in its operation, and that on the 
obedience of the proprietors to its 
conditions, the sequestration of all 
American ships and cargoes is to be 
taken off. It had been practically 
acted upon in the ports of St. Sebas- 
tian and 3ourdeaux, where the con- 
fiscation of American vessels had 
heen superseded. We have also ad- 
vice, that a ship from the United 
States, laden with cotton, had en- 
tered the latter port, and had been 
permitti^d to discharge her cargo on 
conforming to the requisitions of the 
new tarif. 



Copy of ▲ letter from the mi- 
nister OF foreign relations 

to MR. ARMSTRONG 

Paris ^ Aug. 5, 1810. 
Sir, 

I have laid before his Majesty the 
I^niperor and King, the act of con- 
gress of the 1st of May, extracted 
from the paper of the United States, 
which you had transmitted to me. 
His Majesty could have wished that 
this act, and all other acts of the 
United States that may concern 
France, had been always officially 
notified to him. 

The Emperor applauded the gene- 
ral embargo laid by the United 
States on all their vessels, because 
that measure, if it has been prcju- 
ilicial to France, contained at least, 



nothing offensive to her honour. It 
has caused her to lose her colonies 
of Guadaloupe, Martinique and Cay- 
enne. The Emperor did not com- 
plain of it. He made this sacrifice 
to the principle which determined 
the Americans to impose the em- 
bargo, and which inspired them 
with the noble resolution of inter- 
dicting themselves the use of the 
sea, rather than to submit to the 
laws of those who wish to becoroo 
its tyrants. 

The act of the 1st of March re- 
moved the embargo, and substituted 
for it a measure which must have 
been particularly injurious to the 
interests of France. That act, with 
which the Emperor was not ac- 
quainted for a coubiderable time af- 
ter, interdicted to American vessels 
the commerce of France, whilst it 
authorised a trade with Spain, Na- 
ples, and Holland, that is to say^ 
with countries under French influ- 
ence, and denounced confiscation 
against all French vessels that should 
enter the ports of America. Reprisal 
was a matter of right, and com- 
manded by the dignity of France, a 
circumstance upon which it was 
impossible to make any compromise* 
The sequestration of all American 
vessels in Prance was the necessary 
result of the measure taken by con- 
gress. 

At present the congress treads 
back its steps. It revokes the act of 
the Ist of March. The ports of 
America are open to French com- 
merce, and France is no longer in- 
terdicted to the Americans. Inshort, 
the con<;ress engages to oppose such 
of the belligerent powers as shall re- 
fuse to recognize the rightsof neutrals. 

in th^is new stare of things, I am 
authorized to declare to you. Sir, 
that the decrees of Berlin ami Milan 
arc revoked : from the 1st of No- 
vember, they will cease to be in 
force, it being understood that in 
consequence of this declaration the 
English shall revoke their orders in 
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^vntiT, und tenotincc the new prin- 
dpies of blockade wbich they bave 
attem][)tcd to establish; or that the 
TJml^d $tate«, Conformably to the 
^t which you have jrtst ^rommunt- 
<r^tMy ^hafl cause their rights to be 
je^pect^^ by the English. 

It h with the most paHicuIHr s^ 
tisfactiofi that I inform you of this 
ift^liitionof the Emperor. Mis Ma- 
jesty Ibvcs the Ameiicans. Their 
l^osperlty and their commerce enter 
into the views of his policy. The 
mdejfertdfence of America li one of 
the principal titles of the glory of 
f raDtc. Slnire that epoch, the Cm- 
p^r6r has felt a pleasure in a^ran- 
^t\xig the tlnited States; and in all 
cirtuibslances, whatever can contr>- 
btkte to tb^ independence^ the pros- 
perity, rind the liberty of the Amcri- 
ciiYis, ^ill be i-cgard6d by the Em- 
peror ^ cbrifortuable to the interests 
of his empire. 

Thg defection of Gen. 15arrt«h 
from hts friend and patron, the Gal- 
lit Empi^ror, and the kind welcome 
that he has received In this country, 
eiccite nd small degree of astonish- 
ment tti the public mind. He has 
even been invited to the tables of 
minhteh, and received as much at- 
tention as If he had been an acknow- 
ledged anlbassador rather than a re- 
fugee soldier^ • Another singulat- ar- 
Tival and singular reception is ma- 
nifested in the person of the conduc- 
tor of an Anglo French newspaper, 
long the vehicle for libels and slan- 
der, for abuse of every kind against 
the British government. This man 
aUo appears at the table of a states- 
i:ian, who is bald to be allowed 20|. 
per day for such extra ex ponces. 

The regency of Portugal, through 
Biitish mediation, has purchased a 
two years peace of the Dey of Al- 
giers for 900,000 dollars. This pi- 
ratical Prince declared war against 
France on the 29th of Way last. 

The dock-yards of Antwerp and 
the Scheldt are abundantly supplied 



with ^very specr^ of ship timber, 
from the interior of Germany, vast 
quantitiesof which haveheen brought 
thither at an immeiise expence by 
land carriage. 

Several valuable merchant vessels 
^om the Aaltic have fallen into the 
possession of the Danes. — Forty-two 
sail, under convoy of the Forward 
gun-brig, were attacked on the 19th 
ult. off the Naze of Norway, by five 
Danish brigs and two schoo^iers, Jnd 
carried into diffbrent porti of Nor- 
M^ay. This unpleasant intelligence 
^as brought to Yarmouth a few days 
since by the Hero cutter. The Hero 
left the homeward bound Baltic con- 
voy, consisting of about 200 sail, 
off the Robs Snout, on the 2lst ult. 
with a fine breeze at North-east, un- 
der the protection of the Lynx, Clio, 
Shake, Rosario, Gluekst^d, and 
Centinel, and his Majesty's sloops 
Tartar, Rose, and Primros6, follow- 
ing them up some distance astern. — 
In consequence of the capture of the 
vessels under the protection of the 
Forward, the outwird-bound convoy^ 
under the Starling and Agressor, m 
Yarmouth Roads, was strengthened 
by the Soleby and Brisels. 

The Queen of Prussia died oh the 
19th ult. in the 35th year of herage^ 
after a severe illness, ^hich com- 
menced on the 30th of June, arising 
from an abcess in her lungs. Her 
Majesty was niece to the Queen of 
England, being the daughter of the 
Duke of Mecklenburgh Strelitz. 

Mr. Jackson has transmitted a 
deposition, made by Jefiery, the sea* 
roan, in America, so late as the 18th 
of June last, giving an account of 
the transaction which has atthurted 
so much public notice; it differs not 
at all from that of which the public 
is already in possession. He states, 
that he was nine days on the island, 
and that he supported himself upon 
limpets, and rain-water from crevices 
in the roeks. He was taken off, as 
has been already stated, t>y a ship 
bound to Marblehead. 
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The Gazette of the 2Sth instant, 
contains a very extensive military 
promotion, viz. — From Major-Ge- 
nemls P. Sinclair to F. Hugo^in to 
be Uati. Generals, — From Colonels 
Frederick Baron Deck^n to K. A. 
Howard, to be Mqfor-Gencrah, — 
From Lieut. Colonels G. Gosselin to 
Hcrbct Taylor, to be Colonels. — 
From Majors W. Armstrong to Er- 
nest JVIissett, to be Lieui. Colonels* 
— From Captains C. Keaoe, to A. 
Ckrke, to be Majors, 

Lieut. Colonels Sir R. T. Wilson 
and Lord Aylraer are appointed 
Aides-de-camp to the King. 

The Gazette of the 31st nit. conr 
tains an account of a general na- 
val promotion, and by which the 
under-mcntioned captains are ap- 
pointed flag officers of his Majesty's 
fleet, viz. 

J. Laoghame, W. Margood, G« 
Gresjory, J. Farrier, R. 1. Bury, and 
R.Mt>orsom, Esqrs. Sir C. Hamil- 
ton, Bart. Hon. H. Curzon, L. W. 
Ilaistead and E. O. Osborn, Esqrs. 
Sir }i Neale, Bart. Sir J. S. Yorke, 
Knt. lion. A. K. Legge, F. Faver- 
man, Esq. Right Hon. G. Earl of 
Galloway, T. F. Frcmantle, Esq. 
Sir F. Luforey, Bart. P. C. Dor- 
ham and L. Pellew, Esqrs. — to be 
lUar- Admirals (^thc Blue. 

The King has also been pleased to 
appoint B. liallowell and G. J. Hope, 
Esqrs. Right Hon. LcJrd A. Beau- 
clerk, and J. N. Morris, Esq. to be 
Colonels in his Majesty's Royal Ma- 
rine Forces, in the room of W. Har- 
good and R. Moorsom, Esqrs. SirC. 
Hamilton, Bart, and Hon. IL Clar- 
ion, appointed Flag Officers of his 
Majesty's fleet. 

At the Court at the Queen's Palace, 

Present, the King's Most Excellent 
Majesty in Council. 



It is this day ordn-ed by his Ma^ 
jesty in council, that the parliament 
whii:h stands prorqg^ed to Tuesdjii^ 
the 2 1st day of this instant August, 
he prorogued to Thursday the 1st 
day of November next. 

"Foreign-Offict, Ang. 18, 

The "King has been pleased if^ 
cause it to be signified by the mosf, 
noble the Marquis Welleslcy, k«. 
Majesty's prinoipalsocrotery of stme 
for foreign afi^lrs, to the minisleiis 
of friendly and neutral powers resi- 
dmg at this court, thajLthe necessa- 
ry measures have been taken, by fi^ 
Majesty's command, for the Wock- 
ad£ of the canal of Corfoi^, and that 
from this time. all the meiistifes au- 
thorised by the laws of natioas, and 
the respective treaties hetween hit 
Majesty and the different neutral 
powers, will be adopted and execu- 
ted with respect to all vessels which 
may attempt to violate tl^e sm< 
blockade. 

S/m>f Cause, — On the 2Sth nltv 
the Lords Commissioners of Appeals 
in prize causes gave judgment in the 
following case, which is of the great- 
est interest to the friends oi liberiy 
and humanity; and the decision i« 
such as will doubtless give great and 
equal satisfaction in this country and 
America. 

Cate of the Amedte, James Jehnsen^ 
Master, 

This was a vessel under Americaj* 
colours, with slaves from Africa, cap- 
tured in Decenober, 1807, in the Wt^st 
Indies, and carried into Tortola, where 
the ship was condemned. The claimaoi 
pretended that she was bound to Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, where the impor- 
tation of slaves continued to be lawful 
till the end of that year ; but that having 
been detained on the coast, and tijere 
being no prospect of reaching Charles- 
ton before the 1st of January, 1808, the 
period appointed for the cessation of the 
slave trade in tho United States, th& 
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master of necessity bore away for the 
Island of Cuba, there to wait directions 
from his owners. It was further con- 
tended for the claimant, that a British 
court of prize had no right to take any 
cognizance of American municipal law ; 
and that as no belligerent right of this 
country had been violated, the property 
pught to be restored to tne neutral own- 
er. The case was solemnly argued m 
March last; but as it turned on the 
new question of the effect of the Amtfri- 
Can and British abolition acts on this 
species of contraband commerce, when 
brought before a court of prize, the case, 
on account of its importance, has since 
stood over for judgment. Several other 
cases of American slave ships depend on 
the same general questi#n. On the 
above day tne.iudgmfnt of the court was 
delivered by Sir W. Grant, the Master 
•f the Rolls, as follows : — 

" This ship must be considered as be- 
•ing employed at the time of capture in 
carrying slaves from the coast of Africa 
,to a Spanish colony. We think that this 
was evidently the original plan and pur- 
pose of the voyage, notwithstanding the 
pretence set up to veil the true intention. 
Xhe claimant, however, who is an Ame- 
rican, complains of the capture, and 
demands from us the restitution of pro- 
perty of which he alleges that he has 
been unjustly dispossessed. In all the 
'former cases of tnis kind, which have 
come before this court, the slave trade 
was liable to considerations very diffe- 
rent from those which belong to it now. 
It had at that time been prohibited (as 
far as respected carrying slaves to the 
colonies oi foreign nations) by America, 
but by our own law it was still allowed. 
-^It appeared to us, therefore, difficult 
to consider the prohibitory law of Ame- 
rica in any other light than as one of 
those municipal regulations of a foreign 
state of which this court could not take 
any cognizance. But by the alterations 
which have since taken place, the ques- 
tion stands on different grounds, and is 
open to the application of very different 
principles. The slave trade has since 
been totally abolished by this country, 
and our Kgislature has pronounced it to 
be contrary to the principles of justice 
and humnnity. Whatever we might 
think as individuals before, ^ we could 
not, sitting as judges in a British court 
of justice, regard the trade in that light, 
while our own laws permitted it. But 
we can now lissert that t*. s trade can- 



not, abstractedly speaking, have a legi- 
timate existence. When l say, abstract- 
edly speaking, I mean that this country 
has no right to pontroul any forei^ le- 

?;islature that may think fit to dissent 
rora this doctrine, and to permit to its 
own subjects the prosecution of this 
trade ; hut we have now a right to affirm 
that prima facie the trade is illegal^ and 
thus to throw on clni.nants the burthea 
of proof that, in rt-spcct of them, by the 
authority of their own laws, it is other- 
wise. As the case now stands, we think 
we are entitled to say, that a claimant 
can have no right upon principles of 
universal law to claim the restitution in 
a prize court of human beings carried 
ashissl|\ves: he must shew some right 
that ha^ been violated by the capture, 
some property of which he has been dis- 
possessed, ^arid to which he ought to be 
restored. In>kis case, the laws of the 
claimant's country allow of no right of 
property such as he claims. There can, 
therefore, be no right to restitation. — 
The consequence is, that the judgment 
must be affirmed.'* 

This important and roost satisfac- 
tory judgment gives a death-blow to 
the most active contraband dealers in 
human blood on the coast of Africa, 
and reraovcs one of the greatest ob- 
stacles to the effectual execution of 
our laws for the abolition of the 
slave trade; for not the subjects of 
America only, but of Sweden ; and, 
iH short, uf all states which have 
not expressly legalized this trade, 
are equally affected by the operation 
of the principle laid down by the 
judge. 

The 12th instant being the birth 
day of his royal highness the Prince 
of Wales, the following day was kept 
with great festivity, more particular- 
ly at Brighton. A most elegfent 
entertainment was given on the oc- 
casion, at which several members of 
the royal family, and a large party 
of the nobility and gentry were pre- 
sent. After dinner amongst other 
toasts, the Duke of York proposed 
the health of the Princess Charlotte 
of Wales, which was drank with en- 
thusiasm, and in the true English 
style, with three times three. We 
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undenund the prince, in returning 
tbanhs for this mark of respect to 
the ohiect of his pride and tender- 
ness, laidy in a short but most elo- 
quent lutdrcss that he had made it his 
^rtt care tt> tnstil info the wind ami 
heart fif his daughter the knowledge 
and hfu of the true principles of the 
British constitution ; and he had poin- 
ted out to her young understandings 
as a model for study, the political 
conduct of his most revered and lament 
ted friend^ Mr. Fox, who had asser- 
ted and maintained , with such tranS' 
eeadant force, the just principles upon 
V^A the government under this excel- 
lent constitution ought to be adminis- 
tered for the true and solid dignity of 
the crown^ and the real security, free- 
dom and happiness of the pebple. I le 
had the roost heartfelt enjoyment in 
knowing, that even in her present 
«arly years, his idaughter had a just- 
• conception of the value of the pre- 
cepts which had been implanted in 
her breast ; and he couid say, with 
confideilce, that she would fultil all 
the duties which she might be called 
upon to discharge when bis bones 
were laid in the grave. The sensi- 
bility and pathos with which these 
few words, or words to this effect, 
were delivered, had an irrcsistablc 
. ei&ct on the company, and must be 
received with pleasure by every real 
friend to the country. 

Orders have been issued from the 
Lord Chamberlain's office for the 
coart to go into mourning for the 
late Qaeeo of Prt^ssia on * the 26th 
instant; to change mourning on the 
9tb of September, and on the l6th 
to go out of mourning. 

^ The Report of the committee of the 
bouse of commons appointed to en- 

S'je into the mode of funding the 
chequer bills under the late act, 
contains a corioUs picture of irregu- 
larity in the management of the £x- 
€lMt)Ocr bill office. Tlic committee 
.fMe,that they have found out/' that 
prefcreoce and partiality was actual- 

T0&. Yiil. 



ly shewn to particular persons, not 
only througlf the means of persons 
employed in tho subordinate depart- 
ments of the office, but through the 
agency aind co-operation of one 'of 
the principals." That principal is 
stated to be Sir John Peter, and the 
favoured persons, it appears, arc 
Mr. Goldsmith, Mr. Sutton, a^id 
Mr. Oilman. 

In pursuance of a petition to the 
house of commons from the trustees 
of the British Museum,- Mr. Grcn- 
villo's collection of minerals has been 
valued by Drs. Babington and Wol- 
laston, and five other gentlemen, 
who report that the whole x:ol lection 
consists of about 20,000 specimens ; 
that the series of cryKtallized rtibel- 
lites, diamonds, and precious stones 
in general, as well as the scries of 
the various ores, far surpass any 
that are known to them in thc'difi'o 
rent collections, and that the value 
of the whole is 13,727l- including 
the cabinets, which cost l,600l. 

From the report printed by order 
of the house of commons, it appears 
that sincethe commencement of the 
present war, to th© 5th of January, 
1809, the ex pence incurred in build- 
ing, repairing, and making fortifi- 
cations, Martello towers, and the 
purchase of lands for the above ser- 
vice, in England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, amount to something above 
2,224,0001. 

A refurn of the number of per- 
sons, male or female, committed to 
the several Gaols in England and 
Wales, for trial at the different Assi- 
•zes, Great Sessions, and Quarti^r 
Sessions, in the year 1808 — and the 
numbers severally convicted, and the 
numbers acquitted, or discharged 
upon proclamation, or by reason aC 
no bill being found i^gainst them ; 
and the sentences of such as were 
convicted :~And distitiguisbingaho 
the numbers of those capitally coa<r 
victed, who have been executed— 
so far as the same can be made out 
from thc.«ieveral documeoib relative* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC ^0 



I5i Dvnettie InltO^ttiee. [»»*o«» 

tliereto in theotHee ofihe sccretaty to Am. «7»' *2S.'^ 
of state for the home dfpartm-nt. ^t^ tOfiO0,O0OL 

Mile. FemJe. «^'T"iii -v 

Committed to thedifler- "y,y;^"; ♦Gold £.30^r^T 
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Of no bill being found March { Gold f«,U5,a63 

against ihem oOs 889 ^^^^ ^ 

Dbcharged-to^rvein ^ ^^^^ q^Jj and Silver 

tbe Army or Navy. . 81 - ^^^j^ ^„^^ j^^,^^ 
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years ^''^''"'"^^^' ^ 6 -- following are copied ^m the Loii. 

Imprisonment— VbiV ^^^ papers: all 4h« instance! ^«w 

pcd ; pilloried — 9 stated to have ocewred wrthm tbMe 
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year. 79 $7 ^ geneml court martial hu l»te» 
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6 months and under. 809 490 " fcrent occasions, endeavoured to 

Whipping; and fine. . . 73 95 « excite a spirit of discontent and 

Executed, of those capi- ** dissatiiiactiun, by attempting to 

tally convict ed 36 3 « persuade the men of the said tegt- 
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The following is a .statement of ,. ^^ defrauded by their colonel of 
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land during o-ery Reign from the ,. ^e.-Secondly-For ah» hafiag 

restoration to the ?5th of March, ,,^ .^^ disrespectfully oThkco- 

1810, extracted from authentic do- „ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^j^j; ^^g^^ parttcu. 

cume9ts4— u laHy on the 14th of June.*-l!bird 

By Charles II. . . . X.7,524,105 _u Yqt having made a false a(!cu- 

By James U Hoi'^ofi *' sation against Col. Gore Ungton. 

S^^nLV • • • • 8725 921 -commanding the Oxfofd regiment 

SJ^L ir.: : : « of mimia, in a letter addressed to 

Gold ll,66«,2i6/. . « Lord C.Somerset commanding tlic 

Silver 804,360 . . . 11,966,676 " district of Sussex, stating> tiH he 

The great recoinage of <• kad laid the ciratmHmces (f kit 

Gold, between the ^3d of «< complaint before ike Colonel^ wko 

August, 1773, and the end u f^^ refused him soH^MiiBmr^^ 

2Si««i.cementoftherei8« been found gu.Ity, nd u witcaced 
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tDreceWeovBTHoiTSAiiDlasbes, and 
to be reduceil to the ranks ! — ^Th€ 
Corpotal has since been remanded 
on bis petition to be sent to a con- 
demned regiment, and has been per- 
mitted, after receiving two huh- 
x»RED LASHES, to Volunteer into a 
regiment on foreign service. 

Greenwood, and the other private 
of the Oxford mititia, who were 
tried by a brigade court martial, at 
Sborebam, have been sentenced to 
ftcei?e FIVE nvv dred lashes eac//, 
bot have escaped punishment, by 
volunteering into a regiment •nfo' 
idigB service* 

William Clifford, a private in the 
7th Royal Veteran Battalion, was 
lately sentenced to receive One 
THOUSAHD LASHES, for repeatedly 
liking and kicking bis superior of- 
Ccer. He underwent part of the 
lentence by receiving setsx huk- 
^KED AKD Fimr LASHES, at Oau- 
Urbury, ^ in presence of the whc^e 
.ftfrison! 

A private of the 4th Foot, 2d. 
battalion, has been sentenced by a 
court martial to receive eight hun- 
nEEo LASHES, for drawing his 
bayonet on his serjeant, whiht on 
bwd a transport at Spithead. Ano- 
ther man of the same regiment has 
been sentenced to receive six hun- 
»ESD lashes, for striking his scr- 
i«ht! 

A garrison court martial has been 
* hAd on board the Metcalf transport, 
at Spithead, on some men of the 
Ibtirth regiment of foot, for disre- 
spectful bchavioifr to their officers. 

TVO*^ THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED 

LASOBS were to be inflicted among 
them yesterday, (the i3th instant.) 

The clergy and several of the in- 
kabitaods of Nottingham lately sign- 
ed a requisition to the mayor, re- 
t]airing him to call a meeting of the 
inhabitants, to consider of the expe- 
diency of establishing a. society for 
tbe suppression of vice in that town. 
A meetiog was accordingly held on 



the 1st inst. when, arfiler sonw dis^ 
cussion, it was unanimously resol- 
ved in substance, that the raagis*- 
trates had done every thing in their 
power to preserve the peace and too- 
ral order of the town, and that it 
was .unnecessary to form tbe propo- 
sed society- 

The following inscription has late- 
ly been cut upon a tomb-stone, at 
the hack of St Martin's Churph, in 
the burying-ground in Church-court, 

" Sacred to the memor}' of John 
Irwin, Esq. of Sligo, in Ireland, sur- 
geon to his Majesty's forces, who 
died on the 22d Hay of April, 1810, 
aged 39 years ; a victim, like thou- 
sands of bur gallant countrymen, to 
the fatal consequences of the unfor- 
tunate Expedition to the Scheldt^ 
commanded by John Earl of Chat- 
ham." 

' In the family of Sir Francis Bur- 
dctt there is at present a young wo* 
man who has been in his service 
about ten years. Her dress, though 
decent, was not of late so becoming 
as the situation she held about Lady 
Burdett required. Sir Francis, who 
wishes all employed in his service to 
be happy and respectable, inquired 
why this young woman wore any 
appearance different from the rest of 
his household, an^ learned, that she 
had an aged and widowed mother, 
unable to labour, to whom she al 
lowed two-thirds of her wages for 
support. On receiving this infor- 
mation, the baronet ordeied his horse 
to be saddled, and, having learned 
the residence of th($ distressed widow, 
rode thither to make inquiry respect- 
ing the truth of the daughter's state- 
ment. Finding that thp mother's 
story corroborated that of the daugh- 
ter, he relumed, and the giri being 
sent for, in the presence of Lady B. 
the baronet addressed himself to her 
thus : — " 1 have made inquiry re- 
specting your treatment of your mo- 
ther, arid find that your story is cor- 
rect* I have since calculated what 
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you have bestowed oh her fronijyour 
mirages, which I shall order to be 
restored Co you ; a sum shaU hQ 
placed in the funds, the interest of 
\rhich shall be paid to your mother 
till hor drathf after which tlie pniH 
cipal shaJl be yours ; and my further 
desire is, that you reserveyour wages 
for your own necessities and com- 
forls, ajnd let your mother in foiurc 
be Tky ijensioncf ." 

The late failures in the metropolis 
bave been to i| greater extent than i^ 
gcn«rAlly apprehended. — ^Thc num- 
ber of houses which have failed in 
London is.40y and among them are 
some of the principal traders who 
ship goods fur foVeign markets. The 
total amount of the debts is supposed 
to exceed seven millionsy and it will 
take from thre^ to five ye^rs to ui)- 
ravel the embarrassments, and wind 
up the accounts. A Liverpool .l>ou^ 
has also stepped, it is said, for pear 
.500,0001, 

Cow JPa.r,-r-The following^e)^ tract. 
from ttM lX^port. of |he small pox 
hospital, London, affords a most 
pkasiog confirmation of the vahic ^f 
cow-pox inoculation : — ** Eleven 
thousand eight hundred patients 
have beeji vaccinated, of which nuip- 
ber twenty-five hundnd wtre after- 
wards proved to be secured from the 
natucal small pox, by a further 
innoculation with small pox mat- 
ter, whisb took no effect; a number 
amply sufficient to satisfy the public' 
mind of the security and success of 
the new practice of vaccination. In 
the iipper ranks of socieiy, death 
from small ^pox is unheard of, and 
tbe most extensive praclitioners ac- 
kiu>w ledge, that a case of smuU pox, 
in private practice, h a very rare 
occurrence." 

Several publicans at Chipphen- 
ham were lately annoyed by a posse 
of common informers, and ultimate* 
ly ^ohvicH*d in small fines for selling 
beer in unlawful cups; but ju^t as 
these qyi tarn gc ntry were hugging 



themselves at tbo glorious idea of 
getting half the ptfu pities, it was 
discovered ||iat these ve]ry konut 9xA 
leyai roeii had Ad itamps in thctr 
h€U$! They were, therefore, in thewr 
turns, convicted, and, being unablf 
to pay the penalties attachable to 
their offence, were cotamitted to Dc^ 
vizes bridewell for thre^ months! 

Effects o/war, — It was computed 
atVenice,iB I304thatiK)tlcssthanA 
thousand of the heads of no^le fami- 
lies \yere begging in the streets. . At 
every corner, on every bridge, mighjt 
be seen some fair Venetian lady, co- 
vered with a veil, aad on her knees 
imploring the irid of charity; whilst 
her male relations were occXipifd in 
pursuits far less honourable, in or- 
der to procure subsistence. 

Ofighi f^ tie title if " tathJcXf 
•^•^•'•^Aoout the year 1491, .Fer- 
dinand, KingoCSjmiUf gotfromjjie 
pope the tjtje of " Catholic KijQUj" 
for his groat zeal in religion. Se 
massacitd about a million aj»<i V 
Imlf of Moors: the res^ ficd' ^^^||^ 
. African shore. He introduced \j\\o 
his dominions the court o( Ipqulst- 
tion. He expelled the Jews, whose 
fanailies amounted to not Tcss than 
170,600. In his time America was 
discovered : the Spaniards miirdc^fd 
and drowned above 50,OOO^o6o of 
the innocent natives. They must be 
very blind indeed, who do nott6e 
that God is avenging that blso^ %3L 
this day ; yea, at this very hour. . 

^ PaicE OF Stock §. Aug. ?5. 

Bonk Stock, f60f 
3 per Out Red. m 

3 per Cent Cons. 68i \ 

4 per Cent 85 

5 per Cent Navy, 99| 
Long Ann. ISf 

r India Stock, 182 
India Bonds SOt. p. 
Exche. Bills <!». p. 
Oroniom %\ dii. 
Louery Tickets f^U 151.. 



Harlan, Printed kg ©. Flcm^er, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE 

POJLITICAJL KEVIEW. 

XO.XLVU.] For SEPFEMBER, 1810. [Vol. VIJL 

:* '■'■'; ,' ' ■" '■■' " ' . '.'^.r 

REVIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIJRS. 






BEPOBT OF THE BULLION COMMITTEE* 

xXMONC^ST the rsrious Reports presented to the Honse of 
Commons during tbe last session,' that of the committee appointed 
to ioqoire into tbe high price of gold is one of the most important ; 
»Bd it confirms us in the opinion which we have frequently enter- 
tained respecting other important Reports. When the gentlemen of 
the hoftse of Commons are fairly examining the subjectjs under 
considenition, in select committees, they deem it their duty impar- 
tially to receive, and carefully to attend to evidence ; and the result 
n the discovery, and the publication of facts the most interesting to 
tbe public* It is, however, much to be lamented, tliat most of 
these Reports are but little attended to by the house of Commoner 
that whatever measures may be proposed by the most distinguished 
membera of those committees, the friends of economy and refo»m» 
are generally objf^^fted to by the minister of the day ; and that his 
majorities, by negativing those measures, not unfreqoently render 
the Reports of a committee, although the result of much patient 
investigation, and replete with valuable information and the most 
wholesome suggestions, as useless, almost, as waste paper. It is \ 
hoped that these Reports have made some salutary impression on 
the public mind, and have tended to convmce numbers of our 
couDtrymeo of the Imperious necessity of Reform : but on the great 
majority of our senators they seem to tmve made but little impress 
sion. Tbe grand system of corruption and abuses still remains tri- 
tmiphant; and we fear that cahMnities much heavier than those we 
have already endured, must be experienced by our rulers, our se- 
nators, and the people at large, before they are brought to their 
senses* and perceive tbe necessity of that change of system, without 
which national ruin is inevitable, 

Ttie Bullion Committee have giftn it as their decided opinion — 
** That there is at present an excess of the paper circulation in this 
^ country, of which the most unequivocal symptom is the very high 

^ VOL. VIII. 
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^ price of bullioD, and next to that the low state of the continental 
** exchanges; that this excess is to he ascribed to the want of a suf- 
^ sufficient check and controul in the issues of pap^r from the Bank 
" of Enghnd, and originally, to the suspension of cash pay- 
** ments which' removed the natural and true controui." Having 
thus pointed out the Yialure and the cause of the disease, they pro* 
ceed to point out a remedy ; and *' cannot help expressing an opi* 
** nion that the integrity aiKl honour of pertiament nre concerned not 
*' to authorise longer than is required by imperious necessity, the 
V continuance in this commercial cotmtry Dfn system of circulation, 
** in which that natural check or controul is absent which maintains 
'^ the value x>f money, and by the permanency of thaf common 
'* standard of value, secures the substantial justice and faith of 
* niomed contracts and obligations betweed man and man." Th% 
committee further declare — ** That according to the best jndgiBciit 
^ ** they have been enabled to form, no sufficient femedy for t^ pre*. 
'* sent, or security for the future caa be fioiated out except the re» 
^ peal of the law which suspends the eosh payments of the Btmk of 
'* Englajid" Two years from the present time is the period sug* 
gested by the committee for the proposed repeal : they, iMwever, 
farther state it as then* opinion — ** That early provlsioB t>i^^t to 
** he madej[>y parliament for terminating by the end of tbtit periody 
*' the operation of the several atatute* wMch hare hnpesed and eoii- 
^ tatned thaf restriction." — ^Tlie committee ealbree their opinions 
Itom the evidence given by several gentlemen of note in the mercaii- 
tile world, and by various inferences arising from such evidence. The 
Report has occasioned mtich discussion in the public prints, and 
appears not to be very well relished by the directors of the Bank of 
England and tlieir partisans, who have derivHi ^so much profit to 
themselves under that system which has prevailed these thirteen 
years past, when by the Restrictkm Ml the bank were exempted 
from fuliillii^ the promise stamped on the hte of every one of their 
notes ; the only payment of which haa since been a renewed pro« 
mise of payment, on other notes* Wbelber these promtses will 
ever be fulfilled, and the public receive sfny thing but -o^e slip of 
paper in exchange far another is somewhat doubtful. We wiH in<» 
deed venture to affirm, that unless other reme<ties are adopted tfian 
those pointed out by the committee ; unless a totel and radical 
change of systtm shall take plaee, tbe credit of th^/country eannot 
lie restored, ar>d an enormous paper drealation, with those number- 
less evils the natural result, will nqt only be continued, btit augment* 
^. In support of our opinion, ^e $hatl> whilst our political writers 
are indulging in a variety of speculafioiis on the subject, beg leuve 
to caH to the recollection of onr readers a few plain, intontroverti. 
hU facta that have taken place, during a period iu which Ae paper 
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sytitm of Pitt hi9 been tborouglily weighed in the balance, and 
is at leagtb acknowledged, even by bis disciples and panegyrists to 
be most noioflmxsly found wanting! 

All tbe evils arising from our enormously extended paper circa* 
lation, and whicb are so sensibly felt by the comnounity in general, 
are ascribed by tbe committee, " onginalfy to the suspension of 
** cash payments which removed the natural and true controul/' 
Let us then glance at the circumstances which attended the adoption 
of that famous measure of ** the great statesman now no more," at 
the consequences whicb have followed, and the proposed remedy. 
- In tbe month of Feb. 17979 the public in general, and the mer* 
cantile world hi particular, were thrown into a state of considerable 
alarm, in consequence of ft notice from the directors of the Bank of 
England — ^That an order fi-om his Majesty's privy council had been 
received by them, ^tafing St as the unanimous opinion of tbe board 
— " That as there was' reason to apprehend a want of a sufficient 
** supply of cash to answer liic exigencies of the public service, it 
** was the nnammous . opinion of tbe board, that it is indispensibly 
** necessary fbr the public service that the directors of the Bank of 
** Enghmd should forbear issuing any cash in payment until th^ 
^ sense of parliament eould be taken oii the subject.'* Tlie mca- 
anre was deemed so urgent, that a messenger was dispatched late 
on Saturday night, to his Majesty at Windsor, requesting his atten- 
dance in town. His Majesty accordingly sat off for London early 
on tbe Sunday morning, and the public prints of the day mentioned 
the circumstance as peculiarly aflfecting to their Majesties and the 
•royal family. A privy council was held on his Majesty's arrival, 
*and the order to the directors of tbe bank was immediately issued. 
Great consternation seized the public the following day, on being 
acquainted with tbe order, and the ready confession of tbe bank 
directors of the state of msolvency to which they were reduced 
by admhiistration. The spirits of his Majesty, it was however re- 
marked, were happily soon recovered, as he went in the evening 
to the theatre to see the comedy of the Rivals and the farce of the 
Doidmm, tbe exhibition of which excited those long and repeated 
bursts of royal laughter, so frequent on nmiiar occasions ! 

The order of tbe privy council to tbe directors of the bank for 
suspending their payments in casb, the day af\er it was issued, lya^ 
krid before the two bouses of pariiament : committees of the mini- 
ster's nomination were immediately appointed, whose Reports cor- 
responded with their instructions: bills were brought in to authorize 
the bonk to continue Its restriction, and to issue smaller notes ; aud 
notwithstanding the energetic remonstrances of Mr. Fox, and other 
members of the opposition^ against a fatal perseverance in the sy$- 
ten whieb bad produced what they justly termed ** an act of na- 
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** Uonal iosolvencjf/' and although it was acknowledged by Mr. 
l^ushingtooy one of the bank directors, that the bank had advanced 
** since it stopped payment a million to government," and stated 
by Mr. Grey that during the same period, ,130,0001. had been ab« 
solutely sent to the Emperor of Germany in specie, the measurea 
of the minister were. sanctioned by the usual miyorities* An issue 
of bank notes of Two and One Found, together with an increased 
Hsue of those of a larger description were the immediate result; and 
from that period to the present tbe bank has only been able to ful- 
tili its promise of paying it notes on demand, by issuuig other pro- 
mises of paying in a similar manner, ll is scarcely necessary to add 
on this part of the subject, that were any other house or corpora* 
tioa to be reduced to a similar situation ; were they able to fulfil 
their promises of paying the bearer on demand m no other way 
than by issuing similar proQiises, and exchanging one slip of paper 
for another, such house or corporation would be deemed, and 
declared to be in a state of bankruptcy* . 

Tbe licence thus given to the bank by the legisbture, has, as 
might be expected, much increased the circulation of Bank of £ii|^ 
land nott;s, and, as the natural consequence, increased that of country 
bank notes ; the amount of the former being increased ten miUions^ 
or nearly double, and of the latter between twenty and thirty miU 
lions. The amount of paper money thus made at the dififereal lua- 
|iufactories,'^tbe Bank of England, and the country banks, isestima* 
ted at FIFTY millions; and so profitable has been the trade of pa- 
per money making, that the number of provincial roaimfactories (to 
pass over the proportionate increase of those of the metropolis) baa 
since 1797» the year in which Mr. Pitt compelled the Bank of En^ 
land to stop payment, been auginented from between 2 & 300, to 
between 7 ^ 800, of which upwards of 190, have sprung up within 
the past twelveniontlis. To these masses of paper a large addltioo 
has been made by our principal merchants and traders of all de» 
script ions: the amount it will be impossible ever to ascertain ; but 
its magnitude ma) be justly concluded from the immense speculations 
in foreign coiTuiierce, which have been most rashly entered into, 
and the sad efiects of which so many of the speculators are now feel- 
ing, and are likely to feel still more severely. — Such is the system 
adopted by Mn Pitt, — a system, at the roost distant prospect of 
which his predecessors, several of them bis superiors by far in ta- 
lents and virtues, trembled. So tfue is it thai — 

" Fools rush in where Angel:) fear to tread.** 

To enumerate the various and complicated evils attending sucb 
a system would fill large volumes. The pfesent age and posterity 
will have the sad subject perpetually before them, unless indeed a 
Revolution should arrest their atjleutjon, 'and a ttp^dy bf i^ppUed 
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fo violent and drea(|fid» as almo^ to equai the disease : but it maj^ 
perhaps, be of some service to ouf countrymen to point out a few 
of the most prominent of tbose e^ils, in order tliat tbeir progress 
may in any measure^ if possible, be arrested, and peaceable re* 
formation be the happy result* W«» however, in Ibis sentiment 
express our wishes, rather than our expectations. Confidence in' 
public men, the leaders of opposition as well as the leaders of 
administration, bas/ by their own inconsistent and wretched coo*- 
duct, of late been much diminished, if not totally annihiUted, Coi^ 
niptlon seems to have seized the majority of all classes and descrtp- 
tions, political and religious. Partial complaints have at times been 
made^ and wishes have been expressed for partial reformation by a 
few of our countrymen ; but these complaints and wbhes have in 
general sprung, it is easy to perceive, from a sense of interest, and 
not from a principle of patriotism. A decay of trade, the want of 
employment for our maaufocturers, have at* times engaged the at- 
tentioa of those most interested, and have induced them to petitioa 
for a redress of grievances; but the pr^nciplb of the %var, a 
sense of justice towards foreign nations, the importance of those 
pure and genuine sentiments which iu their operation produce 
Pmee on earth end g9od will toward$ men, — serious reflection o« 
these important topics epibracing the welfare not only of our ows 
•smmunity but of the whole human race, seems almost banished 
from the minds of our countrymen : — a too certain prognostic of a 
Mling empire I ' 

The PRrNCiPALy the primary evil in our opinion, attending 
the paper system, although we fear the n^jority of our countr}« 
lUen may entertain an opinion somewhat diferent, is the facilU^ 
with which it has enabled the minieter of the dt^tf, ta engage t», 
and ioferjiewere in war. Since Mr. Pitt entered on bis career, tbia 
country has expended upwards of fivb hundred million* 
sterling in war, the major part of which, if not the whole, we are 
persuaded might have been saved by statesmen possessed of pon^ 
mon abiKty, . integrity, and patriotism. It is war which baa 
drained us of our specie, and increased our pi^r circulation. At 
a recent meeting of tiie bank directors and proprietors, Mr. Randal 
Jackson, in a laboured apology (probably well paid for) for the 
system which has been pursued for these twenty years past, ad» 
dressed the proprietors of Bank Stock as follows: — ** Without 
*' entering into the question as to the propriety of the conduct you 
*' adopted, I believe I may say that if it were not for the sacrificea 
" you made in 1797, our army must have starved in Flanders. 
" Foil besides made advances to enable government to subsidiza 
'* osir allies .... It is undeniable that the circumstances of the 
^ tim^, and lltf sacrifices you made produce^ the inconveniencias 
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^ you Ibttt' 8uffpre4. Vet your #Ui was under alt disacKialigmilv 
^ ooMClmie the issue of y««r spede; No let* tlisii hoentif^wim^ 
** tines in 1795 kvA 1796^ your Inwoorable boarch #f Arfcton 
<* remomtraled with Mr. PM a^ost tlit projtct of rtstrictkin.*' 
The l««fii#d gf ntleman woukV have been somewhat mote eoned 
llad he Mttcd, tbut these twentf nhe remonBtnmeips ^ the htnfc 
fKreotom to M r. Pitt, were itot so mncli agdMt the restrictioo pra> 
jecf, tts agahist sending so orach specie out of the nation ia pnynMnt 
for foieign subsidies^ &c. Tlie directors were perpetnally warning 
Inm of the consequence which they appeared to deprecate^— Theit 
Mn^ no longer able to pay thew notes in specif. We cannot help 
vemavfaingy that had the btnk directors acted np to the light they 
Imd on this sabjeefi they wontd nbt h»re suifered the minister lo 
proo^d i* his ettravagtint career, bat have materially checked him 
in dfaitting the pabllc of their spede for the piir|)ose of sqnender- 
h^r it OB n set of inbecMe idlies» whose vicions and despicabln 
fotennents were harrying tfaenMelves and their snbjects t» msti. 
fl'hat the bank directors had power sufficient for the ptirpoap, was 
nehnowledged by one of the ministers of the day, Lord Orea<rille» 
-who in a debate (Fe4l. 97> ^797) respecting the order of conncH 
9«strict]ng the ban! from payhi^ tlieir notes ita cash, obsenmd-^ 
^ That he meant not to contend for the r<^al prerogative, as ceit- 
'^tninly the bank directors^ were nei bound to obey it; it onlgr 
«* went i9 rtfuest them ; and by their acquiescence he thought they 
<* had shewn their wisdom'* Yes ! the directors hare taken dne 
mire to be deemed wffie men in tlie opinion of mimsters^ as they 
-bate fhroughont the wliole of their direction, scarcely presumed t# 
1ia?e a will of their owo^ Init hare, even in spite of their betl^ 
JiKlgment, resigned their understandings to the guManoe of tbe 
cabinet. Hid they pursHed a contrary line of condott ; had Ibey 
Wot only represented to the minister the ruinous consequences of his^ 
aseasares, but have Brmly reftised being hfs accessaries, they wonM 
iMVt merited the thanks o£ a grateful coimtry. Our brmics in 
flanders and in other parts of the continent miglit have' been eoaa* 
^lled to retnm home for subsistence, or what wouM luive bee« 
vtSt* better, Imve ndver been sent ont oi ttie country. A moat 
fiappy circontslatice would it have been for Britain, and for Europe, 
-could Mr. Pitt have no longer found millions to squander. We 
Ifirmly l>elieTe that the war in that case would have been of abort 
doration ; that we slionid not have bri^ught rain on %i> many of the 
^continental powers, and that France would never have acquired 
that increase of dominion, that gigantic power which now rendem 
1»er the astonishment, the dread, and the terror of all Europe^ 
' The inability of ministers to procure sfiecie, has in all probaWiity 
prevented them from engaging in many a foolish exi>editioB, Dm** 
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riog fke lust leaiioii iovie of the membem ef oppftrillkN^ wbea 
fejirobatiiig the Walcbereo ^zpeditioiv but who appeared l« htvts 
M great ofaje(^oB to peneveiiag io the war, provided their own 
pan J bad the roamgeneat of it, poiated out certain statioas on 
the cootioenl, where am acmy oi^t ba?e been of coasidarable 
service to oar late ally, the Eniperoc of Austria. Now, aithoi^ 
we are flmily of opioioo that it was tU that time, as it haB beea ia 
ill tituea past daring the late and the present war, and ae it witt 
be at all fotate tiihes, as iloag as. the war ahall continue to be per» 
severed in, oii the saave principles, ioipassihle for us to he ef esaen« 
tad senrice to an^ of the ppwcn oft the eoatinefit in their atmggla 
iganst France, yet. we are willing to.allowy that an espeditam 
timilar to that pointed out by the gentlcHMn in opposition would 
aot hafe worn all the marks of wichedbess and foliy wbicfa chaiae^ 
Inised the Walcberen e?»peditMi ; «nd« judging by a speech of Mr. 
fiaskisson's, ministers theoMielves were, of dn opinion aamewhat si^ 
aidar. The right bon. gentfemau, wben apologising for I^Ktr tma*^ 
duct, observed, *' That an expedition on some part of the coast of 

Germany might perhaps have proved a more powetfid dsversiony 
* but that it would have required half a million of gwaeas aa 
** specie, and that it was found impossible to collect the quantity se^ 
** quired." Would to God that tbe bank directors, n»tead of con* 
leiitiaiit thennelves with whining and renoitstratiag " nine and Iwentif 
^ times," had firmly resisted tfae minister s phms and orders Bri<» 
tain would not ia that case bave been that theatre of crimns and 
fellies, which it has been for these twenty years past. . 

The PAPUR and the fondino systems nnited, have however^ 
dane much tn forwarding the designs of British cabinets, and bava 
tmdded them to carry on most of their destrwrtive schcnm, Aa 
^■iends to the grand interests of justice «id humanity, and to the 
peace and welfare of mankind at large, we most earnestly Jiapa 
that Britain is the lust oountry Provideace will ever caiae with an 
aitensive paper circulation, and a fairge fundmg ^steou Were ail 
the eapeuces of war to be paid in specie, and withia tbe year» aad 
what wonkl be a still greater improvement in gcwarmnent, wer« tbo 
friends of war, the /tees amd forimneB^ and iaat gmimem mem, to bo 
taken at their word, and compelled to be the supporters of the 
wars they are so warmly promoting, M^ilst the opposers aad deles«^ 
tors of Boch wars were exempted from contributing to, tbe 9iifemte$, 
hew would the number of just and mctuary wars, be, oieat anipri^" 
singly, and happily dimmbbed ! 

The 4tipt€cMwn vf ike value of bank lUfUs, and the JUiupp^at* 
tnee 4/ ^fme, are eviU principally, if not solely, to be asciibed t6 
Our extended paper circulation. Mr. Jackson in his speedi Io tht 
*bank propnnton^ labouiv bant to invalidate the just raasoido|^. 
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mad sound inference of the committee' on tbb pert of the sabject^ 
** Amongst those fallacies in the report,*' (he remarks), ** which. Ji 
"** think it my duty |o guard the public against, is the assumption 
** as a fact, that bank notes are belqw par because 105L would not 
•* buy gold enough to make 100 guineas. The fact is, that the 
'* market price of bullion has risen considerably abo^e the mint 
<* price : but let it be recollected that 1051. in notes, would buy as 
^ much gold as 100 guineas, if the gold were not pre/erred for 
** the criminal purpooe of melting it. For every legitimate puipoio 
<< the one was quite as efficient as the other, and bow was the 
V disposition of men to violate the laws, to act disloyally, to risk 
** their liberty and character to be provided against, or how could 
*' that disposition operate in any fair consideration of the subject t 
^ Mr. Merle, Mr. Qoldsmid, and other gentlemen of high cba- 
^ raeter and intelligence stated in their evidence before the com* 
'' mittee, that there was no difference between the value of bank 
•* notes and coin : these gentlei^en alledged that they neither ftU 
*' nor perceived such a difference in any of their extensive and 
** various transactions." The fair question, however, is not whe- 
ther these gentlemen feel or perceive inconvenience or not, hk 
the present system, or whether those who derive a profit m the 
purchase of speciei act ** criminally" or not ? Whilst the public 
m geQeral repose implicit confidence in paper, the inconvenience 
of a scarcity of specie may not be felt by those whose profits 
depend in a great measure on an extensive circulation of their 
own notes ; neither does the " criminality'' of the practice of 
purchasing specie alter the nature of the case. We must not sup* 
pose that our merchants and monied men, those who traffic in loans 
and licences, who are the grand supporters of mmisters in their jtis^ 
and necessmy wars, and the firm opposers of all innovations on oar 
pure, borough-monger system, — that gentlemen of such scrupulous 
consciences would, for the sake of sordid gain, be guilty of the dis* 
loyal practice of exporting a smgle guinea : but the question is one 
of factt not oi speculation. Let us attend to the evidence of the 
gentlemen appealed to. Mr. Goldsmid stated — " The difference 
*< between our standard gold and bank paper was nearly \6 per 
** cent. ... If a person purchased a bill at Hamburgh up9n Londou, 
** and received payment for it in guineas at London, he would get 
" l6 per cent, more than if he received payment in^ bank notes, pro* 
«< vkied he could export the guineas." Mr. Mbelb said— << That 
« according to the present price of gold, a guinea was worth 2is. 6d. 
*' No gold had lately been in circulation, and the thing tcxat grow- 
^ ing' worse and worse every day for six months preceding the c«- 
** aminaiion* As a banker he never received gold from any quarter. 
^< Formerly the bank used to give seven skilEh^ pieces for guinea^f 
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« hii they did not do so now." Sir Francis Baring said — 
" That the exdnioges with the contmeiit were for many months past 
''from 15 t(V S?0 per cent, against this country. ... He thought 
** tliat if we could make our payments in specie as heretofore, and 
^ there had been no restrictions upon trade, the course of exchange 
** would not be unfavourable to the country."^ But we roust refer 
our readers to the important extract from thb gentleman's evideocd 
inserted in our following pages, by which they will obtain some 
curious information respecting the nature of ** accommodations/' 
granted by the bank to ** merchants not worth one hundred 
*' pounds !'' Mr. Jackson might perhaps be in the way of his pro» 
fessional duty, as an hired advocate, when labouring to persuade 
liis auditors ihaf bank notes were equal in value to gold and 
silver: but his appeal to the evidence given before the Bullion 
Committee was singularly unfortunate, as that evidence completely 
oOBtradicts all he said on the subject. Had the learned gentleman 
visited some of the towns on the sea coast at the time of the famous 
Walcheren expedition, he might have had ample scope for exer- 
cising his powers in giving a lecture on " leyalty," and on ** the cri- 
** minality of buying up guuieas/' for he would have found our 
officers anxious to get a guinea for 23 or 24s. and for this most es- 
aential reason— bank pa|ier would have been of little use to them ia 
wn enemy's country. Nothing in short can be clearer, than that the 
extreme scarcity of specie, and the various evils resulting therefrom 
are wholly owing to our extended paper circulation. 

Another grand evil, the natural result of that extended paper cir- 
culation is — The grost deceptions practised respecting our commer* 
tidt prosperity. — It has indeed appeared surprising, that, during a 
period, when there have been so many complaints on the part of 
our traders and manufacturers, of diminished and obstructed com<» 
merce, that we should be told from year to year, of the great in- 
crease of our exports. The art of making out invoices at double 
their real value, and of adding figures, and swellmg sums in our 
custom house books, begins at length to be unfolded. It now ap* 
pears that vast quantities of exports have been entered at an amount 
iar exceeding their real worth ; that many millions of these exports 
have been for some time past, and are likely long to remain in 
foreign warehouses, unsold, and that there is no probability that 
they ever will be sold, but at a considerable loss. What has been 
the support of these deceptive and ruinous speculations ? — Pftper 
money. Some of the failures that have recently taken place in the 
monied and mercantile world, afford on thb topic much important 
Viforraatiooi and suggest i^anv forcijble admonition;. 
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The Revohitiod in ^ 3tate.0f soc^iet^ in this cOiMitry» ditrtng tbe 
past twenty years, tnaj be chiefly attribated to the same sooroe. 
Some of our most cekbrated srt^te^men and politi^l nr rkers haute 
predicted the ruin oC,the country whenever it3 national debt 
amounted to one fourth part , of the present sum ; and it must in- , 
deed have appeared insanity tp ouo ancestors for any one to talk ef 
a nation accuiaulatini; debts to ihe amount of eight bandred mflh*. 
lions^ and of expewling annually eighty or nmety millions ; but; 
they had no idea of the operatbns of paper money, by which mi^ 
Ifeus upon millions might be coined, without a particle of metal ; 
and that masses of wealth might be Accumulated, merely by the 
bueath of public opioioii. — ^The extcaorduiary rise io all the aiikler 
nUeh administer not only to the luxury, but tlie coovemeDce, aad 
the necessaries of iije, within the same period, are to be attributeds 
to the same caiise. Estates have much mcreased in' vahie, becaitsa 
flO many have been purchased by new made issues of papef« 
Country bankers have suddenly become considerable estate holdefs» 
owing to the convenience of having a paper, mint at hand, and to 
the facility with which, by various means, they have been ettaUeA 
to circulate their notes. Rents have proportionably Increased, and 
if additional taxes in support of the war are taken itito the account, 
can we wonder that the price of provisioas, and Of almost every 
article necessary to the support and eomfort of human life has, witlh 
in these last twenty years, been doubled ! 

The whole stale oif society has, in short, owing to this revolutioB 
in om* mode of national subsistence, been conkpietely disorganised. 
Rapid and enormous fortunes have been made by onp part of tb# 
community at the expe nee of the other* That rosp^etable, perhaps 
the roost respectable class, the middle, class has been rapidly dtmi^ 
nishing. Many who have no means of going on with the times, or 
ei increasing tii^ir income, have been labouring 'for the auppert of 
government, or rather for the support tit the follies and the vioei 
of <Ii^rfnt aclrainistrations. The modetalc and boaeat tradesmaiiy 
while on the one hand his expenees for the sup^Mf t of bis family 
itave unavaidal>ly increased, on the other, has been ground dowfi 
by oppressive and vexatious taxation, and hat thus been robbed of 
the fruita of his honest industry. How many have been redaced to 
ihe lowest ranks in society, the overseers of our ditfrstnt pariabes 
throaghout the kingdom may inform us. The nuflidMr of paupers, 
and the pooni rates have been triflbd I Luxury and indigeQ^' 
alike owe their vapid inerea^e to our overgrown paper circulatioii. 

Many of these enils, the necessary result of such a aysleai of 
bloated commence and factitious wealth have been fereaeeo aivl 
foretold, but our governors, our legislators, and indeed the people 
m genetai^i banced)eeu seized viitb a spirit of infatuation; they have 
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\f€tn not only deaf to lidmonltuiiis the ino^t urgent btiA (a^ataT3r» 
but bate geaerally branded tbe authors with ^xm opprobioas 
name, and have enrleavoui^ to briag oti them p^nlar coatemf t 
and indfjfnation. The difl^rent ranks of society appear at ieogMi 
M Ik sofkr opening their dropsy eyesi, as to be seiis^le'^k] soote 
tn^a^ftre, of the evil d^y approaching, and the necessity df at* 
tempting something to ward it oC They appear convinced that 
tbene mast be a ne phit uiira to expenditure, taxation and paper 
ehrcnlation. Hente tbe mtmerons Und voltftninons reports' af 
fhimue Commiiiee^, o( Committees of Inquiry into the kbuaef of 
ike various deportments of govir^n$eiit, and of the Bnfflon Cotk^ 
mUtee. £videni*e, fbe fbree of troth, has compelled the^e varioua 
cooiniif tees to cooftsi, t4tat ^ present system must no longer \e 
-persevered ia, and to inculcate on the legislature, tbe im|»^ibns 
necessity of reformlition. ' We must however for the present confine 
•Oiir pemarlM to the report of the Bullion 'Committee. 

The €ofnmitlee state it as their decided opinions, ^ according to 
^< Ibe best judgment th^y have t^een enabled to form,— TIrat no suf- 
^' fident remedy for the present or security for the future can be 
" pointed out, iexcept the repeal of the law^ which suspends the cash 
*' payment of the Bank of England .... That the restriction on 
*' casAi 'paymems cannot safely be removed, at an Tearlier period 
*' than two years, baft that early provision ought to l>e flMide by 
" pai'liament for teniiinating by the end of that period, the opetfa* 
** tion of ttie 'se\^ral statutes whidi have imposed and continued 
^ that restriction.'' The proposed remedy so far as it goes, is 
d<mbtless a very proper one; for it must be evident to every roan t>f 
common discernment, that until the bank is enstbled to pay its 
notes agreeably to its promise, on demand, its credit cannot be 
restored to Whiit it once was, more especially in the ^yes of 
foreigners, who will of course deem their notes of far inferior value 
to specie ; but the question — How is this measure (o be accom« 
pKshed, remains unanswered. — Is it in the power of parliament, slimfid 
it be so inclined, to mdke the necessary provisions agreeably to the 
recommendation of tlie committee? We are firmly of Ophiion, 
that so long as the war continues to be conducted on the prin- 
ciples which have characterised our wars for these thirtv years past, 
and our specie continues to be drained in paytoient 'of armies, or 
^absidbing allies on the continent, it will be impossible for tbe 
bank to resume its cash payments. We wish that the committee 
bad looked the state of the coimtry full in the face ; for as to their 
proposed remedy, it has something in it of the nature of the remedy 
suggested by the young rat in the fable of old i£sop, who proposed 
tying a bell round the cat's neck : an admirable project for wacn- 
'ing bin Dratemity of tbe approach of their natural and mortal' 
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• 
CDcmy : but th* I bow Ibis profect was to be carried mto ex€^ 
cation escaped the attention of the projector, Mr. Jacksoop wba 
was dottbtlM in possession of tbe opinions of the bank dicectors* 
deprecated the project of ihe comnutlee for removing the resliie- 
tioD; and indeed so long as Ihe war is persevered in, we re- 
peat it will be impossible for the bank to resome its cash pay« 
»ents« As the learned gentlemen appears to be a firm friend to 
tbe war, and to the general system of adniinislratioo» we are not 
surprised at the indignation be expresses, at what he terms the 
*' w^mt and umgenerouB proposition" suggested to tbe tmnk to pay 
their notes at the end of two yei^n I 

Tbe restoration of the bank to its former credit, seems to be in 
tbe ofunion of some writers a hopeless prqject ; and they, with nervea 
of which we can scarcely form a conception, anticipate with ap- 
pwent sati^ction the period when not only bank notes, but the 
public Ibnds shall at once be annihikited ! Such persons surely cau^ 
not have contemplated Ihe countless and complicated calamities 
which a national bankruptcy must entail on thousands, yea, oq 
millioas of the inhabitants of Britain, many of whom, (widows and 
orphans in particukir) are wholly dependant on the public funds. 
It must surely be acknowledged by every thoughtful person, that 
m^paper circulation, in a cotmtry carrying on an extensive foreign 
commerce, is indispensibly necessary ; to what extent it is difiicult 
to determine; but on this poku we may venture to adopt the opi-» 
nioo of a late most respectable character in the mercantile world 
(Sir F. Baring) who thus expressed himself to the committee: — 
^ The experience of a hondied years poinls out the only principle 
** on which the public can rely with confidence, namely, to return 
^ again to payments in specie, whenever it shall b% in the power of 
** the bank to do so/^ — This argument is similar to tliat used by Mr« 
Burke, who justly ascribed all the value of our bank notes in corn** 
merce, to their being of no value in Westminster Hall; that is, 
wo one was obliged to accept them in payment of a just debt if he 
|>referred cash ; and they were deserving of credit only so long 
«s tbe directors were capable of fulfilling their promise oi paying 
them on demand, not by issuing other notes, but by paying tliose 
wlready issued in specie, at tbe {pleasure of the holder. Whether 
this punctuality be of itself sufficient to preserve the paper drcuia- 
tion within pioper bounds, is a question which, unhappily, the bank 
4iiectoia and the legisfaiture will not,, for a considerable period, be 
oalled to investigate. Happy will it be for tbe bank of Eoglapd 
suid ibr Britain, should tbe national credit be restored lo the stale 
it was in previoiis tq the disgrnceiul and ruinous shock it rec^ifed ia 
1797. 
The virions and cotnpliesited evils, resulting from the PA?f i^ 
rj^sTBtf Vt at length ecknowledged by all parties; although liier^ 
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Ibptfrt cfthe BuUian CmmUi^tr iBs 

■re iminj jarriDg opbions with respect to tbe nature of the remedy 
to be applied. Tbe principal mmlstoriBl print, tbe Miming P^aip 
Iws attempted to divert the attentioo of tbe public from the bank of 
JBnglaiid, by Tiolent and repeated attacks on tbe country baiiks» ail 
tbe notes of whicfa are pronounced ** destructive assignats, vile» dir^ 
" ty rags." Why these opprobious epithets should be applied to tbe 
notes of country bankers in general, as dbtinguisbed from the note« 
of the *' Ghivernor and Company of tbe Bank of £ngland/' we are 
unable to conjecture. We have, however, no scruple in affirming^ 
that the Bank of England, — by tbe conduct of its directors in pbiyuig 
into Jhe hands of ministers, supporting them in all their extravagant^ 
foolish, and uiyust wars, and, with their eyes open, suffering tbe 
nation at whose property they were tbe guardians, to be drained pf 
its specie, till at length they were compelled to commit an act qf in* 
solvency; — that the bank thus became the Pandora" % box, front 
which issued all the evils now so generally felt and acknowledged* 

The country banks, by tbe vast increased circulation of their pa* 
per, it is allowed, have been instrumental in swelling those evils ; 
they nmy, in so doing, be considered as polluted streams issuing 
from the grand fountain of corruption, the bank of Eugbnd. Conn*. 
try bankers perceiving tlie paper bubble afloat, and that so long as 
public opinion preserved it from burstiug, considerable profit might 
be derived from following the example of their superiors, have i|€- 
* cordingly ^' accommodated" the inhabitants of the towns and vil- 
lages in their respective districts with the ^ame boasted *' liberality" 
with whicfa the .directors of tbe bank of Epglaud have '* accommo* 
*^ dated" tbe mercantile interests; that is with an abundance of their 
own paper. Tbe country bankers judged, npt very incorrectly, that 
they were equally entitled to the profits of their vocation ; and wh^n 
we reflect on the use which the superior bank has made of its pro* 
fits, and the nature of its connection with the dtflerent administra** 
tions for tbe time being, we are persuaded the country banks, ja 
general, have proved much less hurtful to tbe community at large 
than the national bank. 

That the majority 'of the country banks are as safe as tbe Bank 
of Ehgland there is litde reason to doubt. The public had indeed a| 
the time when the latter stopped payment, a statement of its afl&ira 
produced by one of Mr. Pitt's parliamentary committees, wbicb 
represented them in a most flourishing situation; and all the statements 
since made are of a similar description ; t|iere is however, one 
short, but important question to be asked, and which must be 
answered before the solidity of the bank can be ascertained ; — Whem 
wili pau pay your notes ? — If no satisfactory answer can be given ; 
if the adyocate of the bank directors expresses liis apprehensions of 
*f the fatal effects'' of their being required to do, what every bo9$o 
4»f credit is in tb^ habit of doing; if wh^n it '^ proposed to ttie 
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itmfit'oHtommimh by ^« k>ril9 tHiifh«[kt«n» afteE a iobg and-imi* 
.^rli^1ttVfestlgatidn^fltesubjedt> that at thM md bf tw yeort^ 
th^ 1)0l(kr bf a bank ttdl« maj legally dc^hi^ad paymeiit ;wif such a 
^i^<(l ts firoiimibced by fba $aliie ad^ocaf^ « anytist, ungefi^* 
rous/' &iid ftepreea1«d «& r^^e with «■ coQsrquehces the nfoet ii&- 
^* dikvous;" thep«b(>le of lbi« country i^y wteortably have l|ieir 
4c))ul>ts of the tiolid^ so much boasted. We afre awe 4bat aU 
ToreigD statfeB m\\ pracricaHy pt-ociaim /A^r doubts; and although 

• Mr. Raiidle Jacksoo tiiay tdll theui, that for ** every Ich^al, fair 
'' attd honest purpo^ bank tiotes are of the same vi^die as giineas»'' 
the reply ^Hl be nia(fe aH overw£urope,--fr« tire tk p&ste^iak rf lie 
mt^orfart 0/ tkos^ guiUeas, but we mili Wit iake ^omr nvttt in 
kxchitnge but Ut a discoUkt tf 1.5 or 20 per enUJ'—Ttie Bank of 
England may have their demftnds on the public ; tlrey <may possess 

. tedui^ftie?^ for the Hotted thefy issue ; but ad these demands can bitly 
be)totd in paper, and all th^se securities can 4n1y be converted 
Into 4he ^me materiat ; and ailthough ita this natidn we have .been 
tol€^al>ly Well contented to subsiM OH mir imaginary wealth, we a| 

'•length begin to feel and fo cry out under the evils which have been 
the consequence, and th^ fears of all parties \eem excited, re- 
apecting the still greater evils to be apprehended from an ob^tinat^ 
jper^everance in the generiil system, which has so long and so fataUy 
"deluded the British nation. 

The country banks not being so lucky as to ba secured by act 
/of piirlianient from the demands of th^ir creditors, who may at atiy 
^ime insist on the payment of their notes, by some other mode tiuia 
hy reti<*wing those notes, must Whto ikie paper system totters, ex* 
pect4o be the first victims : and thost Which htfve not th68i^>port 
t>f real estates, or other securities more solid than paper, will 
•vanish ** like tbe baseless fabric of a vision." The Mot*nimg Posi 
h repeatedly calling on government to amiihilaie the whole mas^ 

' of country bank notes; but any measures tending to Ihnit Ibe.issue 

r or circulation of paper, from our provincial manufactories, without 

• proportionately limiting the circulation from the grand parent ma- 
tiufactory ofThreadnetdh Street, will, to say nothing of its impo« 
licy, be the height of injustice. 

The management of tbe bank directors has been the subject of 
' brgb panegyric 011 tbe part of their advocate Mr. Jackson, and tho 
eminent services they have rendered the pubiie, and tbe great ob* 
fixations we owe them, have been most pompously detailed. We 
^re kttminded of the sums lent to government at various periods^ 
Und tbe liberal terms, the low htterest, the abatement of thai ia- 
fereit, and th^ extraordinary generosity which has been displayed 
oh certain occasions, in lending money even trtlAou^ interest I It 
would however hav^e made this detml ^omewHt mor^ complete^ jf 
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tfair letrded g^hnms lm4 ittfor«if4 iw on wIm^ occaaioo^ thc4c^i^f«r 

TiocS were nepcbu)ed» m>d of Ibe iwrious cjcciMWstttOces which 2ifiwu¥*^ 

paoied these acts of dJaioter^stiedajess, liberality, and patriotism! A* 

glanf^ at the subject may supply the deficieacies of the h^vk adVQr^ 

cafe; and enaUe the public to deterloiiije 6d which skkf la thiQ.|)a- 

lance of obligatioDt apd whether the nation has not a vigjkt to % 

mu€k larger portion of the pcofits of tUe bank than it ha4 yet' 

cfeiuM^d. The ba^ik is t corporate tonnnercial company, ejMt 

hlt«hisd by charter, which may be resumed by government aiila 

•Kpiration, but which has been vcnewed ftiom. lime to lime^ aod^ aA 

iiarioua periods during the pnaetttreig^ At these periods. orrA<» 

newat the directors havo of course th^ir conferences witU the eK.'^ 

btin^ admitustratiod ; and it has been thfe practice to demantl soistt 

thing for the public as the price of tlie renewal; but considering 

the enormous profits derived by the company ffora its hekig entihis- 

led with the pecuniary coAcerns of the nation, and fr^Ma Ihie itn« 

mense sums constantly deposited in tJieir hnuds, the directoasf hmvn 

not been careless of the interests of their constilueots, or unmind* 

fhl of the terms best calculated to promote those interests* T&ey 

have not waited tiU the period of tbe expiration of their charict 

draw nigh. Hiey have taken time by the forelock ; and haffe» w^tta 

ral years previous to the the expiratioo, and when tliey were seisN 

ble of Ihe pressing exigencies of govemmeut, made their pKoponlt 

for its renewaU Notwithstanding all that has been said about tfie 

** liberality and generoyty*^ discovered on these occasions; when the 

continually in<;reasing profits of tbe bank are taken into considen* 

lion, the advantages derived by the public, ace comparatively, so 

Uivial, thtit were it not for tbe perfect understanding mainCajned 

|i)6tween directors and mitiisters, and the mutual assistance and 

support rendered to each other in the promotion of their dhferent 

interests, we should be ahnost incfiahl to term the bargain as made 

with tbe public by the directors, what is commonly denominated a 

fyo'$ harg^n^ Tkft amount of the bank profits a ra unknown to the 

proprietors and the public, but thai they have been Immense, we mky 

conclude froiW*tbfi advance of their stock, both principal and fn- 

ler^st, lUidfftointlie frequent fonnses which have been' presented 

to the ptfo^ietora within the coiirae of a fiew* years* Doriiig tte 

years 1778 and 1779> the price of Boid^ *Stock was so low as lotf. 

In October 1809^ it ma a^ high as 2M. The events which hav« 

since taken place, haive indeed oectuiencd. a fall of near 30 per cent. 

Bwt when the e^LtraionUbaiy rise •in. tbt principal ; the mcreasiog in- 

t^rest^ Whicb i}k ^ shme.|ieffiod of liine has doubled; tbgefhir 

with the varions henntin m^de fsoiB time to time, are taken iolo 

due consideration, the public have ak rig^ to expect tbe taoguage 

of gratitude at lea^t, frpm accompany wjio o^e all^they possess to 

national libefdity. fhe directors of the bank, who have witnessed 
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jl tUpcHofthe bullion ComMHee. 

ril ffi' interior concerns, and IniTe cf coarse fonneen ffie Tariods »(l<< • 
Traces, have not, we should imagine, been luatteAtive to their own 
Uterest ; au4 tlie liberality of the propHetors has hUely doubled 
their salaries. 

But the language of the bank advocate to the public, at the late 
meeting of the proprietors, has been insulting rather than grateful. 
The Bullion Committee have recommended the measure indispen* 
iibly requisite to the restoration of national credit, of paying bank 
Botes in cash. Although they have shewn the utmost caution re- 
specting the manner and the time of carrying the measure into exe« 
eation, and have used the most re^)eGtful language towards the 
directors — all b not sufficient to secure the committee from being 
reviled, and the public from being threatened. Mr. Jackson takes 
fire!—** If the public," he exclaims, '* thiuk bank issues an evil 
^ they may annihilate them in 24 hours ; if they wish to dissolve this 
^ institution, let them pay us the 18 millions they owe us, and wc 
* will make up the remaming two millions by subscription among our- 
^ selves within an hour so as immediately to discharge all our notes!''* 

To this it might be replied — If the people were blessed with an ad- 
minittration inclined to pursue a system of peace and economy 
there would be little difficulty in getting rid of the debt so insulting* 
ly bhiioned on the present occasion ; but before, ^ir, you had bins* 
tered about your ** subscribing the remaining two millions within an 
^ hour," you should have informed us what would be the nature of 
your subscription, you would, we suppose, set your machine to work, 
end strike off two millions more of your assignats. Pay the nume- 
rous millions already struck off, not as any man might do bordering on 
B state of bankruptcy, by issuing other assignats in exchange, but in 
cash : it will be then time enough to bully tlie public in return for 
the favours they have heaped on you I 

Mr Jackson is excessively indignant that any one should have 
suggested to the Committee, that the public had a right to a far* 
Iher participation in the profits of the bank; the reslgnrog the un- 
claimed dividends, which were all along the property of the piiblic» 
.be deems an act of great condeKension on the part of the directors. 
The public must bear these insults, till the period of the bank charter 
draws near the conclusion. Then we hope they will be duty remem* 
bereily and that before the charter is again renewed, a full ac* 
count of their pr^tfits will be demanded, and that the public will, as 
the price of the' renewal of the charter demand such a share, as abaU 
materially relieve them from from Iheir burdens. — If however a 
radical change of system does not shortly take place, the baidt char* 
. ter, and the bank itself will be of little coBstfuenoel 

Narlouf, Sept. 28, 1810. B. F« 

^ Speech ia the ^foming Chrmikhf Sep. dU 
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Upon a review of all the facts and 
feasooings which have been submittecl 
to the consideration of ^our committee 
in the coarse of their inquiry, they have 
formed an opinion, which they submit 
to the hoase -.-^Tfuit there u nt pretent 
«w excess in the paper circulation of this 
eottnlry, of which the most unequivocal 
tymptom is the very high price qf bulUon^ 
mnd next to thut, the tow state of the 
etmtinental exchanges ; that this excen 
it to he ascribed to the want of a suffir 
eieni check and contrnul in the issues of 
paper from the Bank of England ; andy 
originality, to the suspension of cash pay^ 
wieniSf which removed the natural and 
true eontroul. For upon a pen^ral view 
of the subject, your committee are of 
opinion, that no safe, certain, anff con- 
stantly adequate provision against an 
fkcess of paper currency, either occa- 
sional or permanent, can be found, ex- 
cept in the convertibility of all such pa- 
pfsr into specie. Your committee can- 
Bot, therefi[>re, but see reason to rt^ret, 
that the suspension of cash payments, 
which, in the most favourable light in 
which it can be viewed, was onl^ a tem- 
porary measure, has been contmued so 
MHig; anc<, particularly, that by the 
manner in which the present continuing 
tct is framed, the character should have 
been given to it of a permanent war 
measure. 

Your committee conceive that It would 
be 5llperfl^ous to point out, in detail, 
tba disadvantages which mubt result to 
the omntry, from anv such general ex- 
' cess of currency as lowers us relative 
▼alpe. The etfeot of such an augmen- 
tation of prices upon all money tnmsac- 
tions for time; the unavoidnjlle injury 
suffered by annuitants, aud Sy creditors 
VOL. VIII. 



of every description, both private and 
public; the anii^teuded advantage gained 
by government and all other debtors ; 
are conseauences too obvious to require 
proof, and too repugnant to justice to 
he left withunt remedy. By far the 
most important portion of thb effect ap- 
pears to your committee to be that 
which is communicated to the wages of 
common countcjf labou^ the rate of 
which, it is well known, adapts itself 
more slowly to the changes which hap- 
pen in .the value of money, than the 
price of any oth^r species of labour or 
commodity. And it is cflongh for your 
committee to allude to «ome classes of 
the public ser\tinrs, whose pay, if once 
raised in conseqiience of a depreciation 
of money, cannot so conveniently be re- 
duced again to its former rale, even af- 
ter miinty shall have recovered its value. 
The future progress of these inconveni- 
ences and evils, if not checked, must 
at no great distance of time, work a 
practical conviction upon the minds of 
all those who may still doubt their exis- 
tence; but even if their progressive in- 
crease were less probable than it appears 
to your commitiee, they cannot hrlu ex- 
pressing an opinion that the integrity 
and honour cf pariioment are concerned^ 
not to authorize^ longer than is required 
by imperious necessity, the continuance 
in this commercial country tfa system (f 
circulation, in which that natural chm'k 
or eontroul is absent which maintains the 
value of' money, and, by the permanency 
of that common standard ofvalue^ secures 
the substantialjustice and faith ofmonied 
contracts and obligations betuicen fuaa 
and man. 

Your committee moreover beg leave 
to advert to the temptation to resort to 
a depreciation even ot the value of the 
gold coin by an aheratioo of the stand- 
ard, to which parliament itself might be 
subjected by a great and long continued 
eacess of paper. This has been the re- 
p»urce of many governuientft under ^uck 
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circumstances, and is the obvious and 
most easy remedy to the evil in question. 
But it IS unnecessary to d%' ell on the 
breach of public faith and dereliction of 
a primary duty of government, which 
would manifestly be implied in preferring 
the redoetion of the coin down to the 
standard of the paper, to the restoration 
of the paper to the legal standard of the 
coin. 

Your committee tl>erefore, having very 
anxiou!«Iy and deliberately considered 
this <;ubject, report it to the house as 
their opinion, that the system of the 
circulating me^lium of this country ought 
to be brought back, with as much speed 
as is compatible with a wise and neces- 
sar- cnution, to the original principle of 
rash f avment at the optiou of the hol- 
der ot bunk paper, 

Yo<ir committee have understood that 
remedies, or palliatives, of a different 
nature, have^been projected; such as, a 
compulsory limitation of the amount of 
bank advances and discounts, during 
the continuance of the suspension ; or a 
compulsory limitation during the same 
period, of the rate of bank profits and 
dividends, by carrying the surplus of 
profits above that rate to the public ac- 
count. But, in the judgment of your 
committee, such indirect schemes, for 
palliating the possible evils resulting 
from the suspension of cash payments, 
would prove wholly inadequate for that 
purpose, because the necessaK propor- 
tion could never be adjusted, and if 
once fixed, might aggravate very much 
the inconveniencies of a temporary pres- 
sure; and even if their efficacy could be 
made to appear,they would be objection-, 
able as a m«»!»t hurtful and improper in- 
terference with the rights of commercial 
property. 

According to the best judgment your 
cotwnittee hat been enabled to form, no 
sufficient ref/tedt/Jor the preient, or «c- 
curityfor the future can be pointed out, 
except the repeal of the law which mus- 
pends the cash paynicnts of the Bank of 
England, 

In eft'ecting so importaiit a change, 
your committee are of opinion that s^me 
difficulties must be encountered, and 
that there are some contingent dangers to 
the bank, against which it ought most 
carefully and strongly to be guarded. 
But all those may be etTectually provid- 
ed for, by entrusting to the discrelioii of 
the bank itself the charge of conducting 
and cuinpletitig the operatioD> and by 



allowing to the bank so ample a period 
of time for conducting it, as will be more 
than sufficient to effect its completion. 
To the discretion, experience and inte- 
grity of the directors of the bank, your 
committee believe that parliament may 
safely entrust the charge of effecting 
that which parliament may in its wis- 
dom determine upon as necessary to be 
effected ; and that the directors of that 
great institution, far from making them- 
selves a party with those who have a 
temporary interest in spreading* alarm, 
will take a much longer view of the per- 
manent interests of the bank, as indi»- 
tolobly blended with those of the pub- 
lic. The particular mode of gradually 
effecting the resumption of cash pay- 
ments ought therefore, in the opinion of, 
your committee, to be left in a great 
measure to the discretion of the bank, 
and parliament ought to do little more ■ 
than to fix, definitively, the time at 
which cash payments are to become as 
before compulsory. The period allowed 
ought to be ample, in order that the 
bank directors may feel their way, and 
that, having a constant watch upon the 
varying circumstances that ought to 
guide them, and availing themselves 
only of favourable circumstances, they 
may tread back their steps slowly, and 
may preserve both the course of their 
own affairs as a company, and that of 
public and commercial credit, not only 
safe bt)t unembarrassed. 

With this view, your committee would 
suggest, that the restriction on cash pay- 
ments cannot safely be removed at an 
earlier period than two years from the 
present time; but your committee are 
of opinion, that early provisions ought 
to be made by parliament for termina- 
ting, by the end of that period, the 
operation of the several statutes which 
have imposed and continued that re- 
striction. 

In suggesting this period of two years, 
your committee have not overlooked the 
circumstances, that, as the law stands 
at present, the bank would be com|jelled 
to pay in cash at the end of six months 
after the ratification of a definitive trea- 
ty of peace ; so that if peace were to be 
concluded within that period, the re- 
commendation of your committee mi|:ht 
seem to have the effect of postponing, 
instead of ncreleraling the resumption of 
payments. Rut yoiir committee are of 
opinion, tli ^ if peace were imoiediately 
to be ratified, in the present state of our 
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circolation, it would be most hazardous 
to coippel rhe bank to pay cash in six 
months, and would be found wholly im- 
practicable. Indeed, the restoration of 
peace, by opening new fields of com- 
mercial enterprise, would multiply in- 
stead ot' abridging t|)e demands upon the 
bank for discount, &nd would render it 
peculiarly distressing to the commercial 
world if the bank were suddenly and 
materially to restrict their issues. Your 
committee are therefore of opinion, that 
even if peace should intervene, two 
years should be given to the bank to re- 
sume its payments ; but that even if the 
war should be prolonged, cash payments 
should be resumed by the ena of that 
period. 

Your committee have not been indif- 
ferent to the consideration of the pos- 
sible occurrence of political circumstan- 
ces, which may be thought hereafter to 
furnish an argument in favour of some 
prolongation of the proposed period of 
resuming cash payments, or even in fa- 
vour of a new law for their temporary 
restriction after the bank shall have 
opt-ned. They are, however, fur from 
anticipating a necessity, even in any 
case, of returning to tbe present system. 
But if occasion for a new measure of re- 
striction could be supposed at any time 
to arise, it can in no degree be ground- 
ed, as your committee think, on any 
state of the foreign exchanges, (which 
they trust that they have abundantly 
shewn the bank itself to have the gene- 
ral power of cuntroulifig), but on a po- 
litical state of things producing, or likely 
very soon to produce, an alarm at home, 
leading to so indefinite a demand for 
cash for domestic uses as it must be im- 
possible for any banking establishment 
to provide againat. A return to the or- 
dinary system of bankmg is, on t^e very 
ground of the late extravagant 1 all of the 
exchanges and high price of gold, pecu- 
liarly requisite. That alone can etfec- 
tually restore general confidence in the 
value of the circulating medium of the 
kingdom; and tbe serious expectation 
of liiis event must enforce a preparatory 
reduction of the quantity of paper, and 
all other measures which accord with the 
true principles of banking. The antici- 
pation of tbe time when the- bank will 
be constrained to open, may aUo he ex- 
pected to contribute to the improve- 
ment of the exchanges; whereas a post- 
ponement of this era, so indefinite as 
that of sa months after tbe termination 



of the war, and especially in the event 
of an exchange continuing to fail, (which 
more and m<»re would generally be per- 
ceived to arise from an excess of papery 
and a consequent depreciation of it) may 
leudyunder an unfavourable state of pub- 
lic afifairs, to such a failure of confidence 
(and especially among foreigners) in the 
detei*mination of parliament to enforce a 
return to the professed standard of the 
measure of payments, as may serve to 
precipitate the further fall of the ex- 
changes, and lead to consequences at 
once the most discreditable and dis- 
astrous. 

^Although the details of the best mode 
of returning to cash payments ought to 
be left to the discretion of the bank of 
England, as already stated, certain pro- 
visions would be necessary, under the 
authority of parliament, both for the 
convenience of the bank itself, and for 
the security of the other banking es- 
tablishments in this country and in Ire- 
land. 

Your committee conceive it may be 
convenient for the bank to be permitted 
to issue notes under the value of 51. for 
some little time after it had resumed 
payments in specie. 

It will be convenient also for the 
chartered banks of Ireland and Scot- 
land, and all the country banks, that 
they should not be compelled to pay in 
specie until some time after the resump- 
tion of payments in cash by the bank of 
England ; but that they should continue 
for a short period upon their present 
footing, of being liable to pay their own 
notes on demand in bunk of England 
paper. 

Ehe above may be considered as the 
ance, or must material part of the 
Report. The following extracts are of 
considerable importanoe as shewing the 
opuiion of the Committee founded on 
the facts before them. J 

Since th^suspension of cash payments 
in 179T, it is certain, that, even if gold 
is still our measure of value and stand- 
ard of prices, it has been exposed to a 
new cause of variation, from the possi- 
ble excess of that paper which is not 
conveitible into gold at will; and the 
limit of this new variation is as indefinite 
as the excess to which that paper may 
be issued. It may indeed be doubte<F, 
whether, since the new system of bank 
of England payments has been fully es- 
tablbhedy gold has in truth contiuued 
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to he our measure of value ; and whe- 
ther we have any other standard of pri- 
ces than that circulating medium^ issued 
primarily hy the bank of England and 
111 a secondary manner by the country 
banks, the vuriations of which in rela- 
tive value miiy be as indefinite as the 
possible excess of that circulating me- 
dium. But whether our present measure 
of value, and standard of prices, be this 
paper currency thus variable m its rela- 
tive value, or continues still to be gold, 
but gold rendered more variable than it 
WHS before in consequence of being in- 
terchangeable for a paper currency 
5ii'hich is not at will convertible mto 
gold, it is, in either case, most desirable 
for the public that our circulating me- 
dium should again be conformed, as 
speedily as circumstances will permit, 
to its real and legal staodaid, gold 
bullion. 

If the gold ooio of the country were 
at any time to become very much worn 
«nd lessened in weight, or if it should 
fuffer a debasement of its standard, it 
IS evident that there would be a propor- 
tionable rise of the market price of gold 
bullion above its mint price; for the 
^jpint price is th^ sum in coin, which is 
equivalent in Intrinsic value to a giv^n 
quantity, an ounce for example, of the 
>net4l in bullion; and if the intrinsic va- 
lue of that sum of coin be lessened, it 
is equivalent lo a l?s^ quantity of bullion 
than before. The same rise of the mar- 
ket ppcp of gold above its mint price 
will take place, if the local currency of 
this particular country, being no longer 
convertible into gold, should at any tinie 
be issued to excess. That excess can- 
not be exported to other countries,nind, 
not being convertible into specie, it is 
not necessarily returned upon those whp 
issued it ; it remains in the channel of 
circulurion, ai^d is gradually absorbed 
by increasing tlie prices of all commo- 
dities. Ap increase in the quantity of 
the local currency of a particular coun- 
tryi wi|l raise prices in that country ex- 
actly in the same planner as an increase 
in the general supply of precious metals 
raises prices all crver the world. By 
means of the increase of quantity, the 
Talue of a given portion of that circula- 
ting medium, in exchange for other com* 
modities, is lowered; in other words, 
the money prices of all othef commodi-v 
ties are raised, aud that of bullion with 
the rest. In this manner, an excess of 
the local currency of a particular coim- 



try will occasion a rise ot the market 
price of gold above its mint price. It 
IS no less evident, that, in the event of 
(he prices of commodities being raised 
in one country by an augmentation of 
its circulating medium, while oo similar 
augmentation in the circulating medioin 
of a neighbouring country has led to a simi* 
lar rise of prices, the currencies of those 
twa countries will no longer conttnue 
to bear the same relative i^ue to eack 
other as before. The intrinsic value of 
a given portion of the one ciwreocy be- 
ing lessened, while that of the otlier ic^ 
ma ins unaltered, the exchange will be 
(Mmputed between those two countries 
to the disadvantage of the former. 

In this manner, a general nse of all 
prices, a rise in the market price of gold, 
and a fall of the foreign exchanges, with 
^e the eifect of an excessive quantity of 
circulating medium in a country which 
has adopted a currency, not exportable 
to other countries,, or not coiu*ertible 
at will into a coin which is exportable. 

[On the subject of the rate of exchan. 
ges a? connected with tmt trade, the 
Following observations aie made in the 
report : — ] 

Your committee, observing how en- 
tirely the present depression of oar ex- 
change with Europe is referred hy many 
persons to a great excess of onr imports 
above our exports, have called for an 
account of the actual value of those fur 
the last five years ; ai^d Mr. Irving, the 
inspector general of customs, has accor- 
dingly furnibhed the most accurate esti- 
mate of both that he has beeo enabled 
to form. He has also endeavoured tu 
forward the object of the committee, 
by calculating how much should be de- 
ducted from the value of goods impor- 
ted, on account of articles in return 
for which nothing is exported^ These 
deductions consist of the produce of 
fisheries, and of imports from the /East 
and West Indies, which are of the na- 
ture of rents, profits, and capital remit- 
ted to proprietors in this country. Tlie 
balance of trade in favour of this coun- 
try, upon the face of the account Uioa 
made np> was 

In 180& about - r - £.6,616,000 
Hm - . ^ . . 10,437,000 
IBOr - T - - - 6,866,000 

1808 , r « - r 19,481,000 

1809 - r ^ - - 14,834,000 
So far therefiire, as any inference is to 
be drawn from the balance thus exhibf^ 
ted, the exchanges durii^ the pretciik 
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^r, in which rsamj pavmeiits to this 
eoBotrj on account or toe very advan- 
tagfoiM balances of the two fonner years 
■M? be Expected to take place^ ought 
to be peculmrly favourable. 

Your committee, however, place lit* 
tie confidence in deductions made even 
from the impmved document which the 
ivdntry and intelligence of the inspector 
pneral has enabled him to furnish. It 
itdefectiTe, as Mr. Irving ha4 himself 
statfd, in as much as it supplies no ac- 
coont of the sum drawn oy foreigners 

i which is at the present period pecu- 
iariy large) on account of nreieht due to 
tbem for the employment of their ship- 
ping, nor, on the other hand, of the 
fum receivable from them, (and forming 
an addition to the value of our exported 
articles) on account of freight arising 
fKm the employment of British ship- 
ping. It leaves out of consideration all 
mteresc on capital in England possessed 
by foreigners, and on capital abniad be- 
woging to inhabitants of Great Britain, 
as well as the pecuniary transactions be- 
tween the governments of England and 
Ireland . 1 1 t^kes no cognizance of con- 
traband trade, and of exported and im- 
ported bullion, of which no account is 
rendered at the Custom-house. It like- 
wise omits a roost important article, the 
variations of which, if correctly stated, 
would probably b<; found to correspond 
in a great deg^^e with the fluctuations of 
the apparently favourable balance; 
namely, the bilb drawn on government 
for oar naval, military, ana other ex- 
peoces in foieign parts. Your commit* 
tee had hoped to receive an account of 
I bete from the table of the house; but 
there has been some difficulty and con- 
sequent delay in executing a material 
part of the order made from them.' It 
appears from ** an account, as far as it 
could be made out, of sums paid for ex- 
pencea abroad in 1793> 4, 6, and Q^ 
loterrcrd in tlie Appendix of the Lords' 
report on the occasion of the bank re- 
striction biU, that the sums to be paid 
were, 

lo 1793 - r L. 9,785,252 

4 - - 8,335,591 

5 . ? 11,040,236 
- - 10,649,916 

The following is an account of the of- 
ftdal value oi our imports and exports 
with the Continent of Europe alooe^ in 
each of the last five years :--< 



1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
Balance in fa^ 
vour of Great 
Britain,reck- 
oned in offi- 
cial value. 
The balances 



Imports. 

10,008,649 
8,197,256 
7,973,510 
4,210,671 
9,551,857 
1805 




Ecports. 
L. 15,456,4d« 
13,216,38i 
12,689,590 
11,280,490 
23,722,615 
L. 5,456,781 
5,019,13« 
4,716,080 
7,069,819 
- . 14,170,758 
Europe alone in 



favour of Great Britain, as exhibited in 
this imperfect statemeut, are not fa^ 
from corresponding ^ith the general anil 
more accurate balances before given. 
The favourable balance in 1809 with 
Europe alone, if computed according to 
actual value, would be much more con- 
siderable than the value of the same 
year, in the former general statement. 

A favourable balance of trade on tbo 
face of the account of exports and im- 
ports, presented annually to parliament, 
IS a very probable consequence of large 
drafts on government for foreign expen- 
diture; an augmentation of exports, and 
a diminution of imports, being promo- 
ted and even enforced by the means of 
such drafVs. For if the supply of bills ' 
drawn abroad, either by the agents of 
government, or by incHviduals, is dis* 
proportionate to the demand, the priae 
of them m foreign money falls, until it b 
so low as to invite purchasers ; and the 
purchasers, who are generally foreigners, 
not wishing to transfer their property 
permanently to England, have a refe- 
rence to the terms on which the bills oft 
England will purchase those British 
commodities which are in demand, ei« 
ther irt their own country, or in inter* 
mediate places, with which the account 
may be adjusted. Thus, the price of 
the bills bemg regulated in some degree 
by that of the British commodities, and 
continuing to fall till it becomes so low 
as to be likely to afford a profit on the 
purchase and eifporution of these com- 
modities, an actual exportation nearly 
proportionate to the amount of the bilU 
drawn can scarcely fail to take place. It 
follows, that there cannot be, for any 
long period, either a highly fiaivourablc 
or uul'avourable balance of trade; for 
the baliince no sooner aU'ects the price 
of bills, than the price of hills, by its 
redaction on the state of trade, promotes 
Mu equalizatioQ of commercial exports 
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And imports. Your comrnktee hare here 
considered cash end bullion as fonning 
• part of the general mass of exported 
or imported articies, and as transferred 
according to the state both of the supply 
«Qd the demand ; formiilg however, un- 
der certain circumstances, and espebial- 
ly m the case of great fluctuations in the 
general commerce, a peculiarly commo- 
dious remituiice. 

The committee cannot refrain from 
expressing it to be their opinion, after a 
very deJibei'ate consideration of this part 
of the subject, tliat it is a great practi- 
cal error to suppose that tl^ exchanges 
with foreign countries* and the price of 
bullion, are not liable to be affected by 
the amount of a paper, currency, which 
is issued without the condition of pay- 
pieot in specie at the will of the holder. 
That the exchanges will be lowered, 
and the price of bullion raised, by an 
issue of such paper to excess, it is not 
only established as a principle b} the 
roost eminent authorities upon commerce 
and finance ; but its practical truth has 
been illustrated by the history of almast 
every state in modern times which has 
used a paper currency ; "and in all those 
countries, this principal has finally been 
resorted to by their statesmen, as the 
best criterion to judge by, whether such 
cuirency was or was n^^^. excessive. 

It is important, at the same time, to 
observe, that under the former system, 
when the bank was bound to answer its 
notes in specie upon demand, the state 
of the fiireigh exchanges and the price 
of gold did most materially influence its 
conduct in the issue of those notes, 
though it was not the practice of the 
directors systematically to watch either 
the one or the other. — So long as gold 
was demandable for their paper, they 
were speedily apprized of a depression 
of the exchange, and a nse in the price 
of gold, by a run upon them for that 
article. If at any time they incautiously 
exceeded tl)e proper hmit of their advan- 
ces and issues, the paper was quickly 
Brought back to them, by those >%ho 
were tempted to profit by the market 

frice of gold, or by the rate of exchnnge, 
n this manner the evil soon cured itself. 
The directors of the bank having their 
appreheuiiions excited by the reduction 
of their stock of gold, and being able 
to replace their loss only by reiterated 
purchases of buUiou at a very losing 
price, naturally contracted their issues 
ol paper, and thus gave to the remaining 



paper, as well as to the coin for which 
It was interchangeable, an increased va- 
lue, while the clandestine exportation 
either of the coin, or the gold produced 
from it, combined in improving the state 
of the exchange, and in producing a cor- 
responding diminution of the difference 
between the market price and nwnt price 
of gold, or of paper convertible into 
gold. 

Your committee do not mean to re- 
present that the manner, in which this 
effect resulted fiom the conduct which 
they have described, was disunctly pei^ 
ceived by the bank directors. The fact 
of limiting their paper as often as they 
experiem^ any great drain of gold^ is, 
however, unquestionable. 

It was a necessary consequence of the 
suspension of cash payments, to exempt 
the bank from that dram of gold, which, 
in former times, was sure to result from 
an unfavourable exchange and a high 
price of bullion. And the directors, re- 
leased from all fears of such a drain, 
and no longer feeling any inconvenience 
from such a state of things, have not 
been prompted to restore the exchanges 
and the price of gold to their proper le- 
vel by a reduction of their advances and 
issues. I'he directors, in former times^ 
did not perhaps perceive and acknow- 
ledge the principle more distinctly than 
those of the present day, but they felt 
the inconvenience, and obeyed its im- 
pulse; which practically established a 
check and limitation to the issue of pa- 
per. In the present times, the incon- 
venience is not felt ; and the check, ac- 
cordingly, is no longer in force. But 
your committee beg leave to report it 
to I lie house as their most cl^ar opinion, 
that so long as the suspension of cash 
payments is permitted to subsist, the 
price of gold bullion and the general 
course of exchange with foreign coun- 
tries, taken for any considerable period 
of time, form the best general criterion 
from which any inference can be drawn, 
as to the sufficiency or excess of paper 
currency in circulation; and that the 
bank of England cannot safely regulate 
the amount of its issues, without having 
reference to the criterion presented by 
these two circumstances. And upon a 
review of all the facts and reasonings 
which have already been stated, your 
committee are further of opinion, that, 
although the commercial slate of this 
country, and the political state of the 
continent, may have had some influence 
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00 the high price of gold hoUion and 
the uofaTourable course of exchange 
with fofdga countries, this price, and 
this depreciation, -are also to be ascribed 
to the want of a permanent check, and 
t sufficient limitation of the paper cur- 
rency in this country. 

[To the Report is added the evidence 
^ven before the committee, of which 
the following; are the principal passages.] 

A. A. Guldsmid, Esq. was examined 
respect! n{T the sale and exportation of 
gold. He said that merchants used great 
camion in sending it abroad. That 
g<^ld is sometimes sold to an indivirlnnl 
to the amo'iot of from 100 to 5000 
ounces. About 50,0001. or 80,0001. ster- 
ling might be sold in a month. The 
rate of insurance for exportinj^ gn{d was 
about three gtiineas. Previous to gold 
being exported, an oath muM be taken 
h«»rore the court of il ^ 'rrnen rhaC it his 
bfen mt»lted f«*om foreign c ii or foreign 
gold in bars. Some of the articles 
bmught home in return fors;r)ld exported 
were, corn fr*tm France and Flinders. 
There was no risk of conliscation in ex* 
porting gold ; hecuuse at a tnfiina; pre- 
mium it could be insured into the hands 
of the consiijnee. An unfavt)uruble ex- 
change took money out of the country, 
t« well as other circnnistances. The 
difference between our standard gold, 
and bank paper, w«s as between 31. 17s. 
lO^d. to 41. lOs. or nearly 16 per cent. 
Wi h respect to th»- course of exchange, 
the c ««e <tood tlius : — if a person pur- 
chased a bdl at Hamburgh upon Lon- 
don, and received payment for it m 
gaine-dS at London, he would get 16 per 
cent, more than if he received payment 
in hauk notes, provided he was at liberty 
to export the guineas. 

W. M^rie, Rsq. was i^xt examined. 
He said, fhnt according to the present 
price of gn/dy a guinea was worth twentv- 
fmr shillings and a penny. No gold 
hivs been lately in circulation ; and the 
thing was growing worse and worse every 
day Tor six months preceding the exami- 
nation. Ai a hanker^ he never received 
gold from any quarter, •Formerly the 
DHuk used to give seven shillings pieces 
for guinea 4, but they did not do so now. 
Silver bullion was now higher than the 
coinage price. 

Sir Iraucis Baring examined. — He 
said the exchanges with ihe continent of 
Europe were for many months from 15 
to 20 per cent, agam^t this country; 
and that the market price of gulJ was 



aboy# the mini price nearly in Ae samt^ 
proportion. Tne course of exchanged 
nas been the regulator of paper and 
buQiou in all quiet and current times. 
By current thnes he meant times of waif 
when there were no restrictions on trade, 
such as the seven ^ears war, and the 
American war, durmg which there wai 
no want of bullion. He therefore 
thought that if we could continue our 
payments in specie as heretofore^ and 
there had been no restriction upon trade, 
the course of exchange would not be un- 
favourable to the country. The ex- 
change then was afiected by the restrict 
tion on trade, and the increased circa* 
lation of country paper. The increased 
circulation of paper condnced to the 
scarcity of bullion ; because the one was 
issued and substituted in the room of the 
other, which was withdrawn, and which 
could not be commanded by the holders 
of paper. The removal of ibe restric- 
tions on trade would facilitate the means 
of importing bullion, by causing an ex* 
portatioA of merchandise. In the year 
1797, and some years previous to that, 
the issue of the bank tiotes was not more ' 
than eleven millions sterling; a printed 
paper laid be»ore the house states that 
the circulation at present of bank notes • 
exceeds 21 millions. This is more than 
can circulate with safety to the general 
circulation of the country. ' 

On the subject of small notes. Sir 
Francis spoke thus — ^** The small notes 
arid to the mass of bank notes before in 
circulation : they issue in the same man* 
ner in exchange for public or prirate 
securities ; instead of being left out in a 
comparative view. 1 fear they rather 
tend io*increase the difficulty more than 
their due proportion, because they can* 
not be withdrawn without an issue of 
specie to an equal amount, and there- 
fore stand in the front of the battle.-^ 
Before the restriction, the experience of 
above a century jyrove^ th<it the adminu» 
tration of the affairs of the bank has been 
wise and correct ; the public have been 
satisfied, the country has flourished, and 
I am persuaded that the bank of England 
has proved a most impoitant invaluable 
instrument in prom(»ting its prosperity. 
This experience points out the on lt prirt" 
cipie on rchich the public can rely. with 
confidence, namely, to return again to 
payments in specie whenever it shall be 
in the power of the bank to do so. There 
are many instances of clerks imt worth 
lOOi. esiaUi«bing tbemsehres as mer- 
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•luintSy And fectmn^ (since the restric- 
tion^ an accommodation firom the bank, 
by oiscoanting what is called good bills 
Co the amotmt (probably) of 5 or 10/K)0l. 
Such a demand I am mclined to consi-' 
der as created by the bank, and not 
arising out of a regular coorte of trade, 
such as would exist if the restriction was 
jemoved. This circumsunce isimpor- 
tant, in my opinion, that the circolatioa 
of the country cannot be perfectly safe 
sntal the i^triction is rerofived, m well 
founded. The circulation of bank notes 
BOW amounts to tweott one millions; 
deduct from thence the bullion in its m- 
•reased extent, to which it may be sup- 
posed to amount in consequence of the 
restriction, it will still leave a much 
lan!;er sum to be employed in public or 
private securities. I consider the opi- 
nion entertained by some persons, that 
the bank ought to regulate their issues 
by the public demaud, as dangerous in 
the extreme, because I know by expe- 
rience, that the demand for speculation 
can only be limited by want of means ; 
and I think the bank would not be dis^ 
posed to extend their issues beyond 
three fourth parts of its present amount, 
if the restriction was removed. It may 
prove dangerous to impose any positive 
restraint on the bank o? law or other- 
wise, for cases may and will arise when 
an excess will be proper, and that it 
would be culpable to withhold it. But 
if the house should be disposed to en- 
tertain an opinion, and will pronounce 
it distinctly, I think the bank may be 
left with full power to act under their 
responsibility. 



RBFI^BCTIONS OK THE SYSTEM 

OF ENGLISH COMMERCE, 

AND PAPER MONEY. 



[From the PublicUte,] 
Hamburgh^ Aug. 3. — Since the 
union of Holland, the magazines of 
Heligoland 6nd no longer any vent, 
and arc quite choakcd up. The 
qoantity of merchandize which is 
lost is inconceivable. Every moment 
w^ scie new magazines formed, but 
all Are full, and most of the bales 
remain unpacked. This example is 
singular, and shews to what a de- 



gree the distress of England extendt^ 
Under this point of view it cannot 
be doubted but that the union of 
Holland is a terrible blow to the 
commerce of England, and it re- 
mains tu be asked, why that mea- 
sure has been so long delayed ? It 
is evident that if Holland bad been 
formerly united, England would 
have sooner experienced the horrible 
crisis in which her commerce is now 
placed. Bankruptcies succeed each 
other in London. Her exchange-^ 
loses SO per cent, and her Bank pa- 
per has ceased to possess the cha« 
racter proper to that kind of paper. 
It is now only a paper monbt, 
which is every day farthcrdisca*dited. 

Twenty vessels of war, with 600 
merchantmen, have entered the Bal- 
tic, having no other object than to 
smuggle and deposit the cargoes of 
these ships on the continent. The 
Danes have captured 50, the car- 
goes of which are estimatcHi at above 
SO millioik (livres). The Russians 
have confiscated more than 80.— 
These vessels sail under false colours ; 
they have false' papers, false destina* 
tions, and false French licences ; 
they call themselves Americans, Spa- 
niards, and Hamburghers; they have 
even false certificates' of origin from 
French consuls. They stick at no- 
thing; but all this only succeeds in 
part; and if, as is reported, Prussia 
carefully interdicts the entrance of 
colonial produce, and if French 
troops occupy Meek lenburgh, whcro 
English merchandizi'hashadso gOiKl 
a market, and where the contraband 
trade is carried on with such activi-- 
ty, English commerce will expe- 
rience by these measures new ob^ 
starlcs. 

The Wagram privateer has just 
been captured by the English in the 
port of Stralsund. This circum- 
stance will prove still more fatal to 
their commerce. It a^brds the 
French the U'st reasons for aoain 
taking possession of the coasts of this 
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country, and in future the contra- 
band traders will be pursued with 
more certainty and greater safety. 

When we hear in our commercial 
houses what passes in Heligoland ; 
when we recollect that all those ar- 
ticles ©f merchandize, the one half of 
^kkh must be necessarily a pure loss^ 
«4 the other half of which is destined 
to be confiscated to the pro/it of France 
ind her allies — that all those hasty 
shipments which remained heaped up 
in depots, without being able to find 
their way to the continent-^that all 
thoM hazardous speculations are at 
ihe^ame time discounted by the bank 
of London — when one sees the vast 
crowd of Ottoman fessels arriving 
evtT)- day on the coast of France and 
Italy, haded with colonial producQ 
from Malta, to be consis^ncd to con- 
fiscation, and to add imm^nse re- 
sources to' France; and when om 
considers at the same time, that 
those same articles of merchandizo 
have been afl discounted «t London 
by die bank — when, I say» we con- 
lider in our counting rooms all those 
circumstances, we naturally ask, 
what is this paper of ihe bank of 
London } Is it paper that can be 
tichanged for cash? No; it is im- 
possible to realize it. As a proof of 
this, it is here at a discount of 20 
per cent. Is it a paper that can 
Kcp up commercial credit, and that 
iuu not already gone beyond its na- 
tural limits? What* is money? — 
Money is not the representative of 
capital, but the representative ef the 
usufruct. If \vc suppose that two 
millions are necessary for the circu- 
lation of France, it is that the pro- 
iuce of the land and of the revenues 
in France requires the employment 
and movemeht of two millions ; but 
if, instead of specie, we had only 
paper money, and instead of putting 
ia circulation the amount uccessary 
to represent the value of the usu- 
fruct, we would put in its room a 
nasi of paper, representing the ca- 
pital of the territorial value, this 

▼OL. VIII. 



paper would not acquire any greater 
degree ol* value, but would gradually 
lose, till it fell to the rate necessary 
for circulation. Such is the history 
of the assignats of France, and such 
the analy«iis of -what is now felt at 
Vienna. The quantity of paper e- 
mittcd does nf-t augment the sign of 
the circulation, because the intrinsic 
value of the sign diminishes in pro- 
portion to its accumulation. This 
is the history also of what is now 
passing in London. The bank driven 
a bad trade. Instead of discounting 
bills of exchange^ representing the cre- 
dit of the English merchants, it is 
obliged to dvtcount bills which are the 
equivalent of goods heaped vp in ware- 
houses and magazines, and which must 
remain several years without Jinding a 
market. The result of this is the de- 
tiriorat^on of the circulating medium, 
the fall of the rate of exchange, and 
certain symptoms of decay and dis- 
tress. The speculators in^ Europe 
will one day be astonished at having 
so long given their confidence to a 
nation founded on commerce, which 
only exists by Commerce, and which, 
in conbcquence of unjust measures, 
is reduced to the necessity of carry- 
ing on trade by means of licences 
only — an exemption which, depend- 
ing on the caprice or partiality of 
ministers, is wholly at the mercy of 
(he public offices, 

England boasts its civil constitu- 
tion, the protection, and the rights 
which it secures to its subjects ; yet 
a merchant, who is the most useful 
citizen in that nation, cannot make 
a shipment without the permissioi\ 
of the minister's clerk?, without a 
licence, which he cannot obtain but 
by favour. The English, who adopt- 
ed licences, have obliged France to 
do the same, and to substitute ca- 
price for I he general principles, which 
form the common rights of commerce. 
Theif have in so doing given a wast 
severe bltriv to good faith, to morals, 
and to the very esseVce of trade. 
How have they not dikcoverid, that 
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the moment it was irquired to have 
licences for tradins, commerce was 
then shut out from the common 
laws ? Could the enemy have done 
them a greater evil than what they 
have thus done themselvis ? Ac- 
cordingly, the most sensible men 
who have come from England, say, 
that within the last three years, that 
nation has completely altered ; that 
every person but intelligent mer- 
chants, trades in merchandize ; that 
calculations founded in wisdom have 
given place to inconsiderate reveries ; 
fhat the practice of using false papers, 
false passports, and false licences, has 
attacked the worat'tty of the most nu^ 
merous part of the nation ; that, \^ 

ONE WORD, WITHIN THE SPACE OF 
THREE Y^ARS, THE PROGRESS OP 
THIS GENERAL DEPRAVATION HAS 
ATTAINED SUCH A POINT, AS TO 
GIVE REASON TO EXPECT THE SPEEDY 
POWNFAL OF A POWER, WHICH WILL 
HAVE BEEN LOST BY THE FOLLY 
AND iVEAKNESS SHE PERMITS TO 
REGULATE IIER DESTINY ! 



THE SITUATION AND PROSPECTS 
OF ENGLAND. 



[From the concluding Number of (he 
Argi's, an English Newspaper lalcly 
printed at Paris.] 

At the moment when we are ter- 
minating our labours, we naturally 
look back upon the career we have 
traversed; and the changes produ- 
ced in Europe in less than nine years, 
appear to us, as it were, the, work 
ofninecenturies. — Wc recollect what 
was the origin of this. The ultintatvm 
that preceded the rupture of the 
treaty of Amiens is still fresh Sn our 
itiemory. The Britannic cabinet 
scarcely needed pretexts to break a 
treaty which it openly avowed to be 
no more than a truce. Its object and 
policy at that period was to reduce 
the power of France, by «tirrini? up 
enemies against her on the Conti- 
nent; hut on comparing the situa- 



tion of the belligerent partitas, and 
considfring what they were then, 
and what they are now, we are 
struck at seeing how far England it 
from having realized the hopes held 
out to her, and how much France hat 
surpassed even all that her most a^ 
dent friends could have conceived. 
On both sides, the results of this war 
are so many important lessons to be 
treasured up. 

To begin this picture, with an 
examination of the finances of En* 
gland. It is known with what em- 
phasis the ministers, every year, 
fitinotince their prosperous state.— 
Their speeches are potnpovs ; their 
calculations rigorously just : but tht 
result of their labours uniformly is, to 
augment the taxes, and open fresh 
loans! In 180i^, the general pro- 
duce of the taxes, exclusive of the 
intertst of the debt, was estimated at 
34bOOO,0001. sterling; in 1809, it 
was 53,000,0001. and the expendi- 
ture of iSfO must carry it still high- 
er. Men of sense are struck ^ilh 
this progressive augmentation, to 
which, if wc add about 5>0,000,000l. 
sterling, for the interest of the na- 
tional debt, the whole territorial in- 
come of Great Britain is scarcely 
adequate. These are results that 
speak more plainly than the hypo- 
thetical calculations of Gentz, Iver- 
nois, &c. Though the system of 
thesinkirjg fund, when subjected to 
mathematical examination, cart ex- 
tinguish this enormous debt in a 
given space of time, yet this certain- 
ly has, hitherto, been in the bands 
of the English ministry only a lure 
to gull ihe people, and to make them 
support, without murmurfng, the 
oppressive weight of loans. At the 
crealion of the sinking fund, the pub- 
lic debt was only 238,000,0001. 
What then have been the results to 
England of this marvellous inven- 
tion? An increase of more than 
400,000,0001. in twenty-four years ! 
Either the calculations were false, or 
the ministers have governed ill. Mr, 
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PiU calculated the extinction of the 
debt upon the supposition of fifty. 
yean of peace, and las ministry zoos 
remarkalfle only for hu obstinate per* 
severance in a war ruinous to his coim* 
try I Accordingly f his fantastic cat- 
ty tat ions were certainly disappointed. 
His successors have Jo^lowed his sys- 
tem j and wMk boasting of the wealth 
oj the nation^ they have been daily 
ttUargtng the abyss which is open be- 
fort it! The facility with which 
the loans are fiikd up, daazlcs the 
vulgar. We have repeatedly had 
QCcasiOQ to shew how burdensome 
they are to the state. The intimate 
connection between the Bank and 
the Exchequer renders them still 
more dangerous. The hill, which 
suspended the payments at the bank 
in specie, which, though it ought to 
have been only fur a few months in 
force, has now existed thirteen years, . 
actually placed the bank and the 
government in a state of insolvency. 
The confidence of indiviiuals may 
certainly make them content them- 
selves with the fictitious value they 
receive; but this confidence will have 
an end. The successive deprecia- 
tion of her paper-money must neces- 
sarily lead to a crisis which the 
union of the bank and government 
cannot prevent. 

The administration of the finances 
of France presents quite another as- 
pect. There the revenue is equal to 
(he expenditure. Foreign and ex- 
pensive war has not in the least de- 
ranged the system. The; safety of 
the state does not rest ,on hypothetic 
calculations, llie economic regi- 
men of tli is vast empire is as simple 
as that of a family ; the system of 
loans leaves no uneasiness for tho 
futuro-*the debts of the past are 
provided for, and there is no inten- 
tion of contracting new debts. In a 
word, the largest state in Europe is 
the least in debt; and the institution 
of the bank augments the circula- 
tion of specie, without creating any 



apprehension as to the solidity of its 
paper. 

if, from an examination of the fi- 
nances, we proceed to that of the in- 
ternal administratiun of the two 
countries, wc find every session of 
the Bntish parliament otfcring frc!>h 
enormities, or teeming with fruitless 
accusations for the punishment of 
past misconduct, or unavailing com- 
plaints in order to prevent the future 
errors of ministers. Still the blood 
and treasures of the nation are la- 
vished in disastrous expeditions, and 
the citizens are a prey to a spirit of 
faction, the forerunner of anarchical 
disturbances. Ireland, still sepa- 
rate, notwithstanding its union, is 
in a manner proscribed, as to three- 
fourths of her population, and sub- 
ject, with regard to her worship, 
her peasantry, and her existence, to 
iniquitous restrictions, in France, 
on the contrary, every session of the 
legislative body has been distinguish- 
ed by institutions adapted to the in- 
terests and the manners of the na- 
tion. Every people called to make 
part of this vast empire, have instant- 
ly entered upon the enjoyments of the 
benefits of a testation to all protec- 
tive and equal! Thus have the arts, 
the sciences, and literature, every 
where taken a new flight ; and the 
distinguished pioductions which have 
characterised this reign, will not be 
lost to future generations. Here 
agriculture, the first of arts, has 
made a most remarkable progress ; 
and France, thus fertile, may barter 
her surplus for the commodities she 
wants. The well judged prohibition 
of English merchandize hais support- 
ed the national industry; a few ^ears 
perseverance in this wise policy will 
secure the existence of the new 
manufactures that have sprung up 
in the interior. The English govern- 
ment, perhaps at this moment, per- 
sists in making war only for the in- 
terests of its commerce, and every 
day diminishes its advantages ; every 
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caropaigrt precipitates its rviin. The 
manufactories of London, Birming- 
ham, and Manchester, are deserted. 
Thousands of artisans have no other 
means of subsistence but the poor- 
rates. The markets of the continent 
are shut to their productions, whilst 
French merchandize every where 
finds vent and purchasers. The in- 
terruption of colonial commerce is 
to France only a transient evil, from 
which result permanent advantages. 
She pays dearer for a few foreign 
commodities, but she abounds in 
the necessaries of life. During this 
interruption of her communications 
with differertt countries, her internal 
navigation is improving, and high- 
ways are, in all directions, opening 
between provinces, the diversity of 
whose productions presents the most 
advantageous and solid commerce to 
the ingenuity of the speculator, the 
industry of the artisan, or the labour 
of the agriculturist. 

What are the advantages that 
England derives from a monopoly 
odious to ail nations? A few in- 
dividuals OnOW RICH, BUT THE 
MASSvOF THE PEOPLE SUFFER. To 

a particular speculation, that of 
having the brokerage of foreign com- 
modities, the government sacrifices 
the more solid advantage which it 
previously drew from the national 
industry. It has reduced a part of 
its population ' to a state of misery ; 
it teaches the n*st of Europe to dis- 
pense \vith its productions, it places 
Itself at the mercy of events ; it 
makes its power and wealth subor- 
dinate to resources which are quite 
foreign to it. The superiority of its 
marine dazzles its eyes. It is by 
having a few vessels more, that it 
thinks to avert the inevitable ascen- 
dancy o( France. It is by the ac- 
quisition of a few petiy islands, that 
it thinks to counterbalance the in- 
corporation of many largo statrs 
with the great' empire! But how 
much has the rrlative power of Eng- 
Und and France changed since 



1803? — With less pride in his prc^ 
tensions, with more frankness in bis 
policy, the genius of Napoleon has 
laid the foundations of a power 
henceforth immoveable. The war 
of 1805, which Mr. Pitt looked up- 
on as a master- piece of policy, gave 
nse to the league of the Rhine, and 
the kingdoms of Westphalia, Hol- 
land, and Naples. That of Prussia 
extended the boundaries of the 
League of the Rhine to the Vistula ; 
and the obstinacy of the British go- 
vernment, in refusing every overture 
of peace, after the treaty of Tilsit, 
and during the conferences at £r* 
furth, and the intrigues carried oh 
in Spain artd Portugal against France, 
have put the Peninsula under the 
inevitable dominion of the empire. 
Finally, the last efforts of the disci* 
pies of Mr. Pitt to seduce the Aus* 
trian cabinet, have laid, between 
two nations made to esteem each 
other, the foundations of a peace, 
of which a recent august alliance 
will perpetuate the duration. Thus 
has France been successively strengt h- 
ened by all the allies that England 
had at the commcncen>ent of the 
war of the revolution ; and the Eng- 
lish ministry, constantly blundering 
in the employment of its military 
means, has shewn an equal want of 
foresight in its political combina- 
tions. — They might have appeared 
with some advantage, or, at all e- 
vents, with some honour, in the 
field of battle, when the armies of 
the coalitions maintained the contest 
with France. During thos^ memo- 
rable campaigns, there were twenty 
occasions in which 40,000 English, 
landed in Italy or Germany, might 
have created a diversion truly bene- 
ficial. But then the E^iglish minis- 
try were employed only in such ex- 
peditions aft thai of Copenhagen. 
They thought less of servmg their 
allirs than of weakening all of them, 
and of destroying even the very sha- 
dow of a maritime and coiproeroial 
power. Their conduct has discoyer* 
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ed ibeir secret. They became sensi- 
ble of their error, when the unex- 
pected victories of France deprived 
them of all hope of repairing it. 
From that moment, as to a war by 
land, they ought only to have taken 
t defensive attitude; yet, all of a 
sudrlen, they assumed the offensive, 
when they bad nothing else to ex- 
pect but the useless loss of men and 
iDoney. Out of one error they have 
ikllen into another, and put to ha- 
zard their internal security, without 
je-conquering the military honour 
tbey had lost. The same spirit of 
ftbsurdky made them undertake and 
nisconduct the expeditions tu Spain 
tod Walcheren. They will exhibit 
nearly the same results in the histo- 
ry of the war. Hitherto the Eng- 
lish army seems only to have kept 
its ground because there was no 
French army to contend with it. 
But the ministry themselves have no 
tenons intention of defending Portu- 
gal when it shall be regularly at- 
tacked. Soon they will only be em- 
barrassed as to the means of saving 
the fragments of an army that would 
have been better employed in the de- 
fence of their own territory. 

Thus is the sum total of the pre- 
sent war, that of having given to 
France all the allies that England 
bad at the commencement of it — 
baving augmented the direct domi- 
Bion of France by a population of 
from 25 to 30,000,000 of inhabi- 
tants — having given her an extent 
of more than 1,200 leagues of coabt, 
many maritime ports of the first 
rank, and several new dock-yards 
on the North Sea, the Ocean, Me- 
diterranean, and Adriatic — having 
pven her a continental commerce, 
which tbe whole British navy can- 
not obstruct — an influence which 
lothing can henceforward diminish. 
As to England, the result of eight 
years of war has been such an in- 
cjease of her debt and expenditure, 
that she can no longer do without 
paper-money, the first step towards 



bankruptcy — the augmentation, and 
the necessity of a still greater aug- 
mentation, of a maritime establish- 
ment, which is out of all proportion 
to her population, and her demands 
for the defence of her colonies — that 
of being left, as to her foreign <on- 
cerns, in the s^me insulated Mate ia 
which she wished to place France, 
with the loss of all her commercial 
relations with the continent of Eu- 
rope ; (for the alliance she still 
maintains with Turkey will be at 
short lived, as the alliance which 
prolongs the calamities of the Spa« 
nish peninsula) — that of soon having 
to watch 2,000 leagues of coast, and 
sixty maritime ports, whence, in 
defiance of her, will sally fortii nu- 
merous fleets, capable of disputing 
with ^ her the freedom of the seas; 
when that moment shall have arriv- 
ed, England will be struck with ter- 
ror at the abyss dug by a succession 
of weak or perfidious roinisters.-r* 
If the present can supply any certain 
data for calculating the future, this 
war must gradually produce the ab- 
solute ruin of that once flourishing 
nation. Hitherto she has sup])orted 
her financial system by uncomraoa 
efforts and extraordinary advant^cift 
that arc daily diminishing. She has 
supported her maritime and military 
establishment by the divisions she 
has fostered among the continental 
powers — by the treachery and de- 
sertion of foreign soldiers and sail- 
ors, whom she has taken into her 
pay. She has for a time prolonged 
the existence of her commerce by 
smuggling. She had no fear of her 
colonies, owing to the necessity to 
which she reduced France of attend- 
ing exclusively to the affiwrs of tho 
continent. But, at length, general 
tranquillity is on the point of being 
established ; and England, ^^ hich 
hitherto has had to defend only fo- 
reign interests, is on the eve of fight- 
ing pro ans ^t.focis ; and then it 
is that her weakness will become 
manifest. The actual superiority of 
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ker iaair)m»y and the vast exlmi of 
hor colonics, cannot save her. Wc 
limte just shewn, that she will be 
compelkd to avgracnt her naval ex- 
penditure, to which the [Profits of 
^r ^commerce will be inadequate. 
Mc;»nwhile> she will neither have 
foreign seamen, nor 8hi]>-tiraber, nor 
]7X>n, and the other materiala, which 
she has hitherto procured at a low 
price from the North. If »he de- 
signs to follow up her system of 
Mockade, she will require an psta- 
Mishment double of what «he now 
Kas; and her cmiaing squadrons, 
always weak or ill supplied, will be, 
at length, beaten or forced to shun 
the conflict. The loss of 20 naval 
engagements will not compel France 
to abandon her system ; within her 
<^wn territory, or that of the allies, 
the will possess all the means of re- 
pairing her losses. If she gains a 
tingle battle, the maritime superiori- 
l^r of England will have vanished, 
and 60,000 mcQ, encamped at Bou* 
lugne, will make those lords of the 
ficean tremble to all eternity. 

la the enormous extent of the co- 
lonies of England, there is undoubt- 
edly something to flatter the pride 
of those who judge superficially of 
the force of a state. But this colos- 
sal power carries within itself the 
seeds of destruction. The colonial 
system received a violent shock by 
the separation of the United States 
of America. The revolt of St. Do- 
mingo gave the second example. 
The bloody intrigues of the English 
ministry in Spain, may lead to the 
independence of the Spanish colo- 
nies ; arnl this revolution, in which 
it absurdly seems to rejoice, advan- 
ces the epoch of that which must 
inevitably iftcct, in both hemispheres 
— the imiependence of colonies pow- 
erful 'enough to defend themselves, 
and rich enough to sub!>iht upon 
their own resources. 'J'hc English 
mi»i«'try, blinded by ambition, ha- 
tred and cupidity, has, long hefore- 
hand, bceu ]>reparing those calami- 



ties which will prove fatal to Eng^ 
land alone. The French empire, 
where the revenue, the expenditure, 
the pepulation, and the military es- 
tablishment, are so completely har- 
monized, requires, in reality, nothing 
but a free commerce, in order to 
avail herself of all the wealth of tha 
universe. Her industry, and the 
surplus of her territorial produce, 
will procure for her all the enjoy- 
ments of Asiatic luxury, at a ksa 
expence than the establishment of 
distant colonies. — England, on the 
contrary, cannot behold this revolu- 
tion without sinking into a power 
of the thh*d order. In vain wouki 
she prttend to engross the commerce 
of the whole world by the superiori* 
ty of her navy. This superiority, 
as wc have already observed, may 
be disputed with her. Besides^ she 
eagerly clings to the extent of bet 
colonial possessions, which she must 
defend, in the event of a general 
separation of the great colonies ^rom 
their mother-countries}, they will de- 
sire conrmercial independence after 
establishing political independence. 
England will then have to maintain^ 
in all parts of the world, that con- 
test which has l)cen protracted, for 
these last three years, with the Uni- 
ted States. The terms of the con- 
test may vary, but the substance 
will remain the same; and its inevi- 
table result must be the abolition 
of the odious laws which Great Bri- 
tain wishes to im|)ose upon the rest 
of the world. — Whilst this grand 
epoch is in train, a change, fatal 
to the interests of England, is ope* 
Ftiting in the commerce of Europe. 
The continental communications, of 
one state with another, are begin- 
ning to be carried on with more re- 
gularity; their industry is improv- 
ing : their agriculture makes remark- 
able progress. The impolitic war 
in which Tirrkey has bi*en involved, 
retards the epoch when new routes 
will be opened to European com* 
merce into the very hc^rt of As>a« 
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Bot whatrrer be the isswe of Ihh 
stni^e, Constantinople must be the 
nnpart of the continental system.—^ 
Great livers form a conveyance from 
the eictremities of Europe to the ve^ 
ry foot of its walls; a land-locked 
lea carries its vessels to the centre 
#f Asia; and against such advanta- 
^ the Er»oHsh navy will be abso- 
lately inefficient. Constantinople is 
the terror of tbef Brkish commerce. 
Hence the ministry has alwaysen- 
^voared to keep that power in ig- 
lonince of her means, or to make 
her misapply them. Btit the revdu" 
tioR which mtist occur in the com- 
merre of the world is approaching, 
find that revolution will red ace Eng- 
land to her proper .station, if some 
catastrophe do not precipitate her 
ruin in a more violent manner! 



INTBRKSTINO N>iRHATlVE OP 
M». B06ER O'CONNOR, 

[Sir F. Burdett having been much 
abused on account of kk intimacy with 
Mr, O^Connor, who has at the tame time 
been grossly viiijied in the public prints^ 
tiat gentleman has lately been induced 
to publish thefoUoccing narrative.] 

From a desire to make the people 
of Engrland acquainted with Ireland, 
of which th(y knmv worse than no** 
thing, roct ivnng as they do, all their 
accounts thron^h the medium of a 
description of persons, ih the con- 
stant habit of calumnijjtinj; that peo- 
ple ; and from a*wish to give the 
pcopl<» of Eni^land the means of for- 
ming a judgment between the go- 
ternment of Ireland (during the re- 
sidence there of Lords Camden and 
Cornwallis) and me, it cannot, es- 
pecially at this moment, be thought 
obstructive in me to lay before a 
jttst, but prejudiced public, a faith- 
ful narrative of those facts, which 
look place in my particuljvr case, com- 
mencing on th^" 27th of December, 
1796, and ending on the 8th of 
May, 1 803 ; a space of nearly seven 
years, during the whole of which 



time, a contuined fire of persectitwiA 
was kept up at me. Connor VilU^ 
the fonner place of my residcwoe, ii 
situated about 14 miles from Bantrf 
Bay, where 4 French fleet made its 
appparattce on lihe S3d of DecembcTi 
1796. T# oppose a landing df th^ 
troops on board this fleet, about 
5,000 of the Irish militia had adt. 
Tamred and occupied the villages 
about me. For the manner in wfaick 
my tenants, my friends, and myfx'lf 
treated these men, I refer to the pa« 
Beg5n*ics in the houses of parliament^ 
ih Eogland and Ireland at the time^ 
We cheered them in their distress; 
we administered to their wants of 
which they had no ordinary share* 
On the 27th of December aho«t 
9 o'clock at night, stich a hideous 
ni^ht ss my remembrance cannot 
paraikU I waH infbirmed that my 
porter's lodges were full of soMicrs^ 
in quest 6f quarters. I went to them* 
They were in a sad plight. I foun^ . 
them to foe two companteft of the 
Wexford militia, with seven or eight 
oflftcers. Day or night, rough or 
smooth, my countrymen were wei* 
come ^o me« — I had then a large 
house, well stored. I was in the 
midst of plenty ; full of happiness. 
I brought all the men to my iiou;ie« 
My mind has no register of the ttm« 
they remained with me, nor what I 
did for them. My tenants were \x?iy 
good to those with them. My fr'ronds^ 
(that was the whole country far and 
wide) opened their doors to this na- 
tive army; let them want for no- 
thing ; and evt-n when the terror of 
invasion had subsided, my tenants 
and myself presented the poor fel- 
lows with the billet money, to which 
we were en*tilled, to buy them shoes, 
and stockings, — ! did my utmost to 
make the situation of the oflicers as 
comfortable as possible ; and this I 
will say, that I received from all, 
more thanks than were ilue, and ex- 
perienced their gralitmle far exceed- 
ing the obligation. I learned after- 
wards, that these oflicers, (•^tran^ers 
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lepptofore to me^^ Bad been directed 
by some afptators, to my house, in 
the expectation of my not admitting 
fhem, which was the opinion also 
•f all the officers in that army. *I 
rfare say, such of them as live at 
this day, will acknowlodge that they 
fcceived a more hearty wekome at 
Connov-Ville, tha.n at the house of 
the most " loj/aT* man in Ireland ; 
that is the man that has the largest 
pension^ or most lucrati\'c sinecure, 
nr post in llie kingdom. Whilst 
this division of the army was in their 
cantoamtmts, in my neighbourhood, 
when the men loht their muskets, 
bayonets, and ammunition, which 
frequfnily happened, they came to 
ne; I had the things restored to 
ihem. The soldiers became attached 
to me. Loiig, indeed always, be- 
fore these events, I had b^n, an ob^ 
ject of great jealousy and liatred ; I 
bad ever bet n in the hal)it of com- 
mitting a crying sin in Ireland. I 
bad borne myself s© to all the peo- 
ple, il>at they were greatly attached 
to me. I had appointed arbitrators 
10 every parish, through an immensu 
district, who decider! all coi\trover- 
sies; the occupation of the petty- 
fogging lawyer was nearly gone ; I 
curbed tlie vice of drunkenness; I 
prevented ritits ; I did all the good 
I could. It will not, therefore, sur- 
prize any p<rson, in the least con-> 
versant with the character or com- 
plexion of the ruling factions in Ire- 
land, that I was an abomination to 
them ; and when to these vices, in 
their eyvs, the thanks of the poor 
soldiers were superadded, my crimes 
were not to be endured, and I be- 
came an object of suspicion and dis- 
trust. 

In this state of things (the French 
force having long left the coast) a 
young man from my neighbourhood 
had gone in the beginning of March 
to see some friends of his at Bantry, 
where he was arrested for adminis- 
tering the oath of Union. On being 
Questioned, he acknowledged^ tliat 



he had received Ti from my Steaard^ 
a lad not morc,thati 18 years of age« 
who was also arrested ; and both 
were conveyed to the prison of Cork, 
where every means were used to ex- 
tort confessions from them to impli* 
cate me. — ^They declared, however, 
that I was the last person to wboaa 
they would disclose any thing of the 
kind. — Their honesty aiid persistence 
in truth were called treason to their 
country, and attach noent to me ; and 
a council was called together in 
Dublin, at which it was determined, 
that / Via* very dangerous^ and a wai^ 
rant was issued to arrest me on «ia- 
picion^ the act of Habeas Corpus 
being, at the time, sufspended. — The 
secret, however,, was not well kcpt» 
I discovered the plot. I lay down 
in my own house the night on which 
I knew that an attempt was to be 
made to seize on me by a large de- 
tachment of horse (attended by lords, 
esquires, and generah, and their 
staff) ; and before* they had marched 
half a mile from their quarters, I 
was (at a distance of 1 2 miles) ap- 
prized of their having set out. They 
made their search for me, and a 
considerable dep6t of arms which 
they were informed were secreted in 
the lofts and cellars of my house : 
neither were there, and they march- 
ed back. The next day I wrote to 
the judge, who was then holding 
the assizes at Cork, saying, that, 
*' if he would give me assurance of a 
" TRIAL t^en, for any thiug that 
" could bealloged against me, I would 
" goto him, otherwi-ic that I would 
*• not surrender." As he was not 
authorized to give me the assurance 
I demand('d, and as I preferred the 
liberty of the common air, and the 
use of my own limbs, to unlimited 
imprisonment, I stood out, till the 
latter end of April, wheu finding my 
health somewhat hurt from the man- 
ner of my living, particularly from 
damp, I left home and came to Eng- 
land, on the 27th of April, where 
I remained till the middle of June, 
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when 1 roceived advice from homo, 
that several of my tenants, and others 
of the poor people to the amount of 
51, had been Hung into prison, and 
that two unhappy men had been in- 
duced to swear against them. The 
tame packet also contained a pro- 
damation, that had been issued by 
Lord Caaqy^n "on the IJtb of May 
befoce, infitiog every person to come 
in and surrrnder, and give security 
for the peace, on an OMSwance ^f be- 
tMg nofwH^qu^tionciL Very hap- 
py at the opportunity this procla- 
matioD afforded me, to deveiope the 
conspiracy against the people in pri- 
9(m, and to aid them in their de- 
fence, I returned to Ireland, surren- 
dered myself at Mallow to Lord Kin- 
sale and Sir James Cotton, on the 
faith of the proclamation ; perform- 
ed the terms required of me, which 
was to give bail to be lof the peace 
for seven years, of all which I ap- 
prised Lond Camden and hia secre- 
tar}', and Mr. Pelfaam, now Lord 
Chicheater, tho J Sth of June. From 
Mallow I went home on the 5th of 
July ; add, on the 14th was arrested 
by Brigadier-General Eyre Cootc, 
atlns.ca«ip» mhitker he had invited 
«ie. Befof« he detained roe, he look- 
ed ibr greater certainty, into his or- 
derly i^ok, and there found, as he 
nld, an' order dated the lat of July 
tnarfesl-inc. On his having done 
iOf be was at a losa what to do with 
net uid attended vae to Bandon, 
where I was to remain till he should 
^rfrom Dublin. 

On the third day of my stay in 
Bandon, 1 received a lotter from 
Mr. Pelham, dated in Dabli«i tho 
lamc^ay i was arrested at the camp 
near Bandon, 180 miles from town, 
saying, that Lord Camden wished 
much to see me in Dublin, and 
tltat, if I would comply, i might 
dq)fnd upon my person boing per- 
fectly safe from arrest; and that I 
sliould be permitted lo return home 
trorecdiately. This letter 1 conwnu- 



as government did not know of my 
arrest, at the time Mr. Pelham 
wrote*, he could not let me go till 
he received an answer from Dublin 
to his letter, apprizing the govern- 
ment of my being in custody. In » 
few days he received his order*?, 
which were to send a military officer 
16 attend me, and Captain Rftche 
and I set out for Dublin. — The 
Captain had a sword, and he had 
on his saih and gorget. There is a 
high hHl between Bandon and Cork ;' 
we alighted from our carriage; it is 
a place of rendezvous ; some 20 or 
30 carriers were assembled here; 
they had not seen me since my re- 
turn from Enc;1and. Captain Roch^ 
first saw his danger, his sword could 
not defend him, his sash and gorget 
could not protect him. 1 perceived 
the workings of his mind, a look of 
kindm^ss from me to him would save 
his iife; I superadded a word of es- 
teem. Captain Roche was not mo- 
lested. We arrived in Cork that 
evening, where we halted for the 
night. A man of the city got access 
to me* Cork is the place of my na- 
tivity, 1 have friends there ; would 
that every man could say the sanue 
where he is best known ! I disco- 
vered that it was intended to offer 
violence to Captain Roche, I pre- 
vented it. / took hm in tafcty to 
Dublin, On our way we called at 
the camp at Ardfinnan, where the 
Wexford militi.i lay. All the offi- 
cers ri»quested of Captain Roche to 
tell Lord Canulcn the services I ren- 
dered them, and the thanks they 
owed me. We arrived in Dublin, 
and saw Lord Chichester, who libe- 
rated me from arrest, and wrote to 
Mr. Coote that I was not to be mo* 
tested again. I returned home, and 
in the beginning of September, I 
went to the assizes of Cork for the 
purpose of defending my tenants 
against the conspiracy before men* 
tiortcd. I sent them all to their 
homes^ and prosecuted the witnesses. 



wcated to Mr. Coote, who said, that mho v^re bofh transpcnffedfot, perjury 
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to Botapy Bay. I now hoped to en- 
joy witb my family, that peace to 
which innocence has always a right 
to expect, I wa* cruelly deceived. 
An unMgned, unsworn-to paper, was 
sent tip to the grand jury, on the 
, 17th day of the assizes, when two 
of the judges hud left the county, 
and a biU of indictment was found 
agaioftt jn^ for kigk treoMon. On 
this paper I was arrested, and flung 
into a prison, where, in a dungeon 
mnt fett sguartf filthy heyond de- 
scription, I lay rotting for seven 
months, never having R*lt the in* 
iiuence of the sun, nor breathed on 
by the air, during the whole time ; 
at the end of which, I was comveyed 
from this dungeon to the court to go 
through ** a trial" upon charges of 
every species of treason and rebel* 
lion. Two witnesiet were brought 
up, under a strong military guard. 
They were sworn. What did they 
depose ? Tkai tkejf knew notUng of 
me; that one of these papery was 
written without the knowiedg^ of the 
witnesses; that, when it was read to 
him, he declared it t« be false, and 
refused to swear to it ; that he was 
offered 300L a year to swear to it, 
and threatened to be instantly shot 
if he persisted in a refusal, and he 
did persist ! The other witness swore, 
that what was called his iuforma* 
tion, was all written down without 
consulting him ; that when he re- 
fused to sign It, he w«s threatened 
to be hanged; and that, at length, 
he was prevailed on to put his name 
to it, on his receiving an assurance, 
that it never was to appear, and that 
it wa9 only a matter of form .--<•/ oat 
acquitted tnstantitf. All the people,aU 
the military expressed their joy ; the 
judge trembled ; he was seen stretch- 
ing out his imploring arms from the 
bench to me, in the dock, amongst 
lobbers and mufderers; he was heard 
to cry to me for mercy to protect 
him; and I did protect him: not a 
hair of bis head was touched. On 
my being releiued^ I did not return 



even to my house; I did not even 
take one day*s repose* No; my be* 
loved brother waa a prieoner al- 
Maidstone; he is one year younger 
than I am; we were reared and edu^ 
cated together; never one day or 
niglit apart for eighteen yean. The 
thought of him banithed^very ether 
idea from my mind; I set off to him 
that very night; arrived in London 
in four days, as quickly at I coold 
traveK i i^rote to the Duke of Port- 
land for permission to be admitted 
to my brother; I received his answer 
at five oarlock next morning, h§fmr 
King 9 m€uenger$ with a vsmnwti ta 
arrest me; and from my bed I was 
taken to the house of Mr; Sylvester, 
and that evening was I takcni off for 
Ireland • We landed about ten mikt 
from Dublin, at night; I saved Mr. 
Sylvester ttid the Bow Street constat 
ble, ipy companion, from a watery 
grave, and condocted them safe to 
Dublin, where we arrived at three 
o'clock in the morning. I now, for 
the first time since I left Londois, 
lay down, and had not been in my 
bed more than three botirs,Mrben Mr. 
Sylvester awaked me, to tell me, thnt 
another king^s messenger hnd, that 
moment, arrived from the Dftke of 
Portland to take me back inttwtkf to 
London. This was about 7 o'clock in 
the morning; about 12 Mr.Sylvestes 
informed me, that Mr. Cooke desired 
to see me at the castle^ Mark the inn^ 
stability of fortune.— Behold &Ctm* 
nor, brought by a constkble to have 
liberty of being admitted to the pre^ 
senccef Afr. Edward Cookel I did 
see him; the interview^ was not of 
long duration; the conversation was 
not of many words; hut it is impofw 
tant. I asked him the flM»aning of 
these proceedings; what post-lmste 
trpHson I had committed in the four 
days that I travelled from Cork to 
lK)ndon, above 400 miles. - Hear his 
ansi^er,'' fiPir do not pretend to have 
^ any charge against you ; bat we 
** know yoiur power, and suspect 
^' your inclination: had my advice 
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^ been taken, >-ou Bbould not have 
** been brought to trial in Cork* My 
^ opinion was, that yoo should have 
** been kept in Confinement under 
^ the suspension of the Habeas Cor- 
** pus Act, and it now appears I was 
'* right." Well, that aftenoon, about 
twd o'clock, I waa obliged to set otf 
back again towards London, where 
we arrived on the fourth momingt 
having been forced to perform jour- 
liies of nearly 1,200 miles, and cross 
the Irish sea three tiitacs in thirteen 
days and nights, during the whole 
of which time 1 never was permitted 
to take off my clothes, nor to lay 
downyhf mare than srven hours! I 
Waft kept in custody at the house of 
Mr. Sylvester till my brother's ac- 
quittal at Maidstone, when we were 
both taken to Dublin, where we 
Were lodged in the sftme prison room, 
the 2nd. of June, 1798. In July a 
special comtnission waft opened in 
Dublin, for the trial of those against 
whom any charges had been exhibi- 
ted; amongst whom neither my bro- 
ther nor I wertJ. Three had been 
executed. Mr. Byrne, a relation of 
the Marchioness of Buckingham, 
Was condemned, and was to be exe- 
cuted on the 24th of July. On 
Sunday, the 22d. some negociaiion 
was set on foot, in a way never yet 
ascertained, betweeti the government 
and some of the state prisoners in 
Dublin, of which it appears that 
neither my brother nor I bad any in- 
timation till Tuesday, when Mr. 
Dobbs and the sheriff of Dublin en- 
tered our apartment, arid shewed us 
a paper, purporting to be an acqui- 
esence, on the part of seventy-three 
of the priKoners, to give infoimation^ 
of any arms, ammunition, and plans 
of warfare; and to emigrate, on con- 
ditio'n of a general amnesty, and of 
pardon for Mr. Byrne, who was to 
die that day, and for Mr. Oliver 
Bond, who was, at that moment, on 
bis trial, ^ he should be condemned. 
My brother and 1 declined entering 



into any agreement. Mr. Byrne was 
ordered for instant execution, which 
instantly took place; Mr.Bond was to 
die on the Friday. We heard no more 
of the paper, till Thursday evening 
late; when the same Mr. Dobbs^ 
accompanied by Mr. Satnuel Nel- 
son, one of the prisoners from ano^ 
ther of the prisons, came to that 
where my brother and I lay. All 
the prisoners were called togcltieri 
Mr. Dobbsi produced a letter he had 
just received from Mr. Cooke, sta- 
ting, " that If my brother and t 
" would enter into a treaty with the 
** government, by which we should 
" engage to give every information 
" in our power of all matters relating 
•* to the rebellion, and particularly 
"our relations with foreign states^ 
" there should be a generalamnesty, 
" Mr. Bond should be pardoned, and 
** we should be permitted to emigrate 
" to any country not at war with 
^ England; but that, if we persisted 
" in our refusal, military commis- 
'* sions should be issued in the north 
** for the trial of the prisoners there, 
" the courts should proceed in Dub' 
" /tn, and the yeomanry should re- 
" main on active duty r We both 
refused. We said, j^' Mere Toere any 
charges against us, proceed upon 
them. Why proceed against others, 
because we will not enter into any 
ncgociation } We went to our own 
room, whither Mr. Dobbs presently 
came. He represented to us the 
dreadful scenes of slaughter and de- 
vastation that would follow close 
upon our declaration.' It appears, 
that my brother was influenced by 
these considerations, and to save an 
unarmed people, he consented to sa- 
cri6ce himself; but I heard these 
such proposals and threats with a 
▼cry different car. My answer was, 
that I set at defiance all their mqchi- 
nations; that I was ready to meet 
any charge that could be brought a- 
gainst me ; but that I never would 
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enter into any agreement with the 
castle of Dublin during my life. 

Nothing now was left unattcmpt- 
ed to induce me, by very fair pro- 
misesy or to intimidate roe by the 
most alarming threats, to sign this 
iigreement All were vMroailing, At 
length Mr. Marsdeh came, as if se- 
cretly and 01 a friend, to let roe 
know what, btf chance, he had heard 
at the castle. That it was determin- 
ed to seize viy estate, if I did not 
comply. — My answer was, that I 
was prepared for every thing; That 
1 was absolute never to comply,"^ 
In consequence of which, •rders 
were dispatched to the officer com- 
manding at Bandon, to send de- 
tachments of horse and foot to take 
possession of my house, which ihey 
did, to the amount of between C and 
300 men : they ejrpelltd four of my 
infant children, and my servants, the 
officers broke open my cellars, drank 
f ordered the men 
nd oxen, on which 
Libsisted; thcycon- 
tes into shoes fqr 
y made firing of 
md frames of the 
i; burned all my 
destroyed my gar- 
ill trees, the hot- 
',and all the plants'; 
rses out into young 
h were all ruined; 
g moveable; and 
committed every species of devasta- 
tion for eight or nine weeks that 
they remained there; for which I 
never received one penny as remune- 
^tion, from that day to lliis. After 
this visitation, it was agai^n demand- 
ed of me to sign the paper. My an- 
swer was always the same. Still was 
I kept a prisoner; and when those 
who had entered into the agreement 
were sent to Scotland, I was forced 
by Justice Atkin^n and a company 
of Buckinghamshire militia, at the 
\cry point of the bayonet, into a 
coach, conveyed on board a tender, 
^d conducted to Fort George, in 



which military garrison I was kepi 
Jor a year and ten months, where by 
the lenient treatment I received, I 
lost the use of my limbs, and was 
reduced to the very verge of life; at 
the end of which liracl was brought 
to London, and let oo on the !24th 
of January, 1801, upon a dreadful 
recognizance to some immense a- 
moiint, not to return to Ireland, and 
to reside in such part of England as 
the King of England should, from 
time to time, ap|>oint (and Middle- 
sex was named) during the then war, 
I took a house at Southgate in Mid- 
dlesex, where I resided for half a 
year; but having no land there, I 
looked out for a place with land, te 
occupy my time. 1 found one to 
suit me at Elstree. As I was a stran« 
ger and as the rent amounted to 
5601. a year, I applied to my old 
friend and companion Sir Francis 
Burdett, who immediately became 
my security. There I liycd for one 
year, when, the treaty of Amiens 
taking place, I was desirous of re- 
turning to my own. country, and ap- 
plied to Sir Richard Ford, \hq ma- 
gistrate, before whom I acknow- 
ledged the ^recognizance, to get it 
up. In tain. After many fiuitless 
efforts, he, at length, informed me, 
that it was determined never to give 
it up, as long as I retained thepoicer 
of living in the sottth of Ireland, I 
judged it better to part with Connor 
Vilie than be shut out from my 
country. I got a licekse to go to 
Ireland, and, on tl^e 1st of May, 
1803, Iktfl hose for ever of the 
place of my earliest days. Where- 
upon, I got up my recognizance 
immediately. I purchased, for forty 
thousand pounds, from Lord IVcUes- 
ly, the castle and estate of Dungan, 
within a few miles of Dublin, where 
I liave resided with my family ever 
since, coming over occasionally tp 
visit Sir Francis Burdett and a few 
other friends in England, where, 
though I hare estaitSy 1 have never 
been known, directly, or indirectly, 
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to interfere in any concern? of the 
country. I never attended a public 
mueting or a public dinner; though 
I have many friends ; 1 seldom asso- 
ciate with any one but Sir Francis 
Burdctt and his family. — My for«» 
tune is ample; and, neither I nor 
any one of my family, ever cat one 
morsel that was net produced from ' 
0tsr arm estates. We never received 
any of the people's money, in the 
shape of pensions and places, nor 
tvas any roan's meal or comforts 
ercr diroinis^hed by one of us. Sure* 
ly, then, 1 must be a most disloyal 
Traitor/ In fine, many, very many, 
of the people of Ireland love mo; the 
militia was attached to me. I sur- 
irndored on the solemn faith of a 
proclamation, which faith, towards 
roe^ was broken; I protected Capt. 
Roche; I defended the judge; I 
saved Mr. Sylvester and the Bow 
Street constable. There is no kind 
of place that has not been my prison; 
my own bouse, camps, guard-houses, 
taverns and hotels; castles, wherries, 
packet-boats, messenger's houses, 
courts houses, bridewells, state pri* 
sons (as they are called,) tenders, 
garrisons, palaces ; and, as a prison- 
er, have I been travelled about from 
my own house in the south to Car- 
rickfergus in the north of Ireland; 
from the western extremity of Wales, 
to Maidstone, nearly, the eastern ex- 
tremity of England; from Dublin to 
Fort George in Scotland ; within for- 
ty miles of John ©'Grot's house, to 
l^ndon. In mail coaches, in hack« 
ney coaches, post carriages, and 
carts; on foot and on horseback. — 
And all because (for I know no o- 
ther cause) that, ten years before 
the French Revolution, I saw the 
absolute necessity of a Reform in the 
Commofis 4n Ireland^ which was ac- 
knowledged afterwards by the fac- 
tions of England and Ireland; and 
becaute I would not consent to a le- 
gislative union, which I regarded 
as equally ruinous ;o both parts of 
the kingdo|n. 



On the whole, then, let the peo*' 
pie of England, itoxo thai tkty are vi 
possession of their sober senses^ decidq 
bet ween, my accusers and me: whe- 
ther the l^ws were infringed by Hje« 
who have gone through every ordeai^ 
who have always courted investiga- 
tion and inquiry; wbo^ for years 

VEVBR CRASGD TO DEMAND TRIAL^' 

or by TiTEM, who sought the protec- 
tion of a BILL OF INDEMNITY, pass- 
ed by an assembly of which they* 
themselves made a part« 



ON TUB LAW OF LIBBL, 

[From Drakard's Stamford Neu>s.] 

A very candid and temperate writea 
on paJitics, after remarking, that, at the 
Revolution of 1688, all restraints upon, 
the press were taken off^ goes on to say, 
" The value of this great coocessioii 
** cannot be too highly appreciated ; aqd 
** it has contributed, perhaps more pow* 
" etfully than any other characteristic 
" of the British constitution^ to giveper^ 
** manency to that independence (^ 
" thought, and freedom of action, which 
*^ it is tbe frreat object of our laws to se- 
" cure." — Pursuing his observations oo, 
this subject, he affirms, that ♦* it is ia-» 
«* deed to the FREEDOM of the PRESS, 
** and the general difl*nsiou of liberal 
*' sentiments of goverunnent throughout 
" the nation, that, in my opinion, is du^ 
" the security of the people, in the pre 
" sent state of the Bi^itish constitution. 
'' I trust not to the complicated system 
" of checks and preventatives, whicli is 
'* introduced among our constituted au- 
" thorities for the preservation of our, 
** independence* They arc beautiful vi 
" theory^ but too easily eluded inpract 
" tice. They reciuire that all men in au- 
" thority should have enough of publjo 
"spirit to endeavour to do, their duty; 

" — WUtr.E EXPERIENCE HAS SUEWJT 
** THAT MTN IN AUTUOftlTY ARB PECU- 
" LIARLY LIABLE TO BE CORRUPTElJ.'* 

In a bul/scquenc part of his work we 
meet with the following paragraph;— 
" There is* one branch of the loyaj pre- 
" rogative, against which no acknuw« 
** ledged check has yei been pro\ irled ; 
*' and it is a source of authority which, 
** I believe, at the present day, is more 
" hi^^^l^ prized hy the adherents of 
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H tbt trmm than all the reH. This it 
** tb« patronage wkkh th€ King et^yi 
** aver the principal officere qf the king' 
^ dom i a patronage which, in conse* 
^ auence of the growth of oar national 
** debt, and the extension of oar militarr 
*' force, has incfeaaed, and is increasing.^ 
Hs adds, ** gainst this, I own, I knam 
*^ of mo titUqutUe mfegiuard, i; it be nd 
*\ found in the wpeafto themuhiie mindt 
^ which « FREE PRESS readilj fur- 
** nisbes. — If we cannot expose state de- 
•^ lioqiients in the pillory or the stocks, 
^.we con, ot any rate^ hold them up to 
^wom in the reeorde of the timee: we 
** may thus conTince (liem that they are 
^ unable to sin with abtolute impunitv ; 
** and tbut, when they barter their inde- 
*' pendence for prefiument, they must 
^ along with it give up their good name f^ 
We must all curdfialty agree with the 
abov6 respectable writer in the import 
Ctnce which he attaches to a/ree press, 
•**4Mit some of us will besitate a moment 
before we admit that the British people 
«t present enjoy all the advantages, 
which be fairly deduces from it. We 
tannotf he says, expose state delinquents 
in the pillory or the stocks, but we can 
bold tnern up to scorn in the records of 
Ae times. We are afraid Lord Ellen- 
borongh, should we ever have the mis- 
fortune to appear at the bar of his court, 
would tell us another story ; — and that, 
for holding op these state delinquents to 
acorn, in the records of the times, we 
would ourselves be in imminent peril of 
being exposed in the pillory or the stocks. 
The late trials and convictions of politi- 
cal writers give much interest to this 
subject, and induce os to offer a few 
remarks on it. It is a rather delicate 
matter to meddle with the opinions of 
the judges, but we^ hope that what is 
sreir meant will be well taken. It is 
chiefly the ense of John Gale Jones that 
has urged us to the following obSeri'a- 
tions : the article for which Mr. Cobbett 
was convicted, and sentenced to a severe 
punishment, was unduubtedly written in 
▼ery unguarded, and, we wdl add, im* 
proper language. It consists entirely of 
declaroetion, and can scarcely be con- 
strued to have any n>ennbg but that the 
Cambridgeshire militia are contemptible 
fellows because they did not resisL the 
Crermnn legion by force of arms, and 
that the people of Ely are disgraced for 
the same reas(<n. This surely sues much 
beyond the limits of sober discussion, 
^either ure Hr. Cobbett*» defence, and 



bis subseqntQt eoodoct^ at aU cAkulatcd 
to do awny any ii^urioai impretsioii 
made by his j^nblicatioii. )le nts evi- 
dently, when It cane hotioe to bis feel- 
ings, flinched from the dancer, which 
he has been encouraging others to en- 
counter; and if it be true,* as by his si- 
lence it would appear to be, that be hat 
pflSered to buy mercy from tha men, 
whom in his writings be has aflfected to 
treat with supreme contempt, we mosi 
partly transfer that sentiment to himself. 
In the action brought by Lord Castle- 
reagh n^nst Mr. ^nes and Mr. Fin- 
nerty, for libelling lus character, it wai 
wished by one of the dcfendantii, to 
bring witnesses to the truth of the mat* 
ters alleged bv them against iiis lordship* 
But this Lord Ellenborougb would not 
hear of. If the xvriting were calumnious, 
said the chief justice, its truth would 
not acquit the writer. Dr. JohnsoQ 
says that calumny is n false ch<irge ; but 
thmgs would indeed be come to a sad 
pass, and we might well tremble fbr so- 
cial order, if the court of ^ing^s Bench 
was bound to abide by the common 
meaning of words. — " Nothing," sajrs 
Lord Slenboruugh, ** can be more li- 
^ bellous than to impute to a man in a 
*' high public ofice, a er^iss abuse of hia 
^ ptmlic functmns." Not a word is said 
in way of exception, in case this man in 
a bigD public office had really been 
guilty of a gross abuse of his public func- 
tions. *No, the imputing of such a thing 
was libellous, whether true or false !— 
We, of course, must not urge a syllable 
against the legality and propriety of 
this doctrine; we shall, however, pre- 
sently compare it with another expo* 
sition of tlie law of libel, proceeding 
from the same respectable source. In 
tlie mean time it will occur to every 
reader, that it is absolutely nonsense to 
talk about '^ holding up state delinquents 
** to scorn in the records of the umes ; 
— or about ^ convincing them that they 
** are unable to sin with absolute itnpu* 
" nityJ* We have na right to impute 
to any man — not even to the worst of 
the scoundrels that have used the King*s 
favour to thp injury of his people— an 
abuse of lus public functions. We darck 
not ** hold them up to scora, in the re* 
" cords of the timej^,'' unless we ara 
williog to be accommodated with lodg- 
ings iu Newgate. Yet, for all thb, we 
have ixj'ree press ; and a lord chief jus- 
tice, who assures us, that '^ he is, in his 
** statioO| as much a friead to diacas< 
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** stOQy US any iMin irbo ever sat in bit 
" place." 

if w« rtvert to^ the history of late 
yeiuv, k will appear, that the law of 
lilMfl baa been more onsettled in theory, 
fid consequently more varying in prac« 
-Cice^ than miy other principle of our ju- 
nsfmidetic^ Bor reasons, whicb we 
pretend not to explain, the right of the 
pohlic to discuss tne measures and con- 
duct of their senrTints, h^ not always 
met with the countenance and support 
of the j udges. Althoni^h none have been 
so hardy as to deny that it existed, it 
has more than once been attempted to 
fetter it with resdrictions, which would 
render its existence of no effect. Lord 
Blaosfield, when lord chief justice, de- 
livered from his official seat an explana- 
tioa of the law of libel, which an act of 
of parliament has since declared to be 
errojieoiis and illegal; and, by acting 
on this unjust doctrine, many mnocent 
men were consigned, fbr years together, 
to loathsome prisons, fined in excessive 
sums, tlieir hopes blasted, (Uid their 
health .destroyed. This most atiocioas 
circumstance should always be borne in 
mind : it proves that a lord chief justice 
IS not necessarify infalUble; and that 
hit decbions, however peremptory the 
language in which they are delivered, 
should be received by an honest and 
conscientious jury, with much cautious 
reserve ; fbr jurymen are bound by their 
oaths to find a verdict according to law 
and justice, and not, as many of them 
fbohshly think, in strict conformity to 
the charge from the bench. Chief jus- 
tice Mansfield was a roan high in office, 
and he abused tlie functions of his office 
by illegally limiting the province of a 
jury, — ^in effect, depriving the subject of 
the benefit of a trial by jury. By this 
meaoa be perverted justice, and changed 
it into oppression : he became the in- 
strument of punishing men who might 
be inoocent, or, at least, who were not 
found guilty bv their peers. It would 
certainly have been doing a great publio 
beoefit to have exposed Uiis, — but then, 
as Lord EUenborough says, '* it is libel* 
^ hm$ to impute to a man, hif^h in office, 
'^ a gross abuse of his public functions/^ 
Had any presumptuous newspaper, in 
the days of Chief Justice Mansfield, 
dared to represent that iudge^s charge 
to the jury, in cases of libel, as illegal 
and improper, — what would have beea 
the consequence? The Sir Vicary of 
ibc day would have lodged his ioformur 



tion against editor, proprietor, printer^ 
and publisher. These unfortonate me* 
would have been dragged before the 
court ; heard Mr. Attorney Genertfl de- 
scribe them as instigated by the devil^ 
and actuated by villanous motives; 
heard their production stigniatiied, in 
the style of legal amplification, as l| 
wicked, false, base, scandalous, and ma» 
licious hbel, tending to bring into disre« 
pute the administration of public justice^ 
Dy reflecting on the character of a chi^ 
judge. Encomiums would have been hi* 
rished on his lordship, to his face, in a 
manner nS disinterested as delicilte: and| 
finally, his brethren on the bench wonld 
have delivered a false statement ofthelavf 
to a timid jury, w^o would have bronghl 
in a verdict, consigning their fbllow^ 
crentures to a jail, for one, two, or thre« 
years.— Such, tn this land of liberty^ 
might have been the fate of men, who 
wrote one year what an art of parlia- 
ment declared in the next ! This is an 
awful consideration, when we reflect 
that what has happened once may hap* 
pen again. 

Let us, for the sake of distinctne9% 
before we proceed, see liow far we have 
already got. We have shewn that s 
chief justice did oiic^ mistate the law to 
juries. Lord EUenborough is hhnselfof 
this opinion ; ibr, on a late trial fbr li- 
bel, he took occamin to say, that no act 
of parliament was necessary to cofvvHica 
him that a jury ptmened the right whicb 
Lord Mansifieid denied them ; and that 
he viewed the act in question only as a 
declaratory one-^not intended to make 
an alteration in the law, but to vhidrcate 
it from a/o/se ctmstruction. This shews 
the truth of our former observatton, that 
the law of hbel, as explained in the 
courts, is far from settled; for here arr 
two chief justices at issue on it; and a 
man might be acquitterl if tried before 
one, who would inevitably go to priton 
if judged by the other! It also seems 
established, by what we have stated, 
that it would have been libellous, or, as 
it is called, caiumnifmSj to have said, 
while Lord Mansfield was chief justice 
that he did not lay down the law aright; 
but that, being consistent with frvfA, it 
may noa?, since he is dead, be said with 
great justice and pn)priety! This it 
very clear and consistent : we must not 
accuse a man in a high public office of 
misconduct when he is present to defend 
himself, and when, bj^ so doing, a stop 
might be p^t tahia tnisch'ievoiss-carrer; 
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iMift M lOon M bt it below groond, ttod 
IwitdopeiiUche barm in his power, we 
■My ihen expose him in hit true coknirsl 
Having chut s^n that lord chief jus* 
licea diHer amonf theroselvet relative to 
the law of Hbel^ let us now turn to a 
adll more important view uf the subject 
^the law as explained by our present 
lord chief justice. Lord Ellenborough. 
In the case of John Gale Jones, we have 
already quoted his sentimenu; — ^namely 
that to assert of a minister that he had 
ebused his public fanotions, was libel- 
lous, aUhougb it might be consistent 
with fact and truth. This doctriue we 
also find laid <|own, and in more geoeral 
tei[ms» as an exposition of the law, in a 
Ibruier charge of his lordship's to a jurv. 
We quote from the printed report. ** By 
** the law of England, titere is do impu- 
** nity to ANY person, publishing any 
^ thing, that is injurious to the feelings 
^ and happiness of an individual.'* — ^A- 
gain — ^ A publication is illegal if it tend 
*< to the prejudice of amy individual.'' 
Again — ^* No man has a right to render 
^ the person or abilities of another ridi« 
" culous." All this is candid and intcl* 
t{gble: and the libtrty of tlie press ii 
plainly defined by ii. Lord Elleobo- 
rough states as law, that any publica- 
tion» tending to injure the feelings and 
iiappmess of any individual, or to ren- 
der his abilitiei ridiculous, is a libel! 
This his lordship stated in 1804: — in 
1808 came on the trial of an action 
brought by Sir John Carr, knight, against 
Messrs* Hood and Sharp, booksellers, 
lor publishing a singular work called 
«' J\iy PQcket Boote* written for the sole 
purpose of holding Sir John^.his person 
and his abilities^ up to ridicule. Most 
completely, too, did it answer its end ; 
jfor it rendered the knight a coromoR 
Inughing-stocky and injured the sale 
of bis works. Ue, presuming, doubt* 
Icsih on the doctrine laid down by Lord 
Ellenborough, brought his action in 
consequence, and confidently expectt'd 
a verdict in bis favour. The trial took 
jplacein the Court of King's Bench, be- 
fore his lordship. The following is quo- 
ted from the printed repcM-t of his charge 
to the jury on the occasion. *^ We roust 
" ready not cramp observations upon 
" authors and their works. They should 
^' be liable to «rpettire, to criUcism, 
^ and EVEif TO ridicule \\\ if their 
" works be ridiculous; otherwise the first 
*' who writes a book on a subject will 
^ claim a monopoly of tenfiunent and 



*^ opiniaa upen it. You ma9t neveriAiew 
^ the absurdity of it, although it be ab^ 
** 9urd -that is you never can do ft with 
** effect. Tail would tend to rmt 
** PBEPETUITY 09 ERaoB."— In conse- 
qoence of this charge the jury gave ■ 
verdict ft>r the delendaiHs.^-Ask is ma^ 
terial not to be confused on such a sub- 
ject, let us ukc the charge of 1804 and 
join it with that of ia08.--<< No man has 
*^ right to render the person^ or MlUies 
^ of another ridiculous; asid we must 
*^ really not cramp observations upon 
'' authors and their works ; they shonhl 
^' be liable to exposure^ to criticism^ and 
^ even to ridicule." Upon a Kttle 
consideration, this may perhaps appear 
Terr intelligible and consistent: it is 
highly important, particularly to news- 
paper ana periodiod writers, that they 
should have clear instructions from our 
legal authorities as to what is and whnt 
is not libellous; for they write with an 
awful responsibility hanging over their 
heads. Whether 9uch instructions are 
furnished by Lord Ellenl)orough*s sepa- 
rate charges, taken in connection, we 
shall leave the reader to determine. 

In his charge, Lord Elleoborough 
went further into the argument of the' 
thing ; shewing that an author embodied 
himself in his work ; that to wrTte down 
a ^oi^book was to do a great service te 
the public ; that unless a right to expose 
such books existed, bad systems of phi- 
losophy, and " bad systems of govern- 
" menf* could not be written down.— 
This is noble and forcible reasoning, and 
does honour to the mind from whence i€ 
proceeded ; but why is it confined to 
authors? Is there any law for this? Is 
not a wicked minister as fair an object 
for censure and ridicule as a stupid au- 
ihor f Is it doing a greater service to 
the public to write down a dull book, 
than to write down a ruinous system of 
policy? If it be lawful to expose an au« 
thor as far as he is embodied m his %vork, . 
why is it libellous to expose a statesman, 
as embodied in his public functions?— 
These are questions dictated by com- 
mon sense, and it is not tending a man 
to prison that will answer them. If we 
may legally hold up to the detestation of 
all good men, an unprmcipled author, 
who inculcates base maxims, why may 
we not direct general execration on 
the praAijpite public servant, who uses 
his authority to serve the most guilty of 
purposes; or to corrupt the lord chief 
justice^ wfao afapU pemt the law of ^ 
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lind?— It never can, for a moment, be 
maintained, that, if merely on the score 
of public utility, a scribbler, bke Sir 
John Cair, shall have his reputation and 
iaterests sacrificed, great state delin- 
quents ought to be kept sacred from 
animadversion ; — that when actiti;; con- 
trary to every principle of duty, they 
thoaid be protecte •', while offenders 
whose crimes are virtues in comparison, 
are held out as fair objects of attack. — 
Lord El/enbarough may speak only of 
bad autliors and contemptible books, 
bat the law says nothing particular a- 
bfuu these. There is not one argument 
tised by the present chief justice m the 
caseofCarr versus the booksellers, but 
will apply much more forcibly to the 
ease of a wicked minister, than that of 
a trumpery author. It remains for Lord 
EllenWoiigb to explain why the latter 
may be written down, by means of ridi- 
cule or censure, as the case may de- 
lerve, while the former must be held in- 
violable, and to impute guilt to him, 
however deservedly, is punished with 
the greareilt severity. We cannot ac- 
cept this distinction between authors 
and statesmen on his lordship's ipse 
iixit; — if the law points out no such dis- 
tinction, and if every reason alleged for 
delivering up writers to criticism, urges, 
wiib-tenfolci »orce, th^ propriety of sub- 
mitting the measures of the government 
to the same test, why should we be de- 
barred from the more necessary and im- 
portant privilege. We are told that au- 
thors may be tegally exposed to ridicule 
or censure, if their works be ridiculous 
or censurable, because " it is doing a 
"great public service to write such 
** works down." There is no particular 
law for authois more than for their 
neighbours; — does it not then follow 
that we may expose to contempt or de- 
testation any man, who shall embody 
Himself in a pnblic measure, if thatmea- 
wpement either; — and that it is for the 
interest of the public to make such ex- 
posm-e? 
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EitrtKt frma a Biographical Note 
amccrning Gen. Bemadotte^ late 
Prince of Panfe Corvo, and now 
Crown Prince of Sweden. 
lolin Beptistc Beroadottewai born 
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on the 26lh of January, 1763, at 
Pau, in Bcarn, in the department of 
the Lower Pyrcnnecs. His father 
was a lawyer. He enlisted when he 
was 15 years old, embarked sr)on af- 
ter in the squadron commanded by 
M. de Suffrein, and was present at 
the battle of Caudelore, in the East 
Indies. On his return to France, be 
rose {gradually in the service. The 
revolution contributed to his ad- 
vancement. On a trying occasion 
he rendered signal service to his, co- 
lonel- the Marquis de AmbtTf. Jfi 
the army of the North he revenged 
the death of his friend Gen. Goguet. 
He fought in the array of the Ar- 
dennes in 1794, at Montigni-le-tig- 
neux under the Command of generals 
Marceau and Kleber, when he was 
appointed general of brigade. After 
the battle of FWurus, he obtained 
the rank of general of division. At 
the siege of Maestricbt, the reduc- 
tion of the fort of Wick was .confided 
to him. — After the passage of the 
Rhin(^, in 1795, by the army of the 
Sombre and Aleuse, Bernadotte was 
employed in blockading Mayence 
on the Casscl side. He was after- 
wards sent with his division to the 
Hunsdruck. In 1796 his divisioa 
distinguised itself very much in twice 
crossing the Rhine. The second 
passaf^e, which was effected opposite 
the village of Bcndorf, created gene- 
ral astonishment; it will serve as a 
perpetual proof of the superiority of 
aa enterprising man over an adver- 
sary rendered negligent by too much 
confidence. 

Bernadotte was opposed to the 
Archduke Charles at Neumark, at 
Teinengen, and at Eberacb. His 
diyision sustained very great loss at 
Wurtzburgh. He was not himself pre- 
sent, on account of illness, at this un- 
fortunate battle, thedisastcrs of which 
were increased by the dissentions 
that prevailed among the generals-. 

Bonaparte having required rein- 
forcements, General Bc>rnadotte re- 
ceived orders, in January 1797, to 
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proceed to Italy, whrrc lie arrived 
about the middle of March. He was 
engaged in the battle of the Taglia- 
inciito. After taking Gradbcay he 
advanced upon Vienna. Upon the 
signing of the preliminaries of beo> 
ben, he occupied the Frioui with an 
armj of 30,000 infantry and 5,000 
cavalry. 

' Peace having been signed at 
Campo Fonnio, he was appointed 
ambassador to Vienna. He proceed- 
ed upon this new mission in April, 
1798. — After having been exposed 
to. great dangers, he was under the 
necessity of quitting the Austrian 
capital; he returned to France, and 
was ordered to blockade Philipsburg. 
His summons to the commander of 
that fortress is well known. 

in 1799 Bemadotte was appointed 
minister of war. He was dismissed 
by the directory, under the pretext 
that he had sent in his resignation^ 
though the fact was never officially 
made known: Bernadotte should 
have contradicted this. On the 18th 
of Drumaire he ri*fusod to assist 
Bonaparte. The hopes of his party 
being entirely destroyed by the events 
of that day, he privately withdrew 
with his wife from Paris, and se- 
creted himself at Chateau-fray6, a 
country house belonging to General 
Sarrazin, four leagues from thai 
city. Upon the assurances given to 
Bernadotte by Gen. Sarrazin, that 
Bonaparte forgot every thing that had 
passed, and jvas desirous of his friend^ 
ship, he returned io Paris. In March 
i800, he was appointed commander 
in chief of the army of the West, 
and he established his head-quarters 
at Rennes. In 1801, it was in con- 
templation to send him out to Loui- 
siana, with the authority of captain- 
general. In 1S02, it was intended 
to appoint him ambassador to the 
UnitedvStafes. He passed the year 
4803 at Paris, without any employ- 
ment. In 1804 he was appointed 
commander -in chief of the army of 
/lAnovcf% • He was present at the 



battle of Austerlitz, that of Jena, 
and the campaign against the Rus- 
sians in Poland. He commanded 
the French army in Denmark, when 
the Marquis Rom ana succeeded in 
embarking his troops, and returned 
to Spain to defend bis country. Du- 
ring the campaign of I8O9, General 
Bemadotte served with the Saxon 
troops. He commanded at Antwerp 
when the expeditiou to Walcheren 
took place. He was fortunate enough 
to be elected Crown Prince of Swe- 
den, at a moment that he was at 
Paris without any employment. 

Bernadotte married Mademoiselle 
Clary, the daughter of a rapect&ble 
merchant at Marseillies, by whom 
be has an only son. 



A COtRTIBR'S CONFB8SION. 

[From Whiston*$ Menmirt.] 

The maxims of a court are againit 
the maxims of Christianity ; the max- 
im of a court is this, that you must 
always say and do as the first minia* 
ter would have you ; the maxim of 
Christianity is this, that you must 
always say and do according to your 
own j udgment and conscience. After 
my friend, Lord Stakhope, had been 
sometime a courtier, I freely asked 

him, WHETHER HE HAD BEEN ABLH 
TO KEEP HIS INTEGRITT AT COURT? 

To whiah he made me no reply, 
whence I concluded he had not been 
able to do it. For he would never 
tell me a lie. Which opinion is but 
too certainly confirmed by another 
passage, which I had from the best 
authority. It was this : Lord Stan* 
hope was once m company, but lean< 
ing on his arm, in a musing posture, 
seemi'd to take no notice of them. 
At last he started up, and, in a kind 
of «gony, said, fVell, I am norw SU' 
tisficdy that a man cannot set his foot 
over the threshold of u cotirt^ but he 
must be as great a rogue as ever v)as 
hanged at Tybum! And though auch 
a saying may seem sufKciently ex- 
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travagant, yet have f seen so few, or 
rather none at all, cither of the cler- 
gy or laity, men or women, made 
better by a court and its preferments, 
and so great a number utterly ruined 
thereby, as is very melancholy for a 
good man to think of. It puti me 
in mind of what that excellent 
preacher and liver Bishop Fleet- 
wood, as I have been informed, said 
upon the like occasion. This good 
bishop once came to the house of 



Lords a little too early, and over- 
heard certain persons debating this 
question, whether a courtier could 
be a christian or not ? And when, 
at length, the company perceived he 
was there, they would needs have 
bts opinion, he repliid, he was no 
coi^rtier, nor would determine that 
question; but he acknowledged, that 
he had learned so much from their 
discourse, that it was not very fit 
for a good christian to go to court.^ 



Resolutions, Petitions, Remonstrances, &o. on the 

Liberty of the Subject and Paeuamentary 

Reform, 1810. 



LONDON COMMON HALL. 
Re$ol%tUnu of the Common Hall ofLon- 

doHf held on Monday^ May 21, 1810. 

Resolved — l. That the rejection by 
the house of Commons of our late hum- 
ble address, petition and remonstrance, 
gppears to iih a violation of our consti- 
tutional and indisputable right to state 
oar comphiints and grievances, and to 
call for relief and redress. 

2. Thai tuck rejection is an additional 
proof of the sham^ul inadequacy of the 
representation of the people in the Com* 
nans house of parliament , and more for- 
cihly demojistrates the necessity of a spec" 
dy and substantial reform in that hon, 
house. 

3. ITiat we have viewed with mi\ed 
sentiments of indignation, concern, and 
pity, the address of certain persons, sty- 
ling themselves, ** An adjourned Meet- 
ing of Lirerymen, held at the London 
Tavern, the 4th of May,** inasmuch as 
the statements contained in that ad- , 
dress, impoting to the great body of 
their fellow citizens in Common Hall 
legally assembled, motives and designs 
•* to vilify and degrade the legislature," 
to alienate the affections of the people 
from the government ; to " produce con- 
tempt and distrust of the house of Com* 
motts;^ to " introduce anarchy ;'' and 
to " subvert the constitution,** are false 
assertions, originating with individuals 
who derive influence and emolument from 
the heavy burdens of the people, ' 

4. Tlmt amoncst the names of those 
•fixed to the address appear the signa- 



tures of contractors, of commissioners 
and collectors of taxes, of placemen and 
place hunters, with a lon^ list of their 
agents and clerks, of their dependents, 
emissaries, and minions. 

5. That it is undeniable, that power, 
influence, threats, andj delusions have 
been employed to prevail upon many to 
concur in the said address. 

6. That whilst we disclaim any impu- 
tation against the motive of several, who 
by gross misrepresentations, by arts of 
the basest kind, or by downright inti- 
midation, have been induced, and com- 
pelled to lend their signatures to the 
said Address ; it is to ns a source of 
high consolation, that the Address car- 
ries within it its own refutation, consist- 
ing only of allegations unsubstantiated, 
and of calumnies which those who have 
propagated them, must know to be 
groundless. 

7. That the said Address appears to 
have for its real object the excitemrnt 
of civil dibscntton, the increase ofptihlic 
aboses, and the further and fuller pnrti- 
cipBtion in the wages of corrupiion by 
many of those who have signed it, .ind 
who, taking advantage of the prcseuc 
unhappycontest between arbirmrv pri- 
vilege and constitutional frefidom, hnvc 
endeavoured to confuse and corrupt the 
public mind for the support and con- 
tinnance in place of n corrupt, weak, 
and wicked administration. 

♦ Whistoh's Life, vol. i. p. %(iO. 
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8. Retolvedunaniraously — That in the 
years 1679 and 1680, underthe iofatnoui 
government of Charles II, the city of 
London and other parts of the country 
petitioned the king for tl)e redress of 
grievances and the sittmg of parliament. 
— That various counter petitions were 
presented to his Majesty, expressive of 
their abhorrence of the said petitioning 
as tumultous and seditious, and en- 
croaching on the royal prerogative. — 
That on the 21st of October, 1680, the 
parliament met, and its first acts were 
to expel abhoners, and to pass a vote 
** that it is, and ever hath been, the 
** undoubted eight of the subject to pe- 
" tition the king for the calling of par- 
" liamcnts, and redressing grievances; 
** that to traduce such petitioning as a 
" violation of duty, and to represent it 
•* to his Majesty as tumultuous and sedi- 
" tious, is to betray the liberty of the 
•' subject, and contribute »to the design 
" of subverlinp ibe ancient legal consti- 
** tution of the kingdom, and they ap- 
** pointed a committee to enquire after 
"all those who had offended against 
" these rights, and accordingly, expelled 
« several of its members, and* petitioned 
" his Majesty to remove others from 
" places of trust." — That on tlie 29th of 
October, 1680, the Commons voted — 
" That Sir F. VViihins, by promoting and 
" presenting to his Majesty an address, 
•* expressing an abhorrence to petition 
** his Miijesty for the calling and sitting 
" of parliament, hath betrayed the un- 
'* doubted rights ot' the subjects of Eng- 
•* land, and that the said Sir F. Withins 
" be expelled the house lor this high 
"crime." — That fur (he exercise of the 
undoubted right of petitioning, the city 
Charters were Seized by a Quo War- 
ranto, and it was argued for the city, 
by Sir George Treby, their recorder— 
** That the constitution and the law of 
*' the land had ^iven to the subject the 
" right of petitioning, and of access to 
" the supreme governor, to represent 
*' to him their grievances, and to pray 
'' a redress of them, and that the same 
** law gave them also a right to slate 
'* in their petitions those facts and rea- 
" sons which caused their grievances, 
** provided those facts were true ; and 

* further, that as there was one part of 
'* the constitution which gave the king 

* power to prorogue, so there was ano- 
** ther part of the constitution that gave 
'* the subject an original right to petition 
•* for redress of grievances, and that. 



*' therefore, to punish a man fpr shew- 
*' ing in his petition, those grievances 
" which he desires to be redressed, and 
** the causes of them, was the same thing 
'* as to deny him the rig^ht of petitioning^ 
" and that such denial would infer op- 
'' pfession and the most abject slavery ; 
** for when subjects are mis-used and 
" grieved, and are denied the liberty to 
" complain, and pray the king to redress 
" those grievances, or shall be punished 
" fur petitioning against them, they 
" must necessarily be abject slaves." 

9. That these arguments having been 
over-ruled by venal judges — Judgment 
was obtained against the city — the ab- 
horrers for a time triumphed ; the libera 
ties of the people, with the right of pe- 
titioning, was subverted ; and the suc- 
ceeding monarch, in consequence there- 
of, driven from his throne ana domi- 
nions. — At the revolution of 1688, in 
the Bill of Rights, <* the undoubted right 
" of the subject to petition, was among 
** other things claimed, demanded, and 
" insisted upon." — ^This right, has been 
of late again invaded; the people op- 
pressed with unprecedented grievances 
and calamities, have been denied access 
to the Sovereign — ^Their petitions have 
been rejected by the house of Commons, 
and their gretvances remain unheard 
and unredressed. — The exploded doc- 
trine of passive obedience has been re- 
vived in all its extravagance, and a new 
race of abhorrers have sprung up, who, 
like the abhorrers in the days of Charles 
II. by the foulest calumnies, by vibfying 
and traducing the petitions of the peo- 
ple, are (in the emphatic language of 
the then house of Commons) ** betraying 
" the liberties of the subject, and con- 
** tribal ing to the design of subverting 
" the antient leu.il constitution of the 
" kingdom." — Tliat as the corrupt par^ 
ticipators in public abuse, under the 
mask of loyalty, subverted the liberties 
of the kingdom, and involved James II. 
in ruin, so the corrupt and unprincipled 
ministers of the present day* under the 
same loyal pretence, would involve the 
country and Sovereign in similar diflicul- 
ties if suffered to persist — it iberelore 
becomes the imperious duty of every 
real friend to the country, to resist their 
mischievous designs, by recurring to the 
genuine principles of the constitution, 
and by using every legal means for ob- 
taining a full, fair, and free representa- 
tion of the people in parliament. 
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10. That inupambly attached to our 
glorious constitution^ we admire, vene- 
rate^ and will support and defend our 
King, our Lords, and our Commons, in 
their respective and collect tve capacities, 
with all their juit^ prerogatives, rights, 
and privileges ; but we can never consent 
to grant separately to King, Lords, or 
Commons, a power contraty to, and 
above, the luws of the land, which are 
and must continue to be the results of 
their collective wisdom and authority. 

11. Thai notwithstanding the rejec- 
tion of our late petition, we still feel it 
our duty to give to the house of Com- 
mons eyery opportunity of heariiig and 
redressing the grievances of the people, 
and that an humhle address, petition, 
and remonstrance, he presented to that 
honourable house. 

13. Tbdt the said petition be fairly 
transcribed, and signed by the Lotd 
Mayor, the Aldermen, and 10 Livery- 
meo, and presented to the house of Com- 
mons by H. C. Combe, Esq. one of their 
representatives. 

13. That the thanks of this Common 
Uall be given- to the Right Hon. Lord 
Erskine, Sir S. Romilly, kut. M. P. and 
S. Whitbread, Esq. M. P. for their able, 
constitutional, and independent conduct 
on all occasions, particularly for the 
stand they have lately made in favour 
of the dominion of the law against ar- 
bitrary discretifDn and uudeiiued privi- 
lege. 

14. That tlie thanks of this Hall be 
given to H. C. Combe, Esq. aldennan, 
and one of the representatives of this 
city in parliament, for bis support in the 
house of Commons of the right of the 
livery to petition the hduse, and fur his 
general conduct in the house. 

15. That the thanks of this Hall be 

S'ven to the Right ilonourable the Lord 
[ayor, for his readiness in calling this 
HaU, and for his independent and ho- 
nourable conduct in discharging the du- 
ties of his othce. 

16. That the thanks of this Hall he 
given to Matthew Wood, Esq. one of 
the sberilTs of this citVy for the indepen- 
dent manner in which he has always 
dischaiged the duties of his otfice. 

WOODTUORPE. 



FARRINGDON WITHOUT. 

At a numerous Meeting of the Freemen 

Householders of' the Ward of' Farring- 

don mthout, Mr. Deputy Brewer 

in the Chair, the following Resolutions 



were, with the exception of the Wth, 

against which one hand only was held 

up, unanimously agreed to» 

Resolved 1st. That in the 29th chap- 
ter of Magna Charta it is declared, 
*' That no freeman shall be taken or im- 
" prisoned, or be disseized of his freehold 
** or liberties, or free customs, or be 
*' outlawed or exiltd, or any otherwise 
'* destroyed ; nor will we not pass upon 
** him nor ooudemn him, but by lawful 
"judgment of his peers, or by the law 
''of the land." 

^. That the committal of Mr. John 
Gale Jones and Sir Francis Burdett to 
prison, during pleasure, by the order of 
the bon. the house of commons, for sup- 
posed libels, appears to this ward meet- 
ing an unreasonable and illegal assump- 
tion in their own cause, of the accumu- 
lated othces and power«f accuser, juror^ 
judge, aiMl executioner. 

3. That the late utsumptwn of unde- 
fined privilege by the honourable the 
house of' commons, will, in effect, abolisfs 
that bulwark of our liberties, trial by 

jury; will supersede the Habeas Corpus 
act ; and will annul the Bill of Rights, 
and the wholesome provisions of Magna 
Charta. 

4. That the exercise of illegal power 
naturally engenders violence, riot, com- 
motion, and ultimately revolution ; that 
the introduction of the standing army to 
enforce the arbitrary warrant of the 
Speaker ol the house of commons, has 
already produced the most deplorable 
calamities : our sacred charters have been 
violated; the blood of peaceable passen^ 
gers has been spilled, and our fellow ci- 
tisejis murdered tu our streets ; and this ^ 
ward meeting entertain a fervent hope, 
that any future attempts to introduce 
arbitrai'y power, tu excite violence and 
riot, and to goad I he people into resis- 
tance and commotion, iimy, by the 
steady, firm, anif wise conduct of our • 
countrymen, be foiled, 

5. That tliis ward meeting trembles 
for the cont>t^uences probable up»m this 
cuntlict between tht people and the pri- 
vileges of the house of commons ; and 
they aver it to be their opiuion, that this 
unnatural slruiigle is a certain evidence 
of the little influence the people possess 
in that hon. house. That they believe 
the representation of the people in par- 
liament is unequal, dehcient, and now 
manifestly inadequate to the sccuniy of 
the subject ; that it Appears uncontra- 
dicted upon their journals, that seats '^^ 
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tbe lion, the house of eonmons are no- 
toriously sold and bartered ; that a mo' 
jorilif in that Hon, bmut may he at ail 
timet, writh perfect faeihty, procured and 
purchased, hy any teS of ministers ; with 
the ready means of places, petaions^ sine- 
cures, patronage, and jobs; as onfy 154 
powerfiil individuals, peers and others, 
return 307 members for England and 
Wales; and the representation qfScot^ 
land and Ireland is equally corrupt : that 
by means of the majorities thus obtained, 
public defaulters have not only been CJ^• 
atlpated, but suffered to enjoy the fruits 
if their nefarious conduct, and retain 
their seats in that hon, house ! 

6. That this ward meeting declares its 
entire approbation of the conduct, reso- 
lutions, and petition of the lirery of 
I^ndon, in their last common hall ; that 
this meeting avails itself of this first op- 
portunity to eipress its abhorrence of 
the sedittons attempts of a band of con* 
tractors and renal jobbers, to decrv all 
public spirit ; and to induce the timid 
and the weak to joiti in libeUons decla- 
rations against tlietr fellow dttzensy aud> 
the venerable magistracy of our ci^. 

7. That for these accumulated evils 
and calamities, one only remedy offsri 
itself; namely, a full, fair, and free re-< 
preseniation of the people in parliament. 

8. That this ward meeting do hereby 
instruct tlieir representatives in common 
council to promote and support in that 
court all legal measures wnatever that 
may be^proposed to procure the libera- 
tion of bir Francis Burdett and John 
Gale Jones ; and for that necessary and 
indbpensible object, a radical reform in 
the commons house of parliameot. 

9. That the thanks of this meeting are 
due to Sir Francis Burdett, for his manly 
and constitutional resistance to oppres- 
sion, and for his learned and legal nrgu- 
meut in favour of the unalienable rights 
of the people. 

10. That the lute conduct of Sir C. 
Price has proved him unworthy of the 
conjidettcctfthe Inhabitants of this ward; 
that it has stamped his character with 
fneanness and duplicity^ or with the 
^ossest ignorance of his duty and of the 
laws and at%lomi of this dty ; with 
uieanness and duplicity for havin«; nr- 
teniptec*, by a frivolous and contempti- 
ble suhicrhi^e, to shift from his own 
shoulders tlie disp;race and rtsponsihility 
or* refusing the meeting, and attempting 
to sittnch the odium up*>n our worthy 
«qd much esietmed chief magbtrate; 



or of the grossest ignorance in making 
application to tlie Lm-tl Mavor for aa- 
thorit^ with which every aldermafi is 
notoriously invested. 

11. That the thanks of this ward 
meeting are particularly due to the 
churchwardens of tliib parish, St. Brides 
for their kindness in acceding, at so 
sliort a notice, to the request of the in- 
habitants to hold the meeting in this 
church, as well as to the churcnwardens 
of other parishes, who have declared 
tlieir readiness to comply with » similar 
requisition. 

RicR^mD Bftswim. 

19. That the thanks of this ,ward 
meeting are also due to Richard Brewer, 
Esq. deputy of this^ard, for his manly, 
candid, ana polite conduct this day in 
the chair, as well as for his uniform sup* 
port of the rights of tbe jpeople during 
the long series of years he nan represent* 
ed this ward in common council. 

Samuel Thoupiov* 



PORTSOKEN WARD. 
At a Meeting of the Freemen House* 
holders of this Ward, held May 15, 
1810, at the Crown and Maggys Ta- 
vern, Aldgatef to itutruct their Ccm» 
man C<mncilmen to support a Petition 
Jrom that Cmtrt to the Commons House 
of Parliament, far the nUase ff Mr. 
bale Jones, &r F. Burdett, Bart, 
and a Radical Brform in the House of 
Commons: — (Sir James Shaw havings 
refused to comply with a Requisition 
fur the same,) — Thomas Paeker^ 
J5*y. in the Chair ;— 
Resolved, That the Inhabitants of this 
vrard are firmly attached to the consti* 
tution of this realm as by law establish- 
ed, which constitution provides, ^ That 
no man ^f what state or condition be 
be, shall be put out of land or tenement, 
nor taken, nor imprisoned, nor disinhe* 
rited, nor put to death, without being 
brought to answer by due process of law.'^ 
That this meeting are impressed with 
the deepest sense oi alarm at the pro- 
ceedings of the housp of commons, in 
departing from tht: Gieat Charter of the 
land, by the assumed privilege of tbeir 
house, in committing to prison Mr. Gale 
Jones (untried by his peers) for a sup* 
posed libel. In breaking into and for* 
cirg from his house by the aid of a stand- 
ing anny. Sir IVuncis Burdett, Bart, 
M. P. and confming him in the Tower, 
for alleged libels on themselves, and 
thereby becoQiing at once legislature. 
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jarors, accuser, judge, and executioner 
in their own cause, without any appeal 
tolaw, and thereby attempting to change 
the law of Eogiand, which cannot be 
changed. 

That this meetine are fully persuaded, 
that from the useless waste of bloody 
and expenditure of our treasure in a ru- 
inous war, without any specific object ; 
«nd the alarming height of corruption 
to which the house of commons have 
arrired by the prostitution of our liberty, 
leaves us without hope that any gooil 
can be expected but by a full, com- 
plete, and radical reform in parliament. 
That the common council ut this ward 
are hereby instructed to support every 
motion brought forward in their court, 
which has for its object the liberation of 
Mr. Gale Jones and Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, Bart, and that most necessary 
measure, a reform in the commons house 
of parliament. 

That the thanks of this meeting be 
Bven to Sir Frandii Burdett, Bart, for 
his upright and constitutional conduct in 
parliament on all occasions, but more 
especially for the manly struggle he is 
now maintaining against assumed and 
undefined privileges. • 

That a deputation of eight gentUroen, 
with four of our common ooundl, do 
wait opon Sir Frands Bordett, to pre- 
sent tliis resolution. 

That the thanks of tbb meeting be 
given to four of our representatives in 
the common council, Deputv Atkinson, 
B. Colebatch, J. Hoppe, and R. Carter, 
Bsqrs. for their upright conduct in the 
common council, and for their polite at- 
tendance at this meeting. 

Thomas Parker, Chairroam 



CASTLE BAYNARD WARD. 
At an adjourned Meeting of the Alder- 
men, Deputy Common Councilmen, 
and Freemen Householdert, of the 
above Ward, holden at the Church of 
the United PariihaofSt. Mary Mag- 
dalen and St, Gregory, in Old lUh- 
street, on Tuesday, the fi^d of May, 
1810, punuant to a Keguisition made 
for that purpose, Joshua Jonathan 
SM1T0, Etq, Alderman J in the Chair i 



""The folhafing Resolutions rtere se- 

parateiy moved, seconded, and carried^ 

viz. 

Resolved, That warmly attaclied to 
the genuine pi indoles oJT our constitu- 
tion, as established at the^^rious Re« 
volution b> kin^, lords, ^nd commons^ 
we have seen with deei^ concern those 
corruptions, abuses, and pt^culnlions, 
which have to lon^ and so shamefully 
been suffered to exist, the want of du# 
and efficient inquiry into the calamitont 
fiulures and misfortunes which have at- 
tended our various milicary expeditions; 
also the corrupt traffick for seats in the 
house of commons, and the power late- 
ly assumed of imprisoning our feUosr 
subjects without due process of law. 

Resolved unanimously. That it is b#» 
come the imperious duty of every true 
friend to the real and genuine principles 
of the constitution of the country, to use 
every constitutional means to obtain re- 
dress of those great national grievances, 
and a reform in the representation of 
the pifople in parliameut, by which 
meant tne house of commons may be 
restored to its true dSjguity and indepca- 
dence» 

Resolved, That this meeting do he|«- 
by instruct their representatives in com- 
mon council, to promote and support 
all such motions or petitions in the com- 
mon council, as may have fur their ob- 
ject the redress of their public gnevantet 
and a reform in the commons liouse of 
parliament. 

Resolved unanimously, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to Jo- 
shua Jonathan Smith, Esq. alderman of 
this ward, for his readiness in convening 
this meeting, and for his upright conduct 
as a magistrate on all occasions. 

Resolved, Tliat the Thanks of this 
meeting be given to Messrs. J. Griffiths^ 
R. Slade, R. Howell, T. Farrance, J. 
Treacher, J. Uurcombe, P. Pen ton, and 
J. £. Pownall, for their independent and 
able conduct as representatives of this 
ward in common council, and the atten> 
tion ihey have fit all times shewn to the 
interest and the instructions of their 
constituents. 

GfiOAOE ABHtwsMiTB, Ward Clerk. 
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MOCLAMATION FOR ASSEM- 
BLIN6 THB CORTEZ. 

Cadiz, July 12, 1810. 
Citizens of Cadiz; — Your wishes 
are now to be accomplished wfth 
those of all Spain. Your sacred 
fights, forgotten and nearly lost, will 
be 9 estored by the Cortes to be conve^ 
ned in the following month I You 
an* about lo exercise the solemn 
.function of legislators, of which you 
have been deprived by tyranny, 
•falsely called legitimate and sove- 
ivigii authorit3^ With difficulty we 
have arrested the sword of power, 
which has caused the evils that we 
deplore, to return your just claim 
to have independent representatives 
mbo shall watch over your happi- 
ness. The oppressor of human na- 
tare would not have advanced so far 
in his attempts at universal despo- 
tism, jf the nations under his iron 
rway had known h»w to maintain the 
dignky of men and citizens, which 
knowledge constitutes the vigour and 
strength of the empire. History, citi' 
zens, has taught us by more than one 
example how much Spain has been 
indebted to that heroic fortitude, 
whch, in our Cortes, has made kings 
themselves amenable for the abuse of 
their power.' Remember that princes 
have sometimes treated you as if 
they had no duties, and you no 
rights, and as if the uttering of your 
complaints were a crime agaifist the 
state. — Commence then your duties 
in Spain, which is as fiee to 3'ou as 
it T<ra8 to your ancestors. For this 
purpose employ the right of suffrage, 
which you enjoy by nature arid by 
the constitution of your country ; 
and let not seduction surprise you 
in the very asylum of your liberty, 
dictating to you the selection which 
ought to be the unbiassed exercise of 
your will and pleasure. Favour^ 



friendship, rank and properly give no 
title, and it is not by mat possessing 
these that the country is to be saved I 
Patriotism, talent, merit proved by 
experience, these it is that should 
claim your attention. lie who soli« 
cits your vote, and employs artifices 
to attract public approbati<m, esti- 
mates ar a low rate the independence 
of a generous people, and ought to 
be marked by you as a suspicious 
character. True patriotism posses- 
ses too much genuine modesty to be 
the hero of its own story; and would 
rather convince you by deeds than 
by words that it deserves your confi- 
dence. — Neither ought you to forgot 
that you are responsible toyojur chil- 
dren and posterity for the faithful 
discharge of your duty on this occa* 
sion. Since the re-establishment of 
the monarchy you are perhaps the 
only Spaniards who have enjoyed so 
fair an opportunity to give perma- 
nence and solidity to civil institu- 
tions. If, after two years of uncer- 
tainty and vacillation, when you 
have been so often brought to the 
edge of the precipice, you do not }'et 
discover the origin of your calami- 
ties to consist in the imperfect repre- 
sentation of the national will, what 
will be the consequence ? The go- 
vernment and all good citizens will 
lament your culpable blindness, and 
they will have at least the negative 
consolation of knowing that history 
v/ill point out you as the destroyers 
of your family, and the assassins of 
your country. 

You cannot now justify yourselves, 
as at the commcncenent of the revo- 
lution, by the consternation into 
which the enemy threw the country, 
so that having no means of chusing 
and examining, you were givew up 
to clamorous pretenders, who avail- 
ed themselves of the confusion to 
domineer over you ; nor can you 
vindicate yourselves by professing 
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that you arc thedupes of intrigue, as 
the painful experience of two years 
has taught you how to detect and de- 
spise it You arc now enabled to 
exercise calm reflection, and to over- 
cone those influences which design- 
ing men would dispcase to deceive 
you. — Recollect, that according as 
you act rightly or wrongly, you es- 
tablish the honour or fix the dis- 
grace of Spain; every thing depends 
upon the integrity of the members of 
the august assembly,, which is so- 
lemnly to declare the immutable 
principles, of justice, and to conse- 
crate before tyrants the hallowed 
rights of nations! 

This Supreme Junta earnestly 
hopes, that cotpsidering the impor- 
tance of the business entrusted to 
you, and rigttlly observing the rules 
prescribed to you for the election, 
you will prevent any corrupt inter- 
ference, and you will pneservc in 
your recollection, that if you are un- 
faithful, you will do all in your 
power to promote the eternal dis- 
grace of your posterity. 

By order of the Superior Junta, 
Louis de Gargollo, Sec. 
Cadiz, June, 8, 1810. 

IMPORTANT DOCUMENT 

XBLATIVB to SPANISH SOUTH 

AMBRICa. 

BRIOADIEB-CfNEAAL LAYARD. 

Downing-Streetp June 89, 1810. 

Sib — ^Your dispatch, with its inclo- 
tures, has been received and laid bffore 
the King. 

I am commanded by his Majesty to 
express his approbation of ymtr conduct 
in sending your aid-de-camp, Captain 
Kelly, to this country, ivith the intelli- 
gence of Che events which have recently 
occurred in the province of Venezoela. 

1 think it of the utmost importance 
that Captain Kelly should return with 
as little delay as possible to Cnracoa, 
and that you should be apprised of the 
line ttf conduct which, under the circura- 
ftaocM stated yonr letter, it is his Ma* 
Jjest^s pleasure that you should pursue 
mliitoaine. 

The g^at object which his Majesty 
aas bad ui view from the first moment 
VOL. via. 



when intelligence wasj^ceived in chit 
country of the glorious resistance of the 
Spanish nation, against the tyranny and 
usurpation of France, was to assist by 
every means in 'his power this great eih 
fort of a brave, loyal, and high spirited 
people, and to secure, if possible, /At 
independence rfthe Spanish monarchic im 
all parti gf the world. 

As long as the Spanish nation perse- 
vere in their resistance to their invaders^ 
and as any reasonable hope can be en- 
tertained of ultimate success to their 
cause in Spain, his Majesty feels it to 
be his duty, according to every obli^U' 
tion of justice and good faith, ti> discou" 
ra^e anu proceeding which may have the 
effect of separating the Spanish provin'- 
ces in America from the parent state in ■ 
Europe; the integrity of the Spanish 
monarchy upon principles of justice and 
true policy, being not less the object of 
his Majesty than of all loyal and patriotic 
Spaniards. 

If, however, contrary lo his ^lajesi/s 
most anxious wishes, and as he still con- 
tinues to think, well founded expecta- 
tions, the Spanish dominions in Europe 
shall be doomed to submit to the yoke 
of the cjmmon enemy, either in conse- 
quence of actual force, or of any com- 
promise which may leave to them only 
the semblance ofindependence, an event 
which his Majesty, relying on the tried 
energy and patriotism of the Sp^inish 
people, can in no degree consider as 
probable, his Majesty ^^ill feel himself 
bound by the same principles which 
have influenced his conduct for the last 
two years in the cause of the Spanish 
nation, to afford every assistance to the 
provinces in America, which may ren- 
der them independent of French Spain, 
may afford a place of refuge to those 
Spaniards, who, in disdaining to submit 
to their oppressors, may look to Ameri- 
ca as to their natural assylum, and may 
preserve the remains of the monarchy 
for their unforcnnate Sovereign, if It 
shall ever he his lot, under such cirrum- 
^ances, to recover his liberty : his Ma- 
jesty in thus explicitly declaring the mo- 
lives and principles of his conduct, dis- 
claims every view of territory or acqui- 
sition for himself. 

His Majesty observes with satisfac- 
tion from the papers which have been 
transmitted to him, that the pmct-edings 
in the Caraccas appear in a great mea- 
sure to have originaU»d in a belief, that 
in consequence of th«.^4>rogress of th 
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P|[ench armies In the South of Spain, 
and the dissoiutinn of the supreme jun- 
ta, the cause of the parent state had 
become desperate. He trusts, therefore, 
that as soon as the actual state of things 
shall have been correctly known in that 
quarter, the general acknowledgment 
throughout Spain of the regency, and 
the unremitted exertions of the Spa- 
niards in defence of their country under 
that authority, the inhabitants of the 
Caraccas will be induced to return to 
their connection with Spain as an integ- 
ral part of the Spanish monarchy. 

His TVTajesty is led more particularly 
to entertain this expectation, from the 
consideration that the regency now es- 
, tablished at Cadiz appears to have 
adopted the same wise and generous 
principles, with respect to the provm- 
ces in America, as were previously adop- 
ted by the supreme junta, in estublish- 
ing the connection between every part 
of the Spanish monarchy, upon the most 
liberal footing, in regarding the Ameri- 
can provinces as integral parts of the 
empire, and in admitting them in con- 
sequence to a place in the Cortez of the 
kingdom. 

His Majesty feels confident that the 
same generous and enlightened pdIicv 
which has dictated these measures, wifl 
induce the government of Spain to re- 
gulate the intercourse of the American 
provinces with other parts of the world, 
upon such a basis as will contribute to 
their growing prosperity, and at the same 
time augment all the advantages which 
the parent state may justly expect to 
derive from them. 

Hislyiajesty trusts that this exposition 
of his sentiments will enable you, with- 
"out difficulty, to regulate your conduct 
in any intercourse you may find it ne- 
cessary to have with ihe contiguous Spa- 
nish provinces in South America; and 
as his Majesty has directed that a copy 
of this letter should be communicated 
to the government of Spain, he can have 
no objection to your making any use 
of the avowal of the^e his s«ntiments 
which circumstances may appear to you 
tti require. 



PORTUGAL. 



pkoclamat;on. 
Lord Viscount WeUington, Marshal 
Ceneraly SfC. ^c. — ^The time which has 
Hapsed during which the enemy has 



remained on the frontiers of Portugal, 
must have proved to the Portuguese nar 
tion what they hav« to expect from the 
French. The inhabitants of some viJ* 
lages have remained in thenoi, confiding 
in the promises of the enemy, and hoping 
that, by becoming the enemies of their 
country, they might conciliate and mol- 
lify them, and inspire them with hu- 
mane searimeots; that their property 
woald be respected, their females pre^ 
. served from brutal violation, and tueir 
lives secured. 

Vain hope ! the inhabitants of those 
submissive places have suffered all the 
evils which a cruel enemy could inflict ; 
their property has been plundered, their 
habitations burned, then- vromen atro- 
ciously violated, and those whose age 
and sex did not provoke the brutal vio- 
lence of the soldiers, have fallen vie* 
tims to the imprudent confidence whieb 
* they placed in promises made only to 
be broken. 

The Portuguese mast now see that im 
other means remain to avoid the evils 
with which they are threatened, bat a 
determined and vigorous resistance, aad 
a firm resolution to obstruct as much 
as possible the advance of the enemy 
into the interior "of the kingdom, by re- 
movi.ng out of his reach all such things 
as may contribute to his subsistence or 
facilitate his progress. This is the only 
and most certain means to prevent the 
evils with wbichthecountry is threatened. 

The army under my command will 
protect as large a portion of the country 
as is possible ; but it is obvious that tbe ' 
people aione can deliver themselves by 
a vigor9us resistance^ and preserve their 
goods by removing them out of the 
reach of the enemy. 

The duties that bind me to his royal 
highness the prince llej^ent of Portugal 
and to the Por^ugueSe nation, oblige 
me to make nse^of th^ f^wer and an* 
thority with which I am famished, at)d 
compel the careless and indolent to 
make the necessary efforts to preserve 
themselves from the dangers which 
threaten them, and to save (heir country. 

In conformity with this 1 make known 
and declare, that all magistrates and 
persons in authority, who shall remain 
in the villages or towns, after having 
received orders from the military officers 
to remove from them, — and all persons, 
of whatevtT class they may be, who 
shall maintain the least commuuieation 
with, or aid aod assist in any inaaa^r, 
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the enemy, thall be coosidered «s traitors 
to t hastate, and tried and punished as 
such an enormous crime requires. 

Wellington. 
Head-quarters, Aug. 4. 

TREATY 

OF FRIENDSHIP AND ALLTANCB 

BBTWBBN HIS BRITANNIC 

MAJESTY AND HIS ROYAL 

HIGHNESS THE PRINCE REGENT 

OF PORTUGAL. 

ttOHBD AT RIO RE JAUEIRO TBE 19TU 

OP FEBRUARY, 1810. 

Publiihed by Authority. 

Ih the Name of the Most Holy and 
Undivided Trinity. 

Uis Majesty the King of the United 
Kindoni of Great Britain and Ireland^ 
and bis Ko^^al Uighness the Prince lie- 
gent of Portugal, bemg impressed with 
a sense of the advantage which the two 
crowns have derived from the perfect 
harmony and friendship which have sub- 
sisted between chem during four centu- 
ries, in a manner eouaiiy honourable to 
the good faith, moderation^ and justice 
of both parties, and recognising; die im- 
portant and huppy eftects which their 
mutual alliance has produced at the pre- 
sent crisis, durini^ whicli his royal high- 
ness the Prince llegent of Portugal (firm- 
ly attached to tlie cause of Great Bri- 
tain, as well-by his own principles as by 
the example of his august ancestors,) has 
continually received from his Britannic 
Majest} the most generous and disinte- 
rested support and succour, both in 
Portugal and in his other dominions, 
have determined, for the benefit of their 
respective states and subjects to form a 
solemn treaty of friendship and alliance ; 
for which purpose his Mnjesty the King 
o^the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
aitd Ireland^ and his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, have 
, named for their respective Commissioners 
aad Plenipotentiaries, to wit, his Bri- 
tannic Majesty', the most Illustrious and 
most Excellent Lord Percy Clinton Sid- 
ney, Lord Viscount and Baron of Strang- 
ford, one of his Majest^*s most Honour- 
able Privy Council, Knight of th^ Mili- 
tary Order of the Bath, Grand Cross of 
the Portogoese Order of the Tower and 
Sword, and his Majesty's Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
St the Court of Portugal ; and his Royal 
liighacss the Prince Regent, the most 



mustrioas and most Excellent Lord Don 
Rodrigo de Souza Couttinbo, Count of 
Linhares, Lord of Payalvo, Commander 
of the Order of Christ, Grand Cross of 
the Order of Saint Bento, and of the 
Order of the Tower and Sword, one of 
his Royal Highness's Council of State, 
and his Principal Secretary of State for 
the departments of Foreign Affair* 
and War; who, afiei having duly ex- 
changed their respective full powers, 
have agreed upon the following articles* 
Article 1. There shall be a perpetual^ 
firm, and unalterable firiend ship, defen- 
sive alliance, and strict and inviolable 
union, between his Majesty the King of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland^ hb heirs and successors* 
on the one part, and his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent oi Portugal, his heiis 
and successors, on the other part; as 
also between and amongst iheir respec- 
tive kingdoms, dominions, pronuces, 
countries, and subjects, so that the high 
cdntracting parties shall constantly eni- 
ploy as well their utmost attention a^ 
all those means which Almighty Provi- 
dence has put in their i>ower, for pre- 
serving the public tranquillity and secu- 
rity, for maintaining their common in- 
terests, aud hr their mutual defence and 
guarantee against every hostile attack, 
the whole in conformity to the treaties 
already subsisting between the high cuu- 
tractmg parties; the stipulations of 
which, so far as the points of alliance 
and friendship are concerned, shall re- 
main in entire force and vigour, and shall 
be deemed to be renewed by the present 
treaty in their fullest interpretation and 
extent. 

2. In consequence of the engagement 
contracted by the preceding article, the 
two high contracting parties shall always 
act in concert for the mjiinoenance of 
peace and tranquillity, and in case that 
eithei of them should* be threatenefl with 
a hostile attack by any power whatever, 
the other shall employ iits most earnest 
and effectual good offices, either for 
preventing hosnlities, or for procuring 
just and complete satisfaction to the in- 
jured party. 

3. In conformity with this declara- 
tion, his Britannic Majesty agrees to r^ 
new and confirm, and does hereby re- 
new and confirm, to his Roynl Highnesjj 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, the en-% 
gagement contained in the sixth article 
of the convention signed by their respec- 
tive Plenipoteniiaries iu^^A^ndon^L on the 
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twenty-second day of October, ISO?, 
which article is hereunto subjoined, with 
the omission only of the words " pre' 
viously to hU departure for Brazil,^ 
which wonls immediately followed the 
words ** which his Royal Highneu may 
UtahHsh in Portugal^ 

** The seat of ihe Portuguese monar- 
^'chy being established in Brazil, hk 
<< Britannic MajeBtt/ pr4mi$es in hit own 
** namty and in that of his heirt andiuC' 
** ceuorsy never to acknowledge a* King 
** (f Portugal, Any prince other than the 
** hUr and iegitithate repreieniative of 
^ the royal koute of Braganxa ; and his 
^ Majesty also engages to renew and 
** roaintani with the regency (which hiii 
^ royal highness may establish in Poitu- 
^ gal,) the relations of friendship which 
^ have so long united the crowns of Great 
« Britain and Portugal." 

And the two high contracting parties 
do also renew and confiniftne addi- 
tional articles relating to the island of 
Madeira, signed fc Ix>ndon on the 16th 
day of March, 1808, and engage faith- 
fblly to execute such of them as remaia 
to be executed. 

4. His royal highness the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal renews and confirms to 
his Britannic Majesty the engagement 
which has been made in his royalnarae^ 
to make good all and sereral the losses 
and defalcations of property sustained 
by the subjects of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, in ccmsequence of the various 
measures which the court of Portugal 
was unwillingly obliged to take in the 
month of November, 1807. And this 
article is to be carried into full effect as 
soon as possible after the exchange of 
the nitifications of the present treaty. 

5. It IS agreed, that in case it should 
appear that any losses or injuries in 
pomt of property have been sustained 
cither by the Portuguese government, 
or by the subjects of his royal highness 
the Prince Rc^nt of Portugal, in con- 
sequence of the state of public a6^rs at 
the time of the amicable occupation of 
Goa by the troops of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty ; the said losses and injuries shall 
be duly ioTestigated, and that upon due 
proof thereof they shall be made good 
by the British government. 

6. His royal highness the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal, preserving a grateful 

-^ remembrance of the service and nssi»- 
tmn^e which his crown and family have 
received firom the royal navy of £ag- 
Wild, being convinced th»t it has been 



by the powerful exertioiit of that navy 
in support of the rights and iudepen- 
dence of Europe, that the most effec- 
tual barrier has hitherto been opposed* 
to the ambition and injustice of other 
states ; and desirmg to ^ive a proof of 
confidence and ^jcmct friendship to bif 
true and ancient ally the King of the 
united kingdom of Creat Britain and 
Ireland, is pleased to grant to his Bri- 
tannic Majesty the privilege of causing 
timber for the purpose of building sibipt 
of war to be purchased and cut down 
id the woods, torests and chases q( Bra* 
ail (excepting in the royal forests, which 
are appointed for the use of the Portu- 
guese navy,) together with permission to 
cause ships of war to be built, equipped, ' 
or repaired within the ports and har- 
bours of that empire, a previous appli- 
cation aiHi notice being made in each 
instance (for form's sake) to the court 
of Portugal, which shall immediately 
appoint an officer of the royal navy tm 
assist and attend upon these occasions. 
And it is expressly declared and pro^ 
mised that these privileges shall not be 
granted to any other nation or state 
whatsoever. 

7. It is stipulated and agreed by the 
present treaty, that if at any time a 
squadron or nupnber of ships of war 
should be sent by either of the higb 
contracting parties for tue succour and 
assistance of tlie other, the party re- 
ceiving the succour and assistance shall, 
at its own proper charge and expence, 
furnish the said squadron or ships of war 
(so long as they may be actually employed 
for its benefit, protection^ or service), 
with the articles of fresh beef, vegetables, 
and fuel, in the same proportion in 
which those articles are usually supplied 
to its own ships of war, by the party so 
granting thesuccour and assistance. And 
this agreement is declared to be r«ci- 
procally bindiu|; on each of the high 
contracting parues. ^ 

8. Whereas it is stipulated by former 
treaties l>etween Great Britain and Por- 
tugal, that in times of peace the ships 
of war of the former power, that may be 
admitted at any one lime into any port 
belongiitg to the otlier, shall %ot exceed 
tlie number of six, his royal highness 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, confiding 
in the fuith aitd permanency of his all^ 
ance with liis Britannic Majesty, is 
pleased to abrogate niJd annul this re- 
striction altogether, and to declare, tluit 
henceforward any 4i umber of ships wh^- 
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trer, belonging to hit Britannic Mnjesty^ 
may be admitted at one time into any 
port belf»nging to hit royal highness the 
Prince Regent of Portugal. And it is 
further stipulated that this privilei^ shall 
not be granted to any other nation or 
state whatever, whether in return for 
any other equivalent, or in virtue of any 
subsequent treaty or agreement, it heine 
solely founded upon the principles cv 
the unexampled amity and confidence 
which have during so many ages «ub- 
«sted between the crowns of Great Bri- 
tain and 'Portugal. And it is further 
agreed and stipulated, ^that transports 
hmn fide such, and actually employed 
on the service oi either of tins high con- 
tracting parties, shall be treated within 
the ports of the other on the same foot- 
ing as if they were ships of war. 

His Britannic Majesty does also agree 
on his part to permit any number of 
ships belonging to bis royal highness the 
Prince Regent of Portugal to be ad- 
mitted at one time into any port of hit 
Britannic Majesty's dominions, and there 
to receive succour and assistance if ne- 
cessary, and be otherwise treated as the 
sbips of the most favoured nation ; this 
engagement beins also reciprocal be^ 
tween the two high contracting parties. 

9. Tht inquuition or tribunal of the 
^fy 9ff^e not having been hitherto esta* 
blished or recognised in Brazil, his royal 
highness the Prince Regent of Par- 
^*g^i guided by an enlightened and 
liberal policy, takes the opportunity af- 
forded by the present treaty to declare 
spontoH^msly m his own namtf^ and in 
that Of kis heirs and successors, that the 
inqui^ion shall not hereajter be rsta- 
hlished in the South American dotninions 
<fthe crown <^ Portugal. 

And his Britannic Majesty, in conse- 
quence of this declaration on the part of 
his royjil highness the Prince Repent of 
Portugal, does on bis part engage and 
declare that ihe fifth article of the treaty 
of one thousand six hundred and fifty- 
four, in virtue of which certain exemp- 
tions from the authority of tlie inquisi- 
tion are exclusively granted to British 
subjects, shall be considered as null 
and having no effect m the South Ame- . 
rican dominions of the crown of Portu- 
gal. And his Britannic Majesty con- 
seots that this abrogation of the fifth 
article of the treaty of one thousand six 
hundred and fifty-four, shall also extend 
to Portugal upon the abolition of the 
^ ioqtii&irivn i^ that country, by the com- 



mand of hit royal highoets the Prince 
Regent, and generally to all other p^rts 
of his royal mghnest s dominions where 
be may hereafter abolish that tribunal. 

10. His royal highaess the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal, bebg fully oonvraced 
of the injustice and impolicy of the slave 
trade, and of the great disadvantages 
which arise from the necessity of intro- 
ducing and continually renewing a fo- 
reign and factitious population &r the 
purpose of labour and industry within 
his South American dominions, has re- 
solved to co-operate with his Britannic 
Majesty in the cause of humanity and 
justice, by adopting the most eflkaciout 
means for bringing about a gradual abo- 
lition of the slave trade throughout the 
whole ot bis dominions. And actuated 
bv this principle his royal highness the 
Prince Regent of Portugal engages that 
his subjects shall not be permitted to 
carry on the slave trade on any part of 
the coast o( Africa, not actually belong 
ing to his royal highness's dominions, 
in which that trade has been disconti- 
nued and abandoned by the powers and 
states of Europe, which formerly t/aded 
there, reserving however to his owb sub- 
jects the ri^ht of purchasing and trading 
in slaves within the African dominions 
of the crown of Portugal. U is however 
to be distinctly understood, that the sti- 
pulations of the present article are not 
to be considered as invalidating or other- 
wise aHectiiTg the rights of the crown of 
Portu^nl to the territories of Cabinda 
and Molembo (which rights have for- 
merly been questioned by the govern- 
ment of France), nor tis limiting or re- 
straining the commerce of Ajuda and 
other ports in Africa (situated upon the 
const commonly called in the Portuguese 
Inngunge the Costa da Mind), belonging 
to or claimed by the crown of Portugal; 
his royal highness the Prince Regent of 
Portii|>Hl being resolved not to resign 
or forego his just and legitimate preten- 
sions thereto, nor the rights of his sub- 
jects to trade with those places, exactly 
ill the same manner as they have hitherto 
done. 

11. The mntual exchange of ratifica- 
tions of the present treaty shall take 
place in ihe city of London within the 
space of four months, or sooner if pos- 
sible, to be computed from the day of 
the hit^nature thereof. 

Ill witness w hereof we the undersigned, 
pleiiip«>tentiarieb of his Britannic 
Majesty and of hia^-royal higho 
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the Prince Regent of Portagali to 
ttftoe of our retpecttve full powen, 
bate ngnod the presmt treaty with 
oor hands, and have oauted the 
teds of onr arms to be set thereto. 
Done in the city of Rio de Janeiro, 
on the nineteenth day of February 
in the year of oor liord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and ten. 

(L. S.) StR A iro FOB D. 

(L S.) C0>DB DE LlllBAKVS. 



SWEDEN. 



Orehro^ Aug. 21. — The important 
object for which the Diet was con- 
voked, has this day been happily 
accomplished by tbo nomination of 
a Crown Prince. Mis Serene Higb- 
ncss the Prince of Pcmtc Corvo, who 
bas been chosen to fill that exalted 
situation, was proposed by his Ma- 
jesty, and unanimously elected; so 
perfect was the harmony which has 
prewled on this occasion, that not 
more than half an hour was occu- 
pied in the deliberations. Immedi- 
ately after the docision, Count Mor^ 
nor was directed to proceed to Paris 
to announce the event to the Empe- 
ror and the pripce. His highness had 
sent hither his own portrait,withtbat 
of his princess and son, accompa- 
nied with letters containiag assuran- 
ces of the interest he took in the wel- 
fare of this kingdom, and pointing 
out the moana by which he hoped 
to ameliorate its situation. Among 
these may be cnumerattd the re* 
purchase* of the ebtate^ of Poniera- 
nia, which were given to the French 
officers during the Ute war; a vo- 
luntary l(nin of S,Ol»0.000 of franks, 
at an interest of four per cent, which 
interest is to be appropriated 'to na- 
tional purposes, and the security and 
extension of our commerce. 

Slockhttlm^ An*^. 90— -The f(>Jlowing 
is llie spcfech, in which Ins Majesty, on 
the 18th insi. prnpW<i to the Diet, tlie 
Prince of Ponte Corvo, ns a proper per^ 
$oa to be cho»en crown prince of Swe- 
den ;— 



^ At a period wbcD, after a long sea* 
•ioa the kst diet separated, the fairest 
prospect of peace opened for Sweden; 
after a long period of severe misfortunes^ 
lasting tranquil Utf seemed to have been 
obtained for this kingdom. Three trea- 
ties of peace had secured the dominioos 
which remained at the end of a destruc* 
tive war, and a generous prince, phice4 
near the throne, promised powerfully 
to support the constitution formed by 
the states of the empire, and every thing 
promised to well-disposed Swedish citi- 
zens certain indeomification for paat 
misfortunes, ilis royal Majesty fondly 
shared in the pleasing hope m which his 
faithful sul])|ects indulged on this bead, 
vrhen one of those unexpected blovrsy 
with which Providence at times destroys 
the hopes of men, annihiUted ours. The 
Crown Prince Charles Augustus was no 
more, and his death shronded the futura 
destinies of Sweden in a dreadful gloom. 
—-His royal Majesty, with a mind deep* 
ly aflfected by a loss, universally so se- 
verely felt, yet mindful of his royal duty, 
contemplated the state of public affairs, 
and felt thoroughly coiivinced, that for 
the pre»ervati<)n of the independence of 
the Swedish empire, it became indis* 
peaiibly necessary to secure, without 
the least delay, the succession to tha 
throne, which appeared to him the only 
means of preserving the tranquillity of 
the empire, by a 6no and wise govenv* 
ment, Ibunded on the fundamental laws 
ofthe constitution of our country. Deep- 
ly impressed with those bentiments, hts 
Majesty perceived with pleasure that 
the voice of his people, equally aware 
of the necessity speedily to choose a 
successor to the Swedi^ throne, loudly 
and onanimonsly declared i\\ favour of 
the Prince of Pont a Coavo. Brilliant 
exploits have illustrated his name as a 
warrior, at the same time that eminent 
talents mark him one of the ropst skilful 
statesmen of our age. Universally ad* 
mired for the probify of his diaracter 
and the mildness of his temper, he fouiid 
opportunities, even in the mids^ of the 
misfortunes of war, to sliew his attach- 
ment to the Swedish nation, bv the kind 
and friendly manner in which he treated 
the Swedish othcers and soldiers whom 
the chance of war subjected to his pow<* 
er. All these circumstances and consi- 
derations could not but fix his Majesty's 
attention and detemnne his resolution, 
when the question wus, to propose a 
successor to ihe Swedish J^KQiu^ ^ 
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* Yet his royal Mfejesty has not fkiled 
to take on this itnportanc question the 
sense of t)ie states of tlie empire, aod 
of the secret committee of tlie council 
of state : a large majority of the former, 
and the unanimous opinions of the lat- 
ter perfectly coincided with his Majes- 
ty's sentiments on this point. His royal 
Majesty thinks, that by confldinjir the 
fature destinies of Sweden to the Prince 
of Ponte Corvo, his well earned military 
facne, while on the one side it secured 
the independence of the state, will on 
tbe other hand render it superfluous for 
bim to engage' in fresh wars ; that his 
strong mind, tutored by long experience, 
will maintain national tranquility and 
«rder, and secure to our faithful sub- 
jects a long and undisturbed enjoyment 
of the blessing of peace; and lastly, 
that his son will remove in futuie times 
that uncertainly of succession to the 
throne which some late lamentable events 
have rendered stilt more important to 
this country. 

From all these considerations his roy- 



al Majesty feels obliged to jirbfirtte to 
the assembled states of tbe emf^ire, his 
serene highness Joiui Baptist Julian Ber- 
nadotte. Prince of Ponte Corwo, aa. 
Crown Prince of Sweden, and his royal 
Majesty's successor t» the Swedish 
thr#ne. flis royal Majesty must, how- 
erer, etpressl^' add the reservation, thai 
should the said Prince be chosen by the' 
states of the empire, successor to the 
Swedish throne, he must, porsoant to 
the fundamental laws of their kingdom^ 
before he arrives on Swedish ground, 
adopt the tenets of the pure Evangelic^ 
Creed, and also sign a similar assuiance, 
as the states of the empire formed for 
the late Crown Prince. His royal M^ 
jesty lias now performed the duty pre* 
scribed to him by the constitution of tb< 
reahn, and now expects the resolution 
of the states. May the choice which 
they are about to make, secure the glo- 
ry and prosperity of our beloved conn-' 
try, and thus fulfil the most earnest wish, 
which his royal Majesty can ever enter- 
tain." Chaiiijes« 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 



VIOLATION OP THB PEOPLBS' 
BIGHTS BY THB VBBY PBBSONS 

DBPUTBD TO GUARD THBM: 
OE AN INQUIRY INTO THB ENG- 
LISH CONSTITUTION. 



J-ETTER IX. 



Mr. Editor, 
I shall proceed in my eTiquiry 
concerning the English constitution 
in spite of those verbal inaccuracies 
which have rendered, I fear, some 
.passages in ray former letters obscure, 
if not, unintelligible, and for which 
perhaps some apology is due. I can 
only say that the great trouble it 
requires to search after authorities, 
and the time it consumes, left mc 
none to attend to the composition of 
those letters, or even to write them 
out fair; there may therefore per- 
haps have been some mistakes in my 
own writing, added lo the typogra- 
phical <*rrors, which arc obvious in 
those letters, and for which tbe can« 



did reader will make allowance; 
but there arc persons who think such 
lapses unpardonable ; and te them 
1 have only to say, that my object 
in writing at all was, and is, utility, 
and not the exhibition of aay litera- 
ry skill, which I am conscious I do 
not possess ; and that it would give 
mc far greater satisfaction to be the 
means of confirming the puMic in 
an accurate conception of an impor- 
tant franchise, than in bringing forth 
a letter, the merit of which as a 
com position, should be thought equal 
to any of those produced by the peA 
of JUNIUS himself. 

I propose to make some further 
cHquiry into the English coNSTixir- I 
TiON, and 1 am sorry to say that 
thou;;h the English language docs 
not contain a word of grt*ater im- 
portance than this, there is not oRe^ 
in It that has been more abused, or 
that is less clearly definwi. — Surely 
this ought to be a standard word, 
respecting which Mrtwamcn ought 
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to ctttertain two different opinions. 
The same interpretation of it ought 
to be current all over the kingdom, 
and as well known as a guinea: hut 
instead of this almost every man has 
submitted the word to his own coin- 
age; almost every man has stamped 
the name of the constitution on 
•omething of his own manufacture : 
—at present it seems to resemble the 
word KELXGXOV, which is a name 
attached to certain opinions and 
practices by one man, and to other 
practices anct opinions by another 
mat) ; so that as every man has his 
religion, most men have what may 
be called their own peculiar inter- 
pretation of the English constitution. 
There are some grand distinctions 
indeed, as between the Whig and To- 
ry intepretations, and then a^ain 
some minor ones, in which \Yhig 
differs^ from Whig, and Tory from 
Tory ; nay, one and the same person 
has been known to give very differ- 
ent definitions of many important 
constitutional points at different pe- 
riods of time; especially if it has 
chanced that, during that time, he 
has changed his scat in a certain as- 
sembly from one side of the house 
to the other. As to the versions 
which have been made of it out of 
doors, they have been so many and 
so various that it is impossible to 
describe them. Jn the course of the 
preceding letters it has been seen 
that ^the Edinburgh Reviewers have 
thought 6t to define bribery and cor- 
rvption to be the very perfect i^ns of 
the constitution. This license assu- 
med by individuals of all ranks is 
abominable: no man ought to be 
allowed to lay down any doctrine as 
constitutional on his own ipse dixit ; 
such assertions unsupported by au- 
thorities are very audacious, and ve- 
ry dangerous. We do not allow any 
roan to coin guineas, neither ought 
we to allow any man to com con- 
stitutions. We punish those who 
circulate counterfeit bank notes even 



when they have Hot forged thiHii, 
but only believe them to be forged j 
but we impute no crime to those 
who circulate false doctrines respec- 
ting our constitution, which thej 
have either fabricated themselves, or, 
known to have l>een forged by men 
whose intention was to establish a 
pure unmitigated despotism in this 
country.. Ought we not to be mora 
careful of our freedom than our gui- 
neas or bank notes ? Has not Lord 
Coke called k our best inheritance, 
— and hath he not given an excel- 
lent reason for so calling it, because 
(he says) '* without it, we should 
** have no inheritance that we could 
" call our own V* — Hath not the 
house of Commons also declared in 

1667 that MAGNA CHABTA WQS the 

great pnserver ofomr lives, freedoms, 
and properties f Must it not then 
be a far more heinous offence wil* 
fully to misinterpret Magna Charta, 
or knowingly to circulate a false and 
spurious exposition of it, or any 
part of it, than to forge a b^nk note 
or to counterfeit a guinea? Let not 
the people then adopt any doctrine 
as constitutional without having 
proof of its being so : it is not be- ' 
cau^e it comes to them from a mi- 
nister cf stale, or a crown lawyer, 
or a committee of the house of Com- 
mons, that they ought implicitly to 
believe it. We have an undoubted 
right to investigate into the truth of 
all such opinions, and to bring them 
to the test, — to see whether they are 
conformable to the fundamental laws 
and institutions of the govemmeot 
or not. This is not only our right 
but our duty. Shall we be careful 
to detect counterfeit shillings and 
half-crowns, and take no care to de- 
tect spurious expositions of our con- 
stitutional rights? Shall the bad 
shilling be nailed to the counter, 
whilst imposition is allowed to cir- 
culate, and by insensible degrees to 
corrupt and bereave us of our fran- 
chises ?— What comparisf n is there 
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between a paltry piece of money, and 
tJki birthright which is beyond ail 
price, all estimation ? 

These are my reasons for submit- 
ting to the consideration of the pco* 
pie, the following ri'flections on an 
opim'on pronounced by a body of 
their representatives on a grand con- 
ititutional point; that opinion I con- 
nder as founded in error, and tend** 
bg to impose upon the public in a 
natter of the very highest impor- 
tince : 1 do not say that it is a wil- 
ful imposition, God forbid ! that 
vould be a very serious imputation : 
bat such wilful impositions have ex- 
isted in former times, and some of 
the author* have atoned for them 
•ven with tbdr blood. Kingshavehad 
judges and ministers who have ad- 
vanced doctrines hostile to the rights 
of the people, and have employed 
even the ministers of God to preach 
them from the pulpit* Our libra- 
ries are still polluted with books 
ooDtaining such opinions; and theye 
are men disposed, from the natural 
hias of their minds, to receive and 
to cherish the fatal poison. We can- 
not therefore be too vigilant in de- 
tecting dangerous political errors 
whatever be the cause from whence 
they may arise. We are told that 
that nation groans under a state of 
aiserable bondage whose rights have 
.become vague and uncertain. Mi- 
»era tit servitus ubi jus est tagam 
mi inc^gnitum, L^i us guard then 
against this uncertainty, by apply- 
ing to our political birthriglit the 
aae anxious concern that peoplo 
Sencrally have hr their landed 
^iheritance. Flow very ridiculous 
voald it be for a freeholder to boast 
sfbis freehold, without either know- 
iag its boundaries, or the nature of 
the land which it contained ! 

I am aware that the opinion ad- 
faaced by thep«mmittpc of the house 
of Commons appointed to examine 
into th^ affair of Sir Francis Bur- 
et's impri$f>oment was afterwards 
HKtioned by the approbatioa of 
vol.. V|W, 



the whole house, and that there are 
many men who think it very wrong 
either to question the wisdom of par- 
liament, or the propriety of its deci- 
sions. This is one of our modern 
apeicotistitutional doctrines. Our fa- 
thers thought differently : instead 
of blindly following the opinions of 
their representatives, they were in 
the habit of sending them instrue^ 
tionSf and if any measure was prn>- 
posed on which the representative 
had no knowledge of the sentiments 
of his constixuents, the usual and 
proper answer in that case for him 
to make was that it was ** a ncir 
** device, and that he could do no- 
*' thing in it without consulting his 
" country." They took care also by 
frequent elections to exercise a due 
controul over the delegate, who con- 
sequently regulated his conduct by 
thtir opinions, as all men who act 
for the benefit of others ought by 
nght, to do; and let it be remarked 
that it was never mtcnded our na* 
tion should obtain happiness by the 
fruits of such vicarious wisdom, but 
by living agreeable to their own de- 
sires, under laws of their own choos- 
ing. For these reasons I must con- 
tend that even if parliaments wore 
as free «oa» as they were former li/, 
this doctrine of implicit faith in re- 
presentative wisdom would be con- 
trary to the spirit of our government : 
what must it then be in an age when 
ministerial influence over parliament 
is not only acknowledged, but 
preached up as a measure findispen- 
sibly necessary, by all those who 
are, mistakenly called, the friends of 
government ? 

Those who contend for the neces- 
sity of parliamentary influence must, 
one would think, be conscious of a 
necessity of another kind; I mean 
the necessity of renouncing in that 
case, parliamentary integrity, which 
it is impossible to reconcile with a 
system of corruption. — On what 
then would they have us confide j 
Qn the wisdom of paiJiameot i sup« 
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pose ! It i« true tfiat this conven- 
tion was once called the assembly of 
uise mcfiy and the writs still are to 
choose two of Ihe most worthy and 
discrete persons in each town or coun- 
ty ; but I need not ask if these are 
the qualities which s:ener ally govern 
parliaraentnry elections ? Talent it 
will be admitted exists in that as- 
sembly; great talent in particular 
instances; but though talent com- 
bined with independence, and aided 
by experience, will prwluce wisdom,^ 
yet when it is directed by faction its 
fruits are »ot genuine, but left han- 
dcd wisdom, commonly called cun- 
ning or guile — a quality no man 
likes to confide in. Men do not use 
crutches who have the use of their 
limbs: — why should we then fool- 
ishly renounce the exercise of our 
reason, and like men who are non 
compos mentis, confide in the intellect 
of others ? Have wc any encourage- 
ment from experience to induce us 
to act in this manner? Have our 
ftflfairs been conducted with greater 
skill than has been displayed by the 
government of other countries ? and 
has the result inconsequence proved 
more prosperous ? Do we find from 
experience that whenever any knotty 
point occurs, the interpretation giv- 
en by parliament is always the most 
accurate and constitutional that it 
is possible to give ? If indeed this 
were proved by the Votes, Resolu- 
tions &c. of parliament; if these 
tended to shew one uniform and un- 
dcviating track, connecting ancient 
with modern Hmefi, and handing 
liown pure and unimpaired the cbar- 
twccd rights entailed by our forefa- 
thers on us and our descendants, for 
ever ; if this indeed were the case, 
then would there be ground for con- 
fidence in parliament, the most am- 
ple ; but I am sorry to say that the 
contrary is the fact, and that the 
instances of Infringements on the 
constitution byifae act of parliament 
itself have been frequent both in 
aaaieot and wodem tiroes, io spit« 



too of all the precautions takon by 
our prudent ancestors to. prevent it 
—of which precautions I shall here* 
after have occasion to speak. Every 
one knows the power given to Henry 
VIII. by parliament to invent his 
proclamations with the e0icacy of 
laws : but I need not go so far fa^k; 
it is more to my present purpose to 
shew that in the very last sessions 
of parliament an infringement wa§ 
made upon the constitutional right 
OP PETITION by the house of Com- 
mons: this IS a point which I conceive 
may be very easily determined, and 
having settled that, it will be a very 
fair argument to urge in behalf of 
that vigilance over their representa- 
tives which the people unquestionap 
biy possess. The right itself is in- 
disputable ; It is only its exercise 
that the non-reformists cry outagainstj 
they wish the people to substitute 
confidence fot vigilance : but when 
we find that the constitutional right 
of petition has been infringed, then 
surely we shall be justified io out 
enquiry whether the representation 
made by parliament to vindicate an 
attack on another constitutional 
right, the trial by jury, is correct, 
or not, — and if we find also that thiy 
is but a misrepresentation of privi- 
lege to throw dust in the eyes of the 
people respecting this second attack 
upon their franchises, who then will 
have the hardihood to tell us that 
we ought to repose a blind confidence 
in parliament? 

The right of petitioning parliap 
ment is laid down so clearly in our 
old authors, and so well ascertained 
by the practice of parliament itself 
in former times, that nothing more 
demonstrates the ignorance, I had 
almost said, — the weakness and in- 
capacity, however 1 may well be 
allowed to say, — of those minister* 
who have violated this franchise ca* 
priciously as Mr. Whi thread expres- 
sed it, receiving some petitions and 
rejecting others, on the pretence that 
the language was indecorous* Mow 
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the law of parliament lias ^xtd no 
mle for language, but it has esta- 
l>ii$hcd a rule, that no petition shall 
he rejected, if it is necessary ; and 
indeed were this old rule rejected in 
favour of the new one, were the ne- 
cessity of doing right and justice to 
yield to respect for any man or body 
of men, wil counsellors would be 
su re to escape. In parHamcnto nulla 
pcfkio est ingrain si unecessaria says 
Judge Hale in his Pcmer &c. ^ 
Parliaroents; who also gives some 
rules respecting petitions, p. 9- **All 
^ petitions (he says) ought to contain 
^ convenient certainty and particu- 
^ larity, so aa. a <lirect answtr may 
** be given mto them* The parlia- 
^ roent ough| not to be ended whUt 
•• antf pctiihn dtptndtik undiscussed^ 
* or at least to which a determinate 
^ answer is not made.* According 
to Sir Matthew Hale, necessity is 
the criterion by which all petitions 
-aie to be estimated; and he, and 
mil others who have written on the 
subject,, assure us that every man 
bas a right to petition parliament, 
to have hi6 petition taken into con- 
sideration by that body, and to have 
% direct answer given to it; for» 
*' one of the fundamental and priu* 
** ciple ends of parliament was for 
'* the R£BR£ss 0F0RiEVANC£s, and 
** easing the •ppressions of the peo- 
•* pie," ]u€9 Farliameniaria p. 73. 
And in the same book wc arc told^ 
thai ** The court of parliament was 
" the sanctuary whither the distrcs- 
** scd subject in his exigence fled 
** for shelter, and always found it. 
** Into the sacred bosom of parlia- 
*' ments it was that they poured out 
'' their sighs and groans with con- 
" stant success; and when in cases 
^ of high nature, that common law 
^' was arrested, and stopt in her 
^ proceedings, parliaments ever more 
** ran to their rescue, and in dutiful 
'• ways discharged these locks and 
^' bars which had been unjustly fas- 
Jt' ^eaed bn the exchequer. The right 
^ •( the CFowa of £ngl^ and the 



^ law of the said realm is such, that 
" upon these mischiefs and damages 
*' the king oughi and is bound byhia 
" OflM, (Stat. Provis. 25 Ed. 3.) by 
" the accord of his people in parlia- 
" ment, thereof to make icmcdy/' 
It is up^n this very ground that 
Rushworth tells ys, " Parliaments 
" are the' ground and pillar of the 
" subjects' liberty, and that which 

" ONLY JiAK£TU ENGLAND A FIIEE 

** MONARCHY." CW/. 3 J. part. Vol. 
1, p. 587. It was indeed that which 
made England [free, because it was 
that which redressed every encroach- 
ment on our rights, which discharg- 
ed the locks and bars imposed^ upon 
the common law, our common in- 
heritance, secured and entailed by 
the Great Charter;— it was not that 
which violated and set at nought 
that sacred Charter. But this wri- 
ter's sense is best explained by his 
own words in another part whcr^ 
he tells us that parliament was in- 
tended to be the ** conservative 
*• of the rights and libt rties of tho 
" subject, and the corrective of 
" injustice and oppression." I can- 
not in treating ^his important sub- 
ject omit a passage from Judge Dod- 
dridge, in his treatise <••* the Anti- 
quity of parliaments p. 39, and 
which perhaps will astonish such of 
your readers as piay not be conver- 
sant with these subjects. ** The par- 
" liament" (he observes) " ought not 
** to be dissolved so long^as any bill, or 
^* petition remain undiscussed; — if it 
'* be, the King h perjured; and pub* 
'* lie proclamation is. to be made in 
" the parliament and in the palace," 
(some say at the doors of the palace, 
and parliament house) '^ that if any 
** have any petition he ought to 
'' «)mc in ; and it no ansWer is mack'; 
" it is to' be intended that all men 

" are satisfied,** And Mr. Editor, 

let It be well remarked, that till ** all 
*' men were satisiipd/' parliament 
could not lawfully bedissoivi'd; — till 
every Englishman who had a peti- 
tion to piieseiit had presented it, aod 
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not only $o, but till it had been ^s- 
ciissed, and an answer proper for the 
occasion given to it : then might 
parliament be dissolved, but not 
sooner, without violence donelo the 
oath and duty of the Sovereign. 
And this we are told is the law to 
this day, the ancient and fundamen- 
tal right of the peoph? of England 
of which inheritance no man can 
deprive them. Judge Doddridge has 
in the above passage delivered a 
piece of dry constitiutiona) law with* 
out comment or citation from any 
authority; he might perhaps rest 
kis opinion on the statute of provi- 
sions before adverted to in the quo- 
tation from Bohun, or on the con- 
£tmatio|i of the gwfe laws by Henry 
IV. or the modus tcncndi parliM' 
mentum; for he was one of the grea- 
test antiquaries England ever pos- 
sessed; and such men, when they 
direct their enquiries to the better 
elucidation and confirmation of po- 
pular rights, are doubtless far bet- 
ter employed than those who labour 
to instruct us in the cut of King 
Alfred's breeches, or the shape of 
Qoecn Boadicea's night cap, when 
^rhaps neither of thep ever wore any 
such dress u^hese objects of frivolous 
curiosity. If the reader however, 
l^hould possess the more laudable 
curiosity of wishing to know what 
might be the ground of Judge Dod- 
dridge's opinion, I think I can satis- 
fy him, by copying a passage from 
Sadler, who is more explicit, and 
^ho was also very learned in our 
anticnt laws, Spedking of the King's 
oath he says—" At the Saxons mow id- 
** ing of the kingdom the last claufte 
•< of it was, that he should (would) 
^* be obedient to suffer Droit as much 
« as others of his people : And it is 
** considerable how the King's oath 
* hath been vouched in lill ages, 
** and what King Richard II. did 
•• acknowledge to be included in it, 
^ when the clergy protested against 
*^ the new power of his justices , and 
^licNP the iwrlioBient 4iU cxpounil 



^ it to Edward III. botb at the 8ta« 
*' tute of provisors, and in divan 
^* othera made against the Kings 
^' pardoning felons or the like, a- 
" gainst the oath of his crown. And 
'^ the old modi of parliament, tell 
*^ us, that if the king dissolved the 
*' parliament before all petiliaru had 
" been considered S^e* it was- plain 
** down-rigkt Perfury, which I ro- 
** garded the more when I found it 
" also in that, under the groat seal 
** of; Henry IV." CSadUt^i RigMt if 
tike Kingdom p, 4f\.J 

I must beg the attention of the 
reader to two points suggested kf 
what has just been quoted. The 
first remark I shall make is, ^ac 
this ancient right, vested in the sub- 
ject, of seeking , redress for every 
grievance he may puffer by way of 
petition, apf)ear$ to have been in* 
fringed in the time of Ricbard II. 
and was with other rights afterwarda 
restored by Henry IV,, The acts 
passed in parliament the first year of 
Henry IV. and confirmed by hit 
great seal, may be considered as si- 
milar to the Bill of Rights, the fin| 
of William III. They were like 
many other declaratory laws in va- 
rious reigns intended to renovate and 
confirm our happy constitution ; but 
there is a remarkable concurrence 
in these two impmtant revolutions ; 
that of 139S, which took the crowa 
from the head of Richard II. and 
placed it on that of Henry IV. and 
that of 1688, which took it from. 
the head of James IL and placed it 
©n that of William m.—This con- 
currence relates not only to the 
o-ent, and the chief causes that pro- 
duced ihem, but to the characters 
of those who wore the actors; no 
two kings of our nation having eve|> 
borne a greater resemblance to eacb 
other than Henry IV. and W^illiam 
in. We read in an old histonan. 
Sir )^obert Cotton, a description of 
the state of the kingdonv made by 
the Archbishops of Cant^bur3^and 
ethers, wjft« iifept tol^stpin^lt 
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(Titer the Duke of Lancaster, {n or- 
der lo save Ibe eouimryy anif its li- 
berties, from Ike tyranny •f Richard, 
which would equally suit the state 
•f die nation in the time of James 
n. — *,* It grieves me to speiak, but 
*' it helpeth not, to hide that which 
" every man seeth : our ancestors 
'* lived in the highest pitch and per- 
•* fection of liberty, but we of servi- 
** lily ; being in the nature n#t of 
^'subjects, but of abjects and flat 
'' slaves ; not to one intractable 
*' prince only, but to many proud 
** and disdainful favourites ; not al« 
'^ ways the same, but ever new ; and 
*^ no so(»)er have we satisfied some, 
^ but fresh hungry masters are 
^' straightways set upon us, who 
^' have more endamaged us by ex^ 
*^ tortion^ than the enemy hath done 
" by the sword. What unusual 
*' kinds •f exactions are daily put 
'' in practice without either mcasuie 
'* or end, and oftentimes without 
*' need 1 and great sums of money 
^ are pulled and pilled (pillaged) 
^ ieom good subjects to be thrown 
*^ away amongst unprofitable un- 
^' thrifts : and if any roan opcneth 
/' his mouth against these extorted 
*' taxations, then cither by feigned 
** imputation of capital crimes, or 
^* by small matters aggravated, or 
•* else by open cruelty and' force, his 
** life or liberty is forth hazarded : 
^^ it were too tedious, too odious, too 
** frivolous, to put you in mind of 
** particular examples, as though 
** your own estate, and tbe lament- 
' ** able loss of your uncle and olhcr 
'* noble friends could be forgotten : 
^ no roan enjoyeth the safeguard of 
*^ his goods, and surety of his body ; 
^ and therefore we are now com- 
^ pelled to shake off onr shoulders 
•♦ this importable yoke," &c. — Co^- 
trniU lAfe ofUcnry IV. p. 134. 

Thus was a disposition created in 
the people towards a change of go- 
vernment; and it was that disposi- 
tion, not the power of either Henry 
n William^ that effected these rcvo* 



Ittlions ; (or the <me landed m T#i^ 
bay, as if by tbe favour of Heaven^ 
which saved him from the superior 
fleet of the King, with so small a 
force, that it would have been im- 
possible for biBA to have contended 
with James in the field, if tbe nation^ 
had not left ibe King's standard to 
join that of his rival : just so did the 
Duka of Lancaster with the Archbi* 
sh#f> of York anil E^rl of Arundel 
land at Qavenspur, in Yorksbire. 
" The residue of his attendants,'' 
says tbe same historian from whom 
1 have taken the last quotatioo* 
** were very few, not exceeding tha 
** number of fifteen lances ; so thajc 
^* that it was hard to esteem whether 
" it was greater manail (marvel) eu 
" ther that he durst attempt, or that 
" he did prevail with so small a 
'' company ; but his chiefcst confix 
^* dence was in the favour and assiiH 
** tance of the people." — ^The real 
" marvel," according to my way 
of thinking, Mr. Editor, was, thai 
any Kin^; of England sl^ould be wik 
senseless as to wish to deprive bia 
people of their lawful inheritaiuN^ 
knowing that thereby be disinberita 
himself 2 since our crown can only 
be held by the maintenance of tba 
peopIe^s franchises: wherefore, a wiso 
king will deem that minister a trai^ 
tor to bim, as well as to the king- 
dom,, who violates any of thoi^^ 
rights; and will readily discover, 
that his best and surest way is tq 
deliver him up to justice. Let the 
reader who wishes to trace the ana* 
logy between these tAvo revolutions, 
which in two cases of extreme peril 
Mived the freedom of the nation from 
impending destruction, compare to- 
gether the manifesto of the l*rince of 
Orange, where he declares " that 
'' the object of his coining was the 
*' restoration oi the people's rights,'* 
which fortunately lor us be was a* 
bliged to secure before he could, ac- 
quire any of his own — let him com* 
pare, 1 say, that manifesto of WiU 
liam 111. ^ith the declaration made 
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By the Duke of Wncaster, when 
Kichard being first constitutionally 
Tdepbsed, ke challenged the drown 
of this " rewme of Yndlondc," as he 
called it, *' the which rcwme" (he 
adds) " was in poynt to be ondone 
^ for defout of governance, and the 
^ ondoyng of the gude lawes * 

It was indeed the undoing of the 
good laws that caused both these 
rcvolutions — the hwnet antiqum tt wjh 
prohaiie Itgea^ as Mathew Paris calls 
them even at that time, when he 
tells US, William I. of Normandy 
awnre to maintain them ; it was this 
•* undoing'' that proved the undoing 
of many a king of England besides 
James and Richard 11. as Charles I. 
and Edward II. and John ; and 
which had very nearly too been the 
undoing of Henry 111. and some 
tfthers : it was the VT^doing of these 
iomC'bom rights, as Petyt calls them, 
that has constantly been England's 
woe; and that has cost her rivers of 
Mood, 1 hope aot shed in vain. If 
«ny of my readers wi»h to knoiv hew 
theee laws were undone, let him 
compare together the Bill of llights, 
and the articles* exhibited against 
Richard II. at his deposition; he 
will find that by the 13th and l6th 
articles of lUchard's Impeachment, 
and the Ist and 2d of the Bill of 
&ights, both kings set themselves 
above the laws; and he will find 
that by the 15th article of the im- 
peachnkmt and the 4ih article of the 
Bill of Rights, both took the money 
from their subjects without their free 
consent;* he will find that by the 
f6th article of impeachment and the 
3d article of the Bill of Rights, both 
kings, by different expedients, sub- 
verted that sacred right, without 
which there can be no real freedom, 
the trial by jury. On this point, 
Mr. Editor, 1 trust you will pardon 
my enlarging a little. 

• Though this may not be trae of 
Jaraea himself, it is ot'his family, whose 
excesses provoked these regulations. 



Sir Robert Cotton in his history 
before quoted, tells us (p. 200), that 
by the 26th Art. of Impeachment it 
was declared, that ^ King Richard 
*• did contrary to the great charter 
" of England, cause divers lusty 
'' men to appeal divers old men, up* 
'* on matters dctcrminMbie at tke 
^' common to,* in the court martial, 
" because in that court is no trial 
" but oikly by battle." This was 
done to extort money from ihe peo- 
ple: a similar means of evading the 
trial by jury was adopted by the 
Stuarts; the appointment of high 
commission courts iScc. against which 
the 3d. article of the Bill of Rights^ 
is directed ; but in Sir Robert How* 
atd's life and reign of Richard If* 
p. 294, it is not the ^Otb. but th* 
27th. artiele of Impeachment, that 
contains the grievance, XXVII. Jtem^ 
Although '^ it was enacted and or- 
" dained, and is. hitherto confirmed, 
" that no free mmn shell be taken ^Cm 
** nor any way destroyed; and that 
'^ the king shall not past nor send 
'* any to pass upon him, but by tkc 
" lawful judgment of kis peers and 
** by the law of tke land : yet by tha 
•* will, command and order of the 
" said king, very many of his leige 
** people, (free people) being malici* 
" ously accused for having publicly 
** or secretly said somcdiing that 
" might tend to the dispraise^' sccan'^ 
" dMl or disgrace of the person of the 
** said king, have been taken and 
*' imprisonfd, and brought before the 
** Constable and martial of England 

" m the court military &c 

" Since therefore the said king hath 
*' wilfully acted contrary to such 
" law and statute of his kingdom, it 
^' is not to be doubted but that he 
^* hath thereby incurred the crime of 
** perjury." There is no need of a 
tedious comment on this plain case» 
Here we see a king of England dc^ 
posed for great crimes and offences 
towards his people, one of the 
roast grievous and intolerable ef 
whitfb wasy depriving them of thait 
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prccioQS, axitient, and inalienable 
birth-right, the Judgment of their 
peert. Trials ia the marshar^ court, 
that is, by judicial combat, were 
substituted For trials b^Jitry in mat- 
ters " determinable at conwion law/* 
and tbuse the people lost the judg- 
ment of their peers in those particur 
lar cases, which were offences a^ 
gainst the king ; and this was deem- 
ed a subversion of the government: 
DOW if, according to this ancient 
precedent, offences against the first 
branch of the legislature could not 
be lawfully punished witkwt trial 
tyjtfry, it is evident that offences 
against the other two branches could 
Dot! What were these offences? 
" Things said to the dispraise, scan- 
** dal or disgrace §f the king," in 
modern lani»uagc, libeh, — It was 
deemed then in the year isppi* most 
grievous offence in King Richard 
II. to prosecute for libels without 
trial b)/jun/if but in the year 1799, 
the house of Lords considered it no 
crime, no subversion of the govern- 
ment, to punish the Editor of the 
Cambridge Jntdligencer for a libel 
^hout trial by jury ; and in the year 
1810, the house of Commons Tol- 
lowed the same example with re- 
spect to Gale Jones, and Sir Franc w 
Burdett. What sliall we say to this 
plain case? Is it consistent with 
common sense and common justice, 
that the highest,^ the most honour- 
able, the first estate in the Empire, 
shall undergo the most severe punish- 
ment that our law allows to be in- 
flicted on a king^ for an atrocious 
crime, which the two inferior estates 
pretend is no crime, but a privilege? 
Can that belong to the second and 
third estate in quality of a constitu* 
iional rights which i^ a subversion of 
the constitution in the first estate ? 
If we have a constitution — as I am 
desirous of believing, though" Paine 
and others have denied it — that is, 
if modem innovation has left us any 
tiabk rights which deserve the name 
*f a constitution, it must be equally 



aacrcd against King, Cordg gni^ 
Commons! 

I think, Mr« Editor, it may ba 
deemed some proof of our having ^ 
constituttoQ that our kings mus^ 
swear to maintabi these rights, and 
that when they break that oath, their 
subjects are held discharged from 
theirs. Thus King Richard waf 
held to be perjured by punishing 

. people for libels in his marshal's 
court, that is fining those who would 
not take the chance of disproving 
what was asserted against them, on 
the bodies of their adversaries: — and 
which way was he perjured? Ha 
was perjured, because by the Statute 
({f Provisors, passed in his grandfa- 
ther's reign, every king of England 
is bound to swear at his coronation,, 
that he will maintain the ancient 
laws and customs of the kingdom }• 
aad that is the constitution. I must 
note that this statute of provisors 
was but a declaratory law^ confirm- 
ing what the laws of Saint Edward 
had before said. Richard had takca 
that oath, and he broke it when his' 
subjects were fined by the marshal'^ 
court withaut trial by their peers ; 
but suppose the house of Lords or 
house of Commons (which in his 
time had recently adopted the fashion 
of sitting in different houses) had 
done the same as the court marshal; 
would not Richard have been equal- 
ly ^perjured, if he had known of 
such practices, and not prevented 
them? 

It is upon the same principle^ 
namely, the extension of the euro* 
nation oath to the maintenance of 
all these home-born rights, that the 
King is said to be perjured if he dis- 
solves the parliament before all pe- 
titions are heard and answered, as 
such an act frustrates the very ei>d 
for which parliaments are, or ought 

. to be called, — the redress of griev^ 
ances : and this leads me to the se- 
cond remark suggested by the quo* 
tations which I have submitted to thf. 
scrift>as Qoasideration of the reader* 
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It mty be Mid, that it is a prodi- 
siotts advantage to any country to 
nave a moral and religions man in 
the p^on of us chief magistrate, 
because such a person may be ex- 
pected to fulfil the solemn obliga* 
lions that he has contracted upon 
CMth with scrupulous exactitude; 
but the case may happen (as is ex- 
pfessfd in a preceding quotation) 
that unprofitable and unthrifty miniS' 
fen shail endamage a kingdom more 
iy extortion than the enany by the 
rword. These state leeches are known 
to he not easily displaced, they poi- 
86n the ears of majesty, and contrive 
either to keep the knowledge of his 
contract with his subjects entirely a 
secret from him, or else to represent 
it in such a terrifying point of view, 
that he may regard it as a point of 
necessity, on which the very safety 
of himself and the tranquillity of the 
country depends, to evade by some 
specious artifice or another, the full 
accomplishment of his sacramental 
obligation : in such cases the right 
of petition may prove tlie salvation 
of the empire^ for by this means a 
prince may be informed of such part 
of his magisterial duty as may have 
carefully been , concealed from his 
knowledge; and the fallacies which 
may have been employed to render 
that duty an object of terror may 
be detected and exposed ; we must 
therefore regard the right of petition, 
whether exercised towards the first 
or third estate of the empire, as a 
franchise that cartnot be withheld 
from us without withholding all the 
benefits of our constitution: it is, in 
short, not only an indisputable right, 
but one that is essentially necessary 
to the preservation of other rights. 
There must be no barrict* between 
the throne and the people — no im- 
pediment between the constituent 
and the i^opresentativc bodies : if 
there is, it is a national calamity of 
the most serious and portentous na- 
ture ; threatening the convulsion of 



the state, if not hs total destruc- 
tion ; a calamity far greater than the' 
loss of a fleet or a whole array: such 
losses have been recovered, but a 
nation loses itself, when it loses its 
rights. Now the right of petitioA 
may be considered as the key to 
every other right ; if that is locked 
up, then may it be said, that all our 
rights are in danger of being locked 
up; whereas if aify particular right 
should be withheld, and that open, 
there is a hope that the whole con- 
stitution may be restored, without 
having recourse to any of those mea- 
sures of extremity which have cost 

this country ^o much blood. 

Sooner, far sooner, therefore, would 
I beheld a Kins of England commit 
downright robbery on the propernf 
of his subjects — take their goocls 
against their will in open defiance 
of the law, than I would see this 
right of petition blocked op, im- 
peded, or by any artifice whatever, 
' rendered vain or nugatory. Such 
an awful state might be supposed 
calculated to produce an universal 
expression of grief, mourning, and 
even of despair, among all who hold 
dear and sacred, the institutions of 
British freedom, and the memory ot 
their ancestors. What, then, shall 
we say of those ministers by whose 
machinations the petition even of 
the capital of the British empire 
hath been barred from reaching the 
throne, whilst the representatives of 
the people themselves have thought 
it no shame to reject the petitions of 
their constituents? These, indeed, 
arc days of wonders and prodigies ; 
but who that is conversant with the 
principles of our excellent constitu- 
tion, would have believed it possible 
that such stupendous events could 
have occurred in a land, reputed s« 
long to be the land of liberty f 
When these representatives reject 
the petitions of their constituents^ 
they act as if the rights and fran-* 
chiscs^ of the whole nation were at 
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tknr disposal — what madness ! The 
people of England have not made 
over to these parliamentary stewards 
tke/fe iimpU of their freedom, bur 
only entrusted it to their care : it is 
oot of their power to make away 
with the original inheritance ; no 
tct of theirs can divest their princi^ 
pels of rights entailed on them and 
their posterity for evermore : again»t 
ioch unlawful proceedings the free- 
men of Eni(land may enter their firm 
protest. If they could not, what 
vauld be the use of that sflleran en- 
feofnjent, the dear bought parchment 
4»d spffx, as the Rev. Samuel John- 
son calls it, by which Henry 111. 
coofirrocd his father, King John's 
charter — ^" To all the free men of 
''this our realm of England," as 
Henry expressed it in that record, 
.** we have confirmed for us and our 
** heirs for evermore these liberties 
^* underwritten, to have and to hold 
'^ to them and their heirs, of us 
" and our heirs for evermore : and 
** aU these customs and liberties 
** aforesaid which we have granted 
** to be holden within our realm, as 
** much as appertaineth to us and 
"our heirs, we shall observe ; and 
^ for this our grant of these liberties 
" our subjects have given to us the 
** fifteenth part of all their move- 
" ables ; and 'we have granted to 
** them on the other part that nci- 
*• ther WE NOR OUR heirs shall 
** procure or do any thing whereby 
** the liberties in this charter con- 
** tained shall be infringed or broken, 
" We confirm and make strong for 
" us and our heirs perpetually 
" the said great charter, &c."* Can 
any man shew a better title deed for 
bis estate than this is } and will any 
nan holding such an entailed ii\he« 
ritance permit his steward to rob 
both him and his posterity of such 
a birthright ? It is an acknowledged 
principle that no man can invest his 

* Prynn's Power of Parliamentai part 
i».p.J6. 
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representative with a greater right 
than he himself possesses; if the 
people of England therefore were 
even disposed to give their represen- 
'tatives authority to yield up and re- 
linquish their own birthright, they 
could not also annul the birthright 
of their posterity; they could not 
break the entail by which the liber- 
ties confirmed and assured to us by 
Magna Charts must descend to our 
heirs for evermore: this is an Aeir- 
loom of which we have only the use 
and not the disposal. Therefore it 
appears, 1 must confess, very singu- 
lar to me that no one should have 
started up in the house of commons 
to stop this unlawful renunciation 
of the peoples most valuable rights ; 
no patriot tongue to proclaim the par- 
liamentary maxim " Nulla petitip 
" est ingrata si necessdria ;*' no warn* 
ing voice to caution that assembly 
least if they were separated before 
every grievance was heard, and every 
petition answered, the King should 
be perjured.* In short the consti- 

* It may seem unjust to some that so 
serious nn ofl'ence should be imputed to 
the chief magistrate from, the conduct 
of parliament, which ought to be inde- 
pendent of him. This idea could not 
exist if the most scandalous innovations 
had nolf degraded and corrupted oar 
constitution so as to make it hardly Ea- 
glibh. According to the genuine consti- 
tiuioD the King is the head of the par- 
liament, and cannot separate himself 
from the body thereof i if he does sepa- 
rate himself for forty days parliament 
may dissolve itself: Iiq must sleep in 
the same town where it is held, and if 
he is sick and cannot quit his chamber, 
a delegation is to be appfjiiited to visit 
him and ascertain the fact, and he must 
appoint a commissioner or deputy to 
attend in his place. — See a hook entitled 
No Parliament without a King, printed 
at Oxford 1642, p. 5 to 16. Also the 
Remonstrances which the Dake of Glou- 
cester and Bishop of Ely made to Rich- 
ard II. by deputation from parliament 
respecting his criminal conduct in ab- 
senting himself from parliament; which 
is to be found in Knighton, Sir R. How- 
ard's History of Richard ll. and on 
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tutional doctrine respctting petitions 
appears to have been either un- 
known, or wilfully overlooked, on 
the above occasion : — if parliament 
was unconscious of these fundamen- 
tal principle!;, where was that wis- 
dom in which some would have us 
so. blindly confide? — If it was con- 
scious, then was their conduct on 
this occasion a wilful outraoe upon 
those very ricrhls of their constitu- 
ents which ihoy were chosen and 
deputed to guard and to protect ; 
and considered in this sense it may 
be called an unnatui^al outrage: — 
Shall the chosen among men learn 
fidelity from brutes?— the dog will 
not devour the flock confided to his 
guard; he will not betray to the 
marauder the goods he is set to 
watch ; he is a mute but trusty ser- 
vant : our " parliamentary conser- 
" vnrors of the rights and liberties 
" of the people, and correctors of 
'* injustice and oppression," as Rush- 
worth, whose knowledge in such 
matters will not be.disputed, says 
they ought to be, arc not indeed 
mute; they can lalfe a great deal 
about the rights of the people ; but 
of their fidelity in defending them, 
let the above serve as an instance ! 
— It is indeed an instance which the 
people cannot forget; which it be- 
hoves ihem t^ remember 5 and shew 
they n tain a proper sentiment of, 
whrjv these same representatives ap- 
pial again to their choice. 

It is hardly p<)ssiblc to speak in 
terms of sufiF.cient reprobation of 
the unconstitutional and insidious 
doctrine of cor*fidenCi in parliament : 
— it is a doctrine that paves the way 

wliich Lord Somers, Petyt, S. Johnson 
mid many olbers have commented. — 
Note nlso, ihat at present'the dissolution 
of pniliament coines from the crown, 
cofwcquenily it is the King's duty to en- 
quire whether all liis subjects grievances 
have been lieard, considered, and an 
ansuror given ti» each and all of them, 
before he disiolvci gr prorpguci the par- 
litubent. 



to the subversion of the elective fraiw 
chise itself; for if we ar« not to ex- 
ercise our judgment on the conduct 
of our representatives, it is ridicu- 
lous to make any appeal whatever 
to our choice, and government may 
as well save us that trouble by the 
nomination of our members. I can- 
not omit adverting in this place to^ 
what has been advan(red in favour 
of this desestable doctrine, in a place^ 
and by a person, calculated to give 
it a very undue and dangerous in- 
fluence :*the place was a court of 
justice, where the rights of the peo- 
ple ought to be ever respected^ 
and the person was Lord Ken von ; 
in the case of Flower. The words 
I allude to are given in the late re- 
port of the select committee on the 
proceedings respecting Sir Francis 
Burdctt, and arc as follows ; ** In- 
** sinuations are thrown out against 
** the encroachments of the house of 
" Lords on the liberties of the sub- 
"ject; but the good subjects /4fr/ 
" thennelves protected in their liber-' 
" ties by both houses of parliament. 
** Government rests in a great degrvc 
" on public opinion ; and if ever 
** the lime shall come when factious 
** men will overturn the government 
*•* of the icountry, they will begin 
" their yfork by calumniating th^ 
" courts of justice and both houses of 
" parliament" 

I have heard it said that those 
who take carc always to speak the 
truth, are always sure to be consis- 
tent : here we are told that factious 
men will endeavour to overturn the 
government by calumniating both 
houses of parliament; but we arc 
told too that both these houses pro- 
tect the good people of England ia 
their liberties; how then can they 
be calumniated ? Will the good peo- 
ple of England overturn the govern- 
ment because they find themselves 
protected "in their libi^rties? If so, 
they would not Very well deserve the 
name of the good people; they would 
be rather the foolish, the vngratefiU 
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people of England. Surely this would before me entitled the Proceedings of 
be rather a novel reason for a Revo- the Home of Lords in the case of B 
lution. We have seen that what ~" 
produced Revolutions in former times 
was the violation of the people's 
rights, and vot the sentiment of feel- 
ing themselves protected in them. 
Lord Kenyon was no Iririhman I 
believe ; and yet his reasoning is 
somewhat of Hibernian complexion. 
His lordship tells us that the plan 
and progress of a revolution is to 
calumniate not only both houses of 
parliament, but the courts of justice 
likewise : now I dare say his lord- 
ship would not have allowed that 
our courts of justice were at all in- 
ferior to our houses of parliament 
in the protection of the people's 
rights. His lordship indeed was at 
that very time exhibiting a practical 
proof of his most excellent theory. 
The plaintiff Mr. F. was at that 
time appealing to his lordship, and 
claiming one of the most precious 
rights belonging to an Englishman, 
thejudgmen t of his peers. The h o u se 
of Lords had treated him as the 
Lord Marshal of England treated 
some of the liege subjects of Richard 
II ; th<»y had condemned him to a 
h\c^ and Imprisonment without the 
verdict of a jury. Mr. T. appealed 

to the court of King's Bench against 

this sentence ; the protection he ex- 
perienced is not needful for me to 

relate : my intention is not to enter 

into the particulars of a case which 

however I cannot help considering 

as harder than those that have lately 

succeeded it. I shall not advert to 

the proposition between the 'alleged 

offence and the punishment, though 

much might be said on that head ; 

Tieither shall I make any remarks 

on a point still more important, the 



Flower, Lord Holland, in a speech 
that does him inlinite honour, said ; 
tlial " such proceedings were not 
" only peculiar hardships, but vio- 
*' Jations of the most general niax- 
" iras of English law. The parly 
" was not tried by his peers; the 
" guilt of the libel was previously 
^' declared; witnesses were examined 
" in his absence; the court was a 
** close court ; and above all the 
" house was accuser, j^dge, jury, 
" and the injured party " This was 
said by Ix)rd Holland in the house 
of peers in May 179.9i but it did 
not stop similar proceedings in the 
house of Commons in 1810, where 
that house was also accuser, judge, 
and jury in its oxen cause. 1 find 
also in the very next page, xxvii, a 
most awful warning delivered with- 
out any effect to the house by his 
lordship, in his said excellent speech, 
in which he begged them to ** con- 
" sider, that if ihey had the power 
** to declare the guilt, to ^finc , and 
" to imprison for time certain, ihey 
" had in fact the power to enact the 
'* crime, confiscate the wholt proper* 
* ty, and to imprison for lift i:\i*Ty 
'* subject." This sjlemn a<imonition 
did not make any alteration in the 
sentiments of Lord Gnnville who 
moved the sentence of the house, or 
of Lord Kenyon who spoke in su|>- 
portofit: the first has been called 
(by his partisans 1 suppose) " a great 
** statesman," and the latter " a great 
" judge :" what " a great statesman" 
may be in other conntrii's, I will 
not pretend to say, but in England, 
he ought certainly to be well in- 
formed in the principles of our free 
constitution. As to the cbjiracier 



danger resulting to all men from the of a great judge, w<? have had many 



power assumed on this occasion by 
the house of Lords; because I find 
the house were sufficiently forewarn- 
ed on that subject, before the sen- 
tence was passed, by the speech of 
•HP of its own members. In a book 



in England uho have enjn^rd that 
reputation, and lost it afttrwards ; 
for a great judge with us does not 
imply a great lover of ;rulh, equity 
and justice, at least in the com- 
mon acceptation of the word, buj 
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that the party is a great lawyer. 
Now it has sometimes happened 
that even our greatest lawyers have 
been mistaken. Noy was accounted 
the greatest lawyer in his age, as 
we learn from the preface to his 
treatise on the Rights of the CYawn : 
he framed the project, and drew up 
the writ of ship money in l631, out 
of a" vain glory of shewing his know- 
" ledge", as the said preface conjec- 
tures; but this ship-money adven- 
ture proved the wreck of his reputa- 
tion, as well as that of the govern- 
incnt which adopted it. Just so did 
it happen with Empson and Dudley ; 
they were reputed the greatest law- 
yers in their age, till they got an 
act of parliament which enabled 
them to dispense with Magna Charta 
and the Trial by Jury. They thought 
the power of King, Lords and Com- 
mons omnipotent; they were backed 
by that authority in their infringe- 
ment on the birthright of the subject; 
but alas ! the fatal consequences ! 
They atoned for the offence at the 
gallows. Lord Kenyon would have 
been somcthmg more than a groat 
lawyer, could he have convinced 
the good people pf England, that 
their liberties were protected in per'^ 
liamenty by such decisions as that of 
the house of Lords in the case of the 
printer of the Cambridge Intelligencer. 
I apprehend it will readily be granted 
me, that Lord Erskinc is also a great 
lawyer, and what has he said (let 
me ask) about great lawmen, when 
they talk against written statutes 
and fundamental laws? Why, he said 
that *' they signify no more than so 
" man^ great Jlies buzzing against a 
" ttff//." The idea is happily ex- 
pressed : to be sure there can be no- 
thing more vain than these foolish 
" flies buzzing against a wall ;" but 
then they are not rational animals, 
they are on]y foolish flies : the buz- 
i;ers against Magna Charta, how- 
ever, resemble other flies of a certain 
description : they cannot pierce the 
' parchment or injure the statute, but 



they will sting those who venture to 
interrupt them. — But, what was it, 
permit me to ask, that the plaintiff 
Mr. Flower sued for in the court of 
King's Bench — what was his.prayet 
to Lord Kenyon ? it was that bis 
lordship would restore to him his 
estate of inheritance ; that he would 
re-invest him with that heir-loom 
which had been entailed upon him 
and his children for evermore, and 
of which he was unlawfully de- 
prived, though he had as good> and 
as indisputable a right to it, as his 
lordship himself had to the gowi^ 
upon his back, or the master whom 
he represented in that sacred seat of 
Britibh justice, to the crown he so 
happily wears. — Behold this parch- 
ment, might he have said, under the 
hand and seal of King Henry III. — * 
There's my title 1 Question it who 
dare ! — a title that has been bathed 
in British blood, and bought by my 
progenitors with " the valuable con- 
sideration" of a fifteenth part of their 
moveables: read it my lord, he might 
have added ; behold he.'e how the 
gracious Sovereign you represent, is 
bound in \\,to me and wy heirs for 
ever; see how STUiCTLYhe is bou^^d 
never " /• procure or do any tAtng" 
whereby my birthright under this sa^ 
cred deed ^* shall be infringed or 
broken:** — is it not thus expressed ill 
the BOND? in that very deed whereby 
this inheritance " is confirmed and 
" made strong to me and mine perpe- 
" TUALLY." i here solemnly claim 
that inheritance of you, my lord, 
the minister of my king, and chief 
dispenser of British justice. — An* 
" s-aer I-^Shall I have it ?— 1 stand 
^* for judgment — If you deny me^Jie 
•* up(m your taw ! There is no force 
" in the decrees of Venice,*** 

I shall now take my leave of you, 
Mr. Editor, for the present, fearful 
of having trespassed upon your rea- 
ders by the great length of this let* 

* Shakespeare Mercbaot of Vciik*i 
Act, 4. &.«• 
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<ct;— but if 1 hare, as I trust, been 
able to establish to their satisfaction 
the two following fqndamental points 
the time has not been spent in vain. 
First. — To repose an implicit confi- 
dence in our parliamentary repre- 
sentatives is not wise and honebt 
counsel to give the people at any 
tirae, being repugnant to the spirit 
of our constiruiion; but to recom- 
mend such confidence in men who 
have refused to hearken to the com- 
plaints of their constituents, and to 
redress llieir grievances, is to. sup- 
pose that the people bear a greater 
resemblance to beasts of burden than 
to rational and thinking beings. Se- 
condly, — The people^f England hold 
their rights and franchises, not by 
the favour, forbearance, protection, 
or goodwill of any of the constituted 
authorities, but by an express con- 
tract, which is the basis of the go- 
vernment itself; and which must 
stand good, as long as any bond, 
indenture, covenant, bargain, or 
other written obligation whatever 
stands good. 1 shall in nay next 
(Consider the means that have been 
taken by our forefathers to ensure 
the perpifuity of this contract; and 
remain Sir, Yours, &c. 

Timothy Trueman. 
Ikwnshire, Sept 12, 1810. 



OBADIAH OLDSPEBCH 

TO HIS 

7RIBND TIMOTHY TRUEMAN. 



Verily, Friend Timothy, my soul 
)$ right glad, yea exceeilingly re- 
joiced to find that thou hast armed 
thyself with the breastplate of truth, 
and hast gone forth to meet the Phi- 
Kstines, who dwell in the North.* 
Thou art learned and understandost 
the laws of our fathers, and the 
customs of the strangers who dwelled 
in our land. God hath given to 

* The "Edinburgh Reviewert whose 
^t^ence of the system of influence^ gave 
nse to ihe letters of T. Trucnmn. 



thee knowledge abore thy fellows 
concerning the times of old, and the 
things before ordained, and the de- 
crees of princes and the elders of the 
people, and he hath put into thine 
hand a club wherewith thou shaU 
break asunder the jaws of the ill- 
favoured .ones of thtr North, who 
would set at nought the tables of 
the law, which our fathers have re- 
ceived, and would lead the people 
into bondage to serve the Pittites^ 
and the Grcnvillites, and the sons of 
Anak. 

Now it came to pass whilst I was 
musing o\'er these things, and mine 
heart was grieved to think that the 
zeal of the people was waxed cold, 
I heard a voice saying, take thy pen 
and write unto TiifOtfft/ the Scribe, 
who dwelleth near the western sea, 
and thou shalt command him to in^ 
dite a book, and to collect the scat- 
tered fragments of the law, which 
the priests and the rulers of the 
land have forgotten — and he shall 
record the wisdom of former timea, 
and the statutes of your fathers. 

And it shall come to pass that the 
eyes of the people shall be opened, 
and they will lament and moan that 
they had forgotten the statutes a$ 
in the days of Josias King of Judah. 

Moreover the people shall cry 
aloud unto their rulers, and say, 
give us our portion in the land, and 
let wis»e men be chosen from amongst 
us to controul the will of princes, and 
lighten the burdens which they have 
laid upon the people; for verily our 
fathers were free men, but ye have 
despiserl their laws, and have laden 
us with burdens to grievous to be 
borne. 

Now this I command thee Timo- 
thy, who art called Trueman, write 
a book wherein thou shalt preserve 
the ancient statute;* of our fathers, 
that they perish not, and rheir mc* 
mory be not forgotten amongst men. 

Having thus faithfully delivered 
my message, I bid thee farewell. 

QB.iD(AH OldSPECCH. 
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Admirtlty Office, Sept. 8, 1810. 
Extract of a Letter from Captain Bjf- 
rofij of his Majesty s ship lielvidera, 
to J, Wiison Croker^Esq, dated North 
Yarmouth, the 6th instant, 
Vou will be pleased to inform my 
lords commissioners of the admiralty, 
th:it bein^ near in shore off Siudtland, 
roast of Norway, on the 22d of July, 
his Majesty's ship Nemesis in company,. 
I observed a deep bay in the evening, 
and sent Mr. M'Pherson, the master of 
the BeMdera, to sound round it, who 
perceiving three vessels at anchor, mpv- 
ed near to reconnoitre them ; fh the 
ni^ht they fired at Kim, the strangers 
bemg Danish gun-ressels. On the fol* 
lowing mornin*; the launch, with a 
twelve-pounder carronade in bow, barge, 
and two cutters of the Belvidera, were 
well manned nnd armed as soon as pos- 
sible, under the command of of Lieute- 
nants Nisbett and Bruce, and Lieut. 
Campbell, of the royal marines; and 
the launch, pinnace, and yawl of the 
Nemesis, under Lieuts. Hodgskens, and 
Smith; the seven boats rapidlv advan- 
ced to attacic the enemy, which soon 
began to cannonade them; the boats 
firing their bow guns with great effect, 
the Danish colours were soon struck, 
and the two gun schooners, Balder and 
Tlior, each carrying two long 24-poun- 
ders, and six six-pounders, hof uzers^ 
and each manned with 45 men, in our 
possession; the gun boat No. 5, car- 
rying one 94-pounder, and 25 men, 
lL\d repeatedly fired, was chased up a 
fiora, and abandoned by the crew,, was 
blown up by our boats, whose excellent 
fire and resolution to close, threw the 
enemy in confusion, and, notwithstand- 
ing; the ilrnmebs of Lieuis Dohlieup and 
Rasmusen their C(»nmmnders, caused 
their fire to behiefl'ective; we fortunate- 
ly had uo loss; the enemy had four men 
killed. I cannot sufficiently praise the 
fonduct of nil the otiiccrs, masters' 
mates, midshipmen, and every seaman 
and mariiie of the BtJvidera, * Captain 
Ferris- has expressed to me his perfect 
approbaliou of all bcloi^giii*; to the Ne- 

R)C!si». 



Dotcning'Street, Sept, 18, ISICU 
A Dispatch, of xhich theJoLlozcing is an 
extract^ uas on Sundaif received at 
Lotd LittrpouVs Office, from Lieut,-' 
Gen. Lord Wellington; K, B. 4fC. 
dated Celoiico, Aug, 29. 
The enemy opened their fire upon 
Almeida late on Saturday night or early 
on Sunday morning, the 96ih instant^ 
and I^ra concerned to add that tliey 
obtained possession of the place in the 
course of the night of the 27th. I have 
no intelligence, upon which I can rely, 
of the cause of its surrender. An ex- 
plosion had beeulieard at our advanced 
posts, and I observed ou Monday that 
the steeple of the church was destroyed, 
and many houses of the town unroofed •• 
I had a telegraphic communication with 
the governor, but unfortimately the wea* 
ther did not allow of our uniug it oo 
Sunday, or during a great part of Mod* 
day, and when the weather cleared on 
that day it was obvious that the gover- 
nor was in communication with ibe 
enemy. 

After I was certain of the fall of tba 
place, 1 moved the infantry of the armjr 
again into the valley of the Mondego^ 
keeping a division upon Guarda, and 
the out-poslsof the cavalry at Alverca. 
The enemy attacked our picquets twice 
yesterday in the morning but feebly, 
and they were repulsed ; in the after- 
noon, however, they obliged jSir Staple- 
ton Cotton to draw in his posts to tins 
side of Fraxedas. Captam Lygon, of 
the 16lh light dragoons was wounded 
n\ the morning, and two men of the 
royal dragoons were wounded in the af- 
ternoon. 

A picquet of the regiment made a gal- 
lant and success! u! charge i^pon a party 
of the enemy's infantry aud Cavalry, and 
took some prisoners. 

The second corps under Geneitrt Reg- 
nier has made no movement of any im- 
portance since I had the honour of ad- 
dressing your lordship last. A patrole^ 
however, bi'lougiiif! to this corps fell in 
with a squadron of dragoons,, consisting 
oi one troop of the 13th British, and 
oue troop of the 4tb Portuguese, be> 
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I'W^ng to lieut.-Oencnil HHl's rorpi, 
under the commaod of Captaiu White, 
of the 13ch, and the whole of them 
were taken, with the exception of the 
Captain and olie man, who, I since un- 
derstand, have been kili^. I inclose 
the copy of Brigadier-General Fane's 
report to Lieut.-Gen. Hill of this alTair, 
which it appears was highly creditable 
to Captiin White, and the allied troops 
enirat;ed. 

No moveroent has been made, and 
nothing of any importance has occurred 
in Estremadura since I addressed your 
lordship last. « 

In the north, the enemy moved a 
small body of infantry and cavalry on 
the SOth to Alcanezas ; but General 8il- 
veira moved towards them from Bragan- 
n, and tbey immediately retired. 

Etcal/toide Omit, Aug, 2!l. 
Sir — J have the honour to report to 
;oa, rl^at the troop of the 13th light dra- 
goons, and one of the 4th Portuguese 
dragoons, forming the squadron under 
the command of Captain White, of the 
ISih, at Ladoera, this morning fell in 
irith a patrole vf the enemy's dragoons, 
eoosisttng of one captain, two subal- 
terns, ami about sixty men. Captain 
White, fortunately succeeded in coming 
op with them, when he immediately 
charged and overturned them ; and the 
result has been, the capture ol two lieu- 
tenants, three serjeanu, six corporals, 
One trumpeter, and fifty privates, and 
about fifty horses. The captain was 
also a prisoner, but escaped during the 
bastle on fooi. 

I am liappy to say, this has been per^ 
formed without the loss of a man on 
oar side. Six of the enemy are woun- 
ded. Captain White expresses his ob- 
ligation to Major Vigoreux, of the SSlh 
regiment, who was a volunteer with 
him, and to the Alferes Pedro Raymun* 
do di Oliviera, commanding the Portu- 
guese troop (which he states to have 
done its duty extremely well, and to 
have shewn much gallantry), and also 
to Lieut. Turner, of^the ISUi light dra- 
goons, to wht>8e activity and courage he 
reporu himself to be indebted for seve- 
ral of his prisoners. I trust the wliole 
will he considered to have merited the 
approbation of the commander in chief. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
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Address from Central Masuna, l9 
tftc Portugueze. 
Inhabitants of Portugal^ 
His Majesty the Emperor of the 
French has put under my orders an ar- 
my of 110,000 men to take possession 
of this kingdom, and to expel the Eng- 
lish, your pretended friends. I say pre- 
tended friends, because in no one in* 
stanpe have tbey proved your benefae- 
tors. Against you his Majesty the Em- 
peror has no animosity. On the con- 
trary, it is his highest wish to promote 
your happiness, and the first step to se- 
cure it is to dismiss from the country 
those locusts who consume your proper- 
ty, blast your harvests, and pulsy yout 
efforts. Believe me, in opposing tb^ 
Emperor you oppose your true friend ; 
a friend who has it in his power to ren- 
der you the happiest people in the world. 
Were it not for the insidious councils of 
England you might now have enjoyed 
peace and tranquillity, and have been 
put in possession of that happiness. Yoii 
have blmdly rejected ofllers calculated 
only to promote your benefit, and have 
accepted proposals which will long be 
the curse of Portugal. 

His Majesty has commissioned me to 
conjure you to awake to your true in- 
terests; to awake to thi»se prospecu 
which, with your consent, may be quick* ' 
ly realized ; to awake so as to distinguish 
between friends and enemies. The King 
of England is actuated by selfish and 
narrow purposes; the Emperor of tlie 
French* is governed by the principles of 
universal philanthropy / 

Tis true, the English have put arms 
into your hands; arras which you \lhow 
not how to use. I will instruct you. 
They are to be the instruments of anni- 
hilation to your foes. Who those foes 
are I have already shewn you. Use 
them as you ought, and they will be- 
come your salvation. Use them as you 
ought no^ and they will prove your de- 
struction. 

Resisunoc is vain. Can the feeble 
army of the British general expf*ct to 
oppose any barrier to the victorious le- 
sions of tlie Emperor ? ^ Already a force 
IS collected sufiicicnt to overwhelm your 
country. Snatch the monjent thut mer- 
cy and generosity offer. As friends votT 
may respect us, and be respected in re- 
turn ; as foes ysu mu^t dre.id us^ and 
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in the conflict mimt b« subdued* The 
choice is your owo, either to meet the 
horroni of a bloody war, and to see your 
^QDtry desolated, your villages in flames, 
and yoiir cities plundered, or to accept 
•n honourable and happy peace, which 
will obtain for you every blessiog that 
hy resistance you would resign for ever. 
Massena. 
Prince of Easling, and Commander 
in Chief. 
Ciudad RodrigOy Aug. 14. 
i .. ■ 

Paritf Au^utt 17. 
Zfitter from hit Excellency the Prince 

of imling^ to kit Serene Highnett 

the Prince of Ntuf'chaUl, Major- 

Generml. 

Sir — All the accounts which I have 
tecetved announcing that the English 
army were making a retrograde move- 
iiient ; i^ reconnoitring was ordered and 
executed on the Slst. Marshal the 
Dolce of Elcbin)^ directed General 
JLoison to assemble at Gnllegos 3000 
men of his division, the light cavalry 
Bnder the orders of General Treilhard, 
and a few pieces of light artillery ; and 
ordered him to march at two o'clock, in 
4Ke morning in the direction of Fort 
Conception by way of Villa del Puerto, 
Cattillego, and the Casas. The gene- 
ral, at the latter point, fell in with the 
•nemy, who fled at his approach. The 
Enfvjish cavalry, however, seemed dit- 
fiosed to defend the high plain on which ' 
Port Conception stands. Genenil Treil- 
hard charged and drove them before 
him in so spirited a manner that tlie 
enemy were compelled precipitately to 
abandon the fort, without having time 
to fire all the mines which tJjey had 
f>rmed in order to blow up the works. 
Three of the chambers remain entire, 
but those which were set fire to have 
destroyed the horn-work and several 
half-moons. 

Master of the high plain of La Con- 
ception, General I..oison had, in the 
next place, to ascertain the position of 
the enemy's army. He directed Gen. 
Treilhnrd to turn the villtige of Val de 
la Mula, at the same time that he made 
- Gen. Simon attack it in front. Gen. 
Trielhard, by his rooveroent,^ dislodged 
the enemy's infantry and cavalry posted 
on the left bank of tlie Turemez, and 
compelled 600 horse placed on the road 
to Aimtiida to retreat. The enemy, in 
bis retreat, abandoned some .sharp- 
footers to usy wbd were cut down >!vitb 



our sabres, and be ^H back upo« tli# 
glacis of that fortress. He tbeo re«- 
turned wirli two battalions of infantry, 
three pieces of cannon, and about 1800 
horse, and drew up on the left of the 
Ravine, which separates Val de la Mulm 
from Almeida ; but the three regimeott 
of light cavalry, under the orders oi 
General Trielhard, marched against 
him with an assuraoce which speedtlj 
decided his retreat. The left buuk o£ 
the Ravine was immediately occupied^ 
without pushing on too far, m order not 
unnecessarily to attract dte fire of the 
place, withm gun-shot of which we were 
and under which the enemy seemed de- 
sirous of drawing us. In consequeikce 
of this retrograde movement of the £n^ 
lish, the right was at la Guarda, vad 
their left extended towards Pinhel. 

I caused Almeida to be invested. The 
greatest part of the troops of the 0th 
corps, were assembled with this view at 
Fort de la Conception, and debouched 
from Vel de la Mnla on the 94th, at 
six in the morning. The brigade of 
light cavalry, composed of the Sd regi- 
ment of hussars, and the 15th chasseurt, 
under the orders of General Lamotte, 
and preceded by a battalion of besieK- 
ing chasseurs, opened the march. It 
was followed by the 15th and $5th dm- 
gxms, commanded by Gen. Gardsmie. 
Gen. Montbrun directed the movemeot 
of this body of cavalry. 

The division of infantry, under Gen. 
Loison, formed in two columns. It 
was supported by (be division of Mer- 
met, at the head of which marched the 
10th dragoons, and by three rqpmenta 
infantry of Marchand's division. Idar- 
shal the Dtike of Elchiogen, in person, 
directed all the movements. 

llie advanced guard of the English 
army, commanded by Lieut.-Gen. Crau- 
furd, consisted of 3000 cavalry and 
8000 infantry, occupying the position 
to the right of AInneida. His light ino 
fantry and several squadrons of hussars, 
formed the pofXi in advance, and on 
the flanks of that fortress. The attac:k 
on the part of our troops was vigorous,^ 
and made m the best order. The enemy 
defended the ground, and kept up m 
brisk fire of musquetry and field pieces ; 
but they were succ^sively driven from , 
their posts at the charge, and without 
the least hesitation. Gen. Craufurd, 
after placing all his divisions under tlie 
guns of the place, thought that we would 
take up a position without daring to at- 
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Uck bim in so /ormidnble a post** He 
was protected by a reserve on the heig^KS 
of the left bank of the Coa, but four co- 
lumns marched direct for the euemyy 
and closed with them with the greatest 
iotrepidity, without returntug their fire. 
That of the foitresji, though badly 
enough directed, became extremely 
brisk at this moment. The dd hussars, 
supported by the rest of the cavalry, 
charged the English infantry at the gal- 
lop, and sabred a great number of them. 
The ground, however, was so ditbcult, 
that it was impossible for the rest of our 
cavalry to take part in this fine charge. 
The enemy's cavalry uniformly declined 
to ioeet ours at the aabre, aj>d afterjral- 
Ijfiog under, the ramparts of tbe place, 
hastened to re-pass the Coa. 

In tbe mean time, the brigade of Ge- 
neral Ferey having alr.eady out-flanked 
the righl of the enemy, was on the point 
of cutting o^ b's retreat, or compelling 
bim to throw himself inti) Almeida, when 
the English general felt the necessity of 
ruling back, which he could only eifect 
ia great disorder; for our battalions pur- 
sued them at a running step, to such a 
distance as to enable the columns ap- 
pointed to invest Almeida to execute 
that operation without any difficulty. 

The troops of bis Majesty gave a fresb 
proof upon this occasion, that there ia 
DO position.which can resist their intre- 
pidity. All of them perfectly perform^ 
their duty. 

The Englisb sustained a considerable 
loss in this action. Tlieir estafette-man, 
or cluef courier, has been taken, with 
all his dispatchers; several of which, 
dated the 25tb and 2Cth, represent tbe 
Euglish army as in full route ; that it is 
irapossible to form an idea of its deplor- 
able condition ; that the English never 
were engaged in so brisk an affair y and, 
in short, that they had lotit 60 officers, 
S4 of whom have been interred in the 
field of battle; 400 rank and file killed, 
and 700 wounded. Among the slain 
were the Colonel of the 43d. that of tlte 
16tb dragoons, and Major Brown of the 
52d. We have taken from them one 
stand of colours, 400 men, and two 
pieces of cannon. Our loss amounted 
to nearly 300 killed and wounded. 

Oo the ^5th, Marshal the Duke of 
Elchingeo regulated the investment of 
Ahneida, so as to render it complete. 
He caused Valverde to be occupied, and 
tike English posted on the heights m 
Aoot of Pereira to be dislodged. Qu 
vol,. VIH.. 



the«6th he sent a' detachment in the di- 
rection of Pinhel, which it reached after 
a march of three hours by difficult roads. 
The English liad withdrawn from it a^ 
two in tbe laoming. It appears that 
the? are concentrating at Celerico. 

The fortress of Almeida is defended 
by four Portuguese regiments. It is well 
provided with stores and lieavy artillery, 
and has two governors, one of ihem aa 
Englishman. Tlie garrison made two 
sorties on the 26th. One, consisting ot 
600 infantry and 60 horse, which sallieil 
upon the division of I/jison, was des- 
tined to destroy the houses which are 
within aOOtoises of tlie place; the object 
of the other, consisting of 300 men 
and 40 horse, which directed itself upon 
the right of General Marchand, was to 
carry otf a few sheaves of wheat lying 
near the suburb; but both were re- 
pulsed, so as to frustrate the designs ot 
the enemy* In the first they lost about 
40 men, who were shot with our piece* 
touching their breasts. We lost on y 
two men of the legion of the South, 
But the gju-rison tried the third- sortie to 
caiTy off tlie same slieaves of wheat ; it 
did not succeed better than the prece- 
ding attempts. We took from them one 
piece of cannon, and killed a, few of 
their men. TIte object of all these sor- 
ties seems to indicate that it is not «e 
well supplied with provisions as with 
•rtillery. 

I have the honour to be, with respect- 
ful regard, your hiichness's most humble 
And obedient servant. 

Marshal the Prince of Esslino. 
Commander in Chief of the 

Army of Portugal, 

Massen^ 
Salamanca^ Juh/ 29, 1810. 
Paris, August If. — Last Wednesday, 
his Imperial Majesty being seated oa 
the throne, surrounded by the princes 
and great officers of state, the deputies 
of Holland were presented to hisMajes* 
ty, and their president, his excellency 
Admiral Verhuel, delivered the follow- 
ing speech : — 

** Sire, — ^Your very faithful subjects ' 
of Holland, the members of the council 
of state, of the legislative body, of the 
deputies of the land and sea forces and 
the deputies of the city of Amsterdom, 
have the honour of presenting themselves ' 
at the feet of your Majesty's throue, re- 
spectfully to declare the sentiments of 
adtniration, confidence ^nd obedience^ 
with which lUey are animated. 
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^ The Datoh people, Sire, known nl 
the annals of hif tory by the ex^its of 
their heroes, by the spotleM character 
of their statenmen, and the exertions 
made by them to obtain and maintain 
their independence, are «tUl possessed 
of a strong recollection of the virtnes of 
their forefathers. 

* ** The great erents which Europe has 
witnessed in the coiHse of the present 
c^emury have completely changed the 
political supports and relations of states, 
and their independence, for the attain'^ 
ment of which ear ancestors sacrificed 
dieir property, their blood, and all that 
Is most dear to nden, frora the pressure 
of circumstances conld not but undergo 
certain restrictions. At length united 
with the first nation in the world, called 
liy the greatest prince in the universe to 
share in the favour which his exalted 
genius and paternal solicitude liberally 
bestows on bis happv subjects, and of 
which Holland has already obtained so 
many prooft, the Dutch oontinoe to 
flatter themselves that by their loyalty, 
their obedience, and their inviolable at- 
tachment to their prince and father, 
they shall deserve the protection of a 
mighty, generons, upright, wad benevo- 
lent government." 

His Imperial Majesty returned the 
following answer: — 

* ** Genthfmen, deputies of the legisla* 
tive body, of the land and sea forces of 
Holland, and gentlemen deputies of my 
good city of Amsterdam.^-^or these 
thirty years you have experienced many 
▼loissitudes. You lost your liberty when 
one of the great officers of the republic, 
favoured by England, employed Prus- 
sian bayonets to interrupt the delibera- 
tions of your councils. It was then that 
the wise constitution handed down to 
you by your foreikthers ^as destroyed 
for ever. 

** You formed a part of the coalition, 
in consequence of which French aimies 
conquered your country — an event which 
was the unavoidable consequence of ihe 
alliance with England. Adtt the con- 
qnest, a distinct government was form* 
^f 7^ 7^"^ republic formed part of the 
empire. Your strong fortresses and the 
principal positions In yonr country, were 
occupied by French troops, and your 
l^vernment was changed according to 
ttie opinions which succeeded «acb other 
in France. 

" When Providenoe placed me on 
this first throne of the world, it feO to 



my let to ;lecide for ever the fate «f 
France, and of aH the nations whidi 
compose this vast empire; to bestow on 
all the signal advantages whrth arise 
from firmness, consistency, and order, 
and to destroy the baneful consequences 
of irregularity and weakness. I put a 
period to the wavering destinies of Italy, 
by placing the Iron crown on my own 
head. I annihilated the government 
which ruled Piedmont. By my act of 
mediation I justly appreciated the con- 
stitution of Switzerland, and brought 
the local circumstances of the country 
in unison with the safety and rights of 
this imperial crown, I gave yon a 
prince of my blood f«r your roler ; thb 
was intended as a bond to unite the 
concerns of TOur republic with the rights 
of the empire. My hopes have been 
deceived, and on thb occasion I hav« 
shewn more forbearance than my cha* 
racter generally admits, arid my rights 
required. I have at length put a period 
to the painful uncertainty ot your future 
fate, and warded off the fatal blow 
which threatened to annihilate all your 
prosperity, all your resources. I nave 
opened the continent to your national 
industry. The day ^aft come when 
you are to conduct my eagles to tlw 
seas, celebrated by the exploits of your 
ancestors. Then shall you shew your- 
selves worthy of yourselves irod or me. 
From this moment till that period all 
the changes tliat take plac^m Europe 
shall have for their first motive the de- 
struction of that tyrannical and irra-* 
tional system which the English goviro- 
ment, unmindful of the pernicious coq-^ 
sequences which arise dierefirom to its 
own country, adopts, to outlaw cooi- 
merce and trade, and sabiect it to the 
arbitrary authority of English licences. 

" Gentlemen, beputies of the legis- 
lative bodv, and of the land and sea 
foices of Holland ; and Gentlemen, de- 
puties of my good city of Amsterdam^ 
tell my subjects of Holland I -feel per- 
fect^ satisfied they possessed the senti- 
ments they profess for me. — ^Tell them^ 
that I doubt not their loyal attachment, 
and depend ' on their heartily joining 
their exertions to those of the rest of 
my subjects, to reconqtier the rights of 
the sea, the loss of which five coalition^ 
incited by England, have inflicted oft 
the continent.—- Tell them, that in all 
circumstances they may reckon on o^ 
pecUhsr ^rptectioiu'' 
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« AinriTA TO TltE MITVCK OF WIGItAM. 

** SrE-*lQ my last dispatch, I had 
the boaoor to acquaint you that on the 
S6Ui the fortress of Almeida returned 
our fire till four in the ailernoon ; that 
then it ceased entirely ; tliat at seven a 
considerable explosion took place in the 
«A>rtrefts ; and that the conflagration was 
kept up during the night by our bombs 
Mid howitzers. The state of things de- 
termined me to suq^on the governor to 
•arrender, yesterday morning. He sent 
ine some officers ^o ask a cessation of 
hostilities. I made known to them the 
terms of capitulation whicl| I should 
offer. Several hours of the day were 
employed in n^ociation, wliich did not 
proHduce the success which I desired. 
1 therefore ordered our fire to recom- 
mence at eight in the evening, and three 
hours after the governor of the place 
signed a capitulation, of which [ have 
the booour to send you a copy, toge- 
ther with that of my summous. Al- 
neida is thus in the possession of his 
Majesty the Emperor and King. We 
entered it this morning at nine o'clock. 
The garris6n are prisoners of war, and 
duUl be conducted to France. We have 
Ibwid OD the batteries of the place 98 
pieces of cannon, and 17 requiring re- 
pairs^ S«0,000 rations of biscuit, 100,000 
rations of salted meat, and a great quan- 
tity of Other provisions. 

** I think it my duty to say something 
to your highness of the disposition of the 
garrison. The Marquis d'Alorma^ a 
general of division, a Portuguese, and 
several other generals or supenor officers 
of his nation, employed in the French 
vmy, approached the fo.tress while the 
negociation was going forward. They 
were recognised, from the walls, by a * 
great number of their countrymen who 
loudly expressed their satisfaction at be- 
ing freed from the yoke of the English; 
•'hich was nuich increased, when they 
learned that the Emperor had attached 
to bb service, and in their several ranks, 
the Portuguese officers who were m 
France; and that fiur from having re- 
<^Qced them to the state of humiliatioQ 
^hich the English make them feel at 
Pvetent, he had admitted them to the 
booour of fighting at his side, in bis 
|reat campaigns. 

" The horrors committed by the Eng- 
lish are deplorable : they cat down the 
^m, destroy mills, bouses, and make a 
^*rt of that unfortunate country which 
w^weraisfited to defend. Theytlms 



violate the Isiw of nationf andof#ar. 
This nation is accustomed to respect 
nothing; its Intercast for the moment i» 
its only law. 

'^ It is the division of Loison, of tht 
corps of the Duke Elchingen, which has 
carried on the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo 
and Almeida. The two other divisions 
of that corps, the three divisions of the 
second corps, and the three divisions of 
the corps'of the Duke of Abraotes, have 
not yet fired a musket. The Duke ,pf 
Abrantes is at Ledesma ; Oeneral Bjcg^ 
nier, commanding the second corps, is 
at Zarxa Mayor. The soldiers are in 
good health, the army is well provi- 
sioned, and burning with desire to teach 
the English that which we have already 
taught the division of Craufiird. The 
Emperor may rely on the bravery and 
dispositions of the anoy» as well as on 
my zeal and respectful devotion. I have 
the honour, &c. 
(Signed) ^ Masseka, Marshal, 
** Prince of Essling, Comaianider in 
Chief of the Arm v of Portugal.'' 
Tbrt Conception^ Aug, 98. 

COPY OF SUMMONS TO THE EKGLISH 
COVERHOa OP ALMEIDA. 

Camp brfore Almeida^ Aug, S7« 

«* Governor — The town of Almeida 
is in flames; all my besieging artillery is 
battering it, and the English army can- 
not come to your relief. Surrender, 
then, to the generosity of the armies of 
his Majesty the Emperor and King : I 
offer you bonoorable terms. To induce 
you to accept them, consider what took 
place at Ciudad Rodrigo, the deplo* 
ruble state in wbich that town now is, 
and the misfortunes which are reserved 
for Almeida, if you prolong an useless 
defence. 

" Receive, Governor, the assurances 
of my hig|h consideration. 

(Signed) ** MASsyNA." 

[Here follow the articles of capitu- 
lation.] 

List of stores found in the fortress of 
Almeida : — 20 busheh of flour, 300,000 
rations of biscuits, 600 fanegas of com, 
700 of rye, 2000 of Tuikey corn, 5ea 
quintals of rice, 400 arrobas of sak pro- 
visions, 12 quintals of salt provisions in 
barrels, 34 tuos of wine, at 700 bottles 
each, 2 pipes of brandy, about 700 
bottles, 20 pipes of vinegar, 50 fanegas 
of beans, 2000 fanegas of barley, 300 
fiinegas of bran, 3000 quintals of straw^ 
5000 quintals of wood^ and about 1000 
coverlids; 
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Tdritf Aug. IW — The dec^ of the 
Mh mst. if)crea8ing the duties on the 
colonini goods therein mentioned, is to 
be put in force at the Tnoment that it is 
officially received. The duties are pay- 
able without any exception whatever. 

The regulations formerly established 
respecting the importation of colonial 
produce, remain in full force, without 
any change whatever. 

According to the informotion of per- 
sons who have lately arrived from Spain, 
the principal road from Bayonne to 
Madrid is now completely free and se- 
cure; and travellers, taking merely the 
usual precautions, are not exposed to 
the slightest danger. There is no want 
of provisions ; meat, bread, vegetables, 
and wine, are to be had in abundance, 
and at a very fair ch^irge. There is ve- 
ry good accomodation in the inns, and 
the troops that are billeted on the inha- 
bitants, now meet with a favourable re- 
ception. Assassinations are no more 
beard of. It is remarkable, that for 
about a year past, a number of French- . 
men and Italians have been settled m 
the towns, along the great road, as inn- 
Iceepers, restaurateurs, &c. for the rest, 
in the north of Spain, the gendarmerie 
are very active, and take effectual mea- 
sures for maintaming the public peace : 
the brigands are pursued, and exertions 
are mad^ to exterminate them in evpry 
quarter. The most pcrfeet tranquillity 
prevails in Madrid ; the theatres are nu- 
merousl^r attended, and the people pur- 
sue their ordinary vocations. There 
kave been several bull-figbts there, since 
the begmning of July: the Spaniards 
take infinite pleasure in seeing tliis di- 
version, for which the French have no 
sort of relish. Several persons lost their 
lives upon the occasions alluded to. 

The French tlinpcror, by d decreo, 
dated at St. Cloud, the 30th of Juno, 
has extended the benefit of his de- 
cree of amnesty, of March 25, to 
seamen that have deserted, and are 
i^t present prisoners in England, or 
•in ployed on board the enemy's ves- 
sels, upon condition of their making 
a declaration of repentance within 
six months, for those employed in 
the M«'diterranean and generally on 
this side of the Cape of Good Hope; 
i^nd 18 months for those beyond the 
Cape ; and upon the further condi- 
tion of tljcir reporting themselves 



ready for service on tbcir arrival in 
the ports of France. 

The ports into which importation 
is to be permitted, are limited, by 
an order of Bonaparte, to five; name- 
ly, Oi»tend, Rouen j Rochelle, Nantes» 
and Bourdeaux. The licences is- 
sued for the admittance of vessels 
into these ports, contain the condi- 
tion, that their return cargoes con* 
sist of half wines or brandies. 



SPANISH ORDER OF BLOCKADE. 

The following royal order, dated the 
31st ult. and transmitted through the 
usunl channel to the consulate, has been 
published : — 

The council of regency no sooner re- 
ceived the unexpected and disagreeable 
intelligence of the events that have oc- 
curred, in the Caraocas, the natives 
whereof, instimited no doubt by some 
intrigilers and factious persons, have 
conmiitted the indignity of declaring 
themselves independent of the mother • 
country, rnd created a junta of govern- 
ment which exercises the pretended iii- 
dependent authority, than his Majesty 
determined upon taking the most active 
and efficacious measures to attack an 
evil so scandalous both in its origin and 
progress. But in order to proceed with 
that mature deliberation and circumspec- 
tion, which a matter of such importance 
demands, his Majesty thought it proper 
to advise thereon with the supreme 
council of Spain and the Indies. This 
has accordingly been done, and such 
mesisures have consequently been adop- 
ted, as his Majesty entertani!» no doubt 
will accomplish the object in \iew; more 
particularly ab, according to subsequent 
accounts, neither the capital and pro^ 
vince Maiacaibo, that of Coro, nor even 
the interior of Caraccas itself, have ta- 
ken part in so criminal a proceeding; 
but on the contrary, tliat they hare not 
only recog:nized the council of regency, 
but also, animated wit;i the best spirit 
in favour of the people of the murher 
country, have taken the most efficacious 
measures to oppose the absurd idea of 
the Caraccas decUmng themselves inde-» 
pendKTit, without the means of main^ 
taining their independence. liis Majesty 
has, nevertheless, deemed it indispen- 
sable to declare, as he hereby declares, 
the Province of the Corn ecus to be in m 
state of rigorous blockade; orderiagttuK 
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no TMsels shnll enter die ports tbereor, 
uoder paiiv of beiog detained by the 
cruizc^rs and vessels of his Majesty, and 
forbidding all commandants and chiefs 
civil Of military of any of the provinces 
or dominions of his Majesty, t» autho- 
rize vessels to proceed to La Guiara, or 
to grant permits or licences to any ves- 
sel bound thereto, or to any port or 
creek of the said province ; and further, 
commanding that all vessels sailing 
therefrom ivhithersoever bound, shall 
be seized, detained, and confiscated; 
and in order to carry this measure into 
effect, bis Majesty is forwarding a sutiB- 
deot naval force to prevent any vessel 
from entering or departing from the 
ports of the said province.^-His Majes- 
ty also directs that all commandants and 
chiefti of the provinces contiguous to the 
said province, do obstruct the introduc- 
tion therein of any description of provi- 
sions, arms, or stores, and likewise the 
eiportation of the productions of its 
soil or industry ; and 'that they exert 
themselves to cut off all communica- 
tions with the inhabitants of the said 
province. — ^This royal resolution does 
not extend to such provinces of that 
captain-generalship as, declining to fol- 
low the pernicious example of that of 
the Caraccas, have manifested their 
constant Odelity, by renouncing the pro- 
ject of rebellion, which has solely origi- 
nated in the unbounded ambition of 
some of the inhabitants, and the blind 
credulity of the rest ; in suffering them- 
selves to be hurried away by the inflam- 
ed pa«sions of their fellow-countrymen. 
His Majesty has taken the proper means 
ibr the coit>plete extirpation of these 
evils, and chastising the authors thereof 
with all the rigour which the rights of so- 
vereignty authorise him to exercise, if 
they do not previously make a voluntary 
submission; in which case his Majesty 
grants them a general pardon. — His Ma- 
jesty erders that these dispositions be 
drculated in his dominions for the pur- 
pose of being carried into eflfect, and also 
in foreign parts, that they may conform 
.themselves to the measures adopted for 
the blockade of tbe above mentioned 
coasts; and by order of his Majesty I 
transmit the same to your Honour for 
your infonpation, &c. 

Tbe recent nccounu from India are 
by no means of a pleasing nature. The 
dts^atisfaction which pervades our army, 
)us given eocourogemeot to some of tho 



native powers who were alone bound xm 
our dominion by force, and in varioni 
quarters tbe standard ot revolt has beea 
raised. The war in the Oude and ia 
Bundelcund was continued to the data 
of the late dispatches, and Bopal, Ko« 
trail, and many other provinces were ia 
a state of insurrection. 

Colonel Martindell's army, which bad 
marched against Ameer Khan, comprised 
the 5Sd regiment^ the first battalions of 
the 17th and 2«d, under Colonel IVAu- 
vergne ; the battalion of light compa- 
nies, under Major Kelly ; and tbe bri« 
gnde of cavalry, consisting of the Ist, 
5th, and 6th regiments, under Colood 
Fawcett, 43 European artillerymen, ten 
6- pounders, four howitzers, and a com- 
pany of pioneers. They had, on the 
29th January, arrived at Kimlassa, within 
three short marches of Seronge, die ca- 
pital of Meer Khan, and waited the ar- 
rival of hb heavy artillery (of four 18- 
pounders and four howitzers) from fiun« 
delcnnd, when it was supposed thej 
w6uld proceed to Seronge, and forming 
a junction under its waUs with Colonel 
Close, who had ad\anced from Hydra- 
bad with 10;000 men, lay siege to thai 
fortress. 

Serious disturbances took |!>Iace in the 
province of Oude at the beginning of 
this year, in consequence of the revolt 
of the Rajah of Nauparah^ a principal 
Zemindar in the Vizier's dominions. Sin 
companies of the 16th N. I. was sent 
against him, under the orders of Major 
Bird, but the enemy was so strongly 
posted, that it was found necestiafy to 
sent laeut.-Col. M'Grath with two bat« 
talions and two troops of cavalry to 
Major Bird's assistance. On tbe ap- 
proach of Col. M'Grath, the enemy 
abandoned Sicrora, and Puragpore was 
carried by assault, with the loss of Lieu* 
tenants S. Woollev and W. H. Dixon, 
1st battalion of the 9tb N. I. and 8^ 
sepoys. On the 20th of February, our 
troops were advancing from the latter 
place against the fortresses occupied by 
the rebels; and it was hoped, that 
witliin a month, the campaign would be 
terminated. 

The American brig Taaraamah is 
arrived at Falmouth, in \6 Av^y^ from 
tbe Chcsapeak. She has brought du- 
plicates of dispatches to Mr. Pinck- 
ncy, the originals of which were 
forwarded, on the 1st ult. by the 
American |loop of war Iloroei, witk 
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•ninv te Uitd disfakbet lor Gen. 
ArmstroBg in some port oC France, 
gn^ ihen proceed to England. The 
Aspaiches to Mr. Pinckney are sup- 
poiied to contain the determination 
of tbe government of the United 
States, on the terms upon which 
^Wt govemmeiit was disposed to pnt 
mik end lo the difierences between 
ibe two countries. This vessel has 
Brought several letters, which state, 
that a. squadron, consisting of 14 
i^inied vessels, of various descrtp- 
lioasybad sailed from the American 
ports, for the purpose of oausmg 
the waters and havens of the United 
States to be respected. Adra. De- 
cmtor commanded this squadron of 
obseryiation. 
4 The Gazette of the 22d. contains 

•> letter from Capt. Cockbum, of the 
Implacable, to Admiral Keats, de- 
tailing the particulars of a descent 
and successful attack, in conjunc- 
tion with the Spanish General Lascj, 
upon a strong corps of French 
taoopa posted at Mogeuer, on the 
2Sth of August The French not 
being prepared fov the visit, were 
soon driven from the town ; but ha- 
▼ing rallied in the neighbourhood, 
they attempted to regain what they 
Imd lost,, and in their turn made 
set eial desperate attacks on the Spa- 
nish line } but being worsted in eve- 
-ry attempt, they fled to Seville with 
considerable loss. — ^The Spaniards 
had about 49 killed and wounded. 

Intelligence of the capture of the 
PutcK ^ut India settlement of Am* 
hffMm is just received by the Sarah 



Christiana, homtward-bound Bast 
IndiamaO) which arrived oflP Sicily, 
on Friday last, and communicated 
with a packet, which landed the let- 
ters at Falmouth. The expedition 
consisted of threa frigates, having oa 
board detachments of the Afsdraa 
artillery, and* of the European regf- 
ments belonging to that presidency^ 
imd some maiines, making in the 
whole 400 men, commanded by 
Capt. Court of the artillery, la 
front of this force the Dutch ganv 
son, consisting of 900 men, march- 
ed out with the honours of war, and 
laid down Ibcir arms. Capt. Court 
immediately entered and took po&* 
session, and continued to hold the 
command of the place till the plea- 
sure of the superior authoritiea 
should be known. It is said that 
there were seven Dutch ships of war 
in the harbour, some of them of 
larg^ size, besides twenty transports 
richly laden. The store houses were 
filled with the spices of several years, 
collected since the beginning of the 
war. Our readers will recollect, 
that Amboyna is the settlement for^ 
merly so notorious for the horrid 
cruelties which the Dutch settlers 
exercised on the British, in order to 
get rid of all rivals in the spioe 
trade, and to engross that valuable 
branch of commerce to themselves. 
The loss of the British is stated at 
only 5 men killed, and nine men 
and one officer wounded. The cap- 
tors it is said will get 3 or 400,0001, 
prize xQoneyr 

wmemsBssam 



DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 



DISKTSSAL OF GOVERNOR ARTS. 

. Several meetings (of the magis- 
fvates of the county and the bank 
directors have taken place at the 
Cold bath-fields Prison, to investi- 
gate, by the examination of witnes- 
les, the escape of Bobt. Roberts and 



Smith, alias Harper, two notorioua 
oAendcrs. The former prisoner waa 
about to undergo a final examina* 
tion, on the charge of forgery oe 
the bank of England, and the latter 
IS a known thief, who was undergo- 
ing an imprisonn^nt for six mon^ 
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Mid who also stood indicted for 
burglary. — ^Roberts, who has lately 
tepresented himself as a bill broker, 
is the same who some time since ob- 
tained considerable sums of money 
by representing hinsself to be Eai4 
Fercy^— The escape of the two pri- 
soners is one of an extraordinary 
fiature. Their places -of confinement 
were at the extremes of a court, and 
they were perfect strangers to each 
other, as fiir as was known. — It was 
discovered that Harper had broken 
through the wall into an adjoining 
cell, which was unlocked, and in- 
stead of escaping immediately into 
the outer yard, he unlocked two 
iron gates xvhich led down the court 
to the interior of the prison, and li- 
berated Roberts, a supposed stran*- 
ger to him. These gates were found 
open, and three others which led to 
the outer yard. Notwithstanding 
there is a watchman placed within 
the prisoti, in the outer yard, and 
another without, the two prisoners 
escaped. — On Friday Mr. Churchill, 
(as the;scnior Middlesex magistrate, 
being in the chair) Mr. Aris, senior, 
his four sons, and the whole of the 
servants of the prison, wtre closely 
examined. It turned out, as was 
stated, that the two prisoners were 
not supposed to Icnow each otheri 
and that Ae whole of the gates lead^ 
ing from the confinement of Roberts, 
six in number, were found open in 
the morning, they having been mad^ 
fast at locking up time, on the pre- 
cedtfig night. The pnsoners, then 
made their escape over the wall, by 
ascending a new lodge in the prison, 
not yet finished, and when at the 
top of the wall they were supposed 
to have let themselves down by a 
rope, as a hook was found in the 
morning by Daniel Aris, the jailor's 
9on. — ^The most important witness 
Was a youth of the name of Macar, 
or M*Gar, who stated some conver- 
sation which he had overheard be- 
twixt Daniel Aris and Robert Ro- 



agai^st a party df borglats, and hts 
testimony relative to this affair, witi 
otlier circumstances of corroboration 
tending to implicate D. Aris wiA 
•having been privy to th^ escape <tf 
the prisoners, induced the magis- 
trates to commit him to New Prison 
for trial, for aiding and abetting m 
such escape* 

The youth who gave levldeace 
against Daniel Aris, was committed 
to Tbthill-fields Bridevdi, and tm 
be kept private. 

No due has yet bees had of fUv- 
berts or Harper. The evidence »- 
gainst Roberts, relative to the for- 
gery upon the bank, was quite cotr- 
elusive^ and a woman he cohabitei 
with was admitted an evidence vi 
the husiness. — It turned out that 
Roberts had been indulged witlk 
walking in the garden of the prisott, 
after he had been locked up In thii 
evening, as usual, at the same tim^ 
as the other prisoners. Nwther df 
the watchmea could give any satis^ 
fiictory account of the business.-^ 
The investigation closed with th* 
suspending of Aris, the jail-kecpcr, 
th^ ^committal of Daniel Aris, his 
son, and the dismissal of another of 
Aris's sons, a turnkey. 

Mr. Newport, from New Prisoii; 
Clerkenwell, is appointed sucoet- 
sor to AriS| at the Coldbath-fidds 
Prison. 

At a subsequent examination, ArisL 
the father has been finally dismissed 
from his office, and his son commit- 
ted for trial. Oneof thcnnagistratcs 
asking old Aris if he was not asha- 
med of his conduct, the latter re-, 
plied in the negative, on which a 
gentleman from the Bank remarked, 
that he believed Aris was a total 
stranger to any sense of shame ! 

At the late Norwich assises the 
two following tythe causes were tried. 

Baker v. Lcatkes, — This accioa 
was brought to recover damages 
sustained by the defendant's (a cler- 
gyman) leaving his tithes on the 



berts. This youth wa& ao evideQce^plantiff's Iwd daring a great part of 
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the vinter, by which the plantiif 
lost the seed growing on the same. 
The damages were laid at lOOOl. 
The defendant's counsel contended, 
that the plaintiff might have re- 
moved the tithes himself when they 
became prejudicial to him. Lord 
C. J. Mans6eld laid it down as the 
law, that if the tithe owner does not 
remove the tithes within a reasonable 
time, the farmer may remove them 
from his land, as he would do any 
other nuisance. The jury returned 
a verdict for the plaintiff. — Dama- 
ges 1501. , 

Leatkes^ Clerk, v. Long. — This 
action (brought by the gentleman 
who was defendant in the former 
case) was to recover the value of 
the tithes of about eight acres of 
wheat growing on Mr. Long's farm, 
atlleedham, in 1S08. On the part 
of the plaintiff it was contended that 
wheat &houl.d be tithed by the sheaf, 
and that the sheaves, after tithing, 
should not immediately be stacked, 
or put together, but left separate for 
a reasonable time, in order to give 
the tithe owner an opportunity of 
seeing whether the tithes were se| 
out equally or unequally, and whe- 
ther according to law or not. The 
Rev, G. Leathcs, brother to the 
plaintiff, proved that he superinten- 
ded the tithes in question, and dc^ 
posed that they were laid out in 
such a manner as not to do justice 
to his brother. I lis evidence was 
corroborated by four labouring men. 
The person who set out the tithes in 
question was called on the part of 
the defendant, but his evidence went 
merely to state, that after tithing the 
wheat the tenth sheaf was taken out, 
and presently after stacked; tliat bis 
duty was executed under the inspec- 
tion of Mr. L. and as he supposed 
with his approbation. The Lord 
Chief Justice, in his charge to the 
jury, declared his opinion, that the 
manner in which the field had been 
tithed' by the last witness was not 
according to law. The com ought to 



bo tithed in sheaves, ahd the whol^ 
field should remain in sheaves a rea- 
sonable time for the clergyman 19 
see that justice was done him; but 
in the present case it was not per- 
mitted to rest in sheaves a moment 
after the tithe was set out. He ac- 
quitted the defendant of any fraudu- 
lent intention. The only question 
for the consideration of the jury was, 
what was the single value of the 
field alluded to. — " 1 cannot, how- 
ever, (observed bis lordship) help re- 
commending to Mr. Leathes and his 
panshioners tojind S0me other meant 
of adjusting their unhappy disputes^ 
which threaten in their continuance te 
be the total overthrow of evartf reli^ 
gioui feeling, and of all that is mo* 
ral and honest in the parish.* Let the 
parties appoint some gentleman or 
clergyman who is well acquainted 
with the nature of tithes, to settle 
between them; otherwise they may 
for ever be spending their money in 
law-suits, which is certainly the very 
worst way in which money can be 
spent." — ^Thejury very reluctantly 
gave a verdict for the plaintiff, 
damages 121. 

At Maidstone Assizes, Brice v. 
Ilawke. — ^This was an action by a 
farmer against the defendant, a Re* 
vercttd Divine, for an assault. Tlicre 
was an account between the plain- 
tiff and defendant on the score of 
tithes, to adjust which they had a 
meeting at tbe public-house at Ling- 
ford, in that county. — The dcfend- 
ai\t was attended by his attorney, a 
Mr. Reynolds, who had a writ in 
his pocket for the plaintiff. After 
some discussion, the farmer produ- 
ced a book, which contained a list 
of the composition for the tithes; 
this the parson wished to possess^ 
but the other refused to give it up. 
Upon this the former seized him by 
the collar, gave him several severe 

♦ We wish the learned judge had i»» 
quired whether methodism did not floo* 
nsh in the neighbourhood, supported as 
it would actusdl/ be bv luch miputes. 
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blows on the neck and side, and 
threw him down, by which he was 
badly bruised on the side. This 
was sworn to by two witnesses, and 
in part corrobi/mted by the servant 
maid and the Landlord. — For the 
defendant Mr. Reynolds, his attor- 
ney, swore, that the plaintiff was 
never struck at all ; that in putting 
his pocket-book into his pocket, he 
slipped off his chair and fell down ; 
but Mr. G arrow, in a very able re- 
ply, treated this story as a mere fa- 
brication, and unwonhy of any cre- 
dit. — Verdict for the plaintiff— Da- 
mages 60l. 

At the Yorkshire Assize? a person 
©f the name of Lister, recovered the 
penalty of lOOl. from Mr. R. Pricst- 
iy, a gentleman of fortune, at Hali- 
fax, who was one of the collectors of 
the assessed taxes there for the year 
180(), for havinfij received more mo- 
ney from one Mr. Glcadhill, than 
he was directed by the commission- 
ers of the assessed taxes to collect. 



On Monday morning, the l24th 
instant, one of the powders mills at 
Dartford, in Kent, together with 
some adjacent buildings, blew up ; 
the report was tremendous, and was 
heard for several miles around ; in- 
deed, so terrific was its explosion, 
that it shook the earth at a distance 
of about a mile and a half, with as 
much force as an earthquake could 
have done, it is not >ct ascertained 
how many persons have suffered by 
this calamitous occasion, but the 
loss of two lives has unfortunately 
been already ascertained. This is 
the third time within these six years 
accidents of this kind have happened 
at Dartford. 

The Earl of Ormond has com- 
pounded with government his here- 
ditary office of the buileragc of wines 
in Ireland, supposed to* produce 
12,0001. per annum, for the sum of 
200,0001. the interest of which is to 
be secured in perpetuity to the suc- 
cessors of that ancient title ! 
\gt. Tin, 



A sinj^ular ca<c of distress was 
disclosed a,f>w days since: — A cii^ 
nite, possessed of a living in Caer- 
marthenshire, amoi'mting to 351. per 
annum, upon which he had to sup*- 
port a wife and tlircc small children, 
WHS sworn to at the Queen's -square 
Police Office, as a deserter from the 
York Rangers. It appeared^by the 
declaration of this unfortunate cler- 
gyman, that real distress was the 
cause of his enlisting, in order to 
obtain the bounty towards the sup- 
port of an affectionate wife and 
children ! 

. Th<> disgraceful practise of duel- 
Jinsj. has unusually prevailed of late. 
— ^One was foui^ht a few days since 
at Moulsey Ilurst between Captain 
Hants and Mr. CoFeshall, a gentle- ^ 
man of some notoriety on the turf, 
in consequence of a dispute relatiN'e 
to some trivial bet at Eghani Races. 
After exchanging two shots, the 
captain was dangerously wounded 
in the left breast, and his antagunist 
has escaped. — Another duel was 
fought on Putney Heath, between 
Mr. Payne, the banker, and a Capf 
Clarke : the former received his an- 
tagonist's ball in the groin. Mcnli- 
cal aid being at hand, the wounded 
|)erson had the most prompt assis- 
tance. About 11 o clock the ball 
was extracted by Mr. Hcavivide ; 
but Mr. Payne died of his wounds 
at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. — Mr. 
George Payne was the younger son 
of the late Rene Payne, E^q. who 
left him his fortune, to the amount 
of 14,0001. a-year. By that settle- 
ment, the whole property now de- 
volves to the eldest son of the de- 
ceased, except 5001. a year to his 
widow, and 10,0001. to his younger 
children. Mr. Payne has left four 
children by his amiable wife, who 
was a Miss Gray. The cause of tha 
duel IS truly melancholy. The chal- 
lenge took place a few days ago at 
Scarborough, but the quarrel wag 
of a more distant date. The orphan 
daughter of the late Dr. ^ark, of 
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Newcastle, -waa tiie Wend of Mr*. 
Payne, and a visitor in the family. 
An unfortunate attachment took 
place between Mr. Payne and Miss 
Clerk, and transpired, which the ir- 
ritated feelings of the brother forced 
him to resent. Every means were 
tried by Mr. John Payne the elder, 
brother of the deceased, to averi the 
catastrophe, but in vain. Mr. G. 
Payne was most exemplary in all 
his conduct through life, except m 
this fatal attachment. He was a 
most liberal and amiable man. He 
had whispered to his second, Mr. 
Abbott, that he should not return 
Mr. Clark's fire ; but the first shot 
was mortal.— Capt. Clark has fled. 
"T-A third duel was fought at Had- 
dington, between Capt. Rutherford, 
pf the 25th regiment, and Mr. Ca- 
ll ill, the surgeon ; who, in conse- 
quence of a misunderstanding which 
took place in the mess-room, met in 
a field near that town, with their 
seconds, and exchanged two shots, 
by both of which Capt. Rutherford 
was wounded, and died soon after- 
ward. Mr. Cahill has in conse- 
quence, disappeared. 

Whilst the sovereign, the legisla- 
ture, and the people of this country, 
remain indifie.'entto this horrid prac- 
tice, a law for its suppression has 
passed in Virginia. The punish- 
ment of the surviving duellist (if his 
antagonist die within three months) 
the aiders, abettors, and counsellors 
thereof, arc to^ suffer death by hang* 
fng. The challenger,, or person ac- 
cepting the challenge, is declared 
incapable ever of holding or being 
elected to any ofike of profit or 
ti'ust, civil or miltury, within tho 
territory. 

The following is said to be the 
terms of the new engajjement, for 
three years, into which M. Catalani 
has entered with the Opera Manager, 
YJz. 35001. for performing 35 nights, 
with, two benefits in each season, 
^ and private boxes. She is certainly 
a ^eat performar; but thasv ara 



enormous terms, and sufficient t* 
bring ridicule upon the nation. 

Be//in^.-^During the time of tha 
association known by the name of 
** Brookes's club*' met at Almacks^ 
and since its establishment in St. 
James's street, a regular book wan 
kept of the wagers laid by the differ 
rent members, 'as well as of the suum 
won or lost at play, which were car* 
ried to the accounts of the respective 
parties with all the forms of mercan* 
tile precision. Some of these wagers, 
as they shew the opinions of persons, 
who shone so conspicuously i4i polir 
tics, upon the particular subjects to 
which they allude, may be consider- 
ed at least as interesting as many of 
the jiaa with which the public ava 
sometimes entertained. — " March 11, 
1774, Lord Clermont has given Mr. 
Crawford lOgs. upon the conditioa 
of receiving 5601. from him, when- 
ever Mr. Charles Fox shall be worth 
100,0001. clear of debts. Lord Nor- 
tington bets Mr. C. Fox, June 4, 
1774, that he (Mr. C. F.) is. not 
called to the bar before this day four 
years. March 11,1775, Lord Bo- 
lingbroke gives a guinea to Mr. C. 
Fox, and is to receive a thousand 
from him whenever the debt of 'this 
country amounts to 171 millions! 
]\lr. Fox. is not to pay the lOOOgs. till 
he is one of his Majesty's cabinet. 
August 7y 179^9 ^^r- Sheridan bet« 
liord Lauderdale and Lord Thanet 
SOgs. each, that pailiament will not 
consent to any more lotteries, after 
the present one voted to be drawn in 
l^bruary next.*' 

Ey an account of the increase and 
dihiinution of the number and a- 
mou^^t of all salaries, emoluments, 
and expences of all publio ofiiccs in 
Great Britain, laid before the housf 
of Commons, it appears, that^ 

In 1809, (he increase Z. f. d- 

was 112,177 19 8} 

The dioiinution . . 17,<3^1 4 ll| 

9aVjin9eofiQ«rea«e . 94,406 14 
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k taiO^ tlie incraiM 

was 126^094 1^ ij 

The diminudoa « . J 7^76 16 lo| 

BdliiQce of increase . 108,«17 16 2J* 
'Fbe fmll in the price of English 
doth is perhdps the greatest ever 
Inown. The finer sorts from Wilt- 
ibire, which last year were sold at: 
two guineas per yard, ar^ not now 
worth 28s ; and at some late sales 
It the Auction Mart, some of the 
best superfine clothsr did' not feick' 
iboTe24$. 

Acounts from all pai't^ of the 
country agree in statin^ the abund- 
dant crops of different grain ; and' 
which has been well got in : and the 
late favourable weather ha^ tended- 
to lower the price of hay veiy con- 
«Hlt?faWy, the second cutting Being 
«> fine in quality arid qusmtlty, as 
to atone; in a great' degree, for the 
deficiency of the first crop. The 
price has already fallen about two 
guineas per load, and when the sow- 
ing season is* 0wr it will probably 
krnnich lower. 



Duhl'my Sept. 17. 

The Midsummer Quarter Sessions 
Crand Jury of the city of Dublin have 
pasMd the following resolotion. 

** Retolred, That nothing can make 
** ihb country prosperous, and the peo- 

* pie of all ranks happy, but an honest 
*' resident parliament, that can inouire 
" into and relieve their wants ; ana we 

* call upon our present faidiful repre- 
" iieiitativcs, the nght hon. Henry Grat- 
'* Un, and Robert Shaw, Esq. to be un- 
' wearied in their endeavoqrs to have 
" Its iej^lature restored to this ill-fated 
•* country.^ 

A deputation from the Grand Jury 
having waited on Mr. Gratton and Mr. 
Shaw, tlte representatives for the city- of 
DnUin, with the address, those gentle- 
ami returned the following answers : — 
** SepUmber t6, 1810. 

** Gevtlemek — 1 must be ever inte^ 
" rested in what affects my fellow-cili- 
"zens. Without going minutely into 
" the caases of their compk^ints, I beg 
^tD asMire them, that I was an enemy 
^ to the extinguishment of the Irish par- 

* liMamti anomtolbt »'£rieiMl to it» 



'* restoration. I have the honenr to b« 
** your most faithful bumble servant, 
" Henry Grattak." 
*• Merrion-square, Sept. 15, 1810. 

** Gentlemen — I had the honour of 
** receiving the resolution of the Quarter 
*' Sessions Grand Jury for the county of 
" the city of Dublin. I shall have much 
** gratification in obeying the wishes of 
*' my constituents on the subject ; antf 
^ have the honour to be. Gentlemen^ 
** your most obedient and obliged hum* 
** ble servant, 

•' Robert Shaw.*^ . 

The inhabitants of Dubhn have held 
a meeting for the purpose of drawing 
tp a petition to the Lord LieutenanV 
requesting his Grace to suspend the col- 
lection of the additional tax upon win* 
dows nntil the meeting of parliament, 
in consequence of* the unprecedented 
manner in which that tax was hurriec^ 
through the legislature. 

UEtTIXO TO CONSIDER OF A REPEAL 
OF THE UNION. 

Dublin, Sept. 18. 

At an early hour this day the Royal 
Exchange was filled yfiih a numerous- 
assemblnge of the most respectable free- 
men and freeholders of the city of Dub- 
lin, and at half-past twelve o'clock Sir 
James Riddal (one of the sheriffs) took 
the chair. At his entrance he was 
greeted with the most enthusiastic plau- 
dits, which continued for near a quarter 
of an hour before the business of the 
day could be commenced. Such was the 
enthusiastic gratitude which moved eve- 
ly heart at the moment, in admiration 
of the virtues of our incorruptible s.he- 
riif, that he was obliged to supplicate 
them by gesture (for words could not be 
heard) to sutler the fervour of their feel- 
ings to subside. 

The pressure of the crowd became so 
great, and the struggle to get near the 
chair became so violent, that Sir James 
Riddall found it necessary lo call x)n 
them in the following words : — "Gen- 
tlemen, I humbly request order — if you 
act peaceably and orderly, you will 
confound your enemies, and must ulti- 
mately triumph over them by carrying 
your point ; but if you act disorderly, 
be assured, tliat yoor own exertions nod 
the exertions of your friends in behalf 
of this distressed and afHicted country, 
must be unsuccessful, and you will in- 
dubitably lose the object which you^ 
have in view.'' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



iU 



Domestic InlelUgmct, 



[«PT. 



This appeal Imd an instantaneous ef- 
fect — the tumult iinmediatelv cea«ed. — 
Sir James then appointed P. \V. Con- 
way, Esq. 8t*cretary to the meeting, who 
read the requisition of the quarter ses- 
sions grand jury, and also the requisi- 
tion oi' the principal freeinen and free- 
holders of ihe city of Dublin, (as it ap- 
peared in the former nam hers of The 
Vublin Eveuing Post). — Here the re- 
coHection i)f the patriotic conduct of the 
Tirtuous sheriff, when contrasted with 
the evasive and pitiful conduct of h\s 
colleague, (who had refused to call the 
meeting) excited fresh bursts of applause; 
but at length the Sherit}' having, after 
tepeated attempts to restore silence, 
obtained a hearing, with that candour 
which has always characterised his con- 
duct, addressed them again. " Gentle- 
** men, it is confidently said by your 
* enemies, that this meetmg has been 
'* orgaiifzed by a faction ; but 1 am de- 
" termined to vindic4ite the purity of 
** your motives, and to shew them that 
*' I shall not act with partiality, I am 
" determined to hear every man ; and I 
" again say, ih«t every man who dis- 
*' seats from me -may expect a patient 
** hearing." 

Mr. Hjutton.-^SW, I feel myself called 
on to come forward thi»day, to move a 
petition to the Kii»g, and another to par- 
liament, for a rep»-i»i of the act of Union, 
in consequence of the part which I took 
in the discussion f»f the question in C)c- 
tober last. I find it necessary to lay 
claim to your attention from a sense of 
the inadequacy of my abihties to do 
justice to bO important a caiJ>e, and I 
hope to experience your cuiidour tiws 
day,' because I know ihat an af pe:il is 
never made in vain to the ht-ans of 
Irishmen. This meeting has not licen 
convened for the purpose n:ipuitd to u», 
oi severing this country from Kughind, 
, but to sljew to the «orid that we love 
British connexion, and our Knig; for ity 
8ir, we wished to sever this country from 
£ngland, we would never ba\e called 
the meeting, but suffered Ireland to 
have continued in dissatisfaction and 
misery, until the resentment for her 
wrongs would inevitably lead lo a dis- 
union — If wp wished for connnotion, 
we would suffer diiicontent to continue 
its progress ; but our views are hones; — 
we wish alone to preserve tl.e British 
4:ooi)exion. You all know what pro- 
Oiiies were held outot the time of the 
UoioD — great capital was ptomibed-^ 



Dublin was to be n free port — Cork » 
naval port — the education of the poor 
of the country was to be attended lo — 
and the claims of the Iloman catholics 
for emancipation were to be taken ex- 
peditiously into that consideration which 
could not be fafely given to it in a 
native parliament. Has any one of 
these promises been fulfilled ? Has Bri- 
tish capital visited here? Is Dublin a 
free port ? Is Cork a naval port ? Or 
has the education of the poor of the 
land received that attention which it 
deserved? The Roman Catholics have 
petitioned for emancipation, but hav^ 
their claims been granted? We have 
not the mad project of uniting to Frunce^ 
or of destro>iiig the British connexion : 
we only wish to be restored to what we 
were in the year 178^ : we do not wi^h 
to attorn Ireland to Bonaparte, but wish 
to support most firmly the tbronc of 
Great Britain. I wish for independence, 
but wish also to support the throne of 
Kngland. I must say again, that I 
should not now ha\*e the honour of ad- 
dressing you, if I had not been pushed 
forward an ac(?ount of mv feeble edbrts 
in the Common Council of the City; 
and ( shall conclude by Raying, let ut 
shew the world that we love the King^ 
and only want the constitution of 1789, 
without which there can be no happi- 
ness for Ireland. — I move you. Sir, 
" That a committee of nine gentlemen 
be appointed to prepare a petition to 
the Kin<r, and another to the house of 
Comnmris, ior the Repeal of the Act of 
Union." 

The following Gentlemen were then 
named : — 

Mr. Ilutton, Mr. McDonnell, Mr. 
Ashcohurst, Coun?elloi 0'('«»;if»ell, Mr. 
Ambrose Moore, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Far- 
rell, Mr.NicholasMahqn, Mr. M*Bride. 
When, after simie discussion, the 
chairman of tlie committee read a peti- 
tion, in substance as follows : — 
To the Jlonourable the Commons of thi 
V nit cd Kingdom of Great Brttutn and 
Jtrtuhdt the Petition </, 4 '• 4<^« 
That your petitioners leeliug, as they 
have ever felt, the warmest attachment, 
to British connexion, and (from a con- 
viction of their excellence) to the prin- 
ciples of the British constitution, in sup- 
p«Mt ot which they have shed their blood 
and e\luiti«ted their treasure; and anx- 
ious only that those si\crifices shall not 
have been made in vain; most humbly 
present theoj^lves h^tovi ilU Utuutv 
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ablehoase, beseeching it, astheconstU 
tutional guardian of the British empire^ 
to take iuto its most seriuus cunsidera* 
tion the consequences result ing from 
that legislative union, which in the year 
1800, was enacted between Great Bri- 
taio and Ireland. And your petitioners 
the more earnestly beseech this. honour- 
able house now to enter on this invest!* 
gation, because it was an '* increase of 
the great, -solid, and extensive bene6ts,*' 
were promised to this country, and " an 
immense addition, and consolidation- of 
interest, strength, and aflectiou." To 
the empire at large, " a measure whjch 
was to counteract the resdeas machi- 
nations of an inveterate enemy, to calm 
all discussions, to allay all animosities, 
and dis&ipate all jealousies;" which was 
to cooununicate to the uistcr kingdom 
** the benefits of the capital and indus^ 
try of Kniijland,'* and give to her ♦' a 
full participation of the commerce and 
constitution of Great Britain.*' 

Y4»ur petitioners consequently entreat 
the honourable house to ioqujie ichcthcr 
that measure, which Ins now been nut 
to the decisive test of experience, has 
iji any degree fultilled, or whether it is 
calculated to fulfil, the sanguine expec- 
tations of its advocates — and whetlier 
its repeal has not been indispensibly ne^ 
cessary A>r the accomplishment of those 
\irTy ends for which its enactment was 
made a pretext ? 

Tiiat your petitioners humbly conceive 
a revisal and repeal of the legislative 
union between Great Britain and Ire- 
land^ irresistibly called for by the 1(>1- 
lowing, amongst other Considerations : — 

Because, from the earliest establish- 
ment of English dominion in this coun- 
try, to the year 17B^ a resident par- 
liament was by the British Kings dceiued 
necessary, and alone competent to un- 
derstand its wants, to encourage its re^ 
sources, and promote its interests. 

Because, the government of England, 
srhile it could controul the proceedings 
of the Irish legislature, never proposed, 
or rectmimended to the consideration o\' 
either a legislative union between the 
two countries; but that when compelled 
to renounce that controul, and hually 
declare the parliament of Ireland inde- 
pendent, tlie minister of England never 
ceased to plot its exiioclion — and con- 
sequently, that the real motive for ai; 
imion was, not the mutual benefit of the 
two countries, but the trouble and dijfi- 
4ultj^ <jf tmnaigin^ aa independent pat' 



liamentf and the desire of procuring tm 
increase of' influence in that rf Great 
Britain / 

Because, the momeot seized on by 
the British minister for the accomplish* 
m6nt of his views, was that least fitted 
for a calm discussion and fair invest^a-/ 
tion of the merits of any serious and inn 
partial p«ditical quesrion ; and because, 
even under such unfavourable circunn 
stances, tlie means employed to e&xt 
it were most corrupt and iniquitous. 

'Because, the parliament of Ireland 
*' being delegated to make laws, not le- 
gislators,*' could not transfer their legis- 
lative authority without the express 
sanction and approbation of their con- 
stitueuts; aud that a decided majority* 
of the constitutional body was hostile la 
the measure is evident, from their peti* • 
tions against it ; and from the fact,.that' 
the minister, even after his defeat, fenvtd' 
to appeal to the sense of the people bjr 
a dissolution of the then refractory par- 
liament. . 

And your petitioners submit,, that &• 
decided was the opiniou of the Irish. 
people, respecting the incompetency of 
the Irish pailiaroent to enact the raea* 
sure of Union, aud so strong tlieir ab- 
horrence of that measure, and their, 
conviction that they could not, in the< 
laiigiiage of the immortal and constita- 
tioiial Locke, be bound btf any laws but. 
such ai are enacted by those whom thcf 
have chosen and auUutrised to nmke them\ 
— that an appeal to heaven must in all 
probability have been the inevitable conse^ 
guenccj but /or the preconcerted horroTB 
of' the preceding rebellion / 

Because the rapid improvement of 4 
Ireland, mider an independent parlia- 
ment, together with the annexed state-/ 
meat, must demonstrate, that the inte- 
rests of tiie comitry were much better 
understood, and its resources better- 
managed by an Irish than an Imperial 
parliiHueni. 

During the seven years' war, from- 
1793 to 1300, the national debt, under 
an Irish parliament, increased but twen- 
ty millions. 

During seven years war, from 180A 
to 1810, the national debt, under aa 
imperial parliament, has increased forty. 
miihoiiH. 

During thv year 1798, a year of fo- 
reign invadion and domestic rebellion, 
the expt^ndiiiire of Ireland, under aa 
L'lsh parliament was but four oullious* 
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Ar SFD^ wtift so eAplovMi, at tM> let^ 
^o ftppreb«nsion <m either invasion or 
wt^wioD^ b«r eifptfadnnn try an impe* 
#ia) psrtiaoieoc was ten miUioo^five biuP 
ikeff thaosafid poandsi 

TW dirbt of Irelaaa*ni i9l9S^ WM^ to 
Ae ikUt of Gs^at Britaisu, ap one to ontf 
fcDDdred> and k now at' odo to seteo, 
attd mce tbo ttoioo; bar increated in 
proportion to tlie debt of Great Britain^ 
at one to two^^wkeMoSy bad tho rel»* 
lire petoarcet of tbe two ooantries" been 
jwii; estimated at tbe eoactmont of tbat 
BwjaMire^ tbe proportion tbould bav« 
bcet^as two toseventeefti 

And voui< petitiooert cannol but coiH' 
oeive tbit stoteitfeiit tbe mora irte^ttibly 
oundutive in fa^rour of a' repeal of tbe 
Uoioo^ inusnincb at tbr wftrmett min>^ 
«atis of tbac meotnre, eter BMintaiaed: 
tke aft>wcd and notofiout cormptiofi of 
tbe Itisb parliameix at tbe ttitongest ar« 
foment i^wst iti^ ooacttnenU* Yoof 
petitiooert tberetbre submit to tbe good 
ansirof this hoaoitnible boote> wb^ber 
sistiH more economical oElanagemetit of 
IHskreiDiircei^ and -a stiU more enlarged' 
vnderstaifdingof Iriftb ioterettty are^not' 
to be espect^ from a reformed legiiliK 
ture, $ticU at mast exist in Ireland on' 
tftrepeal of tbe Union, all tbe Irisb ob* 
jeottotMhle borougbt being now extinct 
Iff porcbase. 

Becoute^ tbe Imperial parliammi is 
oompotcd of members, iive-sixths of 
«boi«* never bave visited Ireland, or 
ao^iiired any persoaal knowledge of the 
l^fHat and- cbaracter of itt inbabkatitt 
— of their warttt and grievances ; be* 
iMiscr one-Bixth of even the lri5b repre>- 
teutatftet are neither natives' of that' 
ckMatfy^ nor have ever set foot on Irisb 
groMid; and beoause by consequence 
tbrailUtrs of Ireland are neglected and 
ffitt^tfianagedy at Iter ioterestt disre- 
l^ded. 

Because, tlie promises officinHy an« 
nftvmced to this country h? the British 
illinibter, as the grounds upon which he 
vemsfed to propose the Union, and 
which, though not inserted among its 
^ articles^ were considered by the Iribh 
pipopte as' equally binding, were for^ut'- 
ten by lMm> disuuned by his succes- 
sors, and disregarded by the imperial 
pnrliaioent. 

Because, the dangers and dtstresset 
of Ireland have ever taken their chief 
nse* from tbe ftilowing, among other 
evik: from tbe ismtteui^u of its laud- 



Ibrtf^ttf ttl^Wenateaad-dMffm^^tMfr 
t^nantl^; fhim the ftirei^ expenditin^ 
dftlie conntt^, <^ul«d: hyitb ai^seviteei^ 
and itr foreigtf iStoflmial debt ; fVoot iti 
consequent wtim of capital,' of tratle( 
lind tranquillity -* becmite aft tbes% 
tODtces of poteity and- discontent (lav^ 
bieen, and ever rtiust be, tncr'eased akid 
itniltiplied by a legt!ilative union bet%veett 
the two countties-^^nd because, upoit 
a- removal or allevlatioti of these evils^ 
md upon a Allftlment of tbe prortTitei 
made to tb^ nation, depisnd'the sttf^y 
of Ireland, itt future attacbtrieut to tbo 
Orowti of Great Britain, and tbe iikidMit# 
security of the em))ire. 

That your petitioners, in Gonciosmn, 
beg to stale to your honourable boOse, 
tl«t having, from 1788 to 180(>, expe" 
Henoed the beneficial ejects' i^soltirig 
frnm a resident ahd indepc^idMIt parlia- 
itient^ and having tiow for ten yeiirs felt 
tbe operative influence of Britt^ legil^ 
lation, they are impelled; fH>ra tbe re'* 
collection of tbe past, wnd naid expe- 
rience of tbe present, to caress tbHi* 
conviction to tliii honourtible boose, 
tbat the very serious disiHe'SseB* of tb<* 
Irish people, dud tbe dan^^ to wblcir 
tbe country is conseqttentty ^posed', 
are principally to be attributed to th«^ 
fimnt of a resident legislature ; as yoaf 
petitioners, in expressing tbts conviction, 
are confident tbat, if admitted to tfa^ 
bar of the b<iuse of conMnbns, they sbalf 
be able to prove tbits ftdl satislactlon 
tbat sucb is the real source of the na^ 
tional distress ; and tbat to the- repeal of 
tbe legislative Union can thrpeop4eof 
this country took as tbe only emcienr 
n^eans of etfccting its present rdief, of 
procuring its future prosperity, and se-' 
curing its permanent connectioit witlif 
Great Britain. 

Mr. 0*Car^e// seconded the motion^ 
in a speech replete witbsomid afgument* 
and impressive eloqoencp. He tmstAf 
that the importance of tbe questv^ be- 
fore the meeting vt-ould be a snfiicienf 
apology for his addressing the as^ieot* 
bJy, though from his own personal feel-' 
ings he WBS disqualified from defiveriog* 
bis sentiments as he could wish on tho^ 
occasion. He then adverted to tbe pr^* 
sent situation of the country, to iff «a^ 
fermg and ttarvwg tnanufaetureri, to n* 
national bankruptcy, labouring vntk «i^^ 
fortunes crushing the peopk to the earth* 
— menaced with a hostile invasion of' on' 
unrelenting foe^ the enemy of the libera 
tia (f the worlds threatening to^ otfi* 
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tbete accumuiation of horron^ me arc 
•old of 4he ** ^rowiag |Mr<M^Myi^'' of Ire- 
Und ! WUat jaas hi^u ^ poosequeuoc 
of ibe UniQir? SiociB ^t act passed, 
ivhiob cgrrted froBO Iria^n^eii tbcdr libera 
ty, we Jiave had two special coomm- 
aiona, and one rebellion. That 19 io one 
part «f lUe feistory of that me^wret. 
vliich was to produce j»U pfJSslWe ble«r 
fiiigs. The consequeaces of the Uiiioa 
itad beeii (oreseen : they had b^een sta- 
led. He would take it from th^ s(a(«* 
wwit of John Foster bipuself ; *'ho^ bad 
foretold <bese consequences; who ^^ 
iived to see these consequences realised; 
^d ^bo had himself h^mi iostrunaeiUtl 
M the cealiuatiofl of tbein. WbtH right 
Juud the parliaipeat of Ireland, Mr. She- 
fiff, to trsoisrait ys to a foreign Wgisl^- 
ture far ever f They were only our de- 
le$ratjed representatives — delegated for 
the preservation of the liberty pf Ire? 
land, it was their duty to do ojur bus*- 
ne^^ — they had no power on earth to 
^ote us away ; they were to looik to the 
interests of the country — they had 00 
•uthoritv, they had no right to vote its 
and our children to perpetual servitude, 
-^Do not rely on what I saj' ; I ^o not 
wish you to take the descnption of the 
tfiects of the Union from me* I have a 
higher authority for you : I appeal to 
what his Majesty's present Attomev- 
Oeaerai, Mr. Saurin, said on the sub- 
ject, and what he felt, when, in that 
Tcry house of Comraons that made a do- . 
oation of us and our liberty to another 
country, he hesitated whether the wwr 
mire thould mot be retisted hy force / I 
will apipeal to the lang^iage of that 
learned character— -I will appeal to th6 
language of the late Lord Chancellor 
PooSonby; to the present Solicitor-Ge- 
neral, Mr. Bushe; and to that excellent 
patriot, Mr, Plunke.tt. Did not that 
found lawyer and excellent man say, 
the measure was unexampled— ^was a 
wrong measure— was a flagrant injustice 
to Ireland ? If such a measure was at 
that period a crime, shall we be now 
told, that crimes, like wine, grow bet- 
ter for growing older, and that after ten 
years they are roolliiied into innocence } 
It is a duty that every man owes to his 
family, to his country, (I would almost 
say to bis God,) to give his eSbrta and 
bis energies towards a repeal of that 
abominable act of Union ! * Where is the 
man that the sacred name of tn»hind 
does not strike to the beaft^ Shew «ie 
the osaa to whom the name of Irehiad is 



jpot.Hoar. To yon, 9k ^uniMitttd^L 
i aeed not4ip}:dy. ¥ou baae '«xUhital 
tto yckuf /^Uo«v-eitiMm«(hat«a Ifisbnudi 
cian ^K-<i-How was the UokaiohtniMMaff 
llow wa^ the Irish pftrlcament itt^lea 
iwm U8?-^t was Aot on Aoy '<dtsa»- 
.Unus battle her liberty was dovea down/' 
^ was not crushed by Ihe Ibree tif 4i0 
febeUtqn, that was f»»€»ted, w aw cd ^y 
£>m«nt«dfor tlie purpose of carrying tXm 
Vnionrt^ yeomsniy and thenulkia p«( 
4ofVD that rebellion; lliey evtuoed their 
lo^fdty ftnd tlieir att^dunefit t« thck* 
Knig. The ^c^oiler caste, iijue ti« 
tliieif in the night, iM)d stole ilie pMv 
«ious gem. It auras by sowtog diftsci^ 
jtion hetween Irishmen—^sy ^ividiii^ 
jrisimieo from each other: it was hf 
ceparating the^rotesrant firom 4be Eo- 
napn catholic: it was by tettieg the fwes- 
hyterian aguinathis MewM^oiMitryHMMs 
k WAS hy caluminating os: st vras hjr 
telling us so epnstantly that are hateA 
each other, that nX last w« were almoat 
led to helieve it. It was by dint, dtaf 
England owes us dits day her wry ev^l^ 
tence.. 0<»t of one hundred and 4 wentm 
ihoumnd wsen fighting her battles, iba«K 
God, $eventy ihmaand of them are irish- 
men I — If the country was even repre- 
sented fidly in the imperial parliament, 
what could their unifced talents do a* 
gainst hve hundM:d and fifty? Wo«UI 
they be able to cmitruul such a force, 
who know nothing of us, and cure lepsf 
What is the fact?— more than twenty oT 
our representatives know Ireland onlf 
by name; Ireland knows them not.— ^ 
What know we of Jamtn Stephemt^ of 
Andrew $truhan KingU printer^ ^^ricnf 
Martin, Kin^^i ctmntelj CkarUs Pochin^ 
and (be remaining twenty of our reprc 
$enteitiveif as they are called? Vet 
what have they of Irishmen about tbemf 
••—We are not represented— the busitiest 
of England is too unwieldly — slie can* 
not manage both. The English adrnmU 
stration cannot do the business of Ire* 
land-<r4hey want a perfect knowledge of 
her local situatxm and circuinstancsesu 
I do not .admire the present adinis^istfrn* 
tion of England^rl think meanly of them 
—but I do not think they would ha«a 
insulted us with the language of*'groti« 
^' ing prosperity f they would no* bavo 
put m the mouth of the Kins aueh an 
observation, in a speech said to have 
been made by hkn, if they had not be«Ni 
ignorant of the fact— they took their 
idea of the " growing prosperity" of Ire- 
Uadp &0fa the atsertioq of a foreigner, 
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Ar Francis BTTernois, who undertook, 
in a book he published, to establish the 
fact. — What man m this country would 
'#oroe forward and support ihe measure 
»f the Union? I «hoold like to see what 
tort of beast he was. I have not seen 
m man whh sufficient audacity to do so. 
If the crime of the Union has affected 
«s» why is it that^ve millions of voices, 
frem Cnpe Clear to like Giant's Cause- 
way, have tK>t shouted for a Repeal of 
^e Union ? It would reacK the ears of 
our sacred Sovereigu, and would be cer- 
•tain to insure us that relief which is only 
^a be consolidated by restoring to us 
our Irihh King, our Irish Lords, and our 
Irish Ilojise of Commons. — ^Mr. Connell 
then proceeded at considerable length, 
-comnienting on* the fatal effects of the 
Union, in a strain of eloquence and lo- 
gical arrangement, which the lateness 
of the hour^ and our anxiety to give to 
iihe public a sketch of his sentiments, 
tenders it impossible to do justice to at 
present. — On concluding, he declared 
lo hi? God, that if Mr. Perceval would ^ 
enter into a treaty with bira, and' say, 
that provided Mr. O'Connell would con- 
cent to a re-eoaotion of the Penal Code 
•gainst the catholics, that the Act of 
Union should be repealed, Mr. 0*Con* 
Hell forcibly and energetically exclaimed, 
•* I declare to God, I would accept the 
copditions.** — 

[Sir James Riddall, averting to the 
expression used by Counsellor 0*Con- 
nell, of an ** Irish King,*' requested the 
frenlleman to explain what ideas be an- 
nexed to the words, in order to prevent 
misrepresentation from getting abroad] 

" Sir, I am happy that you have call- 
ed orvme for explanation — it has fallen 
to my lot, as part of my professional 
pursuits, to study the antiquities of my 
«»untry ; and I am happy to say, that 
our present King has a title to his throne^ 
derived from a period anterior to the 
genealogy of any other .monarch in Eu- 
iDpe. He is Ring of England by des- 
cent, as well as by a free Hubiasaed 
election; and he derives, Sir, though 
you may not know it, he derives. Sir, 
bis title from Henry II. who obtained 
his title from the ancient Prince?* of Ire- 
land, and thus he is, in the true sense 
of the word, an Irish King." 

Mr. Ai'Afl%, with his usual argu- 
mentative energy, supported the opinious 
•fMr.O'CoDnell. 



After Mr. &€mnell haid ooncluded 
his speech, 

•Sir James Kiddall put the questions 
separately, that the Address and Peti- 
tion should stand, the address and peti- 
tion of the meeting ; which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Hutton then proposed that a com- 
mhtee of 21 be chosen as a standing 
committee, to co-operate with the other 
meetings throughout the kingdom; which 
WAS unanimously agreed to, and a com- 
mittee was appointed accordingly* 

Mr. N. Mahon, after a very bnnd<* 
some eulogiura upon his Grace tlie Duke 
of Richmond, whom he wished particu*- 
larly to consider as distinct from the 
present administration, moved a reso- 
iutton of thanks 'to his Grace, for bli 
conciliating and impartial conduct at 
Chief Governor, and for ll»e jcncourage- 
ment he had afforded to the manufac- 
tures of Ireland. The resolution wat 
received with very distinguished appro^ 
bation, and was carried unanimously. 

Sir James Uiddall having left tlie 
chair, and Robert Shaw, Esq. M. P. 
being called -thereto, the thanks of the 
meeting were unanimously voted to Sir 
James, for his independent and consti- 
tutional conduct in calling the meetin*, 
and for the excellent manner in which 
he had presided in the cimir; aiid tliat 
a piece of plate, value 100 guineas, 
should be presented to him ; which was 
carried nnanimoubly. 

A resolution intended to be brought 
forward, expressing a strong censure 
upon the conduct of Sir Edward Stan- 
ley, was, at the particular solicitation 
of Sir James Riddall, relinquished. 
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THB WAH. 

VY £ are oow in the eighth year of the war, with Praoce^ or more 
properly speakiDg, the eighteenth year ; as tlie very short iotervp) 
of peace cannot be considered in any other light than a truce, during 
which the British minister of the day, was eiploring for some plain 
lible pretence to renew the war, and who, as he had no just cau9i 
for such renewal, after inventing the pretence of the vast anoamenta 
going forward, more particlarly in the ports of Holland, (shortly 
afterwards acknowledged by even his supporters to be only a pre* 
tence) at once broke the treaty of his own framing ; and with equal 
arrogance and injustice compelled France to take up arms, thus re* 
pianging his country in a new war, followed by calamities, now 
thickening upon us, and of which we have no prospect of a termiua* 
tioD, or even of a diminution. 

The only material object which our mmbfers appear to have had 
m view for the past twelvemonths is the deliverance of Spain and 
Portugiil ; but in their endeavours to accomplish this object, th^ 
with then- favourite general. Lord Wellington, have confined tbent- 
lelves to defensive operations, trusting principally to the inliabitanta 
to deliver themselves from the government imposed on them by 
France. 

Our minbterial writers have for some months past strove hard to 
feconci(e us to perseverance in a war, which has long ceased to 
have a rational object of pursuit : if the limitation or curtailment 
of the power of France still be the object, it seems less likely to 
be accomplished than ever. The close of every campaign has found 
France increased in dominions, in power, and in influence, and wc 
are much mistaken if the close of the present campaign will provo 
Biaterii|11y difierent. 

The fulsome panegyrics which have been uniformly bestowed oa 
Lori Wellington, from the moment of his volutitary enlistment ia 
ih$ service of ministers, and Eagerly engaging in plans which mora 
fijierienced generals had pronounced hopeless, to the present mo- 
rn VOL. Tin. 
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menr, have senred to amuse, or rather to delude the Britisb natioii^ 
In the early part of the present campaign, when his lordship with 
bis armies of British and Portngueze had obtained considerable 
footing in Spain, we were repeatedly assured that bis posititin wa^so 
judiciously chosen, and so strong, that there was no fear of the ene^ 
my befnj; able to dislodge him. As the enemy however approached, 
bis lordship thought pro|)er, very prudently we doubt not, to re- 
treat. But this we are told '* was matter of choice, and only chan- 
ging his position '* for one more favourable." When the euemy at 
length advanced so far as to ft>e able to commence a partial attack, 
we were informed of his complete repulse, and of a glorious vic- 
tory on our part. Unfortunately, however, the vidore, instead of 
reaping the natural fruits of victory, and pursuing, immediately be- 
gan a precipUate retreat^ ,aii<l were s|)€edily followed by the com- 
pletely defeated enemy ! Skirmishes have since followed, in all of 
which the British we are assured have had the advantage, although 
they were still retreating! " All these retreats," we are told, by 
the editor of the Morning Post in particular, *' were not matter ^ 
** compulsion but of choice and discretion," and that his lordship 
had at length, arrived at so secure a position, that to attain it has 
bee» his main object from the commencement of the campa^o ! 
We, not being blessed with military ideas, and who are not verj 
sensible of the glory of marching, fighting, and retreating, of srn* 
crificing thousands of our countrymen for the sake of shewing the 
enemy how well they can fight, cannot help regretting that this laH 
Tery strong position was not chosen in an earlier part of the cam* 
paign. The inhabitants of Spain and Portugal, who have bees 
cursed with the presence and the ravages of both armies, are, we 
should naturally conclude of the same opinion, had not certain 
journals informed us, that although the French are, on account of 
their devastations every where execrated, the British when they 
commit the same sort of devestations, meet the most cordial recep- 
tion from the inhabitants, who even assist them in destroying provi* 
sions, burning com mills, bouses, &c. for fear they should be of 
any use to the enemy ! An admirable apology, truly, for such atro- 
cities. 

It is easy to perceive, notwithstanding the implidt confidence 
placed by our ministerial writers, in the consummate skill of Lord 
Wellington, and although we are assured the armies are nearly 
equal in numbers, and that our brave allies, the Portugueze, are 
worthy of fighting in British ranks, and are (of course) very superior 
to the enemy, whose forces are represented as almost famished, and 
$o discontented that they daily desert in htindreds — It is easy to 
perceive, that ii» spite of all these circumstances, so favourable for 
the cause of the British and Portugueze armies, that much imeasi- 
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ifss pcrrades tbe minds even of the authors of these flattering state* 
nents. These Writers at the same time assure us that the inhabi* 
tants of Lisbon are full of alarm, that the British merchants are 
packing up their effects, and making preparations for departure; 
but that our naval otHcers on the station have cautioned them a-* 
gainst indulging any ho))e of assbtance, as tlie shipping i^ill b« 
scarcely suflicient /or the reception of the British forces^ sboold any 
reverse take place. In short, at the moment we are writii^^» 
tbe utmost anxiety prevails on the part of ministers and their svp* 
porters, res|>ecting the daily expected intelligence of the lermiiMir 
(ion of the campaign by a conflict the most obstinate and sanguinary. 
But which ever way the campaign may terminate^ it is much to 
be feared, that. the war will be continued. It is indeed, so far at 
respects Spain and Portugal, becoming more complex than ever: 
and there seems little likelihood at present of either party bemg is- 
ctined to discontinue the contest. With respect to the object of the 
war on tbe part of this country, it is with deep regret we perceive^ 
that our ministers appear not to have derived a particle of wisdom 
from the awful experience of tbe last twenty years ; that instead of 
contemplating the state of Europe with that comprehension of miod 
fod those enlarged views becoming enlightened statesmen, they ap- 
pear to be lost and benighted in ancient prejudices, and are still dream- 
ing of propping up those vicious governments, which at length seem 
devoted by the Almighty to destruction; and, which, we confess, we 
do not very much regret, appear to be as imbecile as they are vi* 
dous; although we srocerely wish they had been refofmed> or 
if not reformed, overthrown, not by a foreign power, but by thepeo* 
pie, whose rights and privileges^ political, civil, and religious they 
bad so long apd completely trampled under foot. It is for (lie ig* 
noble purpose of upholdiog such governments, or to speak more 
correctly, such abominable despotisms usurping the name of govern- 
aents, that the blood and resources of Britain have for these twen> 
ty years past been lavished, and so many millions of the hu- 
man race have been sacriflced. That the same system is meant to be 
persevered in, is too evident from certain state documents recently 
publbhed. 

By the Treatif of Friendship and Alliance, between hie Britannic 
Muje$ty and his royal highness the Prince Regent of Portugai, 
signed the l^tli of February last, the object of tbe war is, in the 
followingiarticle, most explicitly declared.* 

** The seat of the Portugiieze monarchy bemg established in Bra- 
^ zjI, his Britannic Majesty promises in his own name, a«d in that 
" fjf his heirs find successors, never to acknowledge as King of For- 

* Pol. Rev. for Sept. p. 102, 
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f* f«94# aajr priaat other tha» the heir, unci leffthniite nprtieaNi* 
!' life of the royal howe of Bnigaim ; and hm Mtjest j alto «b* 
^ gages to reaew and siaiataiii with tlie regency (which his rojal 
f^ highness may tstahKsb in Portugal) the rclatk»Ds of friendship 
<< which hate so long Muied the crowas of Great Britain and Porto* 
•'gal." 

On this artiok we eaanot Imt lemark, tiMt if there is' a gowtnh 
fhtnt OQ the eootiMal which has during the past ecntnry rendared 
itself, hy ils aaaitierless vioes in church and slate, more co«t«mpti»> 
Wa than the rest, it is the oM govem m ea t of PorfugeL it it 
scarcely possiUe to concehre that any change, by wh e we usMt r oAtct^ 
•d, most not he lor the better; but ttie sole object which tbo Bri- 
tish ministers hafo at heart, awt for the attauMMot of whioli they 
have pledged not only hu Modesty's, honour, but have indacMl hit 
lii^ty farther to pledge the honour of *^ his heirs and sueccaeoes^'^ 
♦hat the war shall not be terminated nnlil the old monatehy shall ba 
restored. Feeling for the hononr of the Britisb crown, we eannol 
fcat eipress our indignatioo at seeing it thus trifled with: oar mine- 
aters have in tbis^ as in viarioos other instances, closely fellowoi 
their grand exemplar William PiTt I How oAen did that nn^ 
principled^ and despotic ounister rashly pledge the royal word^ 
which pledge he was afterwarda compelled to break. Wttoefts Ih^ 
Austrian Netheiiaads, '< whioh his Britaanic Mi^sty declared he 
^ would never consent should form a part of France.^ W i t ness 
the treaties with the King of Sardinia, &c. &g. &c. And when we 
foflecl on the state of degradation to which the inhahitanis of En* 
rope were in geaeral reduced under the favourite governments of 
Britain, we do not, we confess^ much lament that ministers have 
-been obliged so oHea to forfeit the pledges, they had^^ with ei|na( 
depravity and folly, madis so frequently^ 

The people of this country are thus pbinly toM, that they are 
wov^r to have the blessing of peace restomd to lliem, by <« bt» Mn- 
^ jesty, his h^rs, and successors/' whatever may be the sentimcnjia 
«r wishes of the people of Portugal, or whatever may be the course 
of events on the continent, or in our own country, until " a prince, 
*' the heir and legitimate representative of the house of Braganaaf' 
shall be in full possession of, and firmly established on the For^ 
tugueze throne. 

Another state document recently , published tends further to ehi- 
cidate the views and design of our ministers in their pi^ecution of 
the war. A spirit of freedoin end indepeHdeBce has burst forth ii| 
some of the Spanish colonies ; and when we consider how long^ 
and how completely those colonies have been enslaved, and plun- 
dered of their possessions, and of their wealth by the mother coun- 
try,^ we cannot but bail the attempt now making to throw o^thf 
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y#kf ; mui we- Mdeally pray that tlw ptesait sod aH smiitor af: 
teaipto 10 cvtffj part of tlM globe» may be alt«aded wttb soi^cess. 
8«Aectiii|v on the Tttiated itjte of almost all, ff not aH the govern- 
ttents of Europe, we earnestly bog for the period when all dbtaot 
countries shall be completely emandpated from European thraldom^ 
^nd oppression. — Where Qolonies are only of trifling extent we sup* 
pose they mmU UU th# govemmeittt of Europe are m anmck mora 
aoUgbteoed aad vur tn a m stale ihtm Ihey are soon likely to be; re- 
aiain tl^ appendages of tboee gofvfnmenia ; and there is so littTe 
diiiMtoce in- therr mode of conducting the aflfah-s of distant cofonies, 
that it is scarcely worth while fur the inhabitants to seek for a 
new master ; but with respect to Spanish America the case is widely 
diflferent* Whenever the inhabitants shall be properly animated 
by a Ipve of frcadom and. independ^ce^ their task will not be diffi* 
cqlt. Biay heaven succeed them iu throwing off, (or ever, thaiC 
deq;>olism, whidji baa so long preyed on the vitals of every country 
over which it has exercised its horrid fway. 

But what has been the disposition of the ministers of Britain to* 
wsurds the Spanish colonists ? Statesmen whose souls have been for 
so many yeara fired with zeal to* support, ** the liberties and the 
independence, the religion, and the moral and. social interests of 
all Europe," must surely feel something of the same ai dour to pro^ 
mote those great objects in all quarters of the globe* Bat let ua 
turn to the document we have mentioned* The inhabitants of the 
Caraccas who have lately set np the standard of freedom and indai> 
pgidence, have it appears made some application to Great Britain 
for assistance to enable them the more efl'ectiially to secure their 
great and kudable object. The sentiments of our ministers on a 
object so interesting to the general interests of humanity, and to 
the freedom of a large portion of the human race may b^ dearlj 
discovered, by the following extract.* 

^ It is of the utmost importance that Captaio Kelly should return with 
'' as little delay as possible to Curacoa, aiid that you should be apprised 
^ of the line of conduct t^hich under the circumstances stated io your let^ 
•tff, iti$ his Majesiyi pleasure that you should pursue in his name. — The 
*great object which bis Majesty has had in view from the first moment 
*^ when infielligtnce was received in tfiis counti^y of the glorious resistaiicci 
"^of the Spaoish* nation against the tyranny and usurpation of France, was 
f* to assist by every means in bis power tlie great efforts of a brave, loyal, , 
^ a«d high spirited people, and to secure, if possible, the independence rf 
** the Spanish monarchy in all parts of the world, . . As long as t^he Spanish 
* nation persevere in their resisLince to their invaders, and as any reason- 
"Able hope can lie entertained of ultimate success to their cause in Spain, 
** bis Majesty fvels it to be his duty, according to every obligation of justice 
^aoHlgood faith, to discoorage any proceeding which may have the efi*ect 

♦ Letter to General Layard, Pol. Rvv, for Sept. p. 189t 
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** of ■fparating tSe Spanish prorinces from the parent stitte <n Europe ; iht 
^ iotegritj of the Spaiufth monarchy upon principles ot justice and tni^ 
•^ policy, being not lest the object uf his Majesty thap of all k^al and pft- 
** triotic Spaniards.'* It is however intimittedy ^ that if, comrary t» hif 

* Majesty^ most anxious wishes, and well founded expectHtious, the Spa- 

* nish dominmus ui Europe shall be doomed to submit to the yoke of the 

* conmion enemy. . . His Majesty will feel himself bound by the same 
^ principles which have influenced his conduct for the hist two years in the 
^ cause of the Spanish nation, to afford every astbtance ro the provtncef 

* io America, which may render them independent of French SpmAy^m^f 
^ afford a place of refuge to those Spaniards, who, in disdaining to tmbinit 
** to their oppressor^, may look to America as to their natural aasyluiBy 
**■ and may preserve the remains of the monarchy for their ur^ortunule So^ 
^ vereign, if it shall ever be his lot under such circumstances to recover 
•* bis liUrty.'^ 

Thus are the liberties, the independence, the happiness ofmit- 
fions m Europe and America trifled with. The monarch and tbe 
monarch]^ are the only objects deemed worth preserving. Whether 
the monarch be a man of sense, or an ideot, the father or the tj* 
rant of hb people ; whether tbe monarchy be Nmited, or despotic^ 
are nratters judged unworthy of notice. It is indeed too apparent 
lirom the partiality expressed for the old Spanish and Portuguese mo« 
■archies, and for their restoration and preservation in the mother 
coontrios, and the colonies, that the restoration of the liberties of 
enslaved nations is a subject that never enters the heads of moderq 
cabinets, and of course forms no part of the articles of Royal 
^ Treaties of Friendship and Alliance !" 

The restoration of Ferdinand to the throne of Spain, an(i of s 
prince of the bouse of Braganza to the throne of Portugal, roust 
surely be objects of inestimable value, if we consider the sacrifices 
our ministers have already made, and are still determined to make 
for their accomplishment. For these three years past the major 
part of our resources have been lavished in Spain and Portugal. 
The restoration -of Ferdinand, and of a " legitimate prince of the 
*' house of Braganza," has already cost this country, on a moderate 
estimate, one hundred and fiAy n\illious sterling of principal, and 
has entailed on us and on our posterity an addition of seven or eight 
millions of taxes ; and as his Msyetty has engaged for himself ** his 
*^ heirs and' successors," never to make peace till these ol^ects shatt 
be attained, we leave it to our countrymen to count the cost, and 
seriously to revolve m their minds the important question-^How 
long can the British iialinn, we will not s^y Jflourish, but fxitt under 
a system which has beyond measure distressed and impoverished us 
at home, and rendered us the laughing stock of all Europe. 

Every year of war^ adds from thirty to forty millions to our oft- 
f ionai debt, and our annual taxes amount to a sum equally eoor^ 
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The expendtlure of the preaeot jear amounts to upwardi 
of e^ty millions. An expenditure of such magnitude, together 
mlh its nilftoiia consequences begin at length to alarm tho&e who 
lave hitherto been the warm supporters of every species of minis* 
terial extravagance and folly. Mr. Huskisson, the |>ensioner of 
the PlTT,.;and Pbrceval administrations, has already sounded 
** tbe dreadful note of preparation/' and assures the legislature that 
wriew it can reduce the national expenditure by twenty niilliom^ 
(our annual revenue falling short of our expences to that amonnt,) 
tbe most awful result may be apprehended. The piNANCBand 
other committees of the bouse of Commons, inculcate the absolute 
necessity of economy and reform* The bullion conmiittee trace ^ 
many of our difficulties, the great scarcity of specie, and the 
vnrious eviU which naturally result therefrom, to the vast extent 
of our paper circu1atioH« It will however, be impossible whilst tlie 
war continues, to retrench our expences in any material degree ; 
and our paper circulation^ so far from diminishing must be con* 
atantlj op the increase. 

Awful as is our present state, we fear that scarcely any of our 
public men whether in administration or opposition, seriously lay 
it to heart. Lord Liverpool in the debate on Lord Grey^ 
motion respecting the state of tbe nation, towards the close of the 
last session, remarked, " that with respect to tbe pnncip/t of the 
" war» he flattered himself there was little difference between minis* 
^ lers and the noble lords on the other side.'^ The remark was 
correct. There may be some difference in opinion respeciiug the ' 
mode of conducting the war, and so there ever will be whilst one 
party are in possession of place, power and emolument, and the 
other party are longing and sighing for these good things; but 
any serious design to restore to tbe nation the blessing of peace, 
without which the ruin of tbe country is inevitable, does not appear 
to be entertained by any of tbe leadmg parties whether in or out of 
administration. 

It is truly melancholy to observe that even the shadow of tem- 
porary success, has the fatal tendency to revive in the minds of 
men of different parties, the wretched ideas and opinions respc^tuig 
tbe << deliverance of Europe," for the adoption of which in practice 
this country has paid so very dearly. Thus the expected engage- 
ment between Lord Wellington and^ Massena is considered not only 
by our ministerial, but by our opposition prints, of that vast 
importance, as in its consequences may not only decide the fate of 
S(Nun and, Portugal, but of other countries on the contment, which, • 
should the British forces prove victorious, we are flattered with 
the expectation >of their being rescued from tbe power, and in* 
fluence of France : hopes are beldout, that even tbe throne of the 
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Frffidi Snperor ttmy be Ihncby ihakail Hit Edkor of tM 
Morning PmA bms iiide«l presesKd its renders with m plaa by 
wluch atl these effects mty be prodkiced ! Nothing <siltdy caa 
Wfifn cooipletely demonstrate the gross inAtuttion which hoi 
•eizcd the people of thb country, than the indulgeaee of spee«la^ 
fiotts and profects, compared with which the dreams of Badnwn 
are sober and rational. We may rest assoffed that as long as tbij 
vesoufces of this country continue to be kvished as they have baeitf^ 
for the greater part of the present reign; as long as we shall com* 
timie to wage war against France^ on the principlea and ki the man^ 
wtt we have done, the dominions, power, and inflaence of FrMic^ 
ao £ir from being dimnished will be angmented. 

There are persons to be found who (iincy that if th« war was eoiH 
ducted by certain statesmen in opposition we might entertain hopei 
of success. Let us however look bach Qn the peHod, ip which Lor4s 
Grenviile and Grey were in administration. Were their measures 
more successful than those of the present ministers t Did they 
make the least progress towards the attainment of any of the pro* 
fessed objects of the war t Not one of their partisans can answer 
tiiese questions in the affinmative. Their opinions respecting tM 
principle and the objects of the war, were fully and fataHy de* 
irelopcd by their conduct in the negociation for peace begun by Mr* 
Fox, but ^hich terminated after his death in sncfa* a manner, as X6 
fix an indelible blot on the two noble lords, his colleagues^ Never 
was an opportunity of making peace on fair, honourable,' and 
advantageous terms to this country, all circumstances considered; 
to foolishly lost« 60 favourable an opportunity, will in all proba* 
bflity never return: whenever we are compelled to make peace^ 
it must be on terms far (ess honourable and ad%antageoas than 
those offered us by France at that cver-to-be-regretted period, 
whep ftilh equal injustice and impolicy we broke off the niego^ 
emtion,. and threw the prise from our hands. We are indeed most 
firmly convinced, that in the present circumstances of Europe, and 
BM>re<particularly of this country, it is beyond th^ wit of man to 
contrive any mode of carrying on the war against France, with a 
ratiohal prospect of success. A\\ the powers which have of late 
made the attempt, have utterly failed ; some of those powers have 
been totally ruined ; others have been brought to the verge of ruin, 
from which they were saved only by a peace, inglorious Indeed, 
bvt unavoidable; and the remaining powers have almbst irrepa« 
i«bly injured themselves. Is it possible for this country to con- 
tinue the war. without adding thirty or forty millions annually' td 
our debt, and two or three millions annually to our taxes f The 
wienner in which we are restricted from carrying on the war as 
policy in certain cases mignt dictate, has been acknowledged evet 
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by the advocates of ministers. Of this We have a remarkable in- 
atance io the confession of Mr. Husklsson, who when apologising 
lor the Walcheren expedition, in answer to what had been ob^ 
aerved respecting the superior advantage which might have been 
derived, had the same force been sent to some parts of Germany, 
observed, that such an expedition would have required half a 
Billion in specie for the payment of our forces, and that it 
was scarely possible to procure such a sum. Tes I It was impose 
aiUe to procure half a million of guineas for the most important 
purpose of the war at that moment ; preventing the humiliation of 
the Emperor of Austria, and his subsequent alliance with France, 
and this at a period in which we were spending from eighty to 
ninety millions annually in paper ! 

The Boilion Committee have recommended that means should 
be adopted by the legislature to enable the Bank of England to 
pay its notes m specie at the end of two years ; and until this 
inportant measure is carried into execution the credit of the 
nation cannot be restored. It will, however, be absolutely im^ 
possible for the Bank, whilst the war conti\mes, to pay its notes 
except by the bankrupt mode of issuing similar notes. Our paper 
cn«ulation, with all the evils now so generally and severely felt, and 
so loudly complained of, must of consequence be considerably 
•agroented. From the present state of our mercantile intere2<ii, we 
may form some tolerable judgment what that state may be a few 
years hence, should we obstinately persevere in the present system. 

Had not a spirit of infatuation seized all parties, in the state, 
together with the majority of our countrymen, we should have had 
public meetings to consider of the state of the nation, and petitions 
for peace would be presented to his Majesty from all quarters, 
and would early in the ensuing session, cover the tables of both 
bouses of parliament. It is folly to complain of the extended do- 
minion and power of France : we can do nothing to remedy the 
evil. We have the experience of twenty years in confirmation of 
the truth of this assertion ; and the close of every year has found 
the evil considerably augmented. • 

It will probably be replied, that in the present state of affairs any 
attempt to negociate would only afford France an opportunity of 
shewing her arrogance by insisting on terms the most dbhonour- 
nble and disadvantageous to this country. Were thb to be the case, 
flbe would only follow our example. Is it possible for France to 
display greater arrogance than has been dbplayed by William 
Pitt during the last war, and by his scholar, Mr. Canning, in 
the present war? Has not the latter haughtily rejected all overtures 
for peace, whether made b^ the enemy or by neutral powers) Did 
I VOL. viir; 
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be Ddt, although baffled and defeated in all his mearares^ assume 
the style of a conqueror, and refuse even to commence a negodation^ 
unless be dictated the place in which it was to be condacted, as well 
as the mode 1 Most unfortunately for this country, we have at iw 
period of the late and present war had justice on our side. At the 
close of the last war, our sin was displayed in oor punbhment, and 
we were compelled to give up every object the attainment of wfaieii 
wc had declared throughout the war to be "just and necessai^.*' 
The year after we signed the treaty of Amiens, we, forgetful of all 
oast experience, with equal injustice and impolicy, agam rushed into 
war by breaking our treaty ; since which we have rejected most ft- 
▼ourable and honourable conditions of peace offered by die enemy, 
and latterly all overtures for negotiation. We have no right to saf 
until the trial be made, that we cannot procure peace, or that 
jFrance will pay no attention to reasoirable overtures for negociatioo. 
Why do we, by refusing to make such trials incur the just odium of 
continuing a war so afflictive to humanity, so ruinous in itseffrcts to 
ourselves and our allies, and which for so »any yeata hmt kept En* 
rope in a flame 1 

Whether we shall ever be able to obtain what may hi a frir sense 
of the words be termed an honourable peace, is very doubtfuh 
The truth is tliat whilst different admbistrations have been perpe- 
tnallv*blustering about the " honour of the nation,'* they have made 
BO scruple of sacrificing that honour as oAen as it served their pur- 
pose. It can scarcely be imagined that our rulers will be compiled 
to make peace on terms more humiliating than those stipulated by 
the treaty of Amiens, in which treaty every thing was yielded to 
France and nothing gained from her in return. We were, however, 
convinced at the time, and succeeding events have considerably 
strenvtltened that conviction, that the treaty, all circumstances con- 
sidered, was absolutely necessary, and had it not by the perfidy of 
ministers been violated, before sufficient time was allowed for its 
operation, we entertain little doubt tha^ our country would have 
duly experienced its advantages; that she would gradually have re 
covered from her state of depression, and flourished to the adaura- 
lion, if not the envy of surrounding states. There ts even at the 
present perio(l at least some reason to hope, that a treaty might be 
formed which would leave us in the secure possession of our national 
freedom and independence ; that is if peace were to be accompanied 
by those reforms, which unless speedily effected, our ruin is inevita- 

ble. 

■ The power of France is, wc acknowledge, enormously increased, 
and presents a most terrific aspect. But how to reduce tliat power 
is beyond the wit of man to devise. Why is the British nation 
doomed in waste its resources and to hurry itself to ruin, in atttmp* 
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ihig what eTery ether mitios plainly perceives to be an utter irapos- 

ability! 

But we ai«, by our roiniftterial writers, continually warned of the 
dangers of peace, and of the probability that France will employ 
-the season of leisure in augmenting her navy, and thus prepare her- 
self for a renewal of the contest. If however we are not to hav^ 
peace, till France shall engage that she will make no attempts to 
inerease ber navy, we are not likely to have it till doomsday. There 
is BO class of our countrymen, we are persuaded, who would not 
spuni with indignation at any attempt on the pan of France, to 
prevent us from augmenting, our navy at any time, or in any way 
we might judge ne£essai7 or expedient : and has not France it may 
teasonably be demanded, ao undoubted, an equal right to pursue a 
similar course. 

IVitb respect to the danger resulting from the maritime exertions 
of France, it is evident that many years must elapse before she 
can possibly possess a navy which shall rival that of Britain. Ships 
may in the course of a few years be built, and provided with ade- 
quate stores, but it will not be' so easy to man them with sailors 
who for skiU, courage, and discipline shall equal British seamen. 

But what folly is it to talk of the |H>ssible or probable dangers 

of peace, when the dangers of war are certain and unavoidable 1 
We have bad large, ample, and fatal experience of the truth of this 
pOsHioo. Let us then try, as we nmst, ere long, when the danger 
|K>wc^r, will be considerably increased, to pursue a different course, 
fostead of seeking after rontinental alliances, the major part of 
wlueb have proved the delusion, and the bane of this country ; let' 
tts seriously turn our attention to our own iutenial concerns, reform 
oor nomerottS corruptions, and adopt such measures as may tend 
to Ugbten those burdens under which we are sinking. Let us, in 
aboyf, seek peace, act entirely on the defensive, and learn war 

mo mare / 

WbUst our ministers have nothing to hold up to the people of 
Spain and Portugal, to animate them to throw off a foreign yoke, 
but the replacing of a yoke still more grievous — their ancient 
governments, composed of the essence of all the vices of des- 
potism and priestcraft— whilst they can do nothing but yelp in the 
cars of the Spaniards, in the mother country, and in the colo* 
nics. Monarchy! Monarchy! Monarchy! it cannot excite sur- 
prise tbat their measures are attended with so little success, and 
that notwithstanding their liberal supplies of men and money, the 
mass of the people should behold the contest vith comparative 
isdi^rence. But we perceive with pleasure, that the Spaniards 
at lengtb seem inclined to turn their attention to those principles 
wbicb can alone arouse, and animate a people successfully to asseK 
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tbeir bdependeiice. lo Ibe proclanatioD for aaseinbliiig tbe Cortel^ 
and ID the first proceedings of that body, we perceive the elemeata 
of those grand ^and swelling sentiments of liberty which adorned 
and dignified the earlier stages of the French revolution. Tbe 
proclamation sets out with a declaration to the people of Spain— r 
** Your sacred rights, forgotten and nearly lost, will be restored 
'^ by the Cortex/' It proclaims the following important truths, ia 
which not only the Spaniards, but the people in every country nndef 
heaven are deeply interested. — *< The oppressor of human nature^ 
'^ would, not have proceeded so far in his attempts at universal dt^ 
*' potism, if the nations under his iron sway had known how to 
'* maintain the dignity of mbn, and citizens, whkh km§uh 
** ledge ccnetitutee the vigour and strength ^ the empire^ Hw^ 
** tory, citizens, has taught us, by more than one example, how 
'' much Spain has been indebted to that heroic fortitude, which la 
^' our Cortea has made kings themselves amenable for the abuse of 
" their power* Remember that princes have sometimes treated 
'' you as if they had no duties^ and you no rights, and as if the 
** uttering your complaints were a crime against the state. • • • Com* 
«< mence then your duties . . • • Employ the bight OF.auFPBAGC 
** yrHiCH YOU BNJOY BY NATUBE, and by the constitution of 
<* your country, and let not seduction surprise you in the very 
*^ assylura of your hberty, dictating to you tbe selection which ou^t 
'' to be the uubiassed exercise of your will and pleesure. Favoinv 
^ friendship, rank and property give no title, and it is not by 
'< men possessing these that the country is to be saved. Patriotism^ 
** talent; merit proved by experience^ these it is that should claim 
** your attention/' 

Happy would it be for the peof^ of all countries, not tfaoae 
only under despotic governments, but those also under the forma 
of a free constitution, would they seriously attend to these lesaooa; 
despotbm would soon be unthroned, and free governments would 
no longer be undermined by the arts of corrupt influence. The 
fall of despotism would speedily be followed by the iail of what b 
as ruinous to the freedom, and the vulue of a people, the boromgk^ 
monger system, which can last no longer than the state of degrada- 
lion, in which nations know not ** how to maintain the dignity of 
«* men and citizens, the knowledge of which constitutes the vigour 
** and strength of an empire/' The mere perusal of such senti- 
ments and professions as these, must in this day of degeneracy^ 
afford pleasure to every friend of pure, genuine freedom ; at tbe 
same time it must be deeply lamented, that the proclaniatioB waa 
not addressed to the Spaniards at the commencement of the coo« 
test. Its authors appear to feel simibr regret : they therefore add 
^^<< If, afker two years of uncertainty |nd vacilkttioDi when yon 
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^ have been so often brought to tlie edge of the precipice/ you do 
^ hot yet discover the origin of your calamities to consist in th^ 
^ imiierfect representation of th^ national will, What will be this 
^ consequence t All good citizens will lament your culpable blmd* 
"ness, and they will at IcRst have the negative cousolation of 

knowing that history will |»oint you out as the destroyers of yout- 
** ftmihr and the assassins of your country.*^ 

The first proceedings of the Corfez plainty discover a knowledges 
on the part of its members, of the foundation pHnciples of all ju^ 
tad legitimate government. They have decreed that in their body aa 
the " representatives of the people/' resides the sovereignty of tlic 
natioa : — that the chief magistrate or executive power must be Of 
their choice, and responsible to them ; — that in them and them 
lHone shall reside the legislative functions. They have followed thm 
eximple of disinterestedness of those great men who conducted the 
English Revolution of l6SS, by passing a decree — ^That no memb<^r 
of the Cortez shall, during the time of his being a member, and 
(or one year afterward, receive any pension, or hold any place of 
emolument ; or receive any title of honour or dignity, except in the 
way of his profession as a soldier, sailor, or clergyman, or in con« 
ie<jiience of some signal and well-known service to the public. 
Committees hav^ been appointed to prepare other important d^« 
crees, and amongst the rest, one respecting the liberty of the presb. 
These proceedings place the contest in which the Spaniards are 
engaged in a new and interesting light. For upwards of two yean 
past, the great body of the Spanish nation, under the wretched 
government of the slave-minded, and imbecile ji/ntas, assisted bj 
the advice of their ally the British cabinet, have not had any 
motive held out to them of sufficient strength to induce them to 
take up arms ; and the friends of freedom in other countries have 
considered it a matter of comparative indifference whether tba 
Boarbott, or the Bonaparte dynasty are to usurp the throne. 
Nothing goody no amelioration of the condition of the people; 
BO restoration of either civil or religious rights is to l>e ex|)ected 
from the old monarchy. Even the usurpation of Joseph Bona* 
parte, as far as it relates to internal government, presents a better 
aspect of affairs. The. glorious cause of toleration has made some 
progress. The odidos and accursed inquisition is abolished ; and 
various ecclesiastical reforms are effected. But the manner in 
which the new dynasty was imposed was so arbitrary aud Ak* 
gttstiug, that it could not possibly . prove . acceptable to a peo-> 
pU who wished to possess the inestimable blessing of a free con-< 
Mitution formed by the national will. What the members of the 
Cortez have been about for these two years past, — why they have 
beea silent and inactive^ whilst the blood and resources of Spain, 
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have bceD unprofitably lavished, and the two hostile arniiea of 
Britain and France have been overrunning and devastating the 
country, are melancholy questions, to which we can give no $ati9r 
t^c%ory answer. We however ardently hope, that the old proverb 
— ** Better late than never,*^ may again be verified. Should the 
f riDciples laid down by the Cortez» be fully brought into action, — 
should a free representative government, and that best support of 
ittch a government, a fbbb press, together with toleratioa io 
natters of religion, be established, every friend to public freedom^ 
and to the independence, the virtue, and the happiness of a people, 
will, in every quarter of the globe, pour forth his warmest wishes 
tnd prayers for success to the Spanish Revolution. 

The Cortea have (lowever a most arduous and difficult part to 
sostain : they are not only in danger from a powerful enemy, but 
from an insidious friend.* Tliey must be perfectly conscious that 
whatever m^y be the professions of the Britbh cabiuet, their only 
fegard to the Spanish cause arises from their hatred to the French 
emperor. Can men who so shamefully violated the rights of justioe 
aod of nations in the seizure of the Spanish frigates in time of 
peace, thus forcing the nation into a war, be friends to a go* 
vemmeut founded on the principles of justice? Can the obstimite 
c^^sersof reform,, and the strenuous supporters of the horrid prac» 
lices of bribery and corrupt influence, the soul of the b'orough-mon« 
gjtr system, be the cordial supporters of a people anxious to form a 
^stem diametrically opposite? Can the statesmen who advised 
fcis Majesty to erase the name of Charlbs Fox from the Ibt of 
privy counsellors, for having given as a toast at a public meeting — 
The Sovereignty ofthb People, assbt the people of ano- 
ther country in recovering that sovereignty from the usurpation of 
an arbitrary monarch 1 Must not the British ministers, with their re- 
ktives and friends, the whole tribe of sinecure holders, the *' nothmg 
^ to-do gentlemen,'^ deprecate the resolution passed by the Cortea 
Tespeciiug *' places pensions, and emolument^ Y^ It was indeed xt* 
ported in some of the public prints tliat M?irquis Wellesley had ie« 
commended to the Spanish Junta to assemble the Cortex ; but that 
the despotic governor of the British East Indies, who annihilated 
every vestige of the freedom of the press throughout those extensive 
territories, should be the friend and supporter of a free press in 
Spain, will not be easily credited. In truth, all the proclamations, 
and •* Royal Treaties of Friendship and Alliance" proceeding (rom 
the British cabinet, clearly demonstrate that it is the assumed pre- 
rogatives of arbitrary monarchy, and not the malienable rights of 
the people, that are so very interesting to that cabinet. 

Although it may be policy in the Cortez to endeavour to pt:e- 
serve ibeir alliance with Britain^ yet if they meaa^to be supcessfut 
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fci the grand struggle In which they are engaged, their principal 
dependance must be placed on the hearts, hands, and exertions of 
the great body of their own people ; the national resources must be 
dirawn out, and no longer hoarded up in diurclies, church landa^ 
monasteries, and bishoprics. The establisiied church in all coun* 
tries is not the ally, but the servant of the state ; and all historf 
proves that in proportion to the riches and luxury of an established 
church, are the ignorance, superstition, and servility of the people. 
One of the wisest and best measures adopted by the coui^ituent 
assembly of France, was that of declaring t^e f^roperty of the 
diurch, the property of the nation: the good effects of applying 
the greater part of that properly to the public service, are at thia 
day felt throughout the French dominions. What satisfacfioii and 
pleasure will it not afford the friends of the freedom of the huinaa 
face, and of genuine Christianity, to behold the example ^f the 
constituent assemblv of France, to which we hope shortly to add^ 
the example of the Cortee of Spain, folloived in everv country 
where the civil magistrate has usurped the place of tl)e only legi* 
tiroate head of the church, Jesus Christ, and which usurpatioa 
bas been attended with those unhappy consequences, tlie details of 
which blacken every page of ecclesiastical history. 

Should the Cortez fulfil the hopes of the friends of national fiee- 
dom and independence, and be enabled to animate the mass of tlic 
people to rise in defence of those invaluable blessings, the French 
Emperor will find he has a more difficult task to accomplish than he 
probably imagines. He has never yet had to contend with a nation 
of armed freemen. If the Spaniards feel they are contending, not 
*' for the remains of the Spanish monarchy," but for the restoration 
of those rights of men, and of citizens, and for such a pure rcpre* 
fientative government as may recover them from that miserable state 
of civil and ecclesiastical slavery into which they had been sunk for 
ages, half a million of such armed citizens, and which Spain might 
easily easily afford, would soon convince the French Emperor, that 
although he has found it no very ditiicuU matter to conquer one na- 
tion of slaves after another, who had nothing to contend for but the 
** remains of monarchy," and who consequently felt little ardour in 
the contest, that the conquest of an armed nation determined " to 
** live free or die*' would be attended with insurniounfable obstacles, 
and that therefore it would be his wisest course, without loss of time 
to desist from all attempts to execute a project equally marked with 
injustice and folly. 

Another year has been added to his Majesty's reign, and those 
whose loyalty consists in offering aduiation in proportion as they 
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ttn fntd, bate b^ea eioitiog tbe people to tbe observance of ana* 
tber jubilee. Tbe afflicted state of the royal fasiUy oo accouot of 
the long ilbies8» and daily eapecfed deiMb of tbe Princess Amblia, 
has prevented this act of lolly from being repeated. We call it am 
act of folly, because however Ib^ prirate virtues of bis Mi^esty may 
antitle biro to respect, (and we wish those, in higher life more par^ 
tfcularly, who are loud in their professions of loyaky, would shew 
tjieir sincerity by imitating those virtues,) ve were, and still are of 
c|>inion, that these private virtues alone do not warrant the obscr* 
vance of a jubilee. We more particularly rejoice tbat« the festival 
has not been repeated, because, we have in aU probability beeR 
spared a repetition of last year's task, of reviewing a aumlier of 
^lish jubilee sermons, which equally disgraced tbe pulpits of ouc 
leverend adulators both of the established ehurch and of protestaot 
dissenters. Our hired writers ip prose and verse, have however^ 
acceded if possible their last year's fdlies; and their flatteries hav^ 
increased in proportion as tbe national cMstresses have augmented* 
That pensioned poetaster, 'Squire fUzgtrakt, m an " Oik*' as he caila 
it, ^*Jfar tie Royal Mnke, 1810," has again execrated as « traitors^ 
^ and detested monsters," all those who are not such simf>letoos aa 
himself. The Editor of the Miming Poii has found out a new 
reason why we ought to celebrate t!je jubilee, — not merely on account 
ef his Majesty's private virtues, but for the madcm and goodneu of 
the measures of his ministers. ** Our revered monarch," says tbia 
hireling, *' is anaious to extend bis benevolence to other states by 
^* sending troops not to enslave them, but for thejr deliverance. His 
^ wars are not the. wars of ambition, or aggrandiaement, but of 
** PHiLANTHaoPY, a ical for independence of states and a re* 
V gard for- tbe liberties of man !" Yes reader! the war against A^ 
merica, the wars i^ India, the dethroning of princes, the slaughter 
of millions, the s>stem of torture pursued' in Ireland, the wars a- 
gainst France^ the plunder of tbe Danes, and the conflagration of 
Copenhagen, all these Itave been tbe result of pure *' philanthropy !'» 
We should not wonder were we to hear of another war of philao. 
thropy — and were we to assbt in the support of another regular 
government— that of Turkey, as the Morning Post has lately exf 
ulted in the revived spirit of the fdlowers of Mahomet: shcmM 
this be tbe case, this writer may perhaps be enabled op sqn^ fu- 
ture occasion to congratulate hb readers, that Great 'Britain assisted 
(to use the language of a Turkish Bulletin) ^ to take Ibe heads oflT 
*< of a great number of the mfideh^ to serve as bridges, for the 
** true believing warriors in their pas^e tp the regions of another 
«' world 1" — Should this be the case, we shall doubtless be as sue- 
cessful in supporting \ht false prophet M ahombt^ as we have beea 
ib supporting tlu bea$t, the POPB OF romb ! 

Harlow, Oct, ^9$ 1810. M. F. 
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THE PRINCIPLBS OP GOVERN- 
MENT, IN A DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN A GENTLEMAN AND 
A PARMER. 
[By the late Sir William Jones.] 

(For publishing this dialogue a prosecu- 
UoD was instituted in the year 1784, 
by ao officious tool of the minister, 
against the Itev. W. Shipley, Dean 
of St, Asaph. Mr. Erskine in a most 
excellent speech defended the princi- 
ples of the pamphlet. The jury 
Drought in a verdict — Guilty only of 
publishing, leaving the matter of libel 
to be determined by the Court of 
King's Bench. When Mr. Erskine 
afterwards moved the court in arrest 
of judmnent, Lord Mansfield gave 
it as toe unanuaious opinion of the 
court, ^' that the indictment was de- 
^ ** fective,and that thejudgmentshould 
" be arrested ;" and the proceedings 
thus terminated.] 

F. Why should humble men like me, 
•ign or set marks to petitions of this na- 
ture? It is better foroft farmers to mind 
our husbandry, and leave what we can- 
not comprehend to the King and parlia- 
sient. 

' O. Yon can comprehend more thao 
>ou ima^ne; and, as a free member of 
a free state, have byber things to mind 
cban you may conceive* 

F. If by me you qnean out of pHsoo, 
I bope to coiitintie so, as long as I ^an 
pay my ram to the ^squire's bailiff; but 
whatit MMt bjra free staU ? 

G. Tell mt first what is itteant by m 
club in tbe tiBiCf;, rfwWcb I knair jo» 
to be a member. 

F. It is an anmbty if aen, i4ir 
meet after work e?ery 3iltuntay to be 
merry and bappy for a fe«r boart in the 
week. 

G. Have you no other bbject but 
«irth? 

F. Yes ; we have a boi, into wbicb 
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we contribute equally from our monthly 
or weekly savings, and out of which any 
members of the club are to be relieved 
in sickness or poverty; for the parish 
officers ^re so cruel and insolent, that it 
were better to starve than to apply to 
them for relief. 

G. Did they, or the- 'squire, or the 
parson, or all toserber, compel you to 
form this society T 

JP. Oh! no; we could not be com- 
pelled ; we formed it by our choice. 

G, You did right— But have you not 
some head or president of your club ? 

Ft The master for each night is chos- 
ei| by all tbe company present the week ' 
*>^re. , 

G. Does he make laws to bind voa 
in ^se of ill temper or misbehaviour^ 

F. He make laws ! He bind us ! No* 
we have all agreed to a set of equal rules ' 
which are signed Ij every new comer, 
and were written in a strange hand by 
young Spelraan, the lawyer's dcA, whose 
uncle is a member. 

G. What sliookl yon do, if any mem- 
ber were to insist on becoming perpetoal 
master, and on altering your rules at bit 
arbitrary will and pleasure? 

F. We sbottid espel him. 

G. Wbat, if be wevr to bring a Ser- 
jeant's guard, when tbe militia are quar- 
tered in yoar neighbourhood, and insist 
upon your obeying him ? 

F. We Hottld reaist if we could; if 
00^ tbe iociety wonld be broken up. 

Q. Suppose that, witb his Serjeant's 
guard, be were to take the money our 
of tbe box, or out of your pockets ! 

F. Would not that be a robbery ? 

G. f am seeking information from you« 
How^ should yon act opoo sod» an oo* 
casioD? 

. ^ F. We thottld submit, perfaftpa, at that 
time; but shotild aftehvards try to an* 
prebend the robbers. 
G. What if yott could not appieWndl 

tbemf 
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F. We mij^ht kill tliem, I should thmk ; 
ftnH if the Kiog would hot pardon m, 
God would*. 

G. How could you either apprehend 
them, or, if they resisted, luH thfm^ 
without a sufficient force in your own 
bands ? 

F. Oh ! We are all good players at 
single-stick, mid each of as has a stout 
cudgel or quarter-sta^ in the corner of 
his room. 

G. Suppose that a few of the cluh 
were to aomineer over the rest, and in- 
sist npftn making laws for them? 

JP. We niiost take the same coarse ; 
except it would, be easier to restrain 
one man, than a number; but w« 
should he the majority with justice or 
our side. 

G. A word or two on another hea4. 
Some of you, I presame, are no great 
accountants ? 

F. Few of us understand accounts; 
but YTJt trust old Litty, the school-mas- 
ter, whom we believe to be an honest 
man ; and he keeps the key of our box. 

G. If your money should, in time, 
amount to a large sum, it mcgbt aot, 
perhaps, be safe to keep it at his boose, 
or in arty private bouse. 

F. Where else should we keep it f 
.G. You mig^t chuse to put it into 
the funds, or to lend it the 'squire, who 
has loat so much lately ac Newmarket, 
taking bis bond on some ofhisMds^ 
at your security for payment, with in- 
terest. 

F. We must, in that case^ confide 
in young Spelman, who wilf soon set up 
for himself, and if a lawyer can be ho- 
nest, will be an honest lawyer. 

G. What power do yoti give to LiHy, 
or tiMuld ymi giv« to Spdman> in the 
caae supposed } 

F. No flower; we should ^ve them 
both a due allowance for their trouble, 
and should expect a faith^ account of 
all they had done for as. 

-G. Honest men may change their na- 
ture. W^bat if both, or eitbor of tbem, 
were to deceive you ? 

F, We should remove diem, pot our 
trust in better men, acid try «• repair 
our loss. 

G. Did it never occur to vou, that 
every state Or nacbn #as only a greM 
club. 

F. Nothing ever occurred to me on 
the subject ; for 1 never thought about it. 

G. Though you never tboogbt before 



on the subject, yet you may be able to 
tell me, %rby you suppose mefr to have 
assembled, and to have formed nations, 
comitiunitif s, or states, which all mean 
the same thiag ? 

F. fn order, I should imagine, to be 
as happy as they can, while they live. 

G. By happy, do you mean merry 
onh? 

F.*To he as merry as they can with- 
out buKing themselves or their neigh* 
bour», but chiefly to secure themselves 
from danger, and to relieve the«r wasts. 

G. Do you beHeve, that any King 
ot Emperor compelled them so to at- 
sociate ? 

F. How could one man compri a 
multitude ? — A King or an Emperor, I 
presume, is not born with a hundred 
hands. 

G. When a prihce of the blood shall, 
inr any country^ be so distinguished by 
nature, I shall then, a-.d then only, con- ' 
ceive him to be a greater man than you : 
but might not an army, with a King or 
General at their head, have compelled 
them to assemble ? 

F. Yes; but the army must have been 
formed by their own choice, one man of 
a few can never govern many without 
their consent. 

*G. Suppose, however, that a multi- 
tude of men, assembled in a town or 
city, were to chuse a Kin^ or Governor, 
might they not give him high power and 
authority r 

F. To be sure ; but they would never 
be so mad, I hope, as to give him a pow- 
er of making their laws. 

G. Who else should make them ? 

F. The whole nation or people. 

G. What if they disagreed ? 

F. The opinion of the greater number^ 
as in our vmage-clubs, must be taken, 
and prevail. 

G. What could be done, if the so- 
ciety were so laige that all could apt 
meet in the same place ? 

F. A greater number must chase ft 
less. 

G. Who should be the chusers t 

F. All who are not upoi^ the parish 
in our dub'. If a mdn asks relief of the 
overseer, he ceases ,to be one of us, be- 
cause he mnsi cfepentfupon the overseer. 

G. Could not a few men, one in seven 
for instance, choose fbe assembly ef law- 
makers as well as a larger number? 

F* As conveniently, perhaps; but I 
would not suffer any man to choode aiu>- 
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thtr who Vts to make hws^ by which 
Bj moaej or my life ftiight be tukeo 
vein me. 

G. Have joa a freehold in any county 
af foitr thiUinga a year ? 

F, t have nothing in the world but 
my cattle, iniplemeiiti of hasbandry^ 
ami household gaodsy together with my 
fium, for wbidi I pay a &ed rent to tlie 
'squire. 

G. Have yoo a vote ia any city or 
borou|h? 

F. I have no vote at all ; but am able, 
by my honest laboor, to support my 
wife and four chtklren; and, whilst I 
act honestly^ I may defy the laws. 

G. Can yoo be ignorant, tbat die 
parliament to which members are sent 
by tfab county, and by the next market- 
town, hare power to make new laws, 
by which yoo and your iamily may be 
stripped of your goods thrown into pri- 
•en» and even deprived of life ? 

F, A dreadful pawer I Having busi- 
ncas of my own, i never made inquiries 
coocemiag the business of parliament ; 
bat imagmed the laws had been fixed 
Ibr manv hundred years. 

G, The common laws to which yon 
refer, are equal, just, and humaue; but 
the king and parbameat may alter them 
when they jplease. 

J^, The Kinff ought tlierefore to be a 
good man, ana the parliament to consist 
of men e<[ually good. 

G. The King alone can do no harm ; 
but who must judge the goodness of par- 
liament men ? 

F, All thoae whose property, free- 
dom, and lives, may be affected by their 
laws. 

G. Yet six men in seven who inhabit 
this kingdom, have, like you, no votes ; 
and the petition which I desired you to 
B%n, has nothing for its object, but the 
restoration of yon all to the right of 
choosing those law-makers, by whom 
yoor money or your lives may be taken 
from yoo : attend while I read it dis- 
tinctly. 

F. Give ne your pen. I never wrote 
Biy name, ill as it may be written, with 
gifatvr eagerness. 

G. I applaud you, and trust that your 
example will be followed by millions. — 
Aaotber word before we part. Recol- 
lect yoor opinion about your club in the 
village, and tell me what ought to be 
the CQpseqiienee^ if the King alone were 
to iBsist on making laws, or on altering 
them at hit will wiad pleasure. 



F. He too aiust' be expelled. 

G. Oh ! but think of hi< standing ar- 
my, and of the militia, vv bich now are 
his in substance, though ours in form. 

F. If he were to employ that force 
against the nation, they would, and 
ought to resist him, or ti^e state would 
cease to be a state. 

G. What if the great accountants, 
and great lawyers, the Lillys and Spel- 
mans of the nation, were to abuse their 
trust, and cruelly injure, instead of faitfa- 
fuHv serving the pubhc? 

f. We must request the King to re- 
move Tftem, and make trial of others ; 
bat none should implicitly be trusted. 

G. But what if a few great lords or 
wealthy men were to keep 3ie Kmg him- 
self in subjection, yet exert his force, 
lavish his treasure, and misuse his name, 
so as to domineer over the people, and 
manage the parliament? 

F. We must fight for the King and 
ourselves. 

G. You talk of fighting, af ifyoo were 
speaking of some rustic engagement at 
a wake; but your quurterstaffs would 
avail you little agaiilst bayonets. 

F. We might easily provide ourselves 
with better arms. 

G. Not so easily, Wlien the moment 
of resistance came, you would be de- 
prived of all arms ; and those who should 
fiiruish you with them, or exhort you to 
take them up, would be called traitors, 
and probably put to death. 

F, We ought always therefore to be. 
ready, and keep each of us a strong fire- 
lock in the corner of his bedroom. 

G. That would be legal as well as 
rational. Are you, my honest friend, 
provided with a musket? 

F, I will contribute no more to tlte 
club, and purchase a firelock with my ^ 
savings. 

G. It is not necessary. I have two, 
and wiU make you a present of one, with 
complete accoutrements. 

F. I accept it thankfully, and will 
converse with you at your leisure on 
other subjects of this kind. 

G. In the mean while, spend an hour 
every morning in the next fortnight, in 
learning to prime and load expeditiously, 
and to fire and charge with bayonet 
firmly and regularly. 1 say every morn- 
ing, itecause, if you exercise too late in 
the evening, you may fall into some of 
the legal snares, whicl) have been spread 
for you by those gentlemen, who would 
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rather seoare guine for their tMe^ than 
liberty for their nation. 

F. Some of my neighboarsy who hare 
served in the militia, will readily teach 
me; and perhaps the whole Tillage mny 
be persuaded to procure arms, and learn 
their exercise. 

G, It cannot be expected that the 
villagers should purchase arms; but they 
might easily be supplied, if the gentry of 
the nation would spare a little from their 
tices and luxury. 

P. May they turn to some sense of 
honour and virtue ! 

G. Farewell, at present, and remem- 
ber, that a free state is only a more nu- 
merous and more powerful club; and 
that be only is a free man, who is mem- 
ber of yuch a stnte. 

f . Good moming. Sir : you have mftde 
me wiser and better than I was yester- 
day; and yet methinks, I had some 
knowledge i^ ray own mind of this great 
subject, and have been a politician all 
my life without perceiving it. 



ItBMAItKS ON THB CASB OF SIR 

FRANCIS BURDBTT &C. 

ADDRESSED TO THB BLBCTORS 

OF WESTMINSTER. 

*' It it the body and soul distinction of 
** freemen, that they cannot be im- 
^ prisoned at pleasurk." 

Seiden*s Works^ vol. 3, p. 1955. 

*' The Liberty of the Press u our only 
** resource* It will command an uu' 
*' dienccy when every honest han 

•* IN THE KINCOOM^S excluded.*'! ! ! 

Junius. 

"?* They are the t^-ustces (speaking even 
** of the entire Legislature), not the 
** owners of the estate. The fee simple 
** is in US. They cannot alienate^ 
** they cannot waste.** — Ibid. 

^ The^ (othertfise) might unite the le- 
" gisluture and executive powers in 
** the same minds, and dissolve the 
•* Constitution by an Act of Parlia- 
« ment.'^^Ibid 

^ Be assured that the laws which protect 
** us in our civil rights, grow out of 
** the Constitution, and that they must 
** fall or flourish with it.**-^Ibid. 

r It remains then to be considered, whe- 
** ther it be for the interest of the 
** PEOPLE, that privilege of Farlia^ 
•* ment should be contracted within 
^ 9om€ certain limits^ or whether the 



** eulject shall he l^ at the mercy ef 
^^ a power, arbitrary upon the face if 

'^ ff, and NOTORIOUSLY UNDER TSB 
^ DIRECTION OFTHECIIOWN.^ — IML 



Gentlemen, 
When some respected members of 8ir 
Francis Burdett*s committee of election 
did one the honour a fortnigbt ago, to 
desire 1 would print (and subscribe raj 
name to) a few hasty reniarks, which I 
had shewn them opon the worthy baro- 
net's letter to his constituents, his ai^u- 
inents, he. I had no thoughts of ob- 
truding my opinion upon you again. It 
is, I hope, almost unnecessary for me 
to say, that my object on that occasion 
was to convince both you and his, (de 
facto) judges on a discussion of mere 
libel, (for all contempt touards, or hin- 
drance of tHeir proceedings was out of 
the question), that his expressions were 
not unwarrantable, when referred to the 
instance which bad occasioned them; 
and as to their unprecedented ** spirit 
^ stirring* tendency, that they -were 
infinitely tamer than what had been ut- 
tered within our own recollection to 
enthusiastic hearers, by the illustrious 
Earl of Chatham midt^r the same roo^ 
and been pnnted and disperst'd ever 
since (without legal question) throughout 
the country. I even went further and a 
little out of my way, by previously sub» 
mitting my ^conclusions and the extracts 
privately to a popular member or two 
of the honourable assenibly, in hopes 
that through their influence and media^r 
tion, the business might have bt^n hap- 
pily terminated without recurrence to 
extremity. As my wishes, however, 
and humble efforts have been inetTectual; 
as that took place which ought not to 
have taken place, and in its, natural 
consecjiience has produced events, all 
to be lamented and some entirely new, 
I have ventured to address you again 
previously to your advertised meeting; 
and I do it the rather, because when 
others are meanly slinking from their 
opinions, I chuse to assert the manhood 
of retaining mine. At this incooveoieat 
distance from'books and authorities, I 
shall not attempt t o argue o question of 
precedent. Nor were the *' appliances 
*" and meant to boot** at hand, would I 
now refer to them. — When we see that 
SO ^ears lucubrations (Jo not ensure an 
emment lawyer's retaining the same de- 
liberately formed opinion for four days 
together (an opiui9U whioh !»• dwrti 
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m week's delay, and obtained it, in or- 
der so to form) it i» surt>ly time for a 
plain OMiatry gpntlemna and the con- 
•ticaent body of the people to look to 
common sense. But as I foresee that a 
Reference to cixnmon sense^ opposed to 
ikctious ambition, will peculiarly require 
A precedent and a stronger precec^t 
than would establish any absurdity, I 
will begin with a precedent for iptroduo- 
ing common sense into a state discus- 
sion. ** There is one plain maxim" 
(says Lord Chatham agatn) ^' to which 
I have invariably adhered through life ; 
that in every quest ion, in* which my 
LIBERTY or my property were concern- 
ed, I should consult and be detennined 
by the dictates of common sense. I 
confess I am apt to distrust the refine- 
ments of learning, because I have seen 
the ablest and most learned men, equal- 
ly liable to deceive themselves and mis- 
lead others. The condition of human 
nature would be lamentable indeed, if 
nothing less than great learning and ta- 
lents which fall to the share of so small 
a number of men, were sufficient to di- 
rect our judgment and our con(jluct. 
But Providence has taken better care of 
our happiness and given us in the sim- 
plicity of COMMON SENSE a rule for 
our direction, by which we shall never 
be misled." Let us impartially apply 
this rule then to the case before us, 
which so peculiarly requires its applica- 
tion — ^And passing entirely /over the 
merits of the letter and argument of Sir 
F. Burdett to his constituents, which 
have been so •fully discussed, let us 
apply this golden rule to the circumstan- 
ces which preceded and produced that 
letter, and to those which have followed 
it. Mr. Gale Jones publishes a libel 
(we will admit for argument) on one or 
two members of that honourable assem- 
bly. Do those individuals put him on 
his trial by his peers, agreeably to the 
law of the land for the alleged libel ? — 
No. — Does the assembly itst If address 
to have the attorney-general directed to 
move an information against him ? No 
—but one of the libelled individuals 
pompously announcing a clause, the 9ih 
ra the declaration of rights^ a clause ex- 
ptessly insisting on freedom of debate 
and proceedings in parliament, and in- 
sisting on them notoriously as against 
the Clown or king, with wliom tin* Bill 
of Eights was in the nature of a solemn 
contract, moves that Mr. G. Jones be 
^«nt to jail for ajibel in violation of the 



Bill of Rii^ts; in the whole of wbich| 
the word libel, or the slightest allusiim 
to it does not occur, and Mr. June^ was 
accordingly sent to jail, where he now 
lies, or rots, without trials upuii the 
aothonty of a famous act, uri:>iii^ out 
of and tht first offspring of a revolution 
passed Ibr the express preservation of 
the rights and liberties of thesutgect: 
the revolution itself, arising out of their 
violation. The first of which rights is 
that, Nullus liber homo, J!fc, S^c. [vide 
Magna CHAaxAJ respecting v^lnch, I 
most just digress lo obseive, timt al- 
though Lord Coke declared Magna 
Charta to be ** such a feiiow tiiat ht 
will endure no equal,^ Lord C. likt 
ot.her lawyers, was sometimes mistaken; 
for not only on the present (»cc.ision, 
but when the judges, on a subject of 
similar interest, alleged Magna (Jharta^ 
in bar of his despotic orders, to Crom- 
well, (who was a very great man) he^ 
irreverently rhyming upon the words^ 
exclaimed, *' your Magna Charta, — 
your Magna F... tu ! VVhat is to coih 
travene me ?" Cromwell indeed had 
talents enough t) redeem great vices — 
but HE was an atrocious despot. Des- 
potism is contagious, and God knows^ 
WHOM it may seize next ! 

Having thus imprisoned Jones by vir- 
tue of the Bill of BricaTS, (spectutum 
admmi!) let us proceed in due senes 
lo the next step. — Mr. Jones is a con- 
stituent of Sir Fiancis Burdett, and he, 
constitutionally, applies to him for the 
benefit of the laws of .the land. Now 
Sir F. Burdett, in a particular manner^ 
(whose reasou must not be omitted)^ 
was constituted the |>eoutiar guardian 
of the very right of which Mr. Jones 
had been deprived. For the committee 
of Sir F BurdetTs election iu addressing 
to him their eloquvot and extelWnt in- 
structions, just a tier his election, from 
their counnittee-room, dated July A^ 
1807, and puhli'^hcd in a pamphlet, 
write as follows — " Vou are sent to ex» 

firess the sense of the people^ and to 
end your best assistance lo ratore to 
them those inestimable blessings of the 
constitution, of \U)xh th<'y b'tve been 
deprived by a long series oj fraud and 
hypocrisy (alluiluig, 1 suppose, to some 
great enemy — Peiuaps Bo>APAaxE;, to 
restore to them a tull, fair, an J free 
repres'^ntation in pHrliumenr, and (be 
use vf trial by jury f L\ ALL CASKS 
WHArEVEU" ! I ! And theselheaU 
rights bir Fiaucis XlurUett solemnl; 
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fag^ hmseif to kra coiMtkucDtt (wbo 
feturned bim so nobljr ajid bonoufaUjF) 
lo €ndeavo«ir hy «verv moaot in hit pow? 
«r to restore. 

Tbisy gecitlemeii, tbrowt a go«d deal 
•f ligbt on Sir Frmncis Burdelt't perth- 
9ueitMy which we wiU, by and by cone 
to. I only want soine one now to throw 
a little bgbt — I am extremely aoxious 
for any oiie indeed to throw ** a little 
itgbt upon the person orpenanSf who^ 
by a long series of fraud and hypocrisv 
bave deprived the people of England,^ 
the electors of Westminster, «ay, ** of 
the inestimable bietsings of the consti- 
tution," ^c. -Now, immediately after 
the wonts, ^ fraud and hypocrisy f** come 
the words, '* io reUorc to them a fully 
ftur, and fret representation iv pa*- 

. jiiahentI** — But surely there was no 
" fraud and hypocrisy r Wmou then 
could the electors of Westminster menn } 
It must have been BojiAPAETS. like 
the country justice's syllogism in Tom 
Jones, If he is not the pretender*s um, 
mhose sou i$ Jtef £rgo, he is the pr^ 
tenders son. If it was not Bojtapartx 
vl)o i»'as it ! &c. We have here got to 
the poiats of Mr. Jones, locked upy 
without a trials by Virtue of the Bill(f' 
JRights, and his application for justice 
t^ bis^ representative, wbo was, in an 
especial manner, held and engaged to 
strive by ^ci^^ery means in hb power to 

• procure i( ior him : Let us now, in due 
progress, see what was done by his elo- 
quent representative, and what by the 

. honourable assembly. Sir F. Burdett 
made out a case enforced by a series of 
pnrliamemary precedents, of judicial 
dicisious, of legal and constitutional an- 
alogiesy ^nd recommended by a strain 
of eloquence, scarcely ever exceeded in 
that house* even by Chatham himself — 
his argument was general — it compre- 
hended the interests — the rights — the 
liberty — the inheritance of every man 
in EngJHnd ; and he concluded it with 
a reference to the particular ol^ect— 
tiie case of his constituent Mr. Jones, 
whose discharge, he ended, by moving 
for. We are now come to the decision 
of the honourable assembly on Mr. 
Joneb's case, and Sir Francis Burdett's 
arguments — but Itrt us agreeably to the 
**ftstina Unte"* just first take a look at 
what has been said touching the compo- 
sition of tlie lAonoumble assembly, which 
the %vorthy baronet's constituents com- 
missioned inm expressly lo labour to re- 
store " to a full, fair^ and frjee repre- 



tentation. Well thes, I suppose thi« 
representation is held neither to be free, 
fiur, or full ! God forbid that I should 
give any opinion. — People in the comh 
try, like me, hear only what geu ioom 
in any one way or other.-* We ebttyn 
a smattering merely of state afiMft.-^ 
We form a kind of ba^ whote Afu, 
as to us is ever in the demb; |att aa 
with regard to the fiinds, we leara tlu4 
the 3 per cents have fidlen or riset^ 
but we have no presentioMfit, and we 
a»e never kt into the seciel. Let av 
however, hear what thoae say, who are » 
^ The Great Statesmtn now no more !^ 
Mr. Pitt, declared in his place la par- 
Hament, alloding to the $tate ijf rot tern 
representation, that whilst that systtia 
remained^ no honest man could ceatiaue 
RMttister of thia country. He aeoordtn^ 
ly was Banister for four-aad-tweMy yean^ 
during which time the outs abused him 
— bat when they got in they praised 
^im ; and the present set are oaly, as 
it were suckers, that grew kom his aest; 
such as we see constantly aboat Fd- 
berts and Lilacs, aud other worse piaatsk 
Mr. Charles Gray also, now F,am% 
GkcT> (but not at aU the more entided 
to credit on that accoant) preseaied tha 
famous petition to the honourable bo«ase 
itself in 1793, in which it is avowed 
amongst other things> that 154 patrons 
return a decided majority of that ho* 
nourable assembly. There are also a- 
^ut 80 placemen and pensioners in 
their own persons, in the hoaonrable 
assembly. All this, however amy be 
yery true, and yet tlie honourable »n>- 
tlemen be extremely independent. Sal 
then there comes out an ugly story aboul 
a Mr. Q. Dick, who was expected to 

vote for the Duke of Y-^ , andwlxv 

when his Ass kicked (to ose a fi^ore 
of Mr. Shandy) was told by a minister 
he must vacate his seat. It was on this 
occasion that Sir J. Anstratber (a laww 
yer God help us !) taunted Mr. Madocks 
with the source of his ^* information so. 
derived*' (so the debates tell as) from 
the rascalilty of a few " persons!^ 
Now I think, and always thought this a 
very great affront upon the member for 
Casliet, of whom aue may say in the 
words of our immortal Barn, " Nothing 
in his life ( parliamentary) became bios 
like the leaving it,'' as well as generally 
speaking a great hardship, that wbea 
two parties enter into au agreemeot^ 
whef&by the one engages to buy for a 
raluable consideration the other's ^ 
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Hour mnd conscience, which the other in 
lilce manner agrees to .sell, that Sir J. 
Anstmrher should in vidiousty single out, 
or allude to the *^ rascal it j" of one of 
the parfies only, and that merely be- 
cause h^ h'ls pearkfd: whilst the other 
was clt>sc to his elbow. I repeat here, 
that r have merely used Sir J. Anstru- 
ther's own reported words, being ex- 
tremely unwilling to give oflRence to any 
body; and I say again, that I think 
Mr. Q. Dick has been very ill used. 
Seriously speakin«r, however, one can- 
not help reflecting with a melancholy 
dts^st, that Mr. Q. Dick should have 
been excluded from the honourable as- 
sembly for the only meritorious thing, 
which, so far as we know, he ever in- 
tended to do, whilst he was in it, and 
that tfic ci'decant Indian Chief Justice 
(w^itk a large pensionj should, in his Ca- 
pacity of meruber of the honourable as- 
sembly, have seen nothing in this trans- 
action of complicated ejuilt to brand 
with his epithet of " ra$calityj** except 
that sole part of it which was beneficial 
tb the public interests of his country — I 
mean its dtvulgement ! En pansant also, 
I may j ust remark, that on this same oc- 
caiifon Mr. Ponsonby, Ex Lord Chan- 
cellor of Ireland (another lawyer) " is 
reported" by the debsktes, to have 
ttared " that he could not consent to 
proceed against individuals, because 
that had been proved to exist, which 
had long been so notorious as the sun at 
noon day, namely, the sale of seats in 
that house !" Here then is their own 
account of these matters — the account 
of the persons who are themselves in 
the secret. Let us now return to Gale 
Jones, and see bow the honourable as- 
sembly, so composed, and ^notoriously*' 
constituted, voted ; always carrying 
Mrith us that, for approving of the Wal- 
cheren Expedition, ministers had nearly 
300 votes, and the opposition consider- 
ably abf»vii 200. Well, then, for re- 
leasin*: Englishmmi firom prison, un^neJ, 
there were found but fourteen of the 
honourable assembly ; and against that 
measure, there were about ten to one I 
Mr. Jones being at length safe under 
lock and key, let us" return to your pa- 
tnoiic representative, and exwnine his 
course. He writes to his constituents, 
lays before them what he has done for 
Jeines, with the grounds of his conduct, 
and the views, up'on which, he formed 
his opinion, on so very momentous a 
qoestion. The subje€C was one which 



indeed was ealcnlated to rdnse the pas- 
sions, And his expressions, to do toem 
jostic'e, are not courtly. Bet he ad> 
dressed them to hts constitutents, in 
treatiag of the condtict and composition 
of a body, such as we find them descri- 
bed by themselves; and this lie did in . 
reference to a detiberation or decision, 
not then pending, or before tlie hoiu^ 
which consequently could be interrupt- 
ed, but which was finally concluded W 
it. You all know, it has been decided 
that parliamentary privilege does not 
extend to the member publishmg a sedi- 
tious libel — and, consequently^ that Sir 
Francis Burdett was as answerable to a 
court of law, as any of his constituents ; 
where his criminality or his innocence 
might have been tried by the established 
laws of his country. But the honourable 
assembly had certain objections (sup- 
ported as some have insinuated, but I 
dont believe it, ty grounds recentlr 
assi;5ned on the other side of the watei) 
to this ancient and simple mod^ of tnal, 
and having committed the client, they 
judged it but barely impartial to commit 
the advocate — ^which puts me in mind of 
what I have known happen in the 
Slave Trade, on the Coast of Guinea; 
wliere the natives being extremely liti- 
gious, it is no uncommon thing in a very 
complicated cause, for a ship's super- 
cargo to buy the judges, the plaintifl^ 
the def^ndent, the advocates, and all the 
witnesses on both si^s. Agreeably to 
this coropendio'us tnethod, Sir Francis 
Burdett was ordi^red by a majority of 
169 against 152, to be sent to the Tow* 
er. And the Speaker's warrant being 
issued, lie refused to obey it. The con- 
sequences are known to you all, and the 
members of the honourable assembly, 
wliilst they all. almost seem entirely to 
have disowoed, for* obvious reasons have 
not thought it expedient to expel him. 
It is to a proper appreciation of the 
whole of this transaction, and of Sir F. 
Burdett's conduct, as connected with 
it, that I shall briefly request your at- 
tention — but 1 most first offer a few ra- 
pid thoughts on the nature and coose^ 
qnences of the claims of the honourable 
assembly to act as a court of criminal 
judicature, in cases not arising out of" 
an interruption offered to their pniceed- 
ings, and which 9ir Francis Burdett has 
in part omitted. In this character then 
they certainly (whate%'er precedents may" 
be produced for it) can only act by 
domraTening all our* •rigina! Englisb 
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notions of jorisprudence, for they are 
1st. accusers, 2'lly. legislators, ex post 
facto ; 3dly. puriies in the cause, in 
which th«»y act; 4th. judges to npply 
the law, thus made subsequent to the 
fact; 5»h. they cannot swear a witness ; 
6th. they are not sworn themselves al- 
though acting; both as judges of the law 
and triers of the fact. 7ih. the party 
has no chnHenge, although beyond every 
other tribunal, obviously liable to pre- 
judicial partiality :— ^th. they give a 
sentence by majority (which we have 
seen the minister mamtain for twenty- 
four years) and not by unanimity, which 
the English law positively requires. — 
9th. the accused it not present during 
his trial — he does not consequently 
hear the evidence or objections against 
him, and has no opportunity of waking 
any defence, either personally, or by 
counsel. — 10th. they imprison as their 
warrant expresses it during pleasure; 
which IS not, excepting in Turkey, or 
perhaps Calcutta, a legal sentence. — 
11th. They have uo means of enforcing 
obedience in case of resistance, but by 
addressing their warrant to the civil 
power, which was never before done, 
and is consequently an usurpation. — 
12th. If they act ever so absurdly or il- 
legally, the party suffering has oo re- 
medy against them. — Lastly, There are 
courts expressly appointed by common 
ahd statute law, for cognizance of the 
very matters^ over which they claim 
jurisdiction. 

The laws of England (guas nolumus 
nutare) admit of no mode of criminal 
tnal (miless in parliamentary impeach^ 
ment, where the peers are judges and 
the commons accusers,) but by a pan- 
ne! of twelve jurors, indifferently cho^ 
sen, sworn to make true deliverance-^ 
against any of which as their Dames 
are read to him, the accused has a pre- 
vious challenge peremptory and capri- 
cious to a certain extent, and on cause 
shewn to an extent. . To secure justice 
to the accused^ ant honest man in twelve^ 
by the necessity of uoifonnity, is alone 
f ufficieot. I would desire no more. And 
whenever the spirit of £ii|^and has so 
declined, that one honest man in twelve 
is not to be found, it will stgutfy \erf 
little' by what tribunal we are tried, or 
liow much veare puniahed. But to s»- 
cuiv an accused person in a trial by the 
kovse i»f Cummuos, it becomes neces- 
sary to kive sa itt twelve, with th# 
Speakii^a^MtMiffQtei in order to ac- 



quittal. — It is, I confess, impossible to 
apply a scale of integrity and impartiality 
to any very numerous and fluctuating 
assembly; but it appears to me, that 
where the calculation is made upon po* 
liticiansy the admission that six men in 
twelve are honest, impartial, and indif- 
ferent, would, fnrsucn an assembly in 
any other country, be rather too large ! 
and one in twelve (which is sufficient in 
a jury) might be found, in fact, nearer 
the mark. — Some persons, indeed, bat 
they are jacobins, would say not one in 
one hundred ! 

I am moreover so far from thinking 
that this criminal judicial power, %vbrch 
they arrogate the right to exercise, should 
be unquestioned in respect of their own 
members; that I am clearly of opinion, 
it is more likely to be abused in their re- 
spect, than the ^me power exercised 
over any other members of the commu- 
nity, tn regard to the great mass of the 
national individuals, such a body might 
be impartial ; no oue of us can much 
molest them; hut towards such of their 
own assembly, as act with any spirit 
and decision, a great body of them must 
be in perpetual habits of rivalry, hosti- 
lity, hatred— or of sympathy and co- 
operation — alike enemies to indifferent 
and impartial judgment. 

In this view of the subject it happens 
relevantly enough, that your worthy re- 
presentative has made himself alike ob- 
noxious, to both of the political masses 
of factions, into which the honourable 
assembly is nearly divided; whose pre- 
tensions to public confidence, he has re- 
ciprocally exploded : and whose power 
and pro6t h^ has done all, that his exer- 
tions could do to abridge. lu short he 
had renounced the Espnt de Corps, and 
was consequently both feared and hated. 
He had made depredations not upon us, 
but upon them. This was jpry unjusti- 
fiable m the baronet, who ought to have 
been, at least, true to his associates, 
which reminds me of a pleasant stoiy, 
told by Dr. Franklin. It is a Newgale 
anecdote, (but I intend no disrespect) 
where " one of the prisoners complain- 
ed, that in the nigbt, somffbody bad ta* 
ken hisbucUesOQt of his shoes.'' •«Wfaa( 
the devil !" says another, •« have we 
thieves then amongst u&7 it must not 
be suffered, let us find Q«t tbc rogue and 
pump him to deatli." Tbb is» perhaps, 
as ^id an occasion as wiN occur, for 
saying a word or two upon the sirrtcK' 
hi§ pioperty of pow^r — formerly the 
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me^sent^ers of the house have been 
themselves taken up, and the members 
had ho ulterior resource for enforcing 
their warrant ; which were then held — 
simply as warrants in gontempt. They 
are now grown to warrants in execu- 
tion, according to Mr. Adam, and the 
Attorney-General ; and they can break 
open a man's house — and after hurrying 
bim from (hence to prison, the next 
step in the warrant may be, the putting 
bim to death — for unless torture, there 
is no intermediate step. 

It surprises me, however, that when 
the Attorney-General, (who justified the 
KOusB-FORciNG by analogy) was consi- 
dering this case, he did not consider 
that the courts below, might, by possibi- 
lity, grant a habeas-corpus. — How if 
this sl^uld happen, and the bouse should 
support its warrant in execution, ad* 
dressed to all sheriffs, &c. &c. it might 
happen, that the Clerk of the King*s- 
Bench would order the sheriff to en« 
force the writ of habeas-corpus, with 
the posse comitatus, htiA the house of 
Commons would order him, with tho 
posse to resist it. In this predicament, 
Bheritfs Wood and Arkins might each 
take a side and fight it out, like the 
CcTRif and IIoratii, between them.— » 
Nor do I see any other or better way of 
settling it. 

I recur dow (as premised) to what 
preceded and has followed the caption, 
at least to such parts as are important. 

The alleged "deception" of Mr. Col- 
man, (who by the bye appears only to 
have been deceived by himself,) is aW 
most too ludicrous to claim notice. Col* 
man seems, indeed, to be a very credu- 
loas, worthy, honourable man; quali- 
ties not at ail adapted to his neto fune" 
twn — he accordingly was, and mast be, 
until by pra/ctice he losses those qaali- 
tie», a vary bad hinUff, — But who, in 
the name of God, ever beard of honour 
in the aEEair of getting a bailiff oat of 
one's boose ! fiut even this wretched 
imputation is*oot (nie» as alleged ai^sl. 
Sir Francis Burdett. Having contended 
that their process was ille]^, (withont 
convincing the house in Joneses case;) 
he now determined to shew them, that, 
without more usi|fnatkMi an their part^ 
it was impractici^Ue* Bvt' Cobnan sor* 
prised him, prohdify bcfera he \Mr 
made his arrangemcali lor resittanor; 
before his resistance, ki abort, was pre* 
pared. What then did SirFktncb twfkj 
\m him? That he wwld hff^sm $9 
▼•X/. Y19« 



receive him the next day at twelve. And 
the baronet, as we know, literally and 
Jully kept his word. But I will make 
his enemies and Mr. Caiman a present 
of his promise a^ obligatory (in the 
sense in which it was received) upon a 
man .of honour. And I will grant that 
Sir Francis Burdett did intend, and did 
virtually promise Mr. Colman to ac- 
company him to the Tower then next 
day at twelve. — Whilst, for reasons suf- 
ficiently valid to his own judgment, and 
important to the public cause, which ha 
was advocating, be had determined not 
to go seouer. pid nothing occur then 
in the mean time which totally released 
Sir Francis Burdett from such implied 
eagagement? — ^Were there not two par- 
ties to it? And did not Mr. Colman 
himself break it and absolve Sir Francis, 
by reiorntog the same evening a.*J «n- 
puting on then executing his warrant, 
which he was previously as much en- 
gaged to postpone, as the baronet teas 
engaged to surrender f Let roe end 
then this childish discussion which would 
die of it^- own imbecility, and go td 
more material business ^ Sir Francis 
Burdett would receive itiLUocuous a thou- 
sand shafb on his ample shield uf cha- 
racter ! 

Well, we have now got Mr. Jones 
imprisoned by virtue of the Bill of 
Rights, and his advocate, Sir Francis 
burdett, jovit representative, . ordered 
to be imprisoned for addressing his con<- 
stituents on behalf of Magna Charta ; 
and lastly. Sir FVancis outwitting the 
catchpole, and resisting the Speaker's 
warrant on the ground of its illegality — 
and of his oath of allegiance, and of 
•bedience to the King's laws. Let us 
see what follovvs: — ^The first lord of the 
treasury, clerk of ttte irons, and prime 
minister, who was a lawyer and attor* 
ney-general ; the secretary of state who 
was also a lawyer; the Speaker who 
was a lawyer, the attorney ^neral, who 
is a lawyer, were respectively consulted 
by Mr. Colman regarding the execution 
of the warrant. The three first thank 
Mr. Colman, apd beg to be excused. The 
very Speaker refuses to give even ad 
opinion to the seijeant at arms, touching 
Vbk legal execution of his own warrant 
which Sir Francis Burdett is inculpated 
hj'ontcry for resisting. — ^The rebulting 
consequences of an illegal process, be- 
ing^ wt the very first time, imputed to 
tbeptt^who legally refuse to* submit 
to it. The auomey 'general after ddif^ 
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beration does (on a reasoning of ana- 
locjf !) for \^hich he expressly sajs, 
tlieie is no precedent, give an opinion, 
UkU the warrant will justify the break- 
ing open the sanctuaiy of a man's pri- 
vate dwelling. Now it deserves remark, 
that the twelve judges to whom appeals 
are, or may be made by the paltry sur- 
veyor or the party in every petty tax 
surcharge, are never once thought of by 
ministry, or the Speaker in all this em- 
barrasroent. — But a reference on the 
constitutional efficacy of a warrant 
whose exercise to the extent in question 
had BO precedent in 600 years, and 
whose contended for necessity, arose 
outof a voteofthe bouse of commons, 
was referred to — to whom? Why, to 
tbe attorney general, who had voted for 
Sir F, Burdett's commitment, that is, 
for the itsue of the warrant, whose im- 
practibility, had it been demonstrated 
would not^mly have concluded against 
Us legality, but would have made the 
majority of the bouse and the attorney 
|[^eral himself ridiculous ! Of all tl^e 
lawyers then in England, whose advice 
ought to have been taken, the attorney 
general's was perhaps the most excep- 
tionable, lie was accordingly as must 
have been expected, the only one whose 
advice was resorted to and tnk^n. 

Mr. Adam (another lawyer!) says he 
bad no doubt that it was a zcai-rnnt in 
execution, (which justifies such act) 
whilst the Speaker on the other hand 
more advisedly and certainly not less 
constitutionally, says he esteemed it a 
" varrant for contempf* (vvh'ich is a v^ry 
different ifcing,) and ** that" consequent- 
ly '* he would not advise the officer to 
risk his life upon reasonings and ana- 
logics^* 

:Mr. C. Wynne again (I perceive 
another lawyer) " thought the house un- 
questionably possessed all the powers 
necessary to enforce its warrant/' — Mr, 
Perceval moreover said he had foreseen 
all the consequences, and yet he i/r- 
ged the measure, whilst Sir S. Romilly 
who had also, as he said, foreseen all 
the consequences (except perhaps his 
bis own Palinody) dissuaikd the mea- 
sure. Tliese are all learned as well as 
honourable gentleman, and by the nb- 
fcurd consequences to be deduced by 
common sense (without learning) fmtn 
their clashing opinions and reasonings 
(if so they can be called) have made out 
« mobt complete case of justilic^ition 
f(»r Sir t. Burdett, had hii conduct re- 



quired it. Lord Porchester '* congntu- 
lated the house and the country chat ne 
honourable gentleman approved of Sir 
Frincis Burden's conduct."— Upon the 
whole, though, probably from totally • 
different reason, I also congratulate the 
country (not the "boused upon the una- 
nimity ; and I agree with Mr. Whitbre«<l> 

* in being more convinced of the nece»- 
sity of a parliamentary refont), from the 
proceedings of the last two months (I 
could have shortened the period) than 
ever I was before." I have also, with 
Mr. Whilbread, no objection to make 
the Speaker's warrant in all cases where 
their constitutiolial duties are iniemtpted 
by contempt, as •*omwii»otkiit" as Ae 
or they can desire^— but I never will a* 
gree to give to the members of that 
house, composed as it has been described 
by themselves to be, a power of impri- 
soning in execution any of the people of 
England without trial, and I will still 
less agree to give them the power of ar- 
bitarily, without trial, depriving the city 
of Westminster, or any other Iree and 
treat city of its representative. For me 
1 see no difference, whether I am my- 
self nrbitarily deprived ofw^ liberty, or 
whether that man be depru^ed ot hit^ 
fvhom I have chosen and senttoprotecr» 
in my hehalf, both that and all my o- 
ther rights. When I am myself impri^ 
ioned,* I am but attacked in respect of 
that one rinhi ; but ♦rhen my representa- 
tive is, witnout legal cause, imprisoned, 
I am exposed unprotected to an attack 
upon every interest and right I sent him 
to watch over. — Mankmd have vei^ 
base passions, and I can conceive it 
possible, amongst politicians particuiar- 
Jy, for a conspiracy to be formed to 
remove a man ** in order to be relieved 
from his superiority !" If the minister 
commands a venal majority (himself the 
creature of the crown,) and if this roa- 
jority has a power of committing to pri- 
son during its pleasure, or its sitting, 
any .persons, members or others, wlio 
may offend the minister, there is thea 
an end of the boasted liberties of Eng- 
land, and we shodld talk no more about 
ilieni. P.very man of us lives at large 
merely on sufl^rance, and we are, as 
Junius expresses it, The slaves of the 
house of comnrons, and tlnough them 
tve are the slaves of the king and h» 
minister? — whicb latter, in the opinion 

* of Mr. Pitt, eottldnot be honest men- '^ 
irns entertaluing enough, to look at the 
fete dtbate respecting ^rF.D. '* from tbe 
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loop-faol^ of retreat/' and to see the 
OVTS wanderiDg from tlie question (Sir 
F. B/s letter) to crinmate the ministry 
for not having more pnmptly and vigo- 
roosly let loose the military, upon the 
p€opie of Westminster — and lor not 
backing, with all theibrce of the eJbecu- 
trve arm, a proceeding which hao no 
PRBCED£HT ! And which, only one Uw 
officer was fooad bold enou)&h to advise, 
migbt be ventured upon ! But they, the 
OnCs, not one of them stepped forward 
to advocate the. inviolabiUty of an En- 
glishman's house, hit lierto emphatically 
or synooimoasly denominated nis cnstle 
—and, indeed, the conduct of the boose 
of commons has a tendency, rather to 
improve the analogy between tlte two— 
For the Eoglisbroan's house, will be now 
•tili more hke his cattlci since to make 
k secure he must maintain a gwrison 
in it!! 

For my part, I thank the ministry for 
their qonstitotional timidity (though I 
am glad that the army was called 
out,) and I agree with Mr. Perceval 
(now that thia has happened,) " That 
there never was a moment, when there 
9M$ less to be feared ftrr the country f or 
tke constitution/" The unanimity 
w^xch he was so anxious to obtain, he 
may be assured will have its fail efiect; 
and will beget a corresponding unani- 
mity amongst the people cf England, 
Where was the soul of Chatham, that it 
did BOt scowl away this sneaking and 
Canting solicitude for unanimity ? When 
the constitution, as he thought, stqoo 
viOLAT£i>, what did he say to the legis- 
lature? Heal the wound, redress the 
grievance. — On that foundation I would 
take the lead in recommending peace 
and harmony to the people — on any 
other, I would never wish to see them 
tmited ogain. If the breach m tlie cou- 
•titution be effectually repaired, the peo- 
ple will, of themselves, return to a state 
of tranquillity. If not, may discord 
prevail for ever I 

I also thank the Attoroey^General, 
not only for his opinion which occasion- 
ed the forcible entry, but for his simile 
abuut the Sebvants' Hall, which is 
incomparably the best part of what the 
ignorant reporters have given of his 
speech. You will have smiled, witli me, 
no doubt, geutlemen, at the surmise 
about the probality of your worthy re- 
reprensative petitioning the honourable 
members. — Sir Francis Burdeit's peti- 
l^ni But if, on the one band, I 



have given the ministers praise for what 
the Outs have blamed theoi, I must on 
the other hand censure them for a neg- 
lect, in regard to which, their opponents 
are utteily silent. — I mean in letting 
slip the opportunity which was otfered 
them of giving en advice to his Majesty 
which would have redounded highly to 
the popularity ol his government. The 
King's rights had no concern in the conr 
test which had arisen solely out of the 
arrogated privileges of the house of 
commons. On this occasion, above all 
others, his Majesty should have been 
advised to assume the dignified ground 
of mediation — and if that failed, hisser* 
vants (as they call themselves) might 
have advised him to exercise his un- 
doubted prerogative of proroguing of 
dissolving the parliament (to which they 
will yet be obliged to recur, if you, gen- 
tlemen, devour duty;) but his Majesty 
never should have been advised to risk 
the popularity of his government by 
permitting his ministers to make him ap- 
pear en accessary with the house of com- 
mons in enforcing with all his civil and 
miiitaiy recources, a warrant not issu^ 
ingj'rom his courts, whose legality was 
at least questionable, whose exertion to 
that extent was \dtogether unprecedent- 
ed; and whose immediate operatioo 
went to shake the jxeace of his own me- 
tropolis, by dragging out of his house, 
at the risk of tlie blood of lu's subjects, 
their beloved representative, for having 
ably advocated the rights of f.vkby 
HAN in ENGLAND in those of one of 
his constituents! and all this convul- 
sion and mighty movement, for what? 
Because the member for Westminster 
had addressed a Letter and an Argu- 
ment of law to his constituents, which, 
if libellous, might have curried a verdict 
in any of the ordinary courts of law. 

So far then am I trom agreeing with 
the whigs in ct^nsurin^ the tardiness of 
the ministry, that I think their having 
mixed the name of the king or his go- 
vernment with it, is by far the most se- 
rious and alarming part of the transac- 
tion — and their long hesitation the only 
meritorious part of their conduct, — for 
I can see no motive but a bad one for 
the executive government abetting the 
house of Commons in the exertion of 
an arbitrary act ofprPoilege (for so they 
call it) which at once extingui<ihes, in 
its exercise both the liberty of the 
press, and the liberty of the subject, 
and bys them both prostrate at the feer • 
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oftheminitter. Corraptioii indeed on 
both tides of the liouie^ by this com- 
pendious contrivance has got rid of its 
three implacable enemies, — Sir F. Bur^ 
dett — the Liberty of the Preu — and the 
trial by jury / Lord Mansfield thought 
he had done a great deal, when, for a 
time, in trials foi libel, he had limited 
the jury to a special verdict, (and even 
that attempt called all England on its 
legs !)— He, poor blind man, never fore- 
seeing that a period would so shortly 
arrive, when, in the same cases, juries 
would be laid aside altogether^ and their 
'whole jurisdiction of lioel, as well as 
the friecutive punishment of it brought 
within the arbitrium of the bouse of 
Commons. Compared with this, indeed, 
if it is to be a future resource of the go- 
vernment; the Star Chamber, illegal 
and arbitrary as it was, was an institu- 
tion of liberty ; — for not only in ks name 
and its forms, was it less convenient for 
tyranny, but it was armed with a far 
less omnipotent authority; such as is 
DOW arrogated for a warrant of the house 
of Commons. — A word or two now can 
only be allowed me for referring to the 
extent of resistance resorted to by your 
magnanimous representative. And nere 
it must never be forgotten that a strong 
part of the legal resistance which Sir 
Francis Burdett could make to the usur- 
pation of the house of Commons, con- 
sisted in his exhibition of the process 
of their warrant being impracticable 
without their resorting to still further 
usurpations — One act of wickedness ever 
requiring another to support it. — It is in 
this spirit that Joseph Surface, \fi the 
School for Scandal, observes, that when- 
ever he drawk upon his invention for a 
current l)e, he always forges an indorse- 
ment as well as the bill ! fiut to be se- 
rious in a cause wliich has indeed where- 
withal to make us so— A man who accepts 
the trust of a nation's rights, can never 
be authorised, on his own judgment, to 
compromise them. — Sir Francis Burdett, 
besides, had the most convincing proofs 
'that you fully approved of his resolution 
— it was a resolution founded on the du- 
ty he felt, of ipaintaiuing our rights, as 
well as his own. — ^Tlie original question 
had arisen out of your wrongs — not his. 
It was not for him — for a man so cir- 
cumstanced — for a representative of the 
metropolis, supported by his constitu- 
ents, to calculate on the casualties of a 
contest, for freedom. It was his busi- 
0esi^ as it was bis object, to prevail, if 



he could ; and if he was obliged to yield> 
to yield to late, and w actual necessity 
—not to apprehension. 

It was said by Sir Samuel Romillj 
and Mr. Whitbread, that a less pertt- 
naceous resistance might have tried the 
right, and the efficacy of the habeas cor- 

I)us. — It must not, however, be over- 
ooked, that a court below intimidated 
(as some of its counsel appears to hav^ 
been) at this indefinite proclamation of 

Erivilege, might and probably would 
ave refused to issue the writ, and the 
legality, in consequepce, could never 
have come in solemn demurer before it; 
and this refusal would have had its pre- 
cedent. But I am trifling with so bigb 
a question. liberty never was woo 
without contention. Our forefathers^ 
who transmitted it to us, sought it where 
it was then to be found — iu danger !-^ 
Hamden sought in the field— Sidney, ob 
the scafibld — Burdett, in his own house; 
hitherto (at least against parliamentary 
warrants) the inviolable asylum of every 
Englishman ! ! — ^These^ hb illustrious 
predecessors, did not stop, any more 
than himself, to consider who mkht fail 
— but what they contended for f Had 
that consideration stopped them, Eng- 
land would have had no liberty. — He 
has re-exhibited to you, and to his coun- 
trymen, the noble example of resistance 
aeainst the encroachments of power, 
m^iose lustre will dissipate the factious 
censure of the day. Of the whole vo- 
lume of the history of his struggles for 
civil liberty, this page is the most bril- 
liant — will be the most durable for hit 
fame, and the most extensivdy seri^ice- 
able to his country. — lie had done for 
Mr. Jones (as he told you) all that he 
could do in parliament; and he bus done, 
as an Englishman in defending his house, 
all that he could do for you and for bis 
Country at large, in his personal exam- 
ple. One example is worth a thousand 
precepts. I hope this will have its ef- 
fect ; and I trust, that when assailed bj 
illegal violence, there is not a man in 
England who will not follow it. You, 
gentlemen, have on this peculiar 'occa- 
sion, an example not only to follow, 
but also to exhibit to the kingdom; there 
can be no doubt of your fully discharg- 
ing your duty. May I add in the words o# 
Junius, that that course is most likejy 
to be sustained with finnness, whicb 
shall be adopted with moderation, and 
that the only course which can Ds 
avert tyranny, 19 that which sb«U cm 
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pel n speedy reform of the hoase of com- 
mons; not iu their opinions, for those 
thejf will never alter — not in their per- 
sons — for those, as they are now chosen, 
jou can never substantially change^ but 
a radical reform in the system of elec- 
tion, and in the duration of the trust. 
You may then revive something like that 
proud and virtuous state, which Mid- 
dleton describes to have existed in an* 
cient Rome, and which to your eternal 
honour has been revived at your elec- 
tion in the city ef Westminster : — where 
the great gave their labours to the peo- 
ple, and the people repaid them with 
the honours and preferments, which 
they had the power to bestow. This 
was a wise and happy constitution, 
where, by a neces^ry connection be- 
tween virtue and honour, they served 
fnutually tu produce and perpetuate 
each other ; where the reward of honour 
excited merit,, aad merit never failed to 
produce honours — the only policy wliich 
can make a nation great and prosperous ! 
With sincere hopes that we may live to 
iee such timet is England, and that our 
efforts may contribute to them, 
I have the honour to be, 
Your's, &c. Gentlemen, 

J. C. WoaTHlNGTON. 

SmUhtmptcfj^ April 15, 1810. 



NOTHING-TOtDO gbntlbmbnI 

[The following are the naraes^of some 
lew of that great and important body of 
men, who nre well paid for having no- 
thing to do, and are therefore regarded 
asthepi/iart qftkeitate. It must be 
a consolation to the people who have to 
pay the taxes, that m addition to the 
army and navy who hazard their lives 
in the defence of their country, there 
is a powerful phalanx both in and out 
of parliament, who are living examples 
of the excellence of our coustiitution, 
since they are mainicinedfor no earthly 
purpote out to ihew iti beauty f] 

Extracts from the First Report of 

the Select Committee on Sinecure 

Offices. 

The right hon, George Ros^, a 

member of the house, examined. 

Are you clerk of the parliaments ? 

Yes ; 1 hold the office by a grunt 

from the crown, under a reversion 



granted tome, on the death of the lat« 
Mr. A. Cowper. I succeeded in the 
year 1788, in the same terms as th« 
grant had been made for many cen- 
turies, for two or three lives, to h% 
executed by myself or deputy. 

By whom have the duties been 
performed since you held the office I 
By the clerk assistant of the housa 
of lords, under an appointment from 
me. 

Would any, and what,, inconve- 
nience arise from the abolition of 
your office of clerk of parliaments ? 
1 feel a difficulty in expressing an 
opinion upon this subject. 

Has any inconvenience in point 
of fact arisen from tbo office being 
executed by deputy during the time 
you have pos^sscd it? I believe 
not the slightest. 

Have you ever been called upon to 
execute this duty in person t Cer* 
tainh/ not. 

Mr. Rose delivered in an account 
of the net receipts of the clerk of the 
parliaments, on an average of the 
last seven year!» amounting to 49461. 

Thomas Davis Lamb, Esq. Law 
CUrk in the Secretary oj State's 
Office f called in and examined. 

What are the duties of that office 
as performed by you ? Since my ap* 
pointment I hopce not been called upon 
to perjorm any. 

Are there any duties which yo« 
conceive yourself liable to be called 
upon to perform ? / have been told 
there are duties , but I have never been 
able to ascertain what they were. 

How long have you held the office^ 
Since the year 1806\ 

Mr. James William Morbisov 
called lit, and examined. 

What arc the duties performed by 
the master of the mi tit in person f 
The master of the mint, for some 
time, has not done any part of the 
routine business of the office ; he si^^ 
certain papers, but never attends the 
office on the routine business. 

What are the duties performed in. 
person by the warden of the ui'int/ 
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T^ warden tt tbe mint ii a check 
#flficf*r upon tbe master. 

WKftt duties does be perform in 
person ) JU ike duif u dam by « 

Wbnt are the duties peribrmed by 
fl^ comptroller of the mint in per« 
if)h ? AU kii duties an performed bf 

What arc the duties performed by 
tbe surveyor of the meltinss, and 
clerk of the irons ? He performe «• 
ittiy dt M personaiiyy he ka$ a regu* 
latdepmhf, 

James MACi>oirALi>, Esq. amenh 
her of the kouae^ examined. 

Yon are one of the clerks of the 
privy seal f I am. 

What duties do you perform in 
l^^rson ? Nvne ; I execute the office 
%hoUy by deputy. 

Cu A RLEs Broughtok, Esf^Jrom 
Secretary of States Office, caiied 
in and examtned. 

Is Mr. Goddardy who holds the 
eflice of collector and transmitter of 
state papers, in town \ No, he is' at 
H distance from London. 

What are the duties performed in 
f^rson by the collector and trans* 
mitter of state papers ^ None v^at* 
kttr. 

Are there any performed by dc* 
|»uty ? None xAatever, 

Were there ever any ? Not with* 
h my recofltction. 

. Mr, John Steele, caikd in, and 
examined. 

Do you belong to the alienation 
office? I do. 

What office do you hold there? 
That of deputy receiver. 

Can ymi state the duty of the 
commissioners ? To set the fines on 
writs of entry and writs of covenant. 

Do liiey execute those duties in 
person ? Noy by deputy. 

Do they ever at^cnd^ in person ? 
Nncr. 

What is the nature of the office of 
roaster in chancery held by Mr. 
Flopd ? To administer oaths when 
balled upon sb to do, 



Does be execute that in person f 
No, always by deputy, during the 
time I have been in office, whicH 
has been fifteen years. 

Has each gentleman a separate 
depaty ? Yes. 

TuoBf A8 BuRTov, Esq. called imp 
and examined. 

What is your office? Secretary 
to the board of excise. 

What is the nature of the office of 
comptroller general of accounts ia 
the excise ? To controul and check 
all the accounts both of charge aad 
dischal-ge, that pass through the 
hands of the commissioners and their 
accountants. 

Does he execute that office in per- 
son? No, entirely by deputy; he 
holds his office by patent, to be ex- 
ecuted by himself and his sufficient 
deputy. 

Would there be any inconvenience 
to the public fiom the deputy alto* 
gethcr performing the duties of the 
office ? I can piont out no inconxe* 
nknce. 

George Watsoit, Esq. caUed im 
and examined. 

You are the deputy of Lord Cam* 
dtn in the exchequer ? I am ? 

What are the duties the tellers 
peribrmed in person ? The teller has 
no duty of any description whatever; 
he appoints his deputy. 

There arc no papers which he is 
obliged to sign during the continu* 
ancc of his deputy ? No. 

Arc all the tellers upon the same 
footing ? I believe they are. In the 
Sixth Report in the year 178l> it ia 
stated as an absolute acknowledged 
simple sinecure ; there is no pretence 
of duty attached to it. 

The most noble the Duke of MovT' 
Resx (Earl Graham) cedledim 
and examined. 

What are the duties of the office 
of lord justice general m Scotland ? 
It is an office the appointment to 
which is in the crown ; the duties of 
it I apprehend to be to preside in 
t(ie court of justiciary, either in ibt 
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court at Edinbnrf^li, or upon the 
circuits, if he thinks it his duty to 
take his seat in that court. 

Has your grace ever thought it 
your duty to take your scat in that 
court ? I have taken my seat in that 
-court. 

Does your grace often attend the 
sitting of that court ? 1 have not 
thought myself calied upon by my 
duty frequently to take my seat in 
that court. 

How often has your f^rwce aai 
there? I have^at imce at Bdinbwrgk* 

Are those aU the duties betongtog 
to the office of lord justice general ? 
There are some appointments, I 
think, which are made by the ju8« 
tice general, i hare not been calied 
upon to execute any other hitherto. 

Has any case occurred since your 
grace has been lord justice general, 
where yo^ have found it your- parti- 
cular duty to attend in person ? 
There has not. 

The most nobie the Duke o/Gon- 
DON (^Ear/</ Norwich) cisUed 
in and examined. 

Your grace is keeper ©f the great 
seal in Scotland? lam. 

What are the duties of that ofiice? 
They arc to put the great seal to 
various charters, and.<^er tnstroF 
ments. 

Does your grace execute that df* 
ficc personally, or by deputy? J 
execute it as it atmays has been done, 
by deputy. 

What is the salary of the deputy ? 
That is a matter of private arrange- 
ment between him and myself; he 
has no salary paid by the .public. 

There are no references made to 
your grace by your deputy ? There 
are not. 

The right horn, the Earl of Buck- 
iiTGHAMSHfaEt coUed imand ex- 
amined. 

Your lordship is clerk of the com- 
mon picas office in the court of ex- 
chequer in Ireland ? Yes. 

What are the duties of that office 
which are executed by your lordship 



in person ? "Ihme exeeaied nme vr 
the duties in person. *; 

The whole of the duties nre exe- 
cuted by deputy ? Entirely. 

By whom is the deputy appoial- 
ed ? By myself. 

With the approbatioa of tbe couff 
of common plccM, or merely ^f yout' 
own accord ? I conceive entirely of 
my own accord. 

The right hon. Lord Visamtt Ma- 
«oir, a mouber of the ioMse^ m- 



What is the nature «f the < 
|«uf lordship holds in Ireland/ — 
Keeper ef the records in the Birmtiif^ 
ham Tower. 

What are ^e duties of th«t office 
as they have been exeeuted b^* yottr 
knrdship in person? The dwtie» (sf 
that office home been wholly executed 
by deputy, and they consist in at- 
tending at die Birmingham Tower, 
to make searches whenavcr it .is m^ 
ccssary to do so. 

Your lovdship b surveyor of tbo 
green wax .in ihe court ofexchequerf 
i am. 

What are the duties <»f that dfice 
as they have been executed by your 
lordship in person ? The duties of 
that office iove been wholly executed 
by ieputy.. 

TJte nglitioM. Xor<f FtscMwf Mea. 
viLLE, called in, ^nd emumutdm 

Your lordship is keeper oi itte 
privy seal in Scotland ? I am* 

What areithe.ikitie8,of that office 
as executed by yaurloniskfpin per^ 
son? Thes-eare soxrody my at all 
executed by myself m pessson., 

Is tbe whdk of the office of privy 
seal executed by deputy.? It s» 
wholly. 

There has^not arisen any case ix 
which your lordship's deputy has 
had occasion to refer to you while 
you have held the office ? There hoi 
not. 

The right hon. Lord Robert Set- 
hour, m member of the house 
examined. 

Youi lordship is proihonotary . in 
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Ae Court of King's Bench in Ire- 
land f , 1 am. 

What are the duties of that office 
ms executed by your lordship in per- 
•on } I have not executed any of 
them, but I presume that I might 
•xecute them all . they i arc various. 

How many years has your lord- 
ship held that office? About ten 
years. 

During that time has your lord- 
thip ever been called upon' to dis- 
charge any of the duties of it in per- 
son ? Neoer, 

It has been executed wholly by 
deputy during your lordship's hold- 
ing it? Fes. 

What are the duties of the crown 
office as executed by your lordship 
in person? J km>e neoer exicuted 
€my ^ike dutki of Hat qfice. 

Your lordship also holds. Jointly 
with Lord Henry Seymour, the of- 
ioi of filaier in the King's Bench ? 
I do. 

What is the duty of the office of 
filaier? To file and record the 
proceedings of the court, whiek has 
ntotr htm eweeuied Iffmeim pfr»om. 

What has his lordship received 
from these offices for the last three 
years? In the year 1S07— S, we 
ffCcAved in England, clear of all 
deductions, 8,1951. 15s. 8d. in the 
ymr liOS— 9>9»lfill* 17s.id.in the 
yetr 180$-- 10, 9,3571. lis. 4d. 
sterling. 

Ubvet LuTTAiLi., Esq. aJUdm, 



YoQ are derk of Ae ppe in Ire* 
land ? I aM. 

What are the datiet of that office 
as performed by yourself? jYlMie. 

How many years have you had 
that office? Ten years* 

Have you never been called upon 
to execute the duties in person ?— 

Tkt right ilea, the BarirfKon^ 
LTV, adied in, and extmmed. 

Your lordship holds the office of 
director of chancery in Scotland ? 
I do. 



What are the duties performed by 
your lordship in person ? ^^ne. 

Has your lordship a deputy ? Ya, 

The right hon. Lord Ardev, call- 
ed tn, and examiued. 

Your lordship is register of the 
high court of appeal for prises of 
the high court of admiralty, and of 
the high court of delegates ? 1 am. 

What is the nature of the duties 
of the office of register of the high 
court of admiralty, which your 
lordship executes in person? Mr 

OFFICE IS A FREEHOLD OFFICE FOE 

LIFE ; OMd therefore^ before I antwer ' 
OMf question^ I beg to kn^m ^whether 
' the committee can gifoc me assurance 
that the esuttng interest of that ^ce 
is not in any respect whatever within 
the purvtew of these resoiutimu. 

[The committee read to his lord- 
ship the printed resolutions on which 
the committee was founded.] — I hope 
the committee will not attribute it 
to any want of respect to them, or 
to the honourable house of which 
they form a part, if I decline answer* 
ing any question^ conceiving ihat I 
ought not to be called upon tofumijh 
from my awn mouth any matter of in* 
formation which may be made use if 
to the pr^udke of my freehold 
RiOBTs! My deputies^ Messrs. Jen- 
tier and Wheelei, can, however, ex- 
plain every thin^ to the committee 
relating to my office. 

JoHir KiHO, Esq. caOed tn^ and 
examined. 

What office do you hold in the 
plantations ? Naval Officer of Ja- 
maica. 

What is the nature of the duties 
of that office as executed by ^ou in 
person? I execute fu? duties in per- 
son. 

What are the emoluments that 
you receive firom that office^ I re- 
ceive 15001. Rryear, which is paid 
to mc by the person who executes 
the duties of the office, who acts 
under the appointmept of the ge* 
▼emori being first i%comi«ieiidcd k^ 
me* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1*10.] 



'Nptking-fo-do GentkmSn ! 



545 



WKu is iite extent of his emolu- 
ments? The average receipt, I 
shouM suf^se, may be taken at 
2,5001. outof which I receive 15001. 
• year, 

William BIitchkll, Esq. called 
in, amd ixakunti. 

You are deputy to Mr. Germain, 
who holds the office of receiver gene- 
ral of Jamaica ? 1 am his lessee. 

What are the duties of the receiver 
general? The duties of the receiver 
^neral consist in the collection of 
the revenue, and the collection of 
4II the taxes under the revenue laws 
of that country. 

Jn what mtinner does Mr. Ger- 
main execute his o^e? He ese- 
€^fs,it through me tntirefy. 

What sum does Mn Germain re- 
cti ve frotn this office-? He receives 
a clear net rent from me of 2,0001. 
Uorliog, paid in £ngland, free of 
every ex pence whatever. 

2'Jt€ light ^oft. Charles Vere- 
K£ii, a mtmbcr of the house^ ex- 
rnnimed, 

Yoti are constable of the castle of 
Limerick ? I am. 

What are the duties of that office 
performed hy your&clf ? I perform 
no duties. 

Are there any duties belonging to 
the office ? I have understood that 
in former times the constable of the 
castle commanded the town in the 
absence of the governor, hut of late 
years there has been no duty done 
by the couttablcw 

You have no deputy ? JVii. 

Whatare tlie emoluments you re- 
ceive £rom the office ? There is some 
ground that belongs to the constable, 
which was set by my predecessor at 
4>00l. a year, and the salary is ll. 
per day. 

Are the lands of which you speak 
outoD kase?^ Yes, there is a lease 
far S9 ye^s ; there was a King's 
litter eoabli^ my predecessors to 
set a lease for that term ; before that 
they had usually bten let by each 

VOL. VIII. 



coniAahlednnQg his incumbency, at 
a small r^nt. ' , 

The nght hon, Chakles Loico, a 
member t^^ the committee^ ex- 
• amined, ' 

You are one of the joint pay- 
masters general ? I am. 

Do you execute the' duties of that 
office in person ? I do. 

Lord Charles Somerset is the Other 
paymaster ? — He is. 

What duties does he discharge? 
He discharges some of the duties, 
but ttot to any considerable extent; 
he frequently attends the boards that 
arc held at Chelsea, and I commu- 
nicate with him upon any subject 
of importance that arises. 

Might not the office of paymas^^r 
general be as conveniently executed 
by one person ? / conceive it mght. 

Has Lord Charles Somerset a de- 
puty ? Yes, he has. 

The moft hon. the Marquis Wel- 
lesley (Baron Wellesley) call- 
ed in, and examined. 

Yqut lordship holds the office bf^ 
chief remembrancer in the court of 
exchequer in Ireland? 1 do. 

What are the duties of that officp 
which your lordship performs in 
person ? None. ^ 

Your lordship appoints a deplity? 
' I do. 

The right hon. Sir Etan Neveaw , 
Baronet, a member of the house, 
examined. 

You are clerk of the crown ami 
courts in the island of Jamaica? I am. 

What is the nature of the duties 
of that office executed by yourself 
in person ? None. ^ 

Are you liable to execute any du- 
ties ? I am liable to be called upon 
at any time to execute the duties iti 
person. 

By whom ? By the governor and 
council. 

How long have you held this of^ 
fice ? The office was given to me in 
reversion, I think in the year 1789; 
1 have been id possession since the 
year 1792. 
I i 
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Duriqg that time bave you tvcr 
been called upon to execute any du- 
ties in person ? I have noi. 

The kon, Thomas Knox, a mem' 
ber of the huu8e\ examined. 

You hold, together with the hon, 
Vesey Knox, the office of prothono- 
tary of the common pleas in Ire- 
land ? I do. 

What is the nature of the duties 
performed by yourselves? We ap- 
point a deputy as we arc enabled to 
, do under the patent. 

Mr. Knox then delivered an ac- 
count of the emoluments of his of- 
fice, by which it appeared that the 
salary of the chief prothonotary was 
upwards of 13,0001. out of which 
was paid the salary of the deputy, 
aroounting to about 2,0001. 

Have you ever been called upon 
to execute any part of the duties in 
person ? 2^ex?er. 

Do any cases arise, on which re- 
ference is made to you ^ No ; never. 

Has the deputy power to sign 
your name? Yes* 

Has the deputy his salary by pri- 
vate agreement with you ? Yes. 

Robert Jbnner, Esq. called wi, 
and examined. 

You are deputy to Ix)rd Arden, 
as register to the high court of ap- 
peals, the high court of admiralty, 
and the court of delegates? 1 am. 

Does Lord Arden execute any 
part of the duties of register of the 
high court of admiralty ? Never. 

Does Lord Arden execute any 
part of the duties of register of the 
high court of appeals ? Never. 

Does he ever execute any part of 
the duties <^ register of the court of 
delegates? Xerer; his Lordsh^ has 
not executed any me of thou offices, 
gr any part of them, since he isas ap- 
pointed. 

There is generally a sum of money 
Jying in his bands? Yes, there has 
been generally in the registry ; he 
takes «vich part as \\e thinks proper^ 
and! believe at this time thai what his 
Lordship has, i# 207,0001. 



Does Lord Arden give any teen* 
rity ? No. 

Do you give any security to Lord 
Arden? Yes, 20,0001. each. 

Are you aware of any ibconv^> 
nience that would arise if the office 
of register of the high court of ad- 
miralty were abolished, and' the 
whole executed by deputy ? iVo, I ^ 
am aivare of none at all; and the 
same answer must apply to the regi- 
ster vfthe high court irf" appeals; the 
register of the Court of delegates is a 
very tri&ing thing ; I do not sup- 
pose his lordship has ever received 
2001. from it. 

Do these three office^ always go 
together ? They have always been 
in the same patent ever since I havt 
known them. 

Has Lord Arden any salary f No, 
he has not,the whole arises from fees. 

Thomas Carter, Esq. tailed ta, 
and examined* 

You hold the office of provost 
marshal of Barbadoes ? I do. 

In what manner do you execut# 
that office ? fVholly by deputy. 

Have you leave of absence ? Yes, 
I have. 

Did you go out to take posses* 
sion ? No, I did not. 

The hon. Percy Wytcdham, call- 
ed in, and examined. 

You are register of chancery in 
the island of Jamaica, and secretary 
and clerk of the courts in Barbadoes? 
Yes, and also prothonotary of the 
court of common pleas in Bar- 
badoes. 

Do you execute any part of the 
duties of those offices in perM>n^ f 
do not. 

What are the emoluments which 
you derive from those offices ? From 
the office of register of chonrcry 
1 ,0501. from the office of secrctaiy 
of Barbadoes 7^01. and from the of- 
fice of prothonotary of the court of 
common pleas, on the avemge of 
six years, l61. 13s. 4d. making Xo* 
getberlZt^eU Us*4d. 
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Tkehon. Chablbs Wykdham; a 
member of the houtCy examined. ' 

You hold the office of secretary 
and clerk of the inrolraonts of Ja- 
maica \ 1 do. 

Do you execute any part of the 
duties in person \ No, by deputy ^ 
mid always kave d<me. 

What i» the net receipt <:omingto 
you from that office ? Two thousand 
five hundred pounds a year; I was 
under agreement to receive so much 
from the person fulfilling the dutiev 
of it, which became vacant about 17 
ye^ts ago, and 1 then received a 
bonus lo continue it at the same 
rtie ; to the best of my recollection 
n was either 6 or 7>000l. sterling I 
received. 

Tkt right h)it. William Bag- 
yfZhJ^j a metnber of the house, 
examimed. 

Vou arc one of the joint mustf r- 
aaMers general of Ireland ? I am. 

Do yon execute any part of the 
duties of that office in person ? None 
whatever tn person. 

Are there aiiy^duties to be execu- 
ted ? Yes there are ; it is a purely 
military office. 

Charles G&eville> Esq. called 
m, and exatnined,. 

You are secretary to the island of 
Tobago? I am. 

Is any part of the duties of that 
office performed by yourself in per- 
son? No. 

It 1% entirely performed by deputj? 
Yes. 

Do you appoint the deputy your- 
self? Yes; subject to the approba- 
tion of the governor. 

What is the receipt you have 
from the office ? 4001. net. 

Yoa are a naval officer of Dema- 
rura ? I am. 

What do you receive from that ? 
Itis uncertait], I ought to receive 
5001. a year, but I rx^eive about 
2501. the deputy sends me two-thirds. 

What is the nature of the office of 
aavtl officer ? 1 believe the fees ari:$e 



from keeping a register of ships which 
come in and clear out. 

Thomas I^wton, Esq. eallcd wr, 
and examined. 

You execute the office of deputy 
to the clerk of the pipe ? / do. 

Does Lord WiUian Bentinck per- 
form any part of the duties in per- 
son ? No. 

What \}^ the salary that as deputy 
you receive ? ] 001. a year. 

And no other fees of any sort ? No 
other foes of an> sort. 

The emoluments of Lord William 
Bentinck are stated to amount net 
to 6311. is that correct^ I should 
rather suppose that for the years 
\%%6, 1807, and 1808, the profits 
were as much as seven hundred and 
thirty, or seven hundred and forty 
pounds, but the last year has not, 
been quite so much; but I take tho 
average to be about 72oL ; mine is a 
fixed Siilary of lOOl. a year. 

1'he labour of course is very 
small ? It is very great; 1 undertook 
that office more out of regard to the 
late Duke of Portland, than any 
view to emolument. 

John Dax, Esq. called in, and 
exanuuedm , 

You are deputy to the clerk of 
exchequer of pleas ? I am. 

What duties does Mr. William 
Stewart Hose perform in person as 
Clerk of the Exchequer of Pleas f — 
None. 

At no time ? No, 

Nor of any kind ? No. 

You execute the whole of the of- 
fice ? I do. 

The fight hon, Thomas Steele,^ 
called in, and examined. 

Y^u arc King's remembrancer in 
the court of exchequer ? I am. 

Are the duties executed by your- 
self? No, by clerks. 

You have no deputy? Yes I 
have ; Mr. Moysey is my deputy. 

How is the office executed ? lytc 
duties of the office are exxcntcd by 
deputy. 
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Arc you Aware of any. incove* 
niencc that wowld result to the pwb-' 
lie from the office of Ring'» remem- 
bra ncer bei ng a bol ished ? Certainly, 
I cannot say that I am. 

If the office of register were abo- 
lished, do you apprehend any In- 
CDHMenience would result to the pub*' 
lie? Certainly not; any office 

THAT IS DOKE Bt DEPUTY MAY BE 
ABOLISHED. 

Mr. Thqwas Farrer, calted in, 
and examined. 

You are deputy comptroller of the 
pipe ? Yes. 

Are the duties executed by Mr. 
Tekell in person ? No, he does no 
duties in person as comptroller ^f the 
pipe. 

It is done wholly by deputy ? By 
myself and my clerk: 

Mr. J^HK Tekell, called in, and 
examined. 

Are you deputy in the office of 
the chirographer in the court of ex- 
chequer? I am. 

That is an office held by patent ? 
Yes. 

From whom is the patent? From 
the King. 

You execute the duties of that of- 
fice? 1 am secondary or deputy in 
the office. 

The patentees perform np part of 
the tluty in person ? None. 

What is the emolument derived 
by Sir Henry and Mr. Colebrook ? 
1 should apprehend about 4001. a 
year between them. 

Mr. James Sayers, called in, and 
examined. 

You are marshal of the court of 
exchequer ; I am. 

Do you execute the duties of that 
' office in person ? No ! entirely by 



But yon might do- it by deputy! 
Yes. 

How many years have you been 
in the office ? Ever since the year 
1784. 

During that time hove 3roti ever 
performed any duties hi |>erK)n? I 
have not, except attending oncts and 
wd^ng befh'e Mr. Fitt, as QhanecU 
lor Bf the Exchequer ! 

jT We* have at length come to ooe great 
^ciemt efficer. Here is a gentiemaa at 
least who does somethiDg for bis aboney., 
lie once walked in a proccsweii before 
Mr. Pitl. Never to be sure was there 
ever exhibited a more shining example 
of a splendid government. We might 
search all Enrope in vain for greater me- 
mficence. We recpUfct^ iodite^ (as far 
as the tale-telling Scbererade is goo4 
authority) an Asiaiic example of similar 
liberality in the case of " Ganero, the 
son of Abou Aibou, or the slave of 
Love,** who, on bis very first introduo 
tion at the levee to Haroun Al Raschid, 
i, e. Haroun the jua or the pious; and 
after recehriag a rich robe, according 
to the cQstom always observed to those 
to whom audience was given, is thus 
briefly addressed by that conscientious 
Caliph — " Ganem, I much wibh you to 
remain at rav court." " Commander of 
the Faithful," replied the young mer* 
chanty ** the tbave has no otM ^il tbao 
that of his master, on whom bis life 
Imd fortune depei>d.'* The Caliph was 
• well pleased with Ganem's pJ»swer, and 
gave, him a large p««siQ».— After this 
the prince descended from liis throne.] 



Pt^BLIC EXPBNDtTUBBf 



KBSfOtVTIONS OF THE HOUSE OF 
COMMOKS ON THE THIRD RE- 
PORT FROM THE COMMXrrKE 
ON PUBLIC EXPENDITUIIE. 

J&cis, 3\ die Maij, ItlO. 

I. Resolved, That the vtftf^ at- 
tention to economy t in all the fenwf fet 
of public expend^re, which is consis- 

cerform but ^vhat arc discharged by tent uith the inttresU ^ the p^A 
deputy? I perform no duties. If sertke, is at all tmes a grent mnd m- 
V y . . J., jtartant duty. 

II. That for this purpese^ in ad- 
dition to the useful ahd efiic«f ive neap 
surcs already taken by parliameni 



deputy. 

You have no duties whatever to 

dep-^ . . 

I had to take a person into custody 
for a very large sum of money, I 
luight choose, to prevent accident, 
|o do it myself. 
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for tbc aboUtton and* regolation xsf- 
Vtrions sinecure offices, aiMl 'offices 
executed by deputy, it is expedient, 
after providing other and sufficient 
means for enabling his Majesty duty 
to necom pence the failhfnl discharge 
of high and effective civil offices, to 
abolish aii offices which have reve- 
nue without employment, and to re- 
gulate all offices nbkh ha^e reTenue- 
extremely di^ropcMrtiondte to em- 
pkymcnt ; excepting wUy such as nre 
cmnected with the fcrs^al seiviee of 
hk MnjeHif^ 4i^ of hii royal famify; 
regard being had tO' the existing in- 
t^rest$ in any offices so to be abo- 
h^ed 0T regulated. 

IJI. That it is expedient to reduce 
all offices of whith the effective du- 
ties are e«iti rely or principally dis^ 
charged by deputy^ to tht? salai*y and 
^okHMents actually rceciyed for ex- 
ecuting the business of stfch offices; 
Regard being had to any increase 
which may appear necessary on ac- 
count of additioaal responsibility; 
and sufficient security being taken 
for due perfbrmattce'df the senrice^ 
in all cases of trust connected with 
public money ^ ft^ard being alsd 
bad to the existing intorestsm such 
i)ffice. 

J[V. That it is expedienti after the 
^piration of- any existing interest in 
any office, which is entitled to the 
tale of any appdintmem in anyt>f 
the courts tftf law, to make provision 
to prevent the sale vf sudi offices, 
tinder such regulations as may he 
conducive to the public interest, by 
appropriating a part of the cmola- 
inents of such offices towards defray- 
ing the salaries of the judges or other 
fiflSccrs on the establishment of such 
courts, or towards the benefit and 
dignity of the offices iti which such 
right of sale is now vested. 

V. That a select committee be 
appointed, to consider what offices 
in the united kingdom, and in the 
foreign dominions of his Majesty, 
come within the purview of the se- 
cond, third, and fourth of the said 



resolutions ; and that they do report 
their opinion thereupon to the house. 

VI. That for the purpose of bring- 
ing und^r the immediate notice of- 
parliament* all increase or diminu- 
tion in the salaries, emoluments* 
and experices incurred for official 
services in all' |>ablic offices, an ac- 
count, shewing the increase or dimi- 
nutioti whicfh'may have taken place 
during the preceding year id the 
same, shall be laid before this housi 
on or befort the 25th day of March, 
in each year, if pariiament should 
be then sitting, or withiU forty day» 
of the commencement of every jes* 
»ton of parliament^ distinguishiB^ 
in such account any increase or di-» 
minutioh in thenumbel-kndaanounfr 
of superannuations beloivgingtoaudi 
o^.ces, artd distinguishing abo anjr 
compensation for offices abolished, 
or spt^ial allowance or remunem* 
ti^n' granted to any person, in suck 
offices for good services, charged up^ 
on the incidents or other funds oi 
the same, from any increase or di^ 
minution in the permanent establish* 
meAt of such offices; and specifyingi 
in case of superannuation, compen^ 
sation, or -special allowance, the ser* 
vices of the parties, the length oi 
those services, and the grounds upiafl 
which the same has been granted, 
and the pfoportion which such sti^ 
perannuation bears to the salary 
whitih had belonged to the person to 
whom the same fas been allowed. 

VII. That it is expedient that aU 
lowancesj in the nature of superan^ 
nuations, to persons who have bccH 
employed in the civil departmentt 
of the navy, ordnance, or army, 
should no longer be included in tfaa 
general estimates for those services; 
but that they should be annually 
presented to parliament. In esti- 
mates, sejyarate and distinct from 
such gencnil estimates, and be sc* 
parately voted by this house. 

Vlli. That all pensions and al- 
lowances in the imtun? of suporati- 
nuations ^r compensations^ hereafter 
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fo be granted to any persons cm 
p>oyrd in any of the public offices, 
m holding any civil en^ployments in 
ftny other branch of the public ser- 
irke, should not be comprised within 
the amount of pensimis granted or 
grantablc out of the civil list; bat 
»h«n be provided in. the following 
manner : — 

I. — In these offices where the cs- 
taiblishment of the office is paid out 
Ufa fond created by the fees received 
in sach offices, or out of the revenues 
collected under the management of 
the same, all such allowances in the 
Batnre of superannuation, and all 
such compensations and special al- 
kmances or remunerations as afore- 
satd^ should be charged, in the £rst 
mstancr, upon such ftmd or funds : 
and in case of such fund or. funds 
being found deficient for the pay'- 
mcot of Che establishments and a- 
hove mentioned charges, such defi- 
cata^ shall, in the offices of the 
atcretary of state^ the treasury, aad 
the prWy council, be defrayed out 
•f the civil list ; and ia all other do- 
partments, shall be presented to this 
iMDse annually, when such deficien- 
cy shall occur, by way of estimate, 
and shall upon such estimate be vo- 
UA by thb bouse. 

% — Where there is no such fund 
•r funds, the whole of such super- 
annuations and other allowances as 
aforesaid, except in buch depart- 
ments as are charged and charge^ 
able wholly.upon the civil list, shall 
be presented annually to parliament 
by way of estimate, and shall. upon 
such estimate be voted by this house. 

3. — The regulations contained in 
the Treasury Minute, dated 10th 
August, 1803, respecting officers of 
the customs, and the rules of the 
board of customs thereupon (printed 
in 3d Rep. Comro. on Public Ex- 
penditure, p. 271.) should be applied 
to all cases, in which pensions and 
allowances in the nature of super- 
annuations or compensations ar^ 
gnipted.in other offices, of whatever 



description : and further, it is expe*. 
dient that .no officer having served 
less than 35 years should be entitled 
to more than one-half of his former 
emoluments* It is also expedienty 
that no such pension or allowanca 
should either be granted ia any of- 
fice, or presented by way of estimato 
to this house, until it shall have 
been submitted to the comro issionera 
of his Majest/s treasury, and ap- 
proved by them ; whose duty it wiU 
be, to ta[ke into their consideration » 
the circumstances and fortune of 
each individual applying to be placed 
upon the superannuation fund ; thai 
the public money may in no case be 
paid for duty not performed, except 
were the means of the officer re- 
tiripg an; inadequate to roaiataitu 
kim accgrding to his station in life.' 

IX. libat it is expedient that th« 
total amount produced by the sale 
of old naval stores, should be paid 
over to the treasurer of the navy, 
and be credited by him in his ac- 
count with the public, and be ap- 
plied to the ordinary services of the 
navy ; and an account thereof an- 
nually laid before this house^ toge- 
ther with the navy estimate/ 

X. That it is expedient that all 
naval pensions and allowances now 
existing, or hereafter ta be granted 
by the admiralty, under the autho- 
rity of any order in council, or 
otherwise, should not be assigned 
upon the said fund of old stoves, but 
should be produced to parliament 
by way of estimate, and upon such 
estimate be voted and provided for 
by this house; distinguishing in such 
estimate all new superannuations 
granted within the preceding year, 
from those which had been included 
in any former estimates ; axni that 
such pensions and allowances areal 
present charged upon the said fund 
of old stores, shall remain charge- 
able upon the same, till some other 
provision shall be made by parlia- 
ment for the payment thereof. 

XI. That thi ptmiottf granted /f 
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persons who have served the crown in 
fereign courts^ having greatly in- 
creased in number, and amount since 
the act of the 22d yrar df his pre- 
sent Majesty, ch. ft2, although the 
'^arae has in part arisen from th^ 
state of Europe, it is expedient to 
check their further increase ; and that 
the remuneration granted should 
bear a due proportion to the service 
^-performed, and to tlie length of that 
^rvice; and that no such pension 



should exceed 3000L per annum t 
to ahate, if sUch person should be 
appointe<i to any situation under the 
crown of equal or greater amount* 
and to be subject to a proportionate 
abatement, if the value of such soUh 
ation sbould be less than the amount 
of the pension. 

XII. That a billor bills be brought 
in, to carry into effect such of the 
^id Resolutions as mdy require te 
be provided for by parliament* 



Resolutions, Petitions, Remonstkances, &c. ov the 

Liberty of the Subject and Parliambntaht 

Reform, 1810. 



COVENTRY. 
At a tery numerous Meeting of the In- 
habitants^ Householders^ and EleC' 
tor$ofthi% Citi/i held at the County 
Hall, the 5th of June, 1810, pursuant 
to public notice, to take into consideror 
tien the alarming state of the nation- — 
the extraordinary poicer recently exer- 
cised by the Houae of Commons, and 
imperfect representation of the people 
in Parliament, Mr, Fiavel in the 
Chair, After many excellent o6scr- 
vations and remarks on the propriety 
of the Meeting, by several gentlemen, 
the following resolutions were unani- 
mously agreed to ; — 
Resolv^, 1. That it appears to this 
meeting the undoubted right, and iinpe* 
rious duty of the people, whenever their 
safety, prosperity, and liberties are en- 
dangered, to assemble in public, and de-* 
clare their opinions thereon. 

2. Tliat this meeting cannot contem- 
plate the distressing change they have 
witnessed in their native land, within 
the last few years, without feeling thcm- 
seUes called upon to protest against a 
longer perseverance in measures, which 
have brought the country from a pre- 
eminent rank among the nations of Eu- 
rope, to the most alarming state of cala- 
mity and danger. 

3. That while we deprecate, as ruin- 
ous and unwise, the system which has 
produced this woeful change — which has 
turned the arms of almost every foreign 
power against us— which has led to the 
CStablishmeut of an mquisitorial system 



of taxation, that deprives the people of 
alt reasonable enjoyments, and prevents 
their just complaints from reaching the 
ear of their Sovereign — We fed it oiir 
duty to remonstrate against the eitraor- 
dinary assuiBptiofl of power reoMtly 
exercised by the house of Commons, ia 
imprisoning two of our fellow subjects^ 
without allowing them a fair trial by a ' 
jury of their peers. 

4. We declare b^ore God and our 
country, that we ascribe all our calami' 
ties and disgraces, to tke imperftd JSe- 
presentation of the People in rarOmntntj 
We have observed the same sort.ef ma^ 

jorities, as if there had been no ntimms 
and destructive expeditions — no wrong" 
ling and fighting ministers; and we be- 
lieve in our consciences, that nothing 
can save the country from impending 
ruinf but a Parliaikentary Rrform / 

5. That the late rejection of Mr. 
Brand's motion, to improve the repre^ 
sentatibn of the country, is an additional 
proof of the necessity of our earnest ai'd 
persevering endeavours to obtain that 
desirable object. 

6. Tliat the speech recently .nade by 
Mr. Canning, the pistolling Privy Coun* 
sellor, calling the friends of re^DnD— 
*' a vain contemptible, degraded crew, - 
— too weak to be respected — and too 
despicable to be feared,*' is grossly in- 
sulting to the feelings and understand- 
ings of a great majority of his Majesty's 
loyal subjects. 

7. that Peter Moore, Esa. and Wil- 
liam MillS; J^. be requ<»tea to preteoc 
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fbe jfedfUfss (now ttsid) to Sir F. Burdett, 
approving of bis general cooduct. 

8. That tbe thanks of this ipeeting 
•re due to our representative, Petpr 
Moore, Esq. for the votes he has given 
during the present session of parliament, 
fbr bis enlightened ar^ments and sug- 
gestions oa tbe subject of finance; 
wbicb cannot but be gratifying to a 
beavily burtbeoed and oppressed peb- 
ple-^-and we feel peculiar satisfaction in 
acknowledging, tnat on tbe disscossion 
of every important question, he has been 
found at his post 

9. That the thanks of this meeting 
are due to the Right Hon. Lord Erbkine, 
for bit epiendid and unanswerable argu- 
ments in vindication of tbe e&tablished 
Jaws of the land. 

10. That tbe thanks of this .meeting 
are also due to Lord Fnlkstone, Lord 
Cochrane, Sir S. Romilly, km. Oenera4 
Mathiew, Col. Wardle, S. Whitbread, 
Esq, W. A. Maddocks, Esq. H. C. 
Cotebe, Esq. Hon. T. Brand, Esq. and 
the rest of those independent represen- 
tadvet of the people, who are friends to 
feform. 

11. Tliat Peter Moore, Esq. and 
William Mills, Esq. be requested to 
present tbe address and petition to tbe 
bouse of Commons, (now read) from this 
meeting, on these imuortani sahjects; 
and that they be further requested to 
support the same. 

19. That Mr. Fiavel, by bis impartial 
conduct m tbe cbair, this day, is enti- 
tled to tbe thanks of this oieeung. 

Thefolloteing Address and Petition to 
the HoH^e (^ Omtmons^ and letter to 
Sir Francis Burdett, were nnain- 
« mously (ffrireed to, ai a nvmerous 
Meeting of the Inhabitants, House-' 
holders, and Electors df the City of 
Ofventri/, held at the County JtlaU, 
thebth.dayofjttnef 1810. 
To tbe Honourable the Commons of 
tbe United Kingdom of Great Bri* 
tain and Ireland, In Parliament as- 
sembled. The Address and Peti- 
tion of the Inhabitants, House- 
holders, and Electors of ibeCity of 
Coventry, at a Public Meeting, 
held this 5th day of Jnne, 1810. 
We, the inhabitants, Imuscholders, 
and electors of the City of Coventry, 
beg leave to approach your honouruble 
house, as a necessarjr branch of thac- 
fystem, yourselves individually, have 
tolfomiy tngagedjopreierve inriolate. 



•— Wefoel particularly called apon at 
this awftri conjuncture of aflfairs, wbm 
the vei>y existence of our native lanfl 
appears to be at stake, to represent ia 
the plain language of truth, our feelim 
apd opinions qu the origin of those evil^ 
that have reduced our once justly en- 
vied country, to its present alarming 
Btate of difficulty and danger. — To shut 
our eyes to tbe gathering cleads ; — to be 
aware that a mighty storm threatens oar 
safety, and not to express ouf appre- 
hensions of the consequences, wouid be 
treason against our Sovereign — against 
tbe venerable nobility of the land — a- 
gainst you— aeainst ourselves — against 
posterity ! !— We^ therefore, speak with- 
out dissimulation, and at ooqe tell yoo, 
according to our honest judgment — 
Coaav{>Ti0N, practised in tbe manage- 
ment of public affairs, (which if not 
coontenanced by your honourable liouse, 
has been suffered to prevail to an unex- 
atpplifd .extent) is the grand source of all 
our evils — We respectfully entreat yout 
honourable house to reflect on the state 
of Europe, twenty years past, and com- 
pare it with its present state — we would 
be;; you to consider the lamentable 
change that has taken place in this king- 
dom, within the same period, and then 
calmly appeal to your consciences, and 
• enquire whether tJie measures pursued 
by the different administrations, during 
ibis eventful ihne, have been marked 
either by a regard for the welfare of the 
hunien race, or tbe principles of soond 
policy ; — unfortunately for us, the re- 
sult presents a distressing conclusion. 
By the measures that have been adop- 
ted, we iind our country deprived of 
nearly every foreign alliance, and the 
arms of almost every foreign power 
turned against us; the national debt 
swelled to an enormous amount ; — the 
people groaning under an inquisitorial 
bvslem of taxation; — and although In 
the miflsl of plenty,, unable to obtain a 
due quantity of the Common necessaries 
of life, for the n^intennnce of their fa- 
milies, however incessant their labour, 
These are calamities which we feel it 
our imperious duty to represent to your 
honourable Imuse^ from a conviction 
that they endanger your safety as well 
as our own. — We cannot look back <o 
the proceedings recently exercised by 
your honourable liouse^ in seizitig &nd 
imprisoning John Gale Jones, and Sir 
Francis Burdett, under an undefined au- 
thority, without the deepest regret; as- 
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lariog your honoorable house, that (di- 
vested of all prejudices) it is our firm 
belief that you have acted contrary to 
the fundamental principles of those laws, 
you have sworn to defend. — As English- 
men we are willing to acknowledge, and 
ready to support, with our lives, every 
privilege yuu are justly entitled to ; at 
the same time we declare before God 
and our country, we had rather give up 
oor existence, than surrender to anv 
power on earth, those blessings and acf- 
vantages which our forefathers purchased 
with their blood. — In offering this ad- 
dress and petition, far be it from us to 
entertain the most distant wish to lessen 
the authority, the importance, or the 
character of your honourable house — 
but we cann«t view the enormous pa- 
tronage of the crown ; the immense m- 
crease of sinecure places and pensions — 
we canuot witness the erection of bar- 
racks in every part of the kingdom* — the 
introduction of foreign troops — our best 
interests neglected — the liberty of ^ the 
fubject restricted — good men persecuted 



— the just complaints of the people pre- 
vented from reaching the royal ear- 
convicted defaulters and delinquents suf- 
fered to remain at large — the public re- 
venue, aud lives of our fellow country- 
men, sacrificed in disgraceful expedi- 
tions — a traihc of seats in your honour- 
able bouse admitted and defended — the 
national credit injured — and Bntain, 
the once justly boasted envy of the 
world, exposed to the most imminent 
danger, without jealousy and alarm.— 
Under these impressbns, we prav your 
honourable house, to bring back par- 
liament to its original duration ; — to al- 
low a more full and free suffrage of the 
people; — to apply those remedies in re- 
dress of the numerous grievances we 
have stated, which our excellent consti- 
tution furnislies; — and to cultivate 
peace, as the means of obtaining the di- 
vine blessing and protection — ^aod that 
your honourable house may attend to 
the warning voice, ere it be too late, is 
our earnest supplication and prayer. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 



0N THB NATURE AND NECESSITY 
OF PABLIAMBNTARY REFORM. 

The necessity for a reform of par- 
Haroent began to be felt so early as 
the reign of Elizabeth, for it was 
then found that many boroughs 
which returned members, were so 
much decreased in wealth and po- 
pulation, as not to be able to sup- 
port the change, nor to furnish men 
of sufficient respectability within 
themselves, either as voters or mem- 
bers, as required by the 1 . Henry 

V. c. 1. 7th Henry VL 10. Henry 

VI. Although Henry VHI. and 
Edward VI. had both added to the 
number of counties and boroughs, 
to whom the privilege of sending 
members was granted or restored — 
April 19th 1571. A bill was read 
a second time in the house of Com- 
mons, for repealing so much of the 
above statutes, a§ requires the resi- 
dence of voters and members in the 

VOL. vm. 



places of election, and in the course 
of the debate some of the mem- 
bers seem wisely to have anticipated 
the evils which have arisen from rot- 
ten boroughs, though no one seems 
to have comprehended how they were 
to be remedied ; the bold speculation 
of a general reform had never been 
conceived ; to let matters stand as 
they were, would have introduced 
some of the lowest of the people into 
parliament, and to repeal the old 
statutes would have been a direct 
violation of the very principle of re- 
presentation ; viz. that the residents 
in every county and borough should 
be represented by those whom they 
knew, and to whom they were 
known, that they might the better 
express their wants and sentiments. 
The virtual repeal of that part of 
the above statutes, which requires 
members to bq resident, has become 
indispcnsible through lapse of time 
and change of circumstances, but 
K k ' 
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it is the unhappy cause why mem- 
bers and their constituents have so 
little sympathy with each other, and 
why the general interests of the na- 
tion are sacrificed to the private in- 
terests of the representative, and why 
the ministers of the crown have ihei 
controul of the house of Commons. 
Mr. Warpecomb of Hereford was 
the first speaker against the bill; and 
he " warned all burgesses to sec that 
" this bill may touch and over-reach 
" thc!r whole liberties, as not hav- 
** ing whercunto to stay, but that 
" lord's letters should henceforth 
** have all the sway." — Mr. Norton 
tpoke for the bill : he said, " that 
*' thoygh the positive law required 
" that all men chosen should be re- 
" sidents, yet the choice should bp 
*' of such as are fit and able without 
" respect of privilege, of place or 
" degree for that the good of the 
"whole was rathef intended than 
" that of any particular place, de- 
" gree or person. 

It is a pity that our ancestors 
had not had sufficient foresight to 
remedy the evil at its comrifcnce- 
ment^ by disfranchising insignificant 
boroughs, and transforming^ the right 
of election to large towns, but it is 
not want of foresight in the crown, 
and tbe aristocracy, but cither too 
great a foresight into their own in- 
terests, or an aversion tq strengthen 
the power of the people by strength- 
ening the representation. — A mem- 
ber whose name is not mentioned 
spoke to the following purport : " I. 
run wholly with the pretence of th(? 
bill, 'that boroughs decayed, may 
be eased or relieved ; how far this 
law may help them I know not : it 
they be decayed then it is most fit 
for them, that of their own company 
there may be some \yho feeling the 
smart, can best mako relation of 
their state, and the country m;iy de- 
rive such help, as without the hurt 
9f other places may restore the old 
ruins. All things are in change, 
«nd nothing no suppressed but by 



God's will, may in time by policy 
be raised up. The question shortly 
is, what sort of men are to come to 
this court, and public consultation 
in parliament ; whether from every 
quarter, country and town. There 
should come home-dwellers, or other- 
wise men chosen by directions. I 
am surely of opinion, that neither 
for the good service of her Majes^, 
the safety our country, or of car 
liberty, which of right we may chal- 
lenge, being born subjects within 
the realm, this scope is to be given, 
or such Iposeness in choice permit* 
ted. The whole land of this realm 
is for three purposes employed, and 
thereby three sorts of men are crea- 
ted. . The first for the glory of God, 
and the ministry of his word. The 
second for defence against our ene- 
mies by the sword. The third kt 
our maintenaiica at home ; the pro- 
viders, executors, and devisers of all 
things requisite for a settled state, 
and of all these, regard and respect 
must be had. We may in regard 
of religion, lie in the dike, as the 
proverb sayeth, if we do nothing 
but pray ior the help of Jupiter; 
we must not trust only to the sword, 
lest that which is said by Cicero 
should turn to our shame, parta 
sunt /oris arma, nisi sit sonstlium dnh 
mi* Neither our preaching, nor our 
praying are only sufficient, but wc 
must do all in our power to help 
each other : this it is which hath 
moved our forefathers, and on this 
ground it hath grown ; that wc are 
to consider of all, and to alter, con* 
stitute, and reform things as cause 
shall be ; and to this end, that they 
should be the very residents of the 
several counties of this kingdom, 
who bhould be here employed^ doubt- 
less it was the true intention of our 
anlient kings and forefathers, who 
first lK?;^an and established this court 
of parliament — For so the old pre- 
cedents of parliamentary writers do 
teach ; and I say this to no othei 
f nd than, that there be her« of all 
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sorts and all countries, and not, 
(feeing yoa list m> to term it,) to ease 
tliem of counties and boroughs, that 
tliey may choose them of whom they 
list ; yet I can hardly caU that a 
liberty which ts contrary to that 
wfanch the kipg and queen common- 
ly grant as a free gift, by these 
words, didimus pciestatem quod de 
i€tpsis, eligani, duos burgenses, ct 
dms ewes. Great mischiefs and in- 
conveniences may grow by this li- 
berty. I will not speak thereof but 
dutifully, neither do I see any thin^ 
that is amiss at present. What hap- 
pened a hundred years ago, I may 
tifely tell, and thus it was: A duke 
of this realm wrote his letters to a 
city which I know, to this effect, 
whereby be did signify that a par* 
litmeAt was shortly to be summoned, 
tnd that for great causes : he was 
to crave aid <^ all his friends, and 
»ckoning them among the rest, he 
wished them, of four under named, 
to choose two : the letter uuder the 
duke's seal is still preserved; but 
bear the answer : he was written to 
with great humbleness, * That tbey 
' were forbidden by the law, they 
' might choose none of them all/ 

"Twill now venture a little nearer. 
In Queen Mar/s time, a council of 
this realm, not the queen's council, 
did write to a town, to choose a hi* 
shop's brother, whom they assured 
to be a good catholic ; the council 
was answered with law; and if all 
towns had acted so in their choice, 
the crown had not been so wronged 
nor the realm so robbed, at that 
parliament, and truth banished as 
it was. What hath been may be ; 
there is no impossibility* 

'* It will be said that] mistake/that 
itis not meant but that towns should 
choose wiiom they list* i say that 
too much liberty is often the loss 
of liberty, for when by law, they 
*ftay do what they will, they may 
not well deny, what they «hall be 
Quired. It is too truly said, ro- 
iOiido eogiif qui rogat porte/Uipr, 



Thotigh naw at this present, justice 
is so well administered, we need not 
fear the greatness of any man, yet 
hereafter, whatsoever hath been we 
may fear, either for the maintenance 
of faction, or the maintenanci: of 
mischief. — We stand and have stood 
of late on the authority of parlia- 
ment ; aTMl except without you keep 
the antient usage of the some, and 
the freedom thereof, in effect you do 
nothing, if I guess aright. 

" It is further said, that in some 
towns, there are not men of discre- 
tioh fit: they be hot the wiser, (said 
the gentleman who spoke before) 
for being burgesses. 1 mean it not 
so strictly, that those who should 
be chosen, roust of necessity be 
dwellers in the town, but to be ei- 
ther of the town, or near it at leasts 
and to thireflect I would have the 
bill to be framed:— It was meant 
at the first constitution of parlia- 
ment, that men of every quarter, 
and of all sorts should com6 to this 
court, and that they should befiilly 
chosen; to alter ttiis without cause, 
is not convenient ; to give every 
town liberty, may offer in time in- 
convenience. — None so fit for cv^ry 
county as those who know the 
same ; to choose of their own is a 
liberty ; to lose their liberty is a bad 
commodity. It seems to me that 
this law is to be inferred out of the 
preamble. Forasmuch as S9me towns 
me decayed, and have not of their 
oxtm, let them choose whim they list. 
And yet I could wish that accord- 
ing to the weight of the matter it 
might be rather staid on than thus 
abruptly over-ruled ; that wliile we 
say, boroughs cannot send to this 
hig|i court so fit men as be convc^ 
nient, by altering the anticnt usage 
which is the only warrant and sole 
stay of freedom in parliament, it 
may haply be said we have no 
parliament within this sealni, nor 
liberty at all for any slucb to be 
holdcn." 
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pie, the freedom that is left in the 
parliament could not have saved us 
from perdition ; for had not our re- 
presentatives some fear yet left of, 
their constituents, some regard to 
public opinien, there is no saying 
how far they might go under an 
arbitrary minister. Should such a 
one as Pitt ever again be found, lo 
subjugate the remaining liberties of 
the nation, and to encrease the num* 
ber of those who now most weakly 
and wickedly would prefer the ty- 
ranny of Bonaparte, to the tyranny 
of what they call a despotic parlia- 
ment; — but thanks be to fortune, our 
parliament is not yet despotic ; and 
if the people persevere in their de- ' 
roand of moderate reform, England 
may yet flourish blest and free, for 
many succeeding generations; but 
from radical reform, in the sense 
which some men mean it, may hea- 
ven in its goodness preserve us; 
for there is something that sounds 
so harsh and violent in tearing a 
thing up by the ro«ts, except it be 
the most noisome weeds, that it goes 
to one's heart to think of it. Let 
us come to the root of the evil by 
degrees, and not go all at once to 
the root of the government, and tear 
up the good and the bad, that it 
contains, altogether, merely to sub- 
stitute something new, some untried 
theory in its room ; but let us re- 
form, with the model of the present 
constitution, and merely alter and 
amend what has grown corrupt and 
rusty, through time and changes of 
circumstances ; let us begin with icp- 
tennial parliamenUy and rotten bo- 
rtrtighs, but let us have no compromise 
mth corruption, by an inde$nnity to 
those British slave merchants, the 
aristocratisal boroughmongers. Hav- 
ing effected this, all that is desira- 
ble will follow in due time, without 
much effort or violence ; and then, 
should heaven prolong the life of 
the tyrant, we might defy his me- 
Aacosy should his years be extended 



Mr. Bell said, — " It was requisite 
that all places should be provided 
for, and not boroughs only ; and 
that some of them have neither 
wealth to provide fit men, nor them- 
selves are in any sort convenient : — 
be thought it not amiss, if in respect 
of this defect, convenient supply 
should be, and for the objection of 
the ill that may ensue by lord's let- 
ters ; he wished that there might be 
a penalty of forty pounds on every 
borough, that should make their 
election at any such nomination.'' 

Mr. Alfred, " thought that the 
first thing to be considered was the 
having /it men to hold the place of 
members; and noted great disorder 
in choosing young men, not expe- 
rienced ; from what motives or com- 
mands, he could not say, but the 
fact was to be seen : he would have 
none chosen under thirty years of 
age at the least ; — and for the choice 
of townsmen, he said, there should 
be one of their own, or some gentle- 
man near; and the other of any 
place, so he were learned, and able 
to utter his mind and opinion." 

The bill was committed, but we 
bear no more of it ; and for want 
of some regulation at that time, we 
have all seen the evils that have 
arisen in the commonwealth. Had 
our ancestors at that period been 
men of enlarged or enlightened minds, 
they would not have stuck at the 
letter of the law, or have proposed 
to alter it on so narrow a ground, 
they would at once have seen that 
there was no remedy for the evil, 
but that of transferring the right of 
election from declining, to flourish- 
ing towns; and thus keeping the 
elective franchise in the hands of a 
numerous and respectable body of 
electors. It is by their error that 
we suffer and have suffered the hea- 
viest weight of oppressive taxation 
thai any nation under the sun ever 
supported ; and were it not for the 
freedom that is yet left to the peo- 
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to the age of Methusaleb, and Bn^ 
tain might be held up as the eavy 
and model of the world. 

I remain, &c. 

W. Bl/RDON. 

Hartford^ near Morpeth^ Oct. 9. 



MAGNA CHARTA INFRINGED BY 

PRIVILEGE OF PARLIAMENT, 

AND THEN QUOTED IN SUPPORT 

OF THAT VERY PRIVILEGE: 

AN INQUIRY INTO 

THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION. 



LETTER X. 



Mr. Editor, 
The pure and lejB^timate origin of 
British liberty is a point upon which 
it behoves us to be as jealous as if 
the legitimacy of our own descent 
was called in question. Every one 
knows the artiiices that have been 
used by the tories to aflfix the infamy 
of a base biith to our constitution, 
to make it the offspring of unlawful 
violence, or the gratuitous conces- 
sion of royal favour: — in the first 
case it would have drawn its origin 
from injustice; in the other, it would 
have been exposed to uncertainty, 
for wliat is held by favour may be 
revoked, if the panics, to whom it 
is conceded, should prove unworthy. 
The parties who with King John 
formed that famous contract which 
still remains the foundation stone 
upon which the edifice of the con- 
stitution reposes, have been most 
foully abused by these same per- 
sons ; — many men even of moderate 
principles have been misled in this 
instance. Rapin calls them turbu- 
lent barons, and many conceive that 
their object was to set up their own 
domestic tyranny in competition 
with the despotism of the monarch. 
These ideas are very ill founded : for 
my own part I am convinced, that 
there existed in those ancient times 
a much greater degree of freedom 
tl^an at prcscpt. AH the instances 



of oppression commonly brought to 
justify the opposite sentiment are 
taken from a class of men who never 
constituted a part of the nation, no 
more than the ilelolcs consliiuted a 
part of the Lacedemonian republic. 
The treatment of these pu>ple who 
were first a private property, and 
afterwards attached to tuose iaads 
where they were bound to perform a 
tributary but limited laboi^ may 
be a reflection upon the diaOolicai 
practice of war in ancient timesj 
which was universally supposed to 
give the victor a right of property in 
the person of the vanquished, but 
can be none against th^ principJes 
upon which our ancestors founded 
their constitutional freedom. By 
Magna Charta no great baron ob- 
tained any power which he had not 
before; and the most indigent free 
man, he who possessed no other pro- 
perty but that of his person, was se- 
cured in all the rights we now en- 
joy, and even in some that we have * 
lost. I might go still farther and 
say, that this charter was as much 
a check over the power of the great 
barons as it was oyer that of the 
King himself, whilst the party in- 
tended to be benefited the most by it 
was the vast body of English free- 
men, though some protection is even 
intended to the villain himself by this 
noble institution. 

I brought some quotations in a 
former letter in order to shew that 
the barons who contracted with Kin^ 
John were iheyree men of the whole 
kingdom: indeed the instrument it* 
. self says as much — ^** We grant ta 
" all the freemen of our kingdom for 
** ourselves and our heirs fore ver^&C- 
This body of freemen when encamp- 
ed at Runnemede, was also called a 
body of nobility, so very numerous, 
that it was impossible to count 
them ; and for this we have the very 
best authority, that of Matthew Pa- 
ris. The fact, however, ought not 
to surprise us, because, among all 
the Celtic nations, the first nobjlity 
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from the pervQUal ^stinetioh 
between tlavery mm) freedom. , Al* 
tkMigh the proofs 1 Wougbt forWard 
yterCf I presumei siifil<iei)€ to esCft- 
hkish tilts point, and a most impor* 
taBt point k 19) yet I skall iio# add 
mm more, because it goes to sbew, 
iii»t only wbo ^e parties were that 
contracted with Ring John, bat also 
what was the object meant to be m- 
^arcd t» tbat contract.^ '' The first 
*^ iieai^ tiiat ever reigned bepe did 
** wA only at his coronation promke 
'^ restkatioD of St. Edward's laws, as 
** we call then, but also delivered 
'* a«it bis free charter of the grant of 
'' the sane, ia which, as M. Paris 
^ reportethy he acknowledgeth that 
'^ he was ciowned by the common 
** cenocil of the baron$ of the realm ; 
^ aad thevt it may haply seem 
** strange u> afirm that this was a 
^ f all parliament; in the wbkii 
^ these IS no mention but of these 
*^. barons only: bat if it be coasi- 
^ dered, first, thai the Germans ex- 
^ potmd the word Baro by Free* 
^ keere, or Freeman, then, that M. 
*^ Paris saith that the citizens of 
** London were at that time called 
^ burom^ and also, |hat even yet, 
^ burgesses of the Five Ports do pass 
** under the same name of bairoMy 
'V and that erery man almost hath 
*' his coar^ barony it shall not- be al« 
'^ together without ground to say 
*' that both the nobility and com- 
^.mopalty of the realm were meant 
^^under these words the barim$ of 
«* the reaknr* 

* • I might also b^tng another quota 
tiAfi from Lambard's Archeon, to 
shew the same thing, that the barons 
of Englaad meant all the freemen of 
England ; but 1 esteem what has 
been said first aajdl last on this sub- 
ject must be enough fully to satisfy 
your readers,^ — take were the pariie» 
thai contraded vitk John, Now as 
to the object of that contract, it was 
most undoubtedly by the plenary rc- 

* Hilt. Dis. OD Pari. p. 84. 



sthutioa of St. Edward^ }aws, as 
the author just quoted remarks , to 
which proof may be added several 
passages fi^m M. Paris, as that 
where he says, " petterunt (meaning 
^ the barons) quotihm HbertatU et 
leges regis S. Edwardt confirmart; 
urging to that effect the king's pro- 
mise at Wintbn, when iUea leges e$ 
liberttttcs promiserat,* 

In short there is no historical fact 
better established than that Magna 
Charta b in the spirit of its institu- 
tions caropletely Saxon, a compile* 
mcnt of the most important points 
of the old common law of England, 
of those good, approved and ancient 
laws, as Matlhew Paris in his Lives 
appended to bis History, p. 30, calls 
them; and which, he tvlls us, Wil- 
liam the Norman swore to abserve.t 
Lord Somers, likewise, in a passage 
before quoted, t calls Magna Charta. 
the recognition of what had always 
belonged to tts by common law and 
immemorial custom ; what had beea 
the subjects birth-right in Saxon 
times, and was confirmed and rati- 
fkd as such by William the First. 
Lord Clarendon, another great law- 
yer tells us likewise of William's 
confirming to the English their laws 
and liberties and free customs, in a 
passage before auoted.§ Lord Coke, 
also, who has been called, not ait 
oracle of the law, but the law itself, 
says in his preface to his 8th. Report 
— ** The gropiAls of our common 
" l^w are beyond the memory of any 
'* beginning, and the same which 
" the Norman conqueror then found 
** within this realm of England."* 
Need I also quote Sir Henry Spel- 
roan, who has the foUowfng passage. 
'* This constitution of Edward the 
" Confessor was confirmed by Wil- 
'* liam the Conqueror, as not only 
" Ho\*eden and those ancient authors 
" testify, bur the decree of the con- 

• Hist. p. 17^. 

t Pol. Ile^. Feb. 1810. p. SB. 
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*' queror hi(n$elf in these words,— 
^ Hoc quoque pracipw ut omnt9 ha- 
^' beant et teneant Itgcs Edwardi m 
** omnibus rebus adauctis his qua con- 
^ stituimm ad utilitatem Jnghrum,^ 
*' This likewise I enjoin that all men 
^ shall hold and keep the laws of 
** St. Edward, with those additions 
*^ which wo have made thereto for 
** the good of the English nation.'' 
This which Sir H. Spelman calls a 
decree, is, hy most writers, called 
William'& charter. There is one more 
evidence that I cannot omit, because 
he 18 a most unexceptionable one, I 
mean Ingulphus, who was William's 
secretary when in Normandy, and 
was made by him abbot of Crowland : 
both the latin passage and tran&la* 
tion are given in the Argumentum 
Anti Normuntiicum^ p. 29* I shall 
content myself with copying the lat- 
ter. " I brought this time with me 
** from London (where he had been 
*^ about the business of his raonas- 
** tery) the laws of the most just king 
** Edward, which my lord William, 
^' the renowned king of England, 
'* had proclaimed authentic and per- 
^ petual all England over, to be 
" kept under most grievous penalties, 
*^ and commended to his justices in 
" the same tongue they were set forth." 
Thus Sir Winston Churchill ob- 
terves of this supposed conqueror, 
that he suffered himself to be so far 
conquered by them (the English) 
that i Instead of giving to, he, took 
the law, from them, and contentedly 
bound himself up by those which 
they called Saint Edwarrrs laws.f 
Kay this same Duke William, in- 
stead of taking from the English their 
free customs, was anxious ta secure 
to the foreigners in England all the 
benefits of the English constitution; 
as we h am by one of his laws, quoted 
by Taylor in his History of Gavel 
kind, p. 7S. This law ordained that 
Qnmif Francigena qui tempore Ed'' 

• Law Terms, p. 28. 
t Dm Britanuici^ fol. 189. 



wmrdi pr^inqui nostri/ecii in AngGsi 
pstrticqfs consuetudinum Angiorum 
qu»d ipsi dicuni Anhlnte et AnscBte 
persolvat secuadem legem Auglonm. 
That every Frenchman should be 
governed by the English law wh« 
was in England in tl^ time of 8ai«t 
Edward, and partook of the Englisk 
custom called Anhlote and Anscote^ 
that is, Scot aad Lot. 

But it is unnecessary for ope t» 
multiply quotations: one, ktwevcc^ 
from LcMTd Somers, is so camplldioaSy 
though brief, that I cannot omit it: 
" Florence of Worcester, Simon of 
^' Durham, and R. Hoveden express- 
" ly say, that William, called ili# 
^' conqueror, made a league or com* 
'' pact with the archbishops, bishops^ 
^ earls, aod nobles of the land, who 
'* met him at Beorcham, and sworn 
** fealty to him, so he reciprocal ly^ 
^^ b<>iog required so to do, made his 
*^ pers(^nal oath before the altar of 
•* St. Peter. The original compact, 
'' saith M. Paris, was, that the kiair 
^ should govern them according to^ 
** the good, approved and ancient 
*' laws of the kingdom, — ^The liber 
*' ties in which the nobles confided 
'-saith M. of Westminster:— the 
'' laws of their country saith W. of 
" Malmesbury : — the laws of King 
" Edward say also these authors:- — 
" the proper laws and customs iit 
^ which their forefathers Hvcd^ say 
** Hoyeden and the Chronicle of 
'' Litchfield.''* Is it Bot evidem 
from hence that the government on 
the Norman accession was not found- 
ed on conquest but compact? 

These premises are sufiicient to 
justify the conclusion I mean t& 
draw from them, that Magan Ch^r^ 
ta was go novelty, no innovatiort, 
no encroachment upon the ci^owif, 
no sanction to the petty despotism 
falsely imputed to the great barons 
over the other free men of the king*^ 

* Somers's Judgment, &c. p» S4%^5. 
£d. 1710. — I am bapp> to see adfertk 
sed anew one. 
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doin. Neither was it a concession, 
grant, or favour, derived from the 
good will of the king, but a right 
that never had been out of the peo- 
ple; it was their old inheritance, 
their indisputable birthright, which 
the Norman conquest, as some have 
been pleased to call it, instead of 
depriving them of, did but more so- 
lemnly cenfirm and ratify. Magna 
Charta is exactly similar to the Pe- 
tition ^f Right in the time of King 
Charles, aad the Bill of Rights in 
that of William III. they were all 
declaratory fawt intended and made 
tor the special purpose of reviving 
the fundamental principles of our 
constitution; and ascertaining the 
rights of the people against the en- 
croachments and corruptions intro- 
duced by the executive government: 
8o far from being the gratuitous con- 
cessions of a King, these very pri- 
mary institutions themselves ordain, 
that if the King does not govern ac- 
cording to the fundamental laws, he 
shall not even retain the name of a 
Icing : — ncc nomen regis in eo constabit^ 
say the laws of Saint Edward, and 
Bracton and Fleta have copied those 
awful words — He is no king who 
does not govern according to Magna 
Charta : — that. Sir, is the English 
constitution. 

I have been much surprised, Mr. 
Editor, to read in your number for 
August, p. 130, an assertion made 
by an old acquaintance, whose can- 
dour will, I doubt not, pardon my 
• correcting his error, for it certainly 
is one. " Let it be remembered," 
says Mr. Burdon, " that the pnvi- 
" leges of the commons were origi- 
** ginally derived from the crown ; 
" for though our Saxon ancestors 
* were free, yet so much of that free- 
•dom was lost by the conquest that 
" all the charters obtained from the 
" Norman monarchs were only for- 
•' ced from them by their necessities." 
It is a common mistake to suppose 
our liberties derived from the char- 
ters, whereas they preceded them. 



These liberties, or, as Mr. Burdon 
calls them, privileges, were originally 
derived, not from the crown, but 
from free customs beyond the memory 
of any beginning, as Lord Coke ex- 
presses it, and the charters were no 
more than confirmations of these an- 
cient rights, not creations of them. 
They were, says Lord Somers, not. 
the grants and concessions of our 
princes, but recognitions of what we 
have reserved unto ourselves in the ori- 
ginal institution of our government* 
Now, Mr. Editor, according to my 
way of thinking, it has no influence 
whatever on the real merits of the 
case, whether our kings made these 
recognitions willingly or unwillingly: 
according to the constitution of this 
land they could only govern agree- 
able to these ancient laws, and when 
they governed otherwise, when they 
violated the constitution, the people 
as justly entitled so to do, vindicated 
their native rights by some act that 
should serve as a recognition of 
them. These enactments met with 
no opposition in a new Prince, who 
owed his crown to the demerits of a 
former one, as William III, Henry 
IV, and Edward III ; during whose 
reign in particular, the constitution 
was fortified by many admirable out- 
wotks; whereas in William's time 
the theory of the constitution was 
only asserted in the Bill of Rights, 
but never acted upon ; and Henry's 
promising reign was too soon inter- 
rupted by civil discord : but when 
these recognitions, or resuscitations 
as we may call them, of infringed 
and expiring rights, were brought 
forward by the people in such reigns 
as those of John, and Charles, how 
could It be supposed that the same 
hand which had inflicted the wound 
would spontaneously hold forth the 
balm that was to revive and restore 
the constitution ? Who can imagine 
that such would be tyrants as John 

* Pol. Rev. for Aprils belbfa qaoted^ 
p. 304. 
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>nd Charles were, woulJ ever liavc 
signed Magna Charta, or the Peti- 
tion of Right but from necessity ? 
And who but the rankest tory, which 
1 am sure Mr. Burdon is not, will 
deny that it was to this happy ne- 
cessity that the English nation owed 
on these two particular -occasions 
ihe salvation of their freedom ? 

Though Mr. B*s opinion is un- 
questionably wrong, yet it is entitled 
to some respect, for it is countenan- 
ci»d by the very words of the Char- 
ter itself, coticcssimus Spc, but Sir 
Roger Acherley has construed this 
— wc have agreed. I shall give you, 
for the entertainment of your rea- 
ders, Sir Roger's r(^sons for so doing. 
" It is expected that an objection 
" will bo made to the translation of 
" this Charter, namely, that the word 
•* concessimtu in Charters or deeds 
** properly signifies a gift or dispo- 
" si lion of something, that the do- 
** nor had to give, and which the 
** donee wanted or had not before, 
** whereas that word concessimus is 
•* here rendered to signify an agree" 
** mentf or concession to allow or 
** observe something that was in be- 
" ing, or in esse before. Answer. 
** The latin verb concedo, signifies 
"as much to contract, as to give; 
" and is as properly used in cove- 
** nants or contracts as in gifts or 
" dispositions ; for in common con- 
" tracts or agreements the common 
" form is thus. A. covenants grants 
** and agrees with B; or A. cove- 
" nants promises and grants to and 
" with B to do such or such a thmg : 
** There the word concedo or grants 
** sounds in contract to yield or a- 
" grcc to give up something contcn- 
'* dcd for.: so in this Charter the 
" word concessimus sounds through- 
** out as a contract, or engagement 
" to administer the government ac- 
" cording to the rights of the people 
" there set down ; it being inconsis- 
" tent with common sense to con- 
*< strue the word concessimus in this 
** Charter to signify a new g\ftj ot 
▼ol/viu. 



** disposition ofneD things, that were 
" not in being before, for how could 
" King John give as a «ew gift to 
" the city of London, or other cili^^s, 
" and sea ports, &c. their ancient 
** liberties, which were theirs for 
" ages before King John was King? 
" How could King John give or dis- 
'* pose of other men^s properties, or 
" qnestions of properties, between 
" guardians and their pupiU, or be- 
" tween widows, and the b^rs of 
" their husbands, or between lords 
" of manors and their tenants, or 
" between creditors and thcirdebtors, 
** or make dispositions of the estates 
" of men dying intestate T* 

To this observation which is cer- 
tainly well worthy of attention, I 
shalfadd another. It was evidently 
the aim of the people to give these 
rovisals of their old l^ws, becoming 
disused and obsolete, all the legal 
force and solemnity imaginable. We 
may recollect the discontent it gave 
the nation when Charles the fir^t 
evaded for some time passing the 
petition of right with the same 
forms and ceremony as commonly 
used in passing a bill of law ; now 
that our forefathers meant not only 
to make Ma<;na Charta a law, but 
an irrevocable law is most certain. 
The usual form of making laws was 
by the prayer of the commons, and 
the concession or consent of the 
King. The words used on this oc- 
casion to this day, have the same 
sense as the word, Concedo, le Rot 
ie V€7tlt, or else, le Roi s'avisera to a 
private bill, soit fait comme it est 
dcsir^ ; it was a part of the courtesy 
of the nation towards their kings 
never to address them but in the 
way of prayer or petition. Alfred 
in the preface to his law^ says, that 
they were made by consent of his 
people, for that otherwise he did not 
dare to do it. Fort ham ie nc dui'st 
gedyrst laecan, are the Saxon words 
quoted by Bohun, p. 32. Though 

• Biitannic Coustittrtion p. Sit. 
^ I 
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tMs was, from the very beginning, 
the modus condcndi leges, among our 
ancestors, and still remains so, or 
is supposed to remain so; yet the 
respect our foicfathcrb had for ma- 
.,norQhy made them courteously join 
the Snavifcr in modo to the Foriitor 
in Re, and thus we find that al- 
, though nothing; cowld be done with- 
out the connnt of the people, y^t 
that consent was couched in the 
form of prayer or petition. Thus we 
are told " before printing, all the 
** ordinances affirmed by the royal 
** consent were recorded, and then 
" published under the great seal of 
*' Enj;land, with a general preface, 
" and proclaimed in every shire, and 
" ordinarily the form was thus ; the 
" king, such a day and such a place, 
*' by the advice of his lords spiritual 
" and temporal, and at the special 
** instance and request of the Com- 
** nions assembled in parliament, 
** hath made and established these 
" ordinances, acts, and statutes, to 
** the honour of God, the good of 
" the King and realm, in form fol- 
" lowing, and then sets forth every 
" act in particular chapters."* In 
short every act of parliament still 
preserves the form o a petition. Af- 
ter stating the object it says, m.'iy 
it therefore please your Majesty, 
that it may be enacted," and be it 
enacted and so forth. But suppose 
it should not please his Majesty, 
stipposc the answer should be Lc 
Rod s*aiiserat and after mlvicc taken 
he should by writ give his consent, 
after dissolution of parliament, the 
act becomes a good act. it is very 
true, what Mr. Burdon >«ys, that 
such expressions occur in the renew- 
al of the Charters, or grants as he 
calls them, by our kings as the first 
act of their vng^ns &c ; but this only 
shews the anxiety of the people fur 
the preserxalion of iheir undoubted 
rights, as some of odr kings, to make 

* Annqiiiiv of the Parliamsnts of 
Kn^and p. 59. 



sure of the matter were crowned ot^ 
anA over again. The people on these 
occasions were obliged of course to 
comply with parliamentary forms: 
to have violated the courtesy used 
on such occasions, would only have 
deprived these acts of the sanction 
and solemnity of la.w. 

We have seen that the laws are 
affirmed by the King's copcedo; but 
after that is granted it cannot be re- 
tracted ; though he can affirm, be 
cannot afterwards disaffirm; that 
can only be done by the concurrence 
of the three estates; and good care 
has been taken, that even the three 
estates united, cannot annul, or in- 
fringe Magna Charta : this was ne- 
cessary to ensure the entail, to ren- 
der it an heirloom,* an inlnnitanoe 
to us and our children i^ evermore* 
What I mean to insist upon here is, 
that the royal concedo^ hi this case, 
is a statutable concession, and there- 
foie became an irrevocable one from 
that circumstance alone, had it not 
even been made so by other means : 
for the Great Charta of King John 
is a declaratory law ; as much an 
act of parliament as the charter of 
Henry III. which^ is placed at the 
head of our statute book ; and tbe 
reasoii uhy both are not there, is, 
that for ages there was no memorial 
of John's charter but that copy of it 
recorded in Mathew Pans, which 
was not thought sufficient authority 
to give It a place in the statute 
book; at last, however, that cop^ 
with the great seal attached to it, 
was found, which is now in the Cot- 
tonian Library. \i has been amply 
proved that our kings a;overn by con- 
tract ; and Magna Charta is that 
contract : it may justly be called 
likewise the original contract, for it 
is no more than a revival of that oU 
contract which has existed beyond 
the men¥)ry of any beginnings and is 

• A w'ord derived from heir and ge- 
Jomn, and menna goods of any kind at- 
UclMtd to tbe freehold. 
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set forth in King' Edward's laws, 
wherein it is said, that if the Kino 
shall break it, nee notnen regis in eo 
constahit ; — it is that same contract, 
renewed, an\l confirmed, by act of 
parliament. It is an act, therefore, 
that takes no right from the King, 
and confers no new one upon the. 
people; it restored those primordial 
laws and ett^toms on which the go- 
Ternment was, and still continues to 
be, founded: foi, as Sir John For- 
tcscue tells us, )here can be np lait^- 
ful government in this country, but 
(hat which is conformable to these 
fuadaracDtal institutions. They were 
restored, as the charter itself informs 
us, ad sopiendam discordium^ to put 
to sleep discord : that discord which 
had naturally, and very properly too, 
arisen, when it was found that the sue- 
cessorsof that great King, William i. 
falsely called a conqueror ^ did not go-- 
t)emaccording to those *' ancient, good, 
** and approved laws and aistoms,'*' 
which he soletpnly confirmed. To 
silence for ever such discord was this 
new agreenKnt made, and the an- 
cient constitution renovated ; a sc-^ 
furlty often practised by the free 
notions of ancient times, particularly 
the Jews, who are said to have " re- 
" newed the kingdom,*' by similar 
august ceremonies. How could this 
tvoovation bcelfected so well among 
us as in a solcmu parliamentary 
«ay } and therefore it is cjuitc na- 
tural that. the usual legislative cere- 
nontes should be adhered to, and 
the same remark will hold good re* 
spccting all those confirmations at 
the beginning of each reign, when 
the nation, very laudably, ** rcncw- 
" ed the kingdom," that is the con- 
stitution of the kingd(^, a practice 
which we may to our sorrow, regret 
Hot having scrupulously adhered to. 
I have been the more particular 
on this subject because it behoves 
Englishmen at all times, but parli- 
calarly at present, when this sacred 
contiact, instituted for the express 
purpose of sfooT^fg 40 the people 



their rights, is invaded by the very 
men whom they have chosen to 
guard and protect them in the en- 
joyment thereof — it behoves them to 
have a clear and distinct idea re- 
specting the nature and the contents 
>rf Magna Charta : it behoves them 
to know thai there is nothing in that 
instrument that was not a part of 
the subject's birthright in Saxon 
times — nothing there but what has 
been the here^litary franchise of En- 
glishmen from bt?yond the memory 
of any beginning, and which is so 
" secured, sworn to, and entailed on 
" us and our posterity for evermore," 
(to use the words of Lord Somers) 
that no power upon earth can ever 
deprive us of it, but by fraud or vio- 
lence. We have memorials which 
tell us when the Saxon monarchy 
began in this island, the Danish mo- 
narchy, the Norman monarchy, tho 
house of Tudor, the house of Stuart, 
the house of Orange, and last the 
house of Brunswick ; but we liavo 
no memc^rials that can tell us of iha 
origin of those franchises recorded 
in that sacred contract : the most 
learned men in these matters have 
told us, that they are beyond tho 
memory of any beginning, that thc^ 
source from whence they have flowed 
down to us, is as indiscoverable as 
the head of the Nile.* Yet this sa- 
cred contract, this sanctum sancto- 
rum of English freedom in which is 
contained the rights of.J»oth king 
and people, is now treated with co>i- 
tempt, by men who have no other 
power but that wliich they dcr»vc 
from the people themselves : ih^'JO 
trustj/ persons have set up against 
the rights of those constitueniti to 
whose favour and election they tj<^ 
indebted for their political existence? 
a'privilega of their own making, a" 
upstart of about a century and a 
half, a miscreated unholy thing, 
breaihing poison and destruction, 
towards those popular rightsof which 

♦ Expression of Sir Matthew Hnle. 
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they are the constitutional guar- 
dians! and thus fair fnredom, en- 
trusted to thfeir care, is to be slung 
to death by a viper, which ibcsc 
faithful keepers have themselves 
hatched and fostered for that ho- 
nourable purpose ! 

There is in this attempt against 
British freedom something not mere- 
ly nefarious, but *also absurd and 
ridiculous. Is it not absurd to say, 
that a privilege which is not above 
a hundred and fifty years old i^ a 
part of the lex terra? Is it not ri- 
diculous to say that such a muahroom 
privilege was meant to be reserved 
by the words of the Greet Charter, 
And that its interests were carefully 
f rotected and guarded by an excejh 
tion or salvo in its favour, and ex- 
pressed in that very clause whereby 
that franchise it subverts, the trial 
by jury, is assured to the people. 
Surely, Mr. Editor, if this could be 
established, it would be a master- 
piece of legal juggling ! 

Lord Coke says, Magna Charta 
i» such a fellow that he will not 
bear an equnl, much less a superior. 
Ah Sir ! that might be the case wjien 
the good gentleman was in hjs prime; 
but now he is old, thrown aside, 
disregarded, treated with contempt, 
Mlas Sir! with worse than contempt ! 
lie was born the 1 5th of June in 
the year 1215, a day that every true 
Englishman should commemorate; 
it is now nearly six hundred years 
ago; his saucy competitor owes hi^ 
existence to the disorders which be- 
fel this country in the reign of 
Charles I. so that Magna Chnrta is 
above four hundred years this up- 
- start fellow's senior; yet does .he 
take oyer him the airs of an elder 
brother; — nny, ,he pretends tha^; 
AJagna Charta came into tbc 
world under the humble pretension? 
and hard restricti<i||i8 which are the 
lot of younger brothers in general, 
who are not to infringe the rights of 
the elder born ; and that in the fa- 
mily settlement a talvo lo this effect 



was actually inserted in his favour. 
Thus would this intruder, of mush- 
room extraction, not only usurp the 
place of Magna Charta, but bring 
him forward as a witness to establish 
his pretended prior right, make him 
give testimony against himself in 
Whalf of the sincerity of a thing, 
which was not known to exist, du* 
ring the greater part of his life time, 
and which no one could ever have 
then imagined likely to exist. What 
would Lord Coke have said had he 
seen Magna Charta treated in this 
manner, had he beheld bim so de- 
graded, reduced lo serve that vile 
office .which fellows with straw in 
their shoes have been reported to 
perform in Wesiminster liall ? and 
against his own reputation too \ — to 
damn his own cause ; Magna Char- 
ta made to give testirfiony against 
the rights of the people, after having 
been near six centuries their faithful 
guard and protector ! Magna Char* 
ta brought, hi spite of his teeth, to 
serve as a witness against trial by 
juryp — He who prevented the longest 
sword, that thing first introduced 
by the Normans cnWed Jwdiciai corth^ 
hat^ from confounding might with 
right — he who restored, in those 
mad iUiing times, the sober decision 
of twelve honest impartial men, to- 
gether with other laudable Saxon 
customs, which, as the excellent 
Lord Somers says, were first collect- 
ed into a body by King Edgar the 
Saxon, and afterwards revived by 
the Confessor.* He it is to whom 
we owe all this, and yet be is now 
made the sanction of usurpations as 
opposite to this as heaven is to bell. 
King Edgar, Sir, began to reign in 
the year 95d* hut 1 have a book bo- 
fore me that shews the trial by jury 
to be still older than that period. AU 
frtd began to reign in 872 ; some sup- 
pose him to have been the institutor 
of this noble franchise so long and 
sp justly prized by Englishmen ; h^ 

• PoL Rev. Afnl» P' 905- 
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was, however, but the restorer of 
this, and other excellent bomc-bome 
institutions, of which we cannot dis- 
cover the commencement. I have, 
if I mistake not, Mr. Editor, intro- 
duced, to the acquaintance of your 
readers, some of those ancient iw>r- 
thies of the law, whom the good 
King Alfred exalted ; there are three 
more, Cadwine, Marhes, and Fre- 
burne, whose names he has trans- 
mitted to posterity, by punishments 
for what in the present age may 
scorn extraordinary, not sufticienily 
respecting the trial by jury. 

** He hanged Cadwine because 
" that he judged Hackwy to death 
** without the consent of all the ju- 
" rors; and whereas he stood upon 
" the jury of twelve men, and he- 
** cause three would have saved him 
** against the nine, Cadwine removed 
*' the three, and put others upon the 
** j"ry» "P<>n whom Ilackwy put 
" not himself." Fie for shame my 
Lord Judge Cadwine! why this was 
•* murder committed with the sword 
** of justice," as was said in Alger- 
non Sidney's case. Sec ! how soon 
the English were taught to know the 
value of trial by jury! $ee what 
judges have been, and always will 
be, without a firm, steady, impartial 
jury ! — fBul for the others. " He 
•* hanged Marhes because he judged 
^* Deering to death, by twelve men 
" who were not sworn." Now Mr, 
Editor, we perceive the value attach- 
ed to the life of ii man in Saxon 
times: he was not to die, but on the 
unanimous verdict of twlve men, 
sworn. " He hanged Freburne be- 
'* cause he judged llarpin to die, 
<* wheieas the jury were in doubt of 
" their verdict, for in doubtful cases 
" one ought rather to save than to 
♦* cpndemn/'* 

Look Mr. Editor, look I pray at 
this! ajury wereto be all of one 
wind, ihey wereto l»c duly sworn, 
and they were to have no doubt : 

^ Dome's Mirror, p. 9^9, 240. 



they were not to be over-ruled^ nol 
to be led by the nose! the judge 
that dared to do this, was punished 
with a halter; — would to God that 
every judge who has since dared ta 
mis-lead a jury, had met that fate; 
how many whose names we hear now 
mentioned with a sort of awe, would 
then be consigned to infamy? — Does 
not all this prove that our Saxoa 
ancestors well understood the in* 
estimable value of this ancient insti-^ 
tution? The reign of Alfred was 
England's golden age ; . and at thlit 
ti^e we see the trial by jury wa«^ 
paramount; now it must strike sail 
to an upstart, a mere excrescence, 
sprung from the civil dissentions in 
King Charles's time; is not this a 
horrible fall off? and this fungu» 
that has attached itself to our vene* 
rablc constitution, is called a funda- 
mental part thereof! As well might 
we say that those frequent humours 
in thq i)ody which foul diet engen* 
dcrs, and a proper regimen would 
cure, arc a part of a man's physical 
constitution. For want of a proper 
regimen inCharles's time, the govern- 
ment became oppressive, and despo- 
tism v.as opposed to despotism. Thty 
collision produced the privilege ia 
question, which some would novr 
father upon the lex terrse; but Sir, 
give nxe leave to say thai it is as 
much the offspring of the lex terras 
as the boil Upon my uncle loby's 
seat of honour, of which we read in 
Tristram Shandy, was the legiti- 
mate progeny of my said uncle To- 
by. 1 will allow. Sir, that lex 
terrse was tiie father of Wittena Ge- 
motat and Witttna Gcmota the fa« 
th«*r of Parliamentum^ from whose 
foul humors sprang this excrescence;; 
but Sir, shall this excrescence there- 
fore be allowed lo call lex terrae iti , 
grandfather? Shall an imposthura« 
be esteemed a part of that very con- 
stitution which it limits, corrupts^ 
and tiestroys? 

To speak less niietaphoricnlly, par- 
iJament derives its existence from 
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those ancient )aws and customs of 
which we. know not the origin ; shall 
it therefore be maintained that any 
practice which the necessities of the 
lin>es may force parliament to adopt, 
shall become a part of those primor- 
dial laws and customs ^ The tnal 
hy jury is oi>e of these fundamental 
laws; no man will dispute thdt; and 
the practice introduced was a sus- 
pension of that fundamental law : 
Now if i\\Q house af commons is 
competent to suspend one fundameiY- 
tal taw, it is competent to suspend 
them all : in other words, the con- 
slit a tion is in that case at the will 
of a body of men, who themselves 
are supposed to be under the irv- 
flucncc of a single man. This pri« 
¥ilege of suspending, or dispensing 
with, that fudamcntal law, the trial 
hy jury, was not the only parlia- 
xicDtary irregularity pro<lu€ed by the 
coDtcnlions of those days. Charles 
certainly broke the contract between 
priuceaad people as much, if not 
more, than his son James did, and 
then'fore, the Iqngly o^co was as 
nikch abdicated by the* one as by the 
ether: the old fundamental law Ntc 
9oni€n Regis in to conUabitj was ap- 
plicable to them both, but decapita- 
tion was a stretch of pawcr beyond 
the constitution, and perhaps, nar- 
row ly escaped, in that privilege- 
making age, being also converted' 
into a part of the Lex Tcme ! Id 
short, if any branch of the legisla- 
ture mn excTcite such a power of 
conversion, farewell to the English* 
constitution ! farewell every vestige 
•f fri^dom ! 

1 might go still farther, Mr. £di- 
tor, and say, in that case, farewell 
even common sense. For suppose 
Sir, by way of argument, that the' 
hou«e of comnQj00s,under pretence of 
being the sole judge of its own pri- 
TJlegrs, should make «|bat it pleased 
l^rvilege ; in other words, should 
have a full latitude of manutacturo 
in this article; and that these privi- 
i(fj^ea» when so inade^ should pass* 



current, and not be regard^ like 
smuggled unlawful wares; still Sir, 
it could not impose upon us such 
modern manufactures for antiquities 
t)f the age of several *cchturies; it 
could not convert a privilege sptek 
and span new into a venerable Saxon 
relick ; it could not tell us, that what 
we saw made before our eyes, was a 
thing existing from beyortd the me- 
mory of any beginning; that Sir, 
would be more insulting to the com* 
mon sense of the people of England^ 
than the famous exploit of the bot- 
tle conjurer himself. 

And yet, Mr. Editor, what is it 
that the committee of the represen- 
'tatives of the British Commons do 
say: do they not tell us in their second 
report, that a privilege created-in six* 
teen hundred and odd, is a part of 
that lex terne, referred to in a char- 
ter executed in twelve hundred and 
odd ? — ^The following arc their me- 
morable words* Speaking of the pwocr 
of commitment for altbel &c. they 
say — *• ITiis power is in truth 
" part of the fundamental law of par- 
" liament ; the law of parliament is 
" the law of the land, part of the irx 
" terras nientioned in Magna Char- 
** ta, where it is declared, that no 
" freeman shall be takim or imprt- 
" soned but by thc;^ judgment of his-. 
" peers or the law of the land." Now 
Mr. Ekiitor, give me leave to ask 
such of your readers who have hap- 
pily retained tho faculty of common 
sense, unpcrplexed and unsophisti- 
cated by tho juggling of state law- 
yers, whether any thing could be 
mentioned in Magmt Cbarta which 
was not then in existence, nor in- 
deed untill four hundred years after 
that charter was made? Whether 
any thing coirld bo even referred to, 
understood, or implied by the words 
les terra, biit the law then in being 
— the law that was already in cwf— 
that had been in existence in SaxOt% 
limes, aye, b«*yond the memory of 
any beginning, and which it was 
the object of tha<t charter no^'Ohly 
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fuHy to restore, bnt for ever to per- 
petuate i This \v(vs the law spokeo 
of in M^gna Charta, and very juslfy 
(ienoroinatcd lex tcrr2e;or law of the 
land, because it had always belong- 
ed to the land ; and by this charter 
it was intended never to -be separated 
from the land, being made an heir 
loom, a lixture, "belonging to the 
freehold, dnd the inheritance of En- 
glishmen foe cvcrmore.The lex terrae 
was 00 that day (Jun^ 15, I215») & 
thing well known to all men ^ not a 
thing that in a far distant period 
was to be batched and engendered 
by the effect of civil discord, which 
no man then could foresee, or im- 
agine Ulit'ly to happen ; on the con- 
tmry, every possible care was taken 
by rendering these laws fundamen- 
tal, that is fixed and irrevocable, 
for that is the idea we hai^e of a 
faodamental law, that no such things 
€f^{ should happen. But, Sir, we 
are expressly told that this ppwer is 
ia truth,part of the fundamental law 
of parliament : surely it can never 
be intended to say, that a power set 
Qp in sixteen hundred, that is above 
a thousand years after the foundation 
of our government was laid, can 
properly be styled fundamental ! — 
Neither Sir, can it be asserted, that 
it was deemed by our ancestors a 
fundamental part of our govern- 
ment, to invest any of the constitu- 
ted authorities with the prerogative 
of suspending, or dispensing with, 
the leges terra or any of them, or of 
fabricating new laws, regulations, 
or privileges, or introducing new 
customs contrary to these leges terra. 
Their whole proceedings were direct- 
ly contrary: bad they, in establish- 
ing these fundamental laws, given 
others the power to counter-act 
them, then they would have had no- 
thinjF fundamental or certain, no- 
thing they could either depend upon 
themselves, or entail upon their 
poiteriry. These gentlemen have 
contented themselves with roundly 
asserting that this powor of setting 



up pn\ilege9 which dispenses wilit 
the law, is a part of a fundamental 
law, part of the lex ferret itself; bu< 
the pei»ple will not suffer their laws 
to be suspended, or dispensed with, 
«ipon the mere opmirmsof any set of 
men whatever, particularly of those 
whom they have deputed to main- 
tain them. Surely a nepresentativa 
ought not to set up his opinion •- 
gainst the positive written authority 
.of a ri^ht vested in his constitu- 
ents! The people must have more 
than bare assertions to make then 
believe that ' the power of set- 
ting up customs, contrary to the/er 
ienvir, IS a part of the lex term ; or 
that th« privilege of introducing 
practices in parliament, contrary to 
the constitution, is a part of the 
constitution: such assertions will 
not be implicitly received merely 
because the honourable assert ers tell 
us they speak in truth — for in truth 
they contradict themselves. 

It is incredible that those good 
patripts who framed Magna Cl^arta 
should have intended to invest any 
men with such ^ s^^rerting power 9s 
this : If so, it would have bfen do- 
ing, and undoing : it would have 
been giving franchises to the people 
with one hand, and taking th«m 
away with tl^e other: It would 
have been the same thing as to shut 
up the greatest blessing man can 
enjoy with all the evil%contained in 
Pandora's box, and bequeath them 
both together to posterity. A very 
pretty inheritance truly, to have 
made such a fuss about, and taken 
such pains to insure to us and ours 
for ever ! A fine heirloom indeed to 
attach to that noble freehokl called 
England! But what do I talk of 
freehold ? Alas ! alas ! Sir, Eng- 
land would have been no freehold 
wiih such a slairc-making chartet of 
liberty as thl^p*ti(^, it would have 
Ix'en a base Hl^hold, held at the 
Villi of those invested with this sub* 
verting poxvcr ! No, it is incredible 
that our honest patriotic ancestors 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



f5s 



Afi Inquiry into the En^ish Omstitutum ^c. 



[oCT. 



could ever have harboured so foul, 
so treacherous, so criminal a design ! 
Besides Sir, did not these yery per- 
sons as soon as they had digested 
aU these leget terrct in a Great Char- 
ter, assemble together in all the 
churches of the kingdom, and there 
solemnly curse all those who should 
ififringe them? Is it credible that 
they would have done this if they 
had invested a body of men with a 
legal power to make such infringe- 
ments, to subvert these \ery laws — 
to do the very act on which they 
solemnly implored the horrible pu- 
nishment of everlasting damnation ? 
Nay the very men to whom these 
novel expositors of the Great Char- 
ter would assign this dispensing pow- 
er, did thus curse thtmselves if 
they should infringe this same char- 
ter. Is it not preposterous in the 
extreme to imagine that these men, 
if they were really invested with such 
a privilege, should wilfully draw 
down upon their own heads the 
most dreadful of all possible punish- 
ments for doing what (as these gen- 
tlemen assert) tilcy had a right to 
do? liCt it be observed, that these 
curses were repeated by the whole 
nation at large, that is by every free- 
man ; all the great men in the king- 
dom performed this awful ceremony 
in company with !the king; the rest 
in their parish churches. Lord So- 
men has given us the following par- 
ticulars : " King Henry 111. aiten- 
•* ded with all the great nobility of 
" England, all the bishops, and 
" chief prelates, in their ornaments, 
^ with burning candles in their 
** hands, assembled to hear the ter- 
" rible sentence of excommunication 
"upon air the infringers of the 
" Great Charter, which was thus 
" pronounced : Im the name of the 
" Omnipotent God &c ; which done 
*' the Charter of King John his fa- 
" ther was read ; in the end having 
** thrown away their candles they 
** cried out — So let t/tem who incur 
*' ikis sentence be extinct, and stink 



" in hell : and the King with a loud 
" voice said — As God help me, I 
" will as a man, a christian, a knight, 
" a king crowned and anointed, in- 
" violably observe all these things.*** 

Lord Somers has not here recited 
the curse, but the reader will find 
it at large in British liberties or 
Freeborn Subjects Inhentanec^ p, 5d 
and 52. It extended to " all those 
" that in any point do resist, or 
" break, or ia any manner hereafter 
" procure, counsel, or any ways as- 
" sent to resist, or break, those or- 
" di nances, or go about it by word 
•* or deed, openly or privily, by any 
" manner of pretence or colour &c." 
Whence we plainly see that Magna 
Charta was not to be infringed under 
colour of privilege, or any other pre- 
tence j — they particularly applied 
the curse to legislators, judges, and 
other constituted authorities^ as fol- 
lows. " And all that secretly or open^ 
ly, by deed, word, or council, do 
ii>ake statutes, or observe them being 
made, and that bring in customs, or 
keep them xrhcn they be brought in 
against ths said liberties, or any of 
them, the writers, the law-makers^ 
the counsellors, and the executioners 
of them, and all those that shall 
presume to judge against them." 

This proof is as full and conclu- 
sive as heart can desire: it is as 
clear as the sun at noon day ; that 
if such a^reservation had been roado 
in the Great Charter as the commit- 
tee wish us to believe, it would havo 
been of no avail whatever; for the 
very law-makers themselves, in whose 
behalf such a privilege is pretended 
to have been reserved, could not 
have made use of it, but at the ex- 
pence of their own immortal souls, 
since they would have been by 
their own act self accursed, and 
condemned from their own mouths 
to everlasting punishment. Ilera 
we see clearly that all who make 
statutes — that is King, Lords and 

* Somer8*s Judgment, &c. p. 2^. 
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ComoKMi^t for who else have ever 
made any statutes in this country, 
do wilfully consign' themselves to 
eternal perdition, if they shall at 
any time thereafter make any $ta- 
tMt€Sf or brit^ in any custatns into 
parliament, contrary to any of the 
said liberties. I low very different 
this is from the present Vamped up 
doctrine by which the Commons do 
so boldly assert tUat they have a 
right by virtue of the great charter 
itself, to dispense with tnal by jury 
or any other chartered right, and to 
bring in any custom under the name 
of privilege subversive of all or any 
of these rights, no man I think who 
has only sense to distinguish his 
right haml from his left caii^ be at 
«ny loss to discover. 

It is enough to appal the stoutest 
hearted man to reflect on what they 
are exposed to, who either as legis- 
lators, counsellors, or judges, do in 
any way infringe the Great Charter: 
and yet Mr. Editor, this charter has 
been infringed over and over again 
by persons of the above descriptions. 
A legislator or a privy counsellor 
may perhaps endeavour to quiet the 
alarms of conscience by representing 
to himself^ that his case is different 
from that of his predecessor in an- 
cient times, who, in case oPsuch in- 
fringement, stood consigned by his 
own sentence to damnation ; but the 
case of a judge is not very different 
now from what it was formerly, for 
Magna Charta has {)een, by various 
statutes, declared the common law, 
and that law he swears to admini- 
ster upon the same penalty of dam- 
nation. It is a frightful thing there- 
fore, to contemplate a judge bela- 
bouring his conscience, and trying, 
bydintofjuggleand equivocation, to 
evade or defeat the intentions of the 
Great Charter ; taking, perhaps, some 
modern practice for his guide which 
he well knows is an infraction of the 
law, and hot the law itself. It is 
still raoro horrible to behold not 
merely one judge, but all pf them 
Top. VIIU 



united, concurrring to defeat the 
Great Charter, as happened in the 
reign of Charles the Firbt. — But 
though the legislators and counsel- 
lors of modern times arc not requi- 
red to join in those imprecatory so- 
lemnities, which our forefathers so 
piously practised, yet they ought 
not, on that account, to consider 
themselves as exempt from their ef- 
fect; they cannot be ignorairt that 
tliese denunciations extended from 
the time they were pronounced to 
all future invaders of the Great Char- 
ter; and therefore, by putting them- 
selves wilfully in that predicament, 
they become exposed to all the con- 
sequences intended to be the result 
thereof; as a man who breaks a 
known law voluntarily exposes him- 
self to the penalty denounced there- 
by. Thus Sir John Elliot conscien- 
tiously refused the forced loan re- 
quired of him, because it was con- 
trary to the Great Charter ; ** to the 
" observation of which, our ancestor* 
" have bound us with a curse, anrd 
" also under pain of cxcommunica- 
" tion; which acts and curses," aJd$ 
Sir John, " do extend to us." h\ 
short it is not to bo doubted that 
every man who oppugns the Great 
Charter, whether it is by the intro- 
duction of a hew practice or custom, 
or by keeping suchjcustoms afta they 
be brought in, must incur these tre- 
mendous maledictions. Suppose a 
judge is appealed to by \'vT\t of Habeas 
Corpus, to release a British subject 
arbitrarily imprisoned by a sentence 
inflicted on him without trial by 
jury, a right that cannot certainly 
be dispensed with- by any authority 
whatever established or acknow- 
ledged bylaw, and consequently the 
power that dares to dispense with it^ 
sets itself above the law, as our 
kings formerly pretended to do by 
virtue of dijMa right and right of 
conquest, to9|Pfeti fountains of au- 
thority neither of the other branches 
of thi lejgisluture have ever presumed 
to mske ai)y c^aim; $yppo£e, I re- 
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peat, ft lawless violence of thi^ kind 
is done lo the rights of an English- 
man, and of course to the funda- 
mental law of the land which the 
subject has a ris^ht to claim of the 
king, or at the hands of those who 
administer justice in his behalf, and 
he brings for this purpose his writ 
of Hah'eas Corpus^ ought it to be ad- 
vanced as a sound plea against the 
demand here made of an unques- 
tionable birthright, that, truly, the 
house of Lords or the house of Com- 
mons who have imprisoned him, 
have of late years mad» it t^ieir prac- 
tice to subvert this birthright, to 
dispense with the law, and set them- 
selves not only above it, but also 
above any court of jusncc, or the 
king himself, or any officer who in 
his name shall endeavour to use the 
power of the state to assure the sub- 
ject in his undoubted rights; ought 
such a plea as this to be allowed in 
a court that calls itself a court of 
law ? Is it becoming a court of jus- 
tice in this free country, where if any 
judgments are given, contrary to 
Magna Charta, they are, ipsafacto^ 
null and void ? Ought any judge 
to allow the meanest subject in Eng- 
gland to be frustrated of his rights 
by such a plea? For is it not evi- 
dent that it oppuo^ns the Great Char- 
ter, consequently they who first 
brought in such a custom stand ac- 
cursed ; they come clearly under the 
description of " law makers, making 
" statutes, or bringing in customs 
** against the said liberties;*' and the 
judge who admits the plea must evi- 
dently incur these maledictions like- 
wise, independent of the breach of 
his, oath of office, by which he is 
to administer the common law of 
tlje land to all the king's subjects 
indiscriminately, for he is one of 
those " who keeps Cna^ns when they 
*' bt brought in^ opifMiiry to the li- 
" berties of the Gr«fiChartor, and 
" who pre/funtes to judge agamst 
" them." It is not necessary for this 
judge to have been one of the origi- 



nal authors of a custom contrary la 
the charter ; he is equally criminal if 
he adheres to it afterwards : even the 
executioners of any law hostile to 
the charter are accursed, as also all 
those who •* procure, ctunsel, or in 
" any way assent" to such breaches 
of the peoples' rights; or who go 
about it by ** word or deed, openly 
" or privily, or by any manner of 
•* pretence or colour;" all these per- 
sons have been consigned by our 
ancestors to everlasting perdition; 
when they laid the foundations of 
our government they thus impreca- 
ted curses on the he^ds of all those 
that should remove those founda- 
tions, whether kings, legislators, 
judges, or others; the intention was 
laudable if the structure was worth 
preserving, which 1 presume cannot 
be doubted. But our fopcfethers 
knew that the dread of future pu- 
nishments in another state of exis- 
tence are found to make but a small 
impression in this, and more espe- 
cially with that class of meti who 
have been always found to be the 
greatest enemies of popular rights : 
these persons, surrounded in genewl 
by every gratification that wealth 
and power can bestow, are too 
haughty and ambitious, too muck 
occupied with this world, to be ma- 
terially influenced in their conduct 
by the fear of any punishments like- 
ly to happen to them in the next. 
This truth became very early appa- 
rent by the manner in which JohB 
broke his oath; and his son Henry 
likewif^e, after swearing in the so- 
lemn manner before recited to keep 
that charter, did, as Matthew Paris 
expresses it, impndenttr vwhoii,— 
When a king thus impudently n-io- 
latod his oath, could it be expected 
that his ministers, his judgef, and 
all those who owed their elevatiim 
to royal favour, would blush to fbl- 
iow his example? It was found vain, 
therefore, to implore punishment ia 
another world on the souls ef such 
abandoned wretches; it was neccf 
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«Ary to punish thcih ih this. Henry 
I If. was tuken prisoner, and bridled 
by fbrce, oaths being incapable of 
n*straihing him ; but his grandson 
Edward IL was deposed, and his 
great granikoN Richard II. shared 
the same fate: between these two 
unfortunate reigns was the glorious 
one of Edward HI. in which the 
fh&edohi of the subject and the va- 
louf* of the nation shone in meridian 
splendour^ and laws that deserve 
our eternal terteratibn were passed 
in this reign ibrthe ample security 
of the Great Charter ; one fn parti- 
cular d^erves to be noted, by which 
if any Judge gare any decision, con- 
trary to the Grdat Charter, it was 
declared to be imd; and if King^ 
Lords^ and Comfnons unit^ made 
ik,ny statute, repugnant to the Cbar^ 
tor, it was dcclami that it should 
have no force ifi law. The arms of 
ffea men are irresistible, and it is 
no wonder that such a king, at the 
head of such a people, should prove 
a (conqueror. As Edward IH. ac- 
quired foreign crowns by means of 
his respect for the Great Charter^ 
so Edward II. and Richard II. lost 
Iheit hereditary ones by infringing 
jt. I have already quoted the 27lh 
Uttidc of Richard's impeachment, 
by Avhich it appears, that his offence 
against Magna Cliarta was exactly 
similar to that since committed by 
the house of Ix>rds in the case of 
Flower^ and the house of Commons 
in those of Jones and Bnrdttt ; and 
surely, it is very extraordinary, that 
what was anciently held so great a 
crime in the first branch of the le- 
gislature, as to merit deposition, 
should now in the second and the 
third branches be held to be no crime, 
but a privilege. Although, says this 
^th article, •* it is ordained that no 
^ freeman shall be taken &c. nor shall 
*• the king pass upon him, but by the 
"judgment of his peers, or the law 
'• of the land, yet by the command 
"*• of th6 said king very many of his 
•^ li<Sge people were accused, impri- 



" soned,and brought before the mat^ 
"shal's court &c. This was," sailh 
the article as given by Sir Robert 
Cotton, ** for offences, determinabU' 
** ai commm law" The crime of 
Richard then consisted in depriving 
his subjects of trial by jury, by 
means of proceedings in the mar- 
shal's court, in the same way as the 
parties above mentioned were de- 
prived of the judgment of their peers, 
by proceedings in the lords, and in 
the Common's house of parliament : 
and the offences committed by th^se 
persons were thfe same: they were 
all declared iss be libels against the 
three branches of the legislature, 
against King Richard II. in the first 
case, against the bouse of Lords in 
Flower's case, and against the house 
of Commons in those of Jones and 
Burdett ; and in the article of im- 
peachment, as given by one histo- 
rian, stress is laid that these offences 
were determinable at common law. 
This constitutes the grievance, which 
was the same to all the parties, for 
at common law they would all have 
had the benefit of a jury; whereas 
by these proceedings in the marshal's 
court, and the ho'usc of Lords, and 
house of Commons, that was </w- 
pensed xoith: in these three cases, all ' 
the three estates of the kingdom took 
upon them singly, to dispense with 
a law of the Great Charter, which 
no statute made by all three in coU" 
junction could in the slightest degree 
impeach or infringe. In the first 
case a very severe punishment was 
inflicted upon the first estate, by its 
two co^states^ for thus dispcnsinjB^ 
with that fundamental law the trial 
by jury ; and is not this very act a 
condemnation of themselves ? Shall 
they punish their co-estate for a 
crime, and then pretend that when 
the same thi|^is done by them- 
selves^ it h^d^b no crime at all ? 
In 1399 th^Hse of Lords and the 
house of Commons united to take 
away Richard's crown, for the crime 
of puBiJihing men without trial by 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



«7« 



An Inquiry into the English Constitution ifC. 



[o«#. 



jury, for libels: little did they ima- 
gine that their successors ivould in 
1799 and 1810 do the same thing, 
commit the very crime, they then 
punished with such severity upon 
their superior estate ! But if any man 
bad^ told them that their successors 
would not only be guilty of the of- 
fence they then visited so severely 
on the head of poor King Richard, 
but that they would even pretend 
^hey had .a right so to do, wguld 
make the very law itself instrumen- 
tal to Us own subversion, and Mag« 
na Charta the authority for dispen- 
sing with Magna Charta, what 
would these men have said, what 
disdain, what contempt would have 
arisen in their breasts, had it been 
possible for them to give credit to 
so monstrous, so unnatural a talc? 
I do not think it needful to say more 
on the means taken by our ances- 
tors to preserve inviolate th(» rights* 
intended to be secured to us for ever 



^by the Great Charter. We have 
seen that it consisted of confirmatory 
statutes of maledictions to take place 
in the next world, and punishments 
indicted in this ; on kings, their mir 
nisters, s^d judges; thus in Rich- 
ard's time several of hb counsellors 
were executed, and Trossillian his 
chief justice was banged. 

I have only now to add to this 
letter, already too long, that these 
are the reasons why I conceive the 
interpretation lately given by the 
committee of th« house of Commons, 
on ^ clause in Magna Charta, not 
to be a true one, but on the con- 
trary extremely anti-constitutional, 
and injurious to the rights of their 
constituents. 1 shall however in my 
next enter into some explanation of 
what 1 conceive to be the proper 
meaning of that clause. 
I remain, &c. 

TiMOTHT TnUiMAW. 

Devonshire, Oct, 10. 
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The Fritndljf Monitor: A Sermon 
preached at the Chapel in George 
Street, Hull, on the late Jubilee, 
[1809,] appointed to celebrate the 
50th. Anniversary of his present 
Mqjesty's accession to the British 
throne. By T. Finch.— Burdett. 
Our readers may probably think 
lis out of time in revfewing this dis- 
course. The truth is, we did not 
receive it till several months after 
its publication, nor till the com-r 
mencemcnt of the late session of 
parliament. It is scarcely necessary 
to add, that the pages of our Regi- 
ster have since, been so completely 
^llcd with the important events and 
topics 6f the day, th|U we have not 
been able to atteiid^J^^jrious publi- 
cations, we should ^■Erwisc have 
noticed. The Jubilee Sermon of Mr. 
Finch, pastor of the Baptist con- 
gregation at Hull, is however, too 
excellent in itself considered, and too 



much distinguished from the adula- 
tory effusions which have disgrac 
ed so many of our reverend di- 
vines, both in and out of the csta- 
blishn^ents, that we are somewhat 
anxious that it should not escape 
the attention of what is called the 
religious world. \Vc deem it our 
duty more particularly to notice the 
discourse, as we perceive the tools 
and partizans of the present mini- 
stry, the hireling writers in our pub- 
lic prints, arc endeavouring to stir 
Vp the people to repeat the act of 
folly committed last year, and, not- 
withstanding the increase of our debt 
and taxes, — our enormously ex- 
tended paper circulation, and the 
gloomy prospect before us, arc ex-* 
citing vs to the observance of ano- 
ther jubilee ; thus hoping to rccon-. 
cilc us to a system, which, if per** 
severed in, must end in D^Uiooal 
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The texty which may more prc>- 
pcrly be consideied as a moUa to 
this discurse is — Proverbs xxv, 5. 
Take awai^ the wicked from brfure 
the King, and his throne shall bt es* 
tablished in righteousness. The sub- 
ject and division of tlie discourse 
are introduced by the following just 
and animated remarks. 

** In the revolutions of nncient times^ 
we behold the ways of Providence won- 
derfully exemplified. The glory of Ba- 
bylon, the tyrant of the eastern worlds 
having arrived at its highest splendourj 
was speedily destroyed. The kingdom 
of Cyrus, having fluorished for a few 
i&ges, was &uddenly subdued by the 
Grecian conqueror. The empire of 
Greece^ having desola^d t]\e earth a 
short period, lost its glory and submit- 
ted to the Roman power. The sove- 
reigns of Rome, having brought the 
world to submissioo, ruled with un- 
controuled dominion^ suppoitfd the 
^owcrsof darkness, persecuted the saints 
of God, defied the ravages of time, and 
opposed the purposes uf heaven. 

** But the period is now appronehing 
for the final destruction of Antichrist 
and Rome. The aspect of the world, 
indeed, is terrible. Every thing valu- 
able to man seems involved in the |)re- 
sent convulsions of Europe. The theatre 
of the world itself is agitated, and every 
individual trembles foi* the final issue. 
The famihes that supported the papal 
tyranny have already experienced the 
singal vengeance of Cod. I)ethronement, 
desolation, and blood, are the equitable 
rewards of their oppression and cruelty. 
The basis of the Roman power has been 
destroyed ; the rulers of the inquisition 
have lost their influence ; the terrors of 
persecution have ceased to reign ; and 
the ilaincs of martyrdom are witnessed 
at Rome no more. 

** In beholding these revolving dis- 
pensations, the triend of Britain realizes 
(lie deepest ii/terest, and the most soli- 
citous concern, He remembers^ that 
Britain was once joined with the powers 
of Rome, and connected with the vota- 
ries of antichrist, in persecuting the 
saints. The blood of martyrs has been 
spilt on Britisli ground, ahd thousands 
of our forefathers were the wretched vic- 
tims of spiritual tyranny, unjust irapii* 
lonment, unrelenting tortures, or pupibh 
jg»aa§acr^» In contemplating the pustj 



the present, and the futtire, we feel the 
mingled, emotions tf gratitude, laraentar 
tion, hope, and fear. — Our- pnvHege$ 
demand thankfulness. Our calamitie$^ 
excite grief. Our dangers call for prayr 
er. The oracles of God require us ta 
cherish these reflections oa the present 
jubilee.'' 

Under tho first head the preacher 
present us with such a view of onr 
privileges, as Britons, as naturally 
tends to excite our gratitude to the 
author of our mercies, who has so 
distinguished us from the nations oa 
the continent. He then proceeds^ 
under the second head, to consider 
those " national calamities," calcu- 
lated " to excite emotions of pairiotici 
** grief." Here tho pieachtr more- 
particularly distinguibhcs himself 
from the herd of pulpit adulators, 
who, by their deceitful flattcrie? ^ 
have added to our national sins, and 
presents us with the following re* 
flections, as just as they arc awful. 

f* Pleasing as the picture of our en^ 
joyments may appear, we cannot help 
observing many gloomy shades, and 
painful prospects, blended with our chief 
felicities. Circumstances of distress and 
sorrow are mingled with, our greatest 
comforts, and the streams of trouble and 
adversity have embittered our higtiest 
pleasures. The prolongation of tlic for 
reign war^ the nmltipUed difficulties of 
the people^ and the prevalence (fimpiet 
ty and vice, cannot fail to raise io the 
mind of a good man emotions of commi* 
semtion and regret. 

" The preservation of peace is the 
nation's glory, but the commencement 
of war is the downfall of its happiness* 
The laws of self-protection, indeed, will 
justify a nation, lu defending its native 
rights, and resisting the lawless eflbrt« 
aod unjust attacks of its adversaries. 
But offensive war, too frequently, dis* 
cards the ties of social order, and violates 
the principles of justice, mercy, faith, 
and love* Were the rulers of the world 
to lay aside the iaiyless claims o4 ambi- 
tious power, andttbserve the pnncipletf 
of perfect equ^^Ke calamities of war 
would be unknoIRl^ ^^^ universal peacf 
established. 

" But the pride of man disdains traiv- 
quillity, and leads to unjust aggression^ 
coercive regulation, discontent and war« 
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flpjirMsitre tjnxmy forcM the lojttred to 
seek redrvM. The protfd oppressor will 
not conriescnd to gTAiit tbe demand* of 
tNfuity^ but d«elarei tbtt soppliami «fle» 
«iies and tftbels. All attempts to rccoaciit 
tke fierce and innocent are fruitless, sod 
vnt becoases iDevitabte, Uostillties ootti" 
xoence, and all the train of indescribable 
calaroitica fblloir them. Bat if tbt cause 
Iba crieoinal and tbe means unjosi, wba 
caa Tiodicate tbe couiaqueaces or justi* 
ty tbe issue } 

*' If these are principtes of right, every 
IHend of Britain roust lament the long 
continuance of offensive war. More 
• lAcn thirty eu# qf fifty ytAr% kitve beti^ 
employed im foreign daoiations/ Mi- 
series that we have never seen bavebeea 
commenced, or else continued in di»> 
tanc lands, by British forces or British 
treasures. — "So sooner had the nation 
began to anticipate the pleasing conse- 
fences of a peaceful reign, than aspi- 
ring and wicked ministers l^lasted all 
Ifaeir prospects, by inscitaung lawa to 
suppress toe rising glory of the western 
world. 0|^r brethren could not yield to 
jHich encroachments, nof sacrifice their 
freedom even at a parent*s call. Com- 
plaint was deeOied rebellion, and the 
ravages of war were made to pass the 
ocean. The tie? of friendship were cut 
asunder. Thousands were slaughtered 
by their brethren. The colonies were 
#ppe rated from their native land, and 
fbe British crown deprived of its bright- 
est jewel. 

'* No sooner had our beloved country 
enierged from its greatest difficulties, 
and l^an to wituess tbe approach of 
brighter days, than tbe iaoaes of war 
burst forth with increasing fury. The 
#vowed design of the present war was 
^jusC and necessary,^ but tfU object 
0nd the principle which faithful hit* 
$wtf must teeord are neither good nor 
suitable/ Conscience has never borne 
her testimony to tbe innocence and rec- 
tftode of our proceedings; but, from 
the commencement to the present time, 
bas frequently pronounced the irrevoca- 
ble sentence of condemnation. 

" Freedom having awoke in the heart 
of Eurape, shook tbe tyrannies of an- 
f i^nt despotism, and Mde the pilhirs 
•lemble which sup|Mletl the papal 
fbfone. In a crisis so unspeakably mo- 
mentous, Britian could not weH remain 
ft calm spectator. But for what end 
couki she interfere ? Was it right to 
vindicate the pgwera of darkness, and 



keep tbe injiired natiobt in a stat« of 
slavery? No; sueh conduct must du^ 
moe the sacred free-born character of 
Britain. It should have been her highe»i 
glory to draw the iron teeth frdm Ett* 
rope's cruel raonstcts, fescue tbe groan*^ 
fng nations from the grievous yoke o£ 
bondage, model their ancient govero- 
menu on the princi^es of liberty, re- 
concile the peqple's rigbu with those /^ 
tbe ruling powers^ and thus establish 
the peace of Europe on a permanent 
fbondation. Tlie blood of thousands of 
the martyrs shed in Britain, like tbt 
blood of Abel, called for vengeance ott 
their murderers. The sonls of multi- 
tudes benrtth the altar ai^ed tbe naiio« 
to revenge their death, and trample on 
tbe tyranny of antichrist and Rome. 

« But, regardUi cf liberty mtd ju$^ 
fice, legiont of British troops have pro 
fanely joined the $timdtird of papal 
power, and fought in defence iSf trror^ 
blasphemy^ perteeution^ tyranny^ amd 
death. The Ood of heaven and earth, 
hasfrpttned on our CMtrtiont, and ren* 
dered them ntbvenive of th^ am^ 
design* ! 

" Every effort we have made has only 
lerved to elevate the glory and multiply 
the conquests of our most embittered 
adversary. While peace would have 
confined him within tbe limits of his na- 
tive territory, war has gratified his insati- 
able ambition, and dazaled him with 
the splendour ef universal power. J^eery 
netc coalition has defeated iti awn pur- 
poseSf and etery fresh campaign has la- 
mentably extended the boundaries of hi$ 
empire f We have, therefore, lost oo# 
aMies, our influence, our glory. The 
smoaking ruins of inoffending citie^ 
the variwJ desolations of want and fi>- 
mine, the dying groans of slaughtered 
millions, and tl^ weeping cries of Cert 
thousand families, not only reproacboat 
enemies, but h>ok to Britain with si 
frowning aspect, and becKmd tbe boriaoA 
of our peaceful land. 

" But this long protracted and ever t# 
be lamented war, has involved tbe no* 
tion in the greatest difficulties, andmuU 
tiplied Its domestic sorrows. A few in. 
dividuals have, indeed, enriched then^ 
selves with tbe benefits of office, an<f 
feasted on the spoils of their injured 
country. But the greatest numbers o# 
the people have felt their comforts daihr 
diminishing, and have groaned beneati^ 
the pressure of a burden which is noi^ 
become almost intolerable. TatsctftiM' 
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1ms in" exceeded the bounds of lafirty, 
M»d tboie domestic privileges which were 
onoe held sAcred are now exposed to 
the eye of inquisitive collectors. The 
ftuccoors of the natioD have man^r of 
them failed. Many species of trade and 
commerce, which once administered 
tappert to thousand:}, have now Ian* 
guished and died. Families that onec 
•njoyed the svi'eets of a69uenoe have 
realized a moumfal change. The inter- 
ruption of their cooceros has robbed 
them of their happiness, and reduced 
them from the plentitude of opulence to 
the wretchedness of poverty and want.'' 

Under the third bead, the preacher 
considers the duties incumbeot on us 
in our present situation, ** Penitence, 
*• reformation, and prayer." To ex- 
cite ua to the performance of these 
dutic$, he addresses his bearers as 
follows : — 

** It is indeed a delightful thought that 
the principles of the British consttto- 
tion are placed on a solid basis, and 
have long survived the ruin of many de« 
ffiotic powers. While governments that 
once ranked high in the scaie of influ* 
ence, have lost their glory and been 
blotted out of the list of nations, we 
have preserved our name and our inde- 
pendence. The noble fabric of our an- 
cienrtrightsand liberties has stood on- 
s^ken, amidst all the storms and tem- 
pests which have threatened its destroo- 
tion. 

f* Yet, ahis ! the secret worm of cor- 
raption has begun to stab its vitals, and 
enfeebled its native strength. Our guides 
pay no regard to principle, are governed 
only by the lust of power, and delight 
to revH m their country's miseries. Im- 
becility marks their councils, follv guides 
their measures, raslmess attenas every 
enterprise, eamage, misery, and death 
bear their train. ^The dearest blessings 
of the nation are thrown away, and nil 
its joys exposed to impending ruin. On 
the ocean of storms and tem|iests, we 
tremble for the safety of British privi- 
leges, and expect, with painful appre- 
hension, the hoar is near at hand, when 
all our remaining comforts wttt be com- 
pletely sliipwredied. 

** Reform alone, with all its attendant 
benefits, can secure universal sacis^c- 
tion and lasting peace. If this much to 
be desired object bn withheld, discon- 
tent wiil fotlow ; if persecntton and ty- 
ranny be W^ loose, discord and revokK 



tion will be the eertain eonsec|Ufn€n> A 
generous and enlightened nation will 
neyer tamely suffer a few ambitious men 
to rub the people of their rights, and the 
sovereign of his glory.'' 

The discourse concludes with M 
solemn appeal to our countrymen, 
well suited to their present situa- 
tion. The whole, accompanied 
with suitable notes, merits the seri" 
ous attention of the public; and we 
sincerely hope, will be had in re- 
membrance, when the great ma- 
jority of our Jubilee Sermons nre^ 
happily for their authors, buried ia 
oUiviun* 

The ConsequeiUfM nf Unfrni Wur: 
A Drscovrse delhered at Newbufy^- 
Feb. 9S, ISlOy being the day ap- 
pointed for a General Fa^ ; to 
xpikh Authmti£$ are appended m 
€OfifirmaiioH ^ Me Facts a$Hrted^ 
BpJ.Bicheno,U.A.J^fkn$oi$ ^ C^ 
The Author of this Discourse 
is so wdl known and respected 
on account of his various impor- 
tant and useful writings, that it 
will be a sufficient pccommcndntioiir 
i>f it, gcBertUy to remark, that it 
appears lo be of equal importance 
with any of his former publication?^ 
and that the preacher again proves 
his right to those honourable appel- 
latiuns, sosoldom, alas! merited by 
our modern Fasit-day divines — A 
sound Politician— A Constitutionai, 
Patriot, and a fenthful preacheir. 
The Text to this dtscource is — • 
f Chrok, xix, t. Shouldest thou 
help the ungodly t and love them that 
hate the Lord? Therefore u toratk 
ifpon th€4 from tU t^ri: which 
words the preacher, after explaining 
them in their connection with the 
context, appKes to the conduct 
of our rulers during the late and 
present war, and considers them as 
properly ** accomodated to the re- 
*' proof, and inmucfionT of the Bri« 
tish nation. Under the first head, the 
prmeiplet of the wars arc cafeA^Uy 
examined, and it must be confessed 
that abundant matter for teproof 
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natUTiilly presented itself. After some 
observations on the corrupt and vi- 
tiated state of the governments on 
the continent in church and stdfe^ 
the author proceeds to the conside- 
ration of the French Revolution, on 
tvhich grand event he nsakes the fol- 
lowing just and discriminating re- 
marks. 

*' However great or mfloy the errors 
and enrots of the actors in the French 
Revolution, yet it must be acknow- 
ledgedf by all impartial persons, that 
by the constituent assembly, the great 
prihciples of lit>erty were sanctioned, 
and the rights of conscience proclaimed, 
to the nation. And we are to remem- 
ber, that the enormous crimes which 
have disgraced that revolution, and 
brought liberty itself into disrepute, were 
not perpetrated in its 6rst stages ; but 
were the consequence of those attempts 
which were made by German despots to 
reduce the nation again to slavery, and 
to compel the people to resume the 
chains they had broken. Till this, so 
great a revolution was sever effected 
with so little bloodshed. 

** And what wonder that the conti- 
nental oppressors should take alarm f 
Had the French legislators gone to Vi- 
enna or Berlin, to draw from their ar- 
chives those secrets of government by 
which . the multitude may be degraded 
to beasts of burden, and subject^ only 
to fa^vn and labour, no fault would 
have been found ; but when they came 
to this favoured land of liberty, to learn 
from the immortal Locke those grand 
principles of the social compact, on 
which their new constitution might be 
founded ; when they laid in its founda- 
tions such principles as these — ' All mea 
shall be considered as (equal in the eye 
of the law — ^No person shall be molested 
foi his opinions, even such as are reli- 
giouii, provided that the manifestation 
of those opinions does not disturb che 
public order established by the law-«- 
Society has a right to demand from 
every public agent an account of his ad- 
ministration*/ — When the foundations of 
their new constitution. I soy, were com- 
posed of such materabas these, it was 
not to be endured l^&erman despots. 
They were alive to the danger of such 
an example ; and flew to arms to stran- 
gle the liberty of France in its* birth. 
But for this ioterposition, Louis XV L 



raight have still livedo the first constitit- 
tion of France might have still existed, 
improved and improving; and had not 
the French been maddened to despair 
by plots and opposition ; had they not 
been taught the greatness of their strength 
by being obliged to exert it, and the 
weakness of their enemies by success, 
their monarchy might have been still 
confined within its former limits. — Th^ 
nations were angry, and thy wrath is 
come/ 

'* Thii favoured isle, also, needlessif 
partook of the alarm. At first, indeeff, 
the French revolution excited the adroi- 
ration of a great majority of the people 
of this land of liberty; but, deceived 
by the uiisrepresentatious.of prejudiced 
and desigmng men, we turned to abhor 
what we had admired, and to mock at 
what soon proved itself to be, not an 
object of derision, but of dread. In- 
stead of sympathizing with the distresses 
of a gallant people, and reprobating the 
oppressions which justified their revolt* 
we joined with the oppressors of man- 
kind to compel them to resume tbeir 
chains. No offers of reparation for real 
or supposed offences, committed in the 
paroxysm of national zeal, infuriated by 
the plots and machinations of the ene- 
mies of the liberty they were stnigglin|^ 
to secure; no protestatious which the 
Frenctrgevemment could make of tbe 
sincerity of tbeir wishes to maintaia 
peace, and enter into uniou with tbit 
coimtry, as the only country of freemen 
— as they theaiselves expressed it — wor- 
thy of the alliance of a natioa whick 
bad broken its chains, miid aspired to 
liberty; no ofiers or protestations^ tbougli 
guaranteed bv their dangers and inte- 
rest, could divert this country firoro the 
fihtal determination of joining in the cru- 
sade to restore the »>urbons, and de- 
fend what we called religbn. 

'' Thus did we make an enemy of tlie 
only nation in the world chat we had to 
fear, and which was among the first 
whose friendship we ought to have cuU 
tivated. Thus, all our principles, as 
freemen and protestaots, and all the 
motives of interest ^nd humanity, were 
sacrifieed to folly and delusion ; and the 
very existence of the country put to 
hazard in a cause as hopeless as it was 
unwortbv. As to the providence of 
God, effecting the divine purposes — ex- 
traordinary as every thing connected 
with the French revolution was— -ifi 
seemed scarcely to be thought oL 
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*• And what has been the consequence? 
—Look at Europe, and compare it with 
what it was ! — Calculate, if you are 
able, the immense sums that have been 
wrung from the people of different na- 
tions, to pay the cost of destruction \ — 
Number the lives which have been sa- 
crifioed in the hopeless strugj^le— and 
contemplate, if you can bear the siclrt, 
the crimes and miseries which have in- 
undated Europe for the last seventeen 
years I'' 

From the pointed reproof in the 
text the preacher presses on the con- 
sideration of his hearers and readers, 
the following, among many other, 
awful reflections. 

" Never was the hand of God more 
evidently displayed, than in the sur- 
prisint; occurrences which have so ra- 
pidly succeeded each other in the course 
of the last twenty years. Never was 
the righteous providence of God more 
conspicuous, than in making the French 
nation the scourge of apostate Christen- 
dom. And, alas, having needlessly rush- 
ed into danger^ by going to the help (f 
the ungodly, we share m the wrath. If 
events have not convinced us that the 
providence of God is against us, then 
nothing can. Would you war yet seven-- 
teen years more to ascertain the fact ? — 
' O my sou], come not thou into their 
secret ; unto their assembly, mine ho- 
nour, be not thou united I' 

•* Yea, for seventeen years — with Httle 
interruption — the conflict has already 
continued I All our allies are fal- 
len. Every expectation has been dis- 
appointed. By every effort which we 
have made, we have contributed to the 
a^randizement of the enemy, and hast- 
ened the ruin of those we attempted to 
help. Calamity or dishonour has been 
the only fruit of all our measures. Eve- 
ry new exertipo has only served to place 
ps at a greater distance from every ob- 
ject of the Wirt". Every accessible coun- 
try of our allies has been ravaged. 
Every aovemm^nt has been destroyed, 
or suffered irreparable damage; and 
the whole of Europe has undergone the 
most surprising changes. The beast is 
nearly slain. — No matter by what means, 
or by whose instrumentality. Who shall 
»ay, What hast thou donef Shall he 
that contendeth with the Almighty in-' 
struct him? He that reproveth God, 
let kim answer it. — ^Tbe spiritual mo- 
narchy that hiis worn out the saints sf 
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the most High, is broken to pieces, and 
given to the wind. Rome no more in- 
sults the nations ; the bloody inquisition 
is annihilated ; conscience is set free in 
all those countries where it had been 
most enslaved; and the acto dajh can 
be no more acted. Thus, Providence 
is preparing the way ibr the spread of 
the gospel, and the diffusion of that light 
which It was the labour of the old go- 
vernment to expel.-^And after all thij^ 
are we still unconvinced, or witliout 
suspicion, that we have been fighting 
against the providence of God ) Must 
you see greater calanuties than you hav« 
seen, and still more striking accomplish- 
inents of God's word, befdre you be- 
lieve ? Then, neither would you believt, 
though one rose from the dead** 

** Let me intreat you to turn vour at* 
tention to those intimations of Divine 
displeasure, and to those signs of hast- 
ening calamities, which exist in the very 
bowels of the empire, and atfect its 
roost vital parts. — ^To say nothing of 
the moral and political state of our fo- 
reign possessions, on which we so much 
depend for that commerce, by which 
our labourers are fed, and our taxes 
paid ; but where, as the reward of our 
doings, the aspect of things portends no 
common evils, — let ns look nearer home. 
Reflect on the vast accumulation of our 
national debt; the immensity of our an- 
nual expenditure — 85,000,0001. and the 
consequent burdens und.er which the 
nation groans. — Reflect, that great as 
the danger to be expected from this 
quarter is, yet that it bears no propor- 
tion to that, with which the general 
contempt of all^ public virtue, and the 
universal spread of corruption, threatens 
us. — Reflect on the pertinacity with 
which the great adhere to the abuses of 
which the public complain, and compare 
it with the growing dissatisfaction which 
spreads through the country, on this ac- 
count, and the contempt it excites ngainst 
those whom we wibh to honour. — Reflect 
on the obstinate resistance which is 
made to all that reform, which might 
preserve our constitution from degene- 
rating into tyranny, and restore it to 
be in practice what it is in theory ; and 
thus prevent- that indifference to the 
public welfare, in the mass of the peo- 
ple, which is more to be dreaded than 
all the lemons of the enemy. — Reflect 
on the infatuation and imbecility which 
teem to direct our pnbliC' affairs, lind 
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on the narrow policy nnd ill-timed bi- 
gotry, which insults and divides, when 
the coramon danger so imperiously de- 
mands measures of conciliation and 
union. Are liberal measures proposed 
for uniting the energies of men, of nil 
religious opinions, and for extinguishing 
in the common flood of patriotism, that 
spirit of discord which divides and weak- 
ens? The cry of THE ciitJRCH is in 
DANGER, is immediately set up ; which, 
bearing down all before it, opens a wide 
breach for the entrance of the enemy, 
and paralyzes half the arms which should 
be invigorated lo defend us. In the 
nineteenth century, the statesmen of 
enlightened Britain, to whom is com- 
mitted the debtiny of a great empire — 
destitute of all those comprehensive 
views and liberal sentiments suited to 
the advanced state of knowledge ; and, 
as if incapable of perceiving the peculi- 
arity of the times we live in, and of dis- 
criminating in their judgment, the true 
sources of our danger — are alarmed at 
the phantoms of superstition, and con- 
tend for schemes of government, worthy 
only of the blighted mind of a parish 
priest of three hundred years ago. 

** Turning from these spectacles of 
alarm, reflect on the general insensibili- 
ty of the people, both to their danger, 
and to their public duties; on the dissi- 
pation and universal corruption of man- 
ners ; on the great forgetfulness of God, 
and neglect of religious duties ; and say, 
are there no signs of hastening ruin ? 
are there no reasons to fear that the 
wrath of God is upon na, and that he 
hath turned our Tcise mm backuard, and 
made their knowledge f'tn)lishness ?" 

The preacher, afttr endeavouring^, 
in language the most aftectmg and 
en( rgetic, to awaken his countryiPen 
to a sense of their dangers and their 
duties, concludes his discourse as 
fullows : — 

" ' lint my voice* [you uill say] * is 
too fieblo^to he hfard ; my eli'iiris can 
be hot of little use in so cft'"t a work us 
tbe balvaiiun of an empire/ True, if 



there were no voice but yours, it would 
be better to fly from danger than oppoie 
it. But, let all the thousands who com- 
plain and murmur in solitude, discharge 
the duty which the constitution directs, 
and their voice will be powerful as the 
voice of many wot en, and as the voice of 
mighty thunderingSf to appal corruption, 
and awaken the nation from its f^tal 
slumber. But does each, fiom motives 
of indolence, or of interest, or of fear, 
draw back from his duty ? Of what prue- 
tical worth, then, are the rights we have 
received from our ancestors? lf,absorbed 
in self, and dead to all public spirit, we 
fold our arms and stand silent, when 
the safety or the liberty of our country 
calls for our help, whom shall we hare 
to accuse when the awful moment ar- 
rives, and calamities burst upon us as a 
floml ? And whom will our children, 
and children's childien, have to accuse, 
if, regardless of our duty, and msensible 
to the value and use of our rights, we 
silently contemplate the approaching 
ruin, without an attempt to repel its pro- 
gress 

" With the meekness of Christians, 
then, and the energy of men, penetrated 
with a just sense of the imminence of 
our dmiger, and of the value of what we 
have at stake ; as wishing to prevent the 
increase of those evils which lead to re- 
volt, and all its crimes and miseries, let 
us, in the spirit of peace, set ourselves 
faithfully to discharge the duties which 
we owe to our country ; let us repeul, 
and turn to God wiih our whole heart, 
and who can tell, bat that, dark as our 
political hemisphere is, the impending 
wrath may be. averted, and prosperiiy 
be yet the portion of our country." 

To the discourse is added several 
important notes, %\hich afford such 
complete demonstration of the folly, 
injustice, ond wickedness of both 
the late and the present war against 
France, as must surely carry con- 
viction to every hontst, impartial 
miud. 
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Dawning'Street, Oct. 6, 1810, 
ji dispatch, of which the following is a 
Copy, nas received, on the 4th in$t0 
at the Earl of LiverpooVs Office, ad- 
dressed to his Ijordship by Lieut, -Gen, 
Vi&count Wellington, K, B. dated 
Gouvea, Sept. 5, 1810. 

Gou^a, Sept. 5, 1810. 
My Lord, — I inclose a letter from 
Colonel Cfjx, late goverpor of Almeida, 
to Marshal Beresford, containing a copy 
of the Capitulation of Almeida, and an 
account of the circumstances which 
occasioned the early surrender of that 
pLice. 

It was imjlossihle to expect that Col. 
Cox should continue the defence of the 
place after the unfortunate occurrence 
which he mentions ; and 1 am happy to 
add, that nil the accounts which '1 have 
received from officers and soldiers of the 
militia, who have come into the interior 
under the capitulation, concur in ap- 
plauding the conduct of the governor 
throughout the siege, and in the unfor- 
tunate situation in which he was placed 
towaroN it:t ct^se. It is certain that till 
the e%r>lobiort of the magazine of the 
place, the gnrrison had sustained but 
little loss, and were in the highest spi- 
rits, and, encouraged by the example 
of the* gowroor, and the confidence they 
had in him, were determined to hold 
out tiil the last moment. 

I have the honour to- inclose the copy 
of a letter, which I received from Mar- 
shal Beresford, in which he mclosed the 
letter from Col. Cox ; to which I have 
to odci, that the two oflicers mentioned 
in that letter, the Tenente del Key, and 
the major of the artillery, have entered 
the service of France, and that the lat- 
ter has been promoted to tlie rank of 
Colonel. — I am also informed, that whe-n 
sent out by the governor into the ene- 
my's lines to negotiate the capitulation, 
and after he tiad informed the enemy of 
the unfortunate situation of the garrison ; 
he did not return to the place when Ir's- 
tiiities recommenced, but continued in 
the enemy's lines. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Wellington. 

{Here follow the letters of Marshal 
Bercfrford and Col. Cox. They mereiy 



relate to the fall of Almeida^ which is 
solely attributed to the blowing up of 
the great mai^azine. — Marshal Beres- 
ford says, " The major of artillery, it 
appears, had acted well during the sit-gc, 
but after the explosion appears to have 
added treachery to cowardice, and,' to 
gain favour with the enemy, communi- 
cated to him the real state of the garri- 
son, and that it had no ammunition 
whatever left, which caused Marshal 
Massena to refuse the terms demanded 
by the governor." — And Col. Cox re- 
marks, that he used every effort in his 
power to obtain more favourable terms, 
out could not. He adds, in conclusion : 
— '^ 1 hope my conduct on this trying 
occasion will meet your excellency's ap- 
probation, and that I shall remain jus- 
tified by the circumstances in the eyes 
of my country. The Prince of Essling 
has been good enough ^o allow me to 
return to England on ray parole, ac- 
companied by Major Hewitt and Capt. 
Foley, of the 24th regiment, and we 
are now on our way to Franco, to em- 
bark from thence for a British port.''] 

The Ga/A'tte of the 12th. contains a 
letter from Capt. Neale, of the Caledo- 
nia, dated Basque Hoards, September 
28, giving an account of a well-conduc- 
ted, gallaut, and successful attuck,made 
by a party of seamen and marines, under 
tlie^)rders of Lieut. Hamilton and Cnpt. 
Sherman, in the boats of the Caledonia, 
Valiant, and Armide, upon three laden 
brgs of the enemy, under the batteries 
of Point du Ciie, near Hocijclle, two of 
which they captured, and burnt the 
third. — The enemy had strengthened the 
position with field- pieces, and a strong 
detachment of foot and horse, and a 
coup de main was therefore deemed ne- 
cessary. On the ni;;ht of Sept. 27, the 
marines were landed, and an incil'cctual 
fire was immediately opened upon them. 
** lieut. Little, of the marines,'^ says 
Captain Neale, " pualitd forward with 
the bayonet to the assault, supportcti by 
Capt. JVPLnuchiiirs^ division, with Lieut. 
Colter, boili of the royal niariius of the* 
Valiant, and Liout. Gouche oi' thi^ siiip, 
with a separate detachmeot, unci suc- 
ceeded in carrying the biitU'ry a>^d 
spiking a!l the guna. Lieul. LiUle, io a 
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personal contention with pne of the ene- 
my, when in the act of wresting his 
inusket from him, received the contents 
in his band, which was so much shatter- 
ed in consequence as to render amputa- 
tion necessary. Captain Sherraan at the 
same time took post with his division 
upon the main road by the ses side, with 
his front to the village, and an eighteen- 
pound carronade on his right in one of 
the launches. In a few minutes a con- 
siderable body of men advanced from 
the village, and were instantly checked 
in their approach by a warm fire from 
the marines and the boat ; at this period 
the enemy had succeeded, under cover 
of the night, in bringing a field-piece to 
flank the line, which the picquet imme- 
diately charged with the bayoaet, and 
took from Bim, putting the men to 
flight. The object of this service being 
now executed by the capture of the two 
brigs, and the destruction of the other 
by fire, the marines were immediately 
reim barked in the most perfect order, 
witiiout tbe loss of a single man, and 
only one other person, a private belong- 
ing to the Valiant, wounded.'* 

The enemy had 14 men killed in de- 
fence of the battefy upon Point du Che. 

After praising the conduct of the offi- 
cers and men employed, Captain Neale 
concludes : — " I must beg in particular 
to call your attention to the conduct of 
Lieutenant Little, who was most mate- 
jially engaged upon this occasion, and 
whose loss of his right hand will be se- 
verely felt, in the hope that the lords 
commissioners of the admiralty will take 
into consideration the injury he has sus- 
tained," — 1 have the honour to be,&c. 

H. Neale. 



GAZETTE EXTRAOKDINARY- 

DoTcning-street, Oct. 14. 

A diipaich, of which the follomng « a 

copy, teas received thU day at the 

Earl of LiverpooPs Office^ addressed 

to his )A)rdshipy from Lieut. 'General 

Lord Viscount Wellington, K. B. do- 

ted Coimbra, Sept. 30, 1810. 

My Lord— While the enenw was ad- 

vancins: from Celerico and rrancosso 

upon Vizeu, the different divisions of 

militia and ordonanza were employed 

upon fheir flanks and rear; and C<ilonel 

Trant, with his division, attacked the 

escort of the military chest and reserve 

artillery, near Tojal, on the 20ih mst.-- 

He took two ofticers and one hundred 



prisoners; hut the enemy collected a 
force from the front and rear, which 
obliged him to retire again towards the 
Douro. I understand that the enemy % 
communication with Almeida is com- 
pletely cut off; and he possesses onlj 
the ground on which his nrroy stands. 

My dispatches of the «Oth instant will 
have informed you of the measure* 
which I had adopted, and which were 
in progress to collect the army m this 
neighbourhood, and if possible to pre- 
vent the enemy from obtaining posses- 
sion of this town. On the 2 1st the ene- 
my's advanced guard pushed on to St. 
Cambadao, at t^^e junction of the nvers 
Crii and Dao; and Brigadier-Gener^ 
Pack retired across the former, and 
joined Brigadier-General Crawfurd at 
JVIortagoa, having destroyed the bridges 
over those two rivers. The enemy's ad- 
vanced gnard crossed the Criz, havme 
repaired the bridge, on the 33d, and 
the whole of the 6th corps was coUected 
00 the other side of the river; and! 
therefore withdrew the cavalry through 
the Sierra deBusaco: with the extep- 
tion of three squadrons, as the ground 
was unfavourable for the operations of 
that arm. On the 25ih the whole of 
the 6th and of the 2d corps crossed the 
Criz, in the neighbourhood of St Cam- 
bada; and Brigadier-GeneoilCrawfuid s 
division and Brigadier-General P«ck* 
brigade retired to the position which X 
had fixed upon for the army on the top 
of Sierra de Busaco. These troops were 
followed in this movement by the whole 
of the corps of Ney and Regnier (the 
6ib and 2d,) but it was conducted by 
Brigadier GenerafcCrawfurd with great 
regularity, nnd the troops took their 
position without sustaining any loss of 
importance. The 4th Portuguese Cas- 
sadores which had retired on the right 
of the other troops, and the picquets %£ 
the 3d division of infantry, which were 
posted at St. Antonio de Cantere, un- 
der Major Smith of the 45th, were en- 
gaged with the advance of Regnier's 
corps in the afternoon, and the former 
shewed that steadiness and gallantry 
which others of the Portuguese troops 
have since manifested. 

The Sierra de Busaco is a high ndge 
which eitcnds from the Mondego in a 
northeriy direction about eight miles. 
At the highest point of the ridge, about 
two miles from its tennination, is the 
convent and garden of Busaco. The 
Sierra of Busaoa ift connected by % 
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roountainous tract of country with the 
Sierra de Caramula, which extends in 
n north-easterly direction beyond Vizeu, 
and separates the valley of the Mondego 
from the valley of the Douro, on the 
left of the Mondego. Nearly in a line 
with the Sierra de Busaco is another 
ridge of the same description, which is 
called the Sierra de Murcella, covered 
by the river Alva, and connected by 
other mountainous tracts with the Siersa 
d'Estrella. AU the the roads to Coim- 
bra from die eastward lead over one or 
the other of these Sierras. They are 
very difficult for the passage of an army, 
the approach to the toj^ of the ridge on 
both sides being mountainous. As the 
enemy's whole army was on the ridge 
of the Mondego, and as it was evident 
that be intended to force our position, 
Xieut.-General Hill crossed that river, 
by a short movement to his left, on the 
TOOining of the 26th, leaving Colonel le 
Cor with his brigade on the Sierra de 
Marcclla, to cover the rij;ht of the ar- 
my ; and Major-General Fane with his 
division of Portuguese cavalry, and the 
13ih light dragoons in front of the Alva^ 
to observe ana check the movements of 
the enemy's cavalry on the Moudego. 
With this exception, the wliole army 
was collected upon the Sierra de Busaco 
with the British cavalry observing the 
plain in the rear of its left, and the 
road leading from Mortagoa to Oporto, 
through the mountainous tract which 
connects the Sierra de Busaco with the 
-Sierra de Caramula. 

The 8ih corps joined the fneray in 
our front on the 26ih, hut he did not 
make any serious attipk on that day. 
The li^bt troops on both sides were 
engagcfo throughout the line. At six 
in the morning of the 27th, the enemy 
made two desperate attacks upon ^ur 
position, the one on the right, the other 
on the left of the highest point of the 
Sierra. The attack upon the right was 
made by two divisions of the '^d. corps, 
on that part of the Sierra occupied 
by the 3d division of infantry. One 
division of French infantry arrived at 
the top of the ridge, when it was at- 
tacked in the most i;ailant manner by 
the G3lh reguneut, under the command 
of the lion. Lieut.-Coloncl Wallace; 
and the 45th regiment, under the com- 
mand of theUon.Lieut.-Colonel Meade, 
and by the 8th Portuguese regiment, 
under the command of Lieui.-Colonel 
I)&Uj(jia8> directed by Major-Gen. ^'icton. 



—These three corps advanced with the 
bayonet, and drove the enemy's divisioa 
from the advantageous ground which 
they had obtained. The other division 
of the 2d corps attacked further on 
the right, by the road leading by St. 
Antonio de Cantaro, also in front o^ 
Major-General Picton's division. Thi# 
division was repulsed before it could 
reach the top of the ridge, by the 74tii 
regiment under the command of tlie 
Hon. Lieut.-Colonel French, and the 
brigade of Portuguese infantry, under 
the command of Colonel Champelmonc^ 
directed by Colonel Mackinnon; Major<» 
General Leith also moved to his left, to 
the support of Maior-General Picton, 
and aided in the defeat of the enemy on 
this post^ by the 3d battalion royals, 
the 1st battalion^ and the 2d battalion 
SCth regiment. 

In these attacks, Major-Generals Leith 
and Picton, Colonels Mackinnon and 
Champelmond, of the Portuguese ser- 
vice, who was wounded, Lieut.-C()lonel 
Wallace, the lion. Lieut.-Col. Meade,. 
Lieut.-Col. Sutton, of the 9lh Portuguese 
regiment. Major Smith, of the 45rh re* 

fiment, who was unfortunately killed,, 
.ieut.-Col, Douglas, and Major Bir-, 
miogham, of the 8th Portuguese regi« 
ment, distinguished tlieinselves. — Major- 
General Picton reports of the 9th and 
2 1st Portuguese regiments, commanded 
by Lieut.-Col. Sutton, and by Licut.- 
Col. de Arouje Bacellar, and of the 
Portuguese artillery, commanded by, 
Lieut.-Col. Arentchild. I have also to 
mention in a particular manner the con- 
duct of Captain Dansey of the 83tU, 
regiment. ^ 

Major-General Leith reports the good 
conduct of the royals, Ibt battalion 9th, 
and ^nd battalion 38th regiment ; and 
I beg to assure your lordship that ( 
never witnessed a more gallant attacl; 
than that made by the 38th, 45th, toid 
3th Portuguese regiment, on the enemy*$ 
division wiiich had reached the ridge of 
the Sierra. 

On the left, the enemy attacked with 
three divisions of infantry of the 6iti 
corps that part of the Sierra occupied 
by ilie- left division, commanded by Bri- 
gadier-General Crawford, and by tlie 
brigade of Portuguese infantry, com-' 
mandcd by Brigadier-Gen. Pack. One. 
division of infantry only made any pro- 
gress towards the top of the hill, and 
they were innnediately charged with the 
bayonet by Brigadier-Gen. Crawfurd 
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with the 48th, 52d, and 95th regiments, 
auJ the 3d Portuguese casadures, and 
drifcn down with irana«nse loss. — Brig.- 
Oen. Cleman's brigade of Portuguese 
iofuntry, which was in reserve, was 
iDoved up to support the right of Brig- 
Gen. Crawfurd's division, and a batta- 
lion of the 19th Portuguese regiment, 
UDdcr the command of Lieut.-Colontl 
Macbejin, made a gallant and successful 
charge upon a bod v of another division 
of the enemy, which was endeavouring 
to penetrate in that quarter. — In this 
attack Sri*;adier-Gen. Crawfurd, Lieut.- 
Cols. B:-ctwith of the 95th, and Barclay 
of the 52d, and the commanding otTi- 
cers of the regiments engaged distin- 
guj«ih(d themselves. 

Besides these attacks, the light troops 
of the two armies' were engaged througii- 
oul the 27th, and the 4th Portuguese 
casadures, and the 1st and 16ih regi- 
ments, directed by Bngadicr.-General 
Pack, and commanded by Lieut.-Col. 
de Rego Bonito, Lieut.-Col. Hill, Und 
Major Armstrong, shewed great steadi- 
ness and gallantry. 

The loss sustained by the enemy in 
hifl attack on the 27lh has been enor- 
mons. I understand that the general of 
division Merle and General Maucuin 
are wounded, and General Simon was 
taken prisoner by the 52d regiment, 
and 3 colonels, i}3 officers, and 250 men. 
The enemy kft 2000 killed upon the 
field of battle, and I understand frt)m 
the prisoners and deserters that the loss 
m wounded is immense. 

The enemy did not renew his attack, 
excepting by tl>e fire of his light troops 
on the 28th^ but lie moved a large body 
of infantry and cavalry on the left of his 
centre to the rear, from whence I saw 
his cavalry in march on the road wliich 
Jeads from Mortagoa over the mountains 
towards Oporto. 

Having tliought it probable that he 
would endeavour to turn ourleft by the 
road, 1 had directed Col. Trant, with 
his divifeion of militia, to march to Sar- 
dao, with the intention that he should 
occujty those mountains, but unfortu- 
ij^ily he was sent round by Oporto by 
the general officer commanding in the 
North, in consequence of a small de- 
tachment of the enemy being in posses- 
siim of St. Pedro de Sul ; and, notwith- 
siandtng the efforts which he made to 
arrive m time, Jie did not reach Sardao 
till the 28th at night, after the enemy 
was in possession of the ground. 



As it was probable that in the conrse 
of the night of the 20th the enemy would 
throw his whole army upon that road 
by which he could avoid the Sierra de 
Busaco, and reach Coimhra by the high 
road to Oporto, and thus the army 
would have beeif exposed to be cut off 
from that town, or to a general action 
rn less favourable ground; and as I 
had reinforcements in my rear, I was 
induced to withdraw from the Sierra de 
Busaco. The enemy did break up ia 
the mountains at eleven at night of the 
Snth, and he made the march expected. 
His advanced guard was at Avelans, in 
the road from Oporto to Comibra, yes- 
terday, and the whole army was seen in 
march through the mountains. That un- 
der my command, however, was alrea- 
dy in the low country, between the 
Sierra de Busaco and the sea ; and the 
whole of it, with the exception of the 
adxanced guard, is this day un the left 
of the ?Jondego. 

Although from the unfortunate cir- 
cumstance of the delay of Col. Trant's 
arrival at Sardao, I am apprehensive 
that I shall not succeed in effecting the 
object which I had in view in passiug 
the Mondego, and in occupying ti»e 
Sierra de Busaco, I do not regret ray 
having done so. lliis movanent has 
afforded me ft favourable opportunity of 
shewing the enemy the description of 
troops of which this army is composed: 
it has brou;^ht the Portuguese levies into 
action with the enemy mr the first time 
in an advantageous situation ; and they 
have proved that the trouble which ha» 
been taken with them has not been 
thrown away; aifl that they are worthf 
of contending in the same ranks witn 
British troops, in this interesting cause, 
which they -aiibrd the best hopes of 
saving. 

Throughout the contest upon the Sier- 
ra, and in all the previous marches, and 
m those which we have since made, the 
wl.ole army has comlucted themselves 
in the most regular manner. Accord- 
ingly all the operations have been car- 
ried with ease, the soldiers have suf- 
fered no privations, have undergone no 
unnecessary fatigue,* there has been no 
loss of stores, and the army is in the 
highest spirits. 

I have received throughout the ser- 
vice the greatest assistance from the ge- 
neral and stuff officers. — Lieut.-General 
Sir Brent Spencer, has given me the 
assistance which hitj experience enables 
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Lim to afford rae, and I »m particularly 
indebted to ihe adjutant and the quar- 
ter-master-geiieral, and the officers of 
their departments, and to Lieut.-Cpl. 
Bathursf, and the officers of my perso- 
nal staff, to Brigadier-General Howarlh, 
and the artillery, and particalarly to 
X4eut.-Colnnel Fletcher, Captain Chap- 
man, and the officers of the royal engi- 
neers. I roust likewise mention Mr. 
Kennedy, and the officers of the com- 
missariat, which department has been 
earned on most successfully. T should 
not do Justice to the service, or to my 
own feelm^s, if I did not take this op- 
portunity of drawing your lordship's at- 
tention to the merits of Marshal Berci- 
ford. To him excliuively, under the 
Portuguese government, is due the me- 
rit of hiving raised, formed, dTsciplined, 
«nd equipped the* Portuguese army, 
which has now shown itself capable of 
«ngagmg and defeating the enemy. I 
have 4)£sides received from him, upon 
all occasions, all the assistance wliicb 
his experience and abilities, and know- 
ledge of this country, have qualified him 
to afford me. 

The enemy has made no movement 
in Estramadura, or in the Northern 
provinces, since I addressed your lord- 
ship last. — My last accounts from Cadiz 
are of the 9th inst. 

I inclose a return of the killed and 
wounded of the allied armies in the 
course of the 25th, 26tli, 2rth, and 
28th inst. I send this dispatch by my 
aid-de-camp Captain Burgh, to whom 
I beg to refer your lordship for any fur- 
ther details, and to recommend hun to 
vour lordship's notice^ 

1 have the honoBr to be, &c. 
(Signed) Wellington. 

Return of killed and wounded. 

Total — Officers killed 5, and 36 woun- 
ded, 1 since dead. — Five Serjeants, 97 
rank and file British killed — and 1 Ser- 
jeant, 1 drummer, 82 rank and file kil- 
led (Portuguese). Twenty-one Serjeants, 
3 d'rumraers, 434 rank and file, British, 
wounded. Nine Serjeants, 478 rank 
and file, Portuguese, wounded— One 
«eijeant, 29 Tank and file, British mis- 
sing — and 2 8*»rjeants, and 18 Vank and 
file, Portucuese, missing. — Total, 6 Ser- 
jeants, 1 drnmmcr, 179 rank and file, 
British aud Portuguese, killed -Thirty 
serjennts, 3 drummers, 912 rank and 
"fi'e British and Pt)rtugnese, wounded— 
Three Serjeants, 47 rank nod file, Bri- 
<t^ aud Portuguese missing. 



General Total— Forty^one officers, 90 
Serjeants, 4 drummers, 11S3 rank and 
file, British and Portuguese, killed aod 
wounded. 



FROM THE FORBIGJV PHTNTS. 

The Appollo ^frigate arrived on 
the 19th. at Portsmouth from Lis- 
bon, after the uiicommonly short 
passage of one hundred hours. She 
brought dispatches from Lord Wcl- 
lin<;ron, the substance of which wcro 
criculatod among the government 
offices, in the following bulletin: — 

"Dfspatchcs were this morning 
rcceivetl from Lord Wellington and 
Mr. Stuart, of the 14th inst, Thty 
state that his lordship, awnre of the 
distressed situation of the encmj^ 
and in pursuance of the plan which 
he had formed, had fallen back to 

TorresVcdras,intendingthcrc,should 
the enemy persist in advancinsr, to 
give battle with all the advantages, 
of ground, &c. in his favour. 

" The right of the allied force 
was at Alhandra, and the left at 
Torres Vedras. During the move- 
ment from Arcobaco they had not 
been molested, but some well con- 
tested affairs had taken place be- 
tween the cavalry of the two armies, 
in which the British and Portuguese 
cavalr}' had greatly distinguished 
themselves. The rains had set in on 
the 8lh, and the roads were so bro- 
ken up that Massena, it was sup- 
posed, would not be able to bring 
up his heavy artillery. The country 
was likewise so wasted and deserted, 
that Massena had only a choice of 
difficulties left. Our army, on the 
contrary, was well provisioned, slicl- 
tered from the rains in the villagci 
under huts, while the enemy wai 
severely exposed to them. Our force 
was in the hij^hcst spirit*;, anxious 
for the conflict, and confident as to 
the result. 

" Colonel Trant, with the Porta- 
guese militia, was harassing the ^ne- 
my. It was reported at hcad-qtiar- 
ters, on the authority of letters from 
Corunna, of the 14ih. that he enter- 
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H CoimbrE on the 7tfc,from whence 
lie drove the French and took 5,000 
prisoners. Most of them arc sup- 
posed to have been wounded in the 
battle of Busaco« The prisoners were 
expected at Oporto on the 11th. 

•* Colonel Wilson, with another 
Portuguese corps, was at Busaco, 
and Roroana was hastening by forced 
marches from Badajos to join the 
British atmy." 

Dispatches were also received from 
Admiral Berkeley, who had giVen 
notice to the inhabitants of Lisbon 
that, should it become necessary to 
embark the military, the transports 
would not be more than sufficient 
for the conveyance of the troops, 
and an embargo had been suggested 
on the shipping in the port, to give 
every facility in the event of disaster. 

The situation of the capital was 
Tcry distressing. The country peo- 
ple in a condition of rags and mi- 
scry, driven before the armies, were 
flocking' in from all quarters, and 
these houseless mendicants and fugi- 
tives crowded the streets and avenues 
of the place. 

The first intelligence of Lord Wel- 
lington's retreat to the neighbour- 
hood of Lisbon, created the utmost 
consternation in the mercantile peo- 
ple. Indeed, it would appear, that 
their fears where not wholly un- 
founded. At a meeting of the Bri- 
tish factory on the 6th, the mer- 
chants who were present, were in- 
formed officially by the consul, in 
behalf of Admiral Berkeley, " that 
though he (the Admiral) had every 
hope of success from the talents of 
Lord Wellington and the bravery of 
the army, yet a reverse might happen, 
and in that case, as the transport 
tonnage was barely sufBcient for the 
service of his Majesty, he could ren- 
der the merchants no assistance what- 
ever, and recommended their taking 
such measures as they thought best 
for the safety of tjicir effects and per- 
foffs." An application was in con- 
i^quence made to Mr* Stuarty to 



ask from the Regency an 6rder for 
the embarkation of property free of 
duties. 

LisbojiyOct. 6. — Ourhead-quarterfc 
are at Leirea, the enrmy are in Fi- 
guera, Co^nbra> &c. and had push* 
ed on 3.000 men four miles this side 
ofCoimbra; their ravages are hor- 
rible; the Porto road is covered witk 
dead horses, mules, aiu) bullocks. 
The whole country is a scene of 
roost complete devastation — suck 
rapine, violations, and murders, were 
never before heard of — many villa- 
ges, towns, and country villas have 
been burned to the ground — every 
place is deserted — large tracts of 
Indian com have been trodden down 
— every thing is destroyed. — Not- 
withstanding all this, the people 
-universally bless the English and 
detest the French. Such ruffians 
will not dare to openly meet the 
British and Portuguese troops, con- 
fident that they would not then fail 
to meet the chastisement they merit. 
The 50th and 44th British, and a 
fine Portuguese regiment, landed 
here yesterday and to day ; they are 
fine troops, and very complete io 
numbers. 

Cadiz, Sept, 23.— The Cortes met 
this day and entered on business. — 
A plan for raising a patriot army of 
120,000 men was referred to the war 
committee. — It was determined that 
the sittings should always be com- 
menced with closed doors, and that 
they should be opened after such 
matters as required secrecy were di»» 
posed of. 

Sept. 29. — Cupruany, after ob- 
serving that they must renounce all 
ideas of personal advantage, if thej 
* wished to deserve the title 0/ father* 
of the country, proposed the follow*^ 
ing decree : — 

" That it shall not be lawful fur 
any deputies or members of the 
Cortes, whether they coiilpose the 
present congress, or may be appoint- 
ed hereafter, during the time tbcjT 
perform the functioni of deputi«iy 
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And within two years after, to soli- 
cit or accept, either for himself or 
any person, any employ, pension, 
distinction, or favour from the exe- 
cotivc government provisionally ap* 
pointed, ortobehereafterconstiluted, 
of whatever name or description." 

After some debate, it was passed 
by a considerable majority, with the 
addition of this clause : — 

•* Excepting such employs as are 
obtained by superiority, or granted 
for notorious extraordinary sei vices 
rendered in the country, and which 
in the estimation of the Cortes shall 
deserve an extraordinary reward." 

Oct, 6, — The Cortes have been oc- 
cupied for some days in transacting 
the necessary routine business of ad- 
ministering oaths, declaring Ferdi- 
nand the legitimate King of Spain, 
6ec. he, — On the 2d and 3d, the 
Cortes were occupied in discussing 
the affairs of America. Nothing de- 
cisive was determined upon. 

The Cadiz Gazettes inform us a 
little of the expedients the regency 
employs to acquire " the confidence 
of Spaniards in both worlds." The 
inhabitants of the immense territory 
of the Carraccas have declared their 
independence — not of the country — 
not of the sovereign — but of this re- 
gency ; of this council of five ; of 
these, hooks to hang a robe upon ; 
of these ghosts of departed power. 
And their conduct is such as might 
be expected of them. Did they feel 
for the rights of their monarch, and 
the welfare of the state, they would 
resign the crown they cannot wear, 
transfer the sceptre they cannot 
wield, and employ their latest in- 
fluence to establish a government, 
enjoying ** the confidence of Spa- 
niards of both worlds." Instead of 
ihjs they fulminate their menaces 
from the obscure corner in which 
they are imprisoned, and affect to 
proscribe a whole continent at the 
distance of 4000 miles. Nothing 
can be more contemptible than such 
ynsh rage, contrasted with such in- 

TOt. VlII 



noxious imbecility '; but it h a vo-: 
hime of tru>h and knowledge on the* 
pride and tolly of man, and on the 
necessity of drawing the toeth, and 
gagging the tongue of power, lest he 
tear and blaspheme his fellows. It 
is to be hoped the Cortez will shew 
their superior wijjdom. 

The gazette extraordinai^y <^ Ca** 
talonia contains a long letter, dat(*d^ 
Tarragona, September 19, fromOen. 
O'Donnel to the junta^ detailing his 
successful operations against San 
Felio de Guixols, Palamos, and Bis-* 
bal. In attacking Bisbal, General 
O'Donnel was wounded in the leg 
with a musket ball, which has since 
been extracted, and he is recovering. 
** The result," says this brave officer 
in his dispatch, ** of the total loss 
of the enemy in these different affairs, 
IS one general of brigade (Schwartz) 
two colonels, 56 officers, and 1883 
soldiers made prisoners ; l6 pieces 
of artillery of various calibres, among 
which arc one mortar and a howitzer; 
a great number of muskets, sabres, 
cartouch-boxcs, and ammunition ? 
a great quantity of wheat and cattle, 
with other effects, without reckonin<» 
200 killed and wounded.'* 

A letter from Gen. Doyle, dated 
on board the Cambrian frigate, off 
Bagar, the 11th of Sept. published 
in this gazette, gives an account of 
his landing and destroying a battery 
near Bagar ; on which occasion 42 
of the enemy were made prisoners, 
without the smallest loss on our side. 

A most extensive on<l deep laid 
conspiracy to destroy the Portuguese 
regency, and to excite an insurrec- 
tion in favour of the French, has 
been fortunately detected. A letter 
from Lisbon of the 15lh ult. gives 
the following account of this nefa- 
rious project : — 

"A plot of a most sanguinary 
nature has just been found out. 
Above one hundred most respecta- 
ble inhabitants h^-e been apprehen- 
dtid — among them the Marquis A- 
brantes. 6a the 29th of tins month 
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& general massacre of the British 
was to have taken place. The con- 
spiracy extends throughout the coun- 
try ; at Tomar, Coimbra, and other 
towns in the interior of the country, 
depots of amis have been found. In 
consequence of the number of priso- 
ners confined, I have just learnt 
from ?ood authority, that the regen- 
cy expect a rescue, and which was 
to have taken place, or may take 
place, this night* It was arranged 
in this manner: — This day the ca- 
thedral, It being the anniversary of 
the expulsion of the French from 
LisHon, turned out a grand proces- 
sion of priests, 6cc. This evening 
they were to go round a^^ain. About 
600 of the rebels were to be clothed 
in British uniforms, and which have 
this day been found ; the priests 
were to be Sred on, in order to make 
the populace imagine that it was by 
the British soldiers; others were to 
cut off as many of us they could 
find, and others to release the pri- 
soners confined at a small insulated 
fort near Belem. In order to be on 

' our guard, ofliccrs arc ordered up to 
the castle, where our men are quar- 
tered from their billets in town. — 
The business of the rescue must ei- 
ther take place to night or to mor- 
row, as those prisoners are to be 
embarked for Brazil on Monday. It 
Is a most vile conspiracy ; a Portu- 
guese lady, married to a French 
general niade the happy discovery." 
The Salcette frigate brings intel- 
ligence that Lucien Bonaparte hfts 
arrived at Cacliari, with his wife 

, and family, and a number of his 
relations, from Rome, for the ex- 
press purpose of claiming the pro- 
lection of Mr. lliM, the British mi- 
nister.— This singular event occa- 
sioned much sfn'CulationatCagliari, 
as to the causes of so singular an 
occurrence^ The following is stated 
to he the facts: — Not long ago his 
imperial J)rother, who is extremely 
anxious that all his relatives should 
l»c ipatrimcnially allied to such of 



the old royal ktockt as can be in- 
duced to second his views, sent pe- 
remptory orders to Lucien, iVwme- 
diatefy to divorce his present wife^ at 
he had selected for him another of a 
rank suited to the dignity of the i;«- 
pert^l family. In the same message, 
hie ordered him to take upon himself 
the government of the ancient capi- 
tal of the world ; and, to crown the 
whole, accompanied his orders with 
a threat that Lucien should be con- 
veyed a prisoner to France, in. the 
event of the Emperor's orders not 
being instantly obeyed. Lucien, un- 
willing to repudiate his wife and 
bastardize his children, and at the 
same time well aware of the impe- 
tuous, overbearing' character of Na- 
poleon, instantly adopted the only 
means that were left him to escape 
the vengeance and dishonour with 
which he found himself threatened; 
embarked with his family, and what 
valuables he had at hand, on board 
an American vessel, and effected his 
escape to Sardinia, for the purpose 
of claiming British protection against 
the lawless and unprincipled tyran-^ 
ny of his own brother ! Of course, 
this protection has not been denied 
to him. For the greater security of 
these voluntary exiles, Mr. Hill gave 
directions that they should immc- 
dialcly proceed to Mai la .'^ 

Lucien Bonaparte is to be allow- . 
cd to continue his voyage to Ameri- 
ca, and it is said that orders have 
been sent from the admiralty to af- 
afford him the necessary convoy 
thither. 

By an article in the Monitcur of 
the 7th, it appears that Murat has 
at last made an attempt to invade 
Sicily, but was obliged very speedily 
to recal his troops. The /landing 
was made on the 17th ult. at San 
Stephano, at three o'clock in the 
morning, and the enemy -are repre- 
sentee! as at first carrying every thing 
before them ; but then the wind fell, 
no more troops could be conveyed 
over, aud Kinj; Jlurat jjave orders 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1810.] 



Foreign Intelligence. 



m 



for his soldiers foreturn, which some 
of them could not do for want if 
boats ! 

Rome^ Sept, 12. — The following 
imperial decree has been published 
here : — 

** Napoleon, Emperor of the French, 
itc. has decreed, and decrees as fol- 
lows : — 

** The priests of the departments 
of Rome and the Thrasiminc who, 
from ignorance of the duties pre- 
scribed to them by the church, and 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, shall have 
refused to take to us the appointed 
oath« shall be considered as enemies 
of 'the secular power, and declared 
incapable of exercising the sacerdo- 
tal functions within our empire. 

** Napoleon." 

Bonaparte, in addition to his va- 
rious other avocations, hfts become 
a "speculative hcmker, and dealer ia 
paper : he has taken in hand to ma-^ 
nage the Dutch finances, by the 
creation of a paper currency, under 
the name of *• Bills of the Syndicat 
of Holland ;' he has also advertised 
for sale 1 ,930,360lbs. of cloves, which 
he has seized >n the state warehouses 
of Holland. This may prove a good 
hint to the East India Company, 
whose warehouses' are overstocked 
with eastern spices, to keep up the 
spirit of monopoly. 

The letters by the Gottcnburgh 
mails communicate much afflicting 
information respecting the state of 
commerce m the Baltic. Several 
hundred vessels were lying at Got- 
tenburgh and other ports, the masters 
of which were prevented from pro- 
ceeding to their destination by the 
terrors of seizure and confiscation. 
There was hardly a port in the Bal- 
tic in which a French consul was 
not stationed. A person in that cha- 
racter was daily expected at Gottcn- 
burgh, to superintend the trade of 
that port and see that the continen- 
tal system was followed. Several 
applications had been recently re- 
fused for ships to proceed to Kon- 



ningsburgh and other Prussian portJ, 
for fear they should be exposed to 
confiscation. 

Great apprehensions were enter- 
tained at Gottcnburgh, that the 
Swedish government would be re- 
quired to impose a duty of 40 per 
cent, on all colonial produce, as has 
been done in several towns and ports 
under the controul of France. "The 
French government," it is observed, 
in one of these letters, ** are in great 
want of money, and will have it, 
come from whence it may." it was 
supposed, however, that this extra- 
ordinary financial operation might 
be deferred until the arrival of the 
Crown Prince, who was shortly ex- 
pected, but with only a modest reti- 
nne, instead of a vast French forco 
at his heels. 

The value of the government pa- 
per in Russia has diminished in an 
unprecedented degree, in consequence 
of the total stagnation of trade, and 
the unpromising aspect of the war 
with Turkey. 

Accounts had reached Gottcn- 
burgh that the Prussian troops in 
the vicinity of Dantzic were placed 
under the command of the French 
General Rapp. It was expected that 
Dillau and Memel would shortly be 
occupied by French troops. 

The Ex-King of Sweden was at 
Memel on the 17th ult. it was said, 
on his way to Finland through Rus- 
sia, to endeavour to excite a move- 
ment in his favour. He was not 
suffered to approach the sea, but 
escorted inland by the police; from 
which it would appear, some appre- 
hensions were entertained that he 
would endeafour to get on board 
some British ship of war, and put 
himself under our protection. 

Hamburgh, Sept. QJ. — The re- 
strictions imposed upon our trade 
are continued with undiminished se- 
verity by the Douaniers in the town. 
The garrison has gone to join the 
troops collected in Hanover,- tvhich 
are intended to enter Denmark. A- 
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qout 50,000 men art supposed to be 
colkcted for this service, most of 
the supplies for which are derived 
from hence. — Things* appear as if 
they would come to a rupture be- 
tween France and Russia. A travel- 
ler, just arrived from Poland, states, 
that hostile preparations are making 
all over that country for a cam- 
paign, but it seems rather late in 
the season ro begin ; nor is it thought, 
if it happens at all, that it will take 
place before the next spring. — Seve- 
ral new edicts, of great severity, 
have been issued by the King of 
Deivnaj*k, to put a stop to contra- 
band trade, but without much ef- 
fect. The cordons established have 
not been observed, and, indeed, it 
is the interest of the Danes to neg- 
lect them. All along the Baltic the 
French armies are extending them- 
liclvesto annihilate commerce. It is 
supposed, that before this time they 
are at Konigsburg. 

FIRST TURKISH BULLETIN. 

The following official bulletin has 
been published in Constantinople: — 
Sabsiiwce of the agreeable news re- 
ceived fror^ the Imperial Camp. 
" The enemy of the true faith be- 
fore Schula, had began on the 10th 
of the moon GcmasJiulAchyr, (the 
12(h of Jul>), to erect a battery in 
the plain which extends on the right 
of Kusluc- Jolly, but the work was 
iqterrupted by the effects of the 
bombs and bullets which we fired 
on him in the night. On the next 
day, the Ottoman troops made a 
brisk and courageous attack on the 
enemy, and forced them to abandon 
the battery. On the 12th of the 
same moon (l.4th of July) the infi- 
dels, who found themselves greatly 
cmbarrasj^ed, erected a new battery 
behind the former, and fired a day 
and a night on the entrenchments 
of Schumla. Notwiihstandipg, how- 
ever, thei;* brisk fire, we only lost 
two or three men, some cattle, and 
several houses. Perceiving that they 
could not do us any damage, and 



finding, on the other hand, our 
cannon and mortars harrassed them 
greatly, they abandoned in the night 
their batteries and trenches. The 
camp of the Field-Marshal, which 
was opposite Schumla, on the roai 
to Silistria, distant about two hours 
march, was transferred from Staxa 
to the village of Kayalidere, ^w^ 
hours march from Rasgrad ; all the 
other corps in the neighbourhood 
were placed in the rear. On tba 
18th of the same moon (July 19) wa 
received intelligence that the enemy 
had retrograded his baggage, and 
shewed an intention of raiding his 
camp, and we si'nt a considerabk 
body of troops in pursuit of him. 
His highness the generallissinio led 
the troops in person to the combat. 
With the aid of the Almighty, tbo 
battle commenced, whilst the enemy 
was raising his camp at Kayahdere^ 
and retreating with rapidity. In the 
combat, which lasted from 12 to 
seven (that is to say from seven m 
the morning till ten at night)^ the 
infantry and cavalry of the enemy 
were completely beaten. The place 
even where was situated the ca\np 
of these unfortunates, became the 
theatre of the military evolutions of 
the troops of his highness. — Praise 
le to the Lord xcho has given us so 
signal a victory^ . and of' vhich tkg 
trophies are, a great nuntber of heads 
and of prisoners. After the enemy 
had fired two or three rounds of 
ammunition, the cam bat was termi** 
Dated according to the usages of 
war, and the victorious Ottoman 
troops returned to their camp covered 
with glory.*' 

SECONP BULLETIN. 

" The enemy having finished hit 
great preparations for the attack of 
Rudschuk, not only inve^^ted that 
fortress on the land side, but also 
attempted to shut up all its coiAmu* 
nicalions with the Upper Danube; 
they ascended that river with Ift 
gun-Voats, to shut up the navigation 
to Rudschuk. On the Jl^th of the 
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moon Gemftziul-achyr (l6lb July)> 
the combat begfta with a sharp can- 
nonade both on the bank of Giurgova, 
and on that of Rudschuk. At that 
place troops were embarked on board 
djierent transports and advanced a- 
gainst the enemy. The result of 
this combat has been — two gun- 
boats sutiky six others taken with 
their crewsj l6 pieces of cannon^ 
with more than 100 enemy's heads, 
while 11 other gun-boats sought 
•afcty in flight. Two days after this 
action* the enemy began at break 
of day to fill up with fascines the 
ditches' which are between the ram- 
parts of Rudschuk and the covered 
way, and made a general assault 
upon that place. The combat lasted 
without intermission, nearly fifteen 
hours and a hulf: at last the zephyr 
of victory breathed on the side of the 
trup believers ! The infidels wore re- 
pulsed , beaten, and put to flight. 
Twenty officers and one general w^re 
taken during the flight; another ge- 
neral remained dead on the field of 
battle ; not including the number of 
prisoners and heads cut of." 

TUIRD BULLETIN. 

*^ The Servian General had occu- 
pied the fortress of Joperlik Banassi. 
The Ottoman troops bej^an by at- 
tacking the entrenchments Qt that 
place. The Mussulmans obtained a 
complete victory. The traitors were 
beaten and put to flight. The greater 
part of them could not even take 
refuge in their entrenchments. IFe 
^ore taken, the head^ of a great nvm- 
her to serve as bridges for our true 
hflieving warriors in their passtige to 
the regions of the other world r 

FOURTH BULLETIN. 

" It appears that a Russian corps, 
under General Vogoki, was, on the 
commencement of the siege of Varna,^ 
interposed between this latter place 
and Adrianople, with a view of co- 
vering the siege, and intercepting 
all supplies. The Russian comman- 
der at first took a station on the 
i^nfichiou River, where l;e could 



not be attacked; Deluded, bowever, 
by the false reports purposely spread, 
of the Grand Vizier having been de* 
feated before Schumla, and of bia 
retreating in great disorder, he fell 
into the snare laid for him — left 
Colonel Grogow with 1500 men to 
maintain his position, and advanced 
with five regiments of infantry and 
one of cavalry, to secure the pass 
of Bobral, on the road to Adriano- 
ple, and thus complete the destruc^ 
tion of the Ottoman army. Our 
commander, blessed and enlightened 
by i\\e^ prophet, had, however, pro- 
vided for his reception on his pas- 
sing the Mountain Balhaim* Troops 
from Acuto, Tcbenga, and Carno- 
bal, placed themselves io his front 
and rear, and cut ofl* the possibility 
of retreat. On the inoiuing of the 
Cth of August, the brave Mussel- 
men, animated by that ardour which 
the true faith alone inspires, and 
headed by the Pacha Ibrahim, of 
Turnebo, rushed upon the enemy^ 
who, after valiantly sustaining the 
contest for eight hours, was at length 
thrown into confusion. Their Ge- 
neral Vogoki, impelled by despair, 
twice rallied his men and brooght 
them back to the charge. Vain ef- 
forts! which served no other purpose 
than to elicit fresh proofs of the 
enthusiasm and devotcdness of the 
troops to the sacred cause.. At 
length, determined to terminate tho 
contest, the soldiers of his Sublime 
Highness in tl>e front ranks, with 
loud cries of, " Long live the Sul? 
tan/' threw themselves upon the bay- 
onets of their foes, and, though mor- 
tally woundeii in the struggle, seized 
their weapons with one hand, and 
buried their daggers in their hearts 
with the other. 'I'he Russian^i then 
gave way in every direction, and 
their Commander, seeing the day 
irretrievably lost, attempted, at the 
head of a fleet body of horse, ta 
force a passage, but finding this im- 
practicable, precipitated himself a- 
jnoiig our MCtorioub troops, and was 
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taken prisoner fey a Cerd. The in* 
Jdcb left 5500 men killed on the 
§M of battle, and about 3000 
w^nmlcd have been picked up, with 
sU their colours, arms, and ammu- 
mtion, besides 24 pieces of cannon. 
About- 100 who escaped, as well as 
those on the Kamftchiou, will pro« 
bably be cut oflf by the victorious 
iOitomans who arc in pursuit. The 
•mallness of our loss, not exceeding 
900 in killed and wounded, can only 
he attributed to the especial pro- 
tection which AHa deigns to extend 
to the followers of the true prophet. 
Our troops will shortly advance to- 
wards Vama." 

11CS8TAN OVFlCtAL FEPORT. 

•*The General in Chief, Count 
Kamensky, having left Lieut.-Gon» 
Count Langeron before Rudschuk, 
marched on th«» 5th of September in 
person against the enemy ; he ar- 
rived on the 6th in the evening with 
;he army, forming five columns, in 
the vicinity of the Tiu'ks, and or- 
dered a general attack to be made 
on the fc^lowing day. It began at 
ten o'clock in the morning, and at 
leven at o'clock at night the Turkish 
army was no more, A posi tion w b tch 
seemed in pregnable — entrenchments 
defended with the utmost obstinacy 
— nothing could withstatMl the gal- 
lantry and perseverance of the Rus- 
sian troops ; that memorable day has 
covered tbem with fresh laurels. 

'* As soon as the attack began, 
Major-Gen. liowaiski carried three 
redoubts, and rendered himself mas- 
ter of the whole entrenchment, which 
covered the enemy's camp on his 
left flank near the Danube. In the 
aaean time the Major-Gen, Koulnoff 
arrived from the other side, also on 
the Danube, and engaged another 
Turkish camp, which had been 
ibrnwd^here. In this manner the 
enemy saw his entrenchments sur- 
rod^idrd by our troops, but notwith- 
standing this hopelcbs situation, and 
a very brisk cannonade kept up on 



our part, be continued to defend 
himself in the most obstinate manner. 

" An attempt made against his 
left flank having proved onsucc^ss* 
ful, the general in chief, in order to 
bring the matter to a close, adopted 
the measure of ordering Count Ka- 
mensky, general of infantry, to open 
a heavy cannonade, and detach im- 
mediately afterwards twelve batta- 
lions to carry the entrenchment by 
assault, while he, on his side, de- 
tached Major-Gen. Sebanojiff witli 
ten battalions to take the enemy's 
camp in the rear. This general 
soon after entered the Turkish camp; 
and this unexpected attack, executed 
with the utmost rapidity, decided 
the victory. A great part of the 
enemy's horse took immediately to 
flight, and was pursued by our ca- 
valry, who killed a large number of 
them. The general in chief, with- 
out the least loss of time, ordered 
Major-General Sabanojiff to lead on 
part of his troops against the last 
and strongest Turkish entrenchments, 
but observing that the darkness of 
the evening prevented the troops 
from acting, he postponed the at- 
tack ttntil the next morning, and 
ordered the troops to retreat. Dur- 
ing that time Col. Berlieve attacked, 
the enem/s flotilla, captured some 
vessels, sunk a great number and 
dispersed the rest. 

" During the night the Turks, 
finding themselves surroun<led on all 
sides, sent an oflficer to capitulate, 
and soon after surrendered at discre- 
tion. The whole camp, all the arms, 
baggage, and artillery, 178 stand of 
colours, and upwards of 5000 pri- 
soners, have fallen into our hands. 
Among the prisoners is Achmet, a 
Pacha of three tails; the commander 
of the flotilla, a Pacha of two tails, 
and a great number of ofllicers of dis- 
tinction. The Seraskier Kouchand 
Iluli Pacha was killed. All the en- 
trenchments and their environs were 
covered with slain Turks. The ene- 
my's loss in killed exceeds 5000; 
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our loss IS trifling. Thus was an 
army of 40,000 men dispersed and 
destroyed in nine hours time." 

Klagenfurt, Sept, 4. — According 
lo accounts from lUyrmn Karnten, 
a terrible ram-spout descended on 
the nights of the 27th and Q8lh of 
August, at Hermajor and its vici- 
nity, threatening destruction to the 
whole village. The water flowed 
into the market-place and its neigh- 
W)urhood so high, as to penetrate 
the windows of the first floor*. Many 
persons saved themselves in the se- 
cond floors, and others on the roof; 
«uch as could reach neither perished 
ia the floods. More than fifty per- 
sons were hurried away by the tor^ 
fcnt, many of whom were alive, and 
called piteously for assistance, which 
DO one could aflbrd. All the bridges, 
and twelve houses, were washed 
away, and a £;reat quantity of cattle 
perished in the fields. 

New South JVaUt^, — A series of 
Sydney gazettes have reached town, 
containing some further particulars 
of the inundation at Hawkcsbury, 
an account of which was published 
some months ago. It is supposed 
that the nsc of the river could not 
have been much less than 8(J feet 
above the general level. The coun- 
try for a considerable distance was 
deluged ; several of the inhabitants 
lost their lives, and many houses 
and a great quantity of stock were 
spcpl away and destroyed. Amongst 
the sufferers in property one indivi- 
daal, Mr. Bonn, lost upwards of 
300 head of swine, 100 sheep, about 
1000 bushels of wheat threshed, or 
. in stack, and a stack of barley^ be- 
sides a valuable property contained 
in his dwelling-house and barn. The 
names of the persons who perished 

had not been a-^certained. ^The 

banks of George's river were unfor- 
tunately inundated at the same time ; 
a«d a quantity of stock yid other 
property lost. In Major Johnson's 
fctock-}ard, 490 sheep were drowned ; 



Mr. M'Callam lost SOO, aikl several 
houses were left in ruins. 

Naples^ Sept. 24. — The recent 
eruption will make the year 1810 
an epoch in the annals of Vesuvias 
on account of the manner in which 
it began, and the disasters it \um 
produced are thus related : 

*' Curious to witness as near as pos- 
sible oneof the roost astonishing phe» 
nomena of nature, and for^tmc 
the misfortune of Pliny, I set out 
from Naples, and at eight in the 
evening I reached Porticl, Frttai 
thence to the summit of the moun- 
tain, the road is^ long a»d difficuic 
About half-way there is an iienni* 
tage, which has long served for re- 
fuge and shelter to the traveller; a 
good hermit has there &xcd his resi- 
dence, and takes care to furnish (oe 
a moderate sum refreshments, which 
to the fatigued traveller are wortk 
theit weight in gold. The cnviixutt 
of this hermitage produce the fiaraons 
wine called Lacryma ChmtL From 
the hermitage to the foot of the cove, 
there is a long quartei of a league 
of road, tolerably good ; but in or- 
der to reach from thence to the cr»- 
^ier^ it is necessary to climb a moun- 
tain of cinders, where at every step 
you sink up to the mid-leg. It took my 
companions, myself, and our guides, 
two hours to make this ascent; and 
it was already midnight when u-c 
reached the crater. 

" The fire of the Volcano served us 
for a torch; the noise had totally 
ceased for two hours ; the flame bad 
also considerably decreased; these 
circumstances augmented our secu- 
rity, and supplied us with the neces- 
sary confidence in traversing such 
dangerousground. Weapproached as 
near as the heat would permit, and 
we set fire to the sticks of ourguideg 
in the lavn, which slowly ran through 
the hollows of the crata. The sur- 
face of this inflamed matter nearly 
resembles metal in a state of fusion- 
but as it flows it carries a kind of a 
scum, which hardens as it cool>, 
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and then forms masses of •uroria, 
which dash against each other, and 
roll all on fire, with noise, to the 
foot of jthe mountain. Strong fumes 
of sulphuric acid gas arise in abun- 
dance from these scoria, and by their 
caustic and penetratini; qualities ren- 
der respiration difficult. 

•* We seemed to be pretty secure in 
this situation, and were far from 
thinking of retiring, when a fright- 
ful explosion, which launched into 
the air fragments of burnmg rocks 
to the distance of more than 100 
toises, reminded us of the danger to 
which we were exposed. None of 
"Qs hesitated a moment in embracing 
% retreat, and in five minutes we 
cleared in our descent a space of 
ground, which we had taken two 
hours to climb. 

*' We had not reached the hermi- 
tage, before a noise more frightful 
than erer was heard; and the Vol- 
cauo, in all its fury, began to launch 
a mass equal to some thousand cart- 
loads of stones, and fragments of 
burning rocks, with a projectile 
force which it would be difficult to 
calculate. As the projection was 
vertical, almost the whole of this 
burning mass fell back again into 
the mouih of the Volcano, which 
vomited it forth anew to recerve it 
again, with the exception of some 
fragments which flew off, to fall at a 
distance, and alarm the inquisitive 
spectator, who avoided them, as on 
public flutes, we avt)id the handle of 
the rockets in our fire- works. 

** The 13th commenced with near- 
ly the same appearances as those of 
the ]jrcceding dny. The Volcano 
was tranquil, and the lava mn slow- 
ly in the channels which it had 
formed during the night; but at four 
in the afternoon, a frightful and 
continued noise, accompanied with 
frequent explosions, announced a 
new eruption ; the shocks of the Vol- 
cJino were so violent, that at Fort 
tie l/CEuf, built upon a rock, where 
1 then was, at the distance of four 



leagues, i felt oscillations similar to 
those produced by an earthquake. 

*' About fiwe o'clocK the eruption 
commenced, and continued during 
the greater part of the night. Thi« 
time the burning matter flowed dowa 
all the sides of^the mountain, with a 
force hitherto unpreof dented ; ali 
Vesuvius was on fire, and the lava 
has caused the greatest losses ;housc« 
and whole estcltes have been oven- 
whelmed, and at this day families in 
te^irs are reduced to despair, search 
in vain for the inheritance of their 
ancestors, buried under the destroy- 
ing lava* 

- " At ten at night, the hermitage 
was no longer accessible; a river of 
fire had obstructed the road. The 
districts situated on the south-east 
quarter of the mountain h:?d still 
more to suffer. Mount Vesuvius was 
no longer any thing but one vast 
flame, and the seamen at a great 
distance might contemplate, at his 
leisure, this terrific illumination of 
nature." 



The fullowing letter ^innouncing 
the capture of the Isle of Bonaparte, 
has bt^cn sent to the Lord Mayo^ of 
London. 

Downhg-sireetf Oct, 94» 
" My Lord, 

" Captain Parkinson, deputy ad- 
jutant-general to the detachment ac- 
ting under the command of Lieut.- 
Colonel Keating, has arrived this 
evening at my office, with the intel- 
ligrnce that the Isle of Bourbon, since 
designated the Isle of Bonaparte, had 
surrendered by capitulation to his 
Majesty's arms on the 8th of July 
last. I am happy in being able to 
add, that the loss sustained in the 
operation which has led to this event, 
amounts only to one subaltern, one 
Serjeant, and sixteen rank and file, 
kiikd ; one major, seven subalterns, 
two Serjeants, and sixty-eight runft 
and file, wounded. 

" Ivhavc the honour, &c. 

" LiviRPOOJti'* 
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DOM EST tC INTELirGENCE. 



FROM THE LONDON OAZRTTES. 



Jtihe Court at Jf^indsor, the IJth of 
October, iSHOy present, the King i 
most extellent Majesty in council: 
It rs this day ordered by his Ma- 
jesty in cotincil, that the parliament 
which stands prrtro'gutd to Thurs- 
day the nt day of Noveitxber riexf 
ht further prorogued to Thursday 
fhc 2jKh of the same month of No- 
T^mber. 

At the Court afJt^indsdr, the 17^^ of 
October J IS 10. present the King's 
most excellent mtijjeitij in council : 
It is this day ordered by his Ma- 
jesty in couticil, that his Grace the 
Lord Archbishop of Canterbury do 
J^epare a Form of Pi'ayer andThanks- 
gwin^ to Almighty God for the 
abundant harvest, to be read imme- 
diately after the general thanksgiv- 
ing on Sunday the 18th day of No- 
terabcr next, and to be continued 
tinlil Sunday the 2^5th of the same 
ihbnth inclusive; and it is hereby 
further ordered, that his Majesty's 
printer do forthwith priitt a compe- 
tent number of the said Form of 
Prayer and Thanksgiving, that the 
same may be forthwith sent round 
lAid read as above directed in the se- 
veral churches and chapels through- 
cut those parts of the united king- 
^im called England and Ireland. 
W. Fawkener. 



The Morning Post of the 6th in^. 
contains the following paragraph%»^ 
** A French officer on the staff, ma^ 
Ugh in the confidence of Sir Johii 
Si^rt^y is reported to have been de-^ 
t^Cted in a correspondences roith Mu* 
rat. It is said that he made rogu- 
^r comrbunications of the force, po- 
tUioiis, and purposes of the army 
m Sicily, and afforded such intelli- 
gence as might have been fatal to our 
interests in that island^ bad not the 
fictivity and gallantry of our crui- 

T#X. YIIl. 



zors more than pounteracted his trea* 
son. He has, we bear, been or^ 
dered home for trial. VVc are ever 
willing to admire and reward merit, 
without suffering our estimation of 
it to be narrowed by considerations 
as h the country which gave the fos* 
sessor birth, but we have, at the 
same time, had too fiequent occa- 
sion to lament that indigenous ta^^ 
lent has been left to pine unregard- 
ed, phile foreigners less deserving 
have been obtruded into situations to 
Set raj/ us!' 

^ A Letter from Newport, Isle of 
Wight, dated Oct. 1. states as foK 
lows : — " I hastrn to inform you of 
a dreadful commotion among the 
troops at the Dep6t, which took 
place about eight o'clock last even- 
ing, which, for some time, caused 
a considerable alarm, as all wero 
panic struck within the garrison. 
The BHUNSwiCKBRS, a part of a 
FOREIGN Corps here, had been, du- 
ring the day of Sunday, guiltif of 
several irregularities, one of the East 
India recruits being wounded in an 
affray. But a party being intoxi- 
cated, in the evening, enirred the 
canteen, and demolished ever if thing 
that came in their way, and did the 
same in a second room ; they then 
sang some national songs, and rushed 
out in a body, and went to thtnr 
quarters, and brought out their ri* 
fieSy with four rounds of ball car* 
tridge,. and fired up and down every 
division at random. One report men- 
tions 150 balls having been fired — 
another account makes thrm but 
105. One man, I am sorry to say, 
was killed, another was shot so badly 
in the arm, 4hat it ^as been ampu" 
/o/eJ— p^Qotber through the body, but 
whether dead or not, is not known. 
— We trust an inquest will be held^ 
smd an dccount given, a saltisfactqrf 
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one ve hope^ tahy these men were en- 
trusted nit h four rounds of bail car* 

t ridge each f The drums at length 

heat f« eurms, and the garrison was 
ordered to ground arm«, which was 
at length done, after some little he* 
sitation on the part o( the foreigners. 
*— The coach from Cowes to New- 
port was passing at the time, and 
the lives of the passengers were en- 
dangered. A woman was undressing 
a child in a Serjeant's quarters, and 
a ball absolutely passed between the 
woman and child vdthout injury." 

A second letter from Newport of 
October 5, states as follows: — " I 
hasten to inform you, that since my 
last a coroner^ inquest h^s been 
held at the barracks, on the body 
of the unfortunate man who was 
killed on Sunday evening. And the 
coroner's verdict was wilful murder 
against persons unknown. The de- 
ceased was not in the least con- 
cerned in the affray, but was quietly 
going into his barracks, as the fatal 
ball struck him in the neck. It 
docs not appear that the guard were 
called upon to assist in quelling the 
disturbance; but that 150 ball car- 
tridges were fired, is beyond a doubt. 
Since this unfortunate business, the 
four ball cartridges have been taken 
away from each individual, a very 
necessary precaution, for it cannot 
be good policy surely, for privates 
who may intoxicate themselves at 
the canteen at their pleasure, to 
have such things in their own power. 
This quarrel had began as long ago 
as Wednesday preceding the Sunday 
evening that this most unfortunate 
•vent took place. — The foreigners 
are now sent into the country to the 
eutposts, where the inhabitants do 
not fefel themselves very secure. For 
if being 4inder the immediate eye <t)f 
the commanding ofHcer could not re- 
strain their excesses, the result may 
well be feared, when at a distance of 
eight or nine miles from head quar- 
ters, near cottagers who cannot know 



their wants, act Understanding their 
language." , 

Death of A. Goldstnid^ Esq. 

On Friday rooming the 28th of 
September, this gentleman put a 
period to his mortui existence by ai 
pistol, in a water-closet, situate in 
a part of the shrubbery, called the 
Wilderness, at his house at Mor- 
<]eii. fie wa» discovered about eight 
o'clock mortally wounded, but not 
dead. Medical assistance was sent 
for, but he died at ten o'clock, io 
the bosom of his afflicted family. He 
was in the 53d year of his age, and 
till within the last fortnight in the 
roost perfect enjoyment of all his fa- 
culties ; but the extreme irritation 
of his feelings, from the pressure of 
the many intricate concerns in which 
he was involved, had, for the last 
ten or twcflve days preyed upon him 
so much that be was visibly distur- 
bed ; and in a moment of mental 
delirium, he committed this fatal 
act. The public may form some 
idea of the extent of his influence 
on the money market, when they 
learn that the news of his death pro- 
duced an instantaneous fall of four 
per cent, on the funds of the coun- 
try. Omnium fell from 6 to 10 per 
.cent, discount, and consols from 
65^ to 63. Mr. Nathan Solomons, 
his brother, communicated to the 
gentlemen on the Stock Exchange 
for. their information, that his ac- 
count there, as it is technically cal- 
led, though considerable, was not 
so great as it had been on many for- 
mer occasions — that the moment the 
executors could examine the affairs 
of the deceased, the house should 
know the result, but he had no 
reason to believe that there would 
be any demur. His account with 
government, we understand, is per- 
fectly clear — and the anly loss he 
appears to have sustained is by the 
fall of Omnium. 

The remains of Mr. Goldsmid 
passed through town on the follow- 
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ing Monday morning at five o'clock, 
and were deposited near those of his 
late brother, in the family vault, at 
the jews burying ground, ai Mile 
End. The ceremony was conducted 
tfith that privacy which was natu* 
rally desired by his afflicted relatives 
and friends. 

The origin of Mr. Goldsmid is 
said to have been so low, that there 
are persons living who remember the 
head of the family to have been a 
retailer of sealing wax and hair-rol- 
lers in the public streets of the me- 
tropolis, from which he emerged, 
till by great economy and extraor- 
dinary application to mercantile 
traffic, the house latterly employed 
more than 100 clerks, who were ar- 
ranged in distinct rooms in a suite 
ojf offices; and there was scarcely an 
article, cither of native or foreign 
produce, with which you might not 
have been well supplied by their 
firm. — The returns were of course 
immense, and their dealings marked 
by the strictest punctuality ; but 
from dealing in goods they became 
dealers in money, and though iron 
may sometimes be as profitable as 
gold, yei it is not so rapidly rendered 
productive. Thin induced rhem to 
tani their attention to more enlarged 
speculations, even the provisions for 
fleets and armies ; indeed such was 
the success of the firm, that it was 
long currently believed on the Stock 
Exchange, that no loan of govern- 
ment could be productive unless the 
Goldsmids were concerned therein ; 
and in order to render this opinion 
valid, whenever any other parlies 
were successful in the negociation 
with the minister, every means was 
tdopted to depreciate the bargain, 
until at length (though willing to 
participate) no one cared to enter 
the lists against them, and they 
were considered as the principal Iqan- 
jobbers. To the facility with which 
money was obtained through their 
means, may probably be attributed 
the long continuance of a war which 



has nearly desolated Europe; for 
however the tyrannical conduct of 
Bonaparte may be reprobated, it is 
indubitable, that our having subsi- 
dized other powers opposed to him, 
has been the great cause of his in- 
veterate malignity and hostility to* 
wards this country. 

The great Frederick of Prussia is 
believed to have owed his resources 
during the height of his glory to a 
Jew of equally distinguished celebrity; 
who, if we may credit Voltaire, was 
his great confidante and friend, and 
assisted in the partition and despo« 
liation of Poland. In, like manner, 
the Goldsmids enjoyed the confi- 
dence of the prime minister of Eng- 
land, and even princes of the blo<^ 
have been entertained by the decea- 
sed in the most costly and sumptuous 
manner. On a very recent occasion 
the desert of fruits alone is said to 
have cost seven hundred pounds I but 
how insignificant was such a sum 
to his immense acquirements, when 
favoured by a successful issue, as 
they generally were, till the recent 
calamitous circumstances so fatal to 
liis mentat peace. 

It is known that in conjunction 
with Sir F. Baring he took half of 
the late loan for 14 millions; and 
supposing, as has been advanced, 
that h^ had distributed amongst his 
friends, without profit, 3 millions 
thereof, (as had been his general 
practice) 4 millions remained to his 
firm. In the commencement at least, 
and till after the first or second in- ^ 
stalment is 'paid of 10 per cent, the 
Omnium (as it is called) generally 
bears a premium, and if only of a 
quarter or 5s. per cent, the profit on 
4 millions is 10,0001; if a half or 
10s. per 1001. 20,000l ; if «.4ths 
or 15s. per lOOl. 30,000h; and if 1 
per cent. 40,0001. In the present 
year the premium has been as high 
as *1\ percent, which. would yield 
a profit of 100»000l ; and on former 
occasions it has frequently exceeded 
that premium even to 5 and 6 per 
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cent. Micl thn Is often obtained by 
the adviinceof not more than a 10th 
or 5th part of the principal sum re- 
quired^ before the whole is disposed 
of by the fortunate contractor, often 
without any regard to the supposed 
goodness of the bargain, but dcpen« 
ding more frequently upon the suc- 
cesses of commerce or agriculture 
yielding a superfluity of wealth. The 
recent embarrassments and difficul- 
ties^ of the trading part of the com« 
aunity, unfortunately for Mr. Gold* 
smid, had iu the present year pre- 
vented his finding that ready mar- 
ket for this funded stock which he 
expected, and instead of a premium 
of 2^, it had actually fell to a dis- 
count of 6| per cent, previous to 
the shocking catastrophe which ter- 
minated his existence ! Such are 
the fatal efi'ccts of speculation and 
avarice \ ! 



'Bepeal ef Ihi Union, — ^Tbe committee 
appomted hy the aggregate meeting of 
the city of Dublin, having waited on 
Mr. Grattnn according to appointment, 
on Thursday the 4lh mst. with the ad- 
dress of the nieeting, that gentleman re- 
turned the following answer : — 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to 
receive an address presented by your 
committee, and expressive of their wisb- 
f s that I should present certain petitions, 
and support tlie repeal of an act, en- 
titled the act of union. — And your com- 
mittee adds, that it speaks with the 
authority of my constituents — the free- 
men and freeholders of the city of 
Dublin. 

I beg to assure your committee, and 
through tlieui, my much beloved and 
much respected constituents, that I shall 
accede to their proposition ; I shall pre- 
sent their petitions, and shall support 
the repeal of the act of union with a de- 
cided attachment to our connection with 
Great Britain, and to that harmony be- 
tween the two countries, without which 
the connection cannot last. I do not 
impair either, as I apprehend, when I 
assure you, that I shall snppoit the re- 
peal of the act of union. You will 
please to observe, that a proposition of 
that sort in parliament to be either pru- 
dent or possible, must wait until it shalf 
be called ibr and backed by the iiation. 



—When proposed I shall then, as at all 
times I hope I shall, prove myself an - 
Irishman, and that Irishman whose first 
and |ast passbn was his napve comitry.. 

As to the personal approbation wiih 
which you have honoured me, it is, I 
must say, your kindness that over-rates 
my pretension, but I have one preten- 
sion, which neither age, nor time, nor 
distance, can efface — an attacfamedt (o 
Ireland unaltered and uoalterable. 

I have the honour to be, with the 
greatest esteem. 

your very humble Servant. 

Henry Grattajt. 

Buhlin, Oct. 4, 1810. 

The eoramittee idso waited upon Mr. 
Shaw with an address^ to which he re- 
turnedtbe following an^wert — 

Gentlemen,-^! feel much obliged 
for your kind and flattering ^addrev^; 
it is the greatest possihle gratification to 
me, that my public condort should hav« 
met the wishes of so large and respects 
ble a body of my fellow-citizens, as the 
freemen and freeholders in aggregatt 
meeting duly assembled. Sioc^ bavw 
had the honour of being one of your r»- 
presetitqtives, I. have iJways considered 
It my duty to attend, any mating of my 
constituents, legally convened. Tor the 
purpose of hearing their sentirhents ; and 
I thought myself particularly called on 
to do so on the Inte nccasioii> when % 
question of so mucH importance for the 
welfare of the nation was to be agitated* 
Upon the subject of the gnion^ my sen- 
timents have heen already most upequi- 
vocally avowed. Those sentiments re- 
main unchanged. It is with liiuch satis« 
faction I contemplate the part I took^ 
when that measure was discussed in the 
Irish parliament, and it cannot, but af- 
ford nte additional pleasure to find, that 
my conduct upon that occasion is at 
this day recollected by you with appro- 
bation. With these impressions upon 
• my mind, you will, I tiust, readily be- 
lieve me, when I assure you that 1 shall 
feel most sincerely happy in co-opera- 
ting in all such measures as may seem 
best calculated to forwqrd the object of 
your petitions, consistently with what 
the interests of Dublip, the general pros- 
perity of Ireland, and the power and 
stability of the empire may demand. 
I have the honour to be^ 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and faithful 
fumble 3er?ant| 

|{X7BERT SuAir* 
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- Jeffery the .seiMi^at), in whose fate 
the public have taken so lively an. 
interest is arrived in this country, 
and was in London on Monday last, 
when the lords of the admiralty gave 
him his free discharge from the ser- 
vice ; and the friends of Capt. I^ke 
made him a liberal compensation 
for the hardships he had ^ustaiaed,. 
He is a good looking young fellow, 
and confesses he made the X for his 
name, (as appeared in a late affida- 
vit) though he can write; but he 
says that it is common among sail- 
ors to use the cross for shortness. 
He says he was eight days on the 
bland of Sombrero, during all which 
time he had nothing but rain water 
to subsist on, which he drank out 
of the crevices of the rocks — that se- 
veral vessels passed within sight, 
but he was too weak to hail them ; 
and that he was in the very last 
stage of starvation when the Ame- 
rican vessel touched at the island. 
He left town on Tuesday in high 
spirits, with ^ his money, to see his 
mother. Some people were after 
him, to make him exhibit himself 
for money ; but he got his dis^chorgc 
from the scivice expressly on. the 
condition that he should immediate- 
ly quit London. 

Freedom of Election. — In an action 
lately brought in Ireland by Magidre 
against JVeat^ the returning officer 
of the borough of Downpatrick, for 
corruptly refusing the plaintifTs vole 
at the election in May 1807, it ap- 
peared that West was the creature 
of Mr. Croker, the lawyer, and se* 
cretary to the admiralty ; and that 
his zeal for this member of his Ma- 
jesty's governmenl occasioned him 
to transgress the law of the land. 
The Seneschals of the borough had 
ever before been persons of respecta- 
bility, but, through some injlucnce 
brother, the defendant, an illiteraio 
common working slater, was apt- 
pointed a few days before the elec- 
tion. Judge FoXy in charging the 
jury/fqrcibiy observed on ihi? cir- 



cumstance ; and said the defendanl 
bad conducted himself as ''a low, 
tricky, wretched instrument, placed 
in a situation to disgrace the justice 
of the country^ and to execute th« 
plans of his confederates. — Gentle* 
men, the elective franchise is of the 
highest nature; it should be secured 
— it should be cherished. U ever 
suffered to be trifled with, there is • 
an* end to our liberties. Should 
these our dear^t rights be infringed, 
it strikes at the prop, the foundation'' 
of our glorious constitution, wbicli^ 
thus sapped and mined must tumblo 
to the ground." — The jury retired'a. 
short tiii>e, and returned a verdict 
for the plaintiff, 11501. damages, and 
fid. costs. 

The justly celebrated Mr. Lanca* 
stcr is now on a tour to the North» 
to assist in the establishment of 
schools. He lately visited Alnwick, 
by invitation of Ralph Annct Esq. 
In the evening he delivered a lecturo 
to a respectable company, a com- 
mittee of whom had been prcviousljp^ 
formed to establish a school accord- 
ing to Mr* Lancaslei*'* plan. Neat 
morning Mr. L. was invited to Aln- 
wick Castle, by his Grace the Duke 
of North umberl,and, by. whom he 
was received with that noble conde- 
scension and affability for which hisp 
grace is distinguished. The duko'a 
heart, which is ever jopen ii> the 
wants of the poor, was never more 
benevolently expanded than on tliia 
occasion. His grace said, he had 
been some time anxious* to see Mr. 
Lancaster, and was glad that be bad 
now the opportunity of forwarding 
his plans for the education of the 
poor in Alnwick. The duke ex- 
pressed himself a warm friend to the 
liberal principle upon which the^ 
Newcastle Lancastrian school was 
founded, and felt indignant at the 
insiduous attempt that had been 
made to bias his mind against its es» 
tablishment. ** No pen nor lan- 
guage,*' says Mr. Lancaster in a let- 
ter from Alnwick to ono of bis 
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Iriemis in Newcastle, •* can express very long face be told tlie justices oa 
tiM brartfelt satisfaction this in* the bench, that if they persisted in 
fenriifw but produced. How glo- detaining him in prison> '' the dctnl 
vioos is it to see the nobles of the of a potatoe would bis poor old mo- 
land, like the king himself, become ther get for the winter, for she d^ 
* the patrons of education and pended on him to dig her crop, and 
friends of the poor.' A school will would Se starved if he didn't go T 
be established here worthy the house The poor fellow begged, therefore, 
•f Percy, the virtues and sentiments that thi ir worships would " do some 
of whose duke are more noble thao rivii thing to him," and let him be 
bis dukedom." off. The magistrates were aroused 

¥a9t quantities of Spanish sheep with the whimsical style of the pe- 

baTc lately been imported into Ame- titioner, and changed his sentence 

fica> where much attention h now to a public whipping: whereupon 

deroted to an improved growth of Pat, in a grateful exstacy, thanked 

vooi. A farmer at Welmington, in them kindly; and he underwent the 

I>elawarc, has 600 Merinos. hogging through the market on xht{ 

It IS a remarkable fact that the next Tuesday with high good will! 
wbole of the public expenditure of The perfection to which farming* 
this country .during the reign of stock is brought in this country has, 
King William was several millions in no instance, been so eminently 
below our actnal expenditure for conspicuous as at the recent sale 
one year, at the present time. The (Oct. 1 1) at Kctton, near Darling- 
latter is set down at little short of ton, Durham. The judgment ef 
ninety millions. Mr. Charles Colling in the selection 

Some years back the late Duke of and management of cattle of every 
Richmond received a large sum by description, is. generally admitted to 
way of compensation for duties re- be unrivalled. That such is the 
€eived on coals imported into Lon- opinion of the agriculturalists of the 
don. — Lord Ormond, it seems, gets North of England, the following list 
ndw 200,900l. in a similar way for of part of the first day's sale of cat- 
bis botlemge on wine imported into tie, bred by Mr. Colling, furnishes 
the sister island. Some members of a most decisive proof; — 
** the Corinthian capital of polished bulls.- 
society^* arc thus not a little indcbt- Comet— Six years old, sold for lOOO 

td for their ornaments and dignity ^'J^T* P"'^**^^.^^ /^"i; '^"T^ 
» V t: I l2a L J T--' 1 J/ awd breeders, on the banks of the 

to Enghsh htckens and 7mA ccllan. j ^.^^ ^aVe since had 1,900 gui- 
—One of these *• nothing-to-do gen- neas offered for hira. 

llemenr in a late examination, talk- Petrarcl^ 9 years old, sold for 365 «. 

ed of his sinecure as of a freehold Major, d ditto 900 So. 

for life; but from the price obtained May Duke 3 do 145 do. 

for relinquishing such estaiei to the -^^l^' ^ ^ 110 do. ^ 

public, whose property they aj., it ^".^d' five Itn of iifeiio; nitHci; 

seems t^ if they were purchased at ^ ,^ ^g^. ^ach. 

the full price pf freeholds in pcrpe- bull calves. 

toity ! Cecil, sold for ITO gs. 

At the last Spalding sessions an Young Favourite, do. . . . 14a £>• . 

Irishman was found guilty of steal- Ceorge, do 190 d». 

ing fiom a shop, at Crowland, a pair 9^"^ SOgs.— One 60g8. 

of small'clothei; for which he was <>"e 50gs.-0ue 15gs^ 

sentenced to a term of imprisonment, lj,, 3 ye^rZui, sold for 410 gs. 

This ft»pmc;«iffe/i/ was a thing which Countess, 9 do. . , . , , 400 do, 

Pat didn't like at all; and with a Xaura, 4 do 9 10 do.* 
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Lady, 14 years old • . . 206 do.. 
Celma, 5 do. . . - . . 900 do. 
Peeres, 5 do. . • . . . 170 do. 
Ma^dnlene, 5 do. . . . . . 170 do. 

Cathalene, 8 do 150 do, 

t>ai9y, 6 do 140 do. 

Johanna, 4 do ISO do. 

Beauty/ 190 do. 

and five others from 45 to 83gs. of 

inferior note. 

BETFERS. 

Young CountesSi 2 years old, 206 cs. 
Dachess ....... 183 do. 

Charlotte, 1 do 136 do. 

Lucy, 1 do 132 do. 

Young Laura, 9 do 101 do. 

Shocke, 3 do 105 do. 

Johaaaa, 1 do 35 do. 

HIEFEE CALVES. 

One sold for 106gs. one for 75gs. two for 
SOgs. each, and one. for 25gs. 
The total produce o/ Mr. Ceiling's 
sale of cattle and sheep is stated to 
be 84351. Kctton farm is not above 
300 acres. 

Mr. George Barbel's sale at Stan- 
ninghall, near Norwich, was a few ^ 
days since attended by the first gra- 
xiersand agrictiltorists in the county 
of Norfolk, and there was displayed 
a more than common degree of avi- 
dity in* purchasing the live stock. 
Mr. Barber, although occupying 
only 30 acres of meadow land, for 
many years past has kept 32 cows, 
ifvhich cm an average, have paid 12K 
per head per annum, and they sold 
for nearly three times their original 
cost. — The advantages derived from 
keeping cows rather than bullocks, 
are too obvious to require any com- 
ment. Seven cart horses, 20 > years 
old, fetched, even at that advanced 
age, 140 guineas — a great proof of 
the estimation in \yhich they were 
held. 



The following curious particulars 
relative to the bullioh^ refoiit 
appear in a letter addressed to the 
Editor of the Morning Chronicle. 

" Happening to call upon a friend of 
mine tlie other day, who was a member 
of the Bullion Committee, I found on 
bis table the printed report of that com- 
mittee, and on looking at the beginning 
•f it I noticed in my friend's band-wri^ 



9H 

tingi opposite to the title paf^ wfait 
foUowf: — 

so ALB OP DiseotTwrs. 

Anno 1797 • . • • t41 

1798 . • • . 200 ' 

1799 .... 4131 
1810 .... 688 

^ I presume this must be the aoconaft 
delivered by the Bank of England to the 
committee, for the purpose of sheMii^ 
the rate of increase on tlieir discoonu 
since they bare ceased paying ia cash ; 
and from this statement it appears that 
their discounts have increased siito* 
1797, in the enormous proportJoa of 
688 to 241, that is, that it has neadT 
trebled its amount ! Why this statemtnit 
was not printed with the other doco- 
meots I am at a loss to conjecttire. If 
the bank directors were anxious for hs 
being withheld from the public, it proves 
diat they are conscious that under this 
head of issue at least, they have aude 
profits wldch they are desirous sKoold 
not be publicly disclosed. 

^ lo another part of the same page I 
read what follows in my iriend's hand 
writing. 

FOa. AOAIirST. 

Homer Chancellor of Ei- 

Henry Thornton chequer 

Sharp Long 

Huskisson Thompson 

Tierney Manning, Deputj 

GrenviIIe Governor of th^ 

Parnell Bank 

Brand Irvii^ 

George Johnstone 
Dickenson 
Magens 
Davies Giddy 
Abercrombie 
Baring spoke " Foa,''— . voted ^ a- 

CAIKST." 

Foster — Absent on day of voting. 

Sheridan — Ditto, only attended wxcn. 

Lord Temple — Ditto, never attended. 

** I make no comment upon this m* 
teresting manuscript ; 1 only desire that 
these several names may be adverted ta 
when the bank directors and learned 
counsel insinuate that the great ques* 
tion was carried as a party question. 



THE CONTRAST. 

Sir John Sinclair'g opiniont on Taper 

Currency f in 1810. 

'* Are not new ronds, new canals, new 
harbours, new inclosures, and new im- 
proyemeotSi of every deacription, going 
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4Hk 8NCceBs^l^yy in the midst of this tre- 
nrndonft war, with a spirit hitberta un- 
paralleled ? Is not our revenue prochic- 
tive beyond the expectation of the most 
•anguine ? And ar^; not our public loans 
procurable on the most adrantageous 
terms to the nation ? What cause then 
liave we to lament over public misery ? 

The ABUMDAKCE OP CIRCULATION, 

mhich is the great source ofcfpulenee and 
$^rengthf may be attended with some 
disadvantages ; bul inforciog any mate- 
rial diminution of that mine of natitmni 
frosperity^ would be a species pf poM- 
acaf suicide altogether unpardonable/' 
— Vide Sir John Sinclair's pamphlet, ob* 
Ibe report of the Ballion Commitee. 

Sir John Sinclair's opinion i» lt97. 
^ ♦* Having nothing but paper money in 
circulation, is attended with disadvan- 
tages of a very different nature.. In the 
first place, it is extremely . difficult to 
limit the quantity of paper to be issued 
»nd to keep it within due bounds. The 
ooinnge of paper money is too great a 
power to be entrusted either to indivi- 
duals or those who goverii a nation^ It 
is also liable to forgery. 

" In Sweden, and in several of the 
states of America, where paper money 
has been tried on a great scale, they 
have found it absolutely necessary to 
confine it within narrow bounds, or to- 
tally to prohibit it ; and the consequence 
of issuing assignats in France ought to 
be a warning to us to avoid splitting 
upon that roek on which the other na- 
tions have suffered. 

"The true plan, therefore, is that 
under which this country has so long 
prospered, namely, that of having a Jmc 
proportion of coin and paper, the one 
convertible mto the other at a moment's 
notice, according to the pleasure of the 
holder : and this leads me to state the 
plan of arranging measures for opening 
without a monienCs delay, the Bank of 
England, wliich, besides other advan- 
ti^es, wili prevent our being inundated 
with paper, (which must be the neces- 
sary consequence of the Bank being shut 
for the circulation of specie and open 
for that of paper), and we shall thus be 
enabled to look our enemies in th^ face, 
re-establish our weight and credit on the 
continent. 



^The great object, however, is to 
9pen the Bank cf Engl and, "and to en»* 
ble it to carry on its pecuniary transac* 
tipns to the extent which its resources 
will admit of, on the solid principle of 
giving either cash or paper*at the optkMl 
of t|^ applicant. — Until that is don^ 
neither public or private credit, nor 
agriculture, nor commerce, nor mmHu» 
factures, nor the income of the nation can 
go on prosperously, 

** The Bank was the pivot on which 
depended the commercial prosperity, 
not only of this country, but of ever/ 
other. The failure of any great mercan- 
tile house in any part of the continence 
it is well known, has always been fel^ 
by the whole commercial world wherever 
they were situated ; and it it only b^ 
restoring the credit of the bank, that 
centre of universal commerce, b^ in- 
creasing its capital and enabling it to 
confine its circulation within due bounds 
— and above aH, by separating fof ever 
the government and the bank, so that 
the latter shall not be a ircafi poli- 
tical Eifoivit for the coining and cir- 
culation of paper, under the cootroul 
and direction of the other, that we can 
ever expect to see this country restored 
to its former enviable situation. 

^ Whilst a fatal suspensioh hings over 
the payments of the bank, it will nor be 
in our power oo carry on the war, if it 
must continue, with that vigour and 
energy which becomes so powerful nr 
country : whereas the re-opening of the 
bank of England, from the effect it must 
have on the councils of the enemy, would 
be the harbinger of peace." — Vide Sir 
John Sinclair's Letters to the Governor 
and Directors of the Bank of Enghitkd, 
with Additional Remarks; pmblishe4 bjr 
Cadell and Davies, 1797. 



Price of Stocks. Oct. %t^ 



Bank Stock, 253 
3 per Cent 651 

3 per Cent Cons. 66| 

4 per Cent SCf 

5 per Cent Nnvy, 10# 
Long Ann. 171^ 
India Stock, 1B5 
India Bonds 23s. p* 
Exche. Bills 7s. p» 
Omnium d^dis. 
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THE WAR. 



' OR this month past the pubh'c have been anxiously expecting 
the important intelligence of a battle having been fought between 
Lord Wellington with his allied forces, the Spanish and Portu- 
guese, and General Massena and the French army, the result of 
which it was confidently predicted woold terminate in the total de- 
f^t of th^ latter, and of course the complete and triumphant vic- 
tory of the former. The account of such a battle not having ar- 
rived agreeably to the sanguine expectations of our ministerial wri- 
ters, they were quick m discovering the cause ; namely the desperate 
state of the French army, dispirited by repeated defeats and losses^ 
not only in killed, wounded, and prisoners, , but by constant deser* 
tions of fifties and hundreds in a( duy ; added to which the extreme 
scarcity of pl<ovisions, had impelled Massena to support the wretch- 
ed remains of his army on " ears of Indian com and stewed horset:'*' 
and that in cooseifuence of these accumulated disasters, he had be- 
gun his retreat : — that hb condition, in short, was so completely 
wretched as to excite the compassion of even these writers ; who 
most generously intimated that much as they detested the character, 
of tlie French general — " the minion of the Corsican usurper, of 
^ the *arch tyrant, rafamous villain, base upstart, subtle, unprind- 
" pled, vile, perfidious, base, detestable, infamous miscreant, mon- 
*' ster,and murderer,"* they still wished Lord Wellington to ** spare 
the lift;'' of his vanquished foe I 

* The editor of the Morning Post, not content with declaiming against 
the vices of ambition and tyranny, the coraraon vices of princes, but which 
the drcumstances in which the French Eroperoi has been placed, have af- 
forded him extraordinary opportunities of displaying, has thought proper to 
charge him with glorying in those propensities which are the peculiar disgrace 
of human tiatare in its most depraved state, and which are justly termed 
annatural, as indeed all vices may be said to be ; our great creator, who 
cannot be the author of evil, never having created a vicious propensity in 
any individoal the work of his hands. Not a particle of evidence has been 
produced in support of this most horrid charge against the Emperor of 
France; but from its being brought forward at the moment a number of 
K VOL. VIII. 
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It will scarcely bf credited by posterity tbtt H country t6 enl^ 
tened as Britaio, in the nineteenth century, could possibly bo dis- 
graced by such long continued effusions of mbrepresentation and 
falsehood, as those which have disgraced the daily journals of the 
metropolis for some time past. Selecting a few of the articles al- 
luded to, and rescuing them from that oblivion to which their. 
authors may well hope such effusions, from the mode of publication^ 
may be consigned, and m a warning to public writers who may sell 
themselves to future administrations and parties, we shall present 
our readers with a few extracts from the two principal ministerial 
pape^, the Morning Post, and the Courier^ and from that weather- 
cock print, the TtmeSp the editors of which with an effrontery pecu* 
liar to the present race of newspajier editors, can accommodate their 
opinions, however contradictory, to what they judge to be the one 
thing needful, their party, and of course their pecuniary interest. 

In the Times of the 18th. of October, the editor, flushed with the 
supposed consequences of the victory of Buzaco, a victory which it 
will be remembered was followed by the hasty retreat of the victo- 
rious general, remarks as follows. 

♦* But now observe what towering hopes open to ut which the country 
'' may indulge, we may say with the most perfect confidence. Massena is 
** on a remote frontier, and with an inferior army, and that army with 9U>- 
" thing but the ground it covert, as Lord Wellington staled in his dis- 
" patches; while his lordship had an open and a friendly country to retire 
** through. The onginai $eventy thousand French, exclusive of all other 
^< deductions, sunk by the single battle 'of Buzaco to tixty thousand, and 
** supposing any freih supplies to have arrived from France, yet these and 
'' more must be expended upon the garrisons of the captured towns, and in 
«< supplying the places of those who fell in the capture of them. Against 
** these sixty thousand, if there are in truth so many, the British general is 
** able to bring into the field thirty-six thousand English, and forty-fice 
<' thousand Portugueze troops of the line; the latter tried and found worth j 
** of contending in the ranks of the former; in all eighty-one thousand men. 
*^ There are besides these, the Portugueze militia, fifty four thousand in 
*' number, and the ordenania, whom Lord Wellington describes as having 
'* harrassed the flanks and rear of Massena's army even iu his advance from 
<< Celerico to Viseu : how will they infest him in-his retreat f His commit* 

wretches in this country were suffering the punishment inflicted for the com* 
mission of such crimes, it is evident that the design of the hireling writer 
in inventing this abominable lie was the more completely to inflame the 
passions of his countrymen, and reconcile them to perseverance in the war. 
Not content with this display of wickedness, the same ministerial wii- 
t«!r has cast the most atrocious libels on the chaiacter of the French £m. 
pi ess, the daughter of our late ally the Emperor of Austria : all her issue, 
' they pronounce bastards : it is needless adding what they pronounce the 
mother to be. Surely, neither the British, nor any other press, was ever ss 
Aegradei as by ih9%9 friends to *' loyalty, religion, and social order !" 
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^ nication with Almeida too (as his Iprdship's dispatches likewise informs 
** Qs) is complvtelif cut off. To all these circumstances must be added the 
" natural despondency created in the minds of ki$ men by the signal over- 
** throw at Buzacoy wherein they lost more than a seventh part of their 
^ whole bodjr. Lord Wellington retreated before an army that had not de- 
^ feated him, and that could not defeat him. Mnssena will have to escape 

" from one by which he has been already beaten It is not easy to see 

" bow it is possible for Massena to escape; and we may look with confi* 
** dence, and a kind of anticipating exultation to the opening of the future 
*' dispatches from Portugal.*' 

The same Print of Oct. 20^ noticiag the hasty retreat of Lord 
WelHogtoDy and the rapid advance of Massena, after the battle of 
Buzaco, remarks as follows:— I 

'' Still it cannot enter into our conception but that Massena must be en- 
" snring his more absolute ruin by these desperate movements in the face of 
** a superior and victorious army; they are the most singularly daring of any 
^ that ever occurred in military history. Massena may have been urged to 
" this rapid advance through the wants of his army, and the hope of antici- 
" pating by his celerity the destruction of the resources of this country ao- 
" cording to the system hitherto practiced by the English general; and i£ 
** famine is warring upon our enemy, it may have been as well to suffer so 
" vsi^fvh AN A^LY to perform its complete work, and to clear a free 
" range and scope for its operations, before we put in aid the sword : if in- 
'* deed the latter b yet to terminate the dispute, we hail it as an auspicious 
" omen that the conflict will take place near a spot already consecrated to 
^* the glory of the British name the town of Vimiera I** 

The Morning Post of October the 8th. contains the following 
statement. 

" Our accounts by the last conveyance are of the most encouraging de^ 
^ uription. They state as follows : — ^Lord Welhugton was accompanied in 
** his late movements by nearly the whole population of the country, who 
^ datroyed such psirt of their property as they were unable to- rermve; so 
" that Massena, by advancing in an exhausted country, must add to the 
** embarrassments he previously laboured under from the insufficiency of his 
** supplies. Marshal Beresford had on the !22d. ult. arrived at Sierra de 
** Bestierof, at the northern extremity of the Alcoba mountains, and by 
^ means of the divisions of Generals Trant and Spencer, formed a.junction 
" with Lord, Wellington, who in addition to the advantage of a strong meun- 
** tainous position^ has concentrated his forces, brought the Portugueze ar* 
** my within the range of his operations, and drawn nearer to his main re- 
** sources, while the enemy gets further from his supplies, is compelled to 
'* divide his forces, and is exposed to excursions from the Estrella and Al- 

" co^a mountains The whole of our gallant countrymen in arms are 

^ in excellent spirits, and most perfect order of battle, ready and anxious to 
^' meet in combat the enemies of their country and of civilized mam 1 . . . Our 
" just resentment against Massena and his army almost yields to tfiat com- 
" pauion which is the natural effect of British generosity towards a fallen 
^ enemy, and which> while we detest his atrocious crimes, bids us spare bis 
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The above are a few selected out of numerous passages of a siiiu« 
lar import which have recently filled the colunuis of our minbterial 

Erints. Whilst the conduct of the French general has been thuf 
eld up to contempt, the whole British army represented as " laugh- 
^' ing at him ;" whilst this contempt has given place to commisera* 
tion for himself and his duninished, famished army, the military 
talents the skill and courage of the British general have been repre- 
sented as superior to those of our most famous generals for a century 
past. Letters from British officers, (written we strongly suspect in 
the Morning Post oiBce,) assure As that Lord Wellington is consi- 
dered by the army as '* a second MAaLBOROUGH;" that is as the 
most consummately skilful and successful general who has apppear- 
ed since the days of that illustrious and triumphant commander. 
The British army has likewise been represented as enjoying the 
inost favourable position, to attain which has been the object of the 
wishes of Its cpmmander from the commencement of the campaign. 
So desirable is this position that tlie Courier remarks — << That Lord 
« Wellington has been beard to say, that if he could have the 
** choice of any ground to contend with the French army upon, it 
<• should be Torres Vedras, the very spot where he now is." The 
Morning Post adds — *' That nothing in nature can exceed the 
** strength of this position ; that supplies of all sorts are constantly 
«< moving from Lisbon towards the lines; waggons fifty and sixty at 
<' a time, and mules in abundance, loaded with biscuits and other 
** provisioa8.^^Prisoners and deserters arriving, three or four buo- 
** dred at a time," — Divine Providence is likewise represented as in> 
terfering in an extraordinary manner in our fovour, having granted 
£ne weather lor the conveyance of our cannon and baggage, and 
till our army all got safe into houses and huts ; when the rain in- 
stantly fell in torrents to the great annoyance and discomfiture of 
the enemy. The latter circumstance is indeed mentioned as a fact 
in a bulletin circulated by the friends of ministers ; and the Mont 
ing Post infers, as a thing of course, that the French army must 
inevitably soon be afflicted with the dysentery, anc^ other complaiats. 
Thus with an army much superior in numliers to the French, aod 
which, even the inferior part, the Portuguexe, are^ as we are effi- 
<;ia]ly assured by Marshal Beresford, fully competent to combat the 
foe ; — surrounded with every advantage of position, provisions, xeal 
of the inhabitants, &c. — with the elements, earth and heaven in 
their favour ;-r-the enemy, ou the contrary, oonsiderably diminished 
by the sword, and daily suffering Cron^famine, and dcaertion ; — under 
all these extraordinary circumstance^ it must have excited consi* 
derable surprise to find that Lord Wellington, after afibrding such 
scope for the operations of his allj/, '* famine," has not speedily 
finished his work by the sword, and long ere this time have destro}** 
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ed, taken prisoners, or dissipated the remains of the wretched army 
of the French general^ at length reduced to such a deplorable con- 
dition, as to render him, notwithstanding his wretclied character, 
and contemptible conduct, an object of compassion rather than of 
detestation ! After such accounts as we have detailed to our readers, 
and which have been repeated to the public from day to day, and 
from week to week for nearly these two months past, the intelli- 
gence given us by these writers, a few days since, falls miserably 
short of the expectations which they had so confidently raised. 
The Courier of the ISth. informs us — ^That intelligence has just ar- 
rived that Massena had begun his retreat, *' after having for some 
" time fed his army on stewed horses !" The Morning Post of the 
same date states— That Massena is retreating ; that he has already 
begun to move his heavy baggage ; that Lord Wellington meant tp 
follow him with his cavalry and light troops oni^ ; that deserters 
had been constantly coming in at the rate of from sixty to one hun- 
dred a day ; that they all agreed in representing the French army 
as suffering the extreme of want and wretchedness ; that Lord Wel- 
lington had been heard m conversation with his officers to laugh at 
Massena for gelling so completely in the mire ; but that his lord- 
ship was very secret, and, perhaps, meant tu fall upon the French 
at the last moment. The writer sums up the information received 
from his correspondents in the following words : — *' We have the 
** happiness once more of relieving the public mind from suspense and 
** false rumonrs by laying before it authentic news from our brave 
^' army in Portugal. The French are retreating, and that too with- 
*^ out daring to hazard an attack u|>on us," Great as is the falling 
off of these accounts from those we were led to expect, it appears 
by the ofiicial dispatches suice received, that even these accounts 
were as gross fabrications as those with which the writers had so 
long amused, or rather abused the public. Whether they believe 
a syllable of what they have been so confidently asserting for these 
two months past, we have our doubts; and are indeed somewhat iu- 
clioed to borrow the language of Doctor Franklin, addressed to 
certain political writers of his day :— r*' Lies, Gentlemen I All lieSp 
** which to do you justice you do not believe yourselves, although 
" you would fain have the vulgar believe them/' The event has 
already proved that Lord Wellington, so far from obtaining a fresh 
victory at *' Vimeira," thought it most prudent to make as hasty a 
retreat from that place as he has been in the habit of making from 
other places during his retrograde march of four hundred miles ; 
and that although he is endeavouring to keep up the spirits of his 
countrymen by accounts the most favourable, his situation it is evi- 
dent is not the most desirable. What apology the editors of the 
Post and the Courier mean to make to their nmled and insulted 
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readers remains to be seeo ; but the Editor of the Times after har- 
iii<», as we have seen in a preceding quotation, set at defiance aD 
ideas of truth and decency, has ventured to make some kind of 
apology to that public he has so shamefully deluded, by the fol- 
lowing article, inserted in his paper of the 24lh instant. 

*• By passing the Zezere, the enemy are also enabled to draw suppliet 
« from the nch^sl tract in Portugal (for its extent) lying on the Northera 
••banks of the Tagus from the Zeiere at Punhete, to two leagues beyond 

« Abrantes lu relation to the privations attained by Masseoft's army, 

•» it is to be understood," [the writer means Kow to be understood, for it 
#« was not found out before] «* that every peasant who has a cabio keepi 
"two oxen, with a cart: Uiese oxen are fed, not on hay, but on grain; 
•* Indian corn chiefly, h famine possible ur^der such circumstances f Ob- 
«- serve also, that the enemy will, by passing the Zezeer, be in that part 
** of Portugal where various flourishing towns have been established, not 
-from trade or commerce, but from the richness of the harvests reaped 
« from the surrounding country, so that they may be property called agn- 
» cttltttral cities. The Portuguese militia will unques^onably harrass the 

• enemy, cut off his detachments, take his hospitals and so oo, but the 

• eeneral conclusion is that it is only the shock of a regular army that can 
•» oblige him to abandon an enterprise where the reward of success is so 
•* splendid and encouraging. In this shock therefore, we suppose, if iherjj 
•^ ia auy cogency whatevefr in the preceding train of reasoning, it is I/)rd 
•* Wellington's intention to join.* 

The oflicial dispatches of Lord Wellington bring us btelligence 
down to the 10th instant; in which, after all the descriptions we 
liave been so long in the habit of reading of the mberable, forlorn, 
and dejected state of the retreating army of Masseaa, and the coa- 
lideuce expressed of a speedy, easy and 'complete triumph on the 
«(rt of our " Second Marlborough;' we are informed—" That 
•• since the date of the last dispatches, the enemy have been em- 
« ployed prracipally in reconoitermg the positions occupied by the 
« British troops, and in strengthening their own ; and that in ef- 
" fecting the former object, they have skirmished with the troops 
«« in the British outposts who have always conducled themselves 
•» well." These different skirmishes which do not appear to have 
been of considerable consequence, serve prbicipally to shew that 
fhe French are on the alert, that they are still mediating further 
attacks on the British army, and that the latter are acting on tbo 
defensive. U is likewise confidently reported, although no account 
appears in the Gazette, that General Drouet has joined Massenil 
viiih a reinforcement of 1^.000 men ; that two or tltfee attacks ha* 
been made on Abrantes, in which the French general was repulsed, 
but ihat failing to take llie town by a coup de-main, he had com- 
menced the siege, and that it must shortly fall, unless Lord Wei- 
linglon should, by defeating the enemy, prevent his purpose from 
being effected. His lordship, although he of course endeavours tf 
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pnt the best fiice on lii$ affairs* and hints at the distress of theene*' 
my for want of provisions, endeavouring to persuade ns that '* they 
•* possess no part of the country excepting that on which their artnj 
^ stands/' adknowledges that " it is impossible to form an estimate 
** of the quantity of provisions which they have found in the villages 
** on the ground which they occupy, although/' he adds, *' it it 
^< certain that they can draw none from 'any other part of the 
** country, the whole being in possession of our troops." We leave 
our readers to judge from the article just quoted from the Ttmee^ 
and from the letters of Lord Wellington, of the truik of the va- 
rious accounts in the ministerial prints of the " famished state of 
** the French army." As the Editor of the Morning Chronick 
has very justly renuirked: '* All the narratives of Count Ugolino 
" are mere trifles to the gift of starving possessed by Masseua and 
** his followers. He displayed his talent for starving, in no com« 
** moD degree at Genoa, but he has fuHy demonstrated his power* 
** of abstinence in Portugal T 

Although tHe dispatches of the British commander are long and 
.file details niintjite, there being three letters respecting one battle in 
which Major Pinto had ** one of his men, and two of the enemy 
killed/' w€ have little real information respecting the state of tiie 
two armies, or ofnhe probable termination of the campaign. — 
The following short letter, inserted in the best conducted of ouc 
daily evening prints (The Statesman) received by a person at Not-» 
tingham, from her husband serving in the British army, we believe 
contains a more just representation of the state of our army, than 
can be learned from the long-winded dispatches which have filled 
•o many sheets of Extraordinary Gazettes. 

•« Dear Wife, October 27th^ 1810. 

«< 1 have been very poorly for this fortnight back. Our mem 
*• are very sisJcly, and they die very fast. Serjeant Barks is dead 
*< and we have three more Serjeants dangerously ill. The weather 
^ is very cold and wet, and we are obliged to lie on our arms night 
*' and day. The French have driven us down near Lisbon, and 
*' here we lie upon some high hills ; the French are very near us 
*' upon some other hills ; we have 1 00 pieces of cannon upon our 
** heights, and the French have the same number upon thehr heights. 
** We expect to be engaged every rooming, and God knows it will 
«' be a very warm job whenever it does happen. We have gone 
" through twentv different towns, but not a soul but the military 
<« were to be sccti. The inhabitants all run away through fear, and 
*[ well they may ! 3d Guards." 

It appears that Massena, by his intercepted dispatches relative to 
the battle of Buzaco, claims the victory, for which he assigns the 
•aii^e reason, as on most other occasions during tiie present cam* 
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paign— 77^^ retreat of the British General; ^nd however the 
latter may he in the hahit of claiming victories^* as much sl^ he is la 
the habit of retreating, or " changing his position/' we leave it to 
every impartial |>erson to judge whether, if instead of retreating 
four hundred miles, he had compelled bis enemy to retreat the 
same distance^ he would not have alleged such a circumstance as 
demonstrative evidence, whatever his losses might have been, of 
the great advantage he had uniformly maintained over the enemy* 

It IS melancholy to observe the mutual recriminationt, respecting 
the devastated state of the unfortunate country visited by both 
armies. The British general accuses the French of practising every 
species of plunder and outrage. The French general retorts the 
charge, and descends to particulars* " The enemy," he observes, 
'* bums and destroys every thing as he evacuates the country : he 
" forces the inhabitants to abandon their houses. Coimbra, a 
" town of 20»000 inhabitants is deserted. We find no provisions, 
*' the army is subsisting on Indian com, and the vegetables which 
'' we find remaining in the ground. Lord Wellington, not darings 
•• to wait for us in the open country, endeavours to destroy everj^ 
" thing which might subsbt an army. The people of the towns 
'* and villages are very miserable ; they are compelled to serve on 
•^ pain of death. In short, no period ,of history furnishes; an ex- 
"ample of such barbarity." 

The inhabitants of countries the seat of war, have we fear the 
same grounds for complaint against their professed friends, as a- 
gainst their open enemies ; but a curious apology has been set up for 
this kind of atrocities by the editor of the Courier^ " Massena," he 
remarks, «* affects to be horror struck at the ravages we have f om- 
<< mitted in Portugal, in cutting down the com, destroying the 
«* mills, and making a desert of the country. He knows that it is 
** not the English that have done, or could have done this without 
** the consent of the Portugueze: thb part of hh leiXer pleases us, 
*' because it shews the disposition, and spirit of the people of Por^ 
*' tugal ; their unconquerable hatred of the French, their unanimous 
*' determination to resist him, with all their might and with all their 
" strength. Blighted be the corn, exclaim the gallant, loyal Por- 
" tugiiezc, and blasted the grass, wherever the hoof of Frenchman 
" treads. May the earth yield him neither food nor water! May 
" his unburied bones bleach the ground, he would have reduced 
** beneath his yoke." — It is truly curious to observe that a day or 
two after the appearance of these extraordinary exclamations put 
hito the mouth of the loyal Portugueze, an account appears in the 
same paper, of a most formidable and '* detestable conspiracy 
** which had been discovered at Lisbon, in which the higher orders 
" were principally concerned," and on whose heads the writer fe* 
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kootently callirtfown " si-rnal %vengeance." This it must be ackuow- 
kd!;e4 wajf rather an awkward incident, happening just after Mar* 
slial Bere§fiird had so warmly panegyriied " the excellent disjKisi- 
" tions of all classes of people^ shewing every where the utmost zeal 
** and loyalty in defence of their country, awl the roost decided de- 
" testation of the common ^nemy, who justly deserves it by his un- 
" warrantable conduct, and by the acts of violence and excesses 
** which. he daily commits. In alt pla«es the people rather leave 
" their homes, thanr submit to the necessity of affordiog tb^ eneiny 
** any kmd of subsistence, and thns evince a most ardent love of 
** their country !" Let the editor of the Courier, or even Marshal 
Seresford say what he will on this subject, we confess that we 
feel it somewhat difHcuU to believe, that men should leave their 
homes, *' cut down the corn, destroy (be mills, and make a desart 
** of their country,*' to shew their preference of one invading army 
to aiMther. This disposition is not in humait^ nature. What have 
the " deliverers" t>f Portugal, or of Eirrope, done for the people, or 
even proposed doing for them 1 Their avowed aim in all their un- 
cjertakiogs has been to restore that curse of the different countries, 
Ibeir old despotic governments, which had deprived them of every 
civil and religious right, pillaged them of their property, and re- 
duced them to the most wretched state of ignorance, vice, and sla« 
very. The people of Portt^l severely sufferuig from the ravages 
of their ** deliverers," as well as their invaders may naturally wisb 
.that the '' unburied bones" of both armies " might bleach the 
*< country" they had, in their diffetent turns, rendered the mclan* 
ehc^y theatre of plunder, conflagration, blood, and devastation. 

Our readers have perceived the high tone of confidence adopted 
by our ministerial journalists respecting the successful termination 
of the cavpaign on the part of Lord Wellington ; they have like- 
wise attended to the altered tone of one of them, the Times, ^ince 
the arrival of Lord WelHngton's dispatches. Let us now just 
attend to another of these intelligent, impartial, honest writers; 
The Morning Post of the 93d. and the 27tb. instant, contain the 
following paragraphs : — 

^ The fact is, that in the relative situations of the two armies, there are 
^ the circumstances of hope, on eilfier side, which are so natural in a 
** contest in which the armies of the two greatest nations in the world, are 
* opposed to each other, each under a coimnander oft^reat talent and ex- 
** perience. To be on either side perfect It/ confident of success, would be 
" unwarrantably to underrate the skiU and bravery undeniably possessed bjf 
" the other, Wt feel certainly a very considerable portion of confidence, 
'' but it does not make us hUnd to the dangers which are to be overcome, 
*' which we therefore state from time to time, as they occur to us, witboot 
** in any degree altering the opinion to which we have been led, by a com- 
^* parisoD in difficulties aad advantages !*' 

L V9L. Vllf. 
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and their hmsI tmgfiot pito^gyrisM eumQi ** stifle their fearv," m 
to the final resuit ! 

Fnmi the de$t>oiidjng language held by our jonrnalists wilhia 
these few daj^s, we shall Dot be surprised shootd it turn out that 
they are.io possession <if aeq^ iaformatioB which they do not deem 
itpnideiil to |^v^ their readers* Thefe are mdeed letters from 
iittr'afficer% whitb ^hongb they stUl boast of the superior num- 
inn of tbe allied iorccs» aaci their superior advantages over the 
«oeNiy, cdndude by expressing their appreHeasious, « that they 
*^ shall be ceknpeUed tp embark for Eaglaiid/' ShouM the cam- 
paigo thbs termittate, it will occasion little siirprfse» except to those 
persons' who have been gulled by, tbe romances of those disciples 
of SgioHp the priqciple articles of whose traffic are delusion aud 
fidsefaood 

pMliaiiient is about t» assetnble, and horn the dender hope that 
^mai^s of his MiJCSTT'a speedy reeovery. it is not improbable 
that the execatife authority will be vested in the Prince of 
Wacbs: we-ltope the nation will aol foe again insulted with the 
Jpisgustuig squabbles of the ins and tbe outs on the subject of the 
'.tegencyt his royal liigliness the betr ap|iarent, is surely arrived ^t 
SQch a period of jiis life» as safely to be entrusted with the full exer^ 
cise of the toyvi authority. Biat whatever may be the hopes or 
fcafs of different parties, we are l»ot very saugQine as to any material 
change fof the betlei, under either Ihe present Sovereign or his suc- 
cessor, wiple Ihe boroogh-^teoiigef system continues, and while the 
great nasB of the people appear, to be attentive to nothing but their 
own hnmedifita pecuniary sdfUnterest, and lo have no idea of tlie 
hijustice and folly of war hi geaerat, add in particular of that war 
in which they faavo been ao long, so utinecessarily, and so ynsnc- 
cenfuUy engaged. We ahali-tto doubt ib tlie approaching session 
t>f parbameat have nuiefa ankuadreEsion on the comluct of minis- 
• ters, and ample exposure of their sins of omission and commission 
in the geiieial conduct of tbe war. But as to the grand prin- 
ciple of that war, we agree witbLx>rd Liverpool, that there is- 
btle dlflereace ofopinbn between ministers and their opponents ; 
and as long as war aAirda sirch a vast accession of influence to tbe 
e^ktiiif adinlnistrationj and the people are content to remain IsaU" 
'H^riike, ^* strong assess crduchiag down between the two burdens'' 
with which tliey are so he^ily ioa<|ed by Church and State, and care- 
less and iiBConcemed whilst they can provide themselves with a 
little provender out of then' own liard earnings: — So long as the 
people neglect to reform themselves, and to insist on a reformation 
of their representairre body« it will signify but little in what branch 
of the royal iaoiily the execotiye authority is vested, and from 
what-part^ the Sovereign may select .bis jnii^i^ters* 
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The jiidgmeDts of hetven, like dark heavy cloads, are thickeiTmg 
and blackening over our heads ; we hai^e not the most distant pro»> 
pect of a coiicla^ou'of the waf; our c^^tmnercial difficulties and dis- 
tresses are increasing ; a heavy adttition to our deiits cfid taxes must 
shortly he our lot : our rulersi Mnator% and the balk of the people 
are siill dreaming that we are heaven's favourite^ and that we aie 
fighting for the liberties of mankind^ and for tlia tnterests ofreligioii, 
morality, and social order! Public meetings on the sut^ject of refoifa 
have by no means been so general as the necessity of the case da- 
inandSf and even at these meethigs, no remonstrance has been pro- 
posed against that frantic perseverance in war by winch we have beea 
so long distinguished, and no wish expressed for peace. « 

That hypocrisy and seff>deIusion, which has so long dbgraced as 
as a people professing Christianity, still continue to mark eran our 
most solenm services. - Our bishops have ordered the ten thousand 
clergymen of our established chorch to read a prayer every service 
during his Majesty's iadisposition, the language of wbich'-it is scarce- 
ly possible for them to use with that sincerity which can alone reo» 
der their petitions acceptable to the God of truth. Whilst e 
friend to humanity, whilst every feeling heart must be sensibl 
the afi)icted state of our sovereign, and sincerely pray that he 
l>e restored to bodily Iteallh^ and to a sound mind, who is theie 
that with *' a bleeding heart" conriders the iUnesa of ht« Majesty ai 
the greatest possible calamity which cfould ovarwhelni us» 'a«d con- 
cerning which thei^ is the utOiost - danger *' test our prayers for 
^' its removal should assume the language of complaint, and onr 
*' sorrows the character of despair ;'^ — ^language improper to be used 
but under the pressure of the severest dopensatious of PSrovideace. 
To do justibe, however, to our bishopa and clergy, we have no 
doubt but that the great body, would as readily use the same lan- 
guage of deep distress and anguish fiad they lii«d under the govenp 
ment of a Napoleon, or even under that of the Oranq Tubs. 
Ecclesiastics always deem the sovereign they flatter, the tery b^ 
of all sovereigns, past, present, or to come ! 

The Thanksgiving prayer on account of the harvest ceataios lan- 
guage still more exceptionable. The reverend body, instead i«f 
confining themselves to the language of gratitude to Crod for Jiis 
undeserved goodness, have had tbe effrontery to insuk heaven with 
complaints of the " increased agg^ssioo of the enemy." Haw these 
clerical, war-loving hypocrites forgotten that thepresent war was solely 
owing to our national perfidy, in breaking our own treaty, and that 
our rulers have uniformly rejected the reasonable terms, and tbe 
repeated overtures of the enemy for pbacb? — ^All such prayers art 
aggravations of our national sins, and abominatiom to the Lord! 
Harlow. Now. 29, lilO, B. F. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE ' ^ 

MONTHLY BEGISTERt 

FOR NOVEMBER, 1810. 



STATE PAPERS. 



SPAIN. 

INAUGURATIOK OF THfi CORTES. 

Don Nicholas Maria de Sierra^ se- 
cretary of state, principal notary of 
the kingdom, ^c. makes known, 
that the council of regency, consti- 
tnted in the royal isle of Leon, from 
the 2$d. instant, in expectation of 
the wished-for moment of the instal- 
lition of the general and cxtraordi- 
^Ittry Cortes, after having repeated 
"tfkB summons of convocation, circu- 
ited by the central junta, the open* 
ing of which meeting was fixed for 
this day; having caused it to be 
preceded by a most solemn public 
supplication for three days, to im- 
plore of the Father of Lights that 
lilumi nation which is requisite for 
fulfilling the sublime objects of a 
congress of which there is no exam- 
pip in preceding ages, in respect of 
the universality of the national re- 
presentation, which has been orga- 
nised and assembled; having ar- 
ranged that, in order to accomplish 
as much as possible what is requisite 
for the provinces unhappily occu- 
pied by tbe enemy, deputies should 
be elected to supply these deficiencies 
from the emigrants from such pro- 
vinces; and the divine inspiration 
being again implored by the mass of 
the Holy Ghost, celebrated pontifi- 
cally by the cardinal de Scala, arch- 
bishop of Toledo ; and the moment 
being now arrived when the installa- 
tion was to take place, it was ar* 
ranged, that all the senors deputies 
from the free provinces, and those 
supplied Car the provinces occupied, 
being met in the royal palace cf re- 

Vol.. VIII. 



gcncy should, in conjunction with 
the supreme council, pass forth^ to 
the parochial church of this isle, 
where the mass of the Holy Ghost 
might be celebrated, and the hymn 
of Veni Sancte Spiritus be sung ; af- 
ter which, a short exhortation being 
delivered, the senors deputies were 
to niake profession of fidelity, and 
take the necessary oath. All wbicb 
was prepared and executed with that 
dignified grandeur' which the inte- 
rest and sublimity of the object re- 
quired, and the following senors as* 
sembled in the said palace and hall 
destined for their reception. 

[Here follow the names of the de- 
puties for the different provmces, a* 
mounting to 140 persons.] 

These all passed forth at half past 
nine in the morning, with the coun- 
cil of regency, all the troops of the 
royal household and those of the ar- 
my quartered here being drawn up; 
and walking to the parochial church, 
mass was celebrated by the above* 
mentioned prelate: upon wnich, af- 
ter the Gospels, and a short and 
plain exhortation from the most se- 
rene senor president Don Pedro Que- 
vido, bishop of Orense, 1 repeated 
twice, in a loud voice, the following 
formula of the oath: — " You swear 
to the holy catholic apostolic and 
Roman religion, without admitting 
any other in these kingdoms } You 
swear to preserve, in its integrity, 
the Spanish nation, and to omit no 
means to free it from? its unjust op- 
pressors? You swear to preserve to 
our beloved sovereign senor D. Fer- 
dinand VIL all his dominions, and 
failing him, to his legitimate succes- 
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sors ; and to make all possible efforts 
to deliver bim from captivity, and 
re-place him on the throne? You 
swear faithfully and legally to fulfil 
the trust which the nation has com- 
mitted to your care, guarding the 
laws of Spain, without hindrance 
to your making such alterations, 
changes* asd modiiications, as the 
good of the nation may require K* 
And all the deputies having answer- 
fit ^ We so swear," they passed, two 
by two, to touch the biiok of the 
Holy Gospels ; and this being con- 
cluded, the senur president said :— 
** If you shall thus act, may God 
Inward you ; and if not, may he re- 
quire it at your hands." This was 
immediately followed by the hymn, 
Veni SoHCte Spiritus, and Te Dam^ 
lieing sung with gravity and solem- 
nity ; and the ceremony being closed, 
they re-passed in the same order to 
the hall of the Cortes. The dcpu* 
ties having there taken their places, 
and the council of regency being 
stationed near the throne, the scnor 
president pronounced a very energe- 
tic though short discourse, in which, 
pointing out the disorganization and 
confusion of the times in which they 
were installed^ and the obstacles, al- 
most insurmountable, presented by 
existing circumstances to the worthy 
and advantageous discharge of a 
trust so important and perilous ; he 
concluded by bearing the strongest 
testimony to the patiiotism and ge- 
nerous sentiments of \\xq council of 
regency; adding, that they left to 
the discernment and intelligence of 
the Cortes, the nomination and elec- 
tion of a president and secretaries 
for that august congress. With this 
the inauguration was ended, the 
Cortes remained installed, and the 
council of regency retired to their 
palace, having observed in all these 
acts the majesty and circumspection 
becoming the most noble, generous, 
and invigorated of nations; accom- 
panied by a joy and applause on the 
fart of the people which it would 



be very difficult to describe. All 
which I certify as principal notary. 

N. M. DB SiBERA. 

Royal Isle of Leon, Stpt. 24, 1810. 




PROCEEDINGS OF THE CORTIS. 

CadiXf Sept, 94, — ^This momiog com- 
menced in the Isle of Leon the meeting 
of the extraordinary Cortes of all the 
kingdoms and dominions of Spain. A 
general salate from the ships ^f war ta 
the Bay, and the two forts, celebrated 
this great event, from which the hap- 
piest consequences to the nation, and 
the establishment of its independence 
may be expected. 

Sept, 28. — At ten o'clock the sitting 
opened. The powers ' of a deputy from 
La Mancha were presented, and im- 
mediately referred to the proper com- 
mittee. Perex de Castro produced a 
memoir of Don J. de Osma, Lieut '^ 
in the royal corps of artillery, the obj 
of which is, to shew the means i 
mode of raising an army of observati 
composed of 120,000 men, which sboi 
be called " The Patriot Army," and 
procuring 60 millions to clothe, ana 
and maintain it during the time of its 
inspection. The said memoir was or- 
dered to be relerfed to the committee 
of war. 

Uerera, a deputy of Estreraadura^ 
immediately rose, and demanded thai 
the sitting should form a secret commit- 
tee, since he had to propose matters of 
the utmost importance and urgency, 
which required secrecy. The question 
whether the sitting was to be secret or 
not, came now under discussion. La- 
gana said, that all subiects relative ta 
the war ought not to be publicly dis- 
cussed. Goisin supported the motioo ; 
he said, though he felt much concerned 
to exclude the public at the very open- 
ing of their sittings,^ he knew that 
the subject to be proposed required 
both secrecy and urgency; that the^vils 
which a£Ricted our armies asked moa 
imperiously for prompt remedies ; that 
he had been an eye witness of the vexa- 
tions sustamed by our soldiers, of their 
state of starvation, their nakedness; 
and added, that if the sitting were not 
to be secret, he should not hesitate pub- 
licly to state the object of his motion. 
At the end of a very animated discus- 
sion, in which several deputies took a 
share, the original motion was carried* 
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Oo tills occasion Qorislano proposed, 
tbat in order to avoid, in future, similar 
disciitsions, and the inconvenience ari- 
sing from it to the public, the sittings 
sboold always be commenced with the 
doors shut,' and that they should be 
opened after such matters as required 
lecrecy were disposed of. This propo- 
sition was acceded to, and the house 
cleared of strangers. The deputies then 
continued the sittings till six at ni^ht. 

Sep. 39. — A iitrle after ten the sittings 
commenced. The chiefs of the royal 
guards, Infantado, Castel6urida, Cas- 
tella, and Crevaukle, presented them- 
selves to take the oath, which they did 
kneeling down on a cushion : Infantado 
delivered a short speech, in which he 
ooiigratulated the Cortes on their glo- 
rious installation, and expressed the 
anxious desire of the troops of the royal 
bousebold to deserve still more and 
Bore, especially at this present time, 
•tte good opinion which they had ob- 

«ned and constantly pr^rved from 
cipnt times. Cupruany ascended the 
tribune, and read, in a very inipressive 
manner, a paper conceived in the fol- 
lowing terms : 

"In vain shall we sacrifice our re- 
pose, our health, nay our lives if it were 
required, did we not accompany the 
discharge of the sevetAl duties imposed 
on us by the honourable situation we 
bold, by a generous, voluntary, and 
disinterested act, * by which we may 
rrally deserve the title of fathers of 
the country.* — We must renounce all 
idea of personal advantage^ and^thut the 
door against all hopes — against our own 
desires, I accordingly propose to this 
august congress my opinion in the fol- 
lowing form of a decree : — * That it shall 
not be lawful for any deputies or mem- 
bers of the Cortes, whether they com- 
pose the present congress, or may be 
appointed hereafter, during the time 
tbey perform the functions of deputies, 
and within two years after, to solicit or 
accept, either for himself or any person, 
any employ, pension, distinction, or 
&vour from the executive government, 
provisionally appointed, or be hereafter 
constituted, of whatever name or de- 
scription.'^ He lastly demanded that 
this decree should be comn)unipated to 
tbe regency, in order that it might be 
made known to the provinces of the 
Spanish empire for tneir satisfaction, 
And to the world at large as a matter of 
^qiiratiou. 



Haerta immediately rose and said, 
that he had entertained the same idea, 
and actually prepared tbe form of a de- 
cree, which on the preceding day be 
communicated to Capmany. 

The latter produced ~ thereupon the 
project of a decree alluded to by Huer- 
ta, which being read, was found to be 
more rigorous and severe than that of 
Capmany. The latter was therefore put 
to the vote, and passed by a consider- ' 
able majority, with the addition of this . 
clause. " Excepting such employs as 
are obtained by senionty, or granted for 
notorious extraordinary services render- 
ed to the country, and which in the es- 
timation of the Cortes shall deserve an 
extraordinary reward." 

This decree had hardly been sanc- 
tioned, when Ilermedo rose and said, 
in an audible voice, yet without addres- 
smg himself to any particular person, 
^ that all this was null and void, it U^ 
ing the result of a tumultuary proceed- 
ing." He was called to order by Perei 
de Caslio, and explained. 

The President then touched the bell, 
and pvt the qnestjon to the vote, whe- 
ther the prohibition to obtain employs 
ought to be extended to one year alter 
tbe performance of tbe functions of de- 
puties shall have ceased. On this occa- 
sion it was detenniiicd that tbe deputies 
ought to give their order by saying in dn 
audible voice, Yes or No. The question 
put by the president was decided in the 
affirmative, by a superiority of 51 to 41. 

The sitting was closed at three in the 
afternoon. 

Sept, 30.—This day's sitting was re- 
solved into a secret committee of the 
whole Cortes. About twelve o*clock the 
Duke of Orieans arrived on horeback, 
in the uniform of a Captain-General. 
He entered the portico adjoin iug the 
Session-hall, where he continued about 
an hour, till some of the deputies arriv- 
ed, and bad a conference with his higli- 
ness, which lasted about five minutes, 
when the Duke remounted his horse, 
and retained to Cadiz. 

The congress rose at half past three 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

Oct. 6.~The sittings of the 2d began 
at bait past ten a. m. and coutintied in 
a public manner till a quarter before 
two, when it was ordered to be cleared. 
The following persons were admitted tn^ 
take their oaths : — The deacon of tli€ 
council of Castile and that ofthelndies; 
the deacon of oi'der> u«d tbiu belonging 
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to the state ; the captain {eDeralt of the 
fleet and of varioos departmenu ; the 
intendants of the army and marines. 
Some of the foregoing sentlemen ad- 
dressed his Majesty, in whose name the 
president of the Cortes replied. During 
the whole of the sitting only what con- 
cerned the Americans formed the sub- 
ject of discussion. A representation 
pom the European Americans was read, 
in which they request to have a repre- 
•entadre, or at any rate an exposition 
in the Cortes, and as a reason they al- 
ledge, that America contains 75,000 
Europeans, which were deprived of a 
representation in this august assembly ; 
and further they ui^ their merits and 
the sacrifices and gifts they have made 
as a reason why such a request ought 
not to be disre^ahJed. Several mem- 
bers, both Americans as well as belong- 
ing to the peninsula, spoke against the 
petition, and proved the absurdity of 
making a distinction between Creoles 
and Europeans, when they only formed 
one fiimiJy, or one nation ; and that the 
lot which happened to fall upon the 
one, was equally liable to have fallen 
on the others, &c. 

There is no doubt that ^ said request 
is totally void of pfoprietjr, and therefore 
it met with no support. 

This wu followed by several American 
deputies, insisting more strenuously that 
the Cortes should declare what we have 
already mentioned in former papers. 
N — ascended the gallery, and in his 
usual pointed and pleasing manner, de- 
clared his surprize, as well as that of 
the public, at seeing a deputy on his 
knees in the gallery, entreating his Ma- 
jesty in favour of the Americans, as a 
representative of the Supreme Being. — 
«< We do not assemble here (said the 
worthy deputy in substance) to move 
the heart, hut to declare the truths nor 
should even one single voice be directed 
towards the people, but towards the an* 
gust assembly ot the Cortes.'' 

The public sitting concluded at two 
<^*clock, but they sat privately till three 
o'clock. 

Oct. 3.—- The sittings began at the 
same hour as yesterday. The question 
respecung the Americans was again dis- 
cussed. N— said, that he regretted to 
see the time spent in discussing a sub- 
ject which as yet hod no existence ; that 
they were treating about the confirma- 
tion of two decrees of the centralmnta, 
which bad not yet been read in the as- 



•eaibly; that cming to Aeir want of 
precedents the Cortes were ckprivad m£ 
that instruction to requisite to sanctioa 
the said decrees ; that to htm the nmt 
obvious way seemed, without enteriiif 
farther into the discussion, to ask infiir* 
nation from the council of India, who 
would give their opinion conformably to 
the laws of India, their regnbtioos, re- 
sources, and other informations; mad 
that ailer this, the Cortes might deddo 
with accuracy on so delicate a poiat. 

In reply, it was observed, thkt it was 
not requisite to hasten the decision of 
the assembly! that it was sufficient that 
a day for voting on the said sobyect 
shonhi be fixed on, provided it were not 
distant. And it was urged that, to this 
effect, they ought to have in mind that 
the proposed decrees would impart a fresh . 
stimulus to the liberality of America ; 
that without resources it was not pos- 
sible to continue the war ; and that the 
money came from America. 

N — hereupon said, that the Indiaits 
must feel themselves hurt at beii)^ de- 
clared now free, since they never had 
been slaves ; and that the laws had al- 
ways granted to them not only the rights 
of liberty, but also some prerogaii\T9, 
in addition to those accorded to the Spa- 
niards themselves: that some persons, 
well-informed in the laws, customs, and 
character of the Indians, had observed, 
that the best means to favour the In- 
dians was to insist on the observance of 
their laws : that neither ought they now 
to speak of pardon for those which had 
any share in the distuihances at the Car- 
raccas, because the word might justly 
offend them, as pardon always implied 
crime : that the regenpy had dispatched 
a counsellor, invested with full powers, 
who, perhaps before that timej^ had 
takea every necessary measure. 

N^- spoke in favour sf the proposed 
decrees, and said, that as they were ' 
not at present going to be sanctioned^ 
he would reserve what be had to say 
concerning the forming speech. 

The commandant of royal carabineer! 
presented himself to take his oath. 

The proposals for the appointment of 
a commission, iiititled the ** commissioii 
of justice,^ was again brought forward^ 
After a slight discussion, in which it was 
agreed that it neither ought to be styled 
** of justice," nor to assume any shara 
of the judicial power deposited in the 
judges, a question was proposed, whe- 
ther or no a <^mniission should bs ap- 
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and propose to the Cortes, themeasufet 
vhiCD might be taken ro obtaio a spee- 
dy and impartial administration of jus- 
tice; and almost all voted for the comr 
Biission. It was alno agreed, that the ^ 
ptgenejr shoold remit all the docamentt 
and papers relative. to the Cortes. 

A commission of th^ public revenue 
was also insisted on; ana was, in point 
of &cty agreed to; but the persons who 
were to form it were not named; be- 
•aase it was. alleged the necessity of ha- 
ving some time, in order that the ap- 
pointment should be more accurately 
made; and the sitting was thus closed 
•t about two o'clock. 



ACTS OF C0UTE8. 

Don Ferdinand VII. by the grace 
•f God, King of Spain and of the 
ladies', and in his absence and cap- 
tivity the council of regency, autho- 
' rised ad interim, to all whom these 
presents come : — Know ye, That in 
the|general and extraordinary Cortes, 
assembled in the royal isle of Leon^ 
it is resolved and decreed as follows. 

** The deputies who compose this 
congress, and who represent the Spa- 
nish nation, declare themselves legi- 
timately constituted in general and 
extraordinary Cortes, and that in 
them resides the national sovereignty. 

^ The general and extraordinary 
Cortes of the Spanish nation, assem- 
bled in the royal isle of Leon, con- 
forming wholly to the general will, 
pronounced in the most energetic 
and public manner, acknowledge, 
swear, and ploclaim anew, as their 
only and legitimate sovereign, Senor 
Dun Ferdinand VII. of Bourbon: 
and declare null, of no value or ef- 
fect, the cession of the crown said 
to be made in favour of Napoleon, 
not only on account of the violence 
which attended those unjust and il- 
legal acts, but principally on ac- 
count of their wanting the consent 
of the nation. 

** It not being suitable' that the le- 
giilativc power, the executive and 
judicial, should be united; the gc- 
imu\' and extraordinary Cortes ds-t 



clare tfaat Aeiy reserve to themselves 
the exercise of the legislative power 
in all its extent. 

^* The general and extraordinary 
Cortes d^lare, that the person to 
whqm they delegate the executiv<» 
power, in the absence of our legiti-^^ 
mate King and Lord Don Ferdinand 
VII. are responsible to the natioa 
during the time of their administra- 
tion, conformably to the laws. 

'* The general and extraordinary 
Cortes authorise the individuals of 
the council of regency, that th^, 
nndernhat same denomination, in 
the mean time, and until the Cortes 
choose a government more suitable^ 
exercise the executive power. 

" The council of regency, acting 
under this authorization, declared 
anteriorly, shall acknowledge the 
national sovereignty of the Cortes, 
and shall swear bbedience to tb« 
laws and decrees which emanate from 
them ; for which purpose, it shall pass 
immediately, when this decree is 
made known to it, to the hall of the 
sittings of the Cortes, who wait/or 
its [performing this act, and are in 
permanent sitting. 

** It is declared, that the formula 
of the acknowledgement and oath, 
to be taken by the council of regen* 
cy, is as follows : — 

' Do you acknowledge the sove- 
reignty of the nation represented by 
the deputies of this general and ex- 
traordinary Cortes ? Do you swear 
to obey their decrees; laws, and the 
constitution to be estaiilished ac* 
cording to the sacred ends for which 
they are united, and to order them 
to be observed, and to maxe them be 
executed ? — to preserve the indepen- 
dence, the liberty, and integrity of 
the nation ?— ^thc catholic apostolic 
Roman religion? — the monarchical 
government of the kingdom ? — to re- 
establish on the throne our beloved 
King Don Ferdinand VII. of Bour- 
bon ?— and to ^ct in every thing for 
the good of the slate ? — According 
as vou act thus, may Gud assist 
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joti ! bot if othenri^ yon sbal) be 
sespoiisible to the nation conforma- 
\Ay to the laws/ 

^ The gfseral and extraordinary 
Cortes appoint, for the present, that 
all the tribnnaU and courts of jus- 
tice established in the kingdom do 
continue administering justice be- 
cording to the laws. 

** The general and extraordinary 
Cortes confirm, for the present, all 
tfie civil and military authorities, of 
whatever class they may be. 

^ The general and extraordinary 
Cortes declare, that the persons of 
the deputies are inviolable, and that 
BO action can be brought by any 
anthority, or any individual, against 
the depultes, except in the terms 
whfch shall be laid down in the ge* 
tieral regulation about to be formed, 
end for which purpose a committee 
shall be appointed. 

*♦ The council of regency shall be 
Biiade acquainted with this, and shall 
forthwith pass to the hall of the sit- 
tings of the Cortes, to take the oath 
pointed out ; deferring the publica- 
tion and circulation of this decree 
in the kingdom, till the Cortes point 
out how it is to be done, which shall 
\t declared with all expedition* 

" R. L. De D«iT, President. 
** l:. P. De Castro, Sec." 
• ^d Isle o/Leom, SepL 24, 1810, 

c/ 1 1 Q* clock at night. 

By a second decree, dated the 
^5th. of September, the Cortes arc 
to be addressed by the title of Ma- 
jesty ; and the executive power by 
that of highness. — ^The publication 
of the laws which emanate from the 
Cortes is to be made in the following 
manner: — ^ 

^ •* Don Ferdinand VIL by the 
^race of God, King of Spain and the 
Indies, and in bis adsence and cap- 
tivity the council of regency, autho- 
rised ad ititerifff, to all whom these 
prpfionts come: know ye, that in the 
general and extraordinary Cortes as- 
sembled in the royal isle of Leon, it 



has been resolved and decfeed m$ 
follows, &c." 

The same deci^ee requires all dvil, 
military, and ecclesiastical authori- 
ties, to acknowledge and take the 
oath of obedience to the ^sneral 
Cortes of the nation. 

Memorial^ addressed hy the Couneil ef 
Bjegency to the general and extraordk' 
narj/ CorieSf and thp Mfitfal Decree, 
in answer, 

'« Senor, 
*' TJie pouncil of regency desires nor 
thing with so much ardor as to convioc^ 
the nation of the profound rtitpect wliick 
it feels for the laws, ami of its prope? 
performance of the arduous functiony 
which have been committed to its 
charge. Guided by this priociple, whidt 
shall always be the rule of its conduct^ 
it hesitates not a moment to take the 
oath of obedience to the laws and de- 
crees which emanate from the Cortei^ 
agreeable to the copy of the decree vrhick 
vouc Majesty addressed to the ooonctl 
by a deputation. 

^ In that same decree, by which yout 
Majesty reserved to yourself the exer- 
cise of the legislative power in all its ex* 
tent, it was appointed that the council 
of regency shomd, in the mean time, and 
until the Cortes elect a gevemment 
which may be more suitable, exercise 
the executive power, under responsibi- 
lity to the nation, conformably to the 
laws. The council of regency cannot 
stir a single step in the (lifl^uit career of 
the authonty entrusted to it without 
knowing before-hand the precise limits 
of the responsibility to whiqh that decree 
subjects them ; for how can they regu* 
late themselves by It, if they know uei« 
ther its latitude uor the boundaries by 
which it is circumscribed ? If it be not 
clearly and distmqtly pointed out, what 
are the obligations of the executive pow- 
er, and what are the powers chat are 
conceded to it } Without tlib clear and 
precise distinction, the responsibiliry ex- 
pressed in the decree will remain witli- 
out eflect; for the liof of separation be- 
tween bath powers, not bemg filled by 
our ancient laws, nor the powers pecu- 
liar to each, the council of regency will 
fiud itself between two extremes, iri 
danger of stumbling upon either, not- 
withstanding all Jt may do to avoid it ; 
either at one «me ei^rcising an autbori* 
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ty, which may, m the opiDiOD of the 
Cortfs, not be cemprehended in the at- 
tiibutes of the execod^ or omitting at 
tnotber time,^ fronuthe Mune respect for 
the lavs* to use those powers wnich are 
oecessar ily incladed in the idea of the 
executive government, and the free and 
expeditious exercise of which is at pre- 
sent rendered mere necessary than ever 
by the circumstances of the state. In 
pmportioD as these circumstances impe- 
riously demand that there be a rapid and 
cootinoed communication between the 
two authorities, in order that they may 
contribute, by their combined efforts, to 
the salvation of the country, so it must 
be of the greatest importance that the 
mode of pursuing that object be fixed 
and esUblished by a deeree. 

« Tbeeouncil of regency awaits, there- 
lore, your M^esty's declaration;— first, 
what are the obligations annexed to the 
Kspoasibility imposed by the said de* 
cree, and what are the distinctive pow- 
ers which are entrusted to the executive; 
secondly, what rule or order is to be 
(allowed in ibe communications which 
most necessarily and continually take 
place between your Majesty and the 
•ouocil of regency. 

^ FeANCISCO p£ SAAyEDRA* 

« Xavier De Castanos. 
** Antonio Db Escano. 
" M. De Larwzabal Yuribe. 
^ Royal IsU of Leon, Sept. 26." 

** The general and extraordinary 
CortcR declare, that in the decree of 
the 24th of September of this year, 
Kmits have not been fixed to the 
powers which are proper to the exe- 
cutive, and that till a regulation be 
formed by the Cortes which may 
mark them out, tt do exercise all 
that power which may he necessary for 
the defence, security, and administra- 
turn of the state in the present critical 
circumstances ; and also that the re- 
spmuHnlity which the council of re 
geney requires, exclude only the abso* 
lute inviolability which belongs to the 
sacred person of the King. With re- 
gard to the mode of communication 
between the council of regency and 
the Cortes, till these shall esUblish 
a more convenient one, the mode 
■ew adopted shall bt followed. This 



shill be communicated to the cnu»- 
cil of regency in answer to their 
memorial of the 26th of the current 
month. 

** Given at the royal isle of Leon, 
at four in the morning of the 27Ul« 
of September, 1810. 

*< R. L. Db Dof, President. 
^ « E. P. De CASTfto, ^ 

** M. LuxAK, 



'Secsi 



Decree against accepting of Placm 
and Pensions. 

Sent. 50« 

In the sitting of the Cortes of this day, 
it has been lesolved ; that none of tfaar 
deputies, whether those now attending^ 
or those that may hereafter be admitted 
to complete their number, shall be per- 
mitted during the period of their exer- 
cising those functions, and for a year mfi- 
terwards, to solicit or accept for them- 
selves, or to solicit for any other persom 
whomsoever, any pension, favour, or re- 
ward, or any honour or diistinction what- 
ever, from the interim executive power, 
nor firom any other government that may 
hereafter be appointed under any design 
nation whatsoever. From this regulation^ 
however, it is understood, that those 
persons be exempted, who, from ranlc 
or age, are accustomed to succeed, ac- 
cording to the rules, or statutes, whidi 
are observed in military, ecclesiastic^ 
and sivil bodies ; and, at the sajne time, 
sue :) cases as may occur, in which ex- 
traordinary and professedly superior ser- 
vices performed in behalf of the King 
and the country, may deserve, in tiie 
opinion of the Cortes themselves, a re- 
ward also extraordinary. Tlie Cortei 
direct us to communicate this to your 
excellency, that the council of regency, 
receiving the information, may take such 
measures with respect to the public of- 
fices, as to carry the resolution into its 
full effect — God preserve your excel- 
lency many years. 

E. P. DE Castro, President. 
M. LuxAN, Secretary. 



SPANISH AMERICA. 



R£V0LUTI0V IN BUENOS AY&ES.^ 

Oi¥ the 22d of May, the Cabildo 
of Buenos Ayrcs, with the consent 
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of tb€ Viceroy, held a general nieet- 
kig of the inhabitants, to deliberate 
upon the proceedings to be adopted 
m consequence of the melancholy 
accounts just received from the mo- 
ther country. The result of their 
deliberations was, that the supenor 
government of the province, pre- 
viously exercised by his excellency 
D. Baltasar Hidaico do Cisneros, 
should 'be transferred to the Cabildo, 
until the appointment of a provi- 
sional superior junta, which latter 
body should carry on the govern- 
ment according to law, and in the 
name of Ferdjnand VII. until a ge- 
neral congress could be convoked of 
deputies from all (he provinces in 
the viceroyalty, for the establish- 
ment of such form of government as 
might be deemed most convenient. 
On the 24th, the Cabildo issued 
a proclAroation, constituting a cer- 
tain number of persons a superior 
junta, and notifying their appoint- 
ment to the people. A considerable 
body of the most respectable of the 
inhabitants, including the comman- 
dants and officers of the volunteer 
corps, expressed themselves dissatis- 
fiod with the election made by the 
Cabildo. The consequence was^ that 
the proclamation of the 24th was 
revoked, and a general meeting of 
the inhabitants was held on the 25th, 
in front of the town-house, to receive 
a fresh list of members. 

The Cabildo, aAer some delibera- 
tion, made their appearance in the 
balcony of the town house, and pro- 
posed to the |)eople that the provi- 
sional superior junta should consist 
of D. Coraelio Saavcdra, as presi- 
dent, and military commandant ge- 
neral ; Dr. D. Juan Jose Castelli, Dr. 
D. Manuel Belgrano, D. Miguel Az- 
Cuenaga, D. D. Manuel Alverti, D. 
Domingo Mateu, and D. Juan lar- 
rea, as ordinary members ; and Doc- 
tors D. Juan Jose Passa, and D. 
Mariano Moreno, as secretaries. — 



4'.»»«<»«.vr «..N,.^..w, ^ ^ — »..^«. TKiea wiui rail powers, signed dy toe 
The people, upon the proposition of electors and magisuates of the difo«at 



the Cabildo, agreed upon the follow 
ing articles :— 

1. That a new jonta of gov^nmenC 
be appointed, to consist of the names 
in the list then read, and to exercise the 
powers of government until the establiili- 
ment of a general junta for the vice- 
royalty. 

9, That the said persons forthwith 
present themselves in the town-house, 
and take an oath well and fiiithfUMj to 
discharge their functions, panctuatiy to 
observe the laws of the kiiM^ma, and 
to maintain the Intm4ty of that pan df 
the dominions of America in ftvoar of 
their beloved sovereign Ferdinand VH. 

3. That upon taking the said oadoy 
tliey be instantly recognized, and nai- 
versally obeyed as the depositories of 
the superior authority, until the nieetin| 
of the general junta, under die usim3 
pains and penalties. 

4. That they appomt to all oflSoes va- 
cant by resignation, death, absence, sick- 
ness, or removal. 

5. That the people reserve a right of 
superintending thetr proceedings, and^ m 
case qfjaiiure in the discharge of tkeir 
duties, of proceeding to their depositimh 

for which sole purpose the Cabildo skeU 
resuim the power conferred on it 6y the 
people. 

6. That the junta are responsible for 
the preservatioa of th^ public peace aod 
good order, 

7. That the junta shall exercise no 
act of judicial power, hut that the wsaat 
remain vested in the royal audience, 
with regard to all processes to which the 
government is not a part. 

8. That the junta on the first day of 
every month, publish a detailed state- 
ment of the administration of the royal 
revenues. 

9. That no impost or burden whalso- 
eyer be laid on the town or inhabitanU 
without the previous advice and consent 
of the Cabildo. 

10. That the junu forthwith send ar- 
eolar orders to the magistrates in the 
interior to assemble the most respecta- 
ble and soundest part of the inhabitants 
in their respective jurisdictions for the 
election of deputies, who are to repair 
without delay to Buenos Avra^ to con- 
sult about a suitable form of^yemmcnt. 

11. That the represenutives be pro- 
vided with foil powers, signed by the 
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duet and towns, to be produced on 
their arrival in the capital ; which in- 
atroments shall contain a solemn en- 
gagement to recognize no other for their 
sovereigns than Ferdinand VII. and his 
lawfbl sfucdessors, and to ohey buch {^ 
vemmeot as shall lawfully represent the 
same. 

In addition to the above articles, 
it was understood between the Ca- 
bildo and the people, that the junta 
should have in readiness, within 'a 
fortnight, a force of 500 men, to 
proceed into the interior; the ex- 
pcnceof the levy and expedition to 
be defrayed by the salaries of D. B. 
H. tic Cisneros, and such public 
boards as the junta migbt think fit 
to reduce; care, however, fcieing'had,* 
at the express desire of the ^plp, 
that none of th^ said oncers.. sltould 
be wholly unpi^vided fon/ 

The member* of the m«w govfcrn- 
inent entered 'upoO office en the* 
S6*th of May ^> and atinouilcetf ihei?. 
installation to the iitbabitanis fa^the 
fultoMrvhg , . : .^^ 

f* JPROpLAIfiM-XOir. :^ 

The propiswwl governing Ju^ia of the 
capiUit 1^'tie Rio de la Plata to the 
inhahitantz theredf, and to (he Pro* 
vinces withifi its jurisdiction. 
Yon have now established that au- 
thority which removes the uncertainty 
of opinion and calms every apprehension. 
General ■ acclamations mivnifest yaur 
decided pleasure, which alone could 
overcome our tnnidity, to take upon 
ourselves the serious charge to which 
the honour of your election subjects us. 
Fix then your confidenclk m us, and rest 
assured of our intentions. 

A sincere dispaaitioo, an active zeal, 
alhrelv and assidious vigilance to pro- 
vide, ny all possible means, for the con- 
seri'ation of our holy rehgioh, the ob- 
servance of the laws which govern us, 
the coromo/i prosperity, and the main- 
tenance ^ffHiese possessions in a state of 
^be /most constant fidelity, and attacb- 
nynt to our f[reatly beloved King and 
\jbrd D. Ferdinand VII. and his lawful 
Successors to the crown of Spain — are 
not these ' your sentiments ? The same 
are the great objects of our efforts. Rely 
Upon our vigilance and activity. Leave 
to our care every thing connected with 
the public canse, that depends upon our 



meona and pon^rers; and be it your soli- 
citude to cherish the strictest union, . 
and a reciprocal concord in the effusions^ 
of affection. Extend to all the provinces ' 
within our jurisdiorion, and, it possible, 
to the ends of the earth, the persuasive 
influence of the example of your cor- 
diality, atjd of the genuine interest,; 
with whic|) one and allof us sliould co- 
operate in the consolidation of this im- 
portant work. This would estiftblish, on 
the most solid foundation, the' general 
tratiquillity and bappioess^tbe objects of 
all our wishes. 
Royal Foriress ofBuenoi Ayrta, 
May 96, 1810. 

COHNELIO DB SaAVEDBA, &C, i 

The same day the junta issued », 
proclamatioa for forming of, tbe , 
infantry, already in arms, into rc^. 
gimc'nts of' U ift effectives ea^rb, and 
making ^ addrtional levy t|irough- 
out the provinces. Tbcy lay .douH 
the ^rindif»le tbnt every lAbabitant 
is a soldiery, but remarkins; that ther 
public ^fety requires that tbera, 
should be a permanent regular force^ 
consisting of su^h as can best be 
spaced for that service; liw?y limit., 
the levy in tbe present instance to^ 
all persons between eighteen and 
forty jears of age, without any visi-. 
ble moans of livelihood, or unem- 
ployed in the public service, or the 
exercise of any mechanic art,, trade, 
or profession. They inform thepco- . 
pie that they have taken measures 
to procure a supply of arms adequate 
to the increase of their force. 

" The nations of tbe old world,'- 
observes the proclamation in ques- 
tion, ** never witnessed a spectacle 
so affecting as that which vi^ have 
exhibited. When your spirit was 
supposed to be completely exhausted - 
by the affliction you were plunged 
into by the melancholy * situation of. 
the Peninsula, you, by an heroic 
effort resolved to avenge so many 
misfortunes, and to teach the gene- 
ral opprcs9f)r of* Europe that the 
American character opposes to his 
ambition a still stronger barrier 
than the immense ocean which has 
hitherto 9fii l^ounds toj^iiscnteprizes/* 
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Another preclaroatbi» of thesnme 
date, orders ihe pcrformaVicc of a 
solemn mass on the SOth^ as an act 
of tbanki^^iving for the installation 
of the junta, and the happy termina- 
tion of the alarm excited by the 
tKJws received from Spain* It further 
denounces the severest punishment 
against a] I persons guilty of disobe- 
djcnce to the magistrates, or of sow- 
10^ 4i vision between the American 
provinces respectively, or between 
the Spaniards of America, and those 
of Europe. It also directs, that the 
highest degree of ivspect should be 
shewn to the late governor, not only 
onaccOKUtof his known character 
and patriotism, but also for his 
handsome offer of serring under the 
junta in any capacity Uiey might 
think fit. 

- The inhabitants of Monte Video 
hid resolved to adhere to the pro- 
ceedings of the inhabitants of Bti«no8 
Ayres. The last accounts from that 
settlement are of the 25th of May, 
at which <imc the tttmoit tranquil- 
lity prevailed there. 

The provisional junta of govern- 
ment of the provinces of Rio de la 
Plata, in the name of the King, Fer- 
ffinand the Vllth. communicates the 
following order respecting the mode 
-«f conducting public business. 

1. The Junta will meet daily in the 
royal fort, where the jjresident will re- 
side, and business will be transacted 
ttxm nine in the morning till two in the 
evening, and from five till eight at nighu 

% All the concerns of the treasury 
will be conducted there in the offices of 
the respective departments. 

3. The department of secretary of 
siat^is under the direction of Dr. D. 
Jaan Jose Passo, and ihat of war 
under the directkm of Dr. D. Mariane 
Moreno. * , . 

4. In ihe decrees on subjects relauntf 
to the capital, on inferior matters, and 
In oertain eases where l^t dispatch is 
required, the signntore of the president, 
aiilhenticated by his secretary, wjU be 

sufficient. " ,^ j v. ji. 

5. Id matters thnt are to be deadedby 
the Junta, the president and ten mem- 
bets will form a jtooroin, ba; >D affiiirs 



of hij^h import to the government, every 
member roust concur in the measure. 

0. In statements and official papei^ 
addressed to the whole junta, the neoi- 
bers are to be styled their Esoelleucies, 
but no such distiaction is to be paid t# 
the members individually. 

7. The military are lo pay the sara» 
honours to Uie junta, M bifiire the vice- 
roys, and, on other occasions, they ar^ 
to take tbie same rank.. 

8. The president is to receive the 
same compliments as is bestowed upou 
the junta m a body, and on all occa- 
sions and circmnstances. 

0. Matters relating to the disposid of 
places ane to be laid before the juBta» as 
before to the viceroys, without preji*- 
dice to the alterajtions necessary from 
the alteration of affairs in the Peninsula. 
10. Each citizen is allowed lo^nd t» 
each metnber, or the whole junta, and 
tosute what he thinks conducive to the 
causeof public happiness and security. 

D. MoRUMO Moaaso, SecreUcy. 
Bumm4}frt$, Mqy, 88, 18i0. 
Jonrndl of the ProteetUngi "tchick took 
piops m the CUjf^ o/Mmioza from 
the ISth of June^ written by the 
Deputy of that City. 1810. 
Whcm this city applauded, with 
transports- of joy, the installation of 
the new government of Buenos Ayres, 
and was on the point of nominating 
a deputy, being the wish of all ila 
inhabitants, it received an extraodi-. 
nary courier from the governor of 
Cordova, directing that no obe(H-' 
encc should be paid to that junta,* 
being illegally installed, and for. 
which reason neither that Cabildo, 
that of Monto Video, nor Ihat of 
Salta would acknowledge its autho* 
rity, and to await the orders of the 
Viceroy of Lima. These orders, so 
contrary to the determination of the 
junta, and to the wishes of thepeo-, 
pie, caused consiilerablo coastcnm- 
tion, and had the effect of creating 
three violent parties, encouraged by 
the governor, who bad it in his pow- 
er to destroy them. — In this situa- 
tion and the delay in convocation 
for the nomination of a deputy, bo-^ 
fott; s^ition should gain tlie ascen- * 
dancyi taking. into coxnidenuioii tbo- 
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govemo/s intentions, as expressed 
HI another letter of the 22d ot June, 
repeating his former orck^s, and 
iending us a copy of the proceedings 
of the Cabildo of that town, he pro- 
claimed, with great enthusiasm, that 
the town should instantly proceed in 
the nomination of a deputy, naming 
the most respectable ^persons for that 
purpose.' The cabildo heard the 
Yoice of the people; the congress 
was formed the following day, the 
ftSd of June., With one unanimous 
voice it was agreed that this town 
should unite itself to the capital, and 
appoint a deputy to represent it. — 
To this the ministers of finance, Don 
Domingo Torres, Bon Joaquin Liano, 
and the Commandant, Don Fausti- 
non Ansey, objected, and from their 
opposition the nomination of a de- 
puty was delayed until the 25th. — 
On the 524th the people waited on . 
the first alcade, in order that the 
•oo^mandant should deliver up the 
command to some other person more 
acceptable to the people. Upoji be- 
ing informed of the wish of the peo- 
ple, |he commandant immediately 
agreed to resign. At one o'clock in 
the morning be delivered up the 
•ommand, which was given to Don 
JsidroSaenzdela MaT^a, retaining his 
pay, honours, ^nd the interior ma- 
nagement of the troops, lilvcry thing 
was settled without the least disor- 
der. On the evening of the same 
day. Commandant Ans^y wrote to 
the cabildo, demanding to be re- 
instated in his command, as it was 
not the people who called for his 
resignation, but a few individuals. 
The cabilJo answered that it being 
the unanimous wish of the people, 
they should not oppose it. — On the 
ISth, we proceeded to nama a depu- 
ty, when the Regidor Don Bemarno 
Artiz was elected. — On the 26th 
and 27th, there was nothing new 
occurred, the town remained per- 
fectly tranquil.— On the 29th, at 
three o'clock in the morning, the 
commandant, iHth the obovt-roen- 



tioned ministers, took possession of 
the barracks by assault, in three dif- 
ferent points, at the same time. 
Having surprised the sentinel^ over- 
come the guard, made the officer 
prisoner, and seized the arms, the 
people confiding in their new com- 
mandant, and he on the word of ho- 
nour of the late commandant, did 
not place a competent guard at the 
barracks, under circumstances so 
critical. — At the moment the assault 
happened, the alcalde wa^ informed, 
and forgetting his illness, he went to 
the cabildo, and alarmed the town, 
the alarm bell was rung, and the 
people united. During this time 
Commandant Ansay sent for the sol- 
diers of the garrison to muster under 
pain of death, and was able lo join 
200 men, who were dragged to the 
barracks by the corporals, placing 
at the corner of the streets cannon 
loaded with grape shot, matches 
lighted, and orders to fire in case of 
necessity. This criminal disposition 
greatly incensed the people, who 
fiew to arms with a full determina- 
tion to revenge the insult heaped up- 
on them by the criminal officers of 
^e old government; but the Illus- 
trious Cabildo wishing to avoid such 
afiEital catastrophe, was able to con- 
tain the people, and sending Don 
Domingo Garcia, the Alcalde Don 
Joaquin Sosa, knd the commandant 
of the frontier, to the barracks, they 
entered into the following capitula- 
tion: — Ist. To form a complete 
union between the cabildo and the 
commandant, in virtue of which 
both parties were to govern, and to 
which eficct, all orders issued were 
Jo begin wkh the word " the govern- 
ment."— 2d. That the present force 
should remain upon the footing 
it now was on. — 3d. That a pro- 
clamation to that effect should be 
issued by the treasurer. — 4lh, As 
this union of authorities had its ori- 
gin in necessity, it was to ceifle tho 
moment the capital ordere<l to the 
fonuary.— '5th. That it is solemnly* 
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declared this mode of conciliation 
does not carry with it any obligation 
to pursue the steps of the juntas es- 
tablished, nor any other that may be 
ooatrary to the established form of 
government.— 6th. That the union 
of the different authorities shall be 
celebrated by a general illumination. 
With this the to%vn was somewhat 
appeased, and strictly adhered to 
the capitulation ; nevertheless the 
people could not entirely ftrgct the 
dishonourable behaviour of the eoro- 
noandant in assaulting the barracks, 
and putting so little value upon his 
own word of honour. — From fhis 
day until the 3d of July nothing ex- 
traordinary occurred^ when a cou- 
rier arrived from the governor of 
Cordova demanding J, 000 men to 
"he sent him; and stating, that with 
3,000 men he possessed, he was de- 
termined to defcnd{himsclf against any 
force sent to disturb the old govern- 
ment.' To this the cabildo answ^cd, 
that it was not in> their power to 
comply with his request. — This town 
still entertained strong suspicions a- 
gainst the commandant for the fol- 
lowing reasons: — Ist. Because he 
and the ministers were hostile to the 
governing junta, and expressed them- 
selves to that effect on the day of the 
election of a deputy. — 2dly. For 
Iraving expressed themselves in I he 
most disrespectful roanntr against 
the members of the junta. — 3dly, 
For having said, that with 500 Eu- 
ropeans they would subjugate the 
town, and compel it to obey the go- 
wnor of Cordova. — These fears were 
augmented by the preparations in 
powder and other warlike stores, 
made on the 10th of July by the 
commandant doubling the guards, 
loading the cannon with grape shot, 
and his orders, that from the 1 Uh 
the artillerymen should ha\'e lighted 
matches. — On the l6lh of July we 
received an express from the junta 
by Lieut.<Colouel Don Juan Moron, 
with orders to afford us every assis- 
tance in hj3 .pcwcr> at 4hc Mime tim^ 



cofnmunicatipg the agreeable intelli- 
gence of the stabillity of the junta, 
which bad the powerful effect of 
compelling the insolent conspirators 
to surrender themselves, who aW 
ready wish to acknowledge the su- 
premacy of the junta. The troops ara 
withdrawing from the barracks, and 
the criminals remain confounded with 
the enormity of their crimes. They 
will leave nothing undone in order tu 
disguise their infamous proceedings* 
»»Note. — ^The Commandant Ansay, 
and the two ministers of finance^ 
principal authprs in this horrid coor 
spiracy at Mendoxa, march prisooera 
to that city; and this town repose^ 
in tranquillity, without the least 
fear that it can again bo disturbed* 



FRANCE. 



Deereiy relating to the Debt im Hoi" 
land^^Dated, TkuilUries, Septi S3| 
1810. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the Frencii, 
King of Italy, Protector of the Confe* 
deration qf the Khine, Mediator of the 
Swiss Confederation. Wishing to en- 
sure the payment of all the arrears of 
the government of Holland, anterior to 
its union with the French Empire, we 
have decreed, and do d^ree^^ at fol. 
lows : 

TITLE I. 

Arreari of the Minhterial Services of 
Holland 
Art. 1. The 84 million^ due by the 
minister of Holland for services perfur^ 
med prior to 1810, comprise the sum 
of 2,700,000 francs, decreed bat iio( 
paid, shall be reimbursed and liquida- 
ted, according to the mauner hereafter 
stated. 

TITI.E II. 

Liquidation of the Arrears qfMiniiteriaf 
Services, 
St, There will be established at Am^ 
sterdam a council of liquidation, preti^ 
ded by a master of requests of our coun- 
cil of state.— 3. AH the arrears of debts 
for services jper formed and not paid 
shall be revised and liquidated before 
the 1st of July, 18]}.— 4. Every month, 
commencing from the 1st of November 
ncx^ U»e state of liq^i^atkiA of tba 
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precedips tnonib sImU b(i 4«pt.}\y the 
arch-treasurer to our nuuister of finance, 
to be submitted to. opr apnrobntian.--^ 
5. Our ministry of finance snalt transmft 
tlie state <H' liquidation, which shall have 
been approved, to onr mbister t>f the 
pitblkS trea^ry, who shaH' cause the 
d«bts a^Fceabie to the said statefiirat 
to be paid in bills fydled bills of the 
S^ndioat of Holland. . • » . 

TJTI^ III. 
Of Bills wfihe Syn^kat of Holland, , , 
6. Onr minister of the treasury shall 
cause €4,000,000 of bills of ihe Syndicat 
of Holland, ot 500 fhuicf each, to be 
amde; they shall be signed by ibe so* 
ccetary of*^ the Syodicat — — -T. These 
24,000,000 of bills shall he divided into 
four series of 6,000,000 each. Each se- 
ries will be payable from year to year, 
commencing from the 1st of January, 
1S1«, at the rate of 50#,000 francs per 
month.— 8. The bills of the Syndicat of 
Hdland will be conformable to subjoin- 
ed isiodeIs.-^9. They will be given iu 
paytnent to the creditors. The payment 
will be made in Holland by the paymus- 
^r of sundry expences. Ti)e first dis- 
tribution of the bills of the Syndicat will 
be in favour of those possessing oiders, 
tiot paid, on the treasury of Holland. — 
10. The bills ot the Syndicat of Holland 
will be received in payment of the ar- 
rears of contribution. 

TITLE IV. 

Of the Svndicai of Hylland. 
1 r. There shall be fonned at Amster- 
dam a Syndicat of thirty members, at 
the hcadf of which will be our State 
Counsellor Appellius. — 19. The Syndi- 
cat shall be charg^ with the payments 
of tl^ bills of the Syndicat of Holland, 
at the period they become due; for this 
purpose they shall watch over and ac- 
ipelerate the receipts of all contributions 
in arrear to the 1st of January, 1810, 
and especially the payments resulting 
from the ratification of the registers, te 
the amount of 24 millions. — 13. The 
Syndicat of Holland will have a parti- 
cular chest, in which will be deposited 
the produce of the arrears of pontribu- 
tioo. It n)ay» by a division of the 
fonncil, allow some time to the debtors 
when it has more fonds than are neces- 
sary for paying the bill^. It may hke- 
yn^ employ a part of the eicess of the 
recovered arrears, in accelerating the 

(ajrment of bill^ by anticipation, and 
tion they fall due. The council vt'ilX 



setde in a oonference, the^^ries or teo- 
tioa of series «f l^ills .of the Syndleaft 
which will profit by this anticipated 
payment. — 14. We Reserve to ourselves 
to dtcree, >f there is occasion, when 
the definitive .account shall have been 
presented ,to us, respecting what re« 
mains ckie above the 24 millions* 

t TITLE v» 

Qf the Payment of the Interest ofAf 
reartqftlie Public Debt. 
15, The sum of 30 millions at whick 
is valued the amount of interests an4 
arrears of tbe public debt of Holland, 
fram July 1809, to Oct. 22, 1810, shall 
be poid in bills of 600 francs each, ad- 
misbihle^io payment for the imperial do- 
matoft of Holland, or the redemption of 
domam tithes ^f the same origm. — 16. 
There shall be deducted from our da- 
main revenues of Holland, an annual 
sum of 1,200/XK) francs^ destined to 
serve as a pledge for the payment of 
the interest of these SO willioos.— ir. 
There shall be created by our public 
treasury, orders for payment at half- 
yearly periods of 500 francs, for the sums 
of SO millions, tbe amount of tbe said 
interests ; thbse orders will be admissible 
in payment for imperial domains and 
the domain tithes of Hollmid, they shaU 
be delivered to the creditors to whom 
the interest is due from the public debt, 
by the paymaster of sundry expence% 
in e.nch chief town of the department. — 
18. The director of our domains and . 
tlie domain revenues of Holland, shall 
form a list of the country domains, of 
the domain tithes and houses which 
shall be sold, and tbe payment dischar- 
ged in orders of oor public treasurer, 
conformably to the above article. — 19. 
The said domains shall be sold by pub* 
lie auction ; the country domains and 
domain tithes shall be put at tbe rate 
of 25 times the amount of their annual 
revenues, and the houses at 10 times 
^ir yearly retjt.— 20. The orders, ad- 
missible in payment of the said domains, 
will be transferable by 'the way of en«* 
dorsement. An interest of 4 per cent • 
for the years 1812 and 1813, shall be 
attached to such of the orders as have 
not been employed in purchasing of do- 
mains during the year 1811. This in- 
^rest will be first taken from the pro* 
. duce of the 1,^00,000 francs of the re* 
venue deducted from the general budget^ 
— 21. Our minister of finance will ren- 
der ui an account u^onthly of tbe $r 
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vunmt of «r:iI#9 of domain^ soM or i^ 
<lf«teed frcvn titb«8, in exeeiitmi of iht 

TITLE vr. 
Discharge (fdiven other Credii$, 
9Q, Uur Cafs8e d' Amort issement of 
Vsanc« shall reimburse, at ibe luted 
'lime, the bills of eichange, pa^le by 
ibe treasury of Amsterdam for the set- 
vice of the year 1808 aod 1809« nmouo- 
ling to 6,600,000 francs, mdudiog 
)f ^000 francs for the loans made by 
the treasury of Holland upon different 
pMgesy and the sum borrowed upon the 
Jiepoi of cloves, amounting to 1,505,000» 
^—93. The l,9f0',3«0lbs. of cloves, 
whicb are id the statf warekouset in 
Holland, are to be placed at the disp»* 
%.kwt of the Caisse & AoMMrtissemeot, 
Vbich will take care to successively sell 
ft upon the most advantageous terms. 
With the produce of the sales it will 
reimburse itself to the an^uot of the 
adv«ncel which it must make in the ei« 
ccution^ of the above article. — 94* Our 
etHistn the prince arch-treasvrer, our 
lieute.-Geoeral in Hollaod, and our 
titinisters of finl^nce and the treasury, 
are charged with the execuliooTof this 
decree. 

(Signed) Napoleoh. 

By the Emperor. 
(Signed) H. B. Duke de Bassano, 
The Minister and Secretary of State. 

CzsoJL, — Decree of Napoleon^ rekt' 
iingto the Monks,— Sept. 25, 1810. 
An Imperial Decree, dated the 
13th of December, has been pub- 
lished here, by which all monastie 
orders, and regular congregations of 
men and women, are delimttvely 
and entirely suppressed in the dc* 
pjartments of Genoa, the Appenincs, 
Montcnottc^ and Alps Maritime; 
and, ia consequence, all exceptions 
made by anterior laws, decrees, and 
arrets relative to the suppri^ssion of 
convents, in the said depaptmeqts, 
arc revoked. The existing convents 
are to be shut up at tho latest by 
the 15th of October next ; and the 
religious dress is .Dot to be worn 
Iron the let of November. 



NAPLES AWD SICILY, 

ling Jdoeiin^i Prodamaiion to K» 
Marine Army.-^Comp of Melia, 
JunpfS, 1810, 

. Brave sailors t — ^Tbe expedition 
against Capri baa entitled yoo to tlia 
l^ratitndeof your country; and the 
battles of the 28th of June, ]8Q9» 
the. dd of March, and the J^thy lOth^ 
12th, and ^2d of this month, are 
proofs of your bravery. Your King 
isaatisHed with your behaviour. — 
But nothing i» dc^, so long^ as anjf 
thing remains to be done. Sicily 
opens to you a new field of glory; 
the expedition for delivering from 
the yoke of the enemy this b^utiful 
part of my territories, is determiae^ 
on. The English shall be driven 
from that island, and the glory of 
the Neapolitan navy will be immor- 
tal. — ^Brave sailors I Yon wifl ful- 
fil what 1 expect from you. The 
Great Napoleon fixes his eye upon 
you. In his name I confide to your 
intrepidity 20,000 of bis braves, and 
10,000 of your countrymen. You 
win assert in the face of Europe the, 
honour that is reserved for you to 
transport so glorious a trust, and 
pass the strait of Scilla. Yes, you 
will land these brave fellows on tha 
opposite shore. The wind will fa^ 
tour your noble efforts, and nought 
will remain for you but to give bat* 
tie to an enemy, who supposes him* 
self invincible because the sea is be- 
tween us; an enemy that you havf 
seen withdraw in the most cowardly 
manner from our islands, without 
attempting to land, as he bad inso* ^ 
lently announced in his numeroutf* 
proclamations ; an enemy, in shorty 
who does nothing but bum our ci^ 
tl^s, and plunder and devastate th« 
peaceable inhabitantsof our coasts. 
— ^Brave sailors, you wiH fight un* 
der the ^yes of your King: *ie will 
always be in the midst of you, III^ 
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Bour and rewsnis nyvilit JM. Tbe 
hearts of your countrymen in Sicily 
call upon you. Swear to overcome 
all obstacles, to brave all d^iog^rsi 
swear to conquer, and you will cour 
quer! 

The English Commsnder^ Sir John 
Stuart's Address t0 .the British 
troops in Sicilt^.^^AHg, 6, 1810. 
The enemy, who anAOunced hii| 
)ipproach with so iBUcb pomp* who 
pitMrlaimeil to E^urape bis in^otion 
to compel the English, your allieStf 
to withdraw their a59istancc itovk 
you^ and who» founded oa ^e e:a« 
pected plunder oi this happy inland, 
kis hopes of rewarding hisiixhausted: 
kgions; this bna^ging ftaemy, wiio 
hardly having made libe first slcii^ 
Coasted that the fale of Sicijly waa 
almost decided, and. who h^fid, the 
•yes of tha whole world on his pro- 
ttiaed enterprise, has been forced tQ. 
keep his boats drawn iip for their se<^. 
eurity under the battels of the op* < 
posite shore of -Calabriaf — For two 
months he has remained iaglonoujily 
liesitating on . the margin of that 
/- &trait, tho barriei' bHwfen you and 
his oppression; and bedraiwy back. 
mt the ^gbt of that : element) upon 
which the force of bis nation, has 
only met with disgrace, and sees 
snatched from bim a spot guarded by 
troops who bear his menaces, with 
scorn, and tiew bi;S spurious eagles 
\Tith the mo^ perfect indifl^rence.. 
^'^Brave and loyal Sicilians I You 
have anticipated the paternal wishes 
of your gracious Sovereign, who has 
told yov, that by your fidelity to- 
wards his allies, he would judge of 
the place which ho held in your af- 
fections. It is for the preservation 
of his throne and your safety that 
we contend.-*-Noble inhabitants of 
Messina! a cormcction of years has 
made us as well known to you as 
brothers! like brothers you. have 
joined us at the first sound of im- 
pending attack. In the exemplary 
seal and loyalty of your respectable 
governor,, we have found the most 



efficacicH^ support to ^uria^asuros 
^r coualeracttug iu Your priiicin 
pal magistrates, your nobles, have 
assisted us with their aiuhorityi, 
Your citizens have laboured ^fo^ u^,, 
and have obuined tfic ^reward o^ 
their labours, la our anxiety Cmt, 
your deduce, you w Ml judge of the 
sentiments which unite us to yotu; 
Pers€>';crQ with firmness in the uobks^ 
spirit, which you now shew. Reject 
with scorn the title of subjects, with 
which the U&urper has the insoleac^^ 
to insult you. I4et the enemy know, 
that your sailors, yoor soldiers, ai)4. 
your citizens feel no other jealousy* 
to their allie^ except who sball ba, 
fijst in the glorious contest for tha, 
common cause. And rely with se-, 
^^^}^yf . ^hat wherever thu standard 
ofyou^.law^l fuwfxei^n shall bti 
displayed in tfnjon >Mfith. theb^fnaers 
of his august i^Uy , pur King^ we. 
shall have but eiie destiny as we. 
have but on^, cause,, and that M^e 
wj^il. nevjer scp^^rate except in the las^ 
e;iLtrc^ty. 

' SWEDEN. 



ACT or i:i.ECTioir"OF im paivcaoa^ 
roKTE coavo (pBV. bernadotte) 

, TOBfiOaOWH PaiNCE. 

Stockholm^ Sept. 1, 13ia 
We, the undersigned, states gcne<». 
ral of tho kingdom of Sweden^ 
counts, baronsj bishops, representa- 
tives of the nobility, clergy, burghers, 
and peasants, asscmblexl intheex^; 
rraordinary diet at Orebro, malcc 
known, that bis royal bt<;hncss 
Prince Charles Augustus of Schles* 
wig liolstein AugustetUiurg, elected 
PriiKe Royal of Sweden, of the Goths 
and Vandals, being deceased without 
heirs male, and judging that it is 
our duty to prevent and to avert ibe 
danger to the mdepondencc and trau* 
quillity of the kingdom, as well as 
to the rights and prjviloges of its in- 
habitants, which might result from 
a vacancy of the throng, and.a coii' 
Kquent election : exercising at ihe . 
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mxat dme, the power whi^h fe le- 
ierved to os'by the ntn^ty-fourth ar- 
ticle of the Constitution of (h^ flfli 
•f Jane, 1809, of electing in such 
ea»e s faew dyniwty ; — for these rea- 
ions, anH'CO'risidieHng that the h^gb 
•nd mi^y pritice and lord Jean 
BHpti^te Jale Bernadotte, ' Prince of 
Ponte Corto, is eiido^red' wfth'vir- 
tties and qnalities whi<^ii give ns the 
well-ibunded hope of enjoying under 
the reign of that prince a good ad* 
itoinistration and prosperity, the fruits 
€^ a legal, etietgetic, and beneficent 
^iremment : — We, the states-general 
uf Sweden, upon the proposition of 
dur august King now rt^igning, un-' 
der condition that the said prince 
«nd lord the Prince of P6nt€l Corvo,' 
BaTe before his arrtvisT on the Swe*^ 
dish territory embraced the evange- 
lical Lutheran religioh; aiM signed' 
the condttions'drawn tip by tis,'have' 
Voluntarily electf^ by free and tina- 
nimous suffrage, for ourselves atid 
our descendants, th^high and migh- 
ty prince Jean Baptiste Jul^ Berna- 
dotte, Prince of Tohte Corvo, to the 
dignity of Prince 'Royal of Sweden, 
to reign iu Sweden and ^its depen- 
dencies after the deoeasc of our pt^ 
sent august soveroign (wbos& da^s 
may the Almighty prolongO to be 
crowned King of Sweden, and re- 
ceive the oath of fidelity ; in short, 
to govern the kingdortf accord m^ to 
the literal sense of the constftution 
of the fth of June, 1809i and of the" 
other laws in force, as well funda<' 
mental as general and special, the 
whole conformable to the answers 
which his royal highness shall now 
give, and afterwards at his accession 
to the throne. We also confc r on 
the legitimate male descendants of 
his royal highness, the right of fill- 
ing the thione of Sweden, in the 
order and manner which are literal- 
ly prescribed in the law of succes- 
sion which wc have established. — 
We, the states-general, of Sweden, 
have, in consequence, confirmed the 
preseat act cf* election/ by the sig-" 



nature of odr names, and afihting 
OUT seals. 

Done^ at Orebro, this 2l8t of Au- 
gust, HI the year of the christian era 
1810. 



TURKEY, 



Prodamatim of the Grand Seignor^ 
AugmtSO, 1610. 
To my fint chief of the belief, the 
Mgh pontiff of the mortals (mufti); 
to my brave Caimachan pacha; my 
eminent ministers ; my worthy pre- 
lates; my very honoured teacher! 
and professors of theology, explainert 
of the Koran and of tradition ; my 
kftans; the gfeatof my court; my 
seven military cofpi ; my* Agas, offi* 
cers, and soldieii, ^c. ore 

' A/ter my naperial greeting, it if 
necessary to Inform you, that the 
treacherous Mnscovitcs, those ene- 
rates of our Mth, pei^rere in their 
irudkcious resolutioh to bring the 
devices which' their depraved souls 
have invented more' and more into 
ebcecurton. They have already ia* 
vi^sied o«r hnperta> cities and fur« 
tfesses with War, and fuither over- 
run the territory of the true be- 
lievers. They arc not satisfied with 
putting the 'adherents of our hdy 
faith, without distinction of age and 
sex, in chains, wherever they come, 
and to drive many of our plundered 
brethren naked from their homes to 
%eck a shelter in the wilderness ; bttt 
they menace us, the devout folitman 
of the koly prophet ^ the adorert of' the 
true religion ; me to whom pontr ad 
conmitmd have been given by the Al* 
mighty at the express tnterceuion ef 
Mahomet, rohote holy Hood nom> /bvi 
in onr vein$y with further imdignitia* 
Desirous of consulting only thfi 
happiness of our people, we have 
not hesitated to make known our 
pacific wishes; but the proposals 
we have received in return, have 
been too degrading, to make us he- 
sitate iit rc^jecting thea— ia tverf 
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line of those proposals, the insatia- 
ble ambition of our foes may be 
traced — indeed, nothing but submis- 
sioru say they, can save us from 
evftlasling war. 

I, for my own part, cheerfully 
embrace this latter alternative, ra- 
ther than endure so great a shame, 
uell remembering the precepts of 
our holy prophet, as contained in 
the two following sentences of the 
Koran : — God has momentarily left 
>ou, in order to make you sensible 
of your weakness and depcndance. 
Supplicate him and he will assuredly 
return ; then with one hundred men 
who put their trust in him, you will 
vancjuish two hundred enemies. — In 
another part, God says to the pro- 
phet, assemble the true believers for 
battle : if there be twenty firm and 
brave men, they shall conquer two 
hundred ; and if there bean hundred, 
they shall vanquish a thousand -of 
their foos. — 1 intreat the assistance 
of the Most High ; I pray for the 
spiritual influence of the prophet. 
Full of hope, I hasten to share the 
labours and dangers of my brave 
troops, to put myself at their head ; 
to rai»c the valour of some, to con- 
finn that of others, and to direct 
thatofaVl: in short, to lead them 
to battle — to victory ! — It is not ray 
design to attribute the fruits of our 
victories to myself. No, the only 



aim of my ambition is to make the 
faith of liiahomet triumph ; to frus- 
trate the devices of our enemies, -and 
if possible, to contribute to the fuU 
filling of his holy will. Though my 
design to put myself at the head oif 
the armies has been kuown some 
time, fail not to renew it by a Calif, 
on receiving this proclamation. Every 
Naib, who shall not make the inha- 
bitants of the towns and villages un- 
der his jurisdiction join our army 
forthwith shall be suspended, and 
the religious teachers shall lose their 
places. Without wasting further time 
we exhort you to be watchful over 
the tranquillity of the empire in our 
absence, and zealous to promote its 
happiness. — For myself, considering 
the urgency of the occasion ; the 
activity of our enemies, and above 
all, that good men ought not to be 
more slow in frustrating evil deeds 
than bad men are quick in executing 
them, I shall, sqt out immediately 
for the army. 

May the prophet intercede for us 
— May the Almighty grant us the 
victory and cover our enemies with 
shame. Oh! that this may happen ! 
The glorious issue depends upon the 
divine will ; from him comes all 
success. He knows the justice of 
our cause; let us then with implicit 
confidence believe that he will crown 
our arms with victory. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 



MAONA CHARTA INFRINOED BY 

PRIVILBGB OF PARLIAMENT, 

AND THEN QUOTED IN SUPPORT 

OP THAT VERY PRIVILEGE: 

AN INQUIRY INTO 

THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION. 



LETTER XL 



Mr. EmTOR, 
1 remarked in a former letter the 
scandalous liberty that many people 



TCI, VIII. 



take in putting their own construc- 
tion upon our constitution, just as 
if it were a lump of wax which 
every man might mould to his fancy. 
I have at present under my eye the 
rejort of a debate in the upper 
house on the 13th. of July, 1807, 
upon the subject of the AmericaA 
treaty indemnity bill ; on which oc- 
casion the lord chancellor is report- 
ed to have said, that — ^* Our cou- 
" stitution took its date from the 
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•* Revolution in 1688, and that the 
" foundations on which it is sround- 
•* cd arr, the Bill of Rights, the Act 
** of succession, and particularly the 
" protfstant establishment." This 
his lordship is reported to have said 
Mr. Editor. I do not venture to pro* 
nouncc it as fact that he did say so, 
for really the thing appears incredi- 
ble ; one can believe it possible that 
some young lord who had picked up 
his notions respecting the nature of 
our government from private con- 
versation with his travelling tutor, 
might deliver such sentiments in a 
maiden speech ; but that such as- 
sertions should come from a lord 
high chancellor of England doth, I 
confess, seem unaccountable. All I 
can say is, that the public prints at 
the time took the liberty to impute 
these sentiments to his lordship: 
they did even more, they put a very 
severe correction in the mouth of 
Lord Holland ; and it does not ap- 
pear that they were called to ac- 
count, at the time, for having made 
any false and improptT statement. 
Lord Holland is reported to have 
featd in n*ply, that " he had read, 
*• and had consulted, the history of 
" that constitution, and that he must, 
** upon authorities as ^ravc and as 
** learned as the noble kird himself 
" could pretend to be, rejrtt the per- 
** nicious doctrine laid down by him ; 
" they were more like the quibbles^ 
*^ of technical sprcial pleading than 
" the broad principles oil which was 
" founded the British constitution. 
*' That constitution had its founda- 
•' tioi>, strength, and excellence in 
** other so«rces than those, on which 
" it was, that night, attwapted to 
" be placed. That constitution was 
" not founded on the protestant suc- 
** cession, but existed long be/ore 
** protestantism itself; it had its ori- 
** gin in the wisdom, spirit, and bra- 
** very of the people, who were then 
" catholics, as some of its.most brave 
" supporters are at this day. It was 
** not the Bill of Rights, tho refor- 



*^ mation, or the revolution of 1688 
" that gave or preserved our consti- 
** tution : it was gross ignorance of 
** the ancient as well as modern his- 
" tory of the country to entertaia 
" any «uch idea.'** 

As our constitution consists of 
certain rights and franchises which 
are beyond the memory of any be- 
ginning, it is impossible, literally 
speaking, to mark its date and ori- 
gin, thou<;h it is true that wc do 
principally owe it to the wisdom, 
spirit, and bravery of the people ex- 
erted on many occasions, and parti- 
cularly in the reign of King John ; 
to which his lordship alluded in the 
above speech. Secondly, I roust re* 
mark, that it was not the reforroft- 
tion, or the Bill of Rights, or the r^ 
volution of 1688, that gave os oor 
Constitution, as Lord Holland very 
justly observed; it is even gross ig- 
norance, as his lordship is report^ 
to have said, for any man to enter- 
tain such an idea, and particularly 
a man of the law ; but I roust oa 
the other hand say, that these events 
certainly had & tendency to the pro* 
servation of our constitution. 

The reason why all our courtly 
politicians wish to circumscribe our 
view of the constitution within the 
period of the revolution of 1688 is- 
obvious; that is the precise point at 
which prerogative (by which I mean 
a lawless not a constitutional pre- 
rogative, in short a prerogative pre- 
tending to a divine origin, and the 
power of suspending the law) ended, 
and influence began. Of these two 
evils we must, say the Edinburgh 
Reiitwfrs, and the whole mass of 
ti.ne-serving )K>]iticians, take our 
choice : but I say, no ; we will have 
neither, — they are both hostile to 
our rights, both subversive of the 
Great Charter, that magnificent con- 
tract between king and people, which 
though not the origin of our consti- 
tution, has been generally consider* 

* Report in the Globe, July 14, 190U 
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td 8S the pflUadium thereof. The 
bouse of Commom, says Prynnc, or- 
dered twice, (May I2ih. l64l, and 
June 30ih. l643,) " the comment of 
•* Lord Coke on Magna Charta con- 
** tained in his 2d. Institute, to be 
" printed and published. T/iai the 
•* GKZArCHAViTEKisJor the^nostpart 
•* declafotoiy of ike principal grounds 

*' of' the FUNDAMENTAL LAWSOFBJf- 

** GLAND: that these words theretH^ 
*\for us and our heirs for every were 
" added to avoid ail scntpfes, that this 
" great parliamentary charter might 
" live and takeefect in all successions 
" of ages FOR EVER." A clear re- 
solution adds Prynne, " that the 
** principal liberties, customs, and 
*' laws contained in.thesc great char- 
•* ters, and ratified by them, arc both 
** fundamental y perpetual^ and unoU 
•* terabie."* 

What Mr. Prynne asserts in the a- 
bovc passage is. exactly the point that 
was meant to be establisbedby the va- 
rious remarks and references thrown 
together in my last letter. They have 
been sufficient, I trust, to acquaint 
the reader with what view and what 
intention f^uo animo) our ancestors 
established these famous charters ; 



the legislature might supersede at 
their discretion ? Is such a doc- 
trine as this consistent with common 
sense, and common justice ? How 
then do we come by such a doctrine ? 
Lord Holland has answered that 
question : he has told us in tHo 
speecfti attributed to him, that law- 
men, and great lawmen tc^o, will, 
when they talk about our constitu- 
tion, sometimes exercise their inge- 
nuity in the quibbles of technical 
special pleading, or in something 
that resembles it very much : so says 
his lordship, and those who are a- 
ware of the professional bias, deri- 
ved from education and the force of 
habit, will be inclined to thiak that 
his lordship is iK)t far mistaken. It 
was the techntcal quibbling of,a, ce- 
lebrated Irish bamsfer, and mera' 
ber of the house of commons,, that- 
first hatched this deformed, this mon- 
strous, this unnatural conceit, that 
the privilege lately exercised by the 
bouse o^ Cororoonsy in the case of. 
Sir F. Burdett, was derived from 
Magna Charta itself! I'his was pro- 
nounced on that gentleman's own 
authority, on his simple ipse dixit ; 
and there being, unfortunately, no 



and if they do shew in our ancestors senator in t^t house to perform the 
an evident design, or resolution, as ^me guardian office to the consti- 
Mr. Prynne expresses it, to n»nder\tution which Lord Holland fulfilled 



their liberties perpetual and unalter* 
c6/f, can it be supposed for one mo- 
ment that they would invest any of 
the branches of the legislature with 
the power of superseding or subvert- 
ing these fundamental rights? Is 
not such an idea a self evident ab- 
surdity ? Would it not have ^en 
likewise a great inconsistency, a fla- 
grant injustice too, to punish some 
of their kings for dispensing with these 
laws, and subverting these rights, 
which the two inferior branches of 

* Prynne's Vindication of the Liber- 
ties, Hjgbts, and Laws of England, p. 10. 
-^This is a scarce and excellent book, 
aiid oagbt to be re^priiited. 



on a similar occasion in the other, 
the notion was adopted by the com- 
mittee, who, it is to be hopedi were 
unconscious at the time of the grie- 
vous injury thereby inflicted on their 
confiding constituents ; those consti- 
tuents who had selected 4hem for ^le 
express purpose of being the faithful 
guardians of those very franchises. 
Let us now see what is the natural 
and plain sense of the passage which 
has, by means of technical quib- 
bling, made Magna Charta commit 
a suicide upon itself! 

There is some small variation in 
the latin versions which we have of 
this famous clause of the Great 
Charter, of which uotico is taicn 
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below :* as to the* English I shall 
give it in the translation reported in 
the 27th. article of Richard the Se- 
cond's indictment, wherein il is said 

• We hfcte at present wbat may be 
called four versions of the Great Cbar- 
ter. 1st. The CapituU. 2d. The Copy 
of Sir Robert Cotton. 3d. The Norman- 
French Copy, presen'ed in the archives 
of the French King, and published by 
Luke Dachery in his Sjjifi/egiwm; and, 
4th. That inserted in the body of M. Pa- 
rts's History. The CapUula, super guitus 
facUt tit iiagna Charta Jt. Johannis is 
in Wilkin's L. An. Sax. p. 356, and in 
Johnson's works, p. 3T8, who has also 
given us the Norman French copy, 
p. 3B6. This Capitula is the schedule, 
as M. Paris calls it, which the barons 
drew up, on the Kkig requiring them to 
say what liberties thev were that they 
wanted; and which Paris tells us con- 
tained, for the roost part, the ancient 
laws and customs of the. kingdom, Sche^ 
dulam porrcxervnt qme^ ex parte maxima , 
Uges antiquas et regni cdrisuetitdines 
continehaL Hist. p. 176. This is the 
vkh identical instrument with fke gnrat 
seal attached, that was fbund in the stu- 
dy of Dr. Warner, bishop of Rochester, 
hQT cbat gentleman's sou, and given to 
Bishop Rirnet, as he informs us in his 
History. The copy of Sir R. Cotton is 
preserved in the Cottonian hhrary ; and 
llif lathi text, with a tran^ation of it is 
-iven by Acherley, p. 188, and Rapin, 
p. 283, foKo edition. The teat of the Ca- 
pitula is as follows — Ne corpus liberi ho- 
minis capiatur, nee imprisonelur, nee 
diiseisfiieiur, (M. Paris adds here, deali- 
quo lihero tencmenio suo, vel iibertatibus 
vet liberis consuetudinibus suis,) nee ut 
lagetur, nee exuletur, nee aliquo modo 
destruatur. Nee rex eai vel mtiat super 
eum oi, (the Cottonian copy says, nee 
super eum ibimus, n£C super \eum mittir 
n^us, and M. Paris says, nee eum in car- 
csre mittimus) nisi per judicium parivm 
9uorumy vel per legem terra. L» t il be 
iiQtoccd that Dr. Brady and Mr. TyrrtI, 
tWF first a rank tory, and the latter a 
staunch whig, have', in their respective 
ilistories^ given ws the text and trantla- 
tbn of Magna Charta, and both have 
ftdded to these words lex terror, that is, 
due course of law. — See the first, Ap- 
pendix, p. 137 ; and the latter, Vol. If. 
p. 816. Lord Coke has also given the 
same explanation. 



that he had incurred the crime of 
pcrjufy by violating tbta clause in 
the proceedingK by him instituted a- 
gain^ various persons in the court 
military, where, like the late pro- 
ceedings in the house of ComiBons, 
free men were punished without trial 
by jury. 

•« No freeman shall be taken, or* 
" imprisoned, or outlawed, or exiled, 
** or in any way destroyed, nor will 
** we pass upon him, or %end any to 
** pass upon him but by the lawful 
"judgment of his p<ers, or by the 
" law of the land." — By pass npom 
him is metint to pass judgment upon 
him, or to proceed against him: the 
latin, literally taken, means, to go 
against him, that is, to prosecute 
him. This clause therefore has both 
a specific and a general injunction: 
it first forbids certain particular 
things from being done; and then 
fblkwrs for more security a general 
prohibition, a free man is not to be 
done certain things to, nor proceed- 
ed against for any other things, but 
in two specific ways, by the judg- 
ment of his peers, or the law of the 
land. What arc the certain things 
specially recited ? They ure impri- 
sonment, disseizin, out-kwry, exile: 
none of these things, therefore, can 
an Englishman suf&r but by one or 
other of two ways, by the judgment 
of his peers, or the law of the land ; 
these are the sole means, and to 
some of these inflictions one mean 
is applicable, and to others, the 
other : for instance, the judicium pa- 
rnm, ©r trial by jury, bad nothing 
to do with out-lawry or exile: a 
man was never exiled by the judg- 
ment of his peers, but becausi* be 
would not submit himself to tbat 
judgment, because in fact he evaded 
the d tic course of the law ; but be 
might be out-la wed contra legem ter- 
r<By or exiled, cither, as the Duke 
of Lancahter was by Richard II. 
when, m direct violation of the 
Great Charter, he threw down his 
warcjer, and banished that prince for 
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a certain time, and the Duke of Nor* 
folk for life. These two noblemen 
had agreed to decide their differences 
by wager of battle, King Richard 
might, and indeed it would have 
been his duty as King, have banish- 
ed the vanquished party, for the 
King was bound to banish all per- 
sons that were foresworn, and the 
vanquished man would have been 
foresworn ; but by exiling both be- 
fore the issue was known, he depri- 
ved one of these at least, that is^ the 
innocent party, unjustly of his fran- 
duses, as an Englishman ; for exile 
comprehends out-lawry, because a 
banished roan is put out of the pro- 
tection of the law, that is, deprived 
of his liberties and free customs, by 
being driven from his own cbuntry. 
Now this was a great offence in King 
Richard, and therefore constitutes 
the 1 lib. article in his impeachment, 
which concludes in these words; — 
"Yet the said King, without any 
'' legal cause whatsoever, did com- 
*^ mand the said duke to be banish- 
" ed for ten years against all justice, 
" and laws, and customs of this 
** kingdom, and the law of war in 
" that behalf, thereby damnably in- 
" curring the crime of perjury." So 
that we see King Richard broke his 
coronation oath by (wo different vio- 
lations of this same clause of Magna 
Chaita, and that the one breach was 
agaiast the^'v^^'cttim parirnn^ and the 
other against the lexterrcc: by his 
prosecutions in the court martial be 
deprived his subjects of trial by jury 
for libels, an ofii*nce determinable at 
common law, and of which judg- 
ment, ptr pares y they could not be 
deprived but by their own free con- 
sent, that is, in case both parties, 
like the. Dukes of Lancaster and 
{Norfolk, agreed to decide their dit- 
(eiences by wager of battle ; this was 
his .first perjury ; and^jrhe second 
viiii in b^ishing these two noblemen, 
in an arbitrary way, and contrary 
te the lex4crrw, by which he broloi 
ai once three cif these csnc^ial prot^i* 



bitions set down ih the: Great Chat^ 
ter, for it was exile, 0ut-]a#ry, and 
disseizin comprised in one act^ and 
all done against the kx^terrce; they 
were banished, .put*withmit the pro- 
tection of the law, and disseized of 
their freeholds and free castoms, 
both which were comprehended ia 
the word dissciziir, as we learn from 
M. Paris.* Upbn the whole then it- 
appears that the reason why our fore-- 
fathers stipulated with King John, 
that no freeman should beimfuison- 
ed <^dizzeised, or ou^hiwed; or ex- 
iled, but by the judgment of hit 
peers, or the law of the land, was^ 
that some pf these punishments, when 
just, ought to be inflicted by one of 
these means, and others by the ^ther : 
and if we would enquire the reason 
why these violation^ of the people's 
rights were particularly set down 
and enumerated, we shall receive # 
most satisfactory answer in the his- 
tory of his reign, wherein we find 
that this royal tiger of a king bad 
actually done all these things, with- 
out any regard, either to the Juii* 
cium paritim^ or the lex term. 

The clause also says,** nor by any 
*• other means destroyed," and with 
great propriety ; for various were the 
means of destruction which this fe* 
rocious king practiced against hia 
barons: some he destroyed by out-' 
lawry and exile, others by cruel 
treatment in prison, where they sick- 
ened and died, and then their estates 
were given to his foreign mercena- 
ries; others he despoiled of their 
lands, burnt their castles, destroyed 
their fis!) ponds, and even «et fire to 
their hedges, plundering them of 
their wealth, and butchering their 
families and domestics: the wife an4 
two sons of that brave baron Wil- 
liam Brause, he starved to death in 
Windsor Cusjle; and the archdea- 
con of Norwich he pat into a sheet of 
lead; the Jews who would not lend 
him money, which he ne%'er intend* 

* ^e the Note^. pqo. 
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cd to repays had their teetfa pulled 
OQt : by these horrible means he ga* 
thercd together va^t wealth, all for 
the purpose of hinog foreign merce* 
pnrUs to wage war against his own 
attbji«ct&; but the hand of heaven 
overtook him ; his wealth was swal- 
k>wcd up by the ocean, and Hugh 
de Boves a ibreigner, with 40,000 
more of these '* Satanic satellites," 
a» M. Paris calls them, (sntdiites 
SatamBjj were wrecked between Ca- 
lais and Dowr, and all perished.*— 
In short it would seem as if John 
kad considered rape, robbery, and 
nnider ar a part of the royal prero- 
gative. His subjects wished to make 
mm a lawful king, but he scorned 
all restraint, because he considered 
it uuworchy of a king ; crimes, which 
IB another man would deserve the' 
galloWsy lost, in his opinion, all their 
iurpitiide, when done by the Lord's 
mmtmMt, A. king in his opinion was 
a privileged being that might with- 
otti blaroG do that which would dis* 
grace^any other man. Bracton, who 
lived in John's time, and was chief 
justice to his son Henry IH. has gi- 
ven a nabie description of the En- 
glish constitution ; and according to 
btm our kings enjoy but a delegated 
authority for the benefit of the peo- 
ple, not themselves, a power con- 
&nrred for the express purpose of 
maintaining the laws, liberties, and 
properties of their subjects. John'^ 
notions were as hostile as possible to 
this system, for he conceived the lives 
and properties of his subjeets to be 
entirely at his disposal: in short, 
John was as complete a tory king as 
ever sat upon the English throne. 
I will, Mr. Editor, proceed a step 
farther, and assc rt, that that arbitra- 
ry spirit, so charactenstic of John's 
reign, and which was afterwards de- 
nominated ioryismj has always met 
with its principal check iq this very 
dausc oi Magna Charta, which, in 
fdctt was framed fur tbe purpose 
of restraining that despotic pro- 
pensity. VYc have just sccq that 



Richard H. violated it in two hi- 
stances, and he was deposed in con- 
sequence; so was Edward 11. and 
James 11. and King Charles 1. like* 
wise owed his misfortunes to viola- 
tions of this and other clauses of the 
Great Charter, but of this in parti- 
lar. Let the reader only look at tha 
indictment preferred against Edward 
11. and he will see, that ha was de- 
posed for breaking this clause of tbe 
Great Charter, (as well as his great 
grandson Richard II. )w Two kingt 
committed the same ofience, aOd both 
expiated it the same way : that same 
odence which our parliamenti Mr. 
Editor, now pretend is no crime in 
them, btit a lawful privilege, sanc- 
tioned by the Ux terra itself. Mr. 
Tyrrel has given us this famous in- 
dictment of Edward 11. in his His- 
tory, Vol: HI. p. 326, fol.cd. The 
4ih. article says that ^* the said kmg 
" put some churchmen in prison, 
'^ and others in great distress ; and 
'' that he also impriiontd^ bamshti^ 
'^ and disinherited (disseized) many 
" great and noble men of tbe land* 
Here then are four of tbe specific 
prohibitions violated, nee imprisont" 
tur^ nte ut lagvtur, nee exuletur^ nee 
disseissietur ; for, as 1 before obser- 
ved, banishment comprehends out- 
lawry* The next article, that is the 
5th. shews that he likewise violated 
the general prohibition, *^ that no man 
'^ shall be proceeded against but by 
" the judgment of his pei'rs or \bo 
** law of the land," which, (as I hava 
remarked in the Note, p. 320,) the 
ablest lawyers, and most learned his- 
torians, both whigs and toiies, have 
rendered due course of law. The 5th. 
article says, — " That whereas tht 
*' said king was bound to do nght to 
" all yet he voulcl not do if, neither 
"did he regard the other points of 
'^ the oath whi^h he made at his 
*' coronation/' So then ** he would 
" not do it,"r— he would not do rigbt 
and justice by due course of Itm^ 
Thus he interrupted the course of 
law, he superseded it, be dx»pense4 
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with it ; he set himself above the 
law, just as Charles the First did, 
and James the Second did, and the 
house of Lords and the house of 
Commons have since done. 

Your readers will doubtless re- 
member, Mr. Editor, what was said 
in a former letter about a number 
of gentlemen sent to prison by 
.Charles I. because they would not 
comply with his forced loans^ which 
the King said was a part of his pre- 
rogative, as the bouse of lords did 
Mr. Flower, and the house of com- 
mons Mr. Jones and Sir FraD(;is 
Burdett, for contempt of their privi- 
leges. These two words arc abso- 
lutely synonimous,* and the cases 
perfectly similar; prerogative and 
privilege meant nothing more in those 
instances than a power which the 
three estates of our government as- 
sumed, separately and individually, 
to dispense with the injunctions of 
Magna Ckarta; it is not meant to 
say that there «ire no nuch things as 
prerogative and privilege, but that^ 
they cannot jiupiTsede or annul the 
institutions of the Great Charter. 
We see what resulted from, the at- 
tempt made to this purpose in the 
times of Edward II. and Richard 11. 
and we have now upon the anvil the 
transgressions of Charles 1. aqainst 
this constitutional compact. Charlrs 
also appointed courts of justice, 
where his subjects were tried with- 
out a jury, and where consequently 
the judicium parium and due course 
of law were interrupted. Lasjtiy, 
having thus successfully vioUted 
this grand clause of Magna Chnrta 
with regard to imprisonment and 
judicial proceedings, it was very na- 
tural for King Charles to think that 
be might also make use of his pre- 
rogative to take the peoples mo- 
ney from them without their con- 
sent in parliament. Such were the 

• See Johnson, who calls prerogatife 
an exelusive privilege : we also meet in 
old writers with piirliamtntarjr preroga- 
live. 



JS9S 

violations that brought upon Charica 
all his misfortunes; and those, bf 
means of which parliament declared, 
that James 11. had broken the ori« 
ginal compact between prince axkl 
people, were exactly of the same 
complexion ; for James internipted 
the due course of law, and thercf<ire 
broke that general injunction co»-^ 
taiaed in the latter part of this fa- 
mous clause, whereby no King of 
England can proceed against a Bri- 
tish subject but by the judgment of 
his peers or the law of the ]an<k 
This fact respecting James's viola- 
lotion of Magna Charta is evideni 
from the preamble of the Bill of 
Rights, where we find it stated as 
the ground of those procecdiags, ami 
particularly of that vote by which 
it was determined that he had vbdi' 
cated the government. The act states, 
*' Whereas the late King, James IL 
" by the assistance of divers evil 
" counsellors, judges, and iinnisters 
" employed by him, did endeavour 
" to subvert and extirpate the pro* 
'' testant religion, and the laws and 
" liberties of this kingdom, by as- 
" suming and exercising a power 
" of dispensing with, and suspend* 
" ing yf laws a«d the execution of 
" laws," and so forth. — ^Therc are 
other means of subversion and extir« 
pation of our laws and liberties re- 
capitulated in this preamble, such 
as by violating tiie freedom of election 
of members to serve in parliament^ 
which was *' damnable perjury" ia, 
King James, and is high treason in 
any minister, notwithstanding Aie 
pretty talc we heard not long ago, 
that such practices arc now com- 
mon, and even notorious ; so at least 
some gentlemen in parliament as- 
serted of parliament; but whether 
they spoke truth or slander I shall 
not inquire; thouglf I consiiler it 
not amiss just to bint, en passant^ 
that this was one of the subversions 
of our fundamental laws for which 
James was deprived of his throne ; 
but the first in the list, as we have 
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aboY«, is the pretended power 
of dispeBsing tvith, and suspending 
the due course of law. 

But it would be superfluous to 
dwell longer on tins subject ; it is 
-as clear as the sun at noon day, that 
when a King of England interrupts 
the due course of law, he becomes 
a perjured man, and cancels and 
destroys that very contract that 
made him King. It is a violation of 
his trust, a defeasance of bis right, 
aa abrogation of his office, an act 
■of treason against the nation which 
he betrays by the breach of his co* 
ronation oath. When a King shall 
commit this great ofTcnce, the peo- 
ple have by the constitution a right 
of resistance; it is even their duty 
to resist. Magna Charta says, they 
shall make war upon the King, and 
take his castles and strong places : 
and if they, do not do this, they 
stand accursed, are obnoxious to all 
the maledictions so solemnly im- 
plored upon the heads df all those 
who in any way oppugn the Great 
Charter, or are conseuting to its vio- 
lation. Every man must allow, that 
the executivi^ authority reposed in 
the King is far more dignified and 
jmfk>rtant than that reposed by the 
people in their representatives : how 
comes it then, I should be glad to* 
know, that the people are to bear 
from their own representatives that 
suspenbion of the dCie course of law, 
• that subversion of* their franchises, 
which they would never tolerate in 
majesty itself? Mr. Ponsonby will 
tell us, I suppose, that this ought 
to be so, because it was intended by 
a salvo in the Great Charter itself 
to invest these representatives with 
tach a privilege. Mr. Ponsonby 
jBay be an acute and clever lawyer, 
but t trust the people of this coun- 
try are not reduced to so wretched, 
so degraded a stale, as to be de- 
frauded of their rights by, what Lord 
Holland calls, the quibbies of teckni- 
€oi ipeasi pleading, 
Tho reader, no doubt, will have 



remarked, that in the quotation from 
the Bill of Righti it is said that Kin^ 
James 11. by the assistance of divers 
evil counsellors, judgi$^ and minis- 
ters, did subvert the laws and liber- 
ties of the kingdom. — What! law^ 
men subvert the law ! and judga 
too ! — men who take a most solemn 
oath to administer it with purity 
and truth, and without regard to 
any request or command whatsoever, 
even from the King himself! Are 
not judges to be implicitly believed 
when they expound to us the law ? 
Did not the famous Sir Nash Grose 
call the poor printer of the Indtpen-^ 
dent Wing very harsh and unsavoury 
names, besides sending him U)v a 
long terra to a distant imprisonment 
tending to the ruin of his means of 
subsistence (nee aiiquo modo desfru- 
atur) for the crime of commeniim; 
upon the speech of a judge? and 
was it not then declared a grievous 
offence to question the propriety of 
what a judge should deliver from the 
bench, bo it what it would ? Have 
wc not been taught to believe that 
judges arc impeccable ? For, as the 
said Judge Gro^e observed, " to ar- 
" raign the justice of the judgo 
'* would be to arraign the King's 
''justice; it would be an impeach- 
'* ment of his wisdom and goodness 
** in the choice of his judges." To 
this I beg leave to reply, — it never 
was intend(*d, Mr. Editor, that En- 
glishmen should hold their liberties 
by any such tenure as **' the King's 
'' wisdom and goodness in the choice 
"of his judges;*' and I do confi- 
dently maintain that if they had 
never had a better holding than thi5, 
we should now have no more reason 
to boast of our freedom than tbe 
subjects of the Emperor of Morocco. 
See, Sir, only see what judges in 
former ages have been, and then re- 
strain, if you can, your crootioii, 
your astonishment, at this modest 
doctrine of judicial impeccability f 
Let us ca«t a glance over the rtiga 
of those sovereigns uho have h«4 
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the misfortune to violate the ccAisti- 
fotion and to suffer for fharoffeaee, 
we shall lind that all those calami- 
ties which befell, not only them, 
but ^e nation, arose from the cor- 
ruption of judges, by whose roinis- 
teriality and servility, the course of 
law was suspended, and the pec^t's 
franchisee invaded. 

£dward U. had a tiiae-terviog 
chief justice whose name was Bal- 
dock ; the old historiaos caU him a 
ftise and pkkd elerk; he died in 
prison from the rough reception the 
people gave him as the officers were 
cooveying him there, by which the 
liangman was defrauded of his due. 
Richard II. had also a chief justice 
equally time-serving called Tresil- 
lian, who met with his deserts in a 
oiore regular way, for he was hang- 
ed, and Beth nap aud others of hm 
worthy compeers were banished. 
Charles I. had no less than a whole 
bench full of time-serving judges, 
all of whom subscribed to the lega- 
lity of ship-money, for which they 
were not punished quite equal to 
•their deserts ; but his ministers Laud 
•and Strafford, who acted as judges 
in his high commission courts, were 
executed. James IL had a noble 
limb of the law in Judge Jefferies, 
who also defrauded the hangman. 
I might mention also many corrupt 
•and time serving judges in ether 
reigns, as Scrogs, and Eropson and 
Dudley, and Thorpe, «nd Way land, 
who after judging others, were them- 
selves judged. Rapin informs us 
(vol. ii. p. 759, folio cd.) that " the 
'** judges received ^>rders when they 
'^ went their circuits to use all their 
^ authority for confirming the right 
** assumed by King James II. di 
-^ dkpeniwg with the laws; and they 
••* executed (he adds) these orders 
^ witib extreme rigour and inso- 
** leiice.*V-Those judges, whose du- 
ty it was to maintain the law, and 
who had taken an oath to maintain 
it against the King himself, used all 
their influence upon theflr respective 
VOL.V111. 



circuits to make the people believe 
that King James was above the law, 
and could dispense with it whenever 
it pleased hin so to do ! If Sir 
Nash had lived at the period of the 
revolution, would he have thought 
k a grievous crime to arraign the 
•pinions of those judges! But if 
our present judges are impeccable, 
those judges must have been so 
likewise I Will not the doctrine of 
impeccability go a hundred and 
tw'enty three years back? If it will 
not, then il is a modem thing in- 
deed I A new light suddenly falka 
upon us, and all judges who pretend 
to this novel illumination are bound 
methittks to explain to us which way 
they came by it. 

fif there is a cotmtry in the world, 
where the opinions and decisions of 
a judge ought to be exposed to fre^ 
investigation, it is England; for the 
office of an English judge is " Ji/t 
dic€rc^* and not, ''jus facere :'* he 
is not to mukt the law, but to ad- 
minister that law which has been 
handed down to us from our ances- 
tors, and constitutes an English raan'a 
best inJuritance. This inheritance it 
IS incumbent in every Briton to un- 
derstand: he ought not to accept 
whatever it pkases any of the kiog!s 
ministers of j U8tice(for the real judges, 
properiy speaking, arc the jury) to 
tell him is his birthright. No! his 
birthright is a thing stable and im- 
mutable, and not to be influenced 
by any man's construction whatever. 
Thus Lord Coke says, " albeit judg- 
" ments in the king's court are of 
" high regard in law, and Judicia 
" areaccounted Hsjurisdictat yet k 
" is pk>vided that if any judgment* 
" be given contrary to any of the 
" points of the Great Charter, or 
" Caria de Forest a, by the justices^ 
" or any other of the king's ministers, 
-" it shall be undofs and HOLDair 
*• Fon wouGHT."— This declaration 
of his lordship's is grounded on the 
statute 42 Edw. UK made for th^ 
purpose of coofirmin* and iravo* 
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cably establishing the Great Cbai^ 
tor : Uie first chapter of that act de- 
clares, that " if any statute shall be 
•** made hereafter contrary to the 
** Great Charter, it shall be uoldeh 
" FOR nokb:" and the second chap- 
ter says, what has been jqst quoted 
from Lord Coke. In short the fran- 
chises of an Englishman are not to 
be infringed by the act even of King, 
Lords and Commons, which, in all 
points not determined already by 
Magna Charta, is law ; it is highly 
^t therefore that these franchises 
should not.be left to the discretion of 
41 judge ; and it is still more fit, and 
.even highly necessaty, that English- 
men should freely investigate the 
decisions of their JAidges, otherwise 
bow are they to know whether they 
;8re conformable to* Magna Charta, 
or not? The doctrine of implicit 
confidence in judges, reminds me 
of a similar doctrine so often made 
use of by the popish clergy, who 
would not allow the common people 
to read the Scriptures, and try, by 
that standard, the truth of those 
doctrines preached to them ; no, they 
were to receive such doctrines im- 
plicitly without question or enqtiry 
of any sort; and just so it appears 
would cert<i in judges have persuaded 
our countrymen to receive their de- 
cisions : they are not t© be compared 
with Magna Charta, and by that 
standard to be discovered whether 
they are true and constitutional, or 
whether they stand accursed^ and 
ought to he holdenfor nought. The 
reader will rememb'T that our fore- 
fathers implori'd the most bitter curses 
on all who infringed the Charters in 
general, and especially on all those 
who shall presume to judge agai/tst 
them : it is clear therefore that every 
judicial decision against the tenor 
of ^ the Great Charter, is not only 
void in law; but al>o stands anathe- 
matized by the- solemn imprecations 
of those to whom we owe our exis- 
tence, 
* I will not conceal Mr. £ditor, 



that I have been led into a more 
ample discussion of this subject, by 
the consideration that our judges, 
will soon have to. decide a* point in 
which the most valuable franchises 
guaranteed to us by the Great Char- 
ter is concerned ; what ,will be the 
result of that appeal to the court of 
King's Bench no man can tell ; but 
this I will maintain, that it may 
benefit, but cannot injure the party 
who has thought fit to seek redresx 
there : be the decision what it will, 
it cannot injure the people of Eng* 
land ; fo^as we have just seen, no 
judgment in any of the king's courts 
can deprive Englishmen of any of 
those franchises, secured to them 
and their posterity forever, by meana 
of the Great Charter. 

Let us now return to the thread 
of our enquiry : King James the Sew 
cond's judges, not only pronounced 
to the people, that the King by vip. 
tue of his prerogative might suspend 
the law, but, (which would be in- 
credible were it not well authenti- 
catTil) the wholo profession made to 
his Majesty, the same declaration. 
The society of the Middle Temple^ 
on the nth of June, l687, the very 
year preceding the Revolution, pre- 
sented, says Rapin,* an address to 
his Majesty, in which they approved 
all he had done under pretence of 
prerogative : they further declared* 
" That the king's prerogative \yas 
." derived from God, himself, and 
*^ that no earthly power could le- 
"strict or diminish it:" they con- 
cluded, by " assuring his Majesty 
" that they unanimously resolved to 
" defend, with their lives and for- 
" tunes, the divine maxim, a Deo 
" rexy a rege lex.** — Hero w« have 
the whole body of lawyers subvert- 
ing tl)e faw ; cotnmitting tn^ason a- 
gaiust the constitution ; laying their 
own and the people's franchises at 
the feet of an absolute authority, of 
a prerogative declared lo be bound 

♦ Vol. II. p. 759. 
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hy DO restrictions ; in brief, a pure 
unmitigated despotism. Had the na- 
tion at large entertained no juster 
sentiments of the constifution, than 
the ioneurabie society of the Middle 
Temple^ we should have all been, at 
this irtstant of time, " hewers of wood 
and drawers of water," to the descen- 
dants of King James II ! Surely 
after such a trait as this, the good 
people of England will not be very 
ready to pin their political creed 
upon the sleeve of a lawyer. £xr 
ceptions there are no doubt in every 
age, to the general rule drawn from 
the common time-serving disposition 
of lawmen : there were even at that 
daj^, when the society of the ^^ddle 
Temple thus degraded themselves, 
glorious characters in the profession ; 
— a S0MER8, a H«LT, a Trjrbt, a 
Matkaho, and a Powbl, just as 
we had in the last ago a Pratt, 
and h^e now an Erskinb, the 
latter of whom has declared, " That 

•^^HS WOITLD aOONER P1]S THAN 
** UVi VNDER A5T OTHER DOMI- 
** KIOW THAN THAT OF TH^ LAW T 

These luminaries shine the brighter 
for the disk that in general obscures 
the profession: they aflford no reason 
however, why Englishmen should 
not be suspicious of crown lawyers, 
who have done pnore harm to their 
liberties than any other set of men 
whatsoever. Had these situations 
been always filled by popular elec- 
tion, as once they were, it is very 
likely that not a drop of that blood 
vould have been spilt, which our 
generous ancestors so freely poured 
forth in defence of their own, and 
oar franchises. There were groat 
efforts made in Edward the Second's 
time to restore that ancient practice ; 
had they been successful, it would 
perhaps have not been necessary in 
the next reign to pass the act before 
alluded to, by which all judgments 
contrary to Magna Charta arc de- 
clared to be " void in law !** Those 
vho now preach to us the doctrine, 
that we must implicitly receive the 



decisions of a judge, never supposed, 
to be sure, that the '* swinish ,roul- 
" titude," would have sense to dis- 
cover, in the statute book itself, a 
criterion to direct their conduct in 
respecting, or rejecting, such deci- 
sions. 

Much may be said in mitigation 
of the'offence committed by prtTo- 
gative against the franchises nf our 
laml, which cannot be urged in ex- 
tenuation of the same offence com- 
mitted by privilege. Our kings wert 
told that their prerogative was ile- 
rived from God himself: the men of 
God quoted many texts of Scripture 
to prove it, and the men of the tav^ 
added their sanction to confirm the 
imposture; the latter were far more 
culpable than the former, because 
their own legal records taught them 
the contrary. Thus we may say 
prerogative stood with one foot upon 
the Gospel and the other upon the 
law, both corrupted, and Hindered 
subservient to its views by iheir mi- 
nisters and professors; no wonder 
that it was so saucy and so arrogant; 
and yet it had its fall ! With all 
these advantages it could not tri- 
umph over the Great Chaiter of our 
liberties : what expectations then can 
privilege entertain of so mighty a 
conquest ? The house of Lords ori- 
ginally exercised a. trust reposed in 
them by the people ; the more mo- 
dern part of that assembly owe their 
existence to that prerogative which 
so vainly attempted to subvert our 
franchises. The pretensions of the 
house of Commons are still more 
slender; that house can pretend to 
no authority derived from heaven, 
conscious, as it must be, that all its 
power is delegated by tne people, 
and for the express purpose of main- 
taining popular rights, not of sub^ 
verting them. They arc the crea- 
tures of the people's choice; how 
incongnious then the attempt to 
unmake those who have made them ! 
— to deprive those of the benefit of 
the law viho have given tkcm their 
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lawful authorttj ? Cdn it be sup- 
posed that the peof^e wHl over sUb* 
mit to be outlawed by their 6wn de- 
legates add attomies ? The power 
that can withhold the law from a 
British subject must he greater than 
the law itself. When that power 
boasted a celestial origin ; ^heu it 
was supposed to be conferred by 
God's own handy and the person 
who exercised it was generally re* 
garded as the horii^$ ontMUed^ it is 
no wonder that it inspinDd awe and 
veverence, in superstitious times; 
But whOf I should be glad to know, 
Mr. Editor, has ancmttd the mem- 
bers of the fao«se of Commons, or 
even of the house of Lords? who 
but friseurs and valets de cbambre, 
ever nut any oil or essence upon 
their heads ? will otto of roses serve 
te a substitule for the virtues ctm- 
mntA\nX\iMSmctaAmpuUMf* like 

* The Sancta Ampvlla or Samit Am* 
pmde in France, claims a prioritj .to 
ours, for it was brought fh>m heaven 
full of balm bj a dove, when Clovis was 
iNiptiseH at B^eims in 496 by Saint Eemi 
himself! There were once m France, 
Icnigbts of the order of Samte Ampoule, 
who wore a mantle of black taffeta, an 
which was embroidered a golden cro6^ 
charged with a dove, holding in its beak 
m imall phial, with a hand eitended to 
receive it. Our Ampulla is kept in the 
I'ower, and is in the form of an eagle of 
pure gold, out of whose beak the oil is 
first poured into a golden spoon, and 
thence on the head intended to be ren- 
dered sacred. To this it may not be im- 
proper to add the argument used bv 
parliament against Charles the Firsts 
right of prerogative, which be said was 
settled and established by God himselC 
on him and his posterity. They argued 
says Acherley, p. 504, « That that set- 
« tleraent must niecessariljr appear by 
^ some evidence either written or tin- 
«* written, and therefore he ought to 
<* shew some evidence how God himself 
^ had settled this part;icuUr nation and 
^ the people and their persons and es- 
** tates on his M«jestY and bis posterity ; 
<* and that if such Evidence cobld be 

• shewn, then tlic gilt and settlement of 

* ki» Maiesty^s Uf^ by God himself, 



celestial essence may perhaps be lest 
grateful to the ^factory nerves thatt 
the modem perfume, but iu virtnea 
are far more indelible. ^ Not all the 
waters in the rough rude sea,'* says 
our great dramatist, ^ can wash thd 
balm from an anointed KingJ* T9 
what Mr. Editor can we compara 
this heavenly helm which seems to 
have stuck to the head like pfteb, 
and to have penetrated to the very 
bone f Is »t not natural. Sir, that 
it should have produced an eflfect 
upon the inside of the craaiim aa 
well as the outside } Is it not natural 
Sir, that it should have produced ft 
sort of divine deiirium about the 1^ 
gion of the brain, which might maka 
a man suppose himself a celestial 
vicegerent, the delegate of heaves, 
inst^ ot men, and by a aaturaL 
consequence conceive hinMclfexaHed 
above, aye, far above, the law. Tbii 
in my humble opinion, was^the true 
origin of this law dispensing phreaiyt 
k was a sort of maggot bred ia ihd 
royal brains by the effect of the holy 
oil ; but how this disorder came af- 
terwards to light upon the heads* of 
the other two branches of the legi^ 
lature is a point not so easily ao* 
counted for } however there is a pa»> 
sage, Mr> Editor, in Lord Clarew* 
don's history, which leems to thn>sr 
some light on this mysteriofus cir- 
cumstance. — "A man shall not 
^ unprofitaMy expend his , cantem^ 
** plation that considers the method 
«< of God's justice, that the same 
** principles^ and the same apf^ica- 
** tion of those principles, should ba 
** used to the wresting all sovereigit 
** power from the crown, which the 
^* crowu first made use Qf» for at« 

^ would be not only justifiable, bit 
^ indefeasible ; wheneas soch rigbcs as 
^ wanted the conirmation of the peopb 
** must necessarily be defeazible, tor the 
^' nature of a conormat km was to make 
*' that iBrm and good, which before i«m 
** defeazible and defective, which coal4 
** never be said of a settleflpient made Ift 
^ Qpd htmsrit.'* 
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*' fiuroiDg an arbitrary and tinlKnite^ 
^ power 4>v€r thfe people ; aad that 
" tha same necessity which waa used 
** as a prttenee to sanction the writs 
*• of ship money, was also uiied to 
** exclude the crown from any con- 
^ troul over the militia, and thus 
'^ the $ame maxka of solus pepuU 
^' supremm ler, which bad been made 
** use of for extirpating the people's 
'* rishtSy was in its turn made use 
** of for overturning the regal pro- 
'•' rogative."* 

Such was the nature of the con* 
test between CharU« and his parlia- 
ment) the eot armed with preroga- 
•ive, the other with privilege, wid' 
both treading under their feet the 
law and constitution of their coun- 
try. There is one phrase in this 
quotation particularly deserving at- 
tention, and that is, " Qo^s Jus- 
tice r Lord Clarendon, tory as he 
was, considered it as an mterposi- 
tion of divine justice, that he, who 
wrenched the law to deprive others 
of their rights, should be dispoiled 
of his own by the same means. 

The first instance of parliament 
tssnming the privilege of interrupt- 
ing the course of law was in the 
tase of the arrest of (he five mcra- 
hers ; we have Lord Clarendon's au- 
tborily for this (act, and a better 
^ere cannot be; he says, " the house 
" never sends, «t least never didsemd 
** till this parliament, any order to 
* the court, out of which the pro- 
" cess issued to stay the proceedings 
V at law, because tlie privilege ought 
*' to be l^ally pleaded :" it^eed his 
lefdship sM^ *' there is, there €4m 
** ie no privilege of which the law 
" doth not taice notice, and which 
*• is Bot pleadable by, and at law.^f 

• Hist. Vol. L p.54«. 
t Vol. |L |^3^«iid3d9. 



If) shoFti it is easy to see that privi- 
lege was, in that day, nothing aiom 
than protection : it was defensive ar« 
mour until the unjust attacks of the 
crown made parliament convert it 
it into an oti^nsive weapon. Still 
however, thi» weapon, was first used 
in behalf of the people's rights; the 
arresX of the five members was 4 
grievous infringement of the consti- 
tution, a direct violation of the 
Great Charter, as may be seen by 
Acherley.* 

It is the general consequence pro- 
duced by a departure from funda* 
mental institutions, that one excess 
produces another ; thus the innova* 
tions upon the constitution, arising 
from an inordinate stretch of preroga- 
tive, produced a similar inaovatiba 
on the part of privilege, which, 
though first applied to resist despo* 
tism, has iU last become the instnn 
ment of another despotism equally 
intolerable, but happily far mor^ 
easily corrected, for the remedy rests 
with the people themselves. Thej 
have the law and the charters ; tha 
constitutional standard remains tbe 
same; let them bestow their confix 
dence on those only who are con* ' 
tent to rally round it : privilege wiH 
then return within its legitimate li- 
mits, as has been the case with re- 
spect to prerogative, fi>r it is no| 
proper that either should be ester* 
mtnated : what we ought to desiva 
IS, that their excesses only sh'oul4 
be corrected, and the constitution 
by such means preserved ^ 
I remain. Sir, 

Yours, &c- 
TiHOTHY TavEvajr^ 
BevoMkire, Nov. 10. 

* British Cpustitationi p. 400^ ma4 
sequel. 
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CANTERBURY. 
JUtt»ni $fth€ Meeting of the Friemen 

• ^itd Inkuhitmnti of Canterbury^ held 
tB the front if tie Guildhall, on, the 
UUkqfMay^ 1810L 

Mr. Frendf in moTing th« first reso- 
iRttoo^ took notice of a paper which be 
seated had been put into nis handt as 
kr v^ft coming to the meeting, and 
which he irad m fottows ><- 

• ^Ronan and Cbriitian PatriotiaiB 
«Mt«d; or a scnpture specinen of no^ 
Vte opposition to arbitrary power.-*Tbe 
»ucient Magna Cbarta pleaded by the 
jApostle Paul. 

* The chief captain conmianded him 
•d be brooght to the castle^ and bade 
thai he ihouki be examined^y scovrg- 
ip(^;aBd aa they boond him with thonga, 
Pto) aaid unto the ceuturion that stood 
liy — Is it lawful for you to scourge a 
■laD that is a Roman, and uncomdemn- 
ed r (that IS, withoat a trial.)— Acts 

**And the High Priest, Annaaias^ 
coatmaaded .them that stood by to 
'«Bitehira(Paul)ou the mouth. — ^Then 
Paul said unta him. — Ood shall smite 
tbee, thou wluted wall, for sittest thou 
fa judge us after the hiw, and com- 
anodest me t6 be smitten, contimry to 
thehiw.* — Actsixiii. 3, 3. 

«* At another timev when the magis- 
trates begaa to be ashamed of their •con- 
coct; and wished for the Apostle to be 
intvately let out of prison, Paul nobly 
aaid — ihcy have beaten us op^aly un- 
roodemned^ being Romans, and cast us 
jbto prison, and now do they thrust Os 
fMi privily. — Nay, rerily, but let 
fhem come themselves and fetch us out/' 
-^Acts xvi. 37. 

** British Ciif istinns 1 an example se 
iUnstrif>us is worthy your imitation/' 

He then observed, that from the very 
apposite scriptural quotations introdu- 
ced, he should have been inclined to at- 
tribute this production to the worthy 
dean of the cathedral, had he been tliere, 
aiMi lit* presumed, at least, that it had 
be^u pfuued by an honourable and re- 
verend prcbt^nd^ry of that church| Mr. 



Hobart: he was sure it would do tba# 
reverend gentleman credit, and he sin* 
cerely lioped that he would make it the 
subject of a discourse from the pulpit. 
It would indeed be worthy his profes- 
sion to second the eflbrts of the meetings 
He concluded by moving the fiist reso- 
lution, viz. 

** lliat the Speaker of the house of 
** Commons is not the King ; and the 
^ house of Conmions is only a part, and 
" not the whole of tlje legislatura" 

The other resolutions exj)ressed the 
concurrence of the meeting in the pro* 
eeedings of tht el^tors of Westminster, 
Middlesex, and the Uvery of Loodoo, 
and their approbation of the conduct of 
•f Sir Francis Burdett. 

The petition voted, in order to be pre- 
sented to the house of CommoDS, com-t 
plains of the same grievances as the 
Westminster, Middlesex, and London 
petitions. — Speaking of the case of Mr. 
Uale Jones and Sir F. Burdett, the pe- 
ti^on says: — 

^ We are the mora earnest that your 
honourable house should revise your 
proceedings in these respects, since we 
are not able to accoant for the unex- 
ampled severity in your honourable 
house towards Mr. Gale Jones and Skr 
Francis Burdett, and the refusal of your 
honourable house to enquire mto the 
conduct of Lord Castlerc^h and Mr. 
Perceval, who at the time stood disr 
tinctly charged with the sale of a seat ia 
your hononrable house, evidence of 
which iVas oflFered at the bar by a mem- 
ber of Your honourable house; and it 
was declared in your honourable boosc^ 
<* that such practices were as notociois 
as the sun at uoou-day !" — Practices, at 
the bare mention of which the Speijker 
of your honourable house declaredt 
<* that our ancestors would ha\e startle^ 
with hprror and indignation." 

Now we humbly beg leaveof ^our ho- 
nourable bouse to consider which is or 
the greatest importance,! he preservation 
of, to say the least, a doubtful privilege^ 
or the preservation of the country frooi 
corrupt and disbenourable pracucei,a^ 
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In what light it will be CQfisid«red \>f 
posterilj that Sir Francs Burdett, a reid 
represehtative of the people, should be 
confined in the Tower, and ^r. Perce- 
val should be at large in your hoaoui'able 
house, And should take so great a share 
in the rejection of pedtions, coupling 
his name with a transaction of a most 
odious nature, from the charge of which 
he ought either to be relieved, or to re- 
ceive the severest censure of your ho- 
nourable house." 

The following is a copy of the address 
moved to Sir Francis Burdetc, which is 
to be presented by Mr. Wardle and Mr. 
Frend:— 

ToSjrF. Burdett, Bart, 

Sir* — ^I'he Romans gave a civic crown 
to him who preserved the life of a citizen: 
die hi>use of Commons of this kingdom 
has sent you to prison for defending 
most ably, legally, and constitutionally, 
tlte rights of a citizen, and in him those 
of the country. 

But the people of En^nd are with 

r, you were before eudeared to them 
your patriotic conduct in parliament; 
mnd your late firm and manly resistance 
to the Speaker's warrant, though eu- 
Ibrced by an army, has n vetted you in 
our hearts. You have indeed displayed 
courage, and skill, and zeal, which 
manifestly point you out as the only 
person in England, on whom we can 
rely for obtaining the great end of all 
our wishes, a reform in the representa- 
tion of the people; such as slmll com- 
pletely destroy the boroughmongering 
^tioo, and make the house of Com- 
mons, what it ought to be, the watchful 
trustee of the public |iur^ and guardian 
«nd preserver of the people's rights. 

Au arduous contest awaits you on 
your release from this wicked attack on 
jour person. The hydra of corruption 
IS not easily to be destroyed, nor would 
your glory be so great, if your enemies 
were less powerful. It is impossible thnt 
they should forgive you ; tor you will 
not be turned aside by party purposes, 
and having only one object in view, the 
good of ali, you mu^t expect that tliev, 
»% ho are contending to preserve or obtain 
places and pensions, and jobs, will ob- 
struct you to the utmost of their power. 
Yet we flfitter ourselves that vou will 
triumph over all tht-se obstacles; and 
no eifort on our part shall be wanting to 
contribute to your huccess. 

We scorn to condole with you, on 
(he privations which you suffer; for your 



mind is too noble to be affected by i^ie 
loss of those comforts, to which Sram 
your rank and situation in life you are 
entitled The crown of martyrdom ii 
the glory of the christian chur«:h. Wc 
pray that the triumph over your enemies 
may be speedy and compU^te; we wisli 
you ail the happiness which a good con- 
science can afford ; we b^ of you to re- 
ly on us, as steadily attached to yon and 
your cause, and to accept these testimo- 
nies of our affection and reeard deliver- 
ed by our fellow-citizens, who will fxm* 
firm to you the u^erest taken by the 
City of Canterbury in your welfare. 
Signtfd at the request of the meetiHU. 
Wm. Chalk, Chairmaji. 
Canterbury, May 14, 1810. 

BERKSHIRE. 

M a Meeting of' the GentUmtn, ^4rp^ 

Freeholders, Householders^ imd «M^ 

Inhabitant* f^tke County ofBerhs^ 

%n full County assembled, ihe^thd^ 

of June, 1810, by the appoinimeul ^ 

the High SJteriff, pursuant toa R^ 

quisitiou to him for that purpose modem 

The High Sheriff, in the chair. 

Tw\ petitions were presented by Sir 

John Throckmorton, bart. and aecoi»- 

fled by Thomas Goodlake, Esq. the on^ 

praying for a reform of parUament, and 

the other for the release of Mr. Jolia 

Gnle Jones, and Sir Francis Burdett, 

barL from their imprisonment, whic\ 

having been read amJ approved, 

It was resolved, Thnt tlie petitions 
now read be adopted and signed by the 
high sheriff in the name of cite county, 
and delivered t6 the members for tlus 
county, George Vansittart and Charles 
Dundas, Esqrs. who are requested t9 
present the same to the house of Coo^ 
mons, and are hereby instjucted to sup- 
port the same therein. 

A letter addressed to Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, hurt, -liaviiig been also read, it wa!» 
resolved, That the same should be sign- 
ed by the high slieriff, in the name of 
the meeting, and that the high sheriD*, 
the members, and as maay gentlemen 
as think proper, be requested to wait 
upon and present the same to Sir F. 
Burdett, togetlier with a copy of these 
resolutions. 

That these lesolutions be inserted in 
the Beading Salisbury, and Oiford pam- 
pers, and in the following London p^ 
pers, viz: Morning Chronicle, British 
Press, Sun, Star^ Statesman, and Al- 
fred. 
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TImt th€ tiirniktofthis Meetinfr be 
frvcntoSirJoHNTHiiOcKiioiiTON, bert. 
tbe moyer, and Tbomas Goodlaks, 
Cs^. the seconder of the petition and 
Ksolutions. 

The foO<min^ is the address to Sir 
9. Burdetty which was nsiA b^ the ^ 
^ J sheriff. 

RtadSngf June 5, 1910. 

We /eel greaC pleasure and satisfiM^ 
lioo in convejring to joo, in the name 
sf the gentlemen, cieigy, freeholders, 
iNMisehuTderSy and ether inhabitants of 
the County of Berks, in full county as- 
•enibled, their sentiments of gratitude 
wn4 attachment for jour generous eier- 
tions in defendins; the cause of the poor, 
the helpless and tne oppressed ; for your 
unwearied endeavoon in exposing^ and 
attacking corruption and abuses in the 
Bairy, tm army and the state ; for your 
«nabated zeal opon all occasions, in 
maintaining with firmness the liberty, 
fSroperty and rights of the people, ia op- 
position to the pernicious system which 
«s undermining and destroying the coun- 
trv ; and above all, for yonr unremitted 
e^orts to obtain a fiill, fair, free and 
equal representation of the people in 
parliament, which, more than any lan- 
guage in your letter to your constituents, 
the electors of Westminster, have excited 
the acrimony of all those who, by pai^ 
Cicipatingin the misplaced millions of 
their country, naturally rank you among 
their enemies. In yo;i we hare had an 
upright aiid honest roan — a firm, zeal- 
<nis and inflexible friend to our free con- 
stitution, as bj law established. 

We are, Sir, with the greatest res- 
pect and sincerity, Ike, 

CotTNTY OP MIDDLBS^EX. 
Jt a nvmeroui Mnd reipectable Meeting 
of the Freeholders of the county^ 
Middlesex, held at the Mermaid lb- 
vem, Hackney, on Friday, the Bth, 
day of June, 1810, pursuant to u r^ 
quisition, the following Resolutions 
were agreed to. 

Resolved, 
That a complaint, romonstraiice, and 
petition, be presented to the bouse of 
Commons, praying that the rejected pe- 
tition be now received. 

That the complaint, remonstrance, and 
petition, now read, be signed by the 
sheriff, in the name and on behalf of 
this meetiog} Imd that the same be pre- 



sented tm the house by our w^ttmnml' 
civesi 

That the sherHT be repeated to w^ 
tbemtcate this resolution by hisBign»> 
ture, in the name of tliis meeting, and 
transmit the taiBe to the houoorable 
aneosbers of the bouse of ConmoMy 
■bore-mentioiied, respectively. 

That the thanks of tbis county are 
eminently due to the Hon. T. Brapd for 
Aet saflfi^i^ the present sessioii to pass 
away without calling the attentMNi of 
parliament, and of the eoantyy to the 
deplorable decay and very pemieioas 
slate of the people's represeotatios in 
the Commons house ; and as well to 8ir 
John Newport, Bart, to Samuel Whit- 
bread, G. L. Wardle, and C. Noel* 
Esqrs. for the able and strevoona sap- 
port they gave on tbis occasion, to toe 
cause ofconstitotional refbrmatioB. And 
we further declare our rooted convietioo 
of the existing ur^^roey alike for tbe in- 
ternal peace, for the liberties, and for 
the safety of these realms, that tbe house 
of Cottmions should possess the uaiiooS 
'Confidence, and that, therefore, a Tevi- 
asil and atnendment by parliament, ef 
the powers of election to that house, is 
an object from which no slander, no per- 
secution, no oppressions shall deter us. 

That the county of MiddleseiL request 
Mr. Maddox, to renew, in the next ses- 
sion of purliament, his motion for sm in* 
qniry into the sale of a seat in pariia- 
ment, of which he aceased Lord Casde* 
reagh, Mr. Perceval, ,and Mr. Welles- 
ley, and that our representatives ane 
heitfby instructed to support such bmh 
tion. 

That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to G. Byng Esq. for his ooastita- 
tional conduct in paniameiit, and parti- 
cularly for presentmg and suppoctii^ oar 
late petition. 

That the thanks ei this meeting be 
Sfiven to the slieriiB, for their readiness 
in calling this meeting, and for tbeir ju- 
dicious and impartial conduot in tlie 
chair. 



THE PETITIOK, &C. 

That on the S6tb day of April last, 
your petitioners, in full county nssem- 
bled, agreed to a petition, which was 
presented to your honouraijle houM on 
the £d of May last; and which, yooi< 
petitioners have been inforixiedi was rc» 
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Jecbed by your honourable hou«e, he- 
cause certain allegations therein con- 
Xaineti were believed not to be true; 
because it was not thought to he worded 
in a sulficienily respectful mitriner ; was 
signed by a small number of freeholders; 
was a protest a^ninst your proceedings ; 
and because it was supposed to be an 
attempt to. degrade your honourable 
bouse. 

Your petitioners complain of this re- 
jection of their petition. The free and 
uncontrouled exercise of the right of 
pnetitioning was claimed, ^lemanded, in- 
Bisted on, and continued by the Bill of 
Kights, as one of the true ancient and 
indubitable rights and liberties of the 
people of this kingdom. That statute 
declares, " that it is the right of the 
**^ sulvject to petition the King, and all 
■* commitments and prosecutions for 
*' such petitioning are illegal/' It had 
never then occurred, even to the tyrant 
James, to refuse to receive the petitions 
of the people. Is it, then, to be per- 
mitted to them to tell the King with im- 
punity (as the seven bishops did, in that 
detested reign), that *• his proceedings 
'< are illegal ;" and not to tell to their 
own servants, professing to represent 
them, that '< they have violated the law 
'^ and the constitution ; or to protest 
a«;ainst their act4 when they deprive 
them of lh«»ir Rights, or subvert their 
liberties. But to reanon on so plain a 
point is unnecessary. — A right to peti- 
tion, and a right to refuse to receive pe- 
titions, cannot exist together. 

Your petitioners assure your honour- 
flblc house, that the assertions contained 
in their rejected petitions are truths, 
which they trust they shall make evident 
to your honourable house. " That in 
** the cases of Mr. John Gale Jones and 
** Sir Francis Burdeti, your house assu- 
" med and exercised a power unknown 
" to the law and unwarranted by the 
" constitution," is manifest from the 
statutes enumerated in tfie act of the 
10th of Charles I. for abolishing the in- 
iamous court of star chamber, which re- 
cites, that " by the Great Charter, ma- 
" ny times confirmed in parliament, it 
** is enacted. That no free man shall be 
** taken or imprisoned, or be outlawed, 
" or exiled, or otherwise destroyed ; 
** and that the King will not pass upon 
'^ him, or condemn him, but by the 
** lawful jadgmeiit of his peers, or hy 
•* the law of tlie land. And by another 
** stuiule, made in the 5th year af the 

VOL. VIII. 



'* reign of King Edward Til. it is enac- 
" ted. That «o man shall be attached 
" by any accusation, nor fore-judged of 
" life or limb, nor his lands, tenen>ent5 
•' goods nor chatties seized into the 
" King's hands against the form of tlie 
" Geeat Charter, nor the law of the' 
" land. And by another statute, made 
** in the 25th year of the reign of thie 
" same King Edward III. it is accorded, 
" assented and established. That nonfe 
" shall be taken by petition or sugge!{- 
** tion made to the King, or to bis coun- 
*' cil, unless it be by indictment or pre- 
^* seutment of good and lawfal people of 
'* the same neighbourhood where such 
" deeds be done, in due manner, or by 
'^ process made by writ original at th^ 
" common law : and that none be put 
/* oCit of his franchise or freehold, uii- 
" less he be duly brought in tp answer, 
" and forejudged of the same by the 
" course of the law ; and if any thing 
** be done against the same, it shall be 
" redressed and holdeo for none. And 
•< by another statute, made in the 28th 
" year of the reign of the same King 
'* Edward III. it is amongst other things 
" enacted. That no man of what estate 
" or condition soever he be, shall be 
** put out of his lands or tenements, nor 
'< taken nor imprisoned, nor disinherited, 
** without being brought in to answer by 
" due process of law. And by another 
" statute, made in the 4Qd year of the 
" reign of the said Kii>g Edward IIT. 
'' it is enacted. That no man be put to 
" answer without presentment before 
"justices, or matter of record, or by 
" due process and writ original, accord- 
'' ing to the old law of the land ; and if 
•* any thing be done to the contrary, it 
'* shall be void in law, and holden for 
«« error." 

Your petitioners, therefore, were jus- 
tified in assertiiTg, that the committal 
to prison of Mr. John Gale Jones and 
Sir Francis Burdett, in puniiihmeht for 
liljel without trial by Jury, is " practice 
'* unknown to the law, and unwarranted 
" by the constitution." 

That " the Speaker's warrant has been 
** executed by military force — an Eng- 
** lishman's house, his sanctuary, has 
" been violated, and the blood of ui:- 
" offending citizens has been shed in the 
" streets," \\b% been proved at the bar 
oiyour lionourable house, and by two 
verdicts of wilfnl murder against ceftaia 
Qf his Majesty's Life Guards. 
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That '' the letter of .^ir Francis Bur- 
*' dett to the Speaker, denying the ju- 
" risdiction of the house, has been di- 
" rected not to be entered on the jour- 
" nals of your honourable house," will 
appear by reference to youi printed 
votes. 

That " in the early part of this reign, 
** in the case of Mr. Wilkes, the rights 
** of this country, and of the nation, 
*' were grossly violated by the house of 
"Commons;" that at length the law 
" triumphed ;" that " after a struggle of 
-*' nearly twenty years, the house aban- 
" doned the pretensions they had arro- 
** gated, * and expunged* from their 
** jonmals * all their declarations, orders, 
** and resolutions, as being subversive 
'* of the rights of the whole body of elec- 
** tors of this kingdom,' are facts recor- 
** ded in the Journals of your honour* 
*' able housed 

Your petitioners have now folly esta- 
blished tne truth of the allegations con- 
tained in their rejected petition, and 
which they know not how to set forth 
in any but the plain and honest language 
they have used — language in which they 
feel justified by precedent, and by the 
example of your honourable house, %vho, 
in the reasons given to the Lords against 
their claim to appellant jurisdiction, in- 
formed their lordships, that " they were 
** contriving by all methods to bnng the 
" determination of liberty and property 
'' into the bottomless aild insatiable gulph 
** of their lordships judicature, which 
** would swaUow up both the preroga- 
" tives of the crown and the liberties of 
" the people ;" and further, " that their 
** lordships had assumed and exercUed 
"judicature, contrary to the known laws 
** and customs of parliament, and tend' 
** ing to the overthrow or the Rights and 
" Liberties of the People of England.*^ 

As to the number of signatures to 
their former petition, your petitioners 
i»ere guided by the law of the land, 
Hhich directs that no more than twenty 
hignatures should be affixed to any peti- 
tion to the king or either house of par- 
liament. 

** .Against the existence as well as the 
** exercise of the power assumed by your 
" honourable house," your petitioners 
did in their late petition, and do now, 
" solemnly protest ;*• and they are sa- 
tisfied, that in so protesting, they are 
justified by numerous precedents, par- 
ticularly by a petition of the electors of 
WestmmbCer, inserted in your JuuroaU 



of the second day of February 1785, 
wherein they " solemnly protest against 
" the origin and principle of certain re- 
" solutions of your honourable house, as 
" contrary to the spirit and practice of 
" the constitution, to the plainest pravt" 
^ sions both of Common and statute lam, 
" and to the rights and privileges of the 
** electors of Great Britain.^ 

Your petitioners assuie yoo, they bad 
no intention to degrade your honourable 
house. They knew that no langtmge 
they could possibly use, could degrade 
your hon. house. By its own actisiis 
alone, can it be degraded in the minds 
of the people of England. 

Your petitioners are firmly attached 
to, and will uphold the form of govern- 
ment, cemented by the blood and esta- 
blished by the wisdom of their ances- 
tors; — they revere the kingly office; 
they' respect the house of peers — and 
are of opinion, that a bouse reallf re^ 

Presenting the Commons of the l/nited 
jngdon^, would secure all the blessingi 
of our fi^ee constitution ; and that per- 
sons fdirly elected to a seat in such 
house, would have an honour conferred 
upon tl^em greater than any which kings 
or emperors can bestow. — How far your 
honourable house is such a representa- 
tion of the people — and how many of 
your hon< members are thus elected, 
your petitioners leave to the considera- 
tion of your honourable house ; although 
they cannot but remark, that when the/ 
find on your Journals, uncontradicted 
unreilressed, that " seats" in your boo. 
house " are as notoriously rented and 
" bought as standings for ' cattle at a 
"fair;"— 

** That the house of Commons does 
not fully and fairly represent the people 
of England : 

'^That the elective franchise is so 
partially and unequall} distributed, that 
a majority of your hon. house is elected 
by less than a two-hundredth part of the 
male population : 

" That the right of voting b regulated 
by no uniform or rational principle : 

" That Rutland," the smallest, <* and 
" Yorkshire," the largest county <* re- 
^ turn the same number of representa- 
" tives :" 

" i'hai Cornwall," which, by the cen- 
sus taken by order of parliament, ap- 
pears to contain apopolatbo of 188,969, 
" returns as maay members to your bo-^ 
nourable house as the counties of York, 
liutland, and Middlesex," which, by 
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Ithe same census, Contain 1,693^77 :" — 
And " that Corowall and Wilts, con- 
taining 373^70 persons, " send more 
borough members to parliament than 
Yorkshire, Lancashire, Warwickshire, 
Middlesex, Worcestershire, and So- 
mersetshire, united,*' which contains 
2,971,026: 

** That 70 of your honourable mem- 
bers are returned by 35 places, where 
the elections are notoriously mere mat- 
ters'of form : 

<' That, in addition to the 70 so chosen, 
90 more of your honourable members 
are elected by 46 places, in none of 
which the number of electors exceeds 50 : 
"That, in addition to the 160 so 
elected, 37 more of your honourable 
members are elected by 19 places, in 
none ef which the number of electors 
exceeds 100 : 

" That, in addition to the 197 honour- 
able members so chosen, 52 more are 
returned by 26 places, in none of which 
the number of voters exceeds 200 : 

"That, in addition to the 249 so 
elected, 20 more are returned for coun- 
ties m Scotland, by less than 100 elec- 
electors each, and 10 for counties in 
Scotland, b^ less than 250 each : 

"That, m addition to the 179 so 
elected, 13 districts of burghs in Scot- 
land, not containing 100 each, and two 
districts of burghs not containing 125 
each, return 15 more of your honourable 
members : 

" That in this manner 294 of your 
honourable members are chosen, which, 
being a decided majority of the entire 
house of Commons, are enabled to de- 
cide all questions in the name of the 
whole people of Great Britain : 

" That 84 mdividuals do, by their own 
immediate authority, send 157 of your 
honourable members to parliament : 

"That, in addition to the 157 ho- 
nourable members, 150 more, makings 
in the whole, 307, are returned to your 
honourable house, not by the collective 
"voice of those whom they appear to 
represent, but bjr the recommendation 
of 70 powerful individuals, added to 
the 84 before-mentioned, and making 
the total number of putions altogether 
only 154, who return a decided majority 
ef your honourable house :*' 

That no less than 150 of your hoR. 
members owe their elections entirely to 
the interference of peers, and that 40 
peers, in defiance to the resolutions of 
jour honourable house, hiJve possessed 



themselves of so many burgage tenures, 
and obtained such an absolute and un- 
controuled demand in many very small 
boroughs in the kingdom, as to be ena- 
bled, by their own positive authority', to 
return 81 of your honourable members: 
That seats in your honourable house 
are sought for at a most extravagant and 
increasing rate of expence : 

That the means taken by candidates 
to obtain, and by electors to bestow, 
the honour of a seat in your hon. house, 
evidently appear to have been increasing 
in a progressive degree of fraud and cor- 
ruption : 

And that wlien they learn that a dis- 
tinct charge having been made in your 
hon. house against Lord Casilereagh and 
Mr, Perceval, members thereof, and 
then two of his Majesty's ministers, of 
having sold a seat therein, your hon. 
house refused to institute any inquiry : 
That trafficking in seals in your hon. 
bouse has bt-en avowed to be " as noto- 
" rious as the sun at noon-day ;*' and 
when, in addition to these circumstances, 
they hear the declaration of your speaker, 
delivered in your hon. house, " timt the 
" question then before you was no less 
" than this — whether seats^n this house 
" shall be henceforth publicly saleable ; 
" a proposition, at the sound of which 
" our ancestors would have startled with 
" indignation ; but a practice which in 
" these days, and within these walls, in 
" utter oblivion of every former maxim 
" and feeling of parliaipent, has been 
"avowed and justified: — When they 
remark tl^ese things, your petitioners 
cannotl)ut believe that the constiiuiion 
has been dreadfully impaired. 

Your petitioners, therefore, repeat 
their prayer, that your honourable house 
will follow the example of yonr predeces- 
sors, and expunge all your declaration^ 
orders, and resolu lions relating to Mr. 
John Gale Jones and ^i*" Francis Bur- 
dett, as tending to the subversion of our 
liberties, and to the introduction of mi- 
litary despotism ; and to recal Sir F. 
Burdett to the service of the country in 
parlianienr, that he may there enforce 
that reform, which last session he so 
powerfully rrconimendcd ; and which, 
in the opinion of your petitioners, is ab- 
solutely necessary for the stability and 
honour of the throne, and the safety 
and well-being of the people: and your 
petitioners further pray, that their for- 
mer petition may be now laid on. the 
table of your honourable house. 
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ON TBUB BBLI6ION, HERESY, 
$CH1SM, AND TOLERATION. 

[From " MiUon's Prose Worhr] 

All protrstant churches with one 
- consent, and particularly the church 
ot England in her thirty-nine arti- 
cles, art- 6th, 19lh. 20th, and 21st, 
and elsewhere, maintain these two 
points, as the main principles of trde 
religion ; thai the rvle of true reli- 
gion is the wordofGfid only: and 
that their faith ought not to be an im^ 
pltcit faith, that is to believe, though 
as the church beliives, without or a- 
gainst express authority of scripture. 
And if all protcstants, as universally 
as they hold these two principles, so 
attentively and roligioubly would ob- 
serve them, they would avoid and cut 
off many debates and contentions, 
schisms, and persecutions, which 
too oft have been among them, and 
more firmly unite against the com- 
/ mon adversary. For hence it direct- 
ly follows, that no true protrstant 
can persecute, or not tolerate his 
fellow protestant, though disseniLnc 
from him in some opinions, but he 
must flatly deny and renounce these 
two his own main principles, where- 
on true T( Ifgion is founded ; while 
lie compels his brother from that 
which he believes as the manifest 
word of God, to an implicit faith 
(which he himself condemns) to the 
endangering of his brother's souU 
whcilicr b^ rash bi lief, or outward 
conformity: for ** whatsoever is not 
« of faith, is sip." 

1 will now as briefly show what is 
false religion or hinsy, which will 
be done as easily : for of contraries 
the dolinitians must runds be contra- 
ry. Ihrtsy (hen/ore is a n/igiou 
iahln up and bi licvtd from the iradi- 
iiuus of men, and additions to the word 
vf God. Whence also it follows 
vlearly, tha^ofall knoiio bectS; or 



pretended religions, at this day ii 
Christendom, popery is the only or 
the greatest heresy : and be who is ^ 
forward to brand all others for here- 
tics, the obstinate papist, the only 
heretic. Heqce one of their own Ca- 
mous. writers found just cause to 
style the Romish church ^* Mother 
" of error, school of heresy." And 
whereas the papist bpasts himself to 
be a Roman catholic, it is a men 
contradiction, one 6f the pope's bulls, 
as if he should say, universal parti- 
cular, a catholic schismatic. For 
catholic in Greek signifies universal: 
and the christian church was so call- 
ed, as consisting of all nations to 
whom the gosppl was to be preached, 
in contradistinction to the jeuisb 
church, which consisted for the most 
part of Jews only. 

Sects may be in a tr\ie church u 
well as in a false, when men follow 
the doctrine too mucfi for the teach- 
ei-'s sake, whom they think almost 
infallible; and this bccomes.througb 
infirmity, implicit faith; and the 
name sectary pertains to such a dis- 
ciple. 

Schism is a rent or division in the 
church, when it comes to the sepa- 
rating m{ congregations; and may 
aUo happen to a true church, ai 
wrll as to a false; yet in the true 
nerds not tend to the breaking of 
communion, if they can agree in the 
right administration of that where- 
in ihry communicate, keeping their 
otht r opinions to tht-rosehTs, not be- 
ing'dosti uctive to faith. The pbari- 
sct s and saducecs were two sects, yd 
both met together in their common 
worship of God ^t Jerusalem. 

But hero the papist will angrily 
demand. What ! are lutherans, cal- 
vinivts, anabaptists, sociniaps, arnii- 
nuns, no hen tics i I ans^iir, All 
the-ie may haye some errors, but art? 
no heretics. Heresy is in the will 
and choice profcsstdly ^gainst scrir 
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ture; error is against the will, in 
misunderstanding the scriptu re-after 
9^1 sincere endeavours to understand 
it rightly : hence it was said well by 
one of the ancients, " Err I may, 
** but a heretic 1 will not be." It is 
» human frailty to err, and no man 
is infallible here on earth. But so 
long as al]/ these profess to set the 
word of God only before them as the 
rule of faith and obedience ; and use 
all diligence and sincerity of heart, 
by reading, by study, by prayer for 
the illumination of the holy spirit, 
'to understand the rule and •bey it, 
they have done what man can do : 
G«d will assuredly pardon them, as 
he did the friends of Job : good and 
pious men, though much mistaken, 
as there it appeal's, in some points 
of doctrine. But some will say, with 
christians it is otherwise, whoni God 
hath promised by his spirit to teach 
all things. T rue ^ali things ahsolutc 
ly necasary to salvation: but the 
hottest disputes among proiestants, 
calmly and charitably inquired into, 
will bo found less than such. The' 
lutheran holds consubstantiation : 
an error indeed, but not mortal. 
The Calvinistis taxed with predesti- 
nation, and to make God the author 
of sin; not with any dishonourable 
f bought of God, but it may be over- 
2ea1()usly asserting his absolute pow- 
er, not without plea of scripture. 
The anabaptist is accus^'d of denying 
infants their right to baptism ; again 
they say, they deny nothing but 
what the scripture denies them. The 
arian and socinian are charged to 
dispute against the trinity; they af- 
iirm to believe the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost according to scripture 
and the apostolic creed : a$for terms 
of trinity^ triniuniti/, coessentialliti/, 
t riper sonality^ ana the like, they re- 
ject than as scholastic notions, not to 
he found in scripture^ which by a ge- 
neral protestant maxim is plain and 
perspicuous abundantly to explain 
its own meaning in the properest 
lyo^ds, bclon-iqg to §o high a mat? 



ter, and ko necessary to be known ; 
a mystery indeed in their sophistic 
subtilties, but in scripture a plain 
doctrine. Their other opinions ar^ 
of less moment. They dispute the 
satisfaction of Christ, or rather th« 
word " Satisfaction," as not scriptib* 
ral : but they acknowledge him both 
God and their Saviour. The arroi- 
nian lastly, is condemned for setting 
up free will against free grace; but 
that imputation he disclaims in all 
his writings, and grounds hira^eir 
largely upon scripture only. It can- 
not l>e denied, that the authors or 
late revivers of all thesp sects or opi* 
nions were learned, worthy, zealous, 
and religious men, as appears by 
their lives written, and the same of 
thtir many eminent and learned fol- 
lowers, perfect and powerful in the 
scriptures, holy and unblamable ia 
their lives : and it cannot be ima* 
gincd, that God would desert such 
painful and zealous labourers in his 
church, and oft times great sufferers 
for their conscience, to damnable 
errors and a reprobate sei)Si\ who 
had so often implored the assistance 
of his spirit ; but rather, having made 
no man infallible^ that he hath pardoned 
tlieir errors, and accepts their pious en-^ 
dcavours, sincerely searching all things 
according to the rule of scripture^ 
uith such guidance tmd direction at 
they .can obtain of God by prayer* 
What protestant then, who himself 
maintains the same principles, and 
disavows all implicit faith, would 
persecute, and not rather charitably 
tolerate such men as these, unless 
he mean to abjure the principles of 
his own religion? If it b<» askec^ 
how fur they should be tolerated: ( 
answer, doubtless equally, as bting 
all protestants; that is on all occa- 
sions to give account of their faith, 
either by arguing, preaching in their 
several asscnblies, public writing, 
and the freedom of printing. For 
if the French and Polonian protec- 
tants enjoy all this liberty among 
papists, much more Tuay a protvb- 
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tant justly expect it among protei- 
tantt; and yet sometimes here a- 
nong OS, the one persecutes the 
olher upon erery slight pretence. 

But he is wont to say, he enjoins 
•oly things indifferent. Let them 
be so still; who gave him authority 
to change their nature by enjoining 
tbem ? if by bis own principles, as 
h proved, he ought to tolerate con* 
tfoverted points of doctrine not slight- 
ly grounded on scripture, much more 
ought he not to impose things in- 
different without scripture. In reli- 
gion nothing is indifferent, but, if it 
come once to be imposed, is either 
a command or a prohibition, and so 
consequently an addition to the word 
itt God, which be professes to disal- 
low. Besides, how unequal, how 
, uncharitable roust it needs be, to 
hupose that which his conscience 
cannot urge him to impose, upon 
biro whose conscience forbids him 
to obey ^ What can it be but love 
of contention for things not necessa- 
ry to be done, to molest the con- 
science of his brother, who holds 
ihem necessary to be not done ? To 
conclude, let such a one but call to 
»ind his own principles above-rpen- 
'ttoned,andhe must necessarily grant 
that neither he can impose, nor the 
other believe or obey, aught in reli- 
gion, but from the word of God on* 
ly. Wore amply to understand this, 
may be read the 14th. and 15th. 
chapters to the Romans, and the 
contents of tl>c 14th. set forth no 
doubt but with ftill authority of the 
church of England : the gloss is this: 
^ Men may not contemn or condemn 
** onetheothcribr things indifferent." 
i^nd in the 6th. article above-men- 
1 toned, ** whatsoever ijt not read in 
•* holy scripture, nor may be proved 
•* thereby, is not to be rcqtiired of 
^ any man as an article of faith, or 
** necessary to salvation.'' And cer- 
tainly what is not so, is not to be 
lequired at all; as being an addition 
luthe word of God expressly fprbid- 
ico. 



Thus this long and hot contest, 
whether protestants ought to tole- 
rate one another, if men will be but 
rational and not partial, may be 
ended without need of more words to 
compose it. 

Let us now enquire, whether po- 
pery be tolerable or no. Popery is 
a double thing to deal with, and 
claims a twofold power, ecclesiasti- 
cal and political, both usurped, and 
the one supporting the other. 

[Milton appears to have been of 
opinion that popery, on account of 
the danger of the political tenets of 
the church of Rome, and its idola- 
trous service, should not be fully to- 
lerated : at the same time he disap- 
proved of the punishment of catho- 
lics by fines or corporeal punish* 
ments. It need not excite snrprisc 
that at a period when the pi>pe pos- 
sessed such amplitude of power, and 
protestants, in almost everj* country^ 
were most cruelly persecuted, even 
this distinguished champion of civil 
and religious liberty should express 
his doubts respecting the complete 
toleration of papists. After rt com- 
mending as a principal moan of hin- 
** dering the growth of popery, the 
** reading dvly^ diligently, and con* 
" stanthj the holy scrtptvres,'* he con- 
cludes as follows.} 

Wherein believers who agree in the 
main, are every where exhorted to 
mutual forbearance and chanty one 
towards the other, though dissenting 
in some opinions. It is written, thai 
the coat of our Saviour was without 
si'am ; whence some would infipr, 
that there should be no division in 
the church of Christ. It should be 
so indeed; yet seams in the samt 
cloth neither hurt the garment, nor 
misbecome it; and not onl}* seams, 
but schisms will be while men are 
fallible.* ♦ ♦ ♦ 

St. Paul judged, that not only to 
tolerate, but to examine and prove 
all things, was no danger to out 
holding fast that which is good* 
How shall we prove all things, whicH 
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includes all opinions at least found* 
ed OM scripture, unless we not only 
tolerate tbcra, but patiently hear 
thetn, and seiiously read tbcra ? ** ♦ 
h it a fair course to assert truth, 
by krrogating to himself the only 
freedom of speech, and stopping the 
mouths of others equally gifted? 
This is the • direct way to bring in 
that papistical implicit faith, which 
we all disclaim* They pretend it 
would unsettle the weaker sort ; the 
same groundless fear is pretended 
by the Komish clergy. At least tben 
let them have leave to write in latin, 
which the common people under- 
stand not: that what they bold may 
be discussed among the learned only. 
We suffer the idolatrous books of pa- 
pists, without this fear, to be sold 
and read as common as our own : 
why not much rather of anabaptists, 
arians, arminians, and socinians? 
There is no learned raan but will 
confess he hath much profited by 
reading controversies, his senses a- 
wakened, his judgment sharpened, 
and the truth which he holds more 
firmly established. If then it be pro- 
fitable for him to read, why should 
it not at least be tolerable and free 
for his adversary to write ? In logic 
they teach, that contraries laid to- 
gether more evidently appear: it 
follows then, that all controversy 
being permitted, falsehood will ap-^ 
pear more false, and truth the more 
true: which must needs conduce 
much, not only to the confounding 
of popery, but to the general confir- 
mation of unimplicit truth. 



SOME PARTICULARS OP THE ROYAL 
INDISPOSITION OF 1788 — 1789. 

It was on Monday the 3d of No- 
vember, 1788, that the King's men- 
tal disorder first exhibited itself. On 
the Saturday following. Dr. Warren 
saw the royal patient, and he in- 
formed her Majesty, that the dis- 
order was an absolute mania, dis* 



tinct from and wholly unconnected 
with fever. On Sunday, his Ma- 
jesty was thought to be expiring : 
after long and violent efforts, nature 
seemed exhausted, atld he remained 
two hours senseless and ntotionless, 
with a pulsation hardly perceptible. 
Recovering by degrees, he became 
capable of taking refreshment. A 
palsy on the brain was /ie* said to 
be the cause of the malady. 

With the extraordinary cunning 
that is often found to accompany 
intellectual maladies, his Majesty 
one night feigning to sleep, even Co 
snore, thnw the apothecary, who 
alone watched him, off his guaixl, 
and hastened to a window with ft 
precipitancy which, whilst it be- 
spoke the purpose, prevented its per- 
petration by the alarm it spread. 

The habitual attention to prayers, 
observable in the King's life, did 
not forsake him in his calamitous 
situation. On Sunday his Majestj 
desired to have prayers read, and on 

Mr. M 's approach, seeing him 

embarrassed, be rose from his seat, 
and presenting a book of prayers, 
pointed to several which he had 
marked, and desired that they might 
be read. The King accompanied 
the chaplain with much recollec- 
tion ; but his wanderings returned 
soon after. In the middle of th« 
night, his Majesty rose suddenly 
from his bed, and rushed into the 
anti-chamber; the equerry earnestly 
besought him to return, which the 
King absolutely refused to do, say- 
ing — '* What right have you to com- 
mand me? 1 know who you are; 
you are my servant." Colonel G. 
replied — " Sir, it is not so now : I 
am your master — ^and you mUst and 
shall return." The King did not 
reply; but turning away, shed tears 
and complied. 

In the King's calmer moments, 
his principal occupation was wri- 
tin^^ and the subject, generally, 
dispatches to foreign courts. At 
some periods, his Majesty lavished 
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lionotir» upon all who approached 
him,— elevating to the hifjhest dig- 
nities, pages, gentlemen of tha bed- 
chamber, or any occasional atten- 
dant. To these gentler workings of 
ft disordered mind, succeeded trans- 
ports of vehemence and agitation, 
vrhich were expressed in tones so lin- 
go verned, as sometimes to reach be- 
yond the walls of the apartment. — 
The sleep which succeeded these 
agitations was often sound and long^ 
but the King did not awake from 
them in a composed state of mind. 
From this circumstance the most me- 
lancholy inferences were then drawn; 
and it was said, that a brother of 
the King's mother had terminated 
his existence under a total privation 
•f the first of blessings. Music, 
which had formerly been found pe- 
culiarly soothing to the royal mind, 
seemed only to excite impatience. 
For a fortnight his Majesty resisted 
•11 solicitations to be shaved, and 
his malady and exertions had so 
emaciated him, that every mirror 
was removed, lest the reflection of 
his own figure should affect him too 
sensibly. 

In the violent paroxysms of his 
Majesty's disorder, he continually 
raved about the Queen, sometimes 
loading her with feproaches, artd 
ottering threats against her, — at 
f>thers desiring her presence, with 
expressions of passionate regard. It 
bein? deemed improper to hazard 
the Queen's having an interview with 
his Majesty, a lady whom he used 
particularly to esteem and value, 
begged to be permitted to see him, 
in the hope of exciting some salu- 
tary feeling in the royal mind. The 
event did not answer the intention, 
kut too well confirmed the expe- 
diency of the Queen's remaining at 
a distance. 

His Majesty one day desired to 
have 400/. from the privy purse. 
He divided it into different sums, 
wrapping them up in separate pa- 
pers^ upou which he wrote the names 



of persons to whom he had been ac- 
customed to make monthly pay- 
ments, with'perfect accuracy. His 
Majesty then iVrote down the dif- 
ferent sums, with the names an- 
nexed, cast up the whole as he for- 
merly used to do, and ordered the 
money to be paid immediately, it 
being then due. After this instance 
of recollection, his Majesty began 
to deplore the linhappy situation of 
London, which, he said, had been 
under water a fortnight. His atten- 
dants, who tiever directly contra- 
dicted any assertion, assured his 
Majesty that they had received no 
account of such an event, though 
they bad daily communication with 
persons from town. The King very 
calmly replied, that they either 
sought to deceive him or were them- 
selves not well informed. He then 
proceeded to explain, with the same 
composure, that the water was ma- 
king gradual advances, and that in 
one week more it would reach the 
Queen's house. His Majesty ex- 
pressed great unwillingness that a 
valuable MS. the precise situation 
of which he described, should sufilcr, 
and declared aTn intention of going 
on the ensuing Monday to rescue it. 
This mixture of distraction and rea- 
son giving way to absolute aliena- 
tion, his Majesty expressed his sor- 
row that Lord T was not pre- 
sent, he having prepared every thing 
for creating hiui a duke. 

It was not till the 5th of Decem- 
ber that Dr. Willis was called iu, 
after his Majesty's removal to Kew. 
He blamed the delay in calling in 
practitioners peculiarly devoted to 
the study of his Majesty*s cemplaint, 
and highly condemned the liberty 
allowed the royal patient. He begged 
to act without controul, and said 
that there was but one method ia 
that complaint, by which the lowest 
and the highest persons could )>a 
treated with effect. 

Towards the latter end of Decem- 
ber, the situation of the King be- 
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tame deplorable. The strait-waist- 
coat was found to be inefficient, and 
a necessity arose of con5ning the 
royal sufferer in his bed for several 
hours : exhausltni stren{;th by de- 
grees, rendered his efforts le^s power- 
ful, and the failure bf nature pro- 
ducked an appearance of tranquillity. 
Violcntexcnions frequently repeated, 
long confinement, want of usual air 
and exercise, produced the most la- 
mentable effects. The ffesh gradu- 
ally wasted away, had left the bones 
at every joint hArdly covered, and 
the whole of his Majesty's appear- 
ance was become so affecting that it 
is said even Lord TTiurlow was over- 
powered at the first interview, and 
a flood of tears witnessed the invo- 
luntary sensibility. 

On one occasion, wlien Dr. War- 
ren was introduced to his Majesty, 
the doctor found the person cw the 
royal sufferer under the powerful re- 
striction which violent paroxysms 
made indispen^ible. The sight of 
Dr. Warren produced no paitiful seii- 
lation. The King was not discom- 
posed by it. A partial recollection 
operating on an habitual conscious- 
ness of dignity (which never forsook 
bis Majesty in his most unhappy 
moments), he was prompted to say, 
•* I have been very ill indeed, Dt. 
Warren, and I have put myself into 
this waistcoat ; but it is uneasy to 
ne: wilt you take it off^^ Dr. 
Warren hesitated a moment; but 
attentively purveying the royal suf- 
ferer, he perceived that his exhausted 
itieogth made the indulgence safe ; 
tad he replied, untying the sad 
bonds, ** Most wrUiDgly I obey you, 
Sir.** 

At another time, on the entry of 
Dr. Warren into the apartment, he 
fbnnd bis Majesty sining quietly 
tnd attentively considering a Court 
Calendar, which he was translating 
into doggrel Latin. He accosted 
Dr. Warrrn, — «♦ Ricardeiisus War- 
i^nensus Baronetensus.'* 

On the 19th. of January, 1809, 

XOh. TUX. 



the King had been induced ta walk 
in the garden. The anxiety of the fe» 
male royal relations drew them to an 
upper window. Regandiess of every 
thing but his own inipulses, his Ma* 
jesty threw bis hat into the air, adtt 
hurled a stick he held in his hand to 
an incredible distance. lie then 
proceeded with a rapid oiovement 
towards the pagvnJa, which he was 
very desirous to ascend. Being 
thwarted, he became sullen and des- 
^rate, threw himself upon the earth, 
•and so great was his strength, abA 
so powerful his resistance, that it 
was three quarters of an hour beforti 
Jbt Willis and four assistants coulA 
raise him. 

From the 7th. to the 12th. of Fe- 
bruary, his. Majesty enjoyed a series 
of good nights and quiet days. On 
the 23d. the Prince of Wales and 
Duke of York (who had hitherto 
b^n denied admittance to his Ma- 
jesty) were admitted to see their roy- 
al father. The King behaved with, 
composure and talked rationally. 

On the 24th. the chancellor in- 
formed the bouse of Lords, that ha 
had just then returned from waiting 
upon his Majesty, whose commands 
had summoned him. He said, be 
had the honour of conversing up- 
wards of an hour with him, aind 
found his mental powers in suth a 
state as gave him most confident 
hopes of ihe speedy and complete 
restoration of his Majesty's abilities 
to exercise in their fullest extent his 
ro^'al functions. 

On the lOtb. of March, the chari* 
cellor delivered a Rpeecb from his 
Majesty to the Lords, in which he 
conveyed to them his warmest ac- 
knowledgements for the additional 
proofs they had given of attachment 
to his person ajid concern for the ho- 
nour and interest of his crown. 

On the I2ih. the Duke of York 
found his Majesty examining a num- 
bt»r of spectacles, and selecting somo^ 
which he said were for bis dear Eliza. 
The Duke informed his Majesty, that 
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he had tbrce doMrtions from hi« 
regiment The King impatient of 
tbe interruption, broke out into vio- 
lent abuse of the duke and his regi* 
ment, and became so perturbed that 
the Queen was obliged to command 
the attendance of Doctor VVrllin. On 
his appearance, the storm instantly 
suhsided. His Majesty became quite 
composed; he talked of an inten- 
tion to visit Germany; told tbe duke 
that be should ^end over a curricle 
and. six soiaII greys, and drive the 
Queen himself through that country. 

During the whole of this estrange^ 
ment from reason, the subject which 
snost frequently occurred with the 
most forcible effect- on the royal 
mind, was the American war! 

The bulletins of March 14, 15, 
And 16, reported a progress in a- 
mendment. The succeed rug ones 
declared an uninterrupted progress 
in well doing; and those of the 25th. 
and 26th. gave to tbe people assu- 
rances of the absolute cessation of 
all complaint. 



HIS majesty's illness. 



[From the Times of Nav^ 2d.] 
As singular an, occurrence as any 
which it has been our duty to conv- 
memmorate, and resulting from as 
melancholy a cause, took place yes- 
terday — the unexpected n^ecting of 
parliament, after it was prorogued 
by proclamation in the Gazette ; in 
consequence of the King's inability^ 
through indispositioo, to give effect 
to that proclamation, by affixing 
the sign manual to a commission of 
peers, empowering their performance 
«( the formalities of prorogation, in 
his Majesty's royal name. We shall 
endeavour as briefly as we are able^ 
to give our readers a clear idea of 
the necessity of this procetMiiug. 

** The regular and established 
^ practice now is," (says Mr. Hat- 
sell on the proroi^Atioa of parlia* 
ment)) '* that tha parliament is in 



** the course of the rrcen prorogued 
*^ from time to time by commis* 
" sioners authorized by his Majesty; 
" of which prorogations notice is 
'* given by proclamation, or by or- 
^' der in council, published in the 
/' Gautte ; and when it is intended 
** thatparliament shall actually meet 
** for the dispatch of business, notice 
" of this is specified in the procla* 
'^ mation." Mr. Hatsell mentions 
in another part that the insertion of 
that clause, " For the dispatch of 
** business,'' is of obscure origin; 
but sprang up, he imagines, in tfat 
time of Charles the Second. 

It will easily be understood, then, 
that of the necessary forms for con- 
tinuing the prorogation of parlia- 
ment beyond yesterday, only this 
part has been executed — that the 
order of council for its proiogation 
has been published in the Gazette; 
but no commissioners have been au- 
thorized by his Majesty to declare 
the prorogation in tlic house of 
peers: which is, in truth, the roost 
essential act. Parliament, there- 
fore» met of course on the expira- 
tion of the period announced by the 
last commission ; but here a fresh 
difficulty occurred, that the antece- 
dent proclamation did not contaia 
the clause which has grown into 
prescription, that they were now to 
meet " for the dispatch of business.* 
Mr. HatseU's book contains diree 
tiona founded on precedent for this 
occasion : *' 1 have obsecved before 
" (says he), that when parliament 
^' meets on the day to which it has 
" been prorogued, it is irregular for 
" them to proceed to do any busi- 
" ness whatever till the cause of 
'^ summons has. been declared, and 
" the sessions opened by the King, 
" or persons authorized by hira in 
" the house of Lords ; and if from 
" any cause the King does not come 
** in person (as on the 8th of Sep- 
" tember, I690) or send a commii- 
" sion for 'opening the session ox 
♦* proroguing the par|iaifl!Qnt,i)tlift 
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•* house of Common^ ought to do 
^ nothing but adjourn to a future 
•* day." U is added, in a note, that 
*• The proceedings in the two houses, 
•• when they met on the 20th Of 
** November, 1788, were, fron> the 
•* strange necessity of the case, an 
** exception to the rule." But of this 
we &hall say a few words hereafter. 
. It will be observed, therefore, that 
the proceedings of both houses on 
the 1st. of Nov. were strictly con- 
formable to precedent. The cause 
of summons not being declared, and 
it not being announced in the order 
of council last published in the Ga* 
xette^ that they were to meet ** for 
** the dispatch of business,'' and yet 
being directed in that order of coun- 
cil to assemble on the 1st of No- 
vemtier, and no sufficient act of pro- 
rogation having subsequently taken 
place, they have only *' adjourned 
*' to a future day." The propriety 
of ibis proceeding is more strongly 
laid down in another chapter ; that 
©n the opening of the session. " If," 
it is here said, ** the King is prc- 
** Tcnted by illness, or any other 
^ sudden cause, from coming him- 
^ self, and no commission is pre- 
'* pared for opening or futther pro- 
" roguing the parliament, the house 
^ of Commons ought mm^iatdi^ to 
*' 0Murn^ as in the instances of 
" 1663 and \Q90r 

It is only now necessary* to ob- 
serve further upon the note above 
quoted from Mr. Hatsell, that the 
xoursc pursued by parliament in 
1788 (the time of the regency), forms 
9s yet no precedent hostile to the 
proceedings of last night, " Parlia- 
ment," we learn from the • Annual 
Register for the year, *• had then 
" been prorogued to the 20th of No- 
" vembef : and as the intended com- 
'* knibsion for a further prorogation 
^ had n<^ been ishued by the King, 
*' its n^v^^Mi^g took place upon that 
** i^ as a matter of course. The 



"Peers and the Commons remained 
*' in their separate chambers ; and 
" the Chancellor in the upper, and 
*.' Mr. Pitt in the lower house, ha- 
" ving notifie<l the cause of their 
'^ assembling without the usual no- 
** ticc and summons, and stated the 
" impropriety of their proceeding 
" under such circumstances to the 
<< discussion of any public business 
" whatsover,- both houses resolved 
" unanimously to adjourn for fifteen 
** days." 

Hitherto, therefore, at we said 
before, the proceedings are strictly 
conformable : but we are now, wc 
trust and ardently hope, arrived at 
the point at which they will diverge, 
by the adherence of the present par- 
liament to the old course of opening 
the session with a speech from the 
throne, or from duly appointed com- 
missioners, from which the longer 
duration of his Majesty's illness 
obliged that of 1788 to deviate^ 
For we are told, that " at the same 
" time Mr. Pitt took occasion to 
" obsene, that 4^ it would be indis- 
** pensably necessary, in case his 
" Majesty's illness should unhappily 
"continue any longer than tlie pc- 
" riod of their adjournment, that 
** the house should take into imme- 
" diate consideration the means of 
" supplying, so far as tliey were 
** competent, the want of the royal 
** presence; it was incumbent upon 
'* them to insure a full attendance, 
" in order to give every possible 
" weight and solemnity to their pro- 
" ceedings. For this purpose it was 
** ordered, that the house be called 
** over on Thursday the 4ih of Dc- 
" cember next, and that the Speaker 
" do send letters requiring the atten- 
" dance of every member. Ordem 
*• to the same effect were made by 
« the Lords." 

The opinion of the two houses on 
this important subject will appear 
in the account of thvir procccdingis 
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HOUSE OP LORDS. 

TAwrtctey, Nov,i. 

Tbeir lordships met, from 20 to 80 in 
ni^mber, about half past three o'clock. 

The Lord Chanceltor^ at four o'clock, 
rose, nnd in a ver? iinpressiTe lOHiiner 
ob^en'ed, that their lordship* were met 
together^ puraiianC to the regalar aolifi- 
cation for the Ist of Noverober, which 
stated that l)is Majesty would appoint 
a CQOimidsioD in the usual manner. But 
it was with the deepest concern and re- 
gret that he foana himself under the 
necessity of informing their lordships, 
that sucn was at present the state of the 
personal iodisposition of his Majesty, 
that he had not thought it his dutj, un- 
der the circumstance^ to proffer to his 
Sovereign a commission to' receive the 
sign manual. This personal indisposi- 
tion of his Majesty was created by the 
pressure of that domestic affliction (in 
which every ntble lord roust sympathize) 
npoa bis Afiuesty's paternal feelings. 
But l^e was happy to sl^, that there 
were strong hopes of his Majesty's reco- 
very from that mdisposition. 

The Earl of Liverpool lamented in 
cammon with every noble lord the so- 
lemn event which had retarded the pro- 
rogation i and he expressed a hope that 
their lordships would concur in a vote 
to. empower his noble and learned friend 
to circulate letters to ibe noble lords. 
It was desirable that a full attendance 
should take place at an early day, when 
the house would be able to adopt salu- 
tary measures. Ills lordship concluded 
by moving to adjourn the boose to 
Thursday, Nov. 15. ^ 

Lord Hullahd deeply lamented the 
melancholy circumstances under which 
the house had assembled, hue although 
be 'did not mean to oppose the noble 
lord's motion, he should rather have 
preferred an adjournment from day to 
day. A precedent ou^ not to be est»- 
bfiiibed for a long adjoanuaent, under 
the prestut stale of public affairs, be- 
cause the interests of the nation might 
require the immediate assistance of tlie 
legislature. 

The quefti^n wet then carried ntm. 
fen. and the house accordingly adjourned 
to the above-iiamea day. 



Thursday, Not. 15. 

After waiting for some time, till the 
house became very fully attended, 

Tlie Lord Chancellor stated, as on 
the last meeting, the course he had pur- 
sued, and then said, '^ I am now anxious 
to restate, that his Majesty's indisposi- 
tion has arisen from the pressure ot do- 
mestic affliction, and that the physictant 
now entertain a confident expectation of 
hi$ Hiiafesty^t recofoery, regard being had 
to his' Mi^iestys time cflife, and to Ais 
former state of health. This is the una- 
nimous opinion (I am anxious to state 
their own words) not only oi the phys^ 
cians first in attendance, but of those 
whose care has since been throws round 
bis Majesty, and is given with as moch 
certainty as can be attached to prognos- 
tics upon medical subjects. The physir 
cians state, that they see in the present 
state of his Majesty all the symptoms of 
approach towards recovery, and none 
of the symptoms which indicate the de^ 
lay of recoverv. Under the drconi- 
stances which f have stated, I trust in 
God, from the favoarable symptoms of 
bis Majesty's indbpusition, that there 
will be BO necessity for the ado|}tion o^ 
any proceeding to supply the delect of 
the royal authority ; and I may be al- 
lowed to express my opiiiion, that the 
most delicate and proper mode of pro- 
ceeding will b^ to adjourn for fourteen 
d^. My Lords, it it» with feelings of 
affliction for the indisposition of hjf 
Majesty, in which i am sure all your 
lordships participate, that 1 make thi^ 
motion, and, at the same time, in the 
confident hope, that at the expiration 
oi that period no proceeding will be ne- 
cessary.'^-— His lordship then moved aa 
acyournment for a fortnight. 

Earl Moira hailed with joy the plea- 
si ng prospect held out by the noble lord. 
As he conceived that no material lojaiy 
could arise from the proposed delay, b^ 
cordially supported the motion. 

Lord CrenvMe could with difficalty 
bring himself to agree to the motioD» 
It was of the greatest importance that 
the principles oT the constitution sbottU 
not be violated. The n^ceiMl^* under 
which they met should be proved by 
evidenccf ; but, in the present'case, tbcy 
had merely the assertion of the nobis 
k>r4 01^ the woolsack. lu 1783| ou s 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



rtif.] 



TarUamtniary RegUter.-^Lordi* 



Ml 



tiniUar occasion, the iacti rtlalitre to 
hit Majtffctjf'ft indisposition were laid be- 
fore tbe Iioum;, as aK«;rtiuiied by an ex- 
amiuHtiun of tbe pbysidans by the privy 
council; a/ter wiiicb, a committee of 
their own body ascertauifxl the facts. 
He theught this precwdeur ^necessarily 
dep^^ted from, though, for the sake of 
unauimJty, , he would not oppose the 
motion. As to the question, whether 
iucoov^nience would arise from tbe ad- 
journment during the suspension of ihe 
royal functiims, ministers must be the 
^0"^^ ^^^ upon them the heavy 
responsibility rested. He trusted there 
would be no necessity for further pro- 
ceedings, and prayed to God for tbe 
restoration of his Majesty^s health. 

Earl Stanhope though^ tliat tbe neces- 
sity under which they met sheuld have 
been proved; but be should vote for 
the adjournment, in order to give time 
for the attendance of the members from 
Iwland and Scotland. 

The Lord QhunceUftr agreed with the 
poble baron (Grenville) that if any fur- 
ther pniceediog should unhappily be- 
come necessary, it would be requisite .to 
esublisb the facts, m consequence of 
which iliey acted, b^ eyidence. 

Lord Urenville, iq reply, observed, 
that be coulcl not imagine a precedent 
more fatal to every principle of the coo- 
ftitution (ban thatofaoy miuisters daring 
to dispeuM with the roy^ authority, ex- 
cept when ur^ed by tbe most pressing 
necessity, ^yund this, not a day, not 
an h'lur, should be lot»t, in supplying 
the natural defect in the exercise of tlie 
royal functions, and in constituting a 
legitimate parliament. He repeated his 
most at dent wishes for the recovery of 
his Majesty : but if that should not be 
amoug the olessin^ destined for the 
country, it was the solemn duty of go* 
vemment, without delay to take such 
nieosures as might lead to the renovation 
of the kingly omce. 

Lord Liverpool said, that if any de- 
viation bad taiken place from tbe couise 
iUlowed on former occasions, it could 
09ly be ascribed to the different circum* 
stances of the case. On the former oc* 
casion, th^ houses had met in conse- 

Jiacnce of a proclamation to that effect, 
or the dispatch of business : but here, 
bis Majest^*s pleasure had been already 
declared in council, that pailiameo^ 
should (>e further prorogued. 



Earl Gfty^smd, tbat lib dobte fHtni 

(Lord i\luira) had stated as a reason for 
his acceding to the motion, that no io* 
cenv^nience to public afiaifs oould ariso 
from the suspension of tbe royal aotfa^ 
rity at present. In that sentiment km 
could by no neans coincide. The ftino* 
tioos of the monarchy could ii6t be som 
pended a week, nay, even an bour^ 
without material inconvenience. Tht 
ai^iOirmmeHr^ therefore, shcmld not bo 
protracted an hmir beyond the necesiitj 
of the caae.' There was no analogy b^ 
twt^n the circumstances in which tber 
country was in 1788, the period uf ib« 
former indisposition ttf his Majesty, and' 
of the presMfiit times. We were then in 
the full enjoyment of the advantages oi 
profound peace ; now we had war Paging 
on all sides of us. Let noble lords, too, 
consider the nature of that war, the 
rancour and activity of our principal 
enemy, the deep interests that were a| 
stake, the moineiKous events that aughc 
be expected lo occur, the necessity of 
providing for any defects or misfortunes 
that mi^ht arise, and he wa» persuaded 
tliey would agree with him that the ad- 
journ men t should be as sluirt us possible. 
Their lordships were now met as one of 
the states o/ the realm) and it was in- 
cumbent on them to proceed with tbo. 
utmost caution in ascertaining the facts 
both of his Miyesty's indisposition and 
recovery, if the latter, acconhng to the. 
hopes iiekl out by the noble lord, sboold 
fortunately take place. Although be 
could not accede to the motion tor so 
long an adjournment, he should oflBir no 
amendment to it. Whatever courso 
their lordships nuiy adopt, he trusted 
they would suffer no proceeding to take 
place that might by atiy possibility im^ 
pair the kingly office. 

Lord SyimoHth spoke ia favoor of 
what was done m 1788 ; and he sait^ 
that, vf ith respect to what farther pro* 
ceedings it might be necessary to acUpr^ 
tbe case was dilferent. Thejf could not, 
he said, proceed without evidence, fufly 
eslablisbinf the lact of the necessity^ 
and the extent to which ulterior aseo* 
sures, if neeefsary, should be carries^ 
mpst be controlled by tbe nature of the 
evidence. . 

The motion was carried without a di- 
vision, and the hciuse adjourued| ao» 
cordinglyi to the 290 iastao^ 
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Hous£ or Commons. 

Thuriday, Nov. 1. 

'Abont half past. three the Speaker 
came down and took his seat as asual| 
at tbc table. A few roinates before 
four o'clock the Speaker, rising from bis 
c^air at the table, addressed the bouse 
to the following eflfect : — 

>* This boose is now met upon the day 
ta which it was last prorogued. But I 
have to inform the house, that notwith- 
standing his Mnjesty*^ royal proclama- 
tian in the gszette, intimating his plea- 
sure that parliament should be still fur- 
ther prorogued to a future day, we are 
pot to eipect any message from his Ma- 
jesty's commisuonefs on this occasion ; 
up coimnission having been issued fur- 
ther t^ prorogue parliament. Under 
these circumstances il becomes my duty. 
tq take the chair of this house, in order 
that this house may be enabled to ad- 
journ itself to such time as the house in 
Its wisdom, shall deem fit; and I do 
therefore take the chair accordingly.'' 

•The Chancellor of the Exchequer then 
rose» and stated in substance what had 
}>een delivered by the Lord Chancellor 
ii> the upper house. As the subject, he 
added, was so very interesting, he 
trusted the house would indulge him in 
tone or two observations on the state of 
bit Majesty's health. He wot happy io 
$ay thtst there was nothing in thii respect 
that could mcreoH the public anxiety, 
and that what he had to say mould only 
farm matter of consolation. The cause 
of his Majesty's disorder was to be 
(raced to the solicitous attention of a 
fuf her watching so long and so aniiously 
over the protracted suderings of a be- 
loved child. The came of the disorder 
aQbrded the most consolatory feelings \ 
wbile he was happy to say that thesymp^ 
tomSy in the opinion of the physicians, 
wnv of so peculiarly mild a nature that 
.they eipressed the most sanguine hopes 
of bis ipeedy recovery. — With respect lo 
Hv9 propriety of adjournment, in tl)e«e 
cifCtnaitances, be coneeived tliat thehs ' 
w4Mikl be no diversity of opinion : the 
only question was, to what period that 
adjouriunent should be made. He con- 
siderud that till this day furtiiight was 
the shortest pennd that could be aU 
loweil for that fuU attendance of mem- 
bers that would be desirable to consider 
•f the propriety even of a further ad- 
•umment. Jle hod meotiuned tMn pe- 



riod also, as it was the osaal apd kgsl 
time for assembling parliament^ in case* 
Vhere their meeting was ordered piior 
to the time fixed by prorogation Utr their 
assembling. A similar adjournment bad 
been also made on a former occasion 
(in 1788.) To command as extensive 
an attendance of members as possible, 
be thought it' would be necessary to- 
make a call of the bouse, by sending 
ch-cular letters to all the different mem* 
bers. He concluded by moving, that 
the house on its rising do adjourn till 
this day fortnight, the 15th mst. and 
that the house be called over on that day. 

Mr. Sheridan complimented the right 
bon. gentleman on the propriety and 
feeling with which be had introduced ft 
motion that no member present, he con- 
ceived, would oppose. He was highly 
gratified, as the bouse and ibe country 
must be, by that part of the right bon. « 
gemlem^'s statement, that related to 
the state of his Majesty's health, and 
tliat afforded them such speedy hopes of 
a happy recovery. — He concluded by 
seconding tbe motion, wbicb was pii» 
and carr^ unanimously. 

Thursday, Nov. 15. 

The house met this day, pursuant t» . 
its last adjournment.— The Speaker en- 
tered at half past three; prayers were 
read in the usual form, and there beins 
more than 40 men) hers presedt, be on* 
mediately took tlie chair. 

BIS majesty's illwess. 

Mr. Perceval rose, and stated, tb^ 
as the house had again assembled witb* 
out any communication from his Majes* 
ty, l)e* felt it a dutj inenrabeni upon 
him, from the situation he held, to ob- 
trude himself for a short time upon \be 
attention of the house, and to submit m 
motion for its consideration. He be- 
lieved it to be the anxious wish of th< 
bouse to know the present situation of 
his Majesty at tho present moment, as 
well as the intention of ministers^ under 
tlie existing circumstances. When par- 
liament last met, be bad an inteniioa 
' of moving an adjournment to the house 
to tlie Sdth instant, bemg the day iq 
which his Majesty intended to prorogue 
ir, prrviuus to his unfortunate illness; 
but as too few members happened to be 

E resent, and the subject appeared to 
im of the first mngnitude, be departe4 
from his original intention, until a ftiU 
attenduiice could be obtained. His Mar 
jesty being tlieu so ulllicted as to be uiW 
abie to prorogue the parllamcut longei^ 
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no roan could doubt but it tben 1 
the dutjr of the two bouses to detonoine 
what measure to ado^t in sueh a famed- 
table STtaatfon. Those members who 
bad attended might perhaps have been 
justitied in adjonmin; the house to the 
^thy as his Majesty's intention was 
known, as well as that no public busi- 
ness required earlier dispatch ; however, 
be did not then ttbiok broper to advise 
it, from the possibihty that their earlier 
attendance might be requisite, ir, how- 
ever, it would have thert bet-n fjroper to 
adjonm the house to the «Otli, there 
could now, from flhat be should have 
Co state, be no doubt of it. He had 
•be satisfaction to inform the house, that 
be had that day been at Windsor, where 
he consulted with the Physicians who 
attended his Majesty, and he had the 
happiaess to find them unanimous in 
the opinion, ^ That bis Majesty's indis^ 
*^ poettion is in a state of progressive 
^ amendment, and that considerable a- 
^ mendment has already taken place.'' 
Ttoitk this information, which the house 
liaard with such extraordinarv satisfacr 
Ciony and which could not be beard with 
less jay by alt classes of his Majesty's 
subjects, joined with the circumstance 
that there was no particular pressure of 
business at the present moment, he 
trusted that the motion be bad to make 
would meet with no objection. He then 
conclnded with moving, " that the house 
at its rising, should adjourn to the 39th 
fewtant.*^ 

Mr. Whithredi stated, that in rising 
to make a few observatioas on what he 
had just heatd, no man could feel more 
joy than himself from the information of 
his Majesty's amendment^ and he was 
confident it would be equalDy grateful 
to the people of these realihs, distressed 
«s they were from a multiplicity of cau* 
•aes. With re?pect io tb* motion, how- 
ever, with whit!h the right hon. gentle- 
onan concluded^ and which he said he 
-bad in contemplation to make when the 
botise last so unexpectedly met, he had 
to eay, that in his opinion, had he then 
roposed it, it would have been assured- 
ly rejected. He himself was nut then 
present^ because be could n<)t surmise 
-fucb an occurrence; and it was notio 
ills power to know whether the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer bad time to 
write letters to any of th^ members, ap- 
prising them of what should happen ; 
but he knew that if he wrote *t« any, lie 
should have written to all.. Had be been 



« 



present, hecertatnlf AeuM Have •«oi^ 
curred m the adjournment which tbe« 
tbok place, but not in the projected ad* 
joftmment of the right hnn.gentlenaa. 
The tw<i bouses were now assemble^ 
fully, and not before ; for he sbeidd 
mntend that this vas the first day of the 
seesion. JMeinbers b^l nofr been swor|l 
in, and the Speaker was Ordered to issn^ 
his writ- for the election of a a^w roen^ 
her, and the house could not / A^iimm 
without an order from his MpJ^^sty, who 
was unfortunately not in a ooMdition i» 
attend to any public business, or tomt 
physical necessity, which, if any evisteti^ 
ought to be recorded as a precedent ( 
for the conduct proposed by the Chiuis> 
cellor of the Exchequer, was founded 
upon no precedent. In the melanclioljf 
situation in which his Majesty was adt 
mitted to have been, was it becoming 
m the house of Commons to adjourn tm 
a fortnigfat, without ascertaining w-it^ 
accuracy what amendment he had, o^ 
the prospect there was of his S|)^«Mlilj^ 
being able to resume the functions of 
his high and inkportant situation? Ought 
the house to rest satisfied with the barf 
word of the minister, when the report 
i)f his Majesty's Physicians itself at lease 
could be obtained ? In his opinion aU 
the privy counsellors ought to be exami« 
ned, before the bouse came to such » 
decision. In (giving such an opinion^ 
however, he wished it to be clearly un^i 
derstood that it was not by any means ^ 
his wish to entrench on that delicacy ' 
which ought always to be observed to« 
wards the Sovereign. He felt very much 
surprised that the right lion, gerrtleroao 
should urge it as an argument for ad- 
journment of fourteen dnvs, that it waf 
his Majesty's intention to have prorogued 
the parliament for that period. He 
would ask the right hon. gentleman, whe^ 
ther, when his Majesty expressed that 
intention, he hajd it in contemplation 
that he himself should be disabled from 
discharging the high duties wherewitb 
he was invested by the constitution? 
Could we have known this, he (Mr. WJ| 
was persuaded his Msijesty's brst wish 
KTOuld be to assemble his parliament \sa^ 
mediately, to adopt such measures ai 
, would be conducive to the pruteciiun 
.of the country and the constitution. Hie 
wished the house to recollect, that it 
-was not now to adjourn under such hap- 
py circomstnuces as in 1788. Instead 
.of the country being in a state of pro 
found, peace, we were now enpgjed ifi 
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H pitftfflCtMl WWT, whicn hud mfwdy 
«oftt moth Wood tiid tremure, and in 
-Mly eiipeetati<^n of raeeivinc intelii- 
j jgtn t f of the atmost importance from n 
. Sumerotit Army nbroad. It oofflit also 
4ohiere<5n)ected, that in iriU Mr. Pitt 
was prime miniAter, and eirenr body 
Viww who now oc^'upied hit sttaation, 
men wh6 had been too lonfc toflfefed to 
t«maran in it« and who were now una- 
^dahly deprived of the controul of the 
KintB. If the houte should adjourn, it 
mooM he wifh their eye* open, nnable 
to ibresee the consequences, and'pre- 
^Inded (Vom the possibiJtty of preventing 
them-— perhaps of ever retrieving thfm. 
Was it their duty, under snch circum- 
kances to adjoarn for fourteen days 
longer f No ; the two houses ought to 
IbC from day to day, and provide against 
m similar evii, if G(^ Almighty should 
neain afflict us with such a calamity. 
He cottld not conceal fVom himself the 
|;hiring manner in uhich the present mi» 
Aister was departing firom the precedent 
Df 1788 in every eirctmistance. Before 
an adjournment was then proposed, 
liord Thurlow, who was then Lord 
Chancellor, declared in the house of 
Peers that he saw his Majesty himself, 
nnd that he found him recovered : but 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
had gone to Windsor, did not say that 
be saw his Majesty, nor did he seem to 
think it necessary. Why was not par- 
liament rejippcted, as it ought to be, 
»nd as the nation had a right to de- 
mand ? — The right hnn. gentleman stated 
only that he saw the Physicians. He 
should not doubt the veracity of the 
Physicians, nor even the veracity of the 
right hon. gentleman himself, hat he 
thought it due from ministers, to the 
high character of the Sovereign, to pri>» 
duce some authentic information of the 
state of his malady, in order that par- 
'Bament should know how to act, and" 
not propose an adjournment of fourteen 
days in a tin^e of unparalleled peril, 
merely upon an unsupported assertion of 
bts own. 

^r Frenrit Burdett said, that, agree- 
ing, as he did, in the greater part of the 
t>bservations which had fallen from the 
l)Qn. gentleman who had just sat down, 
lie was determined not to let the ques- 
tion go to a decision mthimt dmding 
the hmu npon it. The nootion now suh* 
mitted to them he conceived to be oite 
of the most irrational and imconstitu- 
ttooal propositioiis ever OMKle.iB that 



hoote. He would never ewiaent to 
compromise the constitution. Had he 
bean present on the leti thy of meeting, 
he wouM have op|.msed every metioa 
for adjournment. The constitution was 
■ospended, and he would not have a- 
greed to m moment's delay, till that coa* 
•titutron was restored ; but bow, af^ 
that delav, afker deferring so long thei^ 
duty to tne people, were they now soil 
furthex to postpone it for another fbit* 
night? Bot the time was not of such 
importance as the principie. What 
principle was this nnode of^ proceeding 
calculated to establish ? Could the pab- 
lie business go on without the eiecative 
government? If it eonld to^ why, flt 
such a period, is it to he deferred ? ani 
if it cqnid, were mtnistere anxious to 
convince the people that the execntivt 
branch of the constitution was a wun 
notMngf Was there any proccediBg 
more likely to bring that part of tHt 
constitution into contempt? Was it 
not holding it forth to the country as k 
mere fkrcef Were the people to Et 
told, that in the votes of both ftoafliii 
only consisted the constitution; that 
the crown might be pboed on a cusfaioo, 
or elsewhere, while the two! hoeaes had 
in themselvet all the virtual gorertimefit 
and constitmidn of the cenntry ? If the 
present predieameat was an awkward 
one, it was so because the hoolehad 
not, in the first instance, done its dut^ 
and not becaosc the line of their duty 
was doubtful or difficult to dbcover. 
As to the mode of proceeding which 
they ought now to adopt, there couM 
be no doubt or dt^Scnlty about it. Hi 
felt for the personal snAfrings of tfat 
King, as everf man roust fed, bat they 
need not, nor onght they to iiiterfm 
with the discharge of their dutj both to 
the King and to the people. He fdt 
for the King, bot be felt more for the 
perils of tM country. Was it treatiii| 
the house of Commons wtih oonmMi 
decency to call on them to- poMpoao 
their duty to the petiple at a period ef 
such emergency, upon the ok 
iixU of the Chancellor of the 
oaer? As to the distinction of t 
the King's physicians, and not tile Ka^ 
himself, it did not weigh with bii% he* 
cause in either case it would have bcea 
but the mere assertion of an indirtdual^ 
and therefbre no ground for parliamen* 
tary proceedings. Let the individual as- 
sertion have been what it miglit, he 
irouidfaare voted the aomewaj. fib 
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Would never ^ai^fee to coropremise the 
duties of chat house to the constitutiooy 
DOT tvilliugly submit to any power exten- 
ded beyond it. The act passed by a 
very prevalent and powet-ful faction a- 
gaiost his royal hi|i;hoes& the Prince of 
Walifs, never should have had his sanc- 
tion; an act that put him into leading 
striogm that threw him back into the 
stage of inf;\ncy, and made him a sort 
of coa&tractive lunatic^ enacting him in- 
capable of acting or of jud^^in^ without 
tlte co-operation and controiil of certiiin 
of the legislators; as it were stultifying 
bim this moment, when tlte next, by 
the laws of the land, might have raised 
lum to the crown of these kingdoms, 
and lifted him out of a cradle to have 
placed him on a throne. Tlie same 
course was now about to be ad«»ptedy 
as far as in them lay. lie would resist 
it, and if iie stood alone he was deter- 
mined to divide the house. If the mi* 
lusters were resolved, at the risk of tlie 
country's safety, at all hazards to pro- 
bog to the utmost limit, the tenure b^ 
which they held their places and their 
powtr, they and others might do so; 
bat be would not go back to die people 
to tell them that afUr the constitution 
bad been suspended for a fortnight, he 
had voted that it should be suspended 
for a fortnight longer. A state of anar- 
chy had existed sufficiently long. He 
would do what he ijonld to restore to 
the people the government of the con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Tkmey thought the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ought to have laid a 
better foundation for tlie proceeding 
which he had submitted to the house. 
He could not understand what the right 
boa. gentleman himself could gain from 
the course which he was pursuing. He 
had exposed the house to divisions on a 
sol^Nict, with respect to which it was 
penrctly desirablf that there should be 
BO difference. He did not doubt, how- 
ever, but the right hon. gentleman had 
acted iu conformity to what the mature 
reflection 0/ his own mind had pointed 
out as bit duty. But he (Mr^ Tierney,) 
could i»Dt take the bare word of any 
man, as a proper ground for a parlia* 
m^tttary proceeding. If the right, hon. 
gentieman himself had submitted to be 
esaooioed — if he had stated the ques- 
^iMt which he had put to the physicians^ 
aadthe answers which had been return- 
ed to his inquiries, this though hardly 
jMficicnt, would have been sumeihing; 
TOL. vin. 



the house would have some authentic 
ground for whatever steps it might be 
disposed to adopt. But now when Pro- 
vidence had deprived f hem of a Kin^s 
they were by their own act, to depri\< 
themselves of a parliament. This, he 
contended, was moustrou:i ; iind he 
could not agree to place the country iu 
such a situaiion. 

Lord A. Bamilion could not all nv 
this occasion {o pass, without siatmg his 
opmion ; but in doing that, he would 
exercise every possible delicacy. The 
^uestioi^ now was, whether, iu the ab- 
sence of the executive government, ihej 
were to suspend the remaining branclip* 
of the legislature for a fortnight. He 
could not hesitate to give it ^ his deci- 
ded opinion, that the house should only 
adjourn from day to day. At n nrnmeot 
when they had the misfortune to he de- 
prived of the executive power, why 
should they themselves place the coun- 
try in a situation of greater danger, than 
the circumstances rendered necessary I 
Unless he had misundei stood the right 
hon. gentleman, he had urged, as a rea- 
son ftir adjourning now, that ^uch had 
been the original intention of hi$ Majes- 
ty, us appeared from ^he proclamation. 
That proclamation, however, was no- 
thing, without a commission to pro- 
roeue; but, at any rate, he coulH not 
bdieve that such could have been tli< 
intention of his Majesty, if the calamity 
had been foreseen. He was fully aware 
of the delicacy of the subject; but, 
under all the circumstances, he was 
compelled to vote against the adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. Fuller stated, that uudrr the me- 
lancholy circumstances in which they 
were placed, he was strongly disposed 
to assent to the adiournment. 

Mr. Ponumhy observed, that not ha- 
ving been iu the house wlien the Com* 
fbons met a fortnight ago, he had oot 
till now iin opportunity of giving an opi* 
nion on this most momentous snhjecr. 
The right hon. gentleman knew well 
that they were now sitting, not as a par- 
liament, but as a cufivention. He knew 
well that there could be no parliament, 
properly speaking, without the third es- 
tate. He must be aware that it was a 
constitutional principle, tliat the two 
houses of parliament could only art 
when called together by the King; and 
that no exceptions could be admitted, 
unless in cases of paramout necessity. 
Tlie right hon. gentleman proposed un 
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arTjoumment for a fortnight ; and his al- 
legation to support that proposition was, 
that the physicians had assured him that 
his Majesty's malady was ahating, and 
that he was in a state of progressive 
amendment. The declnrntion of a mi- 
nister wns not exactly what would jus- 
tify them in taking; the fact of the neces- 
•ity as established. In saying this, he 
did not allude to any one minister more 
than another. The ohservarion applied 
to the office of minister. The hou?e 
ought to look for belter evidence. Even 
if one physician were examined, it would 
bcj something ; and if he established the 
necessity, the house would then proceed 
to act accordingly, and he himself \fou Id 
have been happy to second the motion 
for adjournment. But the conduct of 
the right hon. gentleman placed him in 
a most painful and difticuh situation. If 
the right hon. gentleman had moved an 
adjournment only for a week, he should 
have foutid much less difficulty in ac- 
ceding to the proposition. If his Ma- 
jesty continued to improve, they might 
then adjourn for another week. But 
suppose his malady rook n decided turn 
for the worse, he believed that then the 
right hon. gentleman himself would re- 
gret that he had prop{)*ed to adjourn 
for a longer period than a week. II*», 
(Mr. Pcuisonby,) was therefore anxious 
that the house should not adjourn for 
more than a week. 

Mr. Canning admitted that this was 
ft question on which it was possible to 
entertain different views without im- 
peachment of motives in any quarter. 
I'he hon. gentleman opposite seemrd to 
think that, as the house had met, it was 
its duly to proceed to some act of busi- 
ness. This, however, was a matter of 
discretion. It was no dereliction of du- 
ty in the house to wait fbr a short time, 
to see wl^etlier its interference would l>e 
necessary. This, under the circumstan- 
ces, he thought it adviseable to grant, 
and would, therefore, support the nio-^ 
tion tor adjourniTient. 

Mr. Titrniy, in Explanation, dis- 
claimed any idea of an examination of 
the PhvHcians by parliament. All that 
h-} nnci his friends contended for was, 
thit they should have a regular and au- 
thoiitic assurance that there was a rea- 
sonable prospect of the speedy termina- 
tion of the Kinu'«» malady, l^he exami- 
nation mi^ht hiive taken place bc-forc 
the privy council, and noil)ing more 
need have been given te the hoixsj, 



than the general result. He implored 
the house not to think that they had 
contended for an examination of *>-e 
physicians at the bar. They had re- 
quired nothing more than that proper 
ground should have been laid for the 
step which tbev were called upon to 
take. 

Mr. C. Wt/nne spoke a few words a- 
gainst the adjournment. 

Mr. Sheridan remt^ded the bouse of 
what took place at t^'r-i. laf-r meefing. 
The rli»ht hon. gentlen»an hid then de- 
clared, that unless ilie ''iroimistancrt 
with respect to his Majesf/'a iieai hv^ere 
more i:nruvonrable, he would ca!! on 
them to consid«»r the propriety of •♦teir 
farther adjunrning. Thosocircunist ii>res, 
fortunately, were not more unfavoura- 
ble, but, on the contrarv, were more 
flatttcring to the wishes of the house and 
the country. The' right lion, gentieman 
therefore, called on them to give ^leir 
sanction to a farther arijouriiraenr, in 
expectation of his Majesty's speedy re- 
covery. With respect to the period of 
their adjournment, he could not help 
thmking that he proposed a nMMJe- 
rate time : for the sake of unanimity, 
howe\*er, he should have noobjectioo 
to an adjournment for one week only, 
but this he was afraid would not produce 
the desired eflfect, as the hon. baronet 
(Sir F. Burdett) had declared that 
nothing less would satisfy him than an 
adjournment from day to da^. The hoo. 
baronet had expressed his wish that the 
executive power should not remain va- 
cant. A precedent had been alluded to 
in 1804, but he believed it was that of 
1801 that was intended. Had pariia- 
ment met, it was said, and it should ap* 
pear that his Majesty was incompetent 
to the duties of the executive, the two 
houses of parliament might proceed to 
supply the deficiency. This was prease- 
ly tiie case in 1801, when the notorietj 
of his Majesty's illness wa^ as much as 
the deficiency of any act could have 
rendered it. The minister had declared 
that the state of his Majesty's health bad 
prevented his receiving the seals of of- 
fice. Ilis Majesty had on that occasioQ 
been six weeks ill, which was longer 
than he had been now. At last, a mem- 
ber of the lft)use (Mr. Nicholb) gave no- 
tice of a motion to take into oonsideni- 
tion tlie means of stipplying the defect io 
the executive. Having benrd of this 
notice he (Mr, Sheridan) cfime down to 
the house and moved ao adjoarancat 
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for a few days, wbich was carried. On 
that occasion no fowmal enquiry was 
thought necesaary, and the very first 
thinii; that t)ie King enquired after his re- 
covery, was, ^■helhcr or not any public 
eijquiry had taken place respecting the 
•tati^ or" his he .lih, and on his learning 
thnt mi tnqt.'ry bad been instituted, 
had exprts:.:'d himself highly gratified. — 
(Ijlere there was a call of Order; and 
Mr. Shendan said, that perhaps he 
nilj^lit be out of order, but every geniJe- 
niap present would easily surmise what 
it was bis intention to say.) ft had been 
said that the testimony of the physicians 
was^eceseary, but there was no doubt 
that ministers, before making the report 
they bad now hear^, had examined tliem 
and ascertained their opinion. He was 
not unwillix^ to agree to a shorter ad- 
journment, if the hou. baronet pleased, 
but was afraid, from what that hon. 
member had said, that be was not dis- 
posed to accede to any adjournment. 

Sir S, Romilly, disapproving of the 
iMjournment, was anxioos to give his 
reasons for the vote be should ^ive on 
the occasion. He entirely comcided 
with the opioion expresscd| by the hon. 
baronet, that the house 'would better 
fulfil its duty by adjourning from da^ to 
day. He bad not heard from bis nght 
boa. friend (Mr. Perceval) any reasoa 
why the house should, by so long an ad- 
jourrunent, put it out of its power to 
proceed to act, in case of necessity. The 
members bad been assembled from all 
parts of the country, and now that they 
were met, why was the country to be 
depriv^ of their assistance in case of 
emergency ? 

Mr. Baihurst bad trusted that there 
would be no ditference of opinion on this 
occasion. With respect to the report 
that had been made them, it was neces- 
sary they should either trust to it or cull 
the physicians before them. To the lat- 
ter proceeding he should feel extremely 
reluctant, so Ions as any hopes remained 
of recovery, and at pi-esent he thought 
it far from being necessary. He acqui- 
esced entirely with the motion. 

|lr. Ediot wished that a more official 



and satisfactory commaoication had been 
made. 

Mr. WilBeiforce did not think that an 
examination of the physicians at tlHur 
bar was necessary to constitute a parha* 
raentary ground on this occasion. H« 
had heard the. statement made by the 
right hon. gentleman, and that lie thought - 
sutiicient to warrant theii adjournment. 
It was evident tirom the most respectable 
autiiority that his M'4^8ty was better, 
and no gentleman, he beiitived, with the 
exception of the hon. baronet, would 
contend that in such circumstances they 
ought to do any thing but adjourn. To 
those gentlemen who were for adjourn- 
mg from day to day, that they might 
have an opportunity of acting as circum- 
stances required, he would say he had 
particular objections to this mode of 
proceeding, as it would be necessary 
tor them to have a report, every day, 
of the state of his Majesty's health, and 
these various reports, with the feelings 
to which they would give rise, would 
lead to the roost unpleasant consequen- 
ces, not to mention the necessity tliey 
would he under of deciding i^ytry day 
whether his Majesty was better or worse. 
It was said that we ought to have more 
satisfactory assurance of bis Majesty *s 
state of convalescence ; but he trusted 
that no man would doubt the honour o& 
a member of parliament, and particu- 
larly of a right honourable gentleman so 
high in office, whose honour he consi- 
dered as a sufficient security for the in- 
formation ihey had received. Under 
all the circumstances of tlie case, he 
was friendly to the adjournment, which 
be should have opposed, had there 
been no prospect of his Majesty's re- 
covery. 

The question being loudly called for, 
and Sir Francis Burdett not relinquishing 
his right to divide the houst-, liie gallery 
was cleared, when a division took place 
accordingly : — 

lor the motion of iheCbanceHor of 
the Exchequer for adjouriUBeut, 343 • 
against it, 58— Majority 285. ' 

The house adjourned (ill Thursday the 
2Dth instant. '^ 
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DowntHg'SlreetpNov, 19. 
PtspatchcB, of which theJoHowing are 
Copu$, have been rcjcdved at the 
Eari of LiterpooTs office, addresa- 
ed to kU lord^hipf b^ Lieut.-Gen. 
VisccfUMt IVtUuigton. 

Pero Negro, Oct. ?0, 1810. 
My Lord, — Since 1 addressed 
you the cnc*my have been employed 
principally in reconnoitcring the 
positions occupied by our troops, 
and in strengthening their own. — 
Jn effecting the former object they 
have skirmibhed with the troops on 
our out*post$, who have always 
conducted themselves well. On the 
lith. they attacked with infautry, 
supported by artillery, a small de- 
tachment of the 7 1st. regiment, 
"which formed the advanced guard 
of Lieutf nani-Grn. Sir Brent Spen- 
cer's division, near Sobral de Mob- 
tagaree, in order to cover one of 
their reconnoitering parties. This 
detachment, having the hon. Lieul.- 
Col. Cado^nn and Li^ut.-Col. lley- 
nvU at their head, charged the ene- 
my in the most gallant st>le, and 
drove them into the town. The whole 
of the 8th. c(;rps d'armeo, however,* 
and part of the 6*tb. arrived on the 
ground near Sobral on that evening; 
and 1 therefore thought it proper to 
withdraw Lieut.-Gen. Sir B. Spen- 
cer's division from the advanced si- 
tuation vh^h it had occupied, and 
these xro^ marched to Zibreira, a- 
bout one mi|e i^i the rear, on the 
1,5th. ifi the morning. The gun- 
boats OD the Tagu«, under Lieut. 
Berkeley, with which Admiral Berke- 
ley has supported the right of the 
army near Alhandra, have likewise 
been engaged with the enemy's rc- 
conrioitering parties, and have been 
of great service to us, 

1 have the pleasprti to inform your 
I^Td$hip, thai the njpoft which I 



communicated to you in ray last dts* 
patch, regarding the march of thede* 
tachments of troops under the com- 
mand of Gen. Barcellar, has been 
confirmed, Col. Trant arrived near 
Coirobra on Aie 7(b. and immediate- 
ly attacked the enemy's out-posts, 
which he cut oif from the town^ aod 
he then pushed into it, and took 
possession of it. The reaistance 
made by the enemy did not last long, 
and he took 80 officers and 5,0OQ 
men (principally sick and wounded) 
prisoners. I have the honourjo in* 
close the copy of his report to Max^i 
shal Beresford, and of a letter fiooa 
Marshal Beresford upon this sac* 
cess. On the following day Brtg.^ 
Gen. Miller and Col. Wilson arrived 
at Coimbra with their detachments^ 
and they have since taken about 35Q 
prisoners, being soldiers who had 
straggled from their regiments, ott 
the enemy's march, as they say in 
search of food. Col. Wilson has 
since fidvanced to Condeixa, with an 
advanced guard of infantry and ca- 
valry, i^nd Brig.-Gen. Miller is at 
Coimbra. I inclose a letter front 
Marshal Beresford on these transac- 
tions. 

A detachment frpm the garrison 
of Peniche, sent out by Brig.-Qen. 
Blunt, under Capt. Fenwick, has 
been successful in a similar manner, 
and has brought in 48 prisoners 
made in the rear of the enemy's a^ 
my, having killed nine; and Lieut.- 
CoK Waters, who has been employ- 
ed by me with small detachments of 
^a valry and infantry, also in the enc* 
my's |?ar, has taken many prisoners. 

The difficulties which the enemy 
e3(periencc in procuring subaistence, 
owing tp their having invaded this 
country wkhout magazines, and ha^ 
iring adopted no measures for the se« 
curity 9^ their war« <w <>( lUeJT coip* 
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manication witli Spain, lias rrttderet) 
It necessary for the soldiers to strag- 
gle in search of food; and not a day. 
passes that prisoners and deserters 
are not sent in. 

All remained quiet m the nprth 
of Portugal, according to the last 
accounts. Marshal Mouier fotired 
from Zafra and Los Santos on the 
8th; and, according to the last ac- 
counts, he had arrived at Seville 
with the troops under his convmand. 
Gen. Ballasteros had followed him 
to the neighbourhood of Castilla do 
las Oaardias, and the Portuguesfe 
a:nd Spanish cavalry had moved on 
from the Guadiana towards the 
Sierra Morcna. In the mean lime, 
the infantry of the Marquis de la 
Romana'b carps was put in motion 
for this quarter on the &tb. instant 
and the head of it (the division un- 
der the sommand of Gen, O'Don- 
nell) arrived at Cabeca de Ivfontc- 
chiqne yesterday, having crossed the 
Tagus in the morning. — My last ac- 
counts from Cadiz are of the 4th. 
Instant. 1 have the honour &c. 

WBLtlNOtOK. 

Fori Sobra!, Oct, 17. 
HIt Lord, — I have the honour to re- 
port to your lord»hip, that, by letters 
tirom Brig -Gen. Miller, from Coimbm, 
1 am informH of our norC^iem militia 
liaving entered that place on the 8th 
hist. Col. Trant, with the Oporto nii- 
litia, it appears, (I have no report from 
that ofiicer) first entered it ; and Brig.- 
Geo. Miller, and Colonel Wilson, who, 
with the militia of the Minho, and some 
regular cavalry, had followed the enemy 
aking his own li)ie of march, on the 
eastward of the Siera of Caramula, en- 
tered a few liours after Colonel Trant. 
Bng.^Gen. Miller had collected, of strag- 
glers and pillagers left in the rear of the 
French army, about ^60, and more were 
continually bringing in. Colonel Wil- 
<ion, with an advanced guard of about 
200 cavalry, and four battalions of mt- 
litia, was to be at Condeixa on the 10th 
and 1 Itli. The whole of these prisouen 
)mve been sent off to Oporto. 
I bave, ^c, W, C. Berfsforo. 



My LoRjk, — Since writing to your 
lordftbip the information I have received 
from Brigadier-General MiU<^ relative 
to the re-occupation of Coimbriy I hava 
received from Colonel Trant a more de- 
tailed statement of the circumMaace^ 
and which I have tlie honour of aanea-' 
ing a copy for your brdsbip's infior- 
mation. 

The priaoners, by Coleoel TrtnlV 
statements, appear to kava bean mora 
numerous than by the first aecaaots we 
were led to consider them ; three or fout 
hundred afterwards collected by Brig.- 
Gen. Miller, dispersed in plundering 
parties in the neighbourhood of Coimbra* 
will have to be added to what Colonel 
Trant captured. 

The circumfltaace and mode of the 
re*occupation of Coimbra is an addi^ 
tiooal proof of the activity and prudent 
enterprise with which Colonel Trant has 
fulfilled the objects of the instructions 
given to him, and which I have no doubt 
your lordship will appreciate. 

W. C. BBR£8F0ai>. 

Colonel T^ant to Gen. Bere^ord^ 
Coimbra^ Oct, 7. 
I feel great pleasure in informing your 
exoellency, that I have this day happily 
entered Oiimbm, with the loss of only 
very few men killed or wounded. Ii^ 
my letter of the 6th instant. I had the 
honour to inform you, that 1 intended 
to march to Mialhada in the course of 
the day, for the purpose of joining the 
corps that were there ond^r the com- 
mand of Brig -Gen. Miller and of Col, 
Wilson, and of combining an attack 
against this city; hut when I arriveq 
there, I was informed that these corps 
had been delayed for want of supplier 
in the country adjoining Busaco, whic^. 
was entirelj^ exhausted ; and, also, that 
their cavalry could aat advance mpidly 
on account of the fatigue they expe- 
rienced in their first marches. 

The only alternative that remained, in 
Older to prevent the enemy from takroi; 
any means of defence in Coimbra, 1 be^ 
ing only three short leagues distant fron^ 
that city, was to put myself in march 
for Coirobiu, with my own division 
alone, it being very probable that the 
enemy were ignorant of my arrval at 
Mialhada. I therefore began my march 
at noon, the advanced g*uard being com- 
poscc) of a SQUudron of cavalry^ uai)e«' 
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tlie conimand of that brave officer, 
lieot. Dotttel, whom I had occasion 
Wfore 10 ine;DCioR to yonr excellency. 
Tlii» s<iQaclrofi was supported by 300 
KgtK troop*. The regiment of Coirobta 
bad the potc of honour in front of the 



rw iufantry. My plan of attacl^ 
was to enter Colmbra hy two points at 
the same time ; one division by the road 
of Oporto, and the other, separatinf^ it* 
atlf from the coiumn at Fornos, was to 
gam the heights which begin at the town^ 
wnA to eoCer by the gate of Santa Anna, 
narclitng forward to Loreto; but this 
phm was only to take place in case the 
enemy met them at the gates* 

Ac a small distance from Fomos, up* 
on the road of Mialhada, I fell in with 
• detachment of the enemy to the left 
of that town, and beginning to fire, I 
pushed forward the cavalry to Fomos, 
and fortunatelv cut off their commuuica- 
lioo with Coimbra^ This detachment 
mrrendered,. afler losing several men ; 
ftud not meeting with any troops of the 
ciiemy, I orderra the cavalnr to advance 
•t a gallop by the principal roads, and 
tiwt crossing the bridge of the Mondego, 
they shottld take post on the road to 
Lisbon, ior the purpose of cutting off 
oU communication with the army ; whidh 
was executed with great spirit and bra- 
▼ery by Lieutenant DouteJ, with the 
loss of only one dragoon killed. I ox^ 
^ved that the divisions of mfantrv should 
viorch towards the principal places in 
the city ; in doing which tlicy met with 
a resistance tliat lasted one liour. Our 
only loss was two killed and S5 wound- 
•d; aroon| tite latter was Col. Serpa, 
of the regiment of Penafiel. This offi- 
cer commanded the first brigade, the 
conduct ^f which deserves your excel- 
lency's approbation. A greater force 
oi the enemy, ^hich was stationed at 
Santa X^^ara, in the quarter of the Mon- 
ftegoy kept up an irregulur fire for some 
lime upon our cavalrv when they pit&sed 
the bridge ; but the French officer who 
eummas^ed it, when he observed that 
Lieutenant Doutel crossed the bridge, 
jijoposed a capitulation ; I was present 
at this parley, ia which no other propo- 
ftitioo was admitted than that the ene- 
my should surrender at discretion, with 
tftie profnt^e of being protected against 
the insults of the peasantry. The troops 
laid down their arms and retired. 

I have rtaun to believe that the num* 
h«r of pclsoaers e&ceeds 5000 ; of which 



4000 are on their march for Oporto, in- 
cluding one whole company of the Em- 
peror's marine guards. Three thousand 

. five hundred muskets fell into our pos- 
session, nearly the whole of which were 
charged ; from whence you may judge 
of the number of effective men. 1 have 
distributed these arms among the orde- 
nanza of the country. We found no ar- 
tillery, but we have taken a quantity of 
cattle and sheep, which the enemy had 
collected fi>r the subsistence of their 
troops. There are about 00 officers 
among the prisoners, as well as I can 
judge. M. rlandin, the commissary ia 
chief, who acted as governor, reroaios 
sick at Coimbra. From the natare of 
the attack, your excellency will easily 
perceive the difficulty that there was ia 
preventing tlie soldiers and armed pea- 
sants from plundering the pnsoners; and 
I am sorry to say that the latter com- 
mitted some acts of violence, but I be- 
lieve only six or eight French have beeis 
the victims of their resentment. I have 
to observe, that nothing can exceed the 
state of misery that prevails in this city. 
The enemy, not content with having 
plundered every part of it, and robbing 
every one they met, set fire to some 
bouses, and had heaped up in the streets^ 
in the greatest disorder, all the provi- 
sions that the army could not carry 
along with it ; so that it could scarcely 
be expected that about 8u0 soldiers, 
natives of this city and its vicinity, sur« 

^rounded by their wretched rehittves and 
acquaintances, cotild be patient wit-' 
nesses of a scene of devastation in which 
their property was destroyed in so ini- 
quitous and scandalous a manner. How- 
ever, I beg your excellency will beliere 
that I did every think in my power to 
protect the French that fell into our 
hands; and after the two first mover 
menls of violence, I succeeded in secur* 
ing them against insult. 

As the corps of Brig.-Gen. Millar and 
Col. Wilson will arrive here in the moriH 
ing, I propose to leave one of my bri- 
gades, and proceed with the rest of the 
division, with the prisoners, to Oporto; 
for the animosity of the mhabitants is so 
much excited by the recent passage of 
the French army, that I consider luy 
presence absolutely necessary, and par- 
ticularly in the clistricts between tht 
Mondego ood the Vouga. 

Nicholas TiAiif • 
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Pero Kegro, Oct nth. 

My Lord. — ^The enemy si ill oc- 
cupy the sftttic positions in front of 
Ibis army which they held when I 
ftddi^sscd you on the 20th instant* 
They have detached some troops 
towards Santarera, and on the 23d 
Gen. Loison marched towards that 
place with the division under his 
command: and it appears from ac- 
counti^ from the commanding officer 
at Abrantesy of the 24th, that a 
body bf the enemy's infantry and 
cavalry had entered Thomar on that 
day. The reports which f have re- 
ceived from the prisoners and dcser- 
leri> which have been brought in, 
concur in the accounts of the dis- 
tress felt by the enemy for the want 
of provisions of all descriptions. — 
They state that they are collecting 
and preparing materials to construct 
a bridge' over tne Tagus ; but al- 
though wc have a good view of that 
river from ditferent parts of the 
ground occupied by the array, and 
have officers and others employed on 
the left of the Tagus, to observe the 
motions of the enemy, 1 have not 
been able to discover either where 
this work is carrying on, or where 
the bridge is to be placed on the ri- 
ver, if it should be constructed. The 
enemy appears to be very anxious to 
collect boats; and on the 24th en- 
deavoured to drive a party of the Or- 
denanzafrom Cpmusca, by the fireof 
artillery ,in order to obtain possession 
•f some which wore under that place. 

Colonel Wilson had been at Ley- 
lia, with the cavalry attached to 
Gen. Barcellar's division, and had 
proceeded to Ourem. The advance 
of the infantry was at Pombal. On 
the side of Obdos and Hamalhal the 
British cavalry, and a battalion of 
Spanish light infantry, and the 
troops of the garrison of Peniche, 
confine the enemy's detachments; 
and they really possess no part of 
the country, excepting that on which 
their army stands. 

By the last accounts from Gcq. 



Sjlveira of the t7th instant, it ap*< 
pears that all was quiet in the North; 
and he had not received any ac^ 
counts of the march of troops ia 
Castiile. The parties of Guerillas 
had been more daring than usual; 
aud they had united in the Deigh«> 
bourhood of Valladoiid, early in the 
month of October, to the amount of 
1,500, in order to carry off a con- 
voy of money which had been raised 
in contributions from the country, 
in which attempt however they fail- 
ed. According to the accounts' of 
the 21st, from Estretnadura, it ap- 
pears that Marshal Monier's corps 
was still at Seville ; and Gen. Bal- 
lastros was observing it from Ara^ 
cena. The second division of the 
Marquis de la Homana's corps, un- 
d(T Gen. Carrera, arrived at Lisboa 
the 25th, and will be with the array 
this day. — My last accounts from 
Cadiz are of the 1 4th tnst. 
Ihave, &C, 
(Signed) Wellington. 

Pero NegrOy Nov. 3, 
My Lord, — 1 have not observed 
any alteration in the enemy's p«»si- 
tion or numbers since i addressed 
you on the 27th. ult. The-y have a 
considerable body of troops, princi' 
pally cavalry, on the Tagus, betwein 
Punl^etc and Santa rem ; and I have 
reason to believe that Loison's divi^> 
sion of infantry had not marched in 
that direction, as I reported to your 
lordship they had in ray last dis- 
patch ; some of the corps composing 
that division have certainly remain- 
ed in the camps in front of this ar^ 
my. The enemy have pushed some 
troops across the Zezcre above Pun- 
hcie, principally cavalry, apparently 
to reconnoiter the roads in that di- 
rection and the fort at Abrantrs; 
but I conclude that the rains which 
have fallen within these few days 
will have swelUd that river, and* 
that these troops will have retired 
again. 

I'hcy arc sllll reported to be at 
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work upmi materiftls fc^ a bridge 
l>oth at Santarcm and Barqoinha; 
Iwt I bav« detached Maj.-Gcn. Fane 
%vith a body of cavalry and in&intry 
to the left of the tagns, from wbom 
9 hope to receive accurate accounts 
f)f what is passing opposite to him on 
this side ; and l^ will endeavour to 
destroy these materials if it should 
tc pmcticable. 

It is trported by all the desertert 
that the enemy's troops continue to 
jufiR'r great distress from the want of 
pro\T4ions. It is impossible to form 
an estimate of the quantity of provi- 
lions tvhich they found in the viU 
lagcs on the ground which they oc» 
cupy; but it is certain, that they 
can draw none from any other part 
of the country, the whole being in 
the possession of our troops. The 
garrison of Peniche, and the garri- 
son of Obidos, which place Captain 
Fcnwick, of the Portugtiese service, 
has lately occupied,^ under the direc- 
tion of Brig.-Gen. Blunt, and the 
British cavalry continue to carry on 
h destructive warfare in the rear of 
the enemy's right, while the high 
road from Coimbra by L^yria is in 
the possession of Col. Wilson's de- 
tachment. 

I enclose a letter from Marshal 
Bercsford, on the eift^cts of the ope- 
rations of Brig.-Gen. Blunt and Cap- 
tain Fen^wick. 

I have received no letter from Gen. 
Silveiraof a later date than the 19th 
of October. He had not, at that 
time, heard of the march ef any of 
the enemy's troops in Castile. He 
occupied with his detachment the 
• mads from Almeida to Trancoso, 
Celorico, and Guarda. He had 
hoard that Gen. Bonnet had evacua- 
ted the Asturias, and, it is supposed, 
fcad n^oved into Biscay. 

I have letters from Estremadura 
and Castromarin of as late a date as 
the 27th. of October, stating that 
Mortier^s corps was still at Seville in 
a very inefficient state, and having 
many sick. 



My last accounts from Cadiz ate 
of the 32d. ult. 

Wblmnotok. 

[Here follows the account of th« 
operations of Gen. Blunt, with the 
return of the killed and wounded ia 
different skirm»hes. TaTtfi— Killed, 
S2.— Wounded, 91.— Missing and 
Prisonersy 71.] 

Domning-itrmt, NoVf 19, 1810. 
A DitpaUh^ of which ihefiliommg is • 
copy^ hat ieen this morning receioed 
Mt lard LiverpooPs Office^ addressed 
to his Lordshijpt by JUeut.-Gen. Sir 
John Stuart, A. B. dated Messina, 
Sept, i2d. 

My Loan, — Early on the roornifig of 
the 18th inst. our attention was much 
occupied by the opposite movements of 
General Murat, w1k>, by the erobarita- 
tioa of the principal body of his army in 
the whole of bis long range of boats at 
Scylla and the Punta del P»zzo, and tlie 
disposition of these vessels after being 
cast oflP from the shore, seemed to indi- 
cate a conclusive design upon the part 
of our line extending towards the Faro. 
While the attention of onr left was e^ 
gaged by the above operation, informa- 
tion was brought to me that a division 
of the enemy, having embarked at Reg- 
gio during the preceding night, had 
been perceived completing a landing 
opon our right, just before dawn, at 
alK>ut seven miles to the soutliward of 
Messina. 

Reinforcements, which were held ia 
reserve in this^garrison to move accord- 
ing to circumstances, marched t© sus- 
tam our posts at the invaded point apois 
the firs\ signal of alarm ; but the active 
vigilance df »he troops sutipned at thae 
extremity of our defence8| aiMl their 
prompt and spirited behaviour, under 
the conduct of Major- General Camp- 
bell, had already happily rendered the 
presence of these succours unnecessary. 
The lepulse of tin? enemy in this par- 
tial enterpriie, and the equally di^race- 
ftd and precipitate flight of the Flhench 
general T( ho commanded it, with the s»« 
crifice of so considerable a part of hm 
equipmenr, arc more fully detai(ed ia 
the adjoined report from Major-General 
Campbell to myself, on the proceeding 
of tlud fortunate day ; and I hope his 
Majesty will be gracioaslY pleased to 
draw aft augur from the idatioo af thia 
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officer of the fatore conduct of this an- 
my at large, in any emergency of service 
which it may become their doty to en- 
counter. 

The leal, the warmth exemplified hy 
the neighbouring peasantry in our be- 
half, and which were not manifested 
without a loss, and the judgment as 
well as alacrity with which I have since 
learnt that those in remoter districts 
made immediate dispositions to obstruct 
the progress of the enemy in their possi- 
ble attempt to penetrate into the coun- 
try, were far beyond what I could have 
hoped or expected from their peaceful 
habits ; and so stroagly was their ani- 
mosity marked towards their invade^-s, 
that the interposition of our escorts was 
frequently necessary to protect our pri- 
soners from their fury in conducting 
tJiera, after their^ surrender to the cita- 
del of Messina. 

A colour inscribed as a gift from Gi- 
oachmo Napoleone to the royal Corsi- 
can corps, said to be new for the occa- 
fimi of the expedition, fell among other 
captoros of ihe morning into our hands, 
and I hope his Majesty will be gracious- 
ly pleased to approve ray transmittal of, 
this trophy to be respectfully laid at the 
feet of his Sicilian Majesty, as a token 
of our zeal in support of his royal cause, 
and as a record that the first act of a 
daring enemy to plant the standard mi 
usurpation in this his second kingdom, 
and wlkich still owns his rightful domi- 
nion, was repulsed by a British army. 

I cannot close this commnnicatiou to 
your lordship without expressing my of- 
ficial acknowledgmeuts to the great as- 
sistance I have derived from Ljcut.-Gen, 
Lord Forbes, as well us the other gene- 
ral oficers, and indeed every depart- 
ment a&d rank of this army, during a 
long period of four months, in which 
the contiguity and constant menaces of 
an enterprising enemy have demanded 
from us a system of unabating vigilance, 
to which every mind has submitted with 
cheerfulness, but which your lojdship 
will believe has not been without its fa- 
tigue. 

The habitual, cordial, and friendly 
«o-operation which \ have received from 
Admiral Martin and the uaval force un- 
der his orders during this interval of 
anxiety, I have before had occasion to 
Vieotion to your lordship. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
J, St u ART, Count of Maida. 

▼OL. VIII. 



[All Extraonjinary Ga2ette has been 
dished Coutaiuing the details respect- 
ing the operations and capture of the 
Isle of Bourbon; which surrendered 
after a very trifling resistance. The 
substance of this intelligence was giveu 
in our last.] 

Cadiz, Oct. 1 6.— The oxpcditioB 
that sailed for the coast of Malaga 
has not been successful. It discnfi- 
barked at Malaga, and was received 
by 4,0C0 French troops, to whom 
the greater part of the foreigners who 
latety passed from the enemy s army,, 
and enlishd under the Spanish and 
and English colours^ deserted^ The 
regiment of infantry of Toledo sus- 
tained a very brisk fire, and covered 
the retreat and embarkation of the 
remainder of the forces. Our loss 
consists of 400 men ; and the Eng- 
lish comraander of the expedition 
(Lord Blailey) was wouEded and, 
taken prisoner. Sach are the par- 
ticular accounts which wc have re- 
ceived respecting this unfortunate 
expedition : ihcy JjuiU teach us what 
tse have to expect from men who have 
once tibandoned their colours* 

Paris^ Nov, 1 4. — A message has 
boon sent from the French Emperor 
announcing the pregnancy of the 
Empress. — Circular letter to the 
Archbishops and Bishops: 

M. the Bishop of , 

It is with the most infinite satis- 
faction that I am able to announce 
to you the happy pregnancy of the 
Empress, my very dear spouse and 
companion. This proof of the bc*- 
nediclion of God sprcading^ver my 
family, and which imparts such 
happiness to my people, induces mc 
to write you this letter, to inform 
yoQthat it will be most agreeable 
to me that you ordain particular 
prayers for the preservation of her 
person, I pray God, M. the Bishop 

of to hold you in his holy 

keeping. Kapoleon, 

Done at our Palais of Fontainblean^ 

Nov. 11, 1810. 
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The following decree has been 
ptiblislud at Frankfort. 

'* We Charles, by the grace of 
God, Prince Primate, &c. By de- 
sire of his Majesty, the Emperor of 
Mhe French, King of Italy, Protector, 
&c. we have decreed and do decree 
as follows. That is to say : — 

" Art. 1. All newspapers, whether 
French or German, published in our 
Grand Duchy, shall cease on the 1st 
of December, of this year; and we 
hereby revoke the privilege granted them. 

" Art. «. From the 1st of January, 
1811, only one official newspaper shall 
be published in our chief city of Frank- 
fort, and no other political print shall 
appear throughout the whole territory. 

*' Art. 3. This official paper shall bear 
the title of* Gazette of the Grrand Duchy 
of Frankfort,* and the articles contained 
shall be inserted in the French and Ger- 
man languages. 

" Art. 4. Our Minister of the Police 
shall appoint the editor to the Offici;d 
Gazette. 

" Art. 5. Our Director of the Police 
at Frankfort shall be the Censor of this 
Official Gazette, and shall be answerable 
to us for its conduct. Our Minister of 
Police shall communicate to the director 
those instructions by which he shall be 
governed. 

" Art. 6. Our Ministers of the Inte- 
rior of Justice and of the Police, are 
charged with the due enforcement of 
this decf ee. 

Charles, Grand Duke.*' 

Frankfort, Oct, 16. 

Weimar, Oct. 17— Yesterday the 
following Patent was published here, 
" We Charles Augustus, by the 
Grace of God, King of Saxony, &c. 

" Since it has pleased his Majesty the 
Emperor of the French to communicate 
to us his wish that the new tariff of du- 
ties upon colonial produce of the 5th 
August, adopted in his dominions, should 
be mtroduced into our royal territories ; 
and since we are convinced of this mea- 
sure to jiberate the continent from the 
yoke of England, and to encourage the 
consumption of the internal products of 
our kingdom, which shall displace and 
render unnecessnry all articles the pro- 
duce of the colonies of Great Britain; 
and considering the great advantages 
which have already arisen in the Con- 
federated Stuies of the Hhine, we have 



been moved to order that the tariflF of 
Trianon be adopted throughout the 
Duchy of Saxony," &c« 

Naples, Nov, 2. (Jannina, Sept. 
27, 1 8 16.)— Translation of a letter 
from bis highness tbeOrand Vizier 
Jussuf Pacha, written at bis camp 
at Serocndria, to his Excellency AU 
Pacha, of Jannina. 

His highness the Sultan,MahaiDQd 
11. has solemnly acknowledged in 
his quality of King of the Two Si- 
cilies, his Majesty, Joachim Napo- 
leon. This declaration is official. 

Extract of a Letter from Heli^o* 
landy Nov, 2. — ^** Trade is here in a 
truly deplorable state, and some ar- 
ticles are selling off at 60 per cent, 
loss. There are some young native 
Westphalians here, who have pur- 
chased their exemption from the re- 
quisition at the rate of 4001. sterhng, 
and some have relations serving in 
the German regiments now in Spain; 
we have but few Englishmen leA on 
the island now, and in another 
packet or twp there will not be more 
than eight or ten ; last week we gave 
ll. l6s. for a leg of mutton for the 
mess I am in : we are subject to a 
night walch, where all must take 
their turn, and are obliged to walk 
up and down in the lower town and 
on the sea beach the greatest part of 
the night; the soil of the island is a 
stiff clay, and as the streets are not 
paved, you may judge what a state 
they are in, when so large a popula- 
tion is confined to so small a spot. 
Many merchants going to the con- 
tinent have been arrested by the 
French, and sent, some to Ham- 
burgh, and others to Amsterdam^ 
under a military escort, every thing 
is changed here but the prices of 
living; warehouses, which let six 
months ago for 801. a month may 
be now got for 51. and coffee, which 
sold early in the spring for Is. 4d. is 
DOW worth only 4|d. per pound !** 

Heligoland, Nw, 17.- -By the let- 
ters of tbb morning from Hamburgh, 
we find that A6 persons are in pri* 
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son on suspicion of commercial 
frauds, be8i<)<*8 others sent forward 
to Paris. The next step will be af- 
fixing the brand. At Dresden, Leip- 
sic^ Hanover, and other towns, all 
colonial produce has been seized, 
and much British goods burnt. In 
the Prussian ports all shipping has 
been sequestrated, and in the Rus« 
Stan harbours we are afraid the sys- 
tem will be followed up. Letters 
of the 23d, from Fetersborgh, men- 
tion, that a new commission has ar- 
rived at Cronstadt, formed princi- 
pally of French agents, to enforce 
the continental decrees. 
' Siockkom, Nw). Si — Friday, No- 
vember 3d, which was fixed upon for 
the solemn entrance of his royal 
highness the Crown Prince into this 
town, he pro^^ded from Dretning- 
liolm to the royal country seat, New 
Haga, whence he was attended to 
this capital by Baron Hamilton, 
lord high chamberlain, and arrived 
here at two o\;lock in the afternoon. 
On his reaching the custom-house, 
be was received by the governor ge- 
neral, the magistrates, and the five 
elders of tlie city ; and a grand en* 
try was made. After which he was 
introduced to the King, and dined 
in public. 

On the pth of October his royal 
highness the Crown Prince of Sweden 
solemnfy professed the tenets andprin* 
ciples of the pure Lutheran religion, 
and answered in the qffirmatvce sevend 
questions which were put to him far 
that purpose by the Archbishop Boc4of 
Lindelon. 

Yesterday his Majesty adopted his 
royal highness the Crown Prince; 
in the session-hall of the states of the 
realm, for his son, under the name 
of Charles John, which name his 
royal highness is henceforth to bear. 

A fresh decreehas lately been is- 
sued ^* Bonaparte against British 
merchandise. The substance of this 
decree, contained in the Dutch Ga^ 
zettcs, is as follows :— 



1st. That all merchandize of every 
description, the produce of British 
manufacture, in France, or in any 
other country where French troops 
are stationed, shall be publicly burnt* 

2d. Courts of judicature are to 
be especially appointed and esta- 
blished in every direction, for the 
detection of smuggling, and to sen 
. cure the persons of all such as are 
coaccfned in illicit' traffic, who are 
to be immediately imprisoned,, for a 
term not less .than three, or morci 
than ten years. 

Besides these articles, the lettera 
state, that such merchants oi: smug- 
glers as are detected in violating 
this decree^ are to be branded in the 
face with the letters V. D* (\^iolater 
of the Decree.) . 

Bonaparte is indefatigable in en- 
forcing his plan for tlie exclusion of 
British manufactures and colonial 
produce fropi every part of the con- 
tinent. The people of Switzerland 
have been obliged to comply with 
Napoleon's mandates upon this sub- 
ject. 

The merchants in the department 
of the Upper Adige, had, under an 
impression that the fair at Botzeii, 
on the 19th of last month, would be 
unmolested, collected a great quan* 
tity of colonial and other prohibited 
goods for sale, but which was un- 
mercifully seized and confiscated. 

Bonaparte repealed hi^ late extra- 
ordinary decree, relative to the press, 
in five days after it was issued; it 
was probably issued in one of his 
fits of intemperate passion, and re- 
scinded upon a little sober reflection. 

A singularly severe decree, respect- 
ing domestic servants, was issued at 
Paris in the early part of October. 
Within the month following the pro- 
mulgation of the said decree, all in- 
dividuals of both sexes, who arc or 
who wish to be engaged in service 
by the year, month, or even day, as 
domestics, under whatever denomi- 
nation, in Paris, must be inscribed 
in registers, to be pointed out by th^ 
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prefect of police, either tipon ibeir 
own declarations or upon the state- 
lucuts and verificRtion^ which the 
commissaries of police shall be bound 
to make, under the penalty of an 
imprisonment not exceeding three 
months, nor less than eight days. 
There shall be deliver* J to each in- 
dividual thus inscribed, a card, bear- 
ing his chri<»tian and surname, place 
of birth, his employment, his de- 
scription, whether married or not, 
dAd also pointing out the master 
whom he serves. There are several 
other oppreiisive provisions in this 
decree; and, upon the whole, inno 
Country that we have eter heard of 
has that class of persons to which it 
relates ht^n subjected to such severe 
regulations. Under the guise of a 
measure of police^ it is, in 6ict, one 
of the most hotrible and comprehen- 
sive systems of esphn^gB that iuspi* 
crous tyranny ipver devised. 

'The negociatian for an exchange 
of prisoners appears to have failed. 
IVlr. Mackcnaie has returned to Ply- 
mouth, and it is understood that the 
unreasonable demands of Bonaparte, 
ftfter repeated concessions made on 
the part of our grtvernraent, ren- 
dered the rupture of the ncgociation 
unavoidable. 

By the vessel which brought Mr. 
Mackenzie from Morlaix, Parisjour- 
nals have been received to the 1st inst. 
1 hey are filled with decrees against 
Britifeh commerce, as every petty 
Sovereign under ihe^onlroul of Bo- 
naparte has issued regulations on 
that subject. There are a few ar- 
ticles from Turkey which possess 
bome interest, and the report of the 
Russians having offered to make 
peace is again rrepeatrd even in tlyi 
Trench p«p<Ts, but they contain not 
m word from Portugal or Spain. 

By the revocation of the edicts 
of Berlin and Milan, as far as re- 
garded their application to the Uni- 
ted States, this kingdom is placed 
in a most awkward predicament. It 
iuia been most solemnly declared by 



tlie legislature of Attericai that 
which ever of the two countries shall 
repeal their offensive edicts or orders 
of council, shall be considered as a 
friendly government, and the non^ 
intercourse act with respect to such 
government shall be discontinuetl, 
while, it shall operate in full force 
against the nation perseveriug ia 
the contrary system.— A deputatioa 
of merchants trading, with the re* 
public last week wjiited on minis* 
ters, te enquire^ if under these sin* 
gular circumstances the orders of 
council would be rescinded or sus- 
pended. The business is referrtd 
by the board of trade to the lords 
of the treasury, and it is understood 
that an answer will be given on this 
Important subj^t before the termi« 
nation of the week. In the interval 
France . has been active to give the 
Americans substantial proofs of her 
sincerity ; and on Friday last liceo^ 
CCS from thence arrived in Londoa, 
in consequence i»f xhf$ abrogation o( 
her decrees, granting liberty to ves- 
sels under the republican flag ta 
proceed from hepcc to her pcH-ts. 

Cadis papers have ^en received 
to the 26th ult. The Qiost interest* 
ing parts of their conteiits are those 
which relate to the proceedings: oC 
the Cortes with regard to the liberty 
of the press. The speakers in fa* 
vour of thb powerful eugioc of hu-> 
man liberty and happiness are a% 
much superior to their opponents ki 
talents as they are in argument, bu^ 
from what falls from s^mp of the 
speakers the lamentable want of this 
first of social blessings is made suf- 
ficiently apparent^ 1 It is one of the 
characteristics of ignorance to eon* 
sidc^r every improvement us an evil, 
and it is fit, theiefore^ to look with 
complacence and kindness on th^ 
doubts and fears of those who dread 
the introduction of a blessing which 
we know to be of value inestiroable. 

The Spanish pftjp'r JU Ctmdso, 
Oct. 24, says : — " The Cortes pro- 
ceeded to vote upon the project for 
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the Liberty of the Press ; the result 
-was made public, and the names 
published ; and the vote^ bemg col- 
lected, the political Liberty of the 
Press was sanctioned by a majority 
of 70 to S2 voices. — Of these 32, 
nine voted only against the immediaie 
adoption of the project ; the other 
articles of which were afterwards 
discussed and approved/' 

We are happy to learn by letters 
•nd papers which have been received 
from New York and Boston, the lat- 
ter to the ^5th. u It. that the new 
junta of the Carr^cas has abolished 
the slave trade, it seeins, however, 
that the authorities in Carracas will 
fot be a.llowed to fulfil their'clesigns 
vitbout interruption from a powerful 
quarter. . By the same advices we 
)earOy that the viceroy of Mexico 
^d supplied the governt>r of Mara- 
caybp with moi^ey, arms, and am- 
jnunition, *^ for the purpose of resibt- 
** ing the ^eMs of Carraccas, whom 
^ it wav determined to reduce to 

*' submissions <, 

Shocks of earthquakes have been 
felt in various parts of the European 
coptinenti during the last three 
O^ontbs; but the most formidable 
have been in IJvingary^ at the base 
^f.the CarpatianNmountains, and a^ 
iLe foot of the Alps,.in the valley of 
pjgnerol, From . these two points 
as from two fiery furnaces, issued 
the sparks which kindled the sub- 
tcrraneai^ fires to an immense circum- 
ference, and occasioned the shocks 
which have been felt ac Cro mo- 
nay Fri burgh, Inspruck, Olmutz, 
fuid other places in that. quarter; 
and at Angers, >Iantz, Rochellc, and 
Bre^t, in the other. The concussions 
in the latter places bive not, forttl- 
DHtely for them, occaisioned any de- 
va^t^""* They were all attended 
l>y a hollow noise, not unlike the 
distant foiling of a iicavy waggon. 

JlSVOLUTIQV IN OTAHEIT£. 

Sidney f Feb, |2. — Yesterday ar- 
rived this hrig.|libernia|Capt. Camp- 



bell from Otaheite and the )^*)ee4» 
having on board about ten ions of 
sandal wood, and a few casks of 
beche*le-mer. Seven missionaries 
from Otaheite have arrived in th« 
vessel, leaving three behind. — ^Tho ^ 
names of the gentlemen arrived are^ 
Mr. Elder, Mr. Eyre, and Mr. Hea* 
drie, with their families ; Mr. Davis, 
Mr. Wilson, Mr. Tassier, and Mr. 
Scott. Those left behind are Mr. 
Haywood, Mr. Caw, and Mr. Knott- 

These gentlemen were reduced f 
the necessity of abandoning th^ 
island of Otaheite about a twel^-e* 
month since, as we noticed upon tha 
arival from thence which next fol 
lowed, owing to the native wars, 
which have decided the ifate of Po 
inaree, who has lost the sovereignty 
of the island, and now resides witk 
a few followers at Eimu* 

The mi ssipparies were advised 'to 
quit the island by Pomi^ree, upon 
his losing a decisive ba^le, in whicli 
many of his principal adherents fell. 
Those gentlemen had ever maintain* 
ed the strictest neutrality; but were 
assured by the King that upon hit 
expulsion their persons and property 
would be imminently endangered^ . 
They went in consequence to llu* 
haine, which is about 100 miles di9> 
tan t from the island, "whither ihey 
were C9nvc)ed by the Perseverant<^ 

After the general engagement iv* 
bove spoken of, which was the first 
of any moment, Pomarrrc and hit 
mother, Edee, continued to reside 
in the island about seven mootSi% 
without any apprehension of attack 
from the Rebels, who shewed a dia- 
position rather to avoid than t^ 
come to action, as most of the mus* 
kcts were in the King's possessioBp 
but many of which be unfortunate* 
ly lost in/a subsequent engagement, 
which tOiik place seven months since, 
and by which serious loss he is ren- 
dered hopeless of ever regaining tl» 
island, in the last action he war 
assisted by the chief of Huhaioc 
with an armament consisting of if 
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dooble catioes, capable of contaioing 
6Q or 70 men each* 

This army shared the fate of Po- 
narrec's own, and the chief himself 
Borrowly escaped.. 
^ Poinarree did not command in 
person, it being contrary to their 
usages for the King to throw him- 
fplf in personal danger : — and to his 
absence from the field of battle the 
overthrow of the royal army was in 
a great measure to be attributed. 
The chiefs Ulitea and of Bolabola 
vere latterly preparing to go to his 
*kssistancc with their whole force, to 
which they were stimulated less by 
any wish to serve the 'cause of Po- 
marreethan to chock a systtra which 
may extend itself throughout the 
islands and overthrow their own go- 
Yemments : but as the insurrection 
was general, much doubt was enter- 
tained wliether any aid that they can 
mfforA coBid render prt^bable a sue* 
cessful issuer ' ^ 

' The population of Qtaheite fs es- 
timated at'abOut 5000 souls; their 
armies are consequently not nume- 
rous, the chief strength -of either 
pany depending mostly on the per- 
aonal prowess of their partisans. In 
the last encdunter, Pomarr^iii stated 
to have brought between three and 
four hundred men into the field, be- 
fidet dependents who accompany 
the army more for the sake of plun- 
der than fron^ any othar evident 
motive. 

The schooner Venva, of this place, 
belonging to Mr. Blancell, Burbeck 
roaster, arrived at the island for 
pork about eight months since, and 
not suspecting that the rebels had 
possessed themselves of the govem- 
jnent, was' unguardedly attacked 
and taken by the natives in Matavai 
3ay, as soon as she came to an- 
chor. The master and people were 
thrown overboard, and an elderly 
man killed, his name was Poole, 
last from Norfolk island. This out^ 
rage they endi^avoured to account 
for upon a plea of necessity, as they 



were in want of ammunition. The 
captured vessel was dragged ashors 
in one ef their maryas, or sacred 
places, with intent to be plundered 
and afterwards demolished in honour 
of their deities. Upon the Vmui9 
arrival, Capt. Campbell received a 
letter, apprising him of what had 
happened ; but previous to the r^' 
ceipt of which Capt. Campbell ha* 
been suspicious of some irregularities 
from the appearance of the place, 
the missionaries being absent, and 
their houses burnt. The natives 
went on board and appeared ai. 
friendly as usual, with a view of 
Capturing this vessel also by surprise 
and treachery, but Cipt. Caropbd W 
firmness and; caption were superiof 
to their designs, and he not only 
^aved his own vessel, but succeeded 
in re-capturing* the Finrtw; which 
he afterwards repaired and got off. 

The cause of Pomarree's dethrone* 
ment appears to h&ve been the im« 
|)erfcction of liis policy in governing, 
which imposed upon his people the 
roost grievous burthens. Without 
any regular mode of levying contrl* 
butions by a fair and equal ta?ta- 
tion, the disposal of all property was 
vested solely in his* own arbitrary 
will ; as he could, with or withoot 
emergency, and without any fbnAa* 
lity of procedure, seize upon the 
property of any of his subjects, whe- 
ther chief or commoner, without 
offering any reason whatever for his 
doing so, and, as it mostly happens, 
the persons delegated to execute his 
oppressive mandates, instead of in^ 
flicting the unmerited penalties of 
■oquestration with delicacy or re- 
pugnancy, generally evinced their 
obedience by unnecessary brutality 
and insult. Under this system c5F 
govemmeht^the body of the people 
were kept for ever m* a state of mi- 
serable penury ; atid from wbich 
they could never hope to ^mer^ as 
long as the system itself cotttidued ; 
for independent Of* tHe calanrily 
Intailed on particular fatxrilics by 
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cVeiy such act of confiscation, a 
ttill greater calamity was hitailed 
Qpon the general by the total ex- 



tinction of all indttstryrvpon whick 
so much depends the happiness uf 
every nation. 



DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 



FROM THB GAZETTE. 

IViUehaU, Nov t, 1810. 
. This day, about twelve o'clock^ 
departed this life, at Windsor, after 
a long and painful illness, her royal 
highness the Princess Amelia, his 
Majesty's youngest daughter, to the 
great grief of all the royal family. 

Lord Chamberlain's Office, Ifov. 5. 
-TT-Orders for the court's going ii^to 
mourning on Sunday next the 11th 
instant, for her late royal highness 
the Princess Amelia, youngest daugh- 
ter of his Majesty. * , 

Ladies to wear black bombazcens, 
plain muslin, or long lawn, crape 
boods, shamoy shoes and gloves, 
and crape faQs.--*Uudress, dark Nor- 
wich crape. 

The gentlemen to wear black cloth 
without buttons on the sleeves or 
pockets, plain muslin or long law a 
cravats and weepers, shamoy shoes 
and gloves, crape hatbands, and 
-black swords and buckles. — Undress^ 
dark grey frocks. 
Tie Earl MarshoTs order for a ge- 

neral moummg for the Priucess 

Amelia, 

These are to give public notice, 
that it is expected that, upon the 
present occasion of the death of her 
late royal highness the Princess 
Amelia, all persoas do put them- 
selves into decent mourning; the 
said mourning to begin on Sunday 
pext the 11th ipst. 

Norfolk, E. M. 

Notices from the Horse Guards 
and Admiralty state, that *' it is not 
required that the officers of the army 
or navy should wear any other mourn- 
ing on the present melancholy occa- 
sion, than black crape round their 
left arms with their uniforms." 



The Gazette also contains an or- 
der of the privy council that ihe 
Archbishop of Canterbury do pre- 
pare a form of prayer to Almighty 
God for the restoration of his Ma-* 
jesty's health. 



FUNEaAL OF THE PRINCESS AVftll. 

Tuesday the IStb. the reraains of the 
Princess Amelia were interred id St. 
George's chapel. A solemn Jtilence per- 
vaded Windsor during the whole of the 
day. — All the shops were shut up, and 
scarce one individual was to be seen 
in tlie streets wbo was not attired in 
mourning. 

Between two and three o'clock the 
castle gates were closed against the pub- 
lic, and guards stationed at each a\e.iue. 
At about five o'clock the King's own 
Staffordshire militia were marched Tom 
their barracks to flank the procession. 
These dra\^ ing up in front of the private 
entrance to St. George's Chapel lined 
the way thence to Augusta Lodge.* — A 
burning flnmbeau was carried by every 
seventh or eighth man all the way aioii^ 
the line. 

Between the hours of six and eight a 
great number ef carriages drew up at 
the private entrance to St. George's 
Chapel. The pnncipal mourners cnnie 
in these, and among them several of the 
royal dukes. The ladies generally wore 
long white veils, but roeny appeared in 
black ones. Most of the genUeinen 
wore white ribbons on the right shoul- 
der. — ^The clock had no sooner struck 
8 than the procession moved from Au- 
gusta Lodge in the fornr i^escnbed. 
The servants of the royal family came 
first on foot. After these, four trampe- 
ters on white horses appeared sk>w(y 
advancing, playing nt the same time 
"The Dead March in Saul." They 
were followed by a detachment of the 
royal blues, to which succeeded the 
BODY, (in a coffin of crimson velvets- 
adorned with 8000 gilt nails, and a va- 
riety of silver gilt orunmentS| the inside 
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Ibed with f^hito tatin,) in a plain hearie, 
drawn by eight bones. The hearie wis 
Ibllowcd by a carriage, in which were 
the Prince of Wales and Duke of Cain- 
Itidge. The second carriage contained 
the Countess of Chesterfield (chief mour- 
ner) and her attendants. The carriages 
of the Prince of Wales and the Dutit 
of Cambridge^ each drawn by six horsesy 
closed the cavalcade. 

The procession moved slowly to the 
south entrance of St. George's Chapel. 
A temporary porch had been there 
erected^ winch was lined with hlacL 
cloth. Arriving there, eight yeomen, 
who walked by the side of the hearse, 
took out the coffin and bore it on their 
shoulders in,to the chapel, and placed it 
on tressels near the altar, and retired. 
»— The floor was covered with black 
cloth, and the pulpit and desks hui^ 
wifh. tjie same. The altar was covered 
with black, and two flambeaux were 
placed on it. The grooms, trumpeters, 
and servants flled off at the outer door, 
and the body was received by the pages 
of the royal family, the dean and pre- 
bendary; and the choir, with burning 
tapers, walked before the coffin, singing 
as they advanced. A page aUo pre- 
ceded the body, bearing the coronet of 
the Princess Amelia on a cushion of 
black velvet trimmed with gold. 

The proce<(sion passed up the middle 
misle, and the body being placed on the 
tressels, the chief mourner seated her- 
Si-lf at the h^ad, and the dressers and 
attendants ranged themselves on the 
sides. — ^Tbe stalls on each side of the 
Chapel were occupied by several of his 
Majesty'^ ministers, and other nobility 
apd gentry. Just below the seats oc- 
cupied by his Majesty's ministers, the 
grooms of the bed-chamber, and her 
royul liighnebs*s physicians took their 
seats. The seats* on a line with those 
last mentioned, at the lower part of the 
Chapel, were tilled with the romor ca- 
nons and lay clerks. In f.'ont of these 
were the dressers and the choir, and on 
a line with them the equerries of the 
royal family. 

At the lower end of the Chapel those 
of the royal family present took their 
stations in their respective stalls. The 
Prince of Wiiles sat to the left of the 
'entrance. The Duke of Clarence was 
seated on his left, the Duke of Cumber- 
land on th^ left of the Duke of Clarence, 
and the Duke of Cambridge to the left 
of the Duke of Cumberland. To the 



right of the entrance the Dules of Yorlt^ 
B^t, and Sussex were seated. The 
anthem concluded, the funeral service 
was read by the Dean of Windsor trom 
the sufferance stall. An appropriate 
dirge was then sung, and the body was 
deposited in a temporary va^lt, where 
it IS to remain till Cardinal Wolseyli 
Chapel 18 finished. 

A PRATER FOR THE KINO. 

To be used in all Cathedral^ Cotifgi- 
atcy and Parochial Churches aai 
Chapels tn England and Ireland 
during his Majesty s present indis* 
position : — 

** O God, who commroandcst os, 
when we arc in trouble, to open 
our hearts, and to tell out our sor- 
rows unto thee in prayer, and dost 
promise to listen with corapasstoa 
to our humble supplications, give 
us grace so to Approach thee, that" 
we offend not in word or thought : 
put away from us every impatient 
feeling, silence every unworthy ex- 
pression : let not our prayers assume 
the language of complaint, nor our 
sorrows the character of despair. 

" Upon thee, O God, and upon 
the multitude of thy mercies, we 
repose our grief. To thee alone we 
look for that blessing, for wbicb 
our hearts bleed. Raise, we im** 
plore thee, our beloved Sovereign 
from the bed of sickness and of af- 
fliction ; soothe bis parental cares ;, 
restore him to his family, and to his^ 
people. 

** And of thy great mercy, O God! 
look down with pity aiul compassion 
on the accumulated sorrows of the 
Royal Family. Give them strength 
and courage, and virtue, to meet 
with pious submission the gnevoua 
trial to which they are exposed ; 
and whether it shall seem fit to thine 
unerring wisdom, presently to re- 
move from us this great calami tyt 
or for a time to suspend it over us« 
teach both them, and us, patieotljp 
to adore thy inscrutable Provideuce, 
and to bless thy holy name ibr ever 
and ever. 
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" These prayers i^id supplications 
we humbly address to thy Divine 
Majesty, in the name, and through 
the mediation of our Lord and. Sa- 
viour Jesu» Christ. Amen." 



TH£ THANKSGIVING PRAYER. 

jTAe following is the Form of Prater 
and Thanksgiving to Almighty Godf 
for his mercy in having vouchsafed 
to bestow on this nation an abund" 
ant Crop and favourable Harvest , 
authorised to be read tn all church- 
es, SfC. on the \ SM inst. 
" O Almighty God I who open- 
est wide thine hand, and satijiftest 
the desire of every living thing, we 
tbank thee that thou hast reserved 
unto us the appointed weeks of har- 
vest, and caused our valleys to be 
jcovercd with corn. 

'' Sustain and keep alive in us, 
VIC beseech thee, such a sense oft by 
bountiful goodness, that we forget 
not in the pride of our hearts, the 
liand from which every blessing 
jQows. 

** It is thy mercy, O God, that 
humblest us in want. It is thy 
mercy that feedeth us with plen- 
teousness. Protect and cover us, 
we pray ^hee, from the abuses of 
each-^lest we be full, and deny 
thee, and say — Who is the I^rd ? 
or lent we be poor and steal, and 
take the name of God \t\ vain. More 
especially at this time dispose us to 
acknowledge with all humility, thy 
good Providence, in supplying our 
want. at the moment of approaching 
•ecessity, in upholding our cause 
aga]n$t the increased aggression of 
Otir enemies, and in continuing thy 
protection to our most gracious Sc^' 
Terelgn, the Father of his People, 
and the dispenser of thy mercies. / 
•* These praises and prayers we 
humbly ofer at the Throne of Grace, 
through the merits and mediation of 
pur L^rd and Saviour Jesus Cbriiit, 



Another royal fdgltlve has ar- 
rived on our shores, in the person of 
the expatriated head of the house of 
Gnstavus Vasa. The intention of 
this unfortunate prince to put himself 
under British protection has been 
long known. — About the beginning 
of last month, he sailed in an Ame* 
rican vessel from Riga, certainly 
with the connivance, and probaWy 
with the approbation, pi his bro- 
ther-in-law, the Emperor Aleitandcr, 
though such was the haste with 
which he embarked, that, it is said» 
he was without baggage, and witb 
but one servant to attend him. On 
bis passage down the Baltic he fell 
in with the Ruby man of war, on 
board which he was received with 
all the respect due to his rank and 
misfortunes, and conveyed to Sir J. 
Saumarez, the commander in chief. 
His Majesty afterwards embarked on 
board the Tartarus frigate, which ar- 
rived in Yarmouth Roads on Sunday 
the 12th. Owing to tho boisterous 
state of the weather, his Majesty wai 
obliged to remam on sliip board un» 
til Wednesday, when he landed, un- 
der a. salute of 21 guns. On hit 
reaching the beach, he was received 
with three such hearty cheers, as 
perhaps he never before heard, and 
such an impression had they on his 
Majesty, that tears of gratitude were 
observed to trickle down his checks. 
He was received by Lord Gardner, 
the port admiral, whose carriage 
wits in waiting, and into which his 
Swedish Majesty got; and, preceded 
by the West York militia, with co- 
lours and band, he repaired to the 
Angel Inn, to take refreshment prer 
vious to his setting out for London. 

An assemblage of the first fami- 
lies in the town and neighbourhood 
had met to celebrate the annual 
fair festival at Colchester, when the 
King of Sweden, who travels. under 
the name of Count dc Gottorp, ar- 
rived there, accompanied by Cap» 
tain Mainwaring, of the royal nary. 
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His Majesty WHS immMlittcly waited 
upon by the stewards of the meeting, 
Air. Bu Cane and Mr. John Round, 
Jan. with a respectful tender of their 
services; the formvr of whom, re^ 
qtiested he might be allowed to exer- 
cise the rites of hospitality to tfiit 
august personage at his seat at Brax- 
ted Lodge, near that town, until 
the expected arrival of a messenger 
from the office of the Marquis Wel- 
lesley ; which offer was graciously 
accepted, and Mr. Du Cane soon 
after left the town to prepare for the 
reception of his illustrious guest, 
who previously to his quitting Col- 
chester confcred upon the company 
assembled the distinction of a per- 
sonal visit. — The King's messenger 
was sent express to meet his Majesty 
at Colchester. On Tuesday night 
bis Majesty arrived at Harlow, and 
slept at the house of Montagu Bur- 
goyne, Esq. at Mark Hall, where 
every attention was paid to the royal 
traveller. On Wednesday afternoon 
be set off for London, accompanied 
by Mr. Du Cane, Mr. Pierrepoint, 
and Mr. Culling Smith, and in the 
evening arrived at Jacquier^s hotel 
in Bond-street. 

Th^; annual average importation 
of sugar from all the colonies, the 
produce of which is admitted to the 
home consumption of Great Britain, 
was proved by the 6fficial returns 
laid before the di!»tillery committee 
of the house of Commons, in 1 8^, 
to be 370,000 hhds. The same au- 
thorhy shews the regular consump- 
tion *of these kingdoms to be 200,000 
bhds« and the distilleries now con- 
sume 50,000 more, leaving a dis* 
posable surplus of only 20,000 bhds« 
per' annum. This quantity is so in- 
adequate to supply the demand for 
exportation, that since the substitu- 
tion of sugar for grain in the distil- 
leries, the glut then on band has 
completely disappeared ; for the re- 
turns of the West India Dock Com- 
pany prove that tEe quantity in their 
\varclu)usc$^ on the x6tb of June 



last, including^ fbreij^n as well aSv 
British plantation sui^ar, was only 
18,430 casks, oqual but to five weeks 
consumption. 

On the 6lh inst. arrived in Shef- 
field, Mr. Maurice Margarot, one of 
the delegates from the London Corres- 
ponding Society to the British Con- 
vention, held in EMinburgb in the 
year 1794. He has suffered the 
sentence of the justiciary in Scot- 
land, viz. fourteen years banish- 
ment to New South Wales, for ut- 
tering ccrtsiin expressiom on the 
subject of parliamentary reform ; 
and returned to this country only a 
few weeks ago. — Messrs. Skirving, 
Gerald, Palmer, and Muir, who re- 
ceived similar sentences, have long 
since been relieved from their suf- 
ferings by the hand of death. — 
Mr. Margarot, his wife, and a fa- 
vourite cat, which they took along/ 
with them, are now the only living 
objects of all those that sailed in the 
vessel from this country. The cat is 
blind, and grown grt'y in the service 
of its roaster." Mr. Margarot re- 
mained at Sheffield, till the Thurs* 
day following, wben he proceeded 
for London. 

DREADFUL STORM. 

The high wind which prevailed on Sa- 
turday the 10th. inst. may in its conse* 
quences be regarded as the roost awful 
visitation with which the county of Lin- 
coln has been afflicted in the annals Qf 
time. The ruinous calamity produced 
by the gale has been two-fold : at sea 
and on shore its effects have been so ex- 
tensively fatal, that in the -estimate of 
injury suffered, it is impossible ^et to 
say whether the adventurous manner or 
the peaceful husbandman has tbegreater 
weight of affliction to sustain. 

Accounts of a very melancholy cast 
• have been received from all tbe towni 
m the east of this country ; but the seat 
and centre of distress seems to b€ tbe 
town of Boston, A tremendous gale 
from the East was experienced tbf(e 
throughout Saturday : it set directly into 
the mouth of the haven — and the conse- ^ 
quence was, that the evening tide can»e 
is^ with that irresistible force whidi s> 
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accamalated impetas of 1^ hours' con- 
tinuance must necessarily give it. Bjr 
■eren o'clock the tide bad risen higher 
by four inches than upon any preceding 
occasion upon record, and had filled the 
bouses in many streets to a considerable 
depth with water. At this height it con- 
tinued for about an hour, without per- 
ceptible change. — The cause of this ei- 
traordinary effect was, that the tide had 
OTertopped its barriers, — the banks of 
the channel were insufiicrcnt to hold it, 
and, being invaded by the overfaUing 
sor^e on the land side, yielded to tlie 
acuon of the boiling flood. Friskney 
and Levertonnew sea banks were broken 
in many places ; Frieston new bank en- 
tirely swept away, and the old bank in 
that parish demolished in various parts ; 
as also are Boston east old bank, and 
the banks at Skirbeck Quarter, Wybep- 
ton, Frampton, and Fosdyke. — By these 
several breaches of banits, the tide got 
vent in a new and less straitened chan* 
ael, and the whole surrounding country 
was delu^ by tlie sea. 

The flood swept cattle and every thing 
before it in its progress to find a level ; 
the inhabitants of many'^ farra-houset 
were environed by the water before they 
knew of danger, — and escape was im- 
possible, had the formation of the coun- 
try permitted any exemption from the 
inundation; owing, however to its un- 
varied flatness, th^re is not, in several 
parishes, a foot of ground uuflooded. 

It is computed that the number of 
sheep drowned in the distressed tract of 
country between Wainfleet and Sutter- 
ton (to which latter town the inundation 
extended southwardly) is 15,000; be- 
sides many horses and other cattle. Im- 
plements of every description have been 
swept in a general wreck ; and stacks of 
com and liny to a great amount carried 
like litter over the country. 

At Fosdyke the tide cume upon the 
lands so suddenly, that a servant maid 
of Mr. Bh-kett, of that place, was sur- 
rounded by the sea whilst nnlking the 
cows in a pasture not far from the house, 
and perished before assistance could be 
given. Another person in that parish, 
an elderly woman, ^'as in the course of 
the night washed out of an upper win- 
dow of her cottage, and drowned. — At 
Fishtoff, Mr. Jessop lost his life in en- 
deavouring to rescue some of his father's 
sbeep. Ilis death was not less extraor* 
dinary than that of the other two per- 
sons whom we have mentioned* About 



•even o'clock in the evening, his father, 
looking out into the storm, mistook tlie 
approaching deluge from the sea for a 
fall of snow on the pastures, and ex- 
claimed to the son, that care should be 
taken of some sheep. The latter im- 
mediately went forth, and before he had 
recovered from his astonishment at the 
coming waters, fell a sacrifice to them^ 
by getting out of his depth. 

The great bow-window of PInmer's 
hotel at Frieston shore, was forced from 
the building by the water, and carried 
to the distance of several fields. The 
houses of Mr. Keall and Mr. Dickinson, 
of Wyberton, have been nearly demof* 
lished ; and many others much clamaged. 
Small tenements, and barns and sheds^ 
have shared a common destruction ia 
several parishes. The water continoei 
to be at least two feet deep on the lands 
in general ; and when it will be got rid 
of can hardly be calculated. Not less 
Uian 20,000 acres of the richest land in 
England are in this situation. The wa- 
ter runs over the London road in several 
places within seven miles of Boston :. it 
18' in, some situations a foot deep od tha 
road. 

Boston church was under water to a 
considerable depth in every part (except 
the chancel, to which there is an ascent 
of two steps.) At the western end of 
the steeple, the water was two feet eight 
inches and a half deep. Of course di- 
vine service could not be performed on 
Sunda}. Many of the neighbouring pa- 
rishes, to Sutterton inclusively, were si- 
milarly circumstanced. 

A large hay-stack on the farm of Mr, 
Day, of Frieston (near the shore houses) 
was moved entire by the' tide, from one 
end of a pasture to the other, (a distance 
of 3 or 400 yards) and now stands erect 
and perfect! 

The losses at sea have been extremely 
dreadful all along the <;oast. A leuer 
from Saltfleet, received at the (Justom- 
house, Boston, gives the news of QO 
vessels wrecked in that neighbourhood. 
From the Uumber to Boston Deeps, 40 
vcs&els have been wrecked. Dead bo^ 
dies are thrown on shore almost every 
tide off Mablethorpe, Theddlethorpe, 
Sutton, and the neighbouring paiishes 
on the coast. — Many vessels damaged, 
and lost anchors, &c. ^:c. — Out of 10 
fishing smacks belonging to Boston, only 
one \veathered the storm. 

In the parishes of Surfleet and Pinch- 
beck maoh damage bus been done : a 
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breach of banl^ tooV place at the outfall 
hf the Vernatt's drain, which destroyed 
*ne of the arches, and the drain of 
course became a receptacle for salt wa- 
ter, and must so continue until such 
lime as the breach can be secured : it 
is abore 30 feet from the bottom of the 
Welland. Floating furniture and corn- 
ttacks hare become by no means rare 
in the neiehboarhooH of Surfleet. Mr. 
Wm. -Beasley han lost many sheep, the 
tvheat seed which he bad committed to 
the earth for Testation is destroyed, 
and his farm rendered for a Inng time 
unfit for tillage. His family were com- 
pelled to quit their house for safety : a 
contiguous cottage, with a barn and 
other boildtnps, were wholly swept awa? 
hj the flood. The land upon which 
they stood was in tenure of Mr. Wheat, 
of Gosberton, who, in common with 
Inany others, has lost a number of sbefp. 
Mr. N. Thorpe, of the Reservoir, had 
a large quantity of coals washed away. 
In the park at Pinchbeck above 80 oaks 
ba%e been levelled with the earth. — At 
Bridgend, between Horbhng and tlie 
Forty-Foot, many large trees were bjown 
down upon the road, so as for some 
hours completely to interrupt passengers 
in carriages or on horseback. The si- 
tuation of travellers seems here to have 
been ej^tremely dangerous.— Welion 
tuill, near Spilsbv, was blown down : 
fortunately the nuiter had just left it to 
get a light. 

Two casks of spirits cast ashore at 
Geduey were found by two labouring 
men, who helped themselves so plen- 
tifully that one of them died in conse- 
quence. 

The tremendous gale has done very 
eitensive damage amongst the timber in 
the parks in the neigbbourhoud of Stam- 
ford. In the Marquis of Exeter's beau- 
tiful domain more than 100 large ii-ees 
jbava been blown down ; many of tbem 
in avenues, the regularity of %>hich is of 
course dssiroyed by the chiasms. In 
Walcot Park, the estate of Neville 
Jtioe], Esq. 4C0 tr»es are destroyed i 
and about the some number in the park 
of Col Noel, at Exlon, and of the Earl 
of Winchelsea, at Builey — including in 
the latter an entire a\eiiue of cbesnuis. 
In Nonnanton Park (Sir Gilbtri Heath- 
cote's) 50 trees are blown up by the 
roots and about as many broken in 
half. A spinney htlow the house is 
jiearly anniiul«tt d. At the iiarl of Webt- 
mnreland'si 21 trees nre lying between 
ib^ mansion -hoube and Moorhaj-lawn, 



and a great number in Apethorpe Parle. 
— 50 at Luifeuham, 13 at Bourn Abbey 
(Mrs. Pocbin's), 7 at Stockeii-ball, 300 
upon and near ibe road between Stam- 
ford and Leicester. Twelve tine young 
elm trees on Miss Trysou's estate at 
Glaston, \f ere torn up by ibe root», and 
more than 50 yards of her garden wjtU, 
which was k planted with choice Iruit 
trees, blown down. 

Two post-ctiaises were blown over 
between Stamford and Bourn. — ^Half of 
Mr. Charles Alleirs huui>e, lu Little* 
worth Drove, blown down. Scatceiy 
a water engine at l>onington and neigtn 
bourhood but was so much mjured as to 
be now useless. 

Durnig the late storm, a passage boat 
sunk in the bason at Paisley, Scotland, 
when between 40 and 50 persons un* 
happily perished. Ihe acciUent was 
occasioned by an imprudeni rush of 
passengers into the boat on fair day. 

On Saturday se'unight the coacti Unm 
Newton to Exeter, in gomg thi ovgti AU 
phington, the water beu^g viiy high, 
the horses, four in numbtj, goi out of 
ttieir deptb, and all perished, w iih si^ 
passengers. 

COURT OF KIKg's BEKCH. 

Tutsdoj/^ Aov. 6. 

THE KINO ON THE lNFf>RMATIOK 
OF T1I£ BlSUOl' UF DEU&Y V, 

JENKINS, 6ec. 
The Attoruejf Gtntral applied for 
a rule to shew cau.sc why a cnininal 
information should not be hied a- 
gainst a Mr. Jenkins, the pioprutor 
or publisher ot a newspaper calle4 
T/ie Cambnatiy for a l.b«l against 
the present Bishop of Derry — a pre- 
late not more know n for the large- 
ness of his revenue than for the be- 
neficence with which he bestowed i( 
on all around him, who were ii\ 
need of his aid to the furtherance of 
any useful or meritorious purpose. 
The rev. prelate coi^ld not but be 
surprised to observe a paragraph ia 
a paper published in a distant part 
of the country, called ThtCambrum^ 
to thisefiecl : — *' That a curious cir- 
cumstance had lately occurred— the 
Bishop of Vciry had been gaietlfi 
a bankrupt— he had long been a 
spiculator, and had now been enve* 
loped }n his ^pcculaUons." l^M 
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pamgniph appeared in June la»t, 
and the Atiorney Genoia) submitted 
that ihirc uab nothing so much cal- 
culatt'd to lower t|io wortliy prelate 
in iheeyts (\' th<» country, than $ucb 
a stati meitt. Many of those who 
ri'ad the paragraph must have be- 
lieved it to be \v*'ll founded, ile 
for one had read it, and not know- 
ing the worthy prelate, he was free 
to Confer that he had believed the 
paragraph to be true. 

Lord £//ni^r<w<g*.— " There is 
same thing degrading in the terma in 
which the paragraph is conceived. 
Theretore, \ir. Attorney GeneraKyou 
may take your rule.*' 

The ^^ror/if^Geitrra/ stated, there 
were other paperti against which 
similar rules were to be moved for; 
among others, the Mornptg Chronic 
(c/e, which had accompanied the ca* 
lumny with the following coinmtnt : 
— " The bishop wht) is said to have 
been gazetted in the H>t of Irish 
bankrupts, certainly .possesses the 
richest see in the kingdom. If his 
lordship does not speedily obtain his 
certificate, some serious cancmical 
proceedings are expiclod to take 
place, to the melancholy tune of 
*' High Dcrry down !*' I'here were 
also The Statrsman and 2'he Morn- 
ing Hirald to be moved against on 
the same account. These rules were 
to b« moved for by his learned friend 
Mr. Dampicr, and, he believed, by 
Mr. G arrow, who was not now pre- 
aeot. 

Mr. Vampier moved for a similar 
rule against Mr. Daniel Lovel, pro* 

ftrietor of The Statcstnan^ in w hich 
be paragraph was titled '' Basi^- 
BUPT Bishop." 

The rules to shew fcrause were 
granted, Lord Ellenborough desiring 
that care should be taken that in 
the affidavits in support of each rule, 
the bishop alluded to in the para- 
graph objected to was pointed out 
iviili sufficient precision, 

Th^cse rules nave since been fary 
^hcr argued, and made absolute* 



Tkundmtf Kov. S. 

SIR r. BURDETT V. THR SRRJRA9X 
▲T ARMS. 

The Attwrney General staM, that 
he was instructed to move that tba 
trial which stood for the 20th. day 
of this month, should be postponed, 
until their lordships bad first decir 
ded upon the arguments and gava 
judgment on the demurrer wbicli 
was now at issue between the abova* 
named plaintiff, and tlie right hon. 
Charlies Abbot, Speaker of the housa 
of Commons. In the action brought 
against the serjcant at atros, the da* 
duration set forth, that Sir Francis 
bad been arrested by virtue of Iha 
warrant issued by the speaker, that 
his house had lx*(*n broken open and 
himself imprisoned. The defendant 
m his plea, si*i forth, that Sir Fran- 
cis had avowed himself the author 
of a letter published in Cobbetf$ 
Weekly Registtr^ which by a resolu- 
tion of that house, was denominated 
a grobs, scandalous, and infamous 
libel ; and by. a further vote of that 
house the said Sir Francis was di- 
rected to be imprisoned in the Tower* 
That the speaker issued his warrant 
to the said defendant, who, in obty 
dience thereto, went to the house of 
Sir Francis, and acquainted him 
therewith ; that he. Sir Francis, af- 
terwards ordered the doors of his 
house to be shut against the defen* 
dant, who was therefore obliged to 
use necessary force to gain adrois-« 
sion to the said bouse, and to arrest 
the said Sir Francis, which he ac^ 
cordiugly did; that he used onlj 
such force as was necessary to ena- 
ble him to arrest the said plaintiff; 
and having so arrested him, deliver- 
ed him over to the constable of the 
To\yer. To this plea Sir Francis ro* 
plied, that more violence and force 
was used than was necessaiy ; that 
the subsequent imprisonment was a 
violation of law ; and upon this is- 
sue was joincHl. 

With respect to the action against 
the speaker, the dcclaratioa iu tlj^ 
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l^latDti^s action, and the plea of the 
^£[)iMlaiit were nearly the same as rn 
Ihe foregoing action* Bat instead 
W kisve being joined and the parlies 
p« to their country (i. e. a jury X 
the plaintiff has demurred to the 
plea filed by the defendant, and the 
actioa must be decided by their lord* 
•htps upon the issue joined on this 
demurrer. As therefore the matter 
i*f iaw which is disputed should de- 
cide on the matter of fact, or in 
other words, whether it would not 
be better for all parties^ as well at 
infimtely more commodious to the 
court and advantageous to the pub- 
lic, that the law of the case should 
be ficst ascertained, he humbly 8ul>- 
Mittcd that the motion which he had 
signified would eventually, if allow- 
ed, be most consistent with public 
justice. The demurrer may be ar- 
gued on Tuesday next, or on Friday 
week* He, the atiorney-general, 
would be ready on either days, con- 
sequently the delay that might er- 
luaeously be imputed to him must 
iccoil on the other side if they are 
i|ot prepared* The learned gentle- 
asan then mov^d '* for a rule to shew 
cause why the trial at bar between 
Sir Francis Burdett, plaintiff, and 
Juiward G. Coleman Esq. serjeaiVt 
at arms of the house of Commons, 
which stands for the 30th. of this 
BBonthy shonld not be postponed un- 
til after the arguments are heard, 
and the court shall decide upon the 
flemurrer in the action brought by 
the same plaintiff against the right 
hon. C. Abbot, speaker of the 'house 
of Commons." 

Mr. Jtistice Le Blanc and Lord 
FJlenborougk enquired whether any 
notice of trial had been given in any 
of the actions ? 

The Attomef-Gentrd answered in 
the nrgative. 

I'he Attomef-Gencral then ac- 
i|uauitcd their lordships, that anor 
ther action was pending at the suit 
of the same plaintiff against the Earl 
el Miiira^ constable of the Towct of « 



London ; that the declaration a-* 
gainst him was nearly the same in 
substance as that against the other 
parties, but that there was some dif- 
ference in the language of the plead- 
ings: that issue was joined, how- 
ever, in this action, as in that a- 
^nst the Serjeant at arms, and 
this also stood for trial at bar. Thai 
the same reasons prevailed why it 
should not be tried any more than 
that against the Serjeant at arms, tiU 
the law was ascertained upon the 
demurrer; and upon that ground he 
should also move, that this action 
should not be tried till the court 
gave judgment on the aforesaid de- 
murrer. There was abo an addi- 
tional reason; Mr. Coleman was a 
witness most material to his client ; 
but Mr. Coleman was serving with 
the lymy in Portugal with consider^ 
able credit to himself, as was see» 
by bis demeanour at the battle of 
Busaeo. That application had beea 
made at the war office to recal him, 
but that it would be quite impossi- 
ble to expect his arrival here in 
time. On these grounds he trusted 
their lordships would grant him the 
rule in this cause. — The rules wert^ 
all granted. 

THE KING V. JOHN OALS JOKE9, 

The Attorney General moved iot 
the judgment of the court on tha 
defendant. 

Our readers will recollect that lh« 
defendant was convicted at the sit* 
tings after last Trinity term, of a 
libel on Viscount Castlerengh. — ^Tha 
libel was contained in the following 
placard from the Biitish Forum. 

** Last Monday, after two even- 
ings discussions, a crowded assem- 
bly unanimously decided that Lord 
Castlereagh's conduct toward Mr. 
Mr. Finnerty ought to be reprobated, 

AS A FI^AORAHT INFRINOBMEKV 
UPON THa LIBERTY OF A BRITISH 
SUBJECT, AND A COWARDLY ACT 
OF OPPRESSION AGAINST AN IKK9- 
CI^NT INDIVIDUAL.'" 
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The record of the indictment hav- 
int? been read, and the learned judge 
having made his report of the trial, 
Mr. Jones, after stating that he had 
no affidavits to file, and that he bad 
not instructed counsel, spoke to the 
following effect : 

** I will not avail myself of the 
privilege offered me for the purpose 
of saying any thing which will have 
a tendency to impress an 'idea that 
the verdict which convicted me was 
false, or of stating any thing which 
will give offence, 1 stand unpro- 
tected, not having the advantage of 
counsel to assist me, and I trust any 
expression I may use will not be in- 
terpreted to my prejudice or imputed 
to a design to give offence; but 1 
trust the privilege granted to rae is 
something more than vague and 
complimentary, and that it gives 
me the opportunity of speaking the 
free sentiments of an honest-hearted 
Englishfiaan, I trust the Attorney 
General, when he conies to reply, 
will not use the privilege of his high 
ofHce to bear d,o\yn^ an unprotected 
individual, but will rather kindly 
-step forward to introduce a shield 
between the individual and the pro- 
secutor, if It can be done consis- 
tently with the claims of justice. 
There ^s a wide difference between 
an. hidividunl standing as a delin- 
aucnt in any case, Virhcre the offence 
mginated per st, where he is the 
Ar^ ctflumniator, or the author of 
the scandal, and the case of a pcr- 
•wwi, who has received it from ano- 
ther on whom he relies, and I cer- 
tainly would not have introduced 
tiiis discussion, had I not believed, 
which I solemnly declare 1 did, that 
Mr. - Finnerty's statement was well 
founded, but finding it in a pTublic 
ne>(««paper, of great respectability, 
the Editor of which 1 know to be 
conversant with the laws and consti- 
tution of his country, and who was 
known to be extremely cautious in 
admitting any thing which he did 
conceive to b« either libellods or ma- 



lignant. I found a public docu- 
ment, in a public newspaper, not 
referring to any act of private .»ca?»- 
dal, but to a public act, of a public 
minister, the statements of which 
were broad and unequivocal. They 
stated that Mr. Finnerty had been 
sent home from Walcheren j that hr. 
had undergone a sort of transportft-* 
tation in a King's vessel, it not bein^ 
specified that he had done any thin«r' 
to occasion such an act. ft cer- 
tainly fell to my lot to read'tbe static 
raents from the Morning Chronicle, 
but I did not, h^ any means, take 
upon myself to a.isWer for their 
truth or falsehood, but left to Mr. 
Finnerty alono the pcsponsibility of 
the statement. Having read the ex- 
tract, I left the case to the discus- 
sion of the audience. In the course 
of that evening I did not avail my- 
self of the privilege of reply ; it bid- 
ing usual, in those institutions, for 
every gentleman who opens a qwer*- 
tion to have the privilege of reply ; 
but that if I had wished by any 
means whatever to influence the au- 
dience who came to hoar the discus- 
sion, i should have availed myself 
of the last word, and that ( did not 
raise my hand in the vote which was 
given by the audience. 1 am noW 
called upon to answer for tlie deci- 
sions of that audience, thus fairly 
assembled, who had delivered such 
sentiments as they pleased, and whh 
had voted as they pleased. I ha%« 
done only that which the customs, 
of the society required, namely, that 
of recording the decisions, and I am 
stated to have been guilty of libel. 
If it were permitted to me, I might 
say there is in this honourable court 
in which I stand, and around mr, 
gentlemen whom I have known to 
have frequented that society, and 
delivered thefr sentiment withcnilit 
to themselves an<i satisfaction to the 
society ; and that there arc gentle- 
men, at the very top of the profes- 
sion, who have derived their cele* 
i^ity from having practised in those 
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•ssembli^. As fkr aa rt'spects the 
noble prosecutor and Mr. Finneriy, 
they are equally stranjjors to m*», 
and equally indiflerrnt. I neither 
know nor care for au^ht respcciins; 
Lord Ca3tI»T(»agh. I can have no 
personal motive aqainst him. I owe 
him m*ither favour nor enmity, and 
jbould not know him if present in 
court ; hut still I cannot kelp feeling 
« fomfthing thai convinces tne that 
I shall sleep more sonndljif in the ceil 
to which possihlif I may he sentenced^ 
than Lord Castlereagh will sleep either 
upon his pillow of roses or his bed of 
down. The limes are such, that even 
if it had been only from motives of 
policy, I think the noble lord ou^ht 
xatlier to have let roe escape, be- 
cause I t))ink at this moment every 
hand and every heart ought to be 
engaged ; and meanly as I think of 
ray own abilities, 1 think they could 
have been of some service in my 
country's behalf; and it would have 
better become his lordship to have 
sacrificed his own private feelings 
upon the altar of justice. I t(ust 
.their lordships will suflfcr no idea to 
come across their minds that shall 
induce them to suppose that the 
roan who stands for judgment would, 
to save his life, be guilty of mean- 
ness or prevarication, but that while 
he stands bc^fore them for ju«itice, he 
asks of their lordships that mercy 
which is becominjr in them to grant," 
Attornetf General, — ** My Lords, 
«8 I am wholly unacquainted with 
the natun» of these hcrvices which 
the defendant, if he were suffen^d to 
remain at large, would be able to 
render to the public in these popular 
discussions, I cannot well judge whe- 
ther it were or were not prudent in 
my Li>rd Castlereagh to institute 
this prosecution against him, at the 
•cxpenct of that public loss. The 
defendant has stated to your lord- 
ships, that he is a man who, in^ 
times like these, must be of great 
use to the public, and that therefore 
it would b&ve become my Lord Cas- 



tlereagh more, in his magnantmiry^ 
to have overlooked this otFence, than 
to have prosecuted him for it, lett 
the public should suffer by the loss 
of his services, occasioned by hi:i 
confinement. My Lords, I am un- 
acquainted with any groUDd that the 
defendant can have for urging such 
an argument. What right is this 
which the defendant insists upon { 
That seeing in another publication, • 
gross and foul slander agaiost Lord 
Ca«tlereagh, but thinking well of the 
editor of that paper, he feels him- 
self justified to call upon Lord Cas- 
tKreagb upon a bill of indictment, 
as he would state it, found in the 
Morning Chronicle, to answer be- 
fore a jury assembled at the Britinh 
Forum, and defend himself against 
those foul and calumnious chars*et 
which the grand jury^ the Morning 
Chronicle, states him. — ^The Eldrtor 
of the Morning Chronicle states,— 
*' Fon, Lord Castlereagh har^ abnted 
" yo^f ^ce to purposes ofoppressiatt; 
** you have unjustly pronounced a scm'^ 
*' tence against Mr. Fmnerty^ mtd 
** have carried that sentence into ejpf- 
*' cution. You are found, moreoc^r^ 
*' by this indictment, found im the 
*' Morning Chronicle, thai you, the 
*< minister of Ireland, MUi to eieeu* 
" tion a Mr. Orr, convicted by fsUm 
** verdict rfajury^ although ht wu^ 
** knotim to you to he snuoeeut^ und 
** notwithstandsng thai the Judge db 
'*' tried him represetUed to you ihfiki 
*' believed him to be ismocemiS' IVaB 
charges, says the delbl^daiit« un 
found against you in the bill of 1b« 
dictment preferred in the Momltf 
Chronicle, and I call upon you |»- 
fore my tribunal, the British FWuB, 
to answer the«»e charges. I tell yol^ 
you will have a fair trial before tlw 
public, who fM horror and indig* 
nation at the crimes which you have 
committed. I tell yon, (the roockeiy 
of expression be uses is) if the gentle 
Lord Castlereagh can prevail upon 
himself to appear before this tribit* 
n$\, he will be patiently heard! 
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Patiently heard I * By vhom ? fey 
all those, who at the expence of a 
sliilling a piece, actuated by mis- ^ 
chief or malice, curiosity or perso- 
nal enmity (and what man is there 
in public life who has not enemies?) 
sgainst Lord Castlereagh. I call 
togi ther all these to the assembly 
which i have advertised, for the 
puri*ose of presenting to an enlighr* 
tened .public the judgment that a 
jury 80 called together shall givfe 
upon this charge exhibited against 
you. Mow do they proceed ? — 
** The statement of Mr. Finnerty^s 
treatment by Lord Castlereagh, as. 
It appeared in the Mornin;j Chronicle 
of Thursday, the 23d instant, has 
been read with the most lively emo- 
tion, and has exclttfd universal asto- 
nishment and alarm." — Then he 
goes on : — " If the gentle Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, can muster sufficient con* 
fidence ta venture iiKo a public 
a%iemb]y, of free and . independent 
Englishmen, he may rest assured 
that he shall have fair play." — No\V 
your lordships will soe what fair 

Slay in this niock tribuodl Lord Cas- 
ereagh was likely to meet with ; 
thero is no^lyni (^r which the ma- 
nagers of this institutio«i more ar- 
dently long, than an opportunity of 
meeting his lordship and his adhe- 
rents face to face, and hearing them 
vindicate thert character and con- 
duct before this society. Now, how 
is th^t.expreised ? " Before an out- 
lawed and insulted country.** So 
i%at they go first to tbfc decision, 
thaj. Lord Castlereagh, by his con- 
inCXf^ has outraged and insulted the 
pountry ; and then they call Lord 
Castlereagh before this outraged and 
ictsulted people, to address them; 
and persMkdc them that they have 
bl ready come to an erroneous judg- 
ment upon the subject. 

Now, what IS the next F It says, 
*' Lord Castlereagh or his adherents 
are peremptorily summoned to at- 
tAod, and prevent, if possible, his 
cbaracter from being consigned to 

TOL. VIII, 



everla'sting infkmy and disgrace,'' 
My Lord, it is ti^io that this gen- 
tleman and they who have nor yet 
learnt it should learn their duty. It 
is time they should learn, that no 
man, consistently with his duty to 
the public and to the la\V, can thus, 
without authority, call another be- 
fore this mock — this self-constituted 
tribunal, to answer to supposed 
charges exhibited against him, by 
men who have no authority what- 
ever over his condtiot, or * power to 
inquire into it-^and whose accusal 
tions can be referred to nothing but 
malignity and ill will ; nor, not- 
withstanding all that thfi defendant 
has said of this society,. can I attri- 
bute the conduct of those who have 
acted in it to any thing but malig- 
nity and ill-will against Lord Cas- 
tlereagh. 

My Lord s, — If you r 1 ord sh i ps ca n 
find any thing in any of the topic* 
arged by the defendant, which will 
really go in extenuation of this of- 
fence, I am the last person who 
would desire to take from their effi^ci! 
With these observations I Uavc the 
case to your lordships, fully satisfied 
that the punishment will be com- 
mensurate to the extent of th'^ guilt 
— that it will not go beyond it. I 
am the first to desire that it may not 
not go beyond it — but that it may 
come up to the measure of it. 

Lord EUenborvugh, — Let the de- 
fendant becommitted to his Majesty's 
gaol of Newgate, and be brought up 
this day fortnight. 

Thursday, Nov. 22. 

LIBEL ON THE SOLDIERY. 

37*€ King V, Thomoi Harvey and John 
Fiiher, 
Sir Vicary Cibbs moved the judgment 
of the court against the defeudnnts, pro- 
prietor and printer of the Day news- 
paper, who had suffered judgment to go 
by default. The libel appeared in the 
paper of the 9th of April, in the following 
words :— " The appearance of the popu* 
lace in Piccadilly, with their general de- 
meanour and exasperated expressions. 
-now created the utmost alarm. Sor 
:3 B 
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ttones were throim, «nd the not art 
wat read. This however was a ^nere 
matter of form, as it was iroposftil^e^o 
hear it amidst the general c9nfu$ion. It 
acted howevelr as a sigocd fdr.ipilitary 
exe<^tion, aud ia a few moments the 
horse-guards charged with the most hi* 
human violence an unarmed and uare« 
sisting people, amongst whom were' se- 
veral females. Those who were able 
made their escape dowt) thif courts and; 
adjoining streets : her^ however tihey. 
were not ^(e, as they were pursued hy^ 
the soldiery^ who seemed too anxious in 
the pursuit, and were apparently »c* , 
tuated by a wanton desire of shedding 
human blood and trampling on the in- 
nocent and unoffending spectators.'' — hi 
another part was added : — ^** Opposite 
the house of Sir Francis the people .as- 
sembled io vast numbers, but were in- 
terrupted by the gnards, who paraded 
backwards and forwards/ and whose 
jaded appearance too plainly told their 
unwarrantable activity in the preceding 
ntght, and the blades of whose sworda 
were stainlea^with the blood ef injured 
and innocent Britons. They were re- 
garded with horror and detestation, and 
theic coon tenancea bore ample testimony 
to tlie stmgsof conscience which gnawed 
thair obdurate hearts, when in the lifht 
of day they faced those men, whom, but 
for the prtteotion of Irvine Providence, 
they had deprived of existence with un- 
justifiable GHielty.*' , 

Atfid^yits were then put in on the 
part of the defendants. 

Mr. Hurve^s stated, thiit h^ was the 
printer and one of the proprietors : that, 
on, account of the hurry of business, he 
had not read the tirticle t^l it was pub* 
lished } that the reporter had abused the 
confidence reposed in him ; that be was 
sincerely contrite for what had apf>eared ; 
that he thi'ew hiipscif upon the mercy of 
the court; that he had a wife and eight 
small children, who depended . on him 
for support; that he -was a foyal and 
good subject ; and that this was hia€rat 
offence. * 

Mr. Fisher thepulSlisher. Mated, that 
he did not read the libel before it was 
printed ; he was in b*ed at the time. 
vVhen he saw the exceptionable passa- 
ges, he had them erased, and the article^ 
i^ purged was inserted in the National' 
Ilegi$ter, of which paper he is a pro- 
prietor. He threw inmself upon the 
mercy of the court. He had otFered to 
<^ive up the author of the libel. 



Sir Vie^ Cihb$ called upon their 
lordships to give judgment on a libel 
more wiclced i^nd more malicious ihmn 
any which it had been his fortune to 
press for judgment. The ofier to give 
up the aiuthor, was no extenuation oC 
t^toffimce! Mr. Harvey stated tint be 
felt tl)e deepest contrition ; * but there 
wai^ no paragraph in a subsequent paper 
expressive of such contrition. Toe ec* 
counts, in fact, an the two following jpe* 
^rs, were repetitions of the Jibel. The 
state of the metropolis during the tren- 
sactions alluded to, was too weU known 
tm need dfs<^iption. The •troops did 

-liot wish to be dalted out op such dutj; 
J^iietr conduct had j^een mast exemplary, 
and it must havje jieen known to the 
wfiter with (iow much forbearance the 
mihtary bad a^ted in the discharge of 
their duty. They had been inisultra mi 
the grqsiest manner; nay, had been 
fired upon, befor^ they had shewn mnj 
fesistdnce.lo the mob: yet they were 
charged ^ith being actuated by a waiw 
ton d^esire to shed innopent blood l~^ 
Was this to U^ endured I — If such state* 
meats were to pass unpums^, tlSi^sot* 
diery would ^oot go to their duty, 4ui4 
outrageous mobs would have./ull oppe^ 
tunity to commit their depredatioiii^ 
Such was th^ libeb^h«ir,lpn^hipsvrb«U 
protect the public ^nd the soldiers, aii^- 
know what punislmient ^as. due to*iti|^ 

' defendants. ^ 

Mr., Moryctt aud MrmJ^fiad€r,[ ib^« 

tb6 ' defendants^ spoke in Ipi^ftii^^*! 

but they urged |ittle more tmro^t)b|&J' 

was contain^ in tb^c alKdafitSir * '^3' 

The defeadaots weretordetefi 
committed to Newgate, t^tpr " 
up to receive seoteuce tfa^ l6t imj! 
term* ^ * * «« • 

THS KIKG V. DANIEL LdV£l.I<^ «*' '.' -* 

The defendant W«is brought .t>^ Ja;V* 
judgment, he having copied ihe t%Mr '.\ 
libd in his paper, the StatairmH. .-^^ - , '" * 

Mr. Lcrveil stated, tMt h« ,lit4 JW ' .^ . 
counsel, hut wished to obserre^ '^^^s. 
was impossible for a proprietor U»*%v^f 
every tning that appeared it)*iispMK^. ! 
-r-the t^me would not admit it» — -Tkv^« ^^ 
tide was extracted^by faispiiiicifer^ # .* i 

I/>rd JS/ZentefOHgA,— ^ BulyottjRMiHrV 
not publibh in haste i aBd,floi» CAa%e 
make such an ex^rttse,. for you liaretM.jy ^ 
whole day to deliberate. You say i^ . 7* 
was extracted by your printer ^ but y6i| 
should be at the eicpeoce of tiavtn^pev^ ' 
pie to look over your copy who caU dis- - 
tiuguish libels from proper^^pi^f^ It 
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» not to be endured that you should be 
permitted to have the %vhole day to ex- 
tract all the venom you can find in th« 
morning papers for your evening paper^ 
and then come here with the excuse 
that it was done in baste. If you make 
your paper upr in haste, you mutt talte 
the consequences."' 

The defendant was remanded to th^ 
eustody of the marshal of tii^ King's 
Bench, and order* - * 

the last day of tern 

In the court of 
f6, Mr. John Gale 
ap to receive I he j I 
foraJibelon Lon 
Mr. Justice Grose, 
the prisoner, in hi 
enormity of his ol 
follows : — " Consif 
tendency bfthelibi 
lignant and alarmii 
cation ; that there 
vindication, nor ar 

tioo of your crime; — to correct you, and 
by your example to detet* others fr«m 
committing the same offence, this court 
<toth order and adjudge thatibr tiiis of* 
fence you beSmpn^oned in tlie house of 
correotion, situate in Cold Bath-Gelds, 
fpr' tmehe ett lender mmihi ; and the 
court doih further order and adjudge, 
that for this ofttoce, at.tlw expiraiion of 
that time, you d--) give security for your 
good beh'<i>riour, fur •three years, your- 
sekfin oOOl. with two suiiicie nt sureties 
in 1501. each, and that you be further 
ifiipribOD«<i untH those surlles be given. 

Al^ Trhirierty was expected to have 
been lm>dght u^ to receive the judgment 
of ibe court as the author of the libel for 
which Mr. Junes had just received sen- 
tence, but on Yin aAidavit of his physi- 
^an being read, stating that lie, Mr. F. 
««t confined to Ws bed with a fever, the 
Ouivt consented that the recognizance 
hit tfis appearance should be respited till 
th^ n^i term. 

V'The rioters at the Liverpool theatre 
were then brought up for judgment. The 
jMatence of the court was—" That Abra- 
ham Lenion nqd Charles liawlinson be 
Committed to the castle of {^ancaster for 
t^relve calendar months each ; Tltomas 
Turner «Dd John linbinson Molllneax, 
for three mouths •uch, and Martin Wll- 
•oh, and Mulhew Carter, for lw# months 
each. 

W. Ogilvie was brought up to receive 
■eateoce^ for living been convicted of 



stealing a quantity of candles from his 
Majesty 8 stores. The defendant was 
called on to say what he had to allege 
in extenuation of his offence. Having 
nothing however lo allege, he was then 
called on to- say what he had to allege, 
irhy judgment to die should not be 
passed mi him 'according to law ? The 
defendant was then desired hy the court 
to plead the benefit of his clergy, which 

when Mr. Justice 

prisoner (he having 
' montlis imprison- 
led foi six months 
End to ptfy a fine of 



\e physicians rc- 
Uy have afforded 
nation to the pub- 
I understood, that 
of his Majesty's 
The two last bul- 

winasiir L^astle, Nov, 35, 

8 o'clock, P. M, 
" His Majesty is not quite so \frell this 
'* ereuing, as he was in the morning. 
Nov. 26. A. M, 
" His Majesty has had* very little 
^ sleep in the night, but is. not worse 
*< this morning.'' 

The Countess De Lisle, styled m 
the fashionable chclcs, her most 
christian Majesti/, died at ?Iart\velI, 
last week, of a dropsy, after having 
lingered several years in a very bad 
state of health. She di^playcxl firm" 
ness and resignation in her last nio« 
mcnti*. Her Majesty's death bed 
was attended by the Count dc Lisle, 
and all the princess and princesses 
of the royal blood, of whom she 
took the most aftectionnl^ leave. — 
She was buried in Wciiminhtcr Abbey 
on Monday the 26lh. 

A morning paper, after animad- 
verting on the disregard shewn to 
the pretcction of our merchantmen 
in the Channel, which are conti* 
tiually swept away by the French 
privateers, very satirically observes, 
that " if the Chunitel could be clear- 
ed of strangers as easily as the gal^ 
leries^ then any landsman mii^hi be 
xh^Jirst lord of the admiralty** 
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Judge Jfffriei. — The workmen 
employed to repair the church of St. 
Mary, Alderman bury » discovered a 
few days sijice ihfc remains of the 
infamous Chancellor JeiTries, so uni* 
versally detested for his cruelty and 
injustice. It appears, on inquiry, 
that the body remained a consider- 
able time in the Tower before it wa^ 
interred in this church. After thei 
trajjjic^ business, at Taunton, which 
Jeffries managed with so much ad- 
dress, he returned to London, and 
to avoid the popular fury excited by 
his infamous conduct, disguised him* 
self in the habit of a foreign saifor, 
with intent to escape to IlambutgH, 
but-b«*ing discovered as he was look- 
ing out of a window in a house at 
Wapping, where he had concealed 
himself, he was seized t»y the mob, 
and almost killed. He was finally 
lodged in the Tower by the populace, 
in order that he might be brought to 
justice, but he died soon after in 
consequence of the blows and bruises 
he had received. He had previously 
resided in Aldermanbury, and his 
body Witt privately interred by his 
family. After public curiosity had 
been gratified, the coffin was re- 
placed in the vault, and the stone 
is now fastened over it. 

Slave Trade. — As attempts aro 
making by some mercenary wretches 
clandestinely to carry on the slave 
trade, it may be necessary to inform 
naval officers and others, the fol- 
lowing account of the rewards granted 
by the legislature, for the capture of 
vessels employed in this most infa- 
mous traffic. 

A bounty of 40/. sterling for every 
negro man taken, 30/. for every wo- 
man, and lO/.foreverychild. — Upon 
conviction of persons engaged in the 
trade a penally of 100/. for every 
slave is imposed upon them, half of 
which belongs to the person, at 
whose instance they arc sued. 

The periodical publication, from 
which we extract this short sum- 
mary, gives the following melan- 
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choly proof, tba< there are stiff In* 
dividuals 1^ this country criminal 
enough to ptirsue the traffic. 

*' A large vessel (the Commercio de 
" RioJ was suspected to be fitting 
*^ out for the slave trade ; and, strict 
" inquiries being instituted, those 
^ suspicions were amply confirmed. 
" The car^o, both that part ^hich 
•* was easily found, and I'.Ht, which 
" was studiously .•ndingenioubly con- 
'i cealed, afforded evidence, uhicLth# 
" papers on board apJ a variety of 
'^* collateral circumstances conirin- 
^ ed ; and the pirties conf'ernen did 
" not venture to defend tin m?' Ivcj, 
" when the vessel and cargo were 
** proceeded against in ihe court of 
H exchequer, but suffered judgment 
*' to goby default, lat)t hilary lema. 
** The h?eoid of condemnation, which 
" was lately printed by order of the 
** house of Commons, exhibits a me- 
^' lancholy picture of depravity. The 
" vessel appears to have been 'fitted 
** out with all the infernal apparatus 
^' of ghains, padlocks, roanaclnty 
" foot-irons, bad provisions, and mi- 
^ serablc accommodations fof about 
<* eight hundred Africans!^ 

It may be useful to repeat, that 
by a late decision of the privy coun^ 
cil, vessels under the American flag 
may be lawfully letiscd, when em 
gaged in this most criminal traflic : 
and, that even if such vessels m^ro 
to be released, yet the reward of 461. 
per head for every slave set at liberty 
would be paid to the captors.— *Fo or 
American vessels engaged in thisbvp- 
rid traffic, have lately been brou^t 
into British ports, and condemned. 

Peice ofr Stocks, Nov, 26. 
Bank Stock, 245 f 
8 per Cent Red. 66^ 

3 per Cent Cons. 6J 

4 per Cent 82} 

5 per Cent Navy, lOOf * 
Long Ann. 17—13-16 
India Stock, 182 
India Bonds 26s. p. 
Excheq. Bills 12s. p. 
Omnium 4}di8. 

Lottery Tickets 21/. OOglc 
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THE king's illness. 



Olt these two months past, the exercise of the legal executive 
authority of this kingdom, has been suspended b? the unfortunate 
malady which has a fourth time seized his Majesty. The two 
bouses of parliament, after three adjournments, during which the 
most confident expectatioils appear to have l)een entertained by mi- 
nisters of his Majesty's recovery, have at length deemed it prudent 
no longer to delay the consideration of the im|>ortant subject of a 
Aegeucy. The first step taken has been an examination of his 
Majesty's physicians on oath by select committees, the members of 
\lrhich were nominated with tolerable fairness. The particulars of 
those examinations are now before the public. 

Amon£*st the various reflections naturally excited, by a perusal of 
these particulars, those are not the least serious or important which 
arise from a review of his Majesty's situation at various periods of 
bis life. It appears there have been relapses from a state of mental 
sanity of which the public have, till now, been entirely ignorant ; 
feind that the " hurries, the vestiges of the disorder," as they arc 
termed by the physicians, to which his Majesty has been not un* 
frequently subject, have not been considered by ministers as of con- 
sequence sufficient to interrupt the usual course of business, or to 
Occasion a pause respecting their measures,* The perusal of these 
statements may suggest soniething^by w<iy of apology for various 
measures which may have ap)>cared at the time to be utterly ir- 
reconcileable with the principles of reason or common sense. 
Whether his Majesty's ministers have not been subject to similar 
** hurries,'' indicating " vestiges," at least, of mental disorder, let 
the people of this kingdom, who are now feelings and who will most 
assuredly still more severely feel, the effects of their general system* 
- — let the people judge. The apology we have suggested is indeed 
the most charitable that can possibly be urged for the general mea- 
sures of ministers during the present reign ; for their unjust, unne* 
cessar}, and unsuccessful wars ; their wild, extravagant, and blasted 

• It appears that one of these " lapses" continued nearly ahree months, 
during wbich period was signed the appointmept of Mr. Addington to tht 
•£ce of prime minister ! 

M VOL* VIII. 
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Ixxxii The King's Illness. 

continental coalitions, their domestic ^veroment of cormptioo, 
seat-selling, and borough- jobbing ; their « management of the hous^ 
of commons/' as statesmen technically term it ; that fruitful source 
of practices, at which, although openly Tindicated by ministen and 
opposition, " our ancestors," to use the language of the Speaker of 
the honourable house of Conynons, " would have startled !'* 

One of his Majesty's physicians. Sir H. Halford, speaking of that 
habitual disposition to the " hurries*' alluded to on the part of his 
Majesty, expresses himself as follows : — «* I conceive the king is more 
" capable of being excited by external causes from not having beea 
*• in the habit of being contradicted or opposed through his life.- 
If this remark be correct, what must have been his Majesty's situa- 
tion t A despotic monarch, who governs his slaves by his nod, will 
not brook, and, of course, will not be troubled with any opposi- 
tion to his will and pleasure. Sic volo sic jubeo must, therefore, be 
the standing reason be assigns for his conduct ; and those, more 
particularly, who surround him, and who are dependent on his 
favour, must take due care never to " contradict or oppose him."* 
But that the ministers, counsellors, and parliaments of Britain, 
should have thus treated the sovereign of a free people, argues a 
most lamentable state of degeneracy. Of what use are the different 
** checks," as they are^ termed, in our constitution, if they are not 
at proper seasons to be brought into action. If ever the unhappy 
period should arrive, that the will o'f the sovereign is to be para- 
mount to that of not only his counsellors, but the legislative bodies, 
our ruin as a free people is inevitable. Should our parliaments 
prove honest, uncorrupt, and faithful, all will be safe; but if the 
will of the sovereign is to be the law, and the guide of parliament, 
the awful intimation of that great statesman, Lord Burleigh, and of 
that able and upright judge, Sur Matthew Hale ; and the prediction 

• Our great poet, and accurate observer of human nature, has put the 
fulloi^-ing speech in the iDOuth of one of our sovereigns. 

" It is the curse of kings to be attended 

" By slaves, that take their humours for a warrant 

<< To break within the bloody bouse of life; 

'* And o)i the winking of authority 

** To understand a law ; to know the meaning 

" Of dangerous majesty; when perchance it frowns 

" More upon humour than advised respect." 

Shuka^peat's King John, Act W. Scene 2. 
AlthoQgh Shakespear has represented this language as that of an English 
king, it must be recollected, he was one of the most detestable tyrants 
ever permitted to sway tbt English, or indeed any other sceptre. Were 
we to suppose the sentiment to apply to kings indiscriminately, it would 
naturally tend to excite speculations, in which the friend of even limited 
monardiy would by iio means wish to mdulge. 
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ef that excellent writer, Montesquieu, will not long remain unac- 
complished. — ** England can never be ruined but by a |MH-liament.'' 
— ** This being tlie highest and greatest court in the kingdom, if 
** by any means a misgoverntnent should arise, the subjects of this 
** kingdom are left without a remedy/'* — " As Rome, Sparta, and 
** Carthage, have lost their liberty and perished, so the constitutioil 
** of England will in tiQie lose its liberty ; will perif b. it wiil 
** perish whenever the legislative petver shall became mare earrvpt 
•' than the execntive/'-f 

His Majesty '* has never b^en in the habit of being contradicted 
^ or opposed through his life," by those around him, or by either 
bouse of the legislature. It is true that one of those houses haa 
publicly resolved, ** ^hat the influence of the crown has increased, 
*' IS increasing, and ought to be diminished ;" at I he same time, in* 
stead of foUowmg up its resolution by suitable remedies for the 
grievance complained of, it quietly witnessed the vast increase of that 
influence, thereby proclaiming to the world, an utter unwillingness 
to ^ contradict or oppose" any power or influence appertaining to 
the crown : — but notwithstanding this universal acquiescence in the 
royal will at home, his Msyesty must uudonbtedly have suflTered 
much ** opposition," and experienced many severe " contradictions," 
in consequence of the general ill success attending the measures of 
bis ministers. At the close of the American war, during the admi- 
nistration of the late Marquis of Landsdown, hb Majesty, in one 
of the best speeches delivered from the throne to the two houses 
dttring.his reign, frankly acknowledged, that in consenting to the in- 
dependence of America, he had made the greatest sacrifices, and given 
up his own opinions on the subject. Report con6den|ly aflirms that 
during his unhappy malady in 17SS, he was perpetually adverting to 
the disastrous events and sad termination of that war: the return of 
his malady a few years since is ascribed by his physicians to some^ 
particular canse, altho' to what cause we are not informed. Alflic^ 
tive dispensations from the immediate hand of Providence, visit the 
palace as well as the cottage, and the lingering illness, and appre- 
hended dissolution of an amiable princess are ascribed as one cause 
of the melancholy return of his disorder. J Bnt if " contradiction 
" and opposition," and we may add, total disappointment, as they 
relate to the measures of administration; if perpetual disaster and 
defeat, without gaining a single object of long protracted, expen- 
sive ^nd bloody wars ; if the fate of the powers and sovereigns on 

• Sir M. Hale on Parliaments, p 49. 
. f Montesquieu's Spirit of Laws. Book XT. 
J Mr. Cobbett, arguing from the dates ai which one of the physicians dis- 
covered symptoms of Lis Majesty's disorder, affirms that what lie always 
suspected turns out to be the case: — " That the whole of the story about 
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tbe continent, together with the augmenting distresMt at home^ th^ 
result of a fatal war and paper system ; if, so far from there being 
a rational prospect of a diminution of these evils by a terminatioo 
of the war, there is no appearance of a disposition in any of the 
hostile parties to negociate, and consequently that the gloom in our 
political hemisphere is thickening and blacic^ning — In such drcmi* 
stances should his Majesty happily be restored to bis usual state of 
sanity, yet, contemplating the awful state of our national aAurs, the lit- 
tle hope of amendment, and the constant ^* contradiction^ oppositton," 
and ill success attending the measures of his ministers, b there noi 
abundant reason to fear the return of those ** hurries," those ** ves^ 
^* tiges of his disorder,'' and would it not be wise in parliament to 
adopt means for preventing such another interregnum as that we are 
now witnessing. Such a measure indeed, would not only prove of 
great national advantage, but would manifest a due regard to the 
aflfectmg situation of his Mi^sty, by relieving him from cares which 
must naturally in his state of advanced years and total bUndness, 
accotnpanied by " vestiges of mental disorder," press him sorely, 
and, preventing that tranquiltity so much to be coveted towards the 
close of life, endanger the briugipg down hU ^rey Aftrs rilA $or^ 
row to the grave^ 

The hopes of his Majesty's speedy recovery so confidently enter* 
tertained at the commencement of his illness, are unhappily, by hia 
frequent relapses, entirely dis.<iipated. Tlie physicians are now *< lesa 
aanguine in their expectations of his recovery," and not one of them 
^* can form any conjecture as to the probable duration of his Qlneia." 
Thus circumstanced, bis Majesty's ministers no longer deemed it 
prudent to propose a farther adjournment, but are |>ursuing aoch 
measures as they deem most expedient for supplyuig the defect in 
the executive part of the constitution, occasioned by tbe continued 
indisposition of his Majesty, and his total incapacity la resume tb^ 
usual reg^l fuuctions. 



DEBATES ON THE REGENCY. 

Were a stranger to the practical administration of the affairs of 
this kingdom for this half century past, only to attend to the 
speeches of the leaders of administration and opposition ou tlie pre- 
sent important occasion, he would be apt to exclaim — Happy na- 
tion, where tbe statesiDcn who have the guidance of our national a^ 

" the ring and posy, was a fcbricaiion of tlie minigterial prints for the pmy 
'* pose of persuading the public tiiat the malndy being caused by so parriqiH 
" lar ajid nfftcting an incident, was of a temporary nature.** For tbe sake 
of truth, and for the prevention of imposition on the public, wc wish that 
fome members ot the co^miuee bad ai'ked a <}urktu>u or twu uu the sMbjecl. 
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ttin, and thoM who are so carefully watcbiog their conduct, are 
equally inspired with the love of their country. Both parties appear 
fearftiUy jealous of overstepping the boundaries of the constitution, 
•nd Iheir grand aim seems to be who can suggest the best means of 
presenriog^ them. Ministers cannot agree to invest ihe heir appa* 
yeot to the crown with the exercise of the executive authority during 
the incapacity of his royal father, without solemnly recognizing the 
right of the people to confer that authority, nor can they trust even 
bis A>yal highness, who has a greater mterest than it b possible for 
any other man to have in (preserving all the prerogatives of royalty 
entire, %vithout certain limitations and restrictions which tlicy, uoU 
withstanding the remonftraJice of all the'princes of the royal family, 
deem absolutely requisite, in order that these prerogatives may uot 
be misused, and that his Majesty, should Providence graciously re* 
•tore him, may again be in the complete possession of every part of 
his wonted authority. 

The man, however, who has paid much attention to the conduct 
of tha two parties, for these few years past, will find himself on 
this occasion compelled to hesitate before be can give either much 
credit for patriotism or regard to the constitution. If we turn to 
the leader of eac^ of the parties, Mr. Percktal, the manager o( 
the house of commons, and Mr, Poksonby, who is eager to be 
isanager in his room, \i is impossible not to recollect their conduct 
in the house respecting points of much greater importance than that 
on which they now so widely differ; — points which aflect the sub- 
stance, yea, the very essence of ihe constitution; for jf the present 
pornipt state of the representation should continue a few years 
longer; shonid its abpses, instead of being thoroughly reformed, 
continue to multiply, there is abundant reason to apprehend that 
llie awful prediction of the great Lord Chatham will be verified-^ 
** That the people out of doors will reform the house with a venm 
*^ geanttT The questions which now so warmly agitate the mind^ 
of our statesmen, will, at such a period, be deemed comparatively 
insignificant, if not entirely useless. 

Dismissing, therefore, parties and party men on this great ques« 
tion, let us attend to the state of the government, deprived of its 
head on account of natural incapacity, and briefly inquire who have 
the right to supply the vacancy. It ought in the outset to be care- 
fully noted, that the pre:^nt is an extreme case for which the con« 
stitotiop has not provided ; that the vacancy to be supplied is only 
pro tempatx: and that the moment his Majesly shall be declared 
by hb physicians,v after an examination on oath, to be in complete 
possession of his reason, he will have the rigiit to resume all his 
ivooted regal powers. 
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On such a question, men of equal talents and integrity maj differ, 
and all harsh censures on those who may hold different opinions re- 
ipecting it ought to be avoided ; at the same time we may take it 
all along for granted, that the professions of extreme eare, lest my 
of the out-works of the constitution should be o?ertlirown» are not 
to be^ regarded, coming from men who by the vforst arts support the 
grand borough monger system of unequal representation, septennial 
parliaments, and seat-selling and jobbrog in all its various forms. 
Such men, let them pretend what they will, are the very worst ene* 
mies of the constitution: that constitution and thek^ system cannot 
long subsist together, for the one must in tlie end prevyO and tri- 
umph over the destruction of the other* 

The plan adopted by Mr. Perceval is precisely similar to that of 
Mr. Pitt, brought forward in the year 17B8, when bis Maje^y was 
$rst troubled with the affecting malady to which he has since been 
so frequently subject. The first question respected right and 
OUTT : the following is the resolution adopted in both instances. 

** That it is the opinion of this house, that it is the right and 
^ DUTY of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons of the 
^ nnhed kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, now assembled, and 
•* lav^fidly, fully, and freely representing all the estates of the peo- 
^ pie of this realm, to provide the means of supplying the defect of 
^ the' personal exercbe of the royal authority, arising from bis Ma* 

* jesty^s said indisposition* in such manner as the exigency of the 
•• case may rf quire.** 

* This resolution was obstinately contested by the opposition io 
Mr. Pitt's day, who disputed both these positions, and, who affirmed 
that the heir apptlrent possessed the right, as soon as the King's 
incapacity was declared, to take upon himself simply, and without 
restricfion, the executive authority ; that all the right of the two 
honses consisted in addressing his royal highness to take upon him- 
self the important office, and that it was their bounden duty, with- 
out loss of time so to do. The debate in the Commons on this re- 
ibhition was conducted with great animation; the leaders of both 
parties exerted themselves, and exhausted alt their arguments and 
eloquence; every nerve was strained to obtain the victory : after 
a debate which^lasted till seven m the morning the house divided 
— for the resolution 272 — against it 204. The members on both 
sides were on that occasion somewhat nior^ attentive to their duty 
than of late. On the division m the house of Commons last Friday, 
there were not so many members present by fifty, although the house 
in consequence of the union, consists of one hundred more. 

What may bcTthe reasons for the different course pursued by the 
opposition of the present day to that of their predecessors: — whe- 
tlier they are convinced that the minister has in this resolution adop^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Hthatts #]» the Regency. ixxrvif 

ted a constitutioDat course, or whether they have any fears that by 
obstinately disputing the ground, as formerly, inch by inch, much 
time may be lost, and their opponents may keep them the longer out 
of place, we have no means of discovering. The resolution, however, 
whidh before e)Lcited such strenuous opposition passed without de-% 
bate or dissent except from Sir Francis Burdett, who went on 
different grounds from both parties. This being the case ther^ is' 
the less occasion to detain our readers on this part of the subject. 
It being, however, of importance in a constitutional point of vieW, 
#e beg leave to remark generally, that great as is our veneration for 
the memory of Mr. Fox, and nmch a« we execrate that of Mr. PitT, 
we thought at the time, and we have ever since continued of the same 
opinion, that the latter, in this resolution, went on the firmest consti- 
tutional gronnds. On this subject we caimot but think, as in the 
case of PRIVILEGE, that where the law and the constirntioU hav^ 
KoT pointed out the path to be pursued, the house of Commons, 
and, in the present case, the two houses, are the grand constitutiouar 
bodies on whom devolve the nght and the duty to »inark out that^ 
path. The language of the resolution is dignified, and l>ecoming tlie^ 
representative bodies of a great and free people, solemnly proclaim- 
ing themselves "assembled, and lawfully, fully, and freely re |1re* 
** senting all the estates of the people of this realm.*'* The rights 
and privileges of the representative bodies, are those of the people 
represented, and which, compared with royal prerogatives, and aJf 
questions respecting the temporary suspension of those prorogativrs, 
arising from the disordered state of an individual, however exalted, 
sink into comparative insignificance. We always admired this reso** 
lution, because, the sovereignty and the majesty of the people 
are thereby solemnly asserted and recognized as paramount td that o/ 
all other sovereignty and majesty. It therefore necessarily fol- 
lows, that no one in case of any vacaacy in the throne, or of sus|)en- 
sion of the royal powers to that degree, as that the wheels of goveni- 
meot must necessarily l>e stopped, can of himself assume the right to 

• In the report of the Morning Chronicle of Lord Grenville*s speech, 
Dec. 19, we find the following ftingular opinion. — " He begged leave to cor- 
" rect an error into which his noble friend (Earl Spencer) he was sure innd- 
" vertenlly had fallen, in callinj^ the sovereign power of this country the 
'' tliird estate of the realm. He had heard this expression with the more 
'* concern, for it was an error too prevalent, and which, in his opinion, bad > 
** a tendency to misrepresent and degrade the monarchy. The nobility^ 
** ike Clergy f and the Commons, represented in parliament, were the three 
** estates of the realm, and the subjects of the sovereign head, the King.** — 
We c^innot now Stay to examine whether the opinion expressed hy Earl 
Spencer was " an error" or not, hut, unless we are much mistaken k wai 
no other *' error*' than what has been adopted by our best lawyers, and wri- 
ters on the British constitution. But where, in the name of common senie, 
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exercise those powers until that right is vested in him bj the * rt* 
« presenlative bodies assembled, and lawfully, fully, and freely 
•• representing all the estates of the people of the realm/' 

Some of the opposition members' affect on this occasion to be 
fearful of republican ideas gaininjv ground, and they char^ minis- 
ters with argiiinj^' more consistently as members of a republic than 
of a limited monardiy. Tins charge was indij^nantly brought for- 
ward in the debates in 1788 ; and we well remember that upright 
and constitutional judge, Ihe venerable Earl Camdbn, to have 
been severely reprehended by that borough-mongering ^Vhig, Lord 
FlTZWlLLlAM, who remarked, " that he should have judged by 
" his lordship's language, that he was a memtier of a republic !** 
— We confess on the other hand, our fears, lest republican ideas 
should not be deemed of sufficient importance by the generality of 
of our statesmen, and of our countrymen. The basis of all good 
government is republicanism, and to secure and maintain tlie rights 
of the people is the grand design in choosing monarchy for the exe- 
cutive part of tljeir government. Kings so far from being of use. 
are a public detriment, yea a nuisance, when tfiey are otherwise 
employed than in securing the rights, and promoting the welfiire of 
their people. What melancholy scenes have the people of the pre- 
sent eventful period witnessed, in which kings have been by their 
enemies rapidly swept off the st a i^c, without any resistance from 
their subjects who have considered them as tyrants and oppressors, 
instead of friends, and fathers. 

It is indeed scarcely pos.^^ible that republican opinions, should not 
prevail in the mind of every friend to Mr. Perceval's resolution. 
The representatives of the people are called to exercise a great and 
important trust. They have to suggest a remedy for supplying the 
defects of monarchy, at a period when the monarch in his palace, 
is reduced to that most affecting situation, as may well make the 
. day labourer feel comparatively happy in his thatched cot. The 
business of the senate on such an occasion is purely republican, 

did Lord Grenville pick up the carious notion that the clergy constituted 

** one of the three estates of ihe realm Y" We suspect it was furnished by 
some of his new friends, the clerical, torl&ed Oxonians. The clerj^y, truly, 
" one of the estates of the realm/' ei^ually so with thf Lords and Commons ! 
A late accomplished statesman^ Lord Chesterfield, would have afforded 
Lord Grenville some useful instruction on this subject. His lordship, in 
his letters to his son, remarks as follows : — *• The clergy in every country 
** are like all other subjects, dependant on the supreme legislative power ; 
** and are appointed by that power, under whatever reztrktions and limits 
" tions it pleases, to keep up decency and decorum in the church, just at cew- 
" stables arc to keep peace in the parish." By this it appears that the fraief- 
nity of parish constables have an equal right to be denommated " o»e of tkt 
" estates of the realm," as the frultinity of Reverends / 
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Cboosbg a ttgent to supply the defecU of the momrchica) part of 
tbe consttttitioo. 

The outcry which has therefore beeu raised more particularly ou 
the former debates, on the subject of the s lOUT of the two bouses, has 
we conceive, no just foundation ; and it comes with rather an ill 
grace from a quarter from which • have resounded such long and 
loud complaints respecting the increased influence of tbe crown. 
As, notwithstanding the ever-memorabie vote of the house of Com* 
motts on the subject, that influence has been since very much '* in* 
creased," instead of being aa the house declared it ought to be-^ 
'* diminished," every friend of the genuine Britbh constitution, must 
wish for the spread and prevalence of republican opinions, and must 
be convinced on a review of the events of tbe past half ceulnry, of 
the important truth — That the influence of tbe republican part of 
the constitution has dimnished^ u diminhhing, and aught be in* 
creased f 

But we are somewhat apprehensive that our readers have antt* 
cipated some melancholy objections which may be raised against 
the resolution which we profess to admire ; and more especially if 
they have attended to tbe speech of Sir F. Burdbtt, who it must 
be acknowledged, has advanced those objections with his usual 
ability. Previous to our noticing those more particularly alluded 
to, we cannot help expressing our surprise, that a person possessing 
th^ taleals and good sense of the hon. baronet, should so broadly 
deny the right of the house of Commons to interfere in this impor* 
tant business. In the report of his speech in the Morning Chra* 
nicle of the 22d. he is represented as demanding — ^* If there couM 
*' be right only where there was law, by what right could that 
** btmse assume to itself the power of providing the means of sup* 
" plying the defect in tbe executive* government T Npw, as we 
liave already stated to our readers, there is no law on the subject^ 
sumI therefore tbe right of providing in the case before us, de* 
yolves on the highest authorities iu tbe kmgdom, the represent 
tative bodies. Altliough Sir Francis does not absolutely assert tha 
right of the Prince of Wales to take upon him the office of regent^ 
lie asserts something very much like it. ** The heir ap|Hirent/' ha 
adds, " ought to succeed to the sovereign power in every case of 
<* the demise of the crown :— that the present case was a demise of 
«* the crown/' If these assertions l>e correct ; if the present case is 
that of " a demise,'' aiid if in *' every case pf demise," the prince 
ought to succeed to the crown, we l>eg l€ave to ask why does ha 
not at once enter on the possession of his regal rights 1 Wheo a 
demise really takes place^ the heir does not wait for any act or 
address, of either bouif to anabia him to w^r the crown : he is 

N . YOj;. VIII. 
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.hmiKdiiitely prochioMd idD9>; but however .pvtifi Mny dMfer 'ii 
^ their proposed measures on the present occasion, M agrae tbM 
seme act of the two houses is necessary to auEtborise the heir appa- 
rent to take upon him the executive authority : and vtho inve 4ha 
right, ivhilst the constttution exists, eten lo address the prince «■ 
!»uch an occasion, except the two houses? Sir Francis intiaMlcf 
that the corporation of the city of London^ and t^'3 people in the 
different counties ought to be consulted, and.he .protest agahnt 
the interference of the two houses* because there is no law no 
which to gronnd such a proceeding : but is there any hm to sbk- 
lioD the proceedings he recommends} Who ase to oonveae tiKse 
conventional assemblies together, to point to .them the course ef 
, their proceedtnu^s, and the period of their xtelibemtsons ? The two 
bouses of parliament are the only bodies who have the right ^evtn 
^o addiett the Prince of Wales on ^uch a jubjeet* 

It would afford us great pleasure could we as sAtisfiictartfy «k 
«wer the objections of the hon. baronet to the Hrms at the seeohi- 
tion, descnbiiig the house of commons, as at piesenl comi slntcd ^ 
Sir Francis, in liis speech on the SOth. eiqpiKased " his strong dissMt 
*' to the second resduiion, which, speaking of the present 
*' roent, terms il ' the Lords spiritual and teaB|Wiral, and 
"^ * of the united kingdom of Great Britain and ireland, lawfiiUy^ 
«< * fully, and freely repiesenting aU 4be estates of the p^nfik of tkm 
f « ' f eidm.' He denied, and was always resKly to appeal to fiMts in 
** sopport, and in proof of iax denial of such aa cusuniplioQ. it 
^ was not the principles contained in the second resolution thai 
*' he would condemn ; but lie would streimously deny that it stated 
<* a fact, when it asserted that house to be a body of leprtseutatives. 
'* 'legally, fuUy, and freely, &«/ This he would deny, and parti* 
^ cular^y to parliaments of later date, and to 4lib parUaaent eape- 
f cially," whose conduct bad put parliament itself in this pfediea-^ 
** meat, that it had lost its. credit with the naiiou — this paHianMSt 
^ which b;id done so many acts which had brought ft into disrepule^ 
«* that he eould never consent that it should pass a reaolotion con«> 
^ tainrng what was eo contradictory 'to truth ; to th n^wiamfHi^ 
^ thai had been iffitrei at the bar of ike nutnner in wkiek maia 
^ were obtained in that house, of the corruption that freniSed, ff 
* 160 peers returning' membere to thai houiH, 4*^."— These wie •ac- 
knowledge are most mekiicholy truths, and if the framers of, Ibe 
f^okaion, and the supporters of It were not blinded by pivjudiee 
mid Inerest, it wouM be impoasible for them not to perceive the 
absolute and glaring coatradictloa of their conduct and their pn^ftsN 
sions. They have on tbf one hand admitfeWy described a eoDsHtii- 
tional house of commons; whilst xm the other their general systena 
of electing and managing tb^ house, hj^ \t9J^ioxm^ its origmal 
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#MtHlMti«B and «baFBoter iolo^iiietlni^ totally oppoeite, 'Notiring 
mtk more setevely condemn the preeiiQe of mkiiiitert than llidr 
theory. The teeoAutioo b to be considerod as a frank ooofeesion <tf 
4riiat a Britlih house of Commons ought to be. ;No conttitotiootfl 
foroffmer cooW wish for a representative body of any other de9cri|K 



Bat BOlwitstandiag all Ihe ctMrraplions of the pepreeentative *body, 
jt mUUl the rtpreaentalive body. ** The fiibric still remains; H 
" may -be defiled, 'but il is not destroyed : had it •never been, il 
** could never have •been fM>llatfd^ and 'to know Ihal it is poHuted, 
^MnemiBt luKi|Wivhal']t oa^Alto be, and wlwt h is our duty 'to do 
*' m order to cleanse it/' The* resolution proposed first -by Mr. 
dPitt, and recently by Mr. Perceval, and adopted by 4he house, 
4Mnis a standing veo6rd of what that house awgki to ie, and which 
She people ou||;ht to insbt on it9 Seing. " We are told that the tem* 
" pie of Jemsaiem became a den of tkieve$ / slili it was lihe temple 
^'of Jesusalem, and so our Saviour Considered itwrhen he drov^ 
^ not of it the money changers, and sellers of doves."^ Aitiiongh; 
sihen eontemplaling the defiled state of the chapel of St. ^epken^ 
m despafa* of its being properly cleansed without an mterposition.aU 
most as extraordinary as that disf^yed at ^usalem, yet as long as 
the penons thereiu assembled are considered by the people of M* 
^un as their representatives and lawgivers, we must maintain that 
no other assembly on earth, have a right to provide for any defects 
hi the eaeontive part of the government, or indeed to settle -any 
ooostitiilional ^luestion on which the law affords no information of 
diradioo. 

The grand question of ri&ht and of duty being thus settled, 
the means proposed ** for supplying Ihe defied of the personal exer- 
'**cise of the royal aulhorily,'^ are next to be considered. This 
partof the suhjfect, being -comparatively of trifiing importance, we 
hanre little to say on the -subject. It is indeed ^rgned ^ forcibly, 
akhongh concisely, in the speech of Lord Holi«aki>, m tlie debate 
on the 27th. which has this mon^eut reached us, as to render ouf 
remarks soperfiuons. On the rounda(>Mit aad annecessary roeasurQ 
of the minister to authorise the great seal to be afiiifed to a resoln- 
tiion, or an act of the two bouses to give it the force of law, bill 
lordship remarked as follows : — ^* Your lordshipB having by yoor 
^ agi^ment with the second rcsohition sanctioned the right of ^rtia 
^ estates of the realm, to supply the defect of tlie personal eaevcise 
^ of the royiil authority, yon are now proceeding to that Object. 
^ in^il coinaw>n sense, and from interpretation of language, that 
^ resolntioa declants the poirer of the two houses to do it : yet thai 

♦ Jitter of Timothy Trucman, Pol. Rev. Vol. VJ. p. 437. 

/ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Xeii DeMes on the RegenMf. 

•• tery thing #hich you positively declare yonr competency of youf- 
^ seiv^ to do, by another resolution the noble lord (Liverpool) calb 
'* u|H>n you also to declare it cannot be done without the assistance 
'' of J something extrinsic to yourselves. Agree my lords to this 
*' third resolution, which asserts the necessity of determining on the 
' ^* means how the royal assent shdil be given to the proposed bni, 
'' and your decision roust be involved m the most contradictory ab> 

^ surdity What is it but saying, we possess of ourselves A 

^' right to do a thing ; that right we must now exercise ; but in the 
*' exercise^ it is necessary, to resort to somethii^ out of ourselves : 
*' or to illustrate more fully — ^We are able to walk upon two legs: 
•• we now proceed to walk upon two legs, therefore, it is necessary 
^ that we use a crutch I • . You are asked to agree to a bill, which 
** should empower certain persons to put the great seal to a comm»- 
" sion in order to enable certain persons to give the royal assent to 
(« such bill as may be hereafter passed to supply the defect in the ex- 
** ercise of the royal authority. The power that you are about to 
" confer does not extend to the withholding of any assent. There ia 
*' DO election given to the commissioners: the assent and that alone 
'* is imperative upon them. In preference to that unconstitutional, 
*' incunvenient, and dilatory course, 1 beg leave to propose an ad« 
** dress to his royal highness, the Prince of Wales." — The purport of 
the address proposed by his lordship was, ** That his royal highness 
** be requested to take upon himself the exercise of the power, and 
** authorities of the crown, during his Majesty's indisposition, and 
^' no longer. . . . That it be at the same time commimicated to hk 
** royal highness that it is the farther opinion of this committee, that 
** it will be expedient to abstain from the exercise of all such powers 
** as the immediate exigencies of the state shali not call into actieo, 
** until parliament shall have passed a bill or bills for the care of 
** his Mt^sty's person, during his present indisposition, and the se* 
'' curing, whenever it shall please Divine Providence to restore his 
*' health, the resumption of his royal authority." The amendment 
was rejected, but by the small majority of 22. 

With respect to the restrictions to be imposed on the Prince Re« 
gent, as all such restrictions will merely serve to display the want of 
confidence in his royal highness ; as a protest against such a mea- 
sure has been signed by all the male branches of the royal £imi]y ; 
and as the ministerial majority is so reduced in the lords, it is con- 
jectured that Mr. Perceval may feel inclined to alter somewhat the 
course of his proceedings. We shall resume the subject in the lol- 
loping number — when we shall explicitly reply ta the various in- 
quiries of our readers resfiectuig the continuance of this work* 

Harl&w, Dee. 29* B. F. 
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STATE PAPERS. 



SPAIN. 



moCBEDINOS OP THE C011TE%. 

October 4. 

A plan from General Villaba was 
presented, (respecting tlie augmen- 
tation and other regulations of the 
cavalry), which was reserved to be 
iinaliy discu^sc^. 

Capmany observed, that the Spa- 
nish language beins; very copious, 
all foreign expressions ou^ht to be 
rejected, especially French expres- 
sions, with which the regulations 
were overloaded; he condemned, 
therefore, the words march^ motion^ 
assembly^ session^ mission^ retirej gua- 
rantee^ honourable^ and bar. He ob- 
jected to some on account of their 
real import, and to others on ac- 
count of the meaning which was at- 
tached to them. Gentlemen, he con- 
cluded, " We must both live and 
die Spaniards." 

October 5. 
*^. Mexia proposed certain regula- 
tions respecting the royal bank 
notes, in order to distinguish those 
circulated in the free provinces from 
the others, but they came to no re- 
solution. 

Capmany complained likewise of 
the Inaccuracy of the Conciso, and 
of its want of respect towards the 
national deputies* 

On this account, it was suggested 
by Perez de Castro^ the propriety of 
admitting a periodical publication, 
proposed by Oliveros, and edited by 
an officer of the military college, 
applying the products to the benefit 
•f this useful establishment, which 
judicious proposal was approved. 

TOL. VIII. 



Oliveros recommended the tratli^ 
lation of the Cortes to Cadiz, point- 
ing out the church of St. Phillip, at 
' a very eligible spot; but on this im- 
portant motion nothing was finally 
Settled. — The regulations were agait^ 
examined, on which they dc4)ate4 
lipwardbof two hours.-^The zealoui 
Oonzalis exclaimed, ** IjcX Us debate 
only on war and on justice !" At 
the concluMon it was settled, thai 
extraordinary sittings should be held 
from eight to ten at night, to be 
wholly occupied in the wished- for 
regulations. 

Oliveros mentioned his lieing in- 
formed from Cadiz, that the execu- 
tive government had issued orders 
prohibiting any discussions on th« 
Cortes nt any public meeting. 

The Cortes passed a resolution to 
make inquiries respecting the sub- 
ject of the n cency. 

October 6. 

A petition from the Cardinal (]t 
Bourbon to be allowed to take th« 
oath, and after some deliberations on 
account of the circumstances, it was 
accorded ; the form of the oath was 
as follows :-t-** Do you acknowledge 
the sovereignty of the nation repre- 
sented by the deputies of this gene- 
ral and extraordinary Cortes? Do 
you swear to obey their decrees, 
Jaws, and constitution, which they 
may happen to establish according 
to the sacred purposes for which 
they have been iLssembled, and to 
command and cause that the same 
should be observed and executed, to 
preserve the independence, freedom, 
and integrity of the nation ? — The 
Roman Catholic Apostolic Religion ; 
3 c 
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the monarchial government, of tbe 
kingdom) to re-establish on his 
throne our beloved Ferdinand VII. 
of Bourbon ; and to consider in every 
thing the good of the state: if you 
so act, may God help you, and, if 
not, you shall be responsible to the 
nation according to the laws." 

It was resolved to intimate to the 
rtgpncy the wishes of the Cortes, that 
their acts should be regularly pub- 
lished in a Gazette. 

October 7- 

Mfxia proposed some commercial 
< regulations to be submitted to the 
junta, in which two members from 
that of Cadiz and an equal number 
of Americans should be incorpora- 
ted; the congress granted a commis- 
sion to this effect ; comprising also 
agrrculture, arts and mines, but 
omitted the circumstances of the 
proposal. 

Herrera complained of the viola- 
tion of secrecy observed respecting 
the letters which were issued at the 
post'office. 

Huerta exclaimed against this 
proceeding,and maintained this to be 
the worst period to adopt such a mea- 
sure, when the provinces must neces- 
sarily communicate subjects of im- 
portance to their deputies, which it 
was highly proper should be kept 
from the exccntive power. The pub- 
lic retired at one, and the debates 
were privately continued till four 
o'clock. 

October 8. 

On this day several memorials 
were read respecting various branch- 
es of the revenue ; and a project pre- 
sented by ArguclU$y respecting tbe 
liberty of the press, being the fruit 
of the labours of the commission 
charged with the same. — Nothing 
was ultimately dccide'd, but the na- 
tion may flatter itself because the 
opinion of all illustrious men will 
be heard. It is indeed a reflection 
' en the human mind that there should 
IfQ any one daring enough to write 
against the liberty of the press ; to 



such an individual only it onght 
not ta be free. — The answer from 
the executive power to the question 
proposed by the Cortes, respecting 
the order mentioned by Oliveros, in 
the 5th day's sitting, was read. The 
regency has never forbidden any dis- 
cussion on the Cortes, and the only 
thins; it may charge its agents and 
ministers with is to watch over their 
calumniators. 

October 9. 

The Cardinal de Bourbon took the 
oath, after which the president ad- 
dressed him in the following terms : 
— " The blood which flows through 
*' your veins, as well as that purple, 
" recommends you to this assembly." 
— A secretary boarS, consisting of 
five members, was instituted, lor 
which employment officers of the 
army, who are unable to undergo 
the fatigues of a campaign, are to 
be preferred. Three deputies were 
also named to investigate and report 
the merits of the candidates. — ^Thc 
president mentioned his having re» 
ceived several anonymous commu- 
nications, complaining of the slow- 
ness in the operations of the Cortes. 
He ordered the public to withdraw 
at twelve o'clock, and tbe sittiag was 
continued until three. 
October 10. 

A deputy for La Mancha took* 
the oaths in the usual form. Peres 
de Castro made mention of a plan 
both defensive and offensive for this 
Isle, presented by General Galuzzu; 
and of another with Regard to the 
cavalry, by the Marquis del Palacio; 
both were sent to the commissioa of 
^'ar to be examined. There was 
also read a circular letter from Se- 
nor Llorente, Inspector General of 
the Public Health, with regard to 
its present state. It declared that 
the number of sick persons was very 
small; and in order to calm tint 
fears to which several unfounded 
reports had given rise, it added, the 
number of infectious disordei^waf 
unusually small. 
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October 13. 
OlioeroSf one of the most zcailous 
members of the august congress, and 
deputy for Estremadura, read a me- 
morial, in which he painted, in the 
roost lively colours, the disorders in 
which the French leave those dis- 
tricts which they abandon, the num- 
berless evils which their commissa- 
ries have caused by their rcquisi- 
tioiis of men and provisions, the 
waste of all resources, -and the mi- 
series, in particular, of the cultiva- 
tors of thft ground, by having to 
support the enemy's armies and their 
own; the decline of the manufac- 
tures of common cloths, in conse- 
quence of the manufactories being 
stripped of thei# without payment, 
in order to clothe the different 
armies: — the consequences of all 
which would be poverty, nakedness, 
and a general famine, if proper mear 
sures were not adopted. He then 
proposed such measures as appeared 
to him to be proper, for the purpose 
of being transmitted to the respec- 
tive commissioners of war, finance, 
&c.; concluding with proposing the 
appointment of a commission for re- 
gulating and organizing the provin- 
ces, which might guard against evils 
such as those which they had alrea- 
dy sufl^red, and repair them in the 
l»est possible manner. Considering 
these matters as urepnt, and calling 
for precedency before others — the 
Cortei passed a decree to^ this effect. 
October 14. 
In a former sitting, ArgucUcs had 

Produced the plan of a law on the 
berty of the press, which compris- 
ed, first, the limits of that liberty, 
and the penalties for trangrc^sors ; 
and secondly, the appointment of a 
junta of learned men, with the title 
of Suprtme Council Protector of the 
Liberty of the press, in order to pro- 
tect it from ministerial . despotism, 
and from tyranny. 

It was agreed that this plan should 
be printed, and copies distributed 
among all the deputies, in order 



that they might consider the su^cct 
maturely, and fee prepared to dis* 
cuss it. 

This day, the plan lK*ing again 
read, Tenrciro opposed it, alleging, 
that it was not right to discuss such 
an important topic without the con- 
currence of the deputies who were 
still wanting. — What ! (replied ano- 
ther member) without their presence 
the Cortes were installed ; without 
their presence, the Spanish people 
recovered their sovereignty, an event 
which will form an a:ia in our an- 
nals; and is it possible, that for an 
affair not of such importance, we 
are to wait for a few deputies ? — 
^' But the discussion of it was not 
fixed for to day.* — " It was," re- 
plied various individuals. This was 
confirmed by the president. " We 
do not come prepared," replied ano- 
ther; upon which Luxan ascended 
the tribune, and the plan was read. 

Tenreiro rose again ; he declaimed 
against the Hbertjf of the press, and 
represented it as the origin of' the 
ruin of empires,* Some disapproba- 
tion was expressed, but Tenreiro 
continued to go on, till at last the 
disapprobation became more marked* 

Arguelles then ascended the tri- 
bune. He shewed that the want of 
a free communication of ideas had 
given arms to the tyrant for our de- 
struction; that the English, aware 
of the cunning arts of those who 
meant to oppress them, gave free- 
dom to the pen and liberty to the 
press; they disentangled and esta- 
blished their principles; they un- 
veiled the plotsof their enemie:*, and 
refuted their sophisms ; their people 
were instructed, and not left expo- 
sed to illusion ; by such means they 
were all ynited, and rendered them- 
selves invincible. The reverse had 
been the fate of the Spaniards; de- 



• The Spanish Editor remarks, *< that 
** the Speaker would not permit him- 
« self to see that this liberty supDorto 
« the Bcilish empire." ^ ^^ 
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privet of iti free course^ knowledge 
becarte stagnant, the learned re* 
inained durab, the ignorant were 
imposed upon ; hence divisions, dis- 
union., the ruin of the nation, and 
the exaltation of the enemy. 

Mcxia succeeded, and with exqui- 
site erudition and animated elo- 
quence proved, the sacred writings^ 
our venerable religion^ history and 
reason, favoured the liberty of the 
press. 

It was resolved that the discussion 
should be continued on the follow- 
ing day. 

To-day, at ten in the morning, 
the troops took the oath to the Cor- 
tes in the field at Torrealto, in pre- 
sence of General Lapena. The con- 
course of people was innumerable, 
the spectacle very fine, and the en- 
thusiasm of all, both soldiers and 
peasants, was equal. 

October l6. 

There was read a decree of the 
Cortes passed yesterday, on the 
claims of the Americans; in uhich 
it was declared, that the Spanish 
dominions in both hemispheres form 
one sole monarchy, one sole nation, 
tone sole family ; and that the na- 
tive born subjects to the European 
and ultramarine dominions are equal 
in rights to those of this Peninsula ; 
leaving it as the province of the 
Cortes to discuss all measures rela- 
ting to the prosperity of those be- 
yond sea, as >vell as of the form of 
the national representation and num- 
ber of its members in both hemis- 
pheres; declaring also that, in all 
those transatlantic provinces where 
any commotions have taken place, 
there shall be a general act of ob- 
livion with regard to them, from the 
moment when the sovereign autho- 
rity which resides in the mother 
tfotratry is acknowledged. 
October 1«. 

A letter was read, in which the 
junta of Estramadura felicitated the 
Cortege Ac- 



Vanouf projects and memoriatt 
were traubraitted to the respective 
commissions. 

The discussion upon the liberty 
of the press followed. SenorGarcwi 
Herreros was for liberty of the press 
without any censorship, in imitation 
of the supn me tribunal, which never 
took upon itself to censure any book 
before it was printed. 

Senor Mexia read an article from 
the Gazette, which mentioned,** that 
•* Bonaparte had decreed, that there 
•* should be only one newspaper, of 
" which the Prefect was to be ceii- 
•* sor." He added, that the Cortcv 
ought not to wish to resemble Bo- 
naparte. ^ 

Senor Arguelles pronounced a« 
eulogium on the discourse of Munot 
Torrero in a former discussion on 
this subject, and refuted that o( 
Llaneras. He observed, that tie 
best mode of correcting man was the 
liberty of the press; and noticed, 
that during the ministry of Godoy, 
when there were censors, altars were 
raised to lasciviousness, &c. H^ 
defied any one to say that three agcw 
of disorder arising from the. liberty 
of the press could produce such great 
evils as those we have suffered froai 
the want of it. 

Llaneras spoke against it, observ- 
ing that it was not the only road bj 
which a nation reached distinction, 
nor the only means of knowing tht 
public opinion. 

Golfin was for the liberty of th« 
press, because he thought it just, 
useful, and necessary. He comba- 
ted the opinion of Llaneras, observ- 
ing, that since the art of printing 
more publicity had been given to oar 
religion. 

Another deputy also spoke in fa- 
vour of it, observing that all wert 
agreed in substance. 

Falcarcely who also supported this 
liberty, was for putting it to tb^ 
vote, ** whether the question ba4 
been spfficiently discussed l^ 
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The discussion, however, was con- 
tinued; and CretM read a plan, in 
which he proposed that the Cortes 
should permit political works to be 
printed without a censor; and at 
any rate, if there was a censor^ that 
submission to him should be volun- 
tary on the part of the- author. 

Tenreiro said, that it could not 
be doubted that this liberty produ- 
ced illumination ; but that also by 
mesns of it were introduced a thou- 
errors. He thought that tt would be 
proper to consult the universities, the 
InshopSt and the hoijf tribunal^ who 
so much abhorred the French. That 
in Gallicia and Catalonia this liber- 
ty would not be well received; that 
of the ten millions of inhabitants in 
Spain, not more than 100,000 were 
for it ; and that thus a bad opinion 
would be formed of the Cortes. He 
insisted that errors were introduced 
like poison, and that the philoso- 
phers had filled the world with dark- 
ness; that the truly wise were few 
in number, and had been suffocated 
by the former ; that Spain had arri- 
ved at the height of its glory without 
the liberty of the press ; and without 
it, also, had raised its voice against 
the opprtssor. He repeated what 
the clergy of France had told their 
King : that l\\\s fatal liberty had in- 
troduced into England an infinity 
of sects, which filled the island and 
the throne .with horrors, and which 
would one day destroy the constitu- 
tion of which it boasted, as that of 
Fiance was lost; that it was much 
better tp be rude and good, than 
knowing and bad, like the French ; 
that the executive power always had 
the greatest influence upoji the press, 
^en though it was free, so that the 
press and its liberty would be as the 
government. 

Munoz Torrero observed, that the 
English held it as a fundamental 
principle, and a declared right of 
^ nation, to watch over the agents 
whom it appointed ; that this right 
^%s ejitrciied through the press, in 



sdch a way,* that what is done in 
parliament .being published, the most 
obscure individual could speak what 
he thought, and enlighten at tho- 
same time the parliament and the 
nation* Would to God it had never 
been said from the pulpits, that tha 
Deity had inspired Charles IV. \m 
place power in the hands of Godoy, 
when he gave him the admiralty, 
and when the liberty of the press, 
existed only for such assertions.-^ 
He did not speak of learned men only^ 
but of the whole nation, who had a 
right to declare their opinions. This 
was nrtt a theory without practice, 
but was already established by the 
constitution in England. It was the 
grossest error, to say, that the whole 
nation /tad not a right to declare its 
opinions, and yet that its deputies pos^ 
sessed that right ; that when Ferdi- 
nand arrived, he would possess more 
force than the executive power; and 
then, if there was no public opinion, 
nor the means of establishing it, be 
might destroy, when he chose, the 
Cortes of the nation as Godoy had 
done, because there was no public, 
opinion, nor the means of freely cft- 
tablisbing it. He shewed, that the 
French bishops did not perform their 
duties ; and among other proofs he 
mentioned that of seventy of thetif 
being present at au enterlainmcnc 
given by the Candc de Aranda. The. 
best and strongest bulwark against 
vice was the moral and rcligjoue 
education of the citizens. He dis- ' 
tinguished the civil and religious to- 
leration of the English from that 
liberty of the press which he wisheil 
to establish. The wise alone did 
not go to form the public opinion, 
but the wl^ole of the citizens. These 
ideas were general in Salamanca, 
Madrid, liadajoz, and in numerous 
other places. (Here Montes obser- 
ved, that in Gallicia the measure 
would be received with pleasure.) 
Torrero concluded, observing, that 
the array were in favour of the li- 
^rty of the press; addipg, that be 
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hmd not dlcduced fata ojpiaton from 
tile rigfitt of man, but from princi- 
ples which he had weighed. 

JrguelUs said^ that even suppo- 
sing the opinion of Galicia was 
against the liberty of the pn*ss« and 
though the Cortes should bedeceivied 
in supposing that the general opinion 
was for it, yet it was indispensable 
to allow it ; for by it alone could 
the general opinion be ascertained. 

Morros observed, that tki$ wa$ an 
i^air of' consciences and ought to bt 
decide bjf theoiogktni emd ike holy 
JktAerf; that the council of Trent, 
in its 18th and 19th s«ssions, pro- 
nounced agaiuKt the liberty of print- 
ing even books which treated of po- 
litics and the fine arts; that the 
council of Lateran prohibited every 
kind of books without a previous 
revi^l ; that the Cortes ought not 
to issue a decUtrntion contrary to so 
many pious Regulations, &c« 

Jnoraies replied, that the bull quo* 
ted by Morros only spoke of the 
books of heietics known to be such. 

Oiiveroi obser^^, that the fathers 
Ml the first ages of the chttrch, cried 
out for the liberty of writing, for 
printing was then unknown ; the 
greatest persecution of the cfanreh 
^as in the titne of Julian, who pro- 
liibtted all their books • 

AfDer several divisions on the 8ub> 
ject, the Cortes passed the following 
decree. 



DECREE HESPECTING THE LIBEETY 
OF THE PRESS. 

' The general and extraordinary Cortex, 
considering that the individual right of 
«it)sen& to publish thvir thoughts and 
pulitical ideas is not otdv n barrier to 
the arbitrary power of those who go- 
vern, but also the means oi enlightening 
the nation in general, and the onlv way 
of arriving at the knowledge of what is 
truly the public opinion, have decreed 
as follows : — 

I. All public bodies and pri%*ate indi- 
viduals, of whatever condition or estate 
they may be, have the liberty of writing, 
printing, and publishing their political 

' ^ witJumt the mceaity of mttf A- 



cent^t remUmf or approbation j pr w piw tf 
to publicationf under the restrictions sad 
Responsibility uhick are laid down in ik$ 
present decree, 

II. For these reasons all the existing 
tribunals of the press, and the oentor- 
ship of political works previous to their 
being printed, are from this time forth 
abolished. ^ ^ 

III. Authors and printers shall be re- 
spectively responsible for the abuse of 
this liberty. 

IV. Defamatory libels, calonmioos 
writings, those sobversive of the funda- 
mental laws of the monarchy, those that 
are licentious and cooxrary to public de- 
corum and morals, shall be punished by 
points of law which sliall be prescribed 
for that purpose. 

V. The judges and respective trtbu* 
nals in the mvestigatioo, proof, and pa« 
nishment of offences committed by an 
abuse of the liberty of the press, shall 
take care to conduct themselves by what 
is laid down in the laws and in this re- 
gulation. 

Vf. Ml writings on matters of religiot^ 
remain subject to the previous ccnsonkip 
oj ibe ecciesiastscal ordinaries^ uceordiag 
to what is laid doom by Ih^ Caumcit ^ 
Trent. 

VII. Authors, under ^vhich appella- 
tion are comprehended the editor, or 
he who has corrected the origimd mana- 
script, are not obligf*d to nut thdr 
names to the writings which they pab- 
lish, though they do not ceaie on thia 
account to remain subject to the same 
responsibility. It ongbr, therefore, to 
beknown to the printer, who is the ao« 
thor or editor of the work, otherwise he 
shall suffer the punishment which would 
attach to the authoi or editor, if made 
known. 

VIII. Printers shall be obliged to pot 
their names and qualities, and the place 
and year of impression on every thu^ 
they print, whatever may be its size; it 
being understood that a falsehood in 
any of these particulars Shall be punished 
as well as thoir positive omission. 

IX. Authors or editars, who, abusing 
the liberty of the press, contravene the 
laws, shall not only suffer the punish-i 
meut there laid down according to the 
magnitude of the ofTeuce, but both that 
and the punishment inflicted on them 
shall be published with their names ia 
the Government Gazette. 

X. The printers of works, or wncin|% 
which art declared innoceoj^ or^oc »-* 
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jiirtotHi, shall he pimished wkh « flor of 
^ ducats, in case they omil th«tr nain«% 
or any other requiskct poiated ouc in 
die 8th article. 

XI. The printers of writings prohibi- 
ted in Art. IV. who shall have omitted 
their names, or any other of the circum- 
itances already specified, shall suflfer, 
^er and above the fin« Oft that acoount, 
the same punishments as tl>e autbon. 

XII. The printers of wrUiiifss on mat* 
ters of religion, without the previous li* 
cenceofUie ordinaries, shall be liable 
to the fine imposed upon them, without 
prejudice to those penalties which art 
already I^tid down against any excess in 
this respect. 

XIII. To secure tk^ liberty qf iU 
preitf und at the Mome time to restrain 
its abuse^ the Cortes shall appoint a su- 
preme junta of censorship, which must 
reside with the government, composed of 
nine individuals, andj upon their propo^ 
sitions, a similar junta shall be establish' 
td in the capital of every proviaee^ to 
tmuist of Jive membert^ 

XIV. Three of the nine members of 
this supreme junta of censorship shall 
be ecclesiastics, as also two out of the 
^se of the provincial juntas, and the 
others shall be seculars, as well-instruc- 
ted persons possessed of probity and 
▼irtoe, and^ the necessary talents for dis* 
charging tl^e serious duty entrusted to 
them. 

XV. It shall be their duty to examine 
the works which the executive power or 
separate tribunals may have denounced ; 
and if the censorial junta of the province 
think fit that thev should be orohibited, 
the judges shall do so, and shall collect 
the copies that have been sold. 

XVI. The author or printer may de- 
mand a copy of the censure, and reply 
to it. If tite junta confirm its first cen- 
sure, the interested person shall have a 
ri^t to demand that the afiair be trans- 
mitted to the supreme junta. 

XVII. The author or printer may soli- 
cit the sapreme junta to revise the af- 
lair a first and even a second time, in 
order that they may ascertain his mo- 
tives. If the last opinion of the su- 
preme junta be against the work, it 
shall be prohibited without further exa- 
mination ; but if in approbation, the 
work mar be put in circulation. 

XVIII. When the censorial junta of 
a province, in pursuance of the law, 
lUclares that the work only contains 



personal injuries^ it tliall b* )N«bibil0d 
and the aggrieved person way luiire re- 
course to a competent tribunal for deci* 
din^ on the same according to the laws* 

XIX. Though books oa religion can- 
not be printed without a licence from 
tiio ordinary, the btter cannot refuse 
this wtthoul previous examination and 
bearing the person interested. 

XX. If tlie ordinary, however, should 
perse«'tre in refusing a licence, the inte- 
rested persou may apply to the supreme 
juura, who shall examine the work ; 
and ifir Xm f\t for approval, shall trans^ 
mit their opini<»n to the ordinary, in ••<» 
der that, heiitfe; more enlightened on the 
subject, he inav grant a licence if lie 
think Ht, for the purpose of avoiding 
further applications. 

DECREE OF THE COATES. 

Don Ferdinand Vll. by the grace of 
Gtxi King of SpasHy Sfc* 

*^ The Genend and Extrnordimifj^ 
Cartes confirm and sauction tlie unal* 
terable opinion that the Spanish doroi-r 
nions of both hemispheres form one and 
the same Monarchies, the same nation, 
and one family, and for the same rea- 
son the inhabitants of these dominions^ 
whether Eunipeans, er natives bofn, 
have the same rights as the inhabitants 
of the Peninsula, it being the boundeu 
duty uf tlie Cortes to give particular at- 
tention to every thing which can contri- 
bute to their happiness, together with 
the form and number which in future 
both countries are to have m the nation^ 
al representation. The Cortes also de* 
cree, that from the moment those coun- 
tries wherein cooMnotions have existed, 
shall have duly acknowledged the su- 
preme legitimate Sovereignty, as esta- 
olished in the mother country, there shall 
be a general pardon of every thing that 
has occurred, reserving to themselves 
the right of redressing any grievance 
which may exist. The council of re* 
gency will give this decree all due effect. 
" R, Lazaro de Doir, Pres. 
** E. Perez de Castro, Sec. 
*' MiKUEL LvxAN, Sec. 

** To the Council of Regency. 
** Island of Leon, Oct. 15, 18*10. 

** And in order that the above decree 
should be duly executed end obeyed, 
the council of*^ regency orders and di- 
rects aU tribunab, justices of the pe;ice, 
chiefs, governors, and all the olhep au- 
thoritiesi whether civil or military, ec- 
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denastictof crerj class sod d^itj, to 
dalj comply and execute it in ul its 

MItS. 

^* Frahcisco dc Saavedra. 
<* Xavier db Castanos. 
** Amtonio de Escano. 

•* M. deLAEOUABALO T V»Ta«. 
« To Don Nicbolas Maria de Sierra. 
^ Itkndo/Leoih Oct, 15, 1810.'' 

Octobfr 27. 

The sitting was, scent; it lasted 
from seven in the evening of yester- 
day, till half-past three in the after- 
tKK)n of this day. 

What ought we not to expect from 
our august congress, when we see it 
at the expence of uninterrupted far 
tigue, occupied night and day in the 
great work of the liberty and happi- 
ness of Spain? immortal glory, 
eternal gratitude to the fathers of 
their country, whose names shall be 
pronounced with respect and grati- 
tude by all future generations ! 

The Senors Don Joaquin Blake, 
Pon Gabriel Ciscar, and Don Pedro 
Agar, have been appointed to the 
executive power; and to supply the 
places of the two first, who are ab- 
sent, Scnor Puig, and the Marquis 
del Palacio. 

October ^S. 

At ten in the morning the sitting 
commenced in private, and conti- 
nued till four in the afternoon, when 
it was made public. The Senors 
Don Pedro Agar, the Marquis del 
Palacio, and Don Josef Maria Puig, 
entered, to take the oath, 

Scnor Agar took it in the esta- 
Wished form. The Marquis of Pa- 
lacio followed, who swore to the 
two first articles of the formula; 
and to the third he added, " I do 
swear, without prejudice, to the 
oaths which I have alrt»ady taken to 
King Ferdinand the Vllih." The 
meeting and the public were sur- 
prised; the president observed, that 
this act did not admit of more words 
than those that wore set down, " I 
acknowledge and swear ;" but that, 
if the Marquis was not properly ac- 



quainted with the formnia, it should 
be repeated to him. The secretary 
accordingly read it a second time, 
and the Marquis observed, that the 
point was delicate, and an affair of 
conscience ; that he did not refuse 
to take the oath, but that he had 
lasde the addition to it to quiet his 
Conscience. 

M. ArgUiUef stated, that the oath 
should be taken in the established 
form ; remarking, as well as Garda 
Herreros^ and Munos TorrerOy that 
the marquis was called here to take 
the oath, as all the other bodies and 
authorities had done : in the mean 
time they demanded, that the cere- 
mony should be suspended, and that 
the marquis should retire below the 
bar; but he requested to be heard, 
which was refused. Then Senor 
Puig advanced to take the oath, 
which he did according to the for- 
mula, and took his seat near the 
president, Senor Agar being on thf 
right, and Puig on the lcft._ 

It was resolved that a letter should 
be sent to the regency, acquainting 
them that an unforeseen accident 
had prevented the Marquis del Ps* 
lacio from undertaking the office tt 
which he had been appointed. 

The marquis then begged leave ti 
speak, which was granted. He said, 
from below the bar, that be had al* 
ways believed, that the unalterable 
essence of an oath consisted in the 
manner in which it was stated, and 
not in the precise and uniform wordi 
of the reply. He begged the meet- 
ing to acquit him of any intention 
of disobedience; and repeated, that 
what he proposed was an addition 
on account of a scruple of conscience; 
and that he was ready to take the 
oath in the form he first proposed. 
This was opposed by many of the 
deputies, who required that the que*- 
tion should be put, whether it should 
be admitted or not It was put t* 
the vote, and carried almost unani- 
mously in the negative. 

The marquis agaia hi^Ufi P^ 
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mission to speak* to which the pre- 
sident replied, '* His Majesty capnot 
hear the Marquis del Palacio any 
more, and onlers him to retire." 

Scarcely had he quitted the meet- 
ing/ when Capmany having declared 
that it would be proper to secure his 
person, he rushed towards the dnor 
for the purpose of escuplnsj ; and si- 
lence being imposed by the presiilent, 
a resolution was instantly passtd for 
his detention in the guard house of 
the troops on duty at the Cortes. . 

Several deputies wishedio discusH 
the further proceedings against the 
Marquis ; but it was agreed that it 
was not proper to pass to that dif»- 
cussfon, it IxMUg a matter of more 
consequence ihai the regency should 
be installed. The president instant- 
ly rose, and th<! new regency, ac- 
companied by twelve deputies, pr<i- 
cecded to the gale of the hall, and 
went to the house of the Ayunia- 
miento, with four deputies and the 
secretary. They were receive<l on 
their passage with all due honours. 

In the mean time the proposal 
ibr securing the marquis in a proper 
manner was debatcnl; and after a 
long discussion, he was ordered to 
be kept in custody in the guard- 
house, as had been proposed by 
Tagle. 

Senor Luxan^ the secretary, re- 
ported that the new regency had 
been installed : he stated, that their 
predecessors had come out to the 
gate of the hall to receive them, and 
conducted them to the cabinet : and 
that Senor Saavedra, who had acted 
»s president, had seated himself on 
the left of Senor Puig j that Si*nor 
Castanos and Lardizabad, taking off 
their sashes, had put them upon the 
new members of the regency ; that 
the minister of dispatches bad read, 
standing, the two decrees of the 
X^rtes. 
*^ These decrees were in substance : 
the first, that the Cortes, in conse- 
4|uence.of the repeated request of 
jike members of the regency t<» be dis- 
V9B. vtu. 



missed, had agreed to receive the 
same, and to appoint the Senors 
therein named. 

The second decree stated, that in 
regard that two of the Senors ap- 
pt fin ted were abseiu, the Cortes bad 
elected two others to supply their 
places until their arrival*. 

Some deputies insisted that th^ 
sittings should be declared perma- 
nent, until the question relating X» 
the marquis was determined, and a 
successor appointed ; but the presi- 
dent observed, that in consequence 
of the regency being lawfully c^uisti- 
tuted by two memtx^rs, it >vould be 
atlvisable to wait a little, and ta 
take some relaxation, as the sitting 
had lasted from tin in the moniing 
till after six in thi; evening, it was 
therefojie adjourned to nine afnight. 



BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. 

An application of D. Jose Mazar^ 
ram was read, siting forth what ihij 
QvncUo in its 39th Number had said 
of Senor V iiianueva, complaining 
that the inviolability of the Cortes 
was there attacked, and demanding 
that the e^litor should be ordered to 
give satisfaction; 6lcj\ 

• Senor Puig entered upon his of- 
fice as has been nienliuned, and the 
Marquis de CHSft'lar hus been appointed 
in the place of the Marquis de Pal^rcio. 

t This complaint refers to the Con- 
cisoy page 190. It lb tliere said : ** Senor 
** Nillanueva then rend a pious dis- 
** course; the close of it waa not well 
" heard ': but from what we were in- 
" formed, and from the charity of the 
" orator, we believe that he otTered to 
** give up his rents for the benefit of hi* 
" country, reserving lo himself only as 
" much as was necesbary for bis sap- 
** port; we, the rather believe this, 
-** when we consider that words are best 
" »et off by works." 

The Concho confesses that he did not 
hear the close of ilie speech well; this 
happened to mauy others, and among 
the rest to a deputy ; and even the para* 
graph hints tlmt his readers may suspend 
their judgment. Besides, it beings ne» 
cessary to ask, <♦ what did $enor Villa- 
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Senor Villanueva forgave the in- 
jary as done to himK^f, but as a 
deputy he could not pass over it* 
He observed in explanation of what 
he had formerly said, that he be- 
lieved our calamities to proceed from 
God, who was irritated by our sins, 
and that it was necessary to appease 
him by penitence; that divine Pro- 
vidence had given him rents, and 
when he enjoyed them, he main- 
tained a soldier; but at present he 
could not recover them, his house 
was plundered, &c. and he was in- 
debted to the kindness of his friends. 

A. clerical deputy said, that the 
proposal in the Conciso was blasphe- 
my; another, that it was heresy; 
a third demanded that the paper 
should he prohibited : to which some 
replied that the liberty of the press 
was decreed. A membei observed, 
that it rendered necessary the esta- 
blishment of the journal of the 
Cortes; to which Senor Olivrros re- 
plied, that the plan was already 
formed, and ready to be submitted 
to the Cortes. 

Senor Fafcareel spoke in defence 
of the Conciso, as did also Senor 
Golfirtf observing that neither had 
he heard the close of Senor Villa- 
nueva's discourse, and thai there 
was nothing injurious in what had 
been published; besides, iftheCo/i- 
ciso considered Senor Villanueva as 

<< -niieva sny at the end of his speech ?" 
Some answered, that they believed they 
hnd heard what is reported in the Con- 
ciso; and as this was not improbable, 
considering the preceding part of the 
discourse, and the patriotism of Senor 
Villanueva, while on the other hand 
such a proposal mi^bt be of great use as 
an example, the editor had not the least 
hesitation in publishing it, ns he would 
have as little in correcting any mistake 
into which he had fallen ; fot the gen- 
tlemen who conduct the Conciso^ alwavs 
lovers of truth, will announce it with- 
out disguise, even though it should be- 
Rgainst themselves, and at the ex pence 
of their lives. Of this impartiality they . 
every day give proofs. 



pious and charitable, there was no- 
thing censurable in what he had 
been represented as saying with 
regard to the giving up of rents, &c. 
At last the application, with a copy 
of the said Conciso, was transmitted 
to the committee of justice. 



SWEDEN. 



Letter said to have been written by 
Bemadotte to the Old King^ upon 
the news of his election being coas- 
tnunicated to him. 
SittE, — I will not attempt to re- 
present to your Majesty the feelingi 
by which I was pervaded, when I 
understood that a nation, highly 
celebrated in the annals of the world, 
had thought fit to direct their at- 
tention towards a military character, 
who owes every thing to the aflfec- 
tion of his country. It will be equal- 
ly difficult for me to express my 
gratitude and astonishment ^t the 
wonderful magnanimity with which 
your Majesty presented, as your 
successor, a person bound to yoa 
by no ties. The more your Majesty 
has endeavoured to accomplish this 
object for the Swedish people, the 
more infinite is my gratitude. — 1 do 
not conceal from myself the extent 
nor difficulty of my duties ; but if I 
can trust to my own heart, I shall 
fulfil them. There never existed in the 
soul of a man a more powerful spring 
of action, and never was there a 
happier opportunity presented for 
him to dedicate his existence to the 
welfare of a nation. 

As soon as yoor Majesty's letter 
was delivered to me by the Count 
Morner, I hastencKl to forward it to 
his Majesty the Empiror and King, 
lie was pleased completely to crown 
his goodness towards me, by autho- 
rising me to become the adopted 
son of his Majesty. According to 
what you have been pleased to td- 
dress to me, I shall hasten my de- 
parture, to Jay at your Majest/$ 
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feet my grateful homage, and to 
make your Majesty the depositor of 
my oath. To this day I have placed 
my whole fame and character on 
serving my country, but France will, 
I venture to flatter myself, assist me 
in my exertions for the benefit of 
Sweden. She cannot without emo- 
tion tee one of her children destined 
by the voice of a magnanimous peo- 
ple to govern a kins^^dom which has 
long been numbered among her al- 
lies. — I am, with profoundest re- 
spectr Sire, — Your most devoted 
and obedient, J. Bbrnadotte. 



Siockholmy Nov. 1.— The follow- 
ing are some details of the solemn 
entrance of his highness the Prince 
Royal into this capital : it took place 
yatterday at two in the afternoon. 

His royal highness arrived by the 
Nore>zol, where he was compliment- 
ed by the governor of the city, the 
magistrates and 50 elders. On a 
signal being given, a salute of 198 
cannon announced the entrance of 
bis highness into the capital. The 
governor, the magistrates, and the 
body of citizens preceded the car- 
nage of the hereditary prince, and 
the cavalcade proceeded to the palace, 
passing through the finest streets. 

The grand marshal of the court, 
and the gentlemen, drew up on ar- 
riving at the foot of the staircase, 
and formed an avenue for his royal 
bighness, who was accompanied by 
the Count d'Cssen. The marshal of 
the court, and the King's household, 
were in the grand dinner-hall, and 
the piince royal passed through the 
chamber of audience, and arrived at 
the privy chamber of the King. His 
Majesty was surrounded by the 
lords of his kingdom, his council of 
state, the officers of his guard, and 
the members of the diet. 

His royal highness then pronoun- 
ced the following address to his Ma- 
jesty. 

Sirs — In appearing this^ day be- 



fore the throne of your Majesty, sur- 
rounded by the states-general of tho 
realm, my first duty, as it is the 
first wish' of my heart, is to lay at 
your feet the public homage of the 
sacred and inviolable sentiments, 
which, for life, attach me to your 
Majesty. 

*' 1 pay this homage to my King, 
Sire ; but 1 also pay it to the person 
of a Prince, who, long before he 
mounted the throne, had acquired, 
by his virtu(*s, the confidence and 
love of the nation. In difficult cir- 
cumstances, the state has always 
had recourse to your Majesty ; twice 
the throne was vacant, and twice 
your Majesty performed the painful 
duties of royalty, without any other 
interest but that of the public weal. 
— But all at once broke forth one 
of those revolutions which heaven 
appears sometimes to permit, as a 
lesson to princes ; and the nation 
conjured your Majesty to place 
yourself on that very throne which 
you had so long defended. 

'• I could never have foreseen ihat 
I should one day be associated to 
destinies so glorious, and that your 
Majesty, after having deigned to fix 
upon me the su0ragcs of your peo- 
ple, would at last crown so many 
favours, by adopting me for your 
son. A title so dear fills my soul 
with au ambition the most noble I 
What am I not bcjund to do to me- 
rit, to support that illustrious name 
which your Majesty has this day 
bestowed upon me ? It is not with- 
out great distrust of my own powers 
that I have accepted a task at once 
so honourable and so difficult. If 
I have been able to resolve upon it, 
it was only from thinking that I 
should follow in every thing the 
counsels of your Majesty, and that 
near you I should be instructed in 
the great art of reigning. — God grant, 
Sire, that 1 may long enjoy your 
lessons. God grant that the youth- 
ful mind of my son may be modelled 
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after yoiir*5, ^nd be penetrated with 
the great examples which your Ma- 
jcrty prcttents to your descendants. 

•' Messieurs, the deputies of the 
nobility : called to be the first de- 
fender of the throne and of the slate, 
I trust that you will second me in 
that noble office. Ydu know, gen- 
tlemen, that primitive nobility was 
the reward of great services perform- 
ed to the cotmtry : and what obli- 
gations are not they under to the 
Hate, who enjoy by birth the re- 
wards merited by their ancestors? 
The sacrifice of their life, on every 
occasion, is the least of their duties ; 
it is only by giviirg an example of 
perfect dismterestedness, by an en- 
tire submission to the King and to 
the laws ; it is only, in short, by 
living xcit/iout reproach^ that the no- 
bility of your ancestors is really to 
be preserved. 

** Gentlemen, members of the cler- 
gy : ike iubfime fnoraiitff of the gos- 
pelf which it is your duty to prench^ 
should serve as a guide to all men ; 
it contains a iessmifor Kings and peo- 
ple ; 1 shall toiih pleasure avail wy^ 
sel of your injortnation, and my heart 
will be grateful for the good that you 
do in diffusing^ like good Pastors, the 
precepts and the succours of' the reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ. 

" Gentlemen Burgesses: industry, 
*rts, and commerce, insure the pros- 
perity of a state, as they increase 
the happiness of families: in a free 
nation, «nd under a just govern- 
nient, genius and talents lead to 
every thing; and those who distin- 
guish themselves, in your order, have 
great claims to the esteem of the 
Sovereign. 

"And you, brave Swedish peas- 
ants, 1 have every where heard pro- 
claimed the qifnlities which distin- 
gui«h you ; and 1 see with pleasing 
erAotion the particular consideration 
which your country grants to you. 
What! are not they highly worthy 
of those distinctions whose arms aU 
Urnateljf suj^rt and -dtiend the 



country? Continue to honour by 
yonr labour and your virtues the 
useful and respectable order thatyoa 
form in the state. Your king watch- 
es like a father ovit your dearest 
interests; his Majesty will permit 
me to participate in^his tender so- 
licitude. 

"It is, however, to yon all, faith- 
ful representatives of the Swedish 
Ration, that I address myself. The 
King deigned to propose me as suc- 
cessor to the throne : you confirmed 
that choice by an election /rfc ami 
unanimous, and his Majesty this daj 
indissolubly binds the ties which al- 
ready attach roe to you. So many 
favours, such esteem and confidence, 
impose on me the greatest obliga- 
tions ; I feel them sensibly, and am 
firmly resolved to fulfil them* Bred 
in camps, I bring you a frank and 
loyal soul, an absolute devotednest 
to the King, my august father, an 
ardent desire to do every thing for 
the happiness of my new country 3 
with such intentions^ 1 hope to dn 
good. 

'' Sound policy, that alone which 
the laws of God authorise, must 
have for its ba>is justice and truth ; 
such are the principles of the King; 
they shall also be mine, / have b^ 
held trar close at hand ; 1 Imam aii 
its ravages ; th£EB \% no conquest 

WHICH C^AN console A COUNTRY 
FOR THE BLOOD OF ITS CHILBRBN 
SHED IN A FOREIGN LAND. 1 haV9 

seen the gri'at Emperiir of the French 
so often crowned with the laurels 
of victory, surrounded by his invin- 
cible armies, sigh after the olive cf 
.peace. Yes, Gcnthmen, peaceistke 
aloue glorious object of a wise and en- 
lightened government ; it is net the 
extent dj a state which constitutes its 
force and independence ; it is its Unos^ 
its industry, its commerce, and, abav^ 
ally its national spirit. Sweden, it is 
true, has sustained great losses ; but 
the honour of the Swedish name has 
not sufi'ered the least attaint. Lit 
US submit, jentleiQen, to th« 4f« 
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VPW of Providence; and let us re- 
collect that it has left us a soil suf- 
ficient t6 supply our wants, and 
iron to defend it/' 

On the 3 1 St a numerous deputa- 
tion ofthe states of the kingdom bad 
an audience of his royal highness if\ 
the palace, both to present iiiin uilh 
th^ act of election, and to receive 
the signature of his liighness to the 
act of guarantee, which the states 
had drawn up. The deputation was 
lieaded l^y the Baron de Flcmtning, 
marshal of the nobility, who ad- 
dressed to his highness a speech, of 
which the following are the princi- 
pal passageji: — 

** Most serene Prince, Prince Roy- 
al elect of Sweden, a people weak- 
ened, but not subdued by misfor- 
tune ; a people who once beheld 
glory united to its name, and victory 
faithful to its colours, still in pos- 
session of its independence and its 
honour ; this day entrusts the direc- 
tion of its future destinies to a hero, 
a statesman, and a friend of huraa- 
pity. 

** Clothed with these glorious ti- 
tles, your highness is about to re- 
ceive the hereditary rights to the 
throrie of the Charleses and of the 
Gustavuses^ a speptre which the last 
«f their descendants still bears; 
that King who, venerable both by 
his virtues and his a^e, invokes an a 
support to his throne and his king- 
dom, the heroic array of your ^jigh- 
ness, and who offers to you the <4ame 
place in bis heait which he had given 
to a prince cherished by the Swedish 
people. 

•* Animated by these sentiments, 
|he states of Sweden approach, for 
the first time, him among the heroes 
of Europe^ to whom, with a rare 
unanimity, they have entrusted that 
which they hold most dear upon 
Wrth' — their country. They ap- 
proach a prince who has attracted 
their regard amidst a people whom 
Sweden considers as its most ancient 
f^ni faithful ally— of a people wbosf 



friendship unconquered excites in 
our hearts glorious recollections. 

" Most Serene Prince, if thef(»rc^ 
of laws, if the sanctity of the social 
union, the protection of humanity, 
the guarantee of truth, and of jus- 
tice; in short, if the general improve* 
ment, whether by intellect or by 
morals, are the advantages which a 
frc>e and generous nation demands 
of him who must one day govern 
them ; it is, on the other hand, tba 
most sacred duty of that nation to 
come before your highness, with an 
entire love, a generous self-denial, a 
fidelity immovable, and a zealous 
obedience. Full of these thoughts, 
the states of the kingdom presept to 
your highifess the solemn act by 
which they give to you and your 
descendants an hereditary right ta 
the ancient throne of Sweden, after 
your royal highness shall have deign* 
ed to subscribe the deed of grants 
,whicb will always have for its best 
guarantee the virtue which Europa 
recognizes in your person. 

'^ Uow solemn, how affecting this 
moment ! May it be consecrated for 
ever by the happiness of Sweden, and 
by the blessings of all future geo^ 
rations ! 

" The stales of the kingdom bej 
most humbly to be admitted to par- 
take of the goodness of your royal 
highness," 

His highness condescended to re*. 
ply by a speech in French, of whic^ 
the Chamberlain Laevenhielm jead a 
translation. 

•' GoQd Lords and Men of SwCj 
dcH/ 

" A premature dc*ath has destroy- 
ed the hopes which Sweden had at- 
tached to the person of Prince Chailes 
Augustus. He desired the happi- 
ness of liis country. The tears which 
flow at his tomb prove the gratitude 
of the nation. Happy the* princes 
who leave behind them such regrets! 

" After having from my youth 
served the country which gave me 
hirth| I wished tQ terminate my days 
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in repose, when Sweden offered me 
the hereditary succession to the 
throne of her kings. 

*• In the consent of a justly vene- 
fated king, in the free and unani- 
jnou« choice of a celebrated nation, 
1 believed that I saw the decision of 
Providence; it was my duty to obey : 
my soul rose to the height of my new 
destiny. On setting foot on the ler- 
riiofy of Sweilen, I was already en- 
tirely a Swede; I was so from the 
moment when 1 had sacrificed every 
thin^ to reply to your confidence — 
from the moment ^hen I had, if I 
may so speak, commenced a new ex- 
istence which it was my duty to con- 
secrate to you. I do not conceal 
from myself the difficulties inscpara^ 
ble from the high dignity to which 
I have been called : but I shall think 
myself sufficiently rewarded, if I can 
Contribute to the prosperity of our 
country. That great object shall 
suffer no diminution, at least while 
I- am supported by all the Swedes. 
Heaven has given us the best of 
Kings ; let us fulfil towards him the 
duties of love, of respect, and obe- 
dience. May every partial interest 
disappear before the grand interest 
of the nation; may the greatest 
anion reign among all orders of the 
state! Gentlemen, you are about 
to return to your homes ; carry with 
you, preserve their concord and 
tranqtiillity ; these dispositions can 
alone consolidate the prosperity and 
Independence ofour common country. 

** I receive with gratitude the ex- 
pressions of your regard for my per- 
son ; I deserve them by the attach- 
ment and sincere friendship which 
I swear to each of you. 

" I remain, good lords and men 
of Sweden, your affectionate Prince," 

The deed of grant was then pre- 
sented to his highness, who after 
having signed it rerurncd it to the 
marshal of the diet, with these 
words : — 

^' Monsieur Marshal, i trust that 
heavan will grant me sufficient 



strength, courage, and length of 
years, to be able to establish the 
happiness of the country." 

The deed of grant was read willi 
a loud voice by Count Brahg, one 
of the lords of the icalm ; after which 
the act of electjon wao presented to 
his highness by the marshal of the 
diet, ^fessicurs the deputies had the 
honour of kissing the hatkl of his 
hi;!:hnei>s before he retired. 



PRISONERS OF WAR. 



The following three Articles relate 
to the Exchange of Prisoners of 
War, between England and France, 
the treaty for which {has been brok< 
en off. — ^The first is the Project of 
our government ; the sscond, are 
the Remarks of the Moniteur upon 
some observations in our prints upoo 
the return of Mackeneie; and the 
third is the Answei; of one of our 
Ministerial Papers, the Courier, to 
the Remaiks of the Moniteur. 

PROJECT. 

Article I. All British, all Spaniaidi, 
Portuguese, Sicilians, Hanovenaus, aud 
others, subjects of or in the service i»f 
Great Britain, or of the powers in ajli* 
ance with Great Britain, who are bow 
prisoners of war in France, Ital]r> Na- 
ples, Holland, or any other country im 
alliance with or dependant oo France^ 
shall be released without exception.-^ 

Art. II. All French, Italians, and oiher 
persons, subjects of or in the service of 
France, &c. Italy, all Dutch and Nea- 
politans, and all other subjects of or tft 
the service of the powers albed ta France, 
who are now prisoners of^war in GieaC 
Britain, Spain, Sicily, Portugal, Bra* 
^ils, or anjr other country in alliaaca 
with Great Britain, or occupied hj Bti* 
t^h troops, shall be released without 
exception. 

Art. III. It is understood that in piif> 
suance of the two preceding articles, all 
prisoners of war belonging to Great 
Britain and her allies, and to Francs 
and her allies respectively, made on or 
before the signature of the )>resent coo* 
vention, shall be released in the matw 
ner hereinafter to be arranged wttJi it* 
gard to each country respeetivdy. 
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Art. IV. The execotioa of the above 
trticles shall take place 10 the manner 
following: — §,1. All British prisoners 
of every rank and quality detained in 
Fmnce, and Italy, and in the depen- 
dencies of France and Italy, shall be 
released; the exchange to commerce 
immediately after the signature of this 
convention, by sending to Deal or Ports* 
mouth, or su«h other port of England 
in the Channel, as may be agreed upon, 
or by delivering up lo the British com- 
missaries appointed to receive them, 
1,000 British prisoners, for 1,000 French, 
to be released by the British guvern* 
ment, in the manner herein-after provi- 
ded .-—§ i. All French prisoners of eve- 
Hrank and quality now detained m 
reat Britain, or in the Britisih posses- 
sions, shall be released. The exchange 
shall cmnmence immediately after the 
signature of this convention, and shall 
be made by sending successively to 
Morlaix, or such other French port in 
the Channel as may be agreed upon, or 
by delivering up to the French commis- 
saries appointed to receive them, 1,000 
French for 1,000 English prisoners, as 
soon and in proportion as the French 
government shall release the latter. — 

fi 3. These successive and mutual de- 
iveries shall continue until all British 
prisoners in France, Italy and their de- 
pendencies shall have bten liberated. — 
% 4. Great Britain engages also to re^ 
Ua$e^ over and above the numbers ex- 
changed against Brilitk priwnert deli- 
vered in consequence of the above ar- 
rangement, 3,000 French prisuuers in 
balance for 3,000 Manoveriani being the 
utmost number of tliose included in 
Count WalmoderCi cupitulation, who 
are, or may be, or may have been oc- 
iually in the servicSs^of Great Britain ; 
this number of 3,000 being over and 
above the number of 1,905, who are 
also to be unconditionally released, on 
aecount of the garrison of St Domingo, 
a& heretofore agreed upon. — § 5. The 
Duoierical value at which individuals of 
superior ranks and qualities shall be ra- 
ted, in order to make up the numbers 
of 1,000 to be thus exchanged, shall be 
computed with regard to the persons in 
the liind and sea service, according to 
the scale of the convention of 1798; 
and with regard to persons detained m 
France in 1803, according to the scale 
followmg, viz : — ^The Earl of Beverley 
Co be exchanged for a general officer of 
the highest rank of the prisoners now in 



'England. — Peers sons and privy coun- 
sellors equal to the rank of colonels or 
post captains. Baronets and knights 
equal to the rank of field officers and 
commanders. — Gentlemen holding no 
distinction of rank, equal to the rank of 
captains in the army, and lieuteiMuits of 
ships of war. — Tradesmen (petite hour* 
geoise*) servants, &cc. and all others de* 
tained, equal to the rank of private sol* 
diers and sailors. Recourse, however, 
shall be had to this principle of making 
up numbers by affixing a numerical va- 
lue to rank, only in the extent of the £s»- 
lure of individuals who might be exchan- 
£red rank for rank against oQe another. — 
§ 6. When all the British prisoners de* 
tained in France, Italy, and their de- 
pendencies, shall have been exchanged 
against eoual numbers (to be ascertamed 
and rated on the principle establisl^ed 
in the preceding section of this article) 
of French prisoner^ detained in England 
and its possessions, the balance of 
French prisoners which may remain in 
the hands of Great Britain shall be with- 
out delay released and sent to France, 
in exchange for an equal number of 
Spanish prisoners of war, which are to 
be seat -to such ports or places m Spain 
as shall be agreed upon, in the manner 
following: — § 7. The French prisoneis 
composiitg the said balance shall be sent 
into France by successive deliveries of 
1,000; and as soon and in such propor- 
tion as they are so released, France shall 
send to Spain a corresponding number / 
of •Spanish prisoners out of the numbers 
remaining in her hands. Great Britain 
engages to send over the first 1,000, and 
when information shall have been re- 
ceived of an equal number of Spaniai'ds 
having been delivered upon that account 
at the ports or places iii Spain agreed 
upon, 1,000 more will l>esent to France, 
and so on till the whole are released. — 
§ 8. In the mean time, and while the 
above exchange is going on between 
Great Britain and France, on the above 
accounts respectively, all French pri- 
soners of war in Spain, and its depen- 
dencies, and all Spanish prisoners of war 
in France or Spain, or in the countries 
dependant upon France, shall be re- 
leased mutually by uii exchange to be 
made either between the Spanish and 
French generals, or by sendiug by sea 
to Toulon or Hochfoit, or such other 
French ports as may be agreed upon, 
the French detained m Spain. — § 9. The 
release of the Spaniards, prisoners o£ 
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war IB France, shall be effected by tend- 
ing either saccetsirely to Cadiz, Valen- 
cia, or such other Spanish port as may 
be agreed upon, 1,000 or 500 Spaniards, 
lor 1,000 or 500 French, as soon and in 
proportion as tlie latter shall be released. 
It is to be understood, that by the words 

Srisoners of war, as referring to the 
paniards and French re«pectivel/, none 
are intended to be included except such 
as have been actunlly taken in anus on 
either side.— § 10. These successive pnd 
mutual dehveries shall continue uncil all 
the Fiench prisoners of war in Spain, 
•nd all Spatai^h pris^iers of wnr in 
France, shall be released. —§ 1 1. The 
jiuraerical value at which individuals of 
superior ranks and riualitieA shall be 
rated, in order to muke up the number 
of 1,000 or 500, to lie thus exchanged 
between Spain and France, slwU be 
computed according to the scale of the 
convention of 179B, as referred to in § 5, 
or upon such other principle us may be 
hereafter agreed upon between the Spa- 
nish and French governments. — ^ ^^* 
When these several and respective ex- 
changes shall have taken place, whatever 
surplus may be rensaining in tlie hands 
of Ihe belligerents, of prisoners of war 
made, or before the signature of the pre- 
sent con^-ention, shall be' immediately 
released (but on parole nut to serve ui>- 
til regularly exchanged) and sent back 
to that country to which it may belong, 
m tlie manner and under the same re- 
gulation of transport by which the mu- 
tual exchanges were conducted ; so that 
after the execution of this convention, 
no prisoners of war shall remain in the 
hands of Great Britain, Spain, France, 
or in those of their allies, dependencies, 
or possessions. — § 13. All Portuguese, 
or Sicilian prisoners of war in France, 
or in the countries alli^ to and depen- 
dant on France, and all prisoners be- 
longing to France and the countries al- 
lied to her in the hands of Portuguese 
and Sicilians, shall be mutually released 
in a similar manner, and on the same 
terms as have been before established 
with regard to tlte French and Spaniards, 
with such aiterUions only as the parti- 
cular circumstances and situations of 
those countries may require. 

Art. V. The priority and order of the 
release of tlie several persons to be ex- 
changed under this convention, shall be 
regulated according to the priority and 
order of their respective capture and 
detensions; except that no more than 



one»fourth part of any number of Br»* 
tish to be released at one time shall 
consist of persons detained in France io 
180S. 

Art. VI. The British and French go. 
vernments undertake to communicate to 
their respective allies the terms of this 
convention, and to use their mfloeDce 
to engase them to accede tliereto. 

Art. VH. A British commissary and 
a Frencli commissary shall be appointed 
to reside, the first at Paris, the latter at 
London, to superintend the details and 
execution of this convention. 

Art. VIII. A separate oonventioo 
shall be as soon as possible entered into 
between Great Britain and France, to 
regulate the exchange of prisoners of 
war who n^ay be hereafter made on ei- 
ther side, with a view of alleviating af) 
far as may be practicable, the evils and 
misfortunes attendant on a state of war- 
fare* 



REMARKS 

From the Mtmiteur rf the iCth ofNo" 
vrmbrr^ upon the annexed pottage in a 
London paper of the 6th oj November, 
" A messenger was sent on the 4Ui 
^ inst. to Morlaix, with dibputches for 
** Mr. Mackentie. Nothing that hu- 
** manity can suggest will be omitted by 
'* our government to procure the release 
** of our countrymen who have been sa 
*^ long and so cruelly detained in priMMi.*^ 
Moniteur, — If you are desirous that 
ymir countrymen should be reteased^ 
there is but one way, that is, io be just, 
and exchaqge the French against the 
English, Portuguese, and Spaniards, JiMa 
for man and rank for rank. This is the 
siite qua nan of every cartel of exchange, 
now or hereafter.^-^When a negodatiua 
for ^pease is proposed to you, you say, 
that you cannot enter into it, except the 
Spanish insurgents are admitted as s 
party. When a cartel of exchange is in 
question, you will not allow those men 
to be included in it who were taken ia 
tlie ranks of your armies. What I tte 
soldiers of the Spanish army of Gallicia, 
who were taken m covering the retrttt 
of General Moore^ are not to be ei- 
changed for the French who were ukea 
ill the same or btlier actions ? What 1 
the soldiers of the army of Cuesta, wba 
at the battle of Taluvera fonned the 
right of tlie English ariuy, and wire /a* 
ken at the pottage <^ the Tagut ; wkeit 
they formed the reor^guard Sf the iS^- 
glith urmy ; those men uken fer jisr 
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safeti/y who sncriftced thennwlves for 
General WellinKion, and enabled him to 
secure his retreat, are to be excluded 
from the exchange, and not considered 
as the English themselves. What! ilie 
Spaniards taken before Cadiz, engaged 
in torties with your troops, you will not 
exchange them. What ! the garrison of 
Ciudad Uodri^o, thatof Almeidti, which 
you shut up in these for tresses, on a pro- 
mite of corning to their relief, who co- 
vered your army, who sacrificed them- 
selves ^for it, you disown them. It is 
impossible. An army is an army. 
Since these men fought by your side, 
were armed with your anns, paid with 
your money, and clothed by you, they 
should be included in the exchange of 
prisoners, whatever their country might 
DO. — Throughout the whole course of 
the negociution, the English cabinet liad 
peipetual recourse to subterfuges; the 
result of which was^ that they would 
oot admit the exchange, man for mun, 
and rank for rank, and consider the 
French, English, Gei mans, Portuguese, 
Spaniards, upon a footing of equality, 
and composing two belligerent masses. 
Mr. Mackenzie, after having twice ap- 
plied for his passports, with an interval 
of a month between each application, 
has at length left Morlaix. — Besides, he 
^was sent over by the English gbvernment 
rather in the character of a spy than a 
^iiegociator. It was impossible for a per- 
son to conduct himself worse than he 
did. He abused 1 he liberty which he 
had of making excursions in tlie country 
to the distance of eight or ten leagues ; 
be had his correspondents ; he preten- 
ded to be above the police of the pro- 
vince, and gave way to all the im perti- 
nencies "bf a young man, without expe- 
rience or moderation. — Mr. Mackenzie 
WHS employed in the Cattaro business, 
at the close of the war of 1805. lie was 
afterwards one of the agents in the hor- 
rible affair of Copenliagen. He is, in 
short, a man of the same kidney with 
the Drakes, the Wickhums, and the 
Jackions. When the English really wish 
10 negociate, tliey know what kind of 
men tliey shiHjfd employ. When they 
wished to make peace at Amiens, they 
sent over Lord Cornwallis, whose cha- 
racter alone sliewed the sincerity of their 
disposition. 

England abounds as much as any 
country in the world in men, respecta- 
ble on account of their information, and 
th« excellence of their characters^ it also 
AOl. VJT1. 



abounds in hideous charactei^ in poli- 
tical Figaros, in brokers of intrigue, spies 
and incendiaries. When it wishes to 
negociate sincerely with France, it will 
be manifested in the chi)ire of the nego- 
ciator. Whatever kind of treaty Eng- 
land may be desirous of entering into 
with France, should be founded on jus- 
tice, good sense and candour. It is 
possible to deceive some ignorant Na- 
bobs in the East Indies, but an,enlight- 
ei^ed government is not to be imposed 
upon." 



ANSWER 

To the above by the English Minsterial 
print the Cotrier, oftheQAth 

of November. 
The failure of the Negociation for a 
Cartel has at length been noticed, and, 
as telling the truth would have shewn 
thsit Bonaparte never eiit«*rluinid any 
serious intention of concluding a cartel, 
recourse is liad to the most barefaced 
falsehoods — " If you are desirous,*' says 
the Moniteur, "that your countrymen 
" should be released^ there is but one 
" way, that is, to be just, and exchange 
" the French against the English, Por- 
" tuguese and Spaniards, man for man, 
•* and rank for rank." This criterion 
and proof of the sincerity of our desire 
to eliect an exchange of prisoners we 
assert, and the correspondence, when 
laid before parliament, will prcjve it, 
our government did afford. We did of- 
fer to excljange man /or man, rank for 
rank, including prisoners of the allied 
powers on both sides; but this offer was 
refused. We have 50,000 French pri- 
soners in this country — France has only 
12,000 British. We required that, m 
the first instance, the 12,000 British 
^lould be exchanged for 12,000 French ; 
the surplus 38,000 French in our hands 
we agreed to exchange for that number 
of Portuguese and Spaniards, our allies, 
in the hands of France. — To this arrange- 
ment France would not consent. She 
insisted, that for eixTy 3,000 French 
we sent, the number returned by her 
should contain two foieigners for one 
Englishman. To such a proposition, so 
contrary to all.the pi*inciples and usages 
on which exchanges have been hereto- 
fore conducted, and so revolting to our 
national feeling ahd honour, by the de- 
lay it would occasion to the release of 
our own countrymen, our government 
would not accede. — We feel with regard 
to our allies, the utmost cordiality and 
3 B 
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esteefitf and we highly approve tlie offer 
of our j5<)vernnient to apply to the relief 
of their prisoners the surplus of French 
that !nis;ht reinnin in our hands after the 
liberation of all the British should have 
been effected ; hut tve mustsaj that this 
couuirv never could have tolerated so 
monstrous and so mortifying an arrantje- 
ment ns that Frenchmen made prisoners 
by BriMsh valour, and at the ^xpeiice 
of British blood nod treasure, should be 
•et nt liberty in exchange for foreigners^ 
while our Own soldiers and sailors still 
lingered in cnpiivily. After this p^'n 
vnvarnished statement, what becomes 
of :t!l those fine sentimental exclamations 
of the Moiiiteur ? — Had the French jjo- 
vernment been actuated by those feel- 
ings o»' humaitity, which are made such 
R parade of in the Moniteur, 50,000 
Freochmen would ere this have been 
^^'»jt'ved to tliejr country and their homes. 
— .AfuT abu«in]: the British £»overnmenr, 
ihe MnuItetTr inveijihs neiinst Mr. IVIac- 
ktMizie, who will probably consider its 
invective*, a^ the greatest compliment 
th:»t could li.ive been paid him. — To do 
one's durv vitfuousfy and with ahifity^ 
is quite stitficieut to ensure the hatred 
c»f Bonaparte, and the ubuse of the 
Moniteur. 



PRUSSIA. 



DECREE 

RESPICTINGTnEGEJJERALSTJPPRESSION 

OF ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMERTS 

INTHS KINGDOM OF PRUSSIA. 

** We Frederick William, by the Grace 
6f God King of Prussia, ike. considerinj; 
rhjit the designs for which ecclesiastical 
institttrions aud convents have hitherio 
been endowed are not consonant with 
the objects and necessities of the present 
times ; ^ 

" CtifT^iderinp: thot these desij^ns may 
in part be better accomplished by di^- 
/erent means; 

** That all nei|^)ihburin^ stnws have 
adopf»»d tlie same measures; 

" That the punctual disrhhrge of the- 
contnhutfon to France can only be ef^ 
ferted by this expedient; 
' " And that, by thein? means, we may 
diminish the heavy claims upon the pri- 
vate propttj ty of our subjects — we do 
decree as follows: — 

Art. I. All convents, and other ec- 
•letiaiticiU institutions, ^juIKwicb, and 



commendarie^, whether of the protestant 
or catholic religfon, shall from this day 
be considered as the property of the 
state. 

" Art. II, All convents, &c. shall by 
degrees, V»e atiolished ; and care shall be 
taken of the compensation of all persona 
who now inhabit them, or have claimt 
upon them. 

«* Art. III. From the day of the A^^ 
of the present decree, no annuities sb^l 
be allowed, no novices shall be admitted, 
and no person institut«*d to any office 
belonging to them. Withoac our cos- 
sent, no ch.^njre of property shaU be 
made, no capifals shall be collected 
no debts contraned, and no inventories 
transierred. All contracts made in op- 
position to these directions are null and 
void. 

" Art. IV. We shall provide for ttie 
softicient recompence of the chief eccle-> 
siastlcal officers, and with their .advice 
for the liberal pensioning of the prieati 
of the schools ; and also for those con* 
vents that are employed for the educa* 
tion of yruth, and the care of the sick, 
wliich suffer in their revenue by the above 
measure, or which may appear to re^ 
quire new funds. 

(Sijrned) Fredehick Wiluait. 
(Countersioned) Harder burg.*'' 
Berlin, Nov. 16, 



PORTUGAL. ^ 

VOTES FROM THE MONITEUR 

ON THE CONDUCT OF THE ENGLISH 

IN POUTUGAL, 

[From the Times^ December 7.] 



The army of Portugal has en- 
countered obstacles in the conquest 
of that kingdom, which arise from 
the very nature of things, and are 
th( nect\ «ary result of an active syp- 
tiTif ofdafetuc, which wafi profoundijf 
nnd'Uatcdy and has been executed 
without robtrainr, with a singular 
barbarity unknown in our European 
wars, for the honour of states and 
men. — The Portuguese do not lovf 
the Ennlish; the latter know it^ 
They have taken possession of the 
Portuguese army, by filling it with 
English ofiicers. The Portuguese 
general officers are no loD|er cm- 
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ploycc!, but in the fortresses, and 
Hith the militia. All the brigadiers; 
one or two principal officers in each 
H'gimenl, and a great number of 
subalterns, are English. Part of the 
higher order of the Portuguese nobi- 
Jity followed the prince regent lo 
Brazils; there is another part in 
France; they have removed from 
place the few that remain. This 
system has excited ijreat complaints. 
There have been, and still are, Ire- 
<]6cnt quarrels between the officers 
of the two nations. 

The capture o( CIndad Rodrigo, 
and particularly of Almrida, with- 
out any attempt having bet»n made 
to relieve those two fortresses, gave 
great offence to the Portuguese na- 
tion. The junta of government was 
dissatisfied. Lord Wellington per- 
ceived that he had not sufficient in- 
fluence over its members; it was de- 
termined, that the {English ambassa- 
dor at Lisbon should become a mem- 
ber of the regency, and that no act 
of government should be executed 
ui^less he consented to it. Then 
appeared several decrees worthy of 



PoDte Marcella, near Coimbra. This 
retrogade movement threw the Por- 
tuguese into consternation. The re- 
gency became alarmed ; the Portu- 
guese troops began to desert; it was 
a common report in the ranks, that 
England intended to embark them, 
to waste them afterwards in expedi- 
tions in the WVst Indies, and in Jn- 
dm. Lord Wellington removed the 
fears of the regency, and appeasid 
the coramencenn ni of the insurrec- 
tion.— The Frencli army entered 
Portugal : the orders of Lord Wtl- 
lington wereexecuted. The peasant* 
who did not ^y, and who were af- 
terwards seized by thi? English, were 
either shot or transported. Their 
very troops pillaged and burnt tho 
villages, whose inhabitants hesitated 
to destroy their provisions and furni- 
ture. The road from Almeida lo 
Lisbon was a comple;>^ desert. Wg 
did not meetCOOO jxasants in that 
distance. 

, After the battle of Busaco, Wel- 
lington caused Coimbra to be Utumu 
natcd^ bn the uay vf rejoicing; the 
lamps employed on that occasion ivert 



4U .• r « T . "— »«v "* "•—/"» ww^cuycM u/i f/iff^ occasion iticrt 

the time of Robespierre. One pro- still burnmg x,hen the En&li,h iZ 

hibiied the Portuguese, under puin already infull retreat ! Tho tr^.l 

of death, to talk on military sub- pillaged toimbra, and comni^ed 

jects, or t9 converse on any other the greatest disorders before the v 

news than what was printed m the withdrew. In six days Welfinaton 

Lisbon Gazette: another decree or- ran from the banks ot' ilic U,^x^p.. 

dered the inhabitants, under the to^is intrenchmenis at Lisbon \W 



same penalty, lo evacuate the towns 
and villages which the English 
should abandon, to carry with them 
(heir provisions and their cattle 
to burn or throw into the rivers 
what they could not remove, to de- 
stroy the mills, the furniture, to 
burn ibe crops that fvere not rut 
down, and to let the wine run in the 
streets. 

At the beginning of the month of 



the rapidity of his march, tho di^ 
trictsolthe valley of the Tagus es- 
caped the system of complete ex ter. 
minalion. The discontent was ex- 
ireme; the people of Lisbon broke 
out into insurrection , ihey declared 
that they would prevent the Engli:.h 
from embarking in the pom „f tjjc 
Tagus. Then was imauim.d ^hnt 
absurd conspiracy of «ixty individu- 
als, nobles, priests, juc'^res, mt-r. 



September, the marshal prince of chants, former friends or elu'lnit^sTj 



Essling assembled his corps of tho 
army in the neighbourhood •»f Al- 
mcida. Lord Wellington immedi- 
aiely evacuated tbirty leagues of 
CouiHry. lie took a position at 



the French, the greater number un- 
connected with political pHriies, 
whose only crime was to aitribuu to 
the English Machiavelism the riJin 
of their country, and to oredicilhat 
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thfir infamous oppressors would fi- 
nish by evacuating the country, ex- 
Soscd by its very defenders to greater 
orrors than any people have yet 
experienced. T/te mvage of the Fa- 
Jatinatt, for which Louvois was so 
much reproached, perpetrated hy an 
enemy's arnij/, was nothing equal to 
the ravage committed among the For- 
tuguese by their allien ! Among these 
pretended conspirators, those who 
bad most influence on account of 
their birth, their opulence, their ta- 
lents, ivere taken vp, and sent to 
London, Others were imprisoned, 
and afterwards transported to the 
Brazils.— The Engl i^jh send to South 
America the Portui^uesc families 
who are disposed to embark. They 
do every thing to prevail upon those 
who hesitate to quit the country. 
The more people quit Lisbon, rho 
fewer mouths will they have to feed. 
The situation of the English is alarm- 
ing: they are only 30,000 at most, 
and by their side are 40,000 discon- 
tehted Portuguese soldiers. Behind 
these are 100,000 refugees in de- 
spair, and the immense population 
of Lisbon. The English rule only 
by terror; they treat the nobility 
and the publfc with the greatest 
contempt. Every night is signalised 
by arrests, by seizures ; provisions 
are above all price ; it is only by an 
enormous sacrifice of money that 
they arc able to prevent an insurrtc- 
tion, — ^Thc English soldier receives 
at this time a pound of salt meat, a 
half ration of biscuit, and a certain 
quantity of rum. The Portuguese 
soldier receives bread; but only half 
a pound of meat, and no rum. This 
inequality of distribution is the cause 
of discord between the two armies. 
—All the refugees who wish to go 
there, are transported to the Alon- 
tejo. The others are hutted and 
bivouacked outside Lisbon. Jt is not 
possible to entec that city without a 
card of safety. The government 
causes biscuits to be distributed to 
the rtfugecs. The occupation of the 



Alentejo will completely starve Lis- 
bon, and produce a crisis fatal to 
the English. — The enemy has a great 
many sick. They also lose a great 
deal more by desertion than in any 
former campaign. They desert to 
avoid corporal punishment! — The 
French army is in good spirits: it 
has confidence in its conjmandcr. 
We have had no d4»sertit)n from 
the national troops. The army has 
few foreign battalions. IVe may be 
assured, whatever the English may 
say, that there are no deserters ! 



AMERICA. 



BY THB» PRESIDENT OF THE UKITEB 

STATES, 

A PROCXAMATION. 

Whereas, by the 4ih section of tbc 
net of conf^rest, passed on the first of 
Ma}', 1810, intituled " an act cooceriH 
ing the ccimmeicial intercourse between 
tlie United States and Great Britain and 
France and their dependencies, and (m 
other purposes, it is provided, that in 
case either Great Britain or France shall 
before the 3d of March next, so revoke 
or modify her edicts ^ ^l»«t they shall 
cease to violate tl)e neutral commerce 
of the United States, which fact the 
president of the United States shall de* 
clare by proclamation, and if the other 
nation shall nut within three months 
thereafter so revoke or modify her edicts 
in like manner, then the 3d, 4th, 5tb, 
6ih, rth, 8tli, 9lh, lOlh, and J8ih sec- 
tions of the act entituled, ^^ An act to 
interdict the commercial intercourse be* 
tween t lie United States and Great Bri- 
tain and France, and their dependencies, 
and for other purposes,*' shall from aod 
after the txpiration of three months from 
the date of the proclamation aforesaid, 
he revived and have full force and ef- 
fect, so far as relates to the dominions, 
colonies and dependencies ; and to ibe 
articles the j;rowth, produce, or manih 
facture of ttte dominions, colonies, aud 
dependencies of the nation thus rdusing 
or neglecting to revoke or modify her 
edicts in the manner aforesaid. Aud ibe 
re!>trictions imposed by this act ihall 
from the date of such proclaroatioo cense 
and be discontinued, in relauon to tbc 
nation revoking,or modifying bo'decrm 
in the manner atbreaaid. 
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" And whereas it bas been officially 
tx^ide knowu to this government, that 
the edicts of France viol-dting the neu- 
tral commerce of the United States have 
been s6 revoked, as to cease to have 
eiVect on the 1st of the present month : 
— yi'owy tlierefore, I Jumes Madison, 
I*resuieut of the United Stales, do here- 
by prodaiin that the said edicts of France 
have bt-en so revoked, as that they cea- 
scHi on the 1st day of the present month 
to v:ulat(> the neutral commerce oi the 
T/nited States; and that from the date 
oi' these presents all the restrictions im- 
posed by the aforesaid act, shall cea*ie 
and he discontinued in relation to France 
and her dependencies. 

" In testimony whereof I have caused 
the seal of the United States to be 
hereunto affixed, and signed the 
same with my hand, at the City of 
Washington, this 2d day of Novem- 
ber, in the Year of our Lord 1810, 
and of the independence of tlie 
United States, the Thirty- fifth. 
James Madisqw." 
Jl. Smith, Secretary of State, 



(circular.) 

Treatury Departments Nov, 2, 1610. 

"Sir, — You will herewith receive a 
copy of the proclamation of the president 
of the United Stales, announcing the re- 
vocation of the edicts of France, which 
violated the neutral commerce of the 
United States, and that the restrictions 
imposed by the act of May 1st hut ac- 
cordingly cease from this day, in rela- 
tion to France. French armed veaseU 
fiHiy therefore be admitted into the har- 
bour $ and waters of the United States, 
any thing in that law to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

** It also follows, that if Great Britain 
thall not on the 2d duy of February 
next, have revoked or UH>dified in like 
nianner her edicts, violating the neutral 
commerce nf the United States, the 3d, 
4th, 5th, 6ih, 7th, 8ih, 9th, 10th, and 
18tli, sections of the act to interdict the 
commercial intercourse between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain, and France^ 
and their dependencies* and for other 
purposes;*' shall, in contbrmity with the 
acts, first above mentioned, be revived 
afid have/uU force and effect, so Jar as 
relates to Great Britain and her de^ieti" 
cies, from and ofter the said 2rf of Fe- 
bruary nest. * h niess, therefore you shall 
before that day be officially notified by 
thb departmcut of such revocation or 



modification^ ygtr wOl from and aflet 
the said day carry into eflfect the above 
mentioned sections, which prohibit both 
the entrance of British vessels of every 
description mto the harbours and waters 
of the United Sutes; and the importa- 
tion into the United Sutes of any arti* 
cles the growth, produce, or manufao* 
tnre of the dominions, colonies, andde* 
pendencies of Great Britain; and of 
any articles whatever brought from the 
said dominions, ci»lonies, and depen- 
dencies^ — I am respectfully, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

Albert Gallutin. 
" To the Collector ef the C^stoms 9f 
the District of " 

ON THE PROCLAMATION. 

iFrom the National Intelligencer J] 
lie Proclamation of the President 
must relieve the public mind from much 
of the solicitude which it has lor soma 
time past felt. It announces the impor- 
tant fact officially ascertained, that" the 
edicts of France, violatmg the neutral 
commerce of the United States have 
been revoked, as to cease to have effi;ct,*' 
and in virtue of tlie unqualified direc- 
tions of an act of congress, declares all 
existing restiictions on the coimnerce, 
and vessels of France and her depeu* 
dencies, removed. As, however, no 
restriction exists with regard to France, 
except tlie exclusion of her armed ves- 
sels irom our ports, the principle effect 
produced will be in our tuvour, by the 
rtvucation of her decrees, by which we 
shall be permitted to carry on our trade, 
without any other annoyance fi'om her 
than is authorised by the established 
laws and usages of nations. 

It is itcarcely nejces^ary ta remark^ 
that the President in tins proclamation 
has strictly and literally pursued the 
track marked out by congress, having 
merely discharged u ministerial trust. 
A feeble stand has indeed been inade by 
a few warm partisans, who have con- 
tended, that so long as the French gu« 
vernment retained the sequestered pio- 
perty of our merchants, she evinced an 
indisposition ** to cease to violate the 
neutral commerce ot the United Stales." 
But, admitting the ffict, and concurring 
iully in the sentiment, that while she 
does retain fUnt property she coutinue* 
ta commit a flagrant injustice, does it 
prove in the very face of a solemn, offi- 
cial declaration, that she will not here- 
after change her course when she ex<> 
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flieitty sajs that she wHI f The schare 
•nd tef} nest rati on of our property, al- 
though it is liij^hly reprehensible, and 
will ixiqttrstionQblj present n solemn 
point or' discussion on our part, were 
Vrvt^ anterior tu the declaration revoking 
hcT edicts, and these Yery acts, so flu- 
jRrantly in riobtiou of our neutral com- 
Bierce, are those among others, which 
hj her dechiration, she pledges herself 
to eease commit rin^. }», after her de- 
rkiratkm, she hnd eoniinued to seive 
Mid sequester our pit)pertv, a correct 
suspicion would hare been excited, and 
k mi^tit well have carried her promise 
iiKo effiecL But she is not charged wtih 
•ny sttdi conduct. It has moreoycr been 
seen that the terms of the act ef congress 
are broad and imperative, k>oking en- 
lirelj to the future, and not clogging any 
vpfangements calculated to secure a re- 
spect ft)r our rights hereafter, by any 
pa9t conduct, however atrocious. On 
ikis head, ilierefore, the President be- 
ing vested with no discretioa coold exer- 
cise none. 

There is fmoiher question, one per- 
iecily distmct, which it may remain 
Irtreafter to settle with the French go- 
¥en»ment. By her resdndiog her edicts, 
ai¥f our withdrawing oar restrictions, the 
<|(restion of sequestered property is not 
pot to rest. It wiU still remain in its 
UiA force, and our claims on Iter justice 
sml hf>iK>ur will be unabated. May they 
net. iiKleed be strengthened f 

/l*lie circular of the secretary of the 
treasury discloses the neit step taken in 
ibis interesting concern. It declares the 
fttate of things which will three months 
hence exist with regard to Great Britain, 
|o case " she shall not have revoked or 
modified in like/manner, her edicts vio- 
lM'm% the neutral commerceofihe United 
States," according to the same act of 
cottgress, wbiph prohibits ** both the en- 
trance of British vessels of every descrip- 
tion into rhe harbours and waters of 
ttre United States, and the importation 
iirto the United ^ates of aii^ articles 
the growth, produce or manufacture of 
tl)e d(Hnini>»ns, colonies and dependen- 
cies of Great Britain, and of any arti- 
cles w hatever brought from the said do- 
minions, colonies and dependencies.'* 

This was a result too important to he 
passed over in silence by a government 
tiistituted for the protection of its citi- 
zens in alt their lawful pursuits. As so 
hir^e a portion of our ordinary trjide is 
^^rtif^fl MX vvjtb Great Briiaiii uud her 



dependencies^ it was proper that what- 
ever went tQ suspend it should be clearly 
stated, that every doubt on this head 
might be removed. Prompt as thb no- 
tice IS it will barely afford time for the 
merclnnis to give requisite insrruclionf 
to their agents in England, and to the 
merchants in England to avoid the pe- 
hnlry attached to an infraction o^ oar 
laws, in case she shall not revoke her 
orders. This official noti6cati<»n was 
further important, as it annminced to 
Great Britain and France the determi- 
natron of tlie executive to cirry the act 
of congress, with scrupidoirs g<»od faith, 
into eiftect. To the former it carries a 
serious appeal, chnuiing the same re- 
spect ff)r our nemrul rights as we bad 
experienced from our enemy, while to 
tbe latter it is a proof of our rjgid im- 
paniulity and paroose to act towards 
lier as we did to her enemy under cir- 
rtimstances in some measure annk^oos. 

Thus has the present chief magistrate, 
in the short period of eighteen months, 
had an opportunity by the most empha- 
tic Jind strrkmg displays gf impartiality, 
to shew hb unbiassed and inflexible re- 
gard to justice towards tlie two coloassl 
powers, whose deadly feuds so deeply 
disturb the repose of the world. In the 
arrangement with Mr. Erskine, this dis- 
position was shewn towards Great Bri- 
latn ; it is now similarly exhibictd to- 
wards France. The same measure that 
was dealt out to one is now e&teuded to 
the other. Men who are not the veryest 
slaves of party, must approve in ibis last 
instance, what they so warmly applauded 
in the former. 

Will England follow the example thus 
happily set by France ? If she has a re- 
gard to her clmracler, to her word, or 
for her interest, she musL Her diarac- 
ter caHs upon her to defend, instead of 
opposing, neutral rights; her word has 
been repeatedly pledged to rescind or 
revoke her edicts violating o»r neutral 
rights, as soon as France revoked ber's; 
niKJ ber interest requires her to maintain 
a good understanding with her best cus- 
tomers. These considerations ought to 
influence her. We cherish tl>e hone 
that they wilt But they may not. Siie 
may mistake lier interests, and in ker 
ill-founded hopes and cakukitions, too 
liitle regard her character and word, 
which may be sacrificed again oa the 
altar of a fahe necessity. Under the un- 
certainty which hangs on the future, our 
course is foritmatelv obvious. Lei oi 
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value her f^ood will, und by all proper 
mcMM ctiUinite it ; but let ti9 vuliiejus- 
tiet ftiU isore, auci be p^epared with 



alacrity and vigour to- assert oor rigbi« 
ae^ninst all a|;gressions upon tliein, let 
ihem cotne from what quarter they naj. 



MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 



PRO^RCUTIOHS FOR LIBEL. 

[Fhm DrahtnfsS4mHjordNew8, T)cc.7.] 
Wc !:v*t week adverted to the sen- 
tences passed by the Court of King's 
Bench on certain persons connected 
with the periodica! presu of the 
country* We then stated that Mr. 
LovELL, the proprietor of the Statct- 
wow, evening paper, was ordered to 
be imprisoned two years in Newgate, 
for publishing what has been adjudg- 
ed to be a libel on the military; our 
statement, however, was in (tart in- 
correct : Mr. Lovell's sentence was 
6nt years imprisonment for the 
strict urc*s on the conduct of the 
troops employed to couvey Sir Fran- 
cis Bwrdett to the Tower; and one 
ycar^a further imprisonment for a 
letter inserted in his paper, trans- 
mitted to him by the printer of a 
provincial journal, and signed by a 
Mr. Collier, animadverting on the 
tax-conimisiioners of Sal ford. The 
article respecting the soldiery was 
copied by Mr. Lovell, or his editor, 
or his printer, from the coliimr^ of 
the Day, a morning paper in the 
ministerial interat ; the printer 
and PUBtif^Ht^R of which (but not 
ihe proprietors) are also sent to New- 
fate for one year. — It is proper to 
bo noticed that this last has been a 
yery bnsy term with Sir Vicnry 
Gibbs, the prosecutor in behalf of 
the ministry. Besides Mr. Lovell, 
and the printer and publish<*»' of the 
i^jf^ he has sent to prison Mr. John 
Gale Jones, for twelve months, for 
ft lib^ on Lord Castlereagh's con- 
duct in Ireland, ffe has also been 
the instrument, under the Bishop of. 
Derry, to prosecute some half doien 
•f iievrspaper proprietors,' fur a HboT 



on his lordship. The paragrapk 
which the Bishop complains of states 
that his lordship had been gazetted 
a bankrupt, which it seems is not the 
case. Inasmuch as the paragraph 
is not true, it wants what we have 
always understood was a verye.<«seo- 
tial ingreilient in your genuine libel ; 
and moreover, if what Sir Richard 
Phillips states of himself be correct, 
(that he is worth B0,000l. when all 
his creditors are piiid COs. in the 
pound) we would rather at any time 
be a bankrupt than a bishop as to 
profit. The bishop, however, it turns 
out, does not half like the new ho- 
nour which the newspapers have a- 
warded him, and is determined to 
vindicate himself with a vengeance, 
for he has ordered prosecutions 
against all the newspapiTs which he 
cotild discover to have copied the 
paragraph in question, — most, or all 
of which, the reader is requested to 
notice, arc publications opposed to 
the present administration. The 
ministerial prints, if they have made 
free with the unlucky paragraph, 
have somehow or other atoned for 
their transgression. It has been in 
vain urged to the Attorney-General, 
that all of the newspapers, except 
that in which the original informa- 
tion of the bishop's bankruptcy ap- 
pi ared, are innocent as to intention ; 
having, in the common course of 
business, extracted it the one from 
the other. Every apology, e%Try 
explanation of the incorrectness of 
the statement, was immediately made 
by the great majority of persons now 
prosecuted ; a^d that before there 
was any word of a prosecution. But 
to all 'these representations a deaf 
ctr bis been hitherto hirncd: the 
t" 
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bish(^p, like the Jew in the play, 
stands for his bond, and all that we 
can say on the matter is, that he 
Jikes taerifiee better than mercy. 
Tastes differ, and we have certainly 
no right to qunrrel with his; but we 
must acknowledge that we do not 
admire it. 

We have stated that Mr. John 
Gale Jones has heen sent to prison 
for twelve months, for libelling Lord 
Castlereagh. A Mr. Finncrty, who 
is also inculpated in this affair, but 
who has not yet been brought up 
for judgment, some rime ago moved, 
by his counsel, that his trial might 
be delayed, to give him time to bring 
witnesses from Ireland to frove 
THE TRUTH of what had heat asserted 
of Lord Castkreaghy in the alleged 
libel. To this motion, made by Mr. 
Finnert/s counsel. Lord EUenbo- 
rough, the dief just key according 
to the report, replied — ^*' That no 
good could arise from granting de- 
lay on the ground stated, for that tf 
a writing were calumnious, its 
TRUTH did not prevent itfroni being 
tritninal," Of course the delay 
prayed for was not granted ; and in« 
deed, as Lord Ellenborough very 
justly said, no good to cither party 
could arise from granting it, seeing 
it was only wanted to afford an op- 
portunity of proving that, which if 
proved, would have no sort of influ- 
ence on the case, and was therefore 
perfectly immaterial. 

The reader clearly perceives, that 
the truth of an accusation made a- 
gainst a public man in his public 
capacity, is a matter of much conse- 
quence to the country, whose means 
arc at bis disposal, and whose for- 
tunes are influenced by his good or 
bad conduct : but then its truth does 
not prevent it from being a libel^ 
says Lord Ellenborough, and, tbere- 
ibre, unless a man be public spirited 
enough to prefer his CQuntry's liberty 
and interests to bis own, be will 
cautiously svoid tpuch^nKuDlbc do- 
lini|yncy of oi^]f^iiMUvilttui| bow« 



ever great lAay be his opportiyitties 
of doing mischief. Mr. Finnerty, it 
seems, did not, under these circum- 
stances, think it worth his while to 
defend himself; we do not think he 
decided rightly in this, but as be did 
not allow judgment to go by defisult 
from any dastardly principle, bis 
error, if he has committed one, Is 
but trivial. Mr. John Gale Jones» 
who was accused of giving further 
publicity to Mr. Finnerty 's accusa- 
tion, did defend, and he was found 
guilty. One day last week he was 
brought into court to receive his 
sentence, which was pronounced bf 
Mr. Justice Grose. This judgie 
prefaced it yrith some severe stric- 
tures on the atrocity of the libel for 
which the defendant was now to be 
punished. Among other rrmarb 
we find the following, which we be- 
seech the reader to regard with ear- 
nest attention ; always remembering 
that Lord Ellenborough bad before 
said, with reference to this very case, 
that the truth of the matter alleged 
against Lprd Castlereagh would not, 
if proved, prevent the allegatid 
from being criminal — ** You have," 
says the judge, " thought fit to 
charge his lordship with acting, is 
his high capacity^ from motives of 
personal ill will towards a private 
individual; and with having made 
use of his authority and influence 
as secretary of state^ to harrass and 
oppress such individual in a way 
wh ich, IF TRUE, would no; only rro* 
der him unfit to fm.l tHAT high 
STATION in which bchad been placed, 
but would prove him ome <f the msst 
base of' imhviduals,'* This is expliril 
enough, it must be confessed; bnt 
the learned judge, to render assa* 
ranee doubly pure, proccvded m tks 
same strain. ^ If it (the libel) vitl 
TAUE, no honmtroikwm^ wsMff^* 
mii himself to asmdaU tnik tht neik 
ferson UbtlUdJ^ 

The rcidw, doubtless, already sa* 
ticipates «ll that is nccessarv to bs 
said; nevertheless it is oof duty to 
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lcav6 nothhig undeckrpd wlifch the 
interests of the country require us to 
declare. — Mr. Justice Grose acknow- 
ledges tf^at Finnerty's chars^e against 
the then secretary of state, tj^true^ 
proved hftti unfit for his high statidn 
— that 18 to say, un6t to be one of 
the rulers of the kingdom ; ^nd how 
unfit may be estimated from what is 
added, that it would shew him one 
^tkt most bas^ efindividnah — a per- 
son with whom no honourable man 
^Dould permit himst4f to associate. 
And thi» is the char^je which^ ac- 
tordingtb liord Ellen borough's doc- 
trine, it k criminal to brings whether 
true or not!t That is to say, al- 
though we may know that one of the 
present administration,^— nine of those 
^ti now pos<iess sovereign power 
over the country, — has done that 
which renders him tfnfit for his high 
••tatioA^ and shews h*m in the light 
ef one of the basest of individuals, 
a perton* with whom no honourable 
Btan would permit himself to asso- 
ciatt, — it is cri?riinal to declare this ! 
It is crimmai to accuse this del in- 
tjoent!^ It is criminal to rescue the 
public from the effects of hrs mis- 
deeds I Although no honourable in« 
dividtial would associate with him, 
knowing his conduct, yet those who 
do know it must not proclaim what 
they do know, but must puffer this 
man who would, if exposed, be ex- 
pelled from society, to continue the 
ndx^r of his sovereign, to contami- 
nate him with his presence, to pol- 
lute the measures of the government, 
and ro exist the banc^nd the dis- 
grace of the country !*-This, reader, 
Is the law of Jiliel; — the law which 
not only hangs over the heads of all 
those connected with the press, but 
which every other day descends on 
some of them. 

It IS' far from following, from 
wiMit:Ave have said, that Lord Cas- 
tlereagh is really the man which Mr. 
Justice Grose said he would be jwere 
Mr; Finnerty^ charge against him 
If uej — but werehesuch araan, that is 

▼OL. VIII. 



to say, were the charge tfu^, we rfiust 
maintain that the statement which 
Lord Kllen borough formerly applied 
to bad authors, would apply much 
more forcibly to him as a bad minis* 
ter — namely, that it would be doing 
a great public service to write him 
down; but then to perform this pub- 
lic service we arc told is criminal,—^ 
and criminal it is in its effects, — for ft 
sends, not the culprit, but the persoti 
who detected him, to prison for one, 
two, or three years. If Mr. Finner- 
ty's strictures on Lord Castlereagh^s 
conduct are really criminal, although 
true, would it not have been discreet 
to have avoided dwelling on circum- 
stances which only prove that what 
is criminal in the eye of the law may 
be in the highest degree morally and 
politically meritorious? But the 
fact is, and we state it with confi- 
dence, that the law of libel, as at^ 
different limes explained by different 
judges, IS not only vague and fre- 
quently inconsistent with itself, — 
which we could excuse under certain 
circumstances, — but that according 
to its modern, as well as some of its 
former interpretations, it cannot be 
fairly reconciled with the existence 
of public discussion, to which right 
it ought to be perfectly friendly, and 
against the abuse of which it ought 
alone to direct its terrors. — The li- 
berty of the press' is abused when it 
is made the means of exciting unjust 
odium against a person, by publish- 
ing untruths against his character ; 
and we will add, that m our view it 
is abused, when the private vices 
and follies of individuals are held up 
to indignation or ridicule, from a 
motive of malice, and without any 
public benefit to be gained by such 
exposure. When this is the case, 
twelve rational men, forming a jury, 
will always be very competent to 
decide. 

It may amuse our readers, who 

are less immediately concerned iu 

the matter than we feel tiurselves to 

be, to trace the meanderings of the 

3 r ^ 
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law of libel in Tate years ; to shew 
them the steady rule of conduct 
which our great law expounders lay 
down to direct us netupaper-men, — 
as with a sneer we are sometimes 
called, in that honourable honse 
which was told by its own speaker, 
that it had done more to scandalize 
parliament and the nation, than had 
ever been done since parliament had 
existed ; and what our ancestors 
would have ttartled o/Z—ln the 
first place, a few years ago wc had 
a lord chief justice (Mansfield) who 
was kind enough to relieve juries 
from any trouble in cases of libel ; 
tclhng them that they had merely to 
find the fact of the publication, and 
that it rested with the courty to say 
whether it was libellous. This doc- 
trine was accordingly .put in prac- 
tice, and men were convicted and 
punishecT through its operation. — 
Then came an act of parliament, 
saying that the doctrine was a false 
one, and that Lord Mansfield had, 
as lord chief justice, mistated the 
law. In 1804, it was laid down 
from the bench that, by the law of 
England,' there was no impunittf to 
any one publishing any thing injurious 
to the feelings and happiness of any 
individual: but in 1808, we were 
informed by the same noble person, 
from the same seat, that the feelings 
of authors might be violated with 
impunity, as they embodied them- 
selvis in their works, and one of the 
nuifonK for consigning authors to ri- 
dicule and censure, was, that bad 
sif stems of government might be writ' 
ten down. AutkorSy mind ye ; — on- 
ly authors^ — make no mistake. A 
month or two ago time was refused 
to Mr. Finiierly to prove the truth 
of that which he had published 
against Lord Castlereagh, and last 
week one of the judges acquainted 
us iix pronouncing sentence against 
the publication, that had it been 
true it would have proved his lord- 
ship unjit for his station^ and one 
whom no honourable man would 



associate with. — It it not for us to 
remark on these apparent contradic- 
tions and inconsistencies ; but it 
may perhaps be permitted us to ask, 
of Lord Ellenborough, how, without 
incurring the penalty attached to 
the breach of the legal maxim laid 
down by his lordship, th&t imdtvidual 
feelings must not' be violated^ it is 
possible to do that which we are told 
wc have a right to do, namely, to 
censure and to invite the public to 
censure measures of state, which 
measures are adopted and executed 
by individuals ? — When this is an- 
swered, we have more questions to 
ask; in the mean time, when it is 
considered that judges difier among 
themselves in opinion, — and that 
they even occasionally differ from 
themselves: when it is' considered 
that, as in the case of Loid Man*- 
field, they sometimes mistate the law, 
we most all be impressed with the 
truth of the sentiment expressed by 
a writer in the last number of the 
Mhnthly Mirror. " The roagistrttt 
'* has more power than the law ever 
'' intended; he being, in too many 
'' cases, both judge and jury^ and 
" the last words he delivers, whether 
•* in favour of or against tbe prisoner, 
*• are frequently the only words thd 
** make tmy impression.*' 



PRESENT STATE OF RVSSIA, 
ITS INHABITANTS, liANNEBS, ic 

[From Dr. Clarke's Travels.] 



" Every day brought with iti 
new example of tbe sovereign's ai^ 
surdities and tyranny, which seemed 
to originate in absolute insanity. 
The sledge of Count Rasumofi^ 
was, by the Emperor's order, broken 
into small pieces, while he stood by 
and directed the work. The hones 
had been found with it in the streets, 
without their driver. It happened 
to be of a blue colour; and tbe 
count's servants wore ted livenfi: 
upon which an ukase was imncdh 
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ately published, prohibiting, throuj^h- 
out the empire of all the Russias, 
the use of blue colour in ornament* 
iwg sledges, and red liveries. In con- 
serioencc of this wise decree, our 
ambassador, and many others, were 
compelled to alter their equipage. 

** Coming down the street called 
the Perspective he p«»rceivod a noble- 
roan who was taking his walk, and 
had stopped to look at some work- 
men who were planting trees by the 
Emperor's order — '* What are you 
doing ?^ said he, "Merely seeing 
the men work/' replied the nobleman. 
" Oh, is that 3'our employment ? — 
Takeoff his pelisse, and give him a 
^de ! — There, now work yourself!" 

''But the instances were few in 
which the gloom, spread over a 
great metropolis,by the madness and 
nalevolcnce of a buspicious tyrant, 
was enlivened even by his ribaldry. 
— * If any family received visitors in 
the evening ; if four people were seen 
walking together ; if any one spoke 
too loud, or whistled, or sang, or 
looked too inquisitive, and examined 
any public building with two much 
attention ; they were in imminent 
danger. If they stood still in the 
streets, or frequented any particular 
walk more than another, or walked 
too fast or too slow, they were liable 
tbbe reprimanded and insulted by 
the police officers. Mungo Park was 
hardly* exposi*d to greater severity of 
exaction and of villany among the 
Moors in Africa, than Englishmen 
experienced at that time in Russia, 
and particularly in Pctersburgh. — 
They were compelled to wear a dress 
regulated by the police; and as every 
officer had a diil'erent notion of (he 
mode of observing thes^ r(*gulation!>, 
they were constantly, liable to be 
interrupted in the streets and publio 
places, and treated with imperti- 
nence. The dress conswted of a 
cocked bat, or, for want of on<% a 
round hat pinned up with three cor- 
ners; a long cue; a single-breasted 
•oat aod waistcoat; knco-buckks 



instead of strings; and buckles iti 
the shoes. Orders were given to ar- 
rest any person seen in pantaloons. 
A servant was taken out of his 
sledge, and caned in the streets, for 
having too thick a neckcloth ; and 
if it had been too thin, he would 
bave^mct a similar punishment. ^ Af- 
ter every precaution, the dress, when 
put on, never satisfied; either the 
hat was not straight on the head, 
the hair too short, or the coat was 
not cut square enough. A lady at 
court wore her hair rather lower in 
her neck than was consistent with 
the decree, and she was ordered into 
close confinement, to be fed on bread 
and water. A gentleman's hair full 
a little over his forehead, while dancw 
ing at a ball : a police officer at-< 
tacked biro with rudeness and with 
abuse; and told him, if he did not 
instantly cut his hair, he would find 
a soldier who could shave his head !^ 
— * To such excessive cruelty did 
his rage carry him against the au^ 
thor of an epigram,in which his reign 
had been contrasted with his mo- 
ther's, that he ordered his tongue to 
be cut out; and sent him to one of 
those remote islands, in the Aleou- 
tan tract, on the north-west coast of 
America, which are inhabited by 
savages.' 

" Some of the nobles are much 
richer than the richest of our English 
peers, and a vast number, as may 
be supposed, are very poor. To this 
poverty, and these riches, arc equally 
joined the most abject meanness, 
and the most detestable profligacy. 
In sen8uality,they are without limits 
of law, c<mscience, or honour; in 
their amusement always children ; in 
their resentment, women. The toys of 
infants, the baubles of French fops, 
constitute the highest object of their 
wishes. Novelty deli;rhts the human 
race, but no part of it seek for no- 
velty so eagerly as the Russian no- 
bles. Novelty in their debaucheries, 
novtlty in gluttony, novelty in cruel- 
tji novelty in whatever the^ pihue. 
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Tbi» is not tbe case with the lower 
class, who preserve their habits un* 
altered from one generation to aoo- 
ther. But there are characteristics 
in which the Russian prince and the 
Russian peasant are the same. They 
arc aU equally barbarous. Visit a 
Russian, of whatever rank, at hiy 
country seat, and you will find him 
lounging about, uncombed, unwash- 
ed, unshaved, half naked, eating 
raw turnips, and drinking quass. 
The raw turnip is handed about in 
slices in the fin»t houses upon a silver 
talver with brandy, at a whet be* 
fore dinner. Their hair is univer- 
sally in a state not to be described, 
and their bodies are only divested of 
vermin when they frequent tbe bath. 
Upon tbo&e occasions their khirts 
and pelisses are held over a hot stove, 
and the heat occasions the vermin to 
fill 1 off. it is a fact too notorious 
to admit dispute, that from the Em** 
pcror to the meanest slave, through- 
out the vast empire of all the Rus- 
sias, including all its princes, no- 
bles, priests, and peasants, there ex- 
ists not a single individual in a thou- 
sand whose body is destitute of 
vermin. An English gentleman of 
Moscow, residing as a banker in the 
city, assured me, that passing on 
horseback through the streets, he 
has often seen women in the highest 
quality sitting on the windows of 
their palaces divesting each other of 
vermin — another trait, in addition 
to what I have^ said before, of their 
resemblance to the Neapolitans. 

" The true manners of the people 
are not seen in Petersburgh, nor 
even in Moscow, by entering the 
houses of nobility only. Some of 
them, and generally those to whom 
letters of recommendation are ob- 
tained, have travelled, and introdu- 
ced refinements, which their friends 
and companions readily imitate. — 
The real Russian rises at an early 
hour, and breakfasts on a dram 
with black bread. His dinner at 
jioon*. Consists of the coarsest and 



most greasy viafids, tbe scorbutic 
effects of which are counteracted by 
salted cucumbers, sour cabbage, tbe 
juice of his tvicctiiiam, and his nee* 
tar, fttCMf. Sleep, wtiich renders him 
unmindful of h^s abject bcrviiude 
and barbarous life, he particulaily 
indulges; sleeping always after eat- 
ing, and going early to his bed. Tbe 
principal articles of diet are the 
same every where: grease and bran- 
dy. A stranger, dining with tbeir 
most refined and most accomplished 
princes, may in vain expect to see 
his knife and fork changi'd. 1/ be 
sends them away, they are returned 
without even being wiped, if ho looks 
behind him, he will see a servant spil 
in the plate which he is to receive, 
and wipe it with adiity napkin tore- 
move the dust, tf be ventures, (which 
be should avoid if he is hungry) to in- 
spect the soup in hh plate with too in- 
quistive an eye, he will doubtless dis- 
cover living victims in di^tress,wbich 
a Russian, if he saw^ would swallow 
with indifference. Is il no( known toi 
all, that Potemkin used to take ver- 
min from bis head, and kill them on 
the bottom of hi^ plate at table? and 
beauteous princesses of Moscow do 
not scruple to follow his example. But 
vermin unknown to an Englishman^ 
and which it is not permitted even 
to name, attack the stranger who in- 
cuiutiotisly approaches too near tbe> 
perscms of their nobility, and \itii 
him from their sofas and chajrs. If 
at table he regards his neighbourt 
he sees him picking his teetb with 
his fork, and then plunging it into 
a plate of meat, which is brought 
round to all. The horrors of a Rus- 
sian kitchen arc inconceivable, and 
there is not abed in the whole empire 
which an English traveller, aware of 
his Condition, would ventun? to ap- 
proach. There is in fact no degree of 
meanness to which a Russian noble^ 
roan will no| condescend. Toenume- 
rate tbe things of whicti we were eye 
'fitnesses, would only weary, and dif* 
gust the a'ader, I will end with cm, 
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" A hat bad been stokn 'from eur, 
apartmcnte. The servants positively 
asserUd, that some youn;; noble- 
p»en» >%ho had been more lavish of 
their friendship and company than 
ucre desired, bad gained access to 
the chambers in our absence, and 
carried off the hat, with soiwi other 
mi^vcables of less value. The fact 
was inconceivable^ and we gave no 
credit to it. A few days after, be- 
in^ U|)on an excursion to thjp Coir- 
vent of the New Jerusalem, forty- 
five versiii North of Moscow, a party 
of the nobles, to whom our inten- 
tion was made known the prect»ding 
evening, at the Club de Noblesse^ 
overlook us on horseback. One of 
them, mounted cm an Cn«>lish racer, 
and habited like a Newmarket 
jockey, rode up to the side of 
the carriage; but bis horse being 
somewhat unruly, he lost his seat* 
axHl a gust of wind carried off his 
C|ip. My companion immediately 
descended, and ran to recover it for 
tbo owner; but what, was his as- 
tonishment to perceive his own 
name, and the name of his hatter 
upon, the lining. It was no other 
than the identical hat which one of 
the party had stolen from our lodg- 
ings, now become a cap, and which, 
under its altered shape, might not 
have been recognized, but for the 
accident ^cre mentioned. 

" A dro^l accident befel two En- 
glish gei)tlemen of considerable pro- 
perty^ who were travelling for a- 
roasement in Russia. Thi»y were at 
Nicholaef ; and, being invited by the 
chief admiral to dinner, were placed 
a^ usual at the head of the table; 
where they were addressed by ,the 
well-known title of Milords Angloii, 
Tired of this ill-placed distinction, 
they assured the admiral they were 
not lords. ' Then prcy^* said their 
hp»t, * %ohat rank do you possess?' 
Tihe lowest Russian admitted to an 
admiral's table possesses a certam 
degree of rank ; all who are in the 
KTvice of (he i;ro\vn are noble by 



Aeir profession; and they' cannot 
comprehend the title of a mere gen» 
ileman^ without some specific titlo 
annexed. The Englishmen replied, 
however,, that they had no other 
rank than that of Einglish gentlemen* 
' Bui ffoar titles? You must have 
some title /' No, Kaid they, we have 
no title, but that of English gentle- 
men. A general silence, and many 
sagacious looks followed this last de» 
claration. On the following day 
they presented themselves again at 
the hour of dinner, and were taking, 
their station as before. To tbeir sur-. 
prise they found that each person 
present, one after the other, place<i 
himself above them. One was a ge- 
neral; another a lieutenant; a third 
an ensign ; a fourth a police-officer ; 
a fifth an army surgeon ; a sixth a 
secretary ; and so on. AU this was 
very well ; they consoled themselves 
with the prospect of a snug party aC 
the bottom of the table, where they 
would be the further removed from 
ceremony : but lo! when the dishea- 
came round, a first was empty; a^ 
second contained the sauce without 
the meat; a third the rejected offals 
of the whole company ; and at length 
they were compelled to make a scan- 
ty meal upon the slice of black 
bread before them, and a little dirty 
broth from the humble tureen, bc^ 
hind whose compassionate veil they 
were happy to hide their confusion, 
at the same time being more amused 
than mortified at an adventure into 
which they now saw they had 
brought themselves by tbeir unas- 
suming frankness. Had either of 
them said, as was really the case, 
that they were in the service of hi* 
Britannic Majesty's militia, or mem- 
bers of the Associated Volunteers. of 
London, they would never have en- 
countered so unfavourable a recep- 
tion. 

After relating a boastful conversa^ 
lion held by a Russian prince upon 
the ease and happiness which hi i 
slaves enjoyed, whom he des(?ribet4 
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i(in exactly tlie sort of language used 
by the West Indian slavenirivers,) as 
liaving * relief in sickness, refuge in 
calamity, and a comfartable asylum 
in their old age/ and whose situation 
his highness was pleased (again bor- 
rowing a topic from our West ladi- 
-ans) to contrast with that of English 
peasants, our author adds :— 

**' 1 had seen the peasants of this 
nan, according to his own pathetic' 
discourse, '* in sickness, in calamity, 
and in old age;" and it is wolf 
known to every person present, that 
their " relief and Tt»fuge" was in 
death, and their ** asylum" the grave. 
Smother nobleman assured me, that 
the greatest punishment he inHicted 
, upon his slaves (for he professed to 
have banished all corporeal chastise- 
ment) was to give»them their liberty, 
and then turn them from his door. 
Upon further inquiry, I discovered 
that the slaves of this very man fled 
from their fetters, even if there was 
m certainty of death hefore their ryes, 
rather than remain beneath his ty- 
ranny. Grtat indeed must be the 
degree of vippression which a Ros- 
•sian will not endure, who from his 
cradle crcmches to his oppressor, 
and receives the rod without a mur- 
mur. — Other nations »peak of their 
indolence — which Js remarkable, as 
no people are naturally more lively, 
-or more disposed to employment. We 
-may assign a cause for their inacti- 
vity : it is necessity. Can there ex- 
ist incitement to labour, when it is 
certain that a tyrant will bereave in- 
industry of all its fruits ? The only 
property a Russian nobleman allows 
his peasant to possess, is the food he 
4;annot, or will not, eat himself — 
the bark of trees, chaff, and other 
refuse — quass, water, and fish oil, 
Jf tht slave has sufiicicnt ingenuity 
to gain money without his know- 
ledge, it becomes a dangerous pos- 
ffession ; and, when once discovered, 
ialls instantly into the hands of his 
Tord. A peasant in the village of 
Hklo Mvlodjf^ near Moscow, who had 



been fortunate enough to scrape to- 
gether a little wealth, wished to 
marry his daughter to a tradesnwB 
of the city; and for that purpose, 
that she should be free, he offered 
fifteen thousand roubles for her li- 
berty — a most unusual price of free- 
dom, and a much greater sum than 
persons of his class, situated as he 
Was, will be found to possess. The 
tyrant took the ransom ; and then 
told the father, that both the girl 
and the money belonged to him ; 
and therefore she must still continue 
among the number of his slaves! 
What a picture do these facts af- 
ford of the state of Russia! It 
is thus we behold the subjects of a 
var.t empire, stripped of all they pos- 
sess, and existing in the mo't abject 
servitude; — victims of tyranny and 
torture — of sorrow and poverty— of 
sicknens and famine. Traversing the- 
provinces south • of Moscow, the 
land is as the garden of Eden; a 
fine soil, covered with corn, and ap- 
parently smiling in plenty. • Enter 
the cottage of the poor lal)Ourer, 
surrounded by all these rich^, and 
you will find him dying with hun- 
ger, 6v pining from bad food ; and in 
want of the common necessaries of 
life. Extensive pastures covered 
with cattle, afford no milk to him. 
In autumn, the harvest yieWs no 
bread for his children. The lord 
claims all the produce. At the end 
of summer, every road in the south- 
em provinces is filled with caravans, 
bearing corn and all sorts of provi- 
sions, every produce of labour and 
the land, to supply the lords of 
Moscow and Petersburgh ; and tht 
markets of these two capitals, which, 
like whirlpools, swallow all that 
comes within their vortex with never- 
ending voracity. Can there be a 
more affecting sight, than a Russian 
family, having got in an abundant 
harvest, in want of the common 
stores to supply and support them, 
through the rigours of their longan<l 
inclement winter? Let Us hasten 
from its coolcmplaiion |^p.QTp 
o 
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ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 



THE ENGLISH GOVEHNMBNT, AFTER A LONG AND RUINOUS WAR 

▲GAINST WHAT THEY CALLED JACOBINICAL PRINCIPLES^ 

LIKELY TO BECOME THE PATRONS OP TUOSB 

PRINCIPLES IN FRANCS. 



Ma. Editor, 
I have in my thiec last letters 
considered the infractions of the con- 
stitution which resulted from the 
proceedings against the Printer of 
the Cambridge Intelligencer, against 
Mr. John Gale Jones, ahd Sir F. 
Burdett, all of whom were punished 
for an offence determinable at com- 
mon law, without conviction by the 
judgment of their peers, that indis- 
pensable and inalienable privilege 
attached by the charter of the land 
to the free(lom of an Englishman ; 
and I find, by an account in the 
London papers, that a number of 
persons have lately held a public 
meeting to celebrate the benefit de- 
rived oy several innocent persons 
from this inestimable mode of trial, 
at a time that a cruel persecution 
was carried forward against them by 
the minister of that day, for prose- 
cuting with more sincerity than him- 
self the object of Parliamentary Re- 
form. The persons alluded to were 
John Home Tooke, Esq. Mr. Tho- 
mas Hardy, and others, who cer- 
tainly owed the preservation of their 
lives to this — the most equitable and 
most impartial mode of trial that 
ever yet was invented; and it is cu- 
rious to remark how much this mode 
of trial was in favour among all free 
nations, for we find it among the 
Francs and Burgundians upon their 
establishment in Gaul and Germany, 
and that it prevailed among the 
r; reeks; and that it was adopted 
from them by the Romans, Doctor 
Pettingal has proved in his very 
learned discourse; but I refrain from 
entering into particulars, though I 
think it proper just to advert to these 
circumstances by way of satisfying 



the reader that this institution is 
most intimately connected with our 
freedom both civil and 'religious.—* 
Had Mr. Pitt been able to do that 
which had formerly been done in this 
country ;— -had he dared to try these 
men by a high commissioned court, 
such as the court, of star chamber, 
or that at York, where Lord Strafford 
presided, and where he made that fa* 
mous speech brought against himself 
afterwardson his own trial ; — " That 
*• he would let those people see, 
'^ (meaning the people who claimed 
'' the privilege of this mode of trial 
*^ by the common law) that the little 
*^ Jingtr of the kmg was heavier th^m 
" the Iwm 9f the law f— Had Mr. 
Pitt, I say, dared to issue such a 
commission to a court of his own 
creation, and composed (as it would 
in that case have been) of such men 
as the late Mr. Windham, the gen- 
tleman who libeled this constitu- 
tional mode of trial by the epithet 
of acquitted felons, --had the fate of 
Mr. Tooke, Mr. Hardy, and others 
been submitted to the determination 
of such judges, doubtless those pcr- 
son8,instead of being well and amonor 
their friends as at present, would 
have been hanged, drawn, and quar- 
tered, and their I odies long since 
devoured by the crows and magpies. 
Here then we have before our eyes 
a striking.evidence of the inestimable 
advantage of Trial by Jury^ in a 
free country particularly; for let 
It be well noted that in a despotic 
country the want of such an institu- 
tion is not so great; had Mr. Tooke, 
and the other persons alluded to, 
been born under an arbritary go* 
vernment, where the people pretend 
to no rights, they never would havo 
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been tempted to meddle with poH- 
tics ; they never would have thought 
about reforming the representation 
of the third branch of the loghtlature, 
which ID England U the right And 
property of th« people ; they would, 
therefore, have had no cbnte&t with 
the government, and any that they 
might have had with their fellow- 
citizens would have been indifferent 
to it ; for in matters between A. B. 
and C. D. — in all contentions, in 
fact, where such governments them- 
selves are not concerned, they are 
generally proud of exhibiting tokens 
of impattiality and justice. The 
trial by jury, therefore, i* peculiary 
necessary in a free government to 
defend the citizen against the over- 
bearinc; influence of men in power, 
and the liberty of the press is equal* 
ly so, for of what use is it to give 
the people rights if they dare not 
assert them ? Men arrive at the 
same point by very ditfcrent roads, 
some are circuitous, others direct; 
no person of sense who knows that 
a rugged and precipitous mountain, 
or a deep and' dangerous morass in- 
terposes between him and the place 
he wishes to arrive at, would think 
of taking the straight w^y to it: the 
Institutions established by our free 
ancestors in favour of liberty,, are 
impediments of this nature in the 
way of ministers disposed to attain 
arbitrary power; they therefore make 
use of artifice to evade and circum- 
vent what they dare not oppose in 
front, they travel by indirect by- 
paths, and crooked and concealed 
•ways, to reach that object, which in 
some other countries is attained at 
once by means that resemble en- 
chantment. We behold, in such 
places, a tremendous huge figure, 
making great strides like :be giant in 
bis seven league boots, crushing the 
poor people like insects under his 
feet, and pronouncing the words sic 
VofOf sicjubeo, at the sound of which, 
hy a kind of magic spell, all op- 
'posUion disappears; now as Billy 



Pitt had not such a pair of boots to 
put on, though he would have liked 
of all things to travel in them, as 
their wear even is prohibited in this 
country, he was obliged" to take dirty 
roads, and to plunge through roud 
and mire, such as would have dfs- 
gusted a less arduous adventurer, in 
order to reach the object of bis 
wi^hl•8. — And what was the objrct 
of Pitt's wishes? — It is indeed, but 
too evident, that as this minister ob- 
tained power by pretending to he the 
champion of reform, so was it his 
grand object, when vested wtih pow- 
er, to prevent that reform. Horac 
Tooke, and Thel wall, and Hardy, he 
would have gibbeted if he coulcC not 
because he had any mortal enmity 
towards them, but bi'cause be want- 
ed scarecrows for the purpose of his 
gpvernroent, he warned some hido- 
ous exhibitions, to increase the po- 
pular alarm — he wanted to make 
some practical illustrations of his 
doctrine, that it is ** better to bear 
** the ills we know, thaji to fly to o- 
•* thers that we know not'of :" — to 
make the people, in short, l)elieve 
that if they applied a remedy to 
abuse, removed even one single sine- 
cure placeman, the consequence 
would be that the whole edifice 
would tumble to pieces; that re- 
form was a thing which when once 
begun, could nover be stopped, and 
all reformers alike, all acting from 
the same principle, and working to 
the same end, namely, anarchy and 
bloodshed. By a constant repel it ion 
of these doctrines, he not only 
plunged the nation into the most ca- 
lamitous war it ever experienced, biit 
he also endeavoured, by the aid of 
the juggle of law, and the help of a 
venal press, continualy representing 
the reformers of Great Britain and 
the Continent, as men imbued with 
the same sentiment, to induce tbe 
nation to sacrifice to its fears theio- 
nocent persons above named as dan- 
gerous innovators. Future ages «tU 
xead with astonisbmeot, that a ai- 
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pistor, who had himself been an ad- 
vocate for parliamentary reform, 
•bould have dared to brifixg men to 
trial for their lives, again*>t whom 
nothing; could be proved but associa- 
tions for that laudable purpose. — 
What astoni^ihing audacity to deem 
that a crime worthy of death in ano- 
ther person, which in himself was 
not criminal, but praiseworthy ! If 
this extraordinary transaction exhi- 
bits the arrogance of a man intoxi- 
cated with power, it discovers also 
the safeguard which the trial by jurif 
affords to humble innocence. It was 
maintained that these persons in- 
tended their projects beyond parlia- 
mentary reform," that their views 
were the same as those of the French 
jacubins, &c. hut all this Was 
grounded on implicatitm, not proof, 
and though it might have satis^ed a 
high commissioned court, formed of 
the creatures of a minister, yet an 
honest jury disdained to take avyay 
it)e lives of their fellow-citizens on 
ZVic\i constructive treasons ; yet this, 
^nd this only must have been Pitt's 
j^ope; he and his attorney-gen ral 
inust have well known that they 
Could not prove treason against these 
men by the law of the land; their 
j^nly expectation then must have 
]^-en that a jury, scared out of their 
lober senses, at the phantom held up 
\o them of French jacobinism, would 
take these constructive treasons for 
Xeal ones. So then Mr. Editor, we 
have lived in times when the very 
imputation of being a jacobin was 
sufHcicnt to bring a man's life into 
danger, suflicient to expose him to 
the risk of terminating an honour- 
able career with ignominy at the 
gallows! — But how Sir stands the 
case at present? A most wonderful 
alteration indeed has taken place: 
this same character of a French 
jacobin which a few years ago was 
every thing diabolical pi^rsonificd, is 
iiO.w become an object of eulegium in 
prints known and acknowledged to 
Jk) under the influence of ministers. 



The following wa* published in the 
Courier, the X8lh of last month : 

** The flight of Luclen Bonaparte, 
" the state of war in which Napo- 
" leon stands with most of his family 
" and coadjutors, justify hopes of 
" the downfall of his power from the 
" rebellion of his instruments. — Lu- 
•* cien flown from his tyranny; 
" Louis flown from his tyranny; the 
" quiet Joseph buffeted about from 
" Italy to Spain, forced to remain 
" among a sea of terrors; Jerome 
" bereaved of his l^ve; the stupid 
" bully Murat incapable of giving^ 
** assistance; the legitimate wife di- 
** vorced, her family consequently 
'* full of resentment and revenge ; 
'* Fouche and other main instru- 
** ments disgiaced, thus exciting the 
** suspicion and disgust of others 
" equally necessary ; — This is a si- 
" tuation of affairs highly dangerous 
" to Bonaparte, which the adoption 
•* of Bcrnadotte as King of Sweden, 
" of Berthier as-King of Poland, and 
•* of Massena as King of Portugal, 
" may not be able to counteract.— 
•* Incapable of finding ruffians suflfi- 
" cient in his oivn family for hit 
*• kings, — incapable of having legi- 
" timate children, whatever he may 
" call his bastards begotten on a 
" princess of Au'Jtria, he may rave 
** and swagger and dictate; but it 
•* is evident that circumstances con- 
" spire against his designs; and that 
•• they are likely to frustrate the 
" views of this splendid villain^ not- 
" withstanding all his triumphs in 
*• the field.— In all he does there 
** is nothing of piamanence : he is a 
** destroyer merely, and were he to 
** die, the whole would stand still 
** for want of a din^ctor. — ^Thc open 
*' defection of his family and friends 
" give rise to the hope that his ty- 
*• ranny may provoke a |>owerful 
" purty even in his own palace to 
" overthrow him ; such a party 
** would and could only consist of 
" the friends of liberty, called the 
«♦ jacobins T Hear this mlnisto* 
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rial hireling! hoar him, I say: — " the 
^^ friends of liberty called the jaco- 
*' binsT What think you of this, 
gentle readi T? Did you ever expect 
to sec the day whc» French jacobins 
should be called in a government 
newspaper printed in London, the 
friends of liberty f But let us hear 
him. — *' Were they (meaning the ja- 
*' cohins)* to rise masters, and for 
" such an event the t^ovemment of 
^* this country should he prepared^ 
** ic would be the enthusiasm of the 
'* spirit of freedom that would alone 
** give them stren<;th and success/' 

Indeed, Mr. Courier^ this defini- 
tion of French jacobinism cannot 
pass without a remark. It is the 
enthusiasm of the spirit of freedom, 
is it? So then, Mr. Ilorne Tooke, 
^^^. Hardy, and Air. Thelwall, and 
others, were very near being hanged, 
in iWnfree country, for having been 
only suspected of the enthusiasm of 
the spirit of freedom ! But we wiil 
hear you out. Sir. — " Experience 
** would deter them as well from re- 
" no wing the wild horrors of Robes- 
*' pieiTo's reign, as from continuing 
** tht military tyranny of the Corsi- 
** can usurper. The necessary coii- 
" sequence of the accession of such 
** ;i party to power would be great 
*' wodcration and circumspection ; 
^* and it is more likely they would 
** brmg back the Bourbon family 
** on conditions, to strengthen ihem- 
** selves than any other party: nay^ 
'* it is likely that they would re- 
** ttimnce foreign conqnests, bending 
** \\wn exvrtions and henetolence (pray 
" mark this, reader!) to the amclio- 
^' ratren of France singly. Such a 
'* cliajige would be hailed by the 
** British government, encouraged, 
*' and assisted. What ! assist the 
" jacobins I our stupid royalists 
" would exclaim I — Yes, any change 
•* in France must be for the belter; 
" DO change can be effected uithout 
" a party ; and no party has sufli- 
" cient strength for the purpose but 
*' that of the jacobins. Perhaps this 



" would be thought too great a tri* 
** umph for the English jacobins, 
" who might become dangerous at 
" home. Fear not ! the moment the 
** ruling party in France not only 
" ceased to hi;* our enemies, but be- 
" come on good terms with us, from 
" that moment the English jacobins 
** would execrate them. Our home 
" JHCobins sympathise with every 
" thing that is in opposition to the 
" English government and establish* 
" ments, which they wish to destroy, 
" place but the friends of freedom in 
*' France m amity with this counlr)', 
" and one half' of the opposition, 
** with nearly the xchok of the Birr- 
** dettites will become their enemies* 
Bravo ! Mr. Courier. So then 
there is still ht)pes of counter-revo» 
lutionizing France! and this must 
be done by a party, and no party 
but the jacobins' is fit for that pur- 
pose. After warrinig seventeen yean 
to destroy jacobinism, we must, I 
suppose, war another seventeen yean 
to restore it. If you do not directly 
tell us that there is an actual intrl* 
ligence existing between the Frencfc 
jocobins and our ministers, you at 
least entertain expectations of such 
an event taking place, and do all 
you can to recommend it : the dis- 
position on this side the water It 
pretty obvious ; and if the French 
representations are deserving of any 
credit, some steps have been taken 
by Mackenzie towards opening an 
intercourse of this kind; for com- 
plaint IS made by them that the 
above gentleman has been tntrigning 
in France, that he has abused the 
indulgences granted him of making 
excursions from Morlaix into the 
interior of the country, that be had 
actually formed correspondences ; in 
short, that no one could have be« 
haved worse, since he even set at 
defiance the civil authority, &c. I 
do not pretend to say, Mr. Editor, 
that this representation of the Frefich 
is correct ; but ii has been printed 
in the Moniteur, and conscqnenliy 
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circulated in France, whore the Cou" 
Tier finds its way also ; and what 
must be the consequence of these 
two corresponding accounts being 
r<»ad by the French nation, who 
dread nothing so much as another 
revolution? Must it not indih|>o8€ 
all who do not wish to troud back 
again the same 8t(*ps, towards t'ntci^ 
taining any communication with 
England ? Must it not prevent that 
conciliatory disposition from taking 
place that must necessarily precede 
that peace which it produces. Will 
not the French say it is better for us 
to have foreign war than internal 
dissention ; we have excluded En- 
gland from the continent, she can 
no longer expend her gold in subsi- 
dies and coalitions ; she is confined 
to the ocean ; k*t her reign on her 
own element, whilst Europe may 
supply its wants with^ts own pro- 
ductions, and be at peace ; but if 
you admit the English commerce, if 
you makd peace with that country, 
you will open a door to new plots 
and intrigues^ subsidies and coali- 
tions, jacobin conspiracies and civil 
•ivars. 

Surely, Mr. Editor, this must have 
A tendency to reconcile all the peace- 
able pi^ople on the continent to the 
privatiui) of coff^'c and sugar ! It 
must operate as a bolt to bar our 
nianufacturers from being able to 
introduce again their merchandize 
upon the contimint ; and I should 
not be surprisifd it we have our own 
words retorted upon us, when to the 
demand made by the French to ne* 
gociatc a peace, Mr. Pitt replied, 
that they were incapable of main^ 
iaining the relations of peace and 
amity : for on what ground did Mr. 
Pitt then persuade the nation to re- 
ject peace? Was it not under the 
pretence that the nation would he 
inundated by French missionaries, 
and political intriguers, who would 
stimulate the disatfi'cted in this coun- 
try to rise up against the govern- 
;uent ? And is not thi> what the 



Courier is now doing? Is not that 
very subverting conduct now avowed 
by what is commonly called a go* 
vernroent newspaper ? I do not be- 
lieve that the editor of the Courier 
receives the pay of Bonaparte ; bu( 
this I am sure of, that were be his 
hireling, he could not more efTec- 
tually promote those measures by 
which that profound politician and 
victorious leader is laying the foun- 
dations of oyr ruin, as well as those 
of the future grandeur of his own 
country: he could not more effec- 
tually contribute to that continental 
exclusion wliich must paralyse the 
industry of England and give new 
Irfe and energy to the commerce Oif 
France, — which must ere long ren- 
der our West India islands as barren 
as the Hebrides, and even our east- 
ern pos.sessions of trifling import, 
when the d4*mand for the pro<luct of 
those countries is confined to our 
own consumption. Our territorial 
possessions in India ar<^ saiid to he 
attended with an expence that ab- 
sorbs their revenue; and. if the tra- 
• ding company of Lead6nhall-street 
are excluded from the continental 
market, their traffic will become 
little better than an ungracious com- 
|)etiti6n witn the industry of our own 
manufacturers. 

What objections can now be raised 
against parliamentary reform? It 
was the subtle policy of Pitt to 
evade this question by rhe exhibition 
of French JMCobinism dressed up like 
a hobgoblin with raw head and 
bloody bones. The excesses of a 
few hired rutfians in France, who 
were actually paid for their buicht^ 
rits {where the money came from 
(taicn hcst knuw^J were not only in>- 
j)i5led to every man who was not a 
royalibt in that country, but who 
aUo made a reflection upon all who 
wishefl to restore to the people in 
xhUy that free representation which 
is their indisputable right: — by this 
diabolical artifice, and a subtle on« 
it wab, more deeply connected witk 



Digitized by Google 



4lS The English Gcremmcnt ^c, — Resofviions, Peiiiions, tfC. {diCV 



the transkctions of the continent 
than many people are aware of, was 
parliamentary reform stifled for that 
time, but at the expence of many 
millions of money, as well as thou- 
tands of lives: it was then evaded 
on the pretence that the time was 
not proper — (that is, it was made 
not proper) — for the occasion, but 
what pretence can now be set up, 
tvhen even French jacobins are al- 
lowed to have profited by that expc-- 
rience afforded for their instruction 
by somebody or another 9^^\^hnx pre- 
tence can now be set up, when even 
those men are supposed to be inclined 
to bend their exertions and benevo- 
lence to the amelioration of their 
native land } Would to heaven that 
our legislators would follow the ex- 
ample of these patriotic jacobins, and 



likewise exert thdr benevolence fotit 
hmehoration of their natite land ! I 
should be $;)ad to know what Mr* 
Home Tooke ^ays to this ! — What a 
satisfaction to him to have lived to 
read such sentiments in a jjovern- 
ment print ! — What a satisfaction lo 
every Englishman to refl<-ct, that 
had it not been for the trial byjvry^ 
that gentleman would have suffered 
for no other offc'nce on earth, but 
the bare, unsupported imputation of 
taking example by people who meant 
to ameliorate their native land^ and 
who would have dtme it, too, peace- 
ably and quietly, had it n6t been 
(or the apprehensions entertained by 
the corrupt politicians of other coui^ 
U'ies« 1 am, kc. 

Timothy Trucmait. 
Devonshire f Nov. 50, 
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CoTjNTT or KENT. 
&n Monday^ Oct. 22rf. jmrsuant to 
the requisition of a most respectable 
number ef Trteholders of the conn^ 
iy of Kent ^ the high sheriffs James 
Burton Esq. convened a meeting of 
the county at Maidstone. 
At one o'clock the high fihcriffpre- 
aented himself on a hustings erected 
in the front of the Market Place, 
and exhorted the mot ting, as it va- 
lued the honour of the couniy, lo 
give to every gentleman who should 
•tfer himself to their attention, a can- 
did and patient hearing. It was on- 
ly by such a correct demeanor he 
would be enabled to return a fair 
*nd impartial decision of their sen- 
timents. He had further to acquaint 
them, that he had that morning re- 
ceived a letter from their highly re- 
•pectcd member, Mr. Honytvood, 
expressive of his regret, that conti- 
aucd indisposition alone prevented 



hire from personal attendance that 
dny, to assist in furthering that great 
<»bject, to which he was most friend- 
ly, as well from a sense of duty as 
of inclination. A substaiitial and 
constitutional reform he would ever 
support, as the best remedy for the 
many political evils under which the 
country suffered. 

This communication of Mr. Ho- 
nywood was received with consider- 
able approbation, 

Mr. Bodges then came forward 
and addressed the meeting. Free- 
holders of Kent, I believe that it lis 
now very generally admitted, indeed 
1 may say it is almost universafly 
felt, that the dangers which affi^ 
our country, and the many grie- 
vances of which we complain, can- 
not now be remedied, or even palli* 
ated by the common and ordinsTy 
process of a c^a^nge of ministers.— 
That process ha& been trl^d 1>^YI^ 
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over ^tim, and oar condition, inn 
«tead of mefidmg, hes for a consider- 
libit; time been most Imncntably on 
the di'cHne. Indeed the pressure of 
Ihe fniblic calamity is sbch, public 
jiope has been so often disappointed, 
ihat lljere prevails throughout the 
'country an absolute indifference as 
■to the persons best fitted to conduct 
^c public affairs. To what causes 
*r<* we to attribute this public apa* 
thy on so important <in occasion ? 
Not to any fei ling ubroad-thaft rbere 
exists any want of talents amongst 
political characters; 1 believe for 
the last fifty years, there hove been 
in 'the various administrations of the 
country, men of the most enlighten- 
ed minds, gifted with great talents 
'^nd possessing very high accomplish- 
nients ; yet the condition in place of 
i>eing alleviated is considerably im- 
paired. — No, it is not the deartb of 
great political intellect, but it is the 
most lamentable deficiency of pub- 
lic honesty that has produced our 
•sufferings, and that aggravates their 
continuance. For what did the im- 
mortal Camden at his day honestly 
pronounce, when be declared, that 
from the progress of corruption, so 
general was the public distrust, and 
BO extensive the indifference as to 
Itatesnllen, that ministers would be 
free from all restraint, that they 
might set themselves up above all 
contrunl, and with safety defy every 
opposition. Td that state I fear we 
are now at this moment reduced, 
'suffering the calamities which that 
great man so long predicted. But 
though degraded, we are not yet, 
thank God, without a lawful reme- 
dy. If, indeed, we were so reduced, 
our situation Mould be desperate in- 
deed. But let us not despair, whilst 
we have within our reach a remedy 
of true English growth, which, by 
emancipating the house of Commons 
from ministerial bondage, shall place 
the representation in such a situa- 
tion 89 will prevent the recurrence of 
' |b<9e<caucei wh^ch h^ve led to our 



present datigcrom and degrading de» 
generacy, That remedy is opposed 
by some ^m unnecessary ; by othem 
its adoption is feared as a dangeroiB 
novelty. With respect to this ob- 
jection" on the score of novelty, 1^ 
us review the many illustrious states- 
men by whom it w»s mo§t zealously 
recommended. The immortal Chat' 
ham predicted that the rotten boroughs 
wovid not amwive the last cemury^ 
and that 4mle$i the ^humsc %f Cafrnmom 
should 'rtfwm itself from mthiuy st 
would be ref&rmed with a ve:tjgeamie 
from withouil In 17^, his 'son, 
Mr. Pitt, also, declared, th«tt with- 
-out parliamentary reforia, ithfc na** 
tinn would bi*. plunged into neW'Wars; 
that without it the country ' would 
not be safe against bad roiiMstera; 
and that good ones would be of no 
u^e. I now ask of you to deten&ine 
whether the events of the last 25 
years have not furnished the best 
commentary upon this prediction? 
Sir William Rlackstone» and sure)y 
he could not be charged with denx)- 
cratic principles, asserted that the 
spirit of the English constitution 
was in favour of a more extended 
representation of the people. Wo 
have the authority of Sir William 
Jones, though last not the least re« 
spectable, in support of that reform, 
to which he devoted the great powers 
of his mind, and on which he has 
bequeathed a most valuable treatise, 
as the best legacy to his beloved 
country. 

With respect to the other object 
tion of reform being unnecessary, I 
must say that sqch a field of discus- 
sion is so unlimited, that I at thit 
moment could not v<»nture to tres- 
pass upon kind attention by a de* 
tailed review of all the argument* 
opposed to this assertion. Sure ( 
am that it rests upon the <>ame weak 
grounds, and is equally futile as 
those upon the score of novelty 
which, I trust, I have successfully 
com batted. But I beg leave to ask 
every freeholder prcscut, whether he 
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conceives hit liberty and property 
|u9tly secured, »olon|(as we have a 
liouse of Commons completely under 
tbe Influence of the minittry — hold- 
ing at their disposal an expenditure 
of seventy millions a year — holding 
parliament itself in a state of thral- 
dom, in perfect disregard of tho«e 
salutary checks which have in bet- 
ter times existed, and which our 
Ibrefathcrs were weak enough to 
cansider amongst the most estimable 
'%ranches of the British constitution. 
Put the enemies of reform toll us, 
that our measure is to be reiisted, 
because that constitution must not 
be altered. Against such, an infe- 
i^ence I protest. The British consti- 
tution, in my apprehension, unfolds 
Iwo principles — one of spirit — the 
other of form ; in some degree re- 
sembling those of soul and hody in 
animal life. Now, the spirit, 1 con- 
ceive, to be unalterable, but the 
form capable of being corrected, 
amended, and improved, according 
as its palpable decay, or deviation 
from its original purity render such 
reform necessary. Will then the 
enemies to reform venture to declare 
Ihat such a deviation has not taken 
place? Will they say, that the 
H>rms of our constitution are not at 
this moment opposed to its spirit, 
and that in \x% most essential princi- 
ples tbe Briiish constitution has not 
/been impaired, mutilated and abu- 
sed ? If such a change has taken 
^lace, and who can deny it, is it, I 
ask, a crime in us to call upon the 
band of wisdom to apply the neces- 
sary correction? Every motive that 
£an influence man, believe me, gen- 
tlemen, demands that prompt and 
efficacious improvement. Yes, hut 
•ur opponents shelter themselves un- 
der the pretext that they cannot ac- 
cede to our wishes, because they 
know of no plan of reform, as pro- 
posed to which they can agree. Sir 
Francis Burdelt's delineation of the 
reform he proposed, they opposed^ 
^'cause it was too theoretic apd ex* 



feasive, and not suited in their minds 
to the exigencies of the times. Yet 
we find the same men equally hostile 
to the Imposition of the honourable 
Mr. Brand, a proposition whic^ 
nan owed the question of reform, 
and which at once presented a praiS 
tical remedy to the gross abuses 
which we are all anxious to redress. 
The truth is, and a lamentable 
source of complaint with the coun- 
try it IS also, that the bouse of 
Commons seems determined even 
not to entertain any discussion upoa 
a question upoq which there ia not* 
an honest man in the country but 
holds a diffident opinion from tflat 
branch of the legislature. They ap- 
pear not only determined lo oppose 
any specific plan of reformation, but 
to stifle, if possible, the discussioo 
itself. But if Englishmen are only 
true to their own best interests, 
there is in the expression of the pub- 
lic will ^ voice powerful enough to 
compel even parliament itself to ac- 
cede to that great measure, which 
sound men feel to be essential to tha 
salvation of their country. From my 
soul I bi^licvc, that if any of the 
many plans of reform which bave 
been submitted to the consideration 
of parliament had been honestly and 
promptly adopted, incalculable be- 
netil would have resulted to the 
country, and many of its present 
awful calamities been averted- Tbit 
is my sincere conviction; I have 
felt it my duty to declare it in the 
face of this county. I can have no 
objects of vanity or interes: to grati- 
fy — the sense of what the public 
prosperity demands has been my or* 
ly impulse. If we can be gratified 
in the necessary and laudable object 
that we this day seek, public cop* 
tentment will be the unfailing cop- 
se(|uence. . And, in answer to thois 
who oppose the claims of the people, 
under the pretext that the just in- 
fluence of the crown would be diay-^ 
nished, I reply in the words of a 
concludipg pa^gc of i^o addim 
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presented by tbe honsc of common^ 
itself in 1783, to his Majesty, " that 
the throne's best security consists in 
a free, uninfluenced, unfettered, in- 
dependent house of Commons.** 

Mr. Hodges then read the follow- 
inv petition, amidst the most mark- 
^ demonstrations of applause, from 
one of the best conducted public 
meetings that was ever witnessed : — 
*• We ihe inhabitants of ilie couuty of 
Kent, in full rf)unty meieting nsstfmb1e(f, 
conscious uf the rights we possess ofad- 
dressingand petitioning jour Ironourable 
^honee upon all poblic nfftyrs, oiid im- 
pelled by a his;h sense of the duty we 
owe to ourselves and to our cout^try, 
beg leave to lay befme you uur opinions 
and sentiments on the prusent defective 
state of the representation o( the people. 
** To the wifdom and jnstire of tlje 
origioal tlesign of convening in parJiu* 
loent Ukb representatives of the people, 
to deliberate and co-operntft with the 
•pvereign and the peers upon ever}- ques- 
tion ofnationni concern, we give our uh* 
qunliHed approbation ; but v« hen we 
lake into our consideration the decay of 
some boroughit, once proftperous and 
well peopled, the rise Hiid iiourishing con- 
<|iti6«i Ot'oilierit, formerly of lit He note; 
when we reilecc upon the e6fects of tlie 
heavy and insupporiuhle expeitce of elec- 
tionsjwbich closes the doors of your hon. 
house fo many of the best friends of 
their country, and robs it of their faith- 
^1 service; when we think of these 
thingt, we are of opinion that your hon. 
house is at tlib rime, by no roetuis a fair 
representation of tiie people; and fiom 
Ihe manner in which a large portion of 
the individual members obtain and se- 
cure their seats in your hon. house, we 
cannot but infer, that that high and sa- 
bred office, intended for the public ser- 
vice, 'is frequently sought for and pro- 
cured by unconstitutional means, and is 
too oftco perverted from its original de- 
ttgn, and rendered subservient to pri- 
vate ends. To this cause we ascribe the 
greatest part of the national calamities 
we have to deplore. The mean princi- 
ples, and narrow views which have too 
wng governed the councils of the cabi- 
net, the fnlsearobition and little intrigues 
of its luembers, the continuance of a 
8y»tem of expenditure lavish beyond ex- 
ample, tlte many disgraceful expeditions, 
in wbich the blood and treasure of our 



country bav« brHi too prodigally ^cwmi^ 
the decisions of vonr boik. hmise in difccC 
opposition to the general sentiments of 
the nation^ the unwillingness hitherto e-« 
vinced by your hon. house to promote 
inquiry tuto, or correct abuses in the r«« 
presentation -->» an unwillingness whicli 
cannot fail to excite oar distrust and Uv 
diminish the respect we owe to the nam« 
and functions or your hon. house.*- And 
we deplore particularly one instance of 
this uawilliogness, of which we fooH^ 
plain, in your rej«;ctioo of a motion made 
in the last session of parliament, by ono 
of the members of the couuty of Hertt 
—as tbut motion, had ft l>een adopted 
by your hon. bouse, must necessarily 
have brought before your committee 9 
full inquiry into the present defective 
state of the representation of the people, 
and thereby have led to a substantial re^ 
form in the Commons house of parhV 
ment, so essential to the salvation of the 
state, by restoring to us a iVee cohstitu* 
tiou, that inestimable inheritance, trans*' 
mitted to us by the wisdom and mtrepi- 
dity of our ancestors. 

*' The times demand this open avowal 
of our sentiments, and in the languagi^ 
employed to convey them, we intend no 
disrespect; though we are persuaded; 
that no words can be too strong to ex* 
press our feelings upon this occasion. 
Therefore, we most earnestly entreat 
your hon. Iiouse to undertake, before it if 
too late, in a true and cordial spirit, tlie 
measure of reform, upon principles which 
by conciliating the affections of the peo- 

Eie, and long restoring to your honoura^ 
le house its due weight and character, 
may rescue our country from domestic 
discord, and secure it from the foreign 
foe, give stability to the throne, aud 
perpetuate the constitution." 

Mr. Foot then rose and addressed 
the meeting. Wore we met toge?- 
ther to discuss some abstract ques- 
tion of policy — some dilhcult theory 
in the art and mystery of governmcr»t 
I should not presume to intrude my- 
self upon your notice ; but the sub- 
joct of our address is a most simple 
one. The grievances we complain 
of are common to us all — the re» 
medy we -seek is obvious. Wo are 
anxious for nothing new — it is iho 
CQUstitution that we seek for— th« 
constitution, as established by the 
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fation of King, L6r^s, and Coniikon» 
«-th« comtitution of the statute 
bdoks. It is with no common atox^ 
ftty we request, that parliament wTlf 
in its wisdom adopt some measure 
calculated to support its Qwn honour 
and vindicate itK own purity. fVc. 
HMh thai iome rfiectual method nw^ 
If TtBorted to, to prevent the recur- 
fentk of scenes so disgraceful as those 
fa)hich hqte during the two or three 
iast MeuiottSt been exkihitcd to the eyes 
^ an astonished and insuUed people. 
We wish to see the timo when cor- 
ruption shall be no longer avowed 
and advocated, and when ministerial 
imbeolity shall cease to be protected 
by ministerial majorities. W^ wish 
to sec the time when the guardians 
of the public purse Khali diiiburse 
with wisdom, what they grant with 
Caution, and when the great ma- 
chine of the state shall be worked, 
not for the ambition or interest of 
the governors, but for the happiness 
of the governed. It is from an ex- 
tension of the right of voting from 
freehold to copyhold property — it is 
from increasing the number of mem- 
bers in a due proportion to the po- 
pulation of boroughs and of counties 
— it is from efficacious measures for 
ihe reduction of the enormous ex- 
pence attendant upon the present 
•ystem of election, that we shall ob- 
tain this object, so congenial to the 
principles of Englishmen. Gentle- 
men, I presume, and I think 1 pre- 
sume fairly, that this is the sum and 
substance of our wishes, and to wishes 
so reasonable, it would at first sight 
seem difficult to suppose an opposi- 
tion : but, gentlemen, the creatures 
of administration, the minions of 
office, the expectants of emolument, 
are embodied in firm phalanx against 
us. The contest in which we are 
engaged is arduous. Self- interest is 
dead to the voice of reason and of 
truth, and to talk to the borough-mon- 
ger of reform, and to the hireling of 
retreucbmcDt, were, indeed, *• to 



bluster to the ocean, and to whistle 
lo the wind.'^ Against this merce- 
nary host of foes we have to oppose 
the unanswerable argument of com-* 
mon sense, supported in the first in- 
stance by the countenance of this 
most respectable meeting; and, in 
the next, by the unanimous exer- 
tions of independent men of all de- 
scriptions and of all parties, whose 
opinions are dictated by reflection, 
and who are steadfast in the judg* 
ments they hrve formed. Let us 
then keep the grand specific of re- 
form constantly in view — l<H us no|» 
be lulled by hope, or dispirited by 
disappointment. Our sober voices 
may at first be stifled by the yell of 
corruption, and our requests may at 
first be denied by prejudice and by 
power. Let us, however, be true to 
ourselves. Let us never swerve even 
for a moment, and our final suctrs< 
must be the result. The march of 
justice may be slow, it is neverihe- 
lesb sure. Ours is the cause of jus- 
tice, and it will, believe xaQ^ ulti- 
mately triumph. 

Mr. Cox called upon the freehol- 
ders to unite heart and hand in the 
great cause of reform ; the system of 
venality had so far prevailed^ as to 
require steady and uniform exertions 
to resist it. It was a system which 
had hitherto triumphed overall law, 
and bid defiance to every public 
principle. It had succeeded in con- 
cealing from their beloved King the 
real sentiments of his faithful people. 
He trusted that the result of that 
meeting would set the example lo 
England, and that their gracious 
monarch would at length beunde- 
cieved ; hitherto petttions intended 
for the royal ear were consi|(ned to 
the office of some state secretary, 
and then transferred unopened to the 
butter shops \ the present ministers 
had abused tlie confidence they had 
by a trick gained from the public 
delusion, and how had they rewarded 
that confidence? Mr. Perceval, wbo^e 
brother^ hurd Arden, took pearif 
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?4,090 pmndn wt of the pockets o/" 
the peopie ; this Mr. Perceval, the 
clerk of the irons, or the clerk of 
the mint, he did not know which 
to call him, had toM that people 
upon whose hard earnings he and 
his family maintained thoraseives — 
he had told the people that Mr. 
Hunl*s pillage of J?00,000l. of their 
rnoncy \\m bui a misapplying of 
that monry ; but he would a^k 
them if it was any thing el^ic than 
public robbery ? He concluded by 
filing on the freeholders to be at 
• once steady and temperate. In the 
present crisis the advice of no man, 
however humble, was to be scorned. 
lie would conclude by telling them^ 
In the languugi' (►f the ptK't, that 

When dai»gerK call and delegates are 
iner 

Suge couttsel should not come with 
tardy feet; 

For in the crisis of our country's fate. 

He merits death v\ho gives advice too 
late. 

The question was then put by the 
sheriff, that the petition, as read by 
Mr. I lodges, be presented to the 
house of Commons'. — It was carried 
in the affirmative unanimously, 

A freeholder then proposed three 
cheers for the hitijh sheriif; which 
proposition w;i^ immediately con- 
ceded to, and carried into effect. 

Mr. Ryder then rose anil moved, 
that the petition be left for signatures, 
in the d^fll»rcnt towns of the county 
of Kent; and that a committee be 
appointed to carry into execution 
the objects of this meeting ; and that 
the^persons whose names are to the 
ref|\mUion do constitute said com- 
miliee, with the power of enlarging 
the number of said committee. 

Mr. Foot, before the question was 
})Ut by the sheriff, said, that he was 
AUKious to remind the freeholders, 
that one of their representatives. Sir 
Edward Knalchbnll, (then in his 
r3e) had not held up his hand Hi 
favour of the petition which they 
had bO recently adopted. He, on 
the contrary, bad opposed that pe- 
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tition ; and he, Air. Foot, was not 
at ail surprised that the hon. baro- 
net bad opposed it ; indeed he should 
have been surprised if he had not, 
such an opposition was only consis- 
tent with the general public conduct 
of that hon. baronet, which had 
been, he was sorry to say, nnifbrmly 
in opposition to the sentiments of his 
constituents. 

Sir E. KnatchhuU replied with 
considerable warmth. He said that 
when he first saw the advertisement, 
legally convening a meeting of the 
freeholders of the county, he, as 
one of their representatives^ had felt 
it his duty to attend. He did attend; 
antj since he came his conduct was 
before the eyes of his constituents. 
The petition proposed had been read, 
and when put by the sheriff it had 
been ituanvnnmljf adopted ; and yet, 
.notwithstiindiniT that undisputed ex- 
pression of unanimity^ the pcTson who 
spoke last (Mr. FtM)t) had had the 
assurance of charging hiip with hav- 
ing opposed that proposition. He 
bad dared to charged him (Sir Ed- 
ward) with bavins; opposed what he 
had supported. He had only to say, 
that the charge was false — that that 
gentleman had been guilty of assert- 
ing an untruth of one of their mem- 
bers, and in the face of that mem- 
b<T*s constituents. He called up<m 
him (Mr. Foot) to retract it. He 
(Sir Edward) would proceed further, 
till he called upon hiAi to retiact it. 

Mr. Foot admitted his assertion^ 
and contended for the truth of it on 
this ground — the question before the 
meeting had been in substance this 
— " Those who are for the p<iition 
hold up their hands, those who are 
against it keep them down." He 
had his eye on the hon. baronet, and 
heafBimed that that hon. baronet 
kept his hand down. 
^ Sir £. Knatchbull, with unabated 
warmth, repeated his former assertion, 
and said, that if the gentleman would 
not retract his assertion, he would 
leave to that gentleman all the p ' 
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v«te satitifaction that could be de- 
rived from the consciouj*ness of hav- 
i9g uttered in the face of the count j 
an untruth of one of its members. 

Sir William Geary thought it not 
a little extraordinary, that one of 
their members who had just spoken 
had not said one word in the course 
of his warm speech upon the great 
question that had brought them to- 
gether. The hon. barunet had not 
conveyed to his constituents any one 
opinion upon the great question of 
reform, lie now calK-d upon the 
bon. baronet^ as one cj" the represen- 
tative of the county, to state his 
sentiments frankly atu) decidedly. 

Mr. hydcr required the same ok- 
planation, and asked if he would 
present the petition which had just 
been voted ? 

Sir E. Knatchbull replied, that he 
would feel it his duty to present the 
petition that had been adopted by 
the meeting. He had nothing to 
reproach himself with. He had all 
along ncted'upon the dictates, and 
rewarded by the approbation of an 
honest heart. He might have erred, 
but they had been the eriors of 
judgment, and not of intention. — 
Otntlemen, said Sir Edward, I do 
not shrink from telling you, that 
the great trust which you have com- 
mitted to my hands, has not been 
betrayed. I have discharged my 
duty to you with fidelity and inte- 
grity. 

Mr. Lark in f next addressed the 
meeting, and asked if the hon. Baro- 
net, in the cioud of his professions, 
had said any thing bearing upon the 
present question? He wished to 
inow if the hon. baronet would now 
pledge himself to support iu the 
bouse of Commons the petition, of 
which he had there approved, or at 
least had not opposed. In fact,all that 
bad been yet said by th<* hon. baro- 
net amounted to little more than si- 
lence as to the subject then bi'fore 
them. What had been the conduct 
•f that huu. baronet upon every 



question respecting a reform in pai^ 
liament ? He had upon every occac 
sion proved himself a bitter enemy 
of reform. He would ask the hon. 
baronet if he had ever given one vote 
for entertaining the niere dtscussioQ 
of the question } There never j^ iad 
been a- question affecting the peofU9 
liberties in which Sir Edward Knatck- 
bull xvas not found to be either their 
opponent, or to evade his public dmtf 
by absentinf^ himself from the discus^ 
sion altogether ! In stating this h« 
(Mr.Larkins)made no vague charges* 
He might cite some of -the cases to 
which he alluded if it would not 
lead hjm into too tedious a detail.— 
He would ask then, what was the 
vote of the hon. baronet upon the 
investigation of the Duke of York's 
public conduct? Was not the de- 
Hnquency of the accused party pro* 
ved so clearly, that if the same 
proofs had been laid before a jury, 
and that they had returned so iniqui- 
tous a verdict they would have beco 
scouted from the hall of justice witb 
indignation? In that county, he af- 
firmed, that ninety-nine out of on« 
hundred of the inhabitants were up- 
on that occasion of an opinion op- 
posite to the vote of the bon. baro- 
net. Another momentous question 
was that of the Walcheren expedi- 
tion — never had there been an expe- 
dition planned with more imbecility, 
or conducted with more ignorance. 
It had been the fruitful source of 
triumph to the enemy, and disgrace 
and discomfiture to England, lie 
would ask the hon. baronet how he 
had voted upon that question, and 
what were the feelings of political 
honesty which influenced his vote 
upon that memorable occasion ? Id 
fact, he had never proved himself a 
friend to reform. 

Sir W, Oeary approved of the pro- 
position now before them^of placing 
the petition in different parts of the 
county conveniently for signatures. 
He had heard the speech of the hon. 
baroncty and he had drawn hb owt 
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conclusions from it — the result of 
them was, that he did not think it for 
the honour of the county to allow 
a man to present their petition who 
did not mean to support it; or who, 
at least, shewed that he had not 
the candour of an Englishman, to 
tell his constituents how he would 
act, or whether he would oppose 
them or not. He would move that 
the hon. baronet should not present 
the petition, but that their worthy 
representative, Mr. Horieywood, do 
present the same to ihe house of 
Commons, ami Mr. Honey wood on/j^. 

Sir £. Knatchbull expressed him- 
self friendly to reform in general, 
but had never yet seen any plan he 
could approve of. 

Mr. Kt/der said— " Sir Edward, 
how did you vote on the charge pre- 
ferred against my Lord Castlcreagh,. 
for a traffic m the sale of those seats f 

Sir £. Knatchbull-^'' Do you ex- 
pect an honest answer ?" 

Mr. Rj/der — ^ if you please, Sir 
Edward," 

Sir E. Knatchbull^" Then I de- 
clare, upon my honour, in the face 
of the county, that I do not now 
renaember whether I was cpon that 
^occasion, in the house or not." 

Mr. Bridges thought with the 
great Lord Burleigh, tJiat England 
eould be ruined only by a parliament, 
and therefore the safety of the coun- 
try depended upon the purity of her 
representation. He recommended a 
steady perseverance, which must ul- 
timately prevail, and approved of 
the petition being so placed as to be 
subscribed by as many signatures as 
•possible. Witlmut a reform tn pat' 
moment, he sincerely vms of opinion, 
that it was of little consequence to the 
country who was minister, 

Mr. Honywood (son of the mem- 
ber) stated, that he bad just come 
from his father, who, he assured 
the meeting upon his word, was con- 
/iaed with so severe an attack of the 
'gout, as to be obliged to use crutches; 
l^ui that he had commissioned him 



to state, that he went along with his 
constituents in the greatcause of re- 
form with all his heart and soul, 
and that if he were living he would 
go lo the house and present their pe- 
tition, though he should do so even 
upon hi«« crutches. 

Sir fV. Geary*s motion was then 
carried unanimously, as was also .a 
vote of thanks to the high sheriff, for 
his liberal and independent conduct 
in the chair. He expressed his warm 
acknowledgment for the honour con- 
ferred upon him ; when one of the 
most ortii'vly and bost-conducted 
meetings witnessed for some time, 
broke up. 



SIR WILLIAM GRARY'S LETTBH 
ON PARLIAMENTARY ERFORM. 



To the Editors oftheKaUish 
Chronicle, 

Oxen Heath, Bee. 4, 1810. 

Sirs, — It would have been a high 
gratification to roe, to have stated 
at the late county meeting, held at 
Maidstone, the means, which to my 
mind, appear adequuteto bring about 
that reform in parliament, which 
was there decided upon as necessary 
by an unanimous vote ; but a con- 
viction that a popular meeting is ill 
calculated for the discussion of the 
detail of a subject, restrained me at 
the moment. — The means which ap- 
pear to me as sufficient to secure 
this great national object are these : 

1st, — ^That in all boroughs the 
right of voting should be in the in* 
habitants paying rates or some tax, 
proving an equivalent occupation.—^ 
That their numbers must amount to 
not loss than five hundred. — ^That 
the number of voters paying rates, 
or some tax, proving an equivalei^ 
occupation, should be returned to 
parliament every three years, and 
that any deficiency should be mad« 
up from the adjacent villages, — ^That 
all boroughs at present inhabited by 
k'Sis than &yc hundred paying raU;f 
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or some taxt proving an equivalent 
occupation, shall be disfranchtscd. 
and their members added to the 
great town« not having the elective 
franchise, and to London and West- 
vninstcr. 

2d, — ^That the poll for counties 
be taken by the districts in which 
the justices act in their petty session. 
-»-The sheriff to appoint a sheriff 
depute for each district, who shall 
meet him with the polls of their dif- 
ferent districts at the county town : 
and from these polls he js to make 
his return. — Every voter to vote in 
the district in which he resides ; bis 
freehold to be registered in the district 
in which he resides, and also in the 
district in which the freehold is si- 
tuated.— A voter, being a non-resi- 
dent in the county, must vote in 
the district in which his freehold is 
situated. 

3d, — All voters to vote by ballot. 

4th ,r- Pari laments to be triennial. 

By increasing the number of vo- 
ters in boroughs, and voting by bal- 
lot, corruption would be annihi- 
lated : the honest voter might exer- 
cise his franchise without fear of 
ruin^ and the dishonest voter would 
not be able to barter his country's 
interest for bis own ; as no one 
>rould bribe a secret vote.-^By vo- 
ting by districts in counties, elec- 
tions would be held without expence; 
and candidates, who possess talents 
for business, and feelings calculated 
to maintain the honour of parlia- 
ment, to su|^port a good administra- 
tion, and to oppose a bad one, would 
never be wanting in this country. — 
The voting by ballot is requisite to 
the freedom of election. — ^That par- 
liaments should be triennial, is es- 



sential to the spirit of representation; 
— 1 have now stated what appears 
to me to be an easy remedy to a 
great and flagrant national evil. — I 
have stated a plan uf reform in par- 
liament, which at the same time, I 
think, is moderate and radical. If 
I am mistaken, I trust justice wiU 
be done to my motive. — After the 
active part 1 have taken, as one of 
those who called the county mcc'ting, 
I have done but ray duty in making 
this statement. — Some men, firon 
the best motives, (car the discusuoa 
of this subject in the present situa- 
tion of the country. I own I fear 
the consequence of not discussing it. 
— ^The conquests on the continent 
should deeply impa^ss upon our minds 
this political truth, that the victo- 
ries of a foreign foe are easy, when 
a poople are rendered indifierenl to 
the honour and glory of their coun- 
try, by the imbecility of their poli- 
tical state. — ^The evil to be remedied 
is of a radical nature — it s^trifces at 
the root of all principle. — ^The bai- 
ter of ministerial patronage for par- 
liamentary influence is now notoriotis 
and established: — it extends through 
all professions and all departments 
of the state — a bar to merit, and a 
reward to corruption ; thereby dimi- 
nishing the salutary e^cts and con- 
sequences of the prerogative of tho 
crown, weakening the legitimate 
power and energy of the executive 
through all its branches ; and uhi^ 
mately influencing and destroying the 
check of the democratic part of the 
constitution — the vital principle of 
liberty in our system of gDvemjneDt< 
I am. Sirs, your humble servant, 
Wm. GsAaT. 



PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 



Vmrtday, Nov. 29. 
Siidi was the curiosity of the public 



this da^, that the doors of both boiBCS 
of parliament werf beset at an earl? 
hoar, and the avenues crowded wi» 
multitudes befere the bumen i 
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ced. At half-past thrte o'clock the Lord 
Chancellor took his seat on the wool- 
sack, when the Bishop of Killaloe took 
the oaths and his seat. And Lord Ba- 
ron Thurlow being called by letters pa- 
tent, creating hira Lord Thurlow, of 
Thwlow, in the county of Suffolk, (be- 
ing introduced by the buke of Norfolk, 
{)receded by the Herald at arms, anil 
ed in between Lord Moira, as Baron 
Hastings, and Lord Walsingbain,) took 
the oaths and his seal. 

At five o'clock, a very nnmerons and 
unusual number of Peers appeared in 
their seats, and iti a sliort time after 

Earl Cmnden, as president of the coun- 
seJy moved, that the report of that 
b«ard which he held in his hand re- 
specting their examination of the phy- 
sicians attending on his Majesty, rela- 
tive to the state of his Majesty's disor- 
lier, &c. should be laid on tlie table. — 
The <}i]estion was pot, and his lordship 
hud it OB the table. 

On his Lordship's motion it was read, 
and was precisely the s.^me as that de- 
livered by Mr Secretary Ryder in the 
house of Commons. — [See Commons.] 
t The Eari of Liverpool ihKn rose, and 
called the attention of their lordships to 
the subject of tliat report. Me observed 
that it diverged into three piincipnl 
points, namely, the incapacity of the 
monarch to attend to public business, 
the amendment in his disorder, and the 
confident hope of his recovery. Toese 
being the princip.*^! subjpcts ot that re- 
port, he submitted that any proceeding 
of parliament at present, respecting any 
kind of change, would be both impolitic 
and indelicate. His lordship took a re- 
trospective view of the occurrences which 
took place in the year 1788; at that 
periocl he observed that there was but 
an adjournment of four dny!», but then 
the adjournment of fbrir days was an 
act of necessity. His Majesty had been 
then a roach longer time indisposed than 
he is at present. At that time the phy- 
eicians had no hope of amendment, 
whereas at this day they express the 
most confident hopes of bis recovery. 
-••His lordship concluded by moving, 
^' That this house, at its rising, <|o ad- 
journ until Thorsday die IStb day of 
December next.^' 

On the motion being put, 

Ewl Spencer rose, ijis lordship said, 

be came down to the house under the 

InU expectation that his Majesty's mi- 

mU0n WQttM pot havje ventured to ba^e 



adfourned their lordships to m distait 
a day. He thoughfthat the house .woukl 
not be dischnrgmg its duty either to 
their Sovereign, \o their couutry, or to 
themselves, if they separated without 
first appointing some authorised body to 
inquire legally into the actual state of 
the Monarch's health ; he therefore mo- 
ved, that ^ a select committee be a^ 
pointed to examine the physicians at- 
tending his Majesty, and report the said 
examination to the houhe.^ 

Karl Afuira supported the amendraenr, 
anil spoke nt considerable kngth. 

Lord Harrombjf, in a speech of grent 
length, supported the original motion. 
His lordship having made use of an ex* 
pression which went the length of decla- 
ring, that, whilst a regent exists, the 
Kin^ is set aside, « 

Ixjrd Grenvilfe got up with very great 
warmth, and called the noble lonl to 
order, and complained of the unparliii- 
mentary l.-mguage which conve)ed it, 
saying that it directed a most unfouuded 
imputation on those who opposed the 
adjournment. 

A conversation arose between Lord 
Harrowby^ Lord Holland^ Lord Gren" 
villey and the Marquis of ul^com^ by 
way of explanation, but it did not end 
in mutual satisfaction. 

Lord Holland then, in a very enerfpe- 
tic appeal to tbe wisdom and policy of 
the house, called upon ihem to oppose 
the motion for delay, and concluded an 
excellent speech in stating that he would 
support both the amendment and tbe 
principle of it, as so elegantly elucida- 
ted hy the noble lords, who m support 
of it, had spoke before him. 

Tlie house then came to a division oa 
the amendment: 

Contents 5(S 

Non-Contents . . 88 

Majority^ — 32 
The original motion wan then carried 
wittiout a division, and the house ad-^ 
jouriied to tbe 13th of next month. 
Thursdui/^ Dec. 13. 
The house met about a quarter befiir^ 
four oVIock. 

About five the Earl of Liverpool rose, 
and adverting to what he had *atd on 
the 21)ih of last month, when he moved 
the former adjournment, observed that 
he had then stated, that if on this day 
there should not he reason to hope for 
his Majesty's speedy recovery, he should 
feel it his duty to propose some measure 
to the house. * There wa$ then^ and there 
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9iiU ensted, a confident expectmtUm rf 
ftis Majesty^B recovery ; but there was 
Boty onfortunatelvy that advance in his 
M(ije&t;f'8 recovery which could warrant 
khfn hi proposin}^ another adjournment. 
He, therefore, felt it hi» duty, in con- 
formity with the precedent of 1788, to 
move," That a select committee be ap- 
pointed to examine the physicians who 
have attended his Mnjebty during his 
iUnes9, respecting the state of his JVla- 
jesty's health, and to report sooh exa- 
mination to the house/' 

This motion was put by the Lord 
Chancellor and agreed to. 

It was then moved by the Earl of Li-^ 
%erpoofy that the committee consist of 
91 1/ords, and that each Lord should 
deliver in, before the sitting of the house 
to-morrow, a list of *21, for the forming 
of such committee. Also that Dr. H. 
R. Reynolds, Dr. Sir H. Halford, bart. 
Pr W. Heberden, Dr. R. D. Willis, 
. and Dr. M. Baillie, should attend the 
bouse (o morrow ; and thut such of them 
as were in attendance on his Mi^esty 
iQ-morrow, should attend the boose on 
Saturday. 

The Duke of Norfolk was proceeding 
to observe upon the motion for ordering 
the attendance of the physicians to-mor- 
row, on wliich day only the coimnittee 
W&s to be formed, when 

The Earl of Liverpool observed, that 
according to the forms of the house, the 
physicians who were to be examined be- 
fore the committee must be sworn at 
the bar of the house. At the sitting of 
the house to-morrow, the lists would be 
referred to a committee of the whole, 
to ascertain what lords were appointed 
en the committee, and then the com- 
mittee would proceed in such manner 
as should appear to them most advisable. 
The motioi\s were severally agreed to, 
knd on the motion of the Earl of Liver- 
pool, the house adjourned till to-mor- 
sow. 

Friday, Dec, 14. 

Earl Ctmiden reported to the house 

- the names of the noble lords who had 

been chusen on the committee for the 

examination of bis Majesty's physicinns, 

as follow t— 

Archbishop of Canterbury 

Duke of Norfolk 

Archbishop of York 

Earl of Moira 

Lord Greuville 

Duke of Montrose 

liord EUenborooglt 



Earl Spencer 

Marquis of Lansdownc 

Lord Eldon 

Marquis Wellesley 

Bishop of London 

Earl of Harrow by 

Lord Sidmouth 

Eari Camden 

Earl of -Westmorland 

Marquis of Aberoorn 

Earl of Buckinghamshire 

Earl Powis 

Earl of Liverpool 

Lord Redesdaie 
The Earl of Liverpool tbeo moved, 
that the committee should me^ to-mor- 
row, at 12 o'clock, and that eight be a 
quorum, with privilege to adjuora as 
they should think fit. — Adjourned. 
Monday, Dec, 17. 
The Ij}rd Chancellor took his seat oa 
the Woolsack about the usual hour, and 
several Peers attended. Ko proceed- 
ings took place, nor was any <»miiurai- 
cation made from the committee ap- 
pointed to examine the physicians at^ 
tending his Majesty ; and their lordships 
adjourned till Wednesday. 

On Wednetday the Report of the phy- 
sicians was presented to the house, and 
on Thur$day it was taken into conside- 
ration. After some conversatioo it was 
understood that no material step woold 
be taken in the business by mintstefi 
till they were informed of the proceed* 
ings of the Commons. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS, 



Thursday, Nov, 99, 

Mr. Secretary Ryder informed the 
house, that it was again assembled un- 
der the same unhappy cii cumstances 
which they had before so much reason 
to deplore. He then presented a copy 
of the examination of his Majesty's phy- 
sicians, and begged leave to have the 
report read. 

The Speaker stated, that it was tbea 
in the power of any member to ask soy 
question relative to the paper presenttd 
to the house. 

Mr. Tiemey expressed a strong objeO" 
tion to the receiving any paper witboot 
an order from his Miyesiy, as it wat 
palpably derogatory to the dignity of tht 
house to allow the obtrusioo of any pa- 
per unsanctioned by the royal autbonty. 

The Speaker stated, that upoa tke 
journals of the year 1788, . a cin^^* 
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sUBce precisely analogous wasiecorded, 
8nd uo objection whatsoever made. — ^ 
The paper was then received nem^ con. 
and ordered to be read. 

The substance of Dt*'Re^noM opi« 
nion WAS as follows: — He stated that 
his Majestj is at present incapable of 
coining down to parliament, or of at- 
tending to public busiues&; that he eu<* 
tertained confident hopes of his Majes- 
ty's recovery. He founded this opinion 
both on his own general experience, and 
on his particular knowledge of the King's 
Slate of heulth on foru>er occasions. 
Beinf^ asked if he could form any judg- 
nent as to tlie duration of his Majesty's 
illness ? he answered be could not. Out 
on a reference to other cases of a simi- 
lar kind, he thought it probable that 
bis Majesty would recover. The wit- 
ness had had 40 years experience in 
disorders of this kind. His Majesty was 
better now than he had been tor some 
days. 

The evidence of Sir H. Hallbrd, Dr. 
Heberden, Dr. Willis, and Dr. Baillie 
were all of a similar nature. 

Mr. Perceval said, that the house ha- 
iting before it a copy of the examination 
of his Majesty's physicians, he had no 
hesitation in staling the manner of pro- 
ceeding, which he had no dbubt would 
be unanimously adopted. Tlie question 
before the house was, whether it was 
proper to proceed immediately to take 
the necessary strps to supply the defi- 
ciency in the regal authority, or whe- 
ther it .was considered more expedient, 
with a view to facilitate the restoration 
of bis Majesty's health, to grant a fui^- 
4her interval. With the hope, even with 
the cbnnce of so favourable a change 
being produced in that interval, he was 
positive tlie house would acquiesce in 
the choice of this latter measure, which 
of the two evili* was the least inelligible. 
—Mr. Perceval then made some obser- 
vations upon the impropriety of appoin- 
ting a regent under the present circum- 
stances ; he conceived that such a mea- 
sure would be no less thnn dethroning 
the Monarch ; for the removal of power 
was nothing less than absolute dethrone- 
ment. He shewed the contrast between 
the conduct of the house in 1788, and 
that at present observed. He did not 
mean to draw any comparison between 
his Majcbty*s illness at that period, and 
the oialudy by which he was ^t present 
afflicted ; but he conceived it incumbent 
upon h'uu to call upoathu tiouse lor uo' 



execution of their wisdom^ <liscretioii# - 
and judgment^ upon an occasion so vi- ■ 
tally important. The ri|bt bon. gentle* 
roan concluded by moving ** That the 
bouse^ at its rising, do adjoyto to thi^ 
day fortnight.'' 

Mr. lfAi^6rea</ declared, that previont 
to his going to the house, he had heard 
that it was tjie intention of the right hon* 
gentleman (the chancellor of the exche^ 
quer) to move an adjournment of one 
week. How then was he surprised at 
the present melancholy situation of the 
country. The right hon. ^ntlemao bad 
upon the preceding motion for an ad- 
journment used the same words wblch 
he had advanced upon the present oc* 
casion. He begged leave to ask whe- 
ther the bulletins conveyed a true state- 
ment, or professed to convey a true 
statement. The physicians examined^ 
limited the period at which his Majestv 
commenced this improvement, of which 
they spoke to the last ten days, by that 
means excluding the day Upon which tlie 
bouse was assembled ; they had not said 
that since tlmt day improvement had ta- 
ken place — no, his Majesty might h^vt 
been worse, much worse than ever that 
day, and some days after it he mighc 
have been.iu a hopeless wretched state, 
and if (as it was not natural that he 
could, long remain in such a situation) 
he did exhibit some appearance of con- 
valescence, why his amendment was 
blazoned abroad as most palpable and 
most wouderful. The htm. gentleman 
then declared, that seeing no probnhihtj 
that his Majesty would immediately re- 
CO very so as to exercise his public funo« 
tions, he would conceive it imperative 
upon him to take the sense of the house 
upon the question. He had a feeling of 
delicacy as well as any other gentleman 
with respect u> his Majesty as a King, a 
feeling which it would he absurd and 
unnecessary to entertain for him i\& tlie 
King. He asked, where was the seat 
of justice, or the fountain of mercy, if 
the executive functions were suspended ? 
If any thing occurred' at home or abroad 
which was highly objectionable, where 
existed the means of preventing 'the con- 
sequences which might result? It was 
ridiculous to talk of the ineuhure of re- 
gency, as one which included the de- 
throHunent of the King. He drew n 
contrast betwetii the admini>itt;icion of 
1788 and the present. Mr. Pitt had 
hud upon his side the confidence of the 
nation, and ihereloiv wa^ submitted te 
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upon many ooeMioiifty whcte tbe opinions 
of therii^t hon. ^nMUk^nmn (the Chaiw 
cellor of tbo Bxcbequer) ^^ould be di»- 
rfrgtirded^ The hon. ^pntleitian oondu- 
^9 ^f 8<<^ bx dttCided negative to 
the proposition. 

' Mr. ¥oHs€ deprecated any foelincj «ri- 
sin^ from party motives. He would not 
agre« that ilie hoAse should enter into 
any resolution without an authentic 
statement of the state' of his Mujcsty^s 
health ; they ^d th^t statement, and 
tiiere was now no question as to the 
manner in which they should act upon it. 
Sir F. Bft^dett said, that feeling, as 
he did, tkii the delicacy of the subject, 
he should spenk on it with that impar- 
tialhy which becnme him as a member 
ofthathouw. Whatever he might feel 
for the suflferin^s of the Kiii;e, he could 
not give up the interests of the country 
to delicacy, and suffer what ought never 
to have been left undecided at all, ^ut 
which had been left so (i>r a month, to 
be lefl for a still longer period in a state 
of uncertainty, without opposition. A 
Kmj? they muit have, but how to make 
m King he did iwt know. He knew of 
no precedent that came at alt in point, 
except thegreat precedent of 1688, when 
in consequence of the- violation of the 
constitution, the great co4nract between 
the Kirie and tlie p€0\At by James U. 
the parliament to«>k upon themselves to 
supply the deficiency. It had then been 
decided, that the two- bouses had a right 
to appoint a person to exercise the func* 
tions of royalty. He thought the right 
hon. gentleman had dearly shewa that 
the privy council had assumed powers 
which did not belong to them, and pow- 
ers which It was not, perhaps, expedient 
fbr them to exercise. What had occur- 
red was not sufficient to form the ground 
of a parliamentary proct^luig, as the 
evidence was of such a description, that 
it would not be received in a common 
court of justice. His Migesty's minis- 
tei"S (without impeaching their personal 
veracity) were tlie Inst persons who ought 
to have examined the King's physicians. 
For independent of the afHiction which 
now unfortunately presses heavy on the 
King, the people had long been depriv- 
ed of tlie benefit of executive Majesty. 
Cut off from bis subjects by ministers, 
• he was no longer to be seen. His infir- 
mities were made a barrier between bim 
and his people, and petitioning the King 
had become a mere farce. The use 
^hick had been made of cbe word '* de- 



lieaoy,*^ ht conlended, was in the high* 
ettdegNc absurd. Delicacy, on most 
oeoasionS) was certainly very desirable $ 
but in the concerns of a great nation 
there were objects of more importance 
to attend to. Delicacy was very well 
at a tea table, but he liad often observ- 
ed in private lite, that " delicacy^ wai 
frequently but another expression for 
" roguery." The law of the land got 
over delicacy in some instances. At 
the uecimthement of a Queen, for in* 
stance, persons were employed to attend 
the birth of the royal infant, in a manner 
which in common life would be thooght 
indelicate. The cj^nstitution knew no- 
thing of the Monarch's infirmity. The 
precedent of 17B8 he did not approve 
of, as he thought it had analogy without 
reason. But wlien ministers, taking the 
proceedings of 1788 as a precedent, only 
took such parts of them as tbey could 
square to their own views, he could not 
perceive in their conduct that pure dis* 
interested anxiety fur the public i^ood to 
which they laid claim. He thee pro* 
ceed(>d to contratst the state of tbings at 
timt period with the present situation of 
the country^. In the year 1788, whea 
the former suspension of the fuiictiuas 
of the crown to«»k place, we were at 
peace, now we were at war. France 
was tlieu weak, now it enjoyed an over- 
whelming stren{;ih. Then oar national 
debt was tmder 300 millions, now it ex- 
ceede(i 800 millions; at that thoe we 
had profitable oonmierctal alliances, now 
our commerce was excluded iroiu every 

£nrt of Europe; then we bad tametking 
nides paper curraicy^ now we had nth 
thing eUci and our paper wot greaify 
depreciated. Every thing was then quiet 
at home, and we had nothing to appre- 
hend from abroad; and liow diflerent 
the picture in every respeat. He con- 
•clnded by askiug the boose if it wouM 
be well for them, to separate, after a 
month o^ anarchy, and tell the public 
that, out ol'ilftlicacy, they bad not per- 
formed their duty ? 

General Matkew asked« if the bouse 
could any longer sufl^r this great and 
powerful nation to be governed by the 
present weak and identic ministers? He 
begged of the house to look at the boich 
before them; ability they had none; 
character they had none; respectability 
they had noner What county member, 
or whtu man of lauded property, was 
among them f To say the beit ot'then, 
which he wished to do, thejf wfte ■% stft^ 
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of second-rate lawyers. They had no 
farther care for the safetT of the nation^ 
iiOr any farther stake in it, than a desire 
to keep their places. There was no re- 
sponsibility to be found among them, 
and as to the confidence of the people, 
they never had and never could expect 
it. lie greatly lamented his Majesty's 
incapacity, but should gladly give his 
vole for culling the Prince of Wales to 
the regency, and hoped that the house 
would never assume a power which was 
unknAwn to the CunstituMou. 

Lord Milton, Mr. Ponsonhy^ Mr. 
Wynne, and Mr. Adam, spoke against 
the adjournment; Mr. Bathurtt, Mr. 
Wilberforcc, and Mr. FuUtr, for the 
adjournment. The bouse then divided, 
when^here appeared for the motion 233 
—against the motion 129. 

While strangers were excluded, ano- 
ther division cook place upon a motion 
of Mr. Ponvmby, for the examination 
of his Majesty's physicians before a 
committee of the house^ — ayes 137 — 
«ioe9 230. 

The house adjourned to Dec. 13. 

Thur$day, Dec, 18. 
Sir /. Newport moved, that the Spea- 
ker do issue his warrant for a new writ, 
for a member to ^rve in parliament for 
the county of Limerick, in the room of 
W. Odell, Esq. who since his election 
had been appointed one of the lordn of 
the treasury m Ireland. On the questioo 
being put, 

Mr. Biddulph expressed a doubt, whe- 
ther it was competent to the house to 
agree to such a motion. The writ mov- 
ed for was a king's writ. The present 
session had never been opened by any 
•peech from the King, und he thought 
it would be rather an anomalous pro- 
ceeding for that house to order a King's 
^rit to be issued, without any reco(^ 
nition of them on the part of the King. 
The Speaker said it might be proper 
to inform the bon. gentleman, that on a 
former occasion, the exercise of ihe right 
now caHed iu question had been consi- 
dered m paramovnt and primary duty by 
that houtt, and that, in pursuance of 
this principle, the house hud tdt it to 
be their duty to fill up all the seats which 
had become vacant in tlieir assembly. 
It wafc also to he remarked, that this 
was no application to the crown ; and if 
the bouse had any right of their own 
Authority to issue one warrant to this 
cflfiect, tiisy were entitled to 611 every 

VOL. VIII, 



The question being again put^ 
Sir Francit Burdett rose, but spoke 
in so low a tone of voice that it was 
quite impossible to catch his meaning in 
tW gaUery, as to the greater part of his 
speech. He could net, for his own part 
coll the meeting noto assembled a house 
of Comtno7ts, or a house of Parliament^ 
neither could he rA:oncile the issuing of 
such a warrant as that now moved fur, 
which must ultimately effect a writ is^ 
suable by the crown, to the notions ho 
entertained on this sul9$ect. So anoma- 
lous a proceeding he was unwilling to 
entertain, and the impropriety of agree- 
ing to the present motion struck him 
most forcibly. 

Mr. Perceval desired above all, that 
no doubt should be entertained of the 
existence oPthe liouse of Commons. 
They were here the representatives of 
the people, as much as if the King were 
in perfect health, and as such they 
must observe the regular mode of pro- 
ceeding for filling up anv vacancy which 
might take place in their own body. 

The motion was then put and carried, 
there seeming to be not more than one 
or two dissentient voices. 

Mr. Perceva/ then addressed the house. 
When he last had the honour of meeting 
them this day fortnight, he had occasion 
to refer to the communication made to 
the house from the pri^y council, and 
from reference to that report, feeling 
himself jastifird iu the proposal of delay 
for one fortnight more, lie had submitted 
such a proposition to the house, iu the 
hope that m the mean time such a pro- 
gress would have been made in his Ma* 
jesty's recovery as would have held out 
to them the prospect, on their re-assem- 
biing to day, of n speedy reassumption 
by his Maje ty of his royal functions. 
At that time he entertained a confident 
ex|>ectation that such would be tlie re- 
sult, and he therefore expressed a con- 
fident expectation that there would be 
no occasion for any further adjouniment 
of parliament on that account« lie was 
now painfully placed in the situation of 
stating, thai his expectations in that re- 
spect had been disappointed. He had, 
on the former meeting stated, that the 
interests of the conatry, and a regard 
to its vital concerns, would require, on 
its again meeting this day, that the 
house fehould proceed to supfily the defi- 
ciency, and to provide for the discharge 
of the kingly functions; and that he 
should not feel hiniself entitled to pru- 
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pose any farther delay, unless the amend- 
ineot was stich as to hold out hopes of a 
speedy recoTery.->^Iie still remained of 
that opinion. 

This heing the case, nothing remQined 
for the house, but tu say in what mun- 
ner they should proceed, to provide for 
the calamity which had taken place. 
He should, as a prffiminary step, pro- 
pose that a committee should he ap- 
pointed, to ascertain the present state 
of his Majesty's health, and to report 
the result to ffie house, in order that 
they should have a parliamentary ground 
of proceeding, and he wished the com- 
mittee to consist of Ql members, nomi- 
nated indiscriminately from both sides 
of the house. 

The motion was unanimously agreed 
to ; and the committee chosen, to con- 
sist of the members following : — 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Air. Secretary Ryder 
The Master of the Rolls 
Rii;ht Hon. G. Ponsonby 
William Wilbeclbrce, Esq. 
Right Hon. R. B. Sheridan 
The Attorney- General 
William Adam, E!»q. 
Henry Lnscelles, Esq. 
Right Hon. Robert Dundas 
^ Riglit Hon. George Tieroey 
Right Hon. W. W. Pole 
Sir John Newport, Bart. 
Sir William Scott, Bart. 
Samuel Whitbread, l^q. 
Lord Cnstlereagh 
Lord Milton 
Right Hon. G Canning 
Lord John Cnveiidtsh 
Right Hun. li. AHdington 
T. Sherlock (iooch, Vjsq, 
Mr. WhUbreud complained of the 
mode of proceeding which had been 
adopted by the Cliuucellor of tlie £x- 
cliequct^jn giving notice tocert«in mem- 
bers of the house of the mode of pro- 
ceeding he meant to adopt, without 
communicating the same to every mvm- 
her, as had been done by Mr. Pitv^on a 
former similar occasion. ' 

It was then ordered, that tlie com- 
mittee iiave power to send for tlie phy- 
siciiuis, in order to their e&nmiiiation ; 
r(» adjourn from time to time; and to' 
sit ugaiii notwitlistanding any adjourn- 
ment of tlie liouse; that no member 
should be permitted to attend the com- 
mittee but those who had been nomian^ 
ted ilitreon ; and tliat uvf of the snid 
committee bt a quorom^ 



Mr. Percera/ proposed, that the ho«tse 
should receive the report on Monday, 
and take it into coiisideiatioa on Wed- 
nesday next, when tlie hoo%€ should be 
called ttver. — ^This was agreed to, and 
the house adjourned to ]l£inday. 
Frifhy, Dec 14. 

The committee appointed to examine 
his Majesty's physicians met at IQo'clock. 
— ^The whole of* she members were prt?- 
sent, and chose the Ri^^ht Hon. Robert 
Dundas as the chairman of the com- 
mittee. 

The physicians in attendance for exa-^ 
mination, were Drs. Reynolds, Heber- 
den, and Baillie. Sir H. Halford and 
Dr, Willis were examined next day. 
Mvuday, Dec, 17. 

The house met pursuant to adjoom- 
ment, to receive the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to examine hb Maje»> 
ty% physicians, touching the state of hit 
health. — About ibur o'clock the Speaktr 
took the chair. 

Mr. R, Dundus brought up the report, 
which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Mr. Perceval rose and observed, that 
on the last meeting of the house be bad 
given notii^, that the report now lying 
on the table should be taken into con- 
sideration on Wednesday next ; in the 
course, however, of this ^ornine, be 
understood from the gentlemen of the 
committee, that in consequence of the 
necessity of printing the report, and ol 
other circumstances, the certainty of 
being fully prepared for discussion on 
the ensuing Thuisday, ifoM be prefer- 
able to the uncertainty which then ex- 
isted with respect to the degree of pre- 
paration which could possibly be attain- 
ed on the day already appointed. On 
Thursday, therefore, he sliould piopnse 
that the liouse resolve itself into a cun^ 
mittee on the state of the nation ; be- 
fore that committee,it was his intendoo 
to lay three preliminary resolutions, si- 
milar to, aud grounded on the proceed- 
ings of 1788 ; one would be respecting 
the state of his Majesty's indisposition, 
and his inconipeteucy oif discharging the 
regal functions ; another relative to the 
otnigation of providing for such defici- 
ency ; and, lastly, to provide for it by 
viny of bill. By this mode of proceed- 
ing he hoped that each house of parlia- 
ment would know the opinion of the 
«ther, before any decisive measure wis 
submitted for adoption. On thatdsy 
also he intended to statt a groetiloui- 
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tine of what be conceived the roost pro- 
per steps to be pnrsoed on this melan- 
choly and momentous occasion. He 
lioped the house would not think it ne- 
cessary now for him to enter into any 
further enplanation, he rose only to give 
notice of what hts intentions were. He 
concluded by ndovinj;, that on Thursday 
next the house should resolve itself into 
ti committee on the state of the nation. 
On the Speaker potting the question^ 
that the house be xiHAed over on Thurs- 
day next, 

Mr. Ponttmhy expressed his obliga- 
tions to the right hon. gentleman for 
this relation of what on tlieir next meet^ 
\nS0 he^ intended to propose ; he wished^ 
however, to take this oppoitunity of ex- 
phiining his sentiments on those propo- 
•ttions. With regard to the first, there 
existed no difficulty whatever,, he believe 
ed every one to be unanimous; with 
regard to the second, some persons per- 
haps might think it a subject for consi- 
deration. He would not, however, of- 
fer any opinion on it; but with regard 
to the third, which the right hon. gen- 
tleman had stated as the eround of his 
resolution, as be had candidly explained 
kis intentions, so wonld he now as can- 
didly deckire, it should meet with liis 
most strenuous opposition, inasmuch as 
it imitated a precedent which violated 
the fandameacal priuciple^ of the con- 
Sthotion. 

Mr. Shfridan agreed in what bad been 
advanced by his right hon. friend, and 
at tlie same time wislied to observe, that 
in his opiiiioR the^house was driven to a 
most desparate ddemma, if it could not 
perceive any other mode of proceeding 
than that which was proposed. He could 
»fty that there existed another method, 
safer and more constitutional. It was 
impossible the right hon. gentlemen 
cuuld have lookfd at the letter of the 
Prince ef Wales, written the 3d of De- 
cember, 1768, for that contained posi- 
tions and arguments utterly unanswera- 
ble. The huustf had now two objects 
before it, one to supply tlie deficitncy 
of the throne, the other to efiect it iii 
the fullest manner, and to place the 
• royal anthon«y in such security, that it 
can be returned unimpaired to hib Ma- 
jesty, whenever it pleases Providence to 
restore him te his pieople. It was there- 
fore, bb opinion, that those two ends 
might be obtained in a plainer and sim- 
pler manner than that proposed. He 
thought that the piecedent of the. Irish 



parliament might be followed, by ad* 
^dressing his Roval Highness tiie rrince 
of Wales, and that that address might 
be accompanied with the insertion of a 
clause, requesting his consent to such 
Kmitatioiis and restrictions as the two 
houses of parliament should suggest. He 
alluded to the tiin^ of the lievolutiun, 
when, in an address to the Prince of 
Orange, his agreement to certain reser- 
vations was requested ; that measure^ 
he believed, was adoplid by the best 
patriots tlie country ever saw, and he 
was of opinion that it might now be fol- 
lowed without injuring the feelings of the 
King, or. the Prince of Wales, and with- 
out vinlathig the constitution. 

Mr4 J. Stewart aoknawledged the pro- 
priety of following tlie precedent of the 
Irish |Mirliumenf, and agreed entirely 
with the sentiments of his right boo. 
friend. i 

Mr Fereeval returned hit thanks to 
the right hon. gentleman opposite (Mr, 
Ponsonby,) for the fair notice he gave 
of his intended opposition. With respect 
to anothei* right hon. gentleman {Mr. 
Sheridan), he did not now wish to fol- 
low him in argument or in answer; but 
when he said that the measure be pro- 
posed was inconsistent with the argu- 
mentb advanced in the letter of the 
Prince, he could not conceive why, on 
such grounds, the proceeding by bill 
was worse than by address. The right 
hon. gentleman thought the ineas>nre 
which was about to be proposed to the 
consideration of the house, to be iiicon-* 
sistent with the doctrine and wisdom 
laid down and displayed in the letter of 
an illustrious personage in the year 1788.^ 
Of that letter and its merits the right 
hon. gentleman was more competent to 
decide than he (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) C(»nid possibly be. It was 
a composition which no doubt reflected 
high honour upon the Prince, who was 
the author of it; but as far as he could 
charge his recollection, that letter did 
not dwell at nil ou the manner in which 
the power was granted, hut was coh- 
fined solely lo the particular conditions 
and circmnstances, limiting the power 
itself, so that he could not see^how h<: 
could be charged with neglecting or act- 
ing in opposition to the contents of a 
letter, which did not at ail relate to the 
proceeding in question : there was no- 
thing had fallen Irom him that could 
justly lay the grounds of such an infe- 
rence. He had indeed avoided eutenn]^ 
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into any detail on the present occasiony. 
and the example set bini by the hon. 
ientleroan should not even then tempt 
him to do so. He was, boweter, anx- 
ious to gunrd them against the erroneous 
notion which the right hon. gentleman 
seemed to have fallen into, of his having 
entered into any delbil which he wished 
at present to avoid. Leaving it then 
tinder this explanation, as to his having 
attempted to go into any detail he should 
merely add, that with respect to the 
proceeding itself', he should, on the ap* 
pointed day, endeavour to persuade the 
committee, that the measure which he 
ahonid hare the honour of proposing, 
could not prove either derogatorjr to the 
royal dignity, insulting to the Prince of 
Wales, or inconsbtent with the integrity 
of the constitution.^These three objects 
were the grounds on which the right 
hon. gentleman rested his olijections to 
the measure which he shoulcf have tlie 
honour to propose to the house, and he 
did not despair of being able to shew 
that that measure, so far from having 
any 'tendency to insult the feelings of a 
Prmce, whose honour and whose inte- 
rests were as dear to him as to any mem- 
ber of that house, would be better cal- 
culated to secure the Majesty of the 
throne, the true interests of the Prince 
of Wales, now and at all future times, 
and the true principles of the constitu- 
tion, than the mode which had been 
recommended by ^le right hon. gen- 
dtman. 

After a few words from Mr. W. Adam, 
Mr. Perceval, and Mr. Whithread, the 
question was then put for the house to 
resolve itself into a committee on the 
state of the nation, on Thursday next, 
and carried ohnnimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Perceval, the 
rail of the house for Wednesday was 
discharged, and renewed for 1 hursday ; 
to which day the house adjoqrned. 
Thursday J Dec. 80. 

STATE OF TB£ N'AiION AND KIKG*8 
ILLNESS. 

The order for the call of tlie house 
being read, Mr. Perceval moved for a 
eall of the hou«e on that day se'nnight 
and that the defaulters be then ordered 
TTrto custody. — Agreed to. — ^The house 
then went into a committee ou the state 
of the nation. 

Mr. Perceval observed, that it was 
imposMbte to contemplate without the 
most heart-rendering sorrow the melan- 
choly sitaatioQ of the Sovereign, — Who 



for half a century had been a bleasiog 
to his people.T-A Sovereign who had in 
fact incessantly watched over their pros* 
perity and happiness, and had devoted 
the whole of his life to their interests. 
He was sure there was not a heart in 
the house or in the country which did 
not sympathise in these feelings. But 
however legitimate their ioirow, that 
should not make the house Ibrget its 
duties ; the executive power was inter- 
mpted, and it was their bounden doty 
to supply the deficiency. The coantrT 
was now in the same situation in which 
It was in 1788, when a bill had beea 
introduced to supply the deficiency in 
the executive. With such a precedent 
before them, they need not wander io 
the dark ; and he therefore should now 
submit the following propositions to the 
house: 

1st. That it is the opinion of this, 
house, •* That his Majesty is prevented* 
by his present indisposition from coming 
to his parliament, and from attending 
to public business, and that the personal 
exercise of the royal authority is thereby 
for the present, interrupted.** 

$d. That it is the opinion of this house» 
'' That it is the right and duty of the 
Lords, spiritual and temporal, end Com- 
mons of Great Britain, now assembled, 
and lawfully, fully, and freely represen- 
ting all the estates of the people of this 
realm, to provide the means of supply- 
ing the defect of the personal exercise 
of the royal authority, arising from his 
Majesty's suid indisposition, in sach a 
manner as the exigency of the case may 
appear to require, 

3d. ** That for this purpose, and for 
maintaining entire the constitutional au- 
thority of the King, it is necessary that 
the said Lords spiritual and temporal, 
and Commons of Great Bntain, should 
determine on the means whereby tbe 
royal assent may he given in pmrliameot 
to such bill as may be passed by tbe two 
houses of parliament respecting the ex- 
ercise of tbe ^Kiwers and authorities af 
the crown, in the name and on tbe be- 
half of the King during the continuance 
of his Majesty's present indisposition. 

On the firbt and second propositions, 
Mr. Perceval expected little or no dif- 
ference of opinion. But it had been in- 
timated by gentlemen^ that they uwaut 
to propose an address instead of a bill, 
and this, he supposed, would be the 
chief subject for debate. He should 
statt; however wh^t fvrthe^ qi^MOin he 
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htd to propose. — ^It was roeiint that his 
roj^al highness the Prioce should be ap* 
poioted regent, — that all powers of go- 
vernment sbonld be entrusted to him, 
mmI that the Queen should he appointed 
guardian of the King's person. It would 
be necessary that the house should have 
due notice of his Mniesty's recovery, in 
order that he should resume his power 
as soon as possible. It would therefore 
foe proper to limit for a time the powers 
of the Prince. Recollecting the former 
instances of his Majesjtjr's recovery, it 
was again to be rationally expected. 
The physicians confidently expected it, 
iboiigh they could not fix a time. It ap- 
peared from a namber of cases, that six 
months formed an average of the time 
io which persons afflicted with the ma- 
lady obtamed recovery, and that at tiie 
cod of twelve months little or no hope 
could be entertained. It was the boun- 
'den duty of the house to secure to his 
Majesty, when recovered, his complete 
restoration to power; limitations there- 
lore would be necessary to the puwer 
of the regent, and he meant to introduce 
a clause in the bill, that whatever re* 
strictions the house should adopt, they 
ahoidd not expire till parliament had 
been sitting for six weeks, in order ,thi\t 
they might see whether it was proper to 
continue them. He thought there could 
be no mcoveniency in suspending for a 
year the power of granting Pterut^ei ; 
be should say the same, too, of pensions 
und places, excepting such as sliuuld be 
deepied absolutely necessary during the 
regency, and then to expire or continue 
at the |ving*s pleasure. The right of na- 
ming the oti^ciTS of his Majesty's house- 
hold, should be left to the Quf'en, to 
expire also at the same period, unless 
parliament should judge otherwise. — 
The throne, it should be remembered, 
was not vacant } the house had to pre- 
serve to a hving King the enjoyment of 
bis power on recovery, and were only 
to provide for the exercise of that pow- 
er, suspended by a malndy. The line 
pf conduct he now recommended had 
been before adopted in 1788. Parlia- 
ment then assembled by a coinmisbion 
sealed by order of the two houses, and 
bills were carried through their di^erent 
stages. Did the King on his recovery 
deny their validity ? Did he complain 
of the abuse of the great seal ? No ; 
he conveyed to both houses his warmest 
acknowledgments for their conduct. It 
foight be said^ iufieed^ that his Maiesty 



acted thus, because he was iMivised bj 
^he same persons who had recommended 
the measure.^He was glad he had found 
the true grounds of tlieir opposition; 
he was glad he had touched the chord 
which vibrated in unison to their secret 
feelings. — ^There was not then, however, 
any want of talent^r of disposition to 
oppose whatever mignt bo proposed, and 
yet an address to his Majesty, in answer 
to his most gracious conmmnicatioo hj 
his commissioners, was, adopted nem- 
con, lie h'ld heard much said aboa( 
the assumption of legislative power by 
the two houses, and on this it was stated 
truly, that by a statute of King Cliarles 
II. any man maintaining that the two 
bouses hud power to legislate, incurred 
a premunire. But he conceived that an 
address would be as much an assump- 
tion of legislative authority as a bill. 
However, he would think it hut fair to 
ask of the hon. gentlemen opposite, to 
state what their proceedings wauld be. 
Would they address the regent ? But 
this was a title quite unknown at pre* 
sent in this country, nor would tber 
know where their address could be di* 
rected : and if they were to address the 
prince, they should stop before they de- 
sired a man, however near to the thronff 
to step into the King's place. This, ia 
fact, was an act of legislui itm. But bow 
was the regent to act ? liow was he to 
call a parliament ? How was he to get 
the great seal atfixed to the commission 
for convening them? It was the right 
of both houses to dispose of that s^ ; 
and authorising the disposition of it was 
exactly the same thing as disposing of it 
themselves. The one was a direct, and 
the other an indirect way. The Prince, 
in the mode proposed by (he gentlemen 
of tile other side, would act by virtue of 
the same authority iran^ferred to him 
from both houses, and that was certainly 
an act of legislation : a proceeding by 
hill would have over the other the ad- 
vantage of a more nfiature deliberation. 
The necessity of adopting measures to 
secure to his Mnjestv, on his recovery, 
the restoration of his power unimpaired, 
was lidmitted on both sides; and were 
gentleme^. uppobite, he would ask, to 
gniut power to the Prince without any 
limitation, or were they to specify those 
limitations in the address? In speaking 
of the Prince of Wales, he never could 
express himself in terms udequiite to tlie 
profound respect he had for his royal 
hij^huess, and fur his character. In su^h 
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MnttmentB, ht Inew^ the gentlemeD 
opposite completely coincided, but the 
lAore exalted the l*rince's character de- 
ferred ly was, the more the house should 
be cautioned how they should establish 
9 precedent under that sanction. There 
was no pur t of the propositions which 
he had taken the liberty of submitting 
to the house, winch could with frtiruess 
be denominated unconstitutional or iu- 
compatible with the ultimate interests 
of the country. However grating it 
might be to the feelings of his royal high- 
jiess, fur whom no man entertained a 
more profound respect than himself, if 
eren he accorded with the sentiments of 
the right hpn. gentlemen oppO!»ite as to 
the expediency of grant mg to his royai 
highness a full and complete power with- 
out the slightest restraint, he yet felt 
liimself bound to sa v, that if that power 
was to be given, it had much better be 
given by bill than by address. Upon 
tikese consideniti<»ns 4t was, he should 
take the liberty of proposing to the com- 
mittee the resolutions which be l^id recuj 
in the early part of his speech, and 
which he should then place in the hands 
of the chairman. 

The first resolution was then read 
Irom the clmir, and passed without a 
dissentient voice. 

On the {question being fput upon the 
second resolution. 

Sir JP. Burcfett contended that if the 
house was a full and fair representatkni^ 
of the people, they would not follow ofd 
precedents, upon an occasion so nearly 
concerning the very existence of the con- 
stitution, without, in the first instance, 
having some couference with their con- 
stituents. Much had been said by the 
right hon. gentleman upon the nature of 
tiie question. lie had said that it was not 
the principle but the fact upon which 
the house had to decide ; and as to the 
expediency of the fact, he said there 
w^s no doubt, because the house was a 
full and fair representation of the coun- 
try — that fact f Aoirerei', he (Sir F. Bur- 
dett) tvouid ntoxt distinct iy deny. When 
the numberofimpropneties of which the 
house had been guilty, and which had 
brought them so eeoerally into disrepute, 
was considered, it ill became them to 
pass such resolutions as were then be- 
fore tliefu. It could not be forgotten 
timt during the last sessions it bad been 
offered to be proved at the bar of the 
bo'ise, thai 150 peei-s and 14^J members 
of the iioobe ot' Commons were returned 



by ministerial influence— -(^JLoii«f cmigl^ 
ingf and other tnterraptiofUf were Aere 
heard from all parts of the ham^e.)-^ 
He was not surprised thai gentlemen 
were unwjiling to hear their own inte- 
grity called in question ; ikew had, hatn 
^ever, heen gmlty of eoruktet which 

LOST THEM TBE COKFinERCE Of THE 

covffTRY, and with this firm convicckra 
on his mind, which no clamour couM 
remove, he felt it his doty to protest •> 
gainst the proceedings proposed. It had 
been said that the present mehtfiolioly 
state of the country was analogous to 
that of the year 1688, and opon thb 

Sroposition all the measures which wene 
eemed proper at that period were again 
brought iorward. In his estimation the 
hmise had not to reason opon the ana- 
logy, but upon tlie emergency of the 
case. — What were tlie facts at the time 
of the Revolution? Tfie incapacity o{ 
the reigning king was admitted : that in- 
capacity did not however arise firom iU- 
ness, but from a despotic exercise of 
those law| which were meant for the 
protection, and not for the destructioo 
6^ the people. Upon this ground^ it ws» 
deemed expedient to supply Lis place, 
not by a regent, trammeUed by the chains 
of a designing ministry^ but possessed 
with full powers, to act aceordmg to the 
best of his judgment for the welfare of 
the Slate. At the present crisis^ the in* 
capacity of the sovereign was admitted, 
arising from an affliction which was uni- 
versally and sincerely lamented. Tbs 
right hon. gentleman had said that the 
throne was not vacant. If tins assertion 
was tnie, why did he not prove il by 
some ^ct of the executive power? In 
truth there was little or no difference be- 
tween the state of the country, as it wss 
af the present moment destitute of a 
king, and its state at the time of tbeKe« 
volution. It was equally necessary that 
the kingly office should be filled, not by 
n regent circumscribed in his powen^ 
but by one, in the full possession of sU 
those means which ilie King himself 
when competent to the discharge of bis 
duties, possessed. He did not in fact 
see how the right hon. gentleman coold 
contend, that by the adoption of tbe 
measures proposed the house would not 
be totally subverting the constitution. 
In 1688, the opinion of the citixeos of 
I^mdon and of a large body of the coun- 
try was considered essential before the 
measures then adopted were carried into 
etJVct, whereas upon tlje present qcc*- 
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fion there find not beea any appeal 
whatever beyond the members of the 
bouse. At their will alone was an act 
to be performed, in which the vital in- 
terests of the nation were se deeply con- 
cerned. He could not witness such con- 
duct without feelings of the greatest in- 
dignation. When he took a retrospect 
ofpast events, he only was amuzcd at 
the pre sumption with which the house 
was about to act. Could he forget, or 
could the world forget, that it was in 
evidence before the house, thai members 
had been turned out of their seats for 
not voting infovour of* the views of the 
right hon. gentleman f Could be ferget 
that a noble lord, and even the right ho- 
nourable gentleman himself, had been pub" 
licly accused of bartering the patronage 
d^ government for seats in parlimtuent 9 
Could he forget that the house of Com' 
mons allowed a public accountant, Lord 
Melville, to refuse, with the utmost efo 
frontry, to give an account of his disposi- 
tion tf the mtblic money f — And jet the 
catalogue ot their offences did not termi- 
nate Uiere. — ^The disgraceful result of 
the Inquiry iato the fatal Expedition to 
Walcheren, gave uew grounds for public 
animadversion, and excited new causes 

for regarding the parliament tcith dis- 
trust. — lie had heard various lenns of 
odium applied to ditferent parliaments. 
— ^There was the Long Parliament, the 
Rump Parliament, and so forth — and 
some yearb hence, he had no doubt, the 
present parliament would be stigmatised 
with the name of the Walcheren Farlia* 
ment. However impetuous former par- 
liaments might have been in their course 
towards the loss of public confidence, 
the rapid strides of corruption of late 
years were beyond comparison. With 
respect to the mode of constituting the 
regent as proposed by the right hon. 
{entleman, it could fairly be said, that 
he was pursuing the same course with 
the faction of 1788, that was to say, 
with a due regard to the places and 
emoluments of himself and his colleagues ! 
Were it proposed to a)ipeal to the king- 
dom upon the expediency of the plan to' 
be followed, it would be immesJiately 
answered, that it was intended to intro- 
duce jacobius and demagogues. He 
could only {Tay that he knew no other 

.Jacobinical opinions upon the bubject 
than Judges Bluckstone and Coke. The 
latter, in his Lex et Consuctudo Parlia* 
^fent^, clearly pointed out the right of 
the people tojudgo m all cases where 



their own interests were concerned. Al- 
though tlie Priuce might have no move 
right than any other mdividuol to be- 
come regent, how much less right had* 
the house of Commons to appoint a 
person to that office? Nothing could be 
more reasonable than placing the powtr^ 
which was deficient in the state^ io the 
hands of him to whom it would go by ie* 
gal course, and to render that p%m^ eP* 
fectual, it should be giv^ without anj 
of those restrictions^ the imposition of 
which would ouly give ri«e to difficulties 
which would prevent its due exerase. 
If the king had too much power, it should 
be reduced ; biit if no more power exis- 
ted than was necessary, it would be as 
improper to take it from the regent at 
from the king. l*he right hon. gentle- 
man had passed but cursorily over the 
report of the physicians, with a remark^ 
that the df:duction to be drawn from tt« 
Ihe incapacity of the king, was so. evi- 
dent, that it requii'ed uo comment. 
There was one important fact, however, 
which did not seem to have attracted 
attention, and that was, that from the 
whole report, no fair cuncJusion could 
be drawn, that from 17 OS his fnajcsiy 
had any substantial remission of his dis- 
order ; relapses had been heard of, and 
the pubhd had been deceived. Th6 
right hon. gentleman had said, that the 
bouse was not ca|jed upon to. make a 
king. — He (Sir F. Burdett) was not of 
opinion that they were; but the learned 
gentleman wanted to make a king which 
he might carty about in his pocket, re- 
gardlessof the consequences which must 
result to a nation, already weighed down 
by aiilictions drawn on its devoted head' 
by the imbecility ot that right hon. gen- 
tleman and iiis compeers ! If the re- 
gency was given to his royal highness 
the Prince of Wales, he knew no man 
more likely to gain the confidence of ilie 
people, nor did he believe there was 
one fuore competent to discharge the iiiw 
portant duties which would devolve up- 
on biro. But if he was appointed, it 
was indispensable that he bhould be 
possessed of lull powers to act as the in- 
terests of the country mij^ht n-quire, 
without any of those injurious restrictions 
which must only in\oh'e him in the 
great t St dithcultits. lu reverting to the 
ipport of the physician^ he perceived 
that their opinions varie<l as to the time 
at which the King became unfit to per- 
form the functions of his office ; and in 
fact^ after a close perusal of the whole ^ 
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detail^ he concdred, if a regency took 
place at all, it ought to be permanent, 
Tbit optDion he formed from the pliysi- 
etanft having ascribed many of hi!> Ma- 
jetty's relapses to political subjects. At 
« period like the present, therefore, when 
every succeeding day nflPorded some 
t^m and extraordinary, ifnotcalami- 
toos incidents, it did not appear likely 
that to firm and well establisluneiii of 
his Majesty's faculties could take place, 
M would warrant him in taking upon 
himself the difficult task of ^ovl*rnmcnt; 
and to suffer the governmeni to remain 
exposed longer to the weakness of the 
present ministers, would be treason 

TO TQE COfTNTRY. He COuld not sit 

down without noticing the delay of five 
or six weeks, occasioned by the usual 
policy of the right hnn. gentleman. 
What was then to bo done niij^ht have 
been done upon the first day of the 
meeting of parliament. lie thought the 
whole a miserable sham, calculated to 
ttab the vital interests of the country ; 
to patch up un oligarchify and to var- 
nish with form that whicii, if it appeared 
in its true colours, would be spurned 
with contempt. With these senttmeots 
bo should protest against all the pro- 
eeedings of the right hon. gentleman. 

The question on the second resolution 
was thencarricd.-^After which the third 
resolution was put« 

Mr. Fonsonhy considered the pro- 
ceedings of 1788 unconstitational. The 
right hon. genilcman's proposition was, 
that the house had the power to provide 
a ren.^edy in the present case, and that 
the proper mode was by bill — a mode 
implying the consent of the three estates 
of King, Lords, and Commons. The 
Commons were then to proceed to sup- 
ply the deficiencv of the royal authority 
by a mode requiring the roy;;l assent, 
while the very gronnd on wiiich they 
proceeded at all^ was that there was no 
King to give that as-.tnt ! Incapacity 
was to be r.inde capable, and dcrnngc- 
nient rational ! Were they rational ? 
Could they be regarded as in thei^ 
sound senses, when they sat in serieus 
deliberation upo.n such a proposition ? 
Let no protestunt smile at the absurdity 
of the Roman catholic who believes in 
the doctrine of transubstantlation in op- 
position to the evidence of his senses, 
when he sees a grave legislature assert- 
ing that the assent of the King was ne- 
cessary to an act, the foundation of 
which was^ that there was no King by 



whom that assefit could be given. Be 
that the right hou. gentieman's mode of 
proceeding, but he hoped be bad not 
eloquence enough to persuade the bouse 
to embrace so palpable an absurdity* 
To any restiictious on his royal bigo- 
ness at this time of day, he should also 
highly object. He was come to that 
time of life seldom, attained • y kings 
wiien they mounted their thro* es. If 
at ihe age of 48 years he was not fit to 
be trusted with pbwer, he should be 
afraid that he never would be fit. Tlie 
ritfht hon. gentleman talked of the long 
and happy reign of his Majesty. But 
were we now in that state of security 
and even of greatness and grandear 
which we fortunately enjoyed at the 
time his Majesty came to die throne? 
And did we contemplate in those gen- 
tlemen on the opposite benches persons 
capable of extricating us out of our dif* 
ficulties? Or had we not ratber to 
dread from their imbecility and weak- 
ness that i%e shall be plunged still more 
deeply in calamity ? He dared to say 
the ritilit hon. gentleman considered 
himself to he one of the blessings of the 
present reign^ and hoped that the mea- 
sure which he now recommended to the 
adoption of the bouse, woiild be one ef 
the means of continuing this great bles« 
sing for some time longer to (lie cotfo- 
try. — He concluded by moving, 

<< That an humble address be pre^ 
sentcd to his royal highness the Prince 
of Wales, requesting that his royil 
highness will be pleased to take upoa 
him, during the indisposition of the 
King, and no longer, the government 
of this realm ; and administer the sMM 
in (he nanie and in the behalf of his 
Majesty, under the style and title of 
Regent of the united kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

Mr. Canning said, that he rout< top* 
port the proposition of his right hoe* 
friend (Perceval) seeing an authority t^ 
together in point in favour of that mode 
of proceeding, and not being satisfied 
that in addressing the Prince tlie hoose 
should exercise tr.inscendant power. 
As to limitntions on the Prince of 
Wales, at least as to tlie disposal of 
places nnd pensions, he was not pre* 
pared to say that ho approved ol any 
such, as things were now situated. Ik 
did not wish to see the hand of govcrt*- 
ment weakened. There was no party 
in this country in 1788, which woolo 
have availed itself of the circomstaooe 
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of any restriclioti m this respect on the 
eiecucire i^ovenimcat id the imods of « 
regency { and he did nut now think any 
»ach restriction expedient* 

Lord Temple entered at some length 
into the precedent of the revolatton, 
•od that of 1788. He concluticd by 
voting in favour of the resolutions. 

Jjnrd Jucdifn spoke on the ministerial 
aide of the question. 

Mr. Adam maintained that the prece- 
dent of 1788 could not boar down the 
Uue principles of the case. The regent 
can never be restricted without endan- 
Kering the principles of the monarchj. 
In tlte future stages of the bill no efforts 
which he could make should be spared 
in giving it his most marked opposition. 

The Attotney Oentral supported the 
motion for proceeding by bill. 

Sir 8. RomiUv tli<iuglit that the house 
could not proceed by bill, for the very 
mention of sudi a mode of proceeding 
must convince every one, that it was 
necessary to hare his Majesty's assent 
to a bill, before it could pass info a 
law ; and how could his Majesty's as* 
sent be obtained during lus present me- 
lancholy situation ? The assent of his 
Majesty meant his will* and in his pre- 
sent lamentable state, how could that 
will be known ? He disapproved of the 
bill, because thereby the house would 
legislate without the controul of the 
third branch, without acknowledging 
such act. The resolution which the 
bouse was called upon ro adopt was 
most anconstiiutional and dangerous in 
its tendency, therefore he could not 
approve of it, and should support the 
«mendinent for an address. 

The Solicitor Gtneril supported the 
motion for a bill. 

Mr. Homer approved of the proceed- 
ing by address. 

Mr. Groker supported the resolution. 
. Mr. Wkitbread observed,- that his 
Majesty has been labouring seven long 
weeks under the a£Qicting disease ; the 
exercise of the royal authority has been 
interrupted ; and the ministers have 
llared to exercise the royal functions 
without making any communication te 
tim aation. The nght hon. gentleman 
had stated to that house, that the symp- 
toms of his Majesty's disorder were be- 
come more favourable, and that a speedy 
recovery was to be anticipated. Could 
^'the right hon. gentleman say, upon the 
•videnoe of the physicians whom we 
iuv» examined, that the recovery is 
tejb. THi* 



likely to be speedy ? All of them say 
they cannot give any such information^ 
But supposing that he did recover, sup* 
posing that he should again be restored 
to the use of his reason-^in the future 
period of his life he will again, in all 
probability, be subject to a frequent re* 
curreuce of the same calamity. — There 
was such a recerrence iii 1801« Ol 
that disease there was then a distinct 
relapse ; and tlie minister of die day 
dared to carry on the business of the Da« 
tion. In 1804, be was ageia io the 
same state. lie could not make up his 
mind, that his Maiesty was then fit to 
transact the public business; he ctmUf 
not believe that a penon wko is subject 
to hurries could befit to wield the e*e» 
cuiive power, " I reverence (said Mr. ' 
W.) the King ; but I cannot forget that 
.be is the Sovereign of whom I am ono 
of the representatives." When the ap- 
proach to him even in perfect sanity is 
cut off; whch we know that in 1801 
and 180i the public business wds car« 
ried on witl>oot his participation, should 
we not then provide for the proper dis* 
charijre of the kingly office } The mode 
of proceeding by address is the most 
complete and perfect. We, the Lords 
spiritual and temporal— We, the Com* 
nions of this realm, offer to your royal 
highness the executive power. Is there 
any tribunal higher tliHB this? No^' 
there is none. If you address then the 
prince, your proceedings will have the 
highest authority ; but if you make that 
an act of parliament, which is not an 
act of pailiamenr, the want of the exe- 
cutive deprK'cs it of efficiency. He 
would attack the crown when it was ia 
full force and vigour, but he would not 
attack it when it is obscured. lie had 
fbught against it in the measure of re^ 
versions, because they were odious to 
the pcf»pie, and not beneficial to the 
crown. Mr. W. here paid a tribute to 
the dignified reserve of the prince's con- 
duct. No man could taunt him with 
saying, that be knew how he was to act 
on such or such an occasion. The mi- 
nisters were resolved, however, to rep- 
der him almost a mere pageant, and to 
deprive him of the power which was ne- 
cessary to the discliargo of his office* 
A certain general said, give me an army 
of 40,000 men, and if 1 invade this 
country, I shall either entirely subdue 
it. or make it not worth having : so in 
like manner tno minister may say^ 
** Give me these reltrictions^ and if C 
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have not the power, T will, at least, 
make power not worth the havin|]>.'* 
WUj .would you rt( up the hands of the 
kcnd of ihe executive? Why would 
jK>u attcotpt to shade (lie spleudour of 
Ihe throne ? Is (he 'splendour of the 
ttiroiie calculated to make the man who 
fills >that throne happy ? No ; it can 
make no man happy. — It exists for the 
benefit of the nation. The ritcht hon^ 
gentleman talks of jacuhins ; hut what 
JHcnhin ever proposed more alurmnig 
measures thttii thii> f He would have 
us to preserve the royal authority, not 
for the people for wnoniit was inttiided, 
IfUt for the King. In whose j^uardian-^ 
^np has the Kin^ been these seven 
weeks? In the haud> ol these usurper?, 
" I asked iiMhe privy cotincil (said Mr. 
W.) a question oi the physicians, which, 
from my hem^ overruled, received no 
answer. I asked whv sent for a certain 
physician ? I was stopped ; hut I now 
repeat it as important. Who has exer* 
ci»>c(i all the royitl lunci ions these seven 
weeks? Let them f^ive us an account 
of themselves. Is this a state in which 
kings like these ou;;ht to uo on ? We 
know that the thiiitr is only accessible, 
by one sense. Let us reiltci, that even 
when the King is perfectly well, it is . 
impossible for any information to be 
conveyed to him, but through the me- 
dium of his ministers, and sometimes, 
perhaps, of his minions. Let us re- 
flect on the unhappy state into which 
Sweden (eJi aHcr the death of Charles 
Xn. by attenipting to abridge the pow#»r 
of his successors ; when, in fact, the 
King became the mere servant of the 
state; and if we are wise, we shall be 
cautions of setting a precedent to this 
ci'untry, of a sinnlnr degradation of the 
'royal ;ntihority. 

Lord CifSiUreagh got i»f» amidst loud 
cries ol question. In the course of his 
speech the patience of the house was 
not so consniiuous as thai of his Irwd- 
ship. He bpoke in favour of the rcsn- 
lulious. 

The house then divided on the last re- 
solution. Ayes 269. — Noes 157.— Ma- 
jority IIQ. — Adjourned. 

Friday, Dec. 2t. 

Mr. Lvihhtgton brought up the re- 
port o'^the committee upon the state of 
tlie nation. 

The til St resolution wwt read a second 
rin»e, and aureed to mm. con. and upon 
the profH>siiion that the second resolu- 
tion siiouid be tead a second time, 



Lord W. Russell declared his firm de- 
termination to give his strenuous sup- 
port to the con^iitutional arguments of 
the hon, baronet near hitn, (^ir F- IJur- 
dctt) and he concludeJ with movmg the 
previous question. 

Sir F BurJeit said, that if such a re- 
solution was rtcorded upon the journals, 
it would fix an indelible odium u^nm its 
proceedings. Had any ntxc-i.iy been 
siatrd for the adoption of such a prin- 
ciple—had It been provH that there 
existed no alternDiive, the case then 
would be very dilFereni ; hut no such 
thing W4S attempted to be proved, or, 
if it was, the effort was absurd and ia- 
efiectunt. 

Mr. Lamhe expressed his regret that 
so many weeks had pas<^ed in idleness; 
he had no doubt but that it was a fuiH 
damcntal law, that the right did belong 
to the two bouses of parlianoent, to 
take upon themselves, in case of the 
Kiifg's incapacity, the power of supply 
ing the defi<:iency. He stated that the 
mode of proceeding by addrc^88 was the 
only fcgal mode £or the adoption of the 
house. 

Mr. Stephens said, that in combatioK 
tlie argumonis uf the hon. gentlemen 
who had spoken upon the opposite side, 
he was aware that he had to stand 
against a very powerful reinforcement. 
He conceived it was upon the strmigest 
principle,' although upon a single pre* 
cedent, that it was established that the 
houses of parliament were empowered 
to fill the deficiency in case of the inca- 
pacity of the King, The precedent of 
17i>8, in his opinion, a stronger prece- 
dent than any which conld'bc addueed. 
As ^o the delay of s<*ven weeks, the 
whoio house was deeply implicated in 
that crime ; hut should not that delay 
be considered as an object of approba* 
tion rather than of censure? 

Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Yorke^ and Mr. 
J. Addington, spoke in favour of tbe 
biil. Mr. Wynntt Mr. Grattan, Mn 
Elliott^ and Lord rorcliester, for the 
address. 

Mr. Pe^cevai, replied to she leadin| 
arguments opposed to the resotatiooi, 
ill the course of the last and present 
night's debate. He admitted, as he 
had repeatedly done before, that (he 
house w as placed between two altera*- 
tivcs equally ditiBcalt; butiiecoaieDded 
there was no objection offered by the 
other side of the hoitse to the nteasuft 
of . proceed in|^ by bill, thai -did not 
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cqrnily apply to the alternative, pro> 
posed by themselves, of proceed int; by 
address, lie always conceived that tbp 
kou««e «vere s!ronu;ly averse to agitate a 
meaMjte, the eflVct of whicb must be to 
suspend ti.e authority of the crown. So 
soon, h«»wever, as he was convinced of 
the necessjiy to appoint a^egeucy, be. 
did not lifsicate a moment to ur|ge it, 
and to tuke such measures as depended 
on hiin to pro«iuce its adoption. Amonj;st 
thepritioipai accusations brouglit against 
him upon the ground of this supposed 
del \y was, liiat he had thereby paralyzed 
ail the hinctions of government, civil 
and mdiiary, abroad and at home; and 
that pending the incapacity of the King, 
and the nou-nppoiniment of a recent to 
Supply his place, i»o lr(»ops could he sent 
to Portugal, nor eUewhere, nor wiih- 
drawti frf>m any fbreijin station. No 
commander, it w:»s urged, could be ap- 
pointed or superseded — that Lord Wel- 
lington, or any other general, so soon as 
informed of the resolution of the house 
of Commons respecting the King's mi«> 
nisters executing the government, could 
cot issue any commission for holding a 
court martini, or for criminal trials— 
that no money could be issued irgnn the 
treasury — nor any transaction executed 
in the business of government, without 
orders under tlie ro^al sign niauual, 
which, during his Majesty's incapacity, 
couM not be obtained. But could any 
hon. gentleman on the other side of the 
house really suppose him and his collea- 
gues such foohf in the important situa- 
tions they held, ns under such an exi- 
gency to hesitate in giving orders to the 
officer who usually countersigned the or- 
ders under the royal signature, to afiix 
tfiat sigM!iture to sncb orders as required 
it, takmg upon themselves the respon- 
sibility for such acts? Did they suppose 
that he himself, in the department he 
had the honour to 611, would sooner risk 
a mutiny in the army or navy, than use 
the King's name to order an issue of 
money from the exchequer to pay them, 
merely to screen himself from respun- 
tibility. 

Mr* Whitbread said, that the right 
hon. gentleman (iMr. Perceval) had given 
him so many and such ample topics to 
reply upon, that it was impossible for 
him to remain silent. He would msh 
that all the people of 'England^ and 
Scothnd, could witness the unb/tnliing 
hardihood, arid the during boldness, with 
fchich the right hon. genllemun avowed 



his usurpation of the jgovemmffit. He 
had confessed that he had advised the 
counterfeiting the royal signature to many 
public acts; he had coutebsed to issuing 
the public money on his own authority 
merely, and that he had exercised many 
other acts of the government on his own 
responsibility. He kuew that iu such 
diriicult circumstances a minister might 
afterwards have occasion to claim an 
indemnity fur many acts which were ab- 
solutely necessary ; but when the right 
hon. gentleman should come for his m- 
demnity, it would be impossible for him 
to forget the singular boldnts? whicl| he 
had displayed in the avowal he had now 
made. He was not surprised, hciwever, 
that th«)se ministers wlio bad trampled 
on the neck of one parliament to secdre 
their jduces, should not now hesitate to 
trample on the crown itself, and to grind 
it to powder. He look shame to hinr- 
self, that he had not on former occasion^ 
proposed to establish a permanent provi- 
sion for supplying the incapacity in simi* 
lar cases, and he pledged himself that if 
he Jived a year longer, he would bring 
such a measure forward. The arrogance 
which had been shewn by ministers on 
the present occasion was equally dis- 
gusting, and he would never submit to 
the usurpation of all the powers of go- 
vernment by such men. 

The house divided on the second reso- 
lution, — Ayes, 98 — Noes, 15. 

While strangers where excluded, the 
third resolution was carried, and the 
house adjourned till next day. 

After the gallery was cleared, Mr. 
Wynne asked Mr. Perceval, whether, in 
the event of the house agreeing to the 
restriction which would deprive the re- 
gent of the nomiuation of the officers of 
the household, he proposed to follow 
the plan given notice of hy Mr. Pitt in 
1788, oj alUiwing to the regent an addi- 
tional regal cstublinhment, and imposing 
J'reah taxes to defraif the cjrpcnce of it, 
to uhich Mr. Ferceval answered in the 
ajfirwatibe. 

Suturdatft Dec, 9$. 

The house met at two o'clock, pur- 
suant to adjournment. 

Mr Rydtr moved that a deputation 
of the Commons, consisting of L()rd 
dive, Mr. Yorkc, Sir John Nicholl, Sir 
Evan Nepean, Mr. Balhurst, Hr. WaU 
lis, Mr. Ashlfi^ Cooper, should attend the 
Lords, and request a conference with 
their h>rdship8 npoti certairv, resolutions 
passed by that bouse. — Ordered. 
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Oo the retimi of the depatation. 

Lord Ciive acauainted the bovte^ that 
the depatatiofi had had a oonference 
w^th their lordtbips, and ip compliance 
with theinttntctioos of that house, had 



eominanicatedeertaiit reiolittiofiB^ whid| 
they laid before their lordtbipty and de* 
fired their concttrreoce therein. 

Upon the motion of Mr. %dbr, te 
house then adjourned to Friday BC&t. 
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FROM THB LONDON OAEBTTE8. 



XXTmAOftOIVAET GAZETTI. 

December 3. 
d Ditpnich, of which thefollotnngisan, 

Extract^ hat been this day received at 

lord UverpooTs Office, from Lieut.- 

Gen, Viscount WelTingion^ dated Car^ 

taxo, Nov. 91, 1810. 

The enemy retirt*d from the position 
which they had held for the last month, 
with their right at Sobral, and their left 
resting upon theTagus, in the night of 
the Uth inst.and west by the road of 
Aleoquer towards Aldoentre with their 
right, and Villa Nova with their left. 
They continued their retreat towards 
Santarem on the following days. 

The allied army broke up from their 
position on the morning of the 16th inst. 
and followed the march of the enemy; 
and the advanced guard was at Alen- 
quer on the 15th, and the British ca- 
valry and the advanced guard at Azam- 
)>uga and Alcoentre on the 16th, and at 
this place on the 17th. In these move* 
roents they made about 400 prisoners. 
These troops have been followed on their 
inarch by Sir Brent Spencer's division, 
find the 5th division of infantry under 
Majoi -Gen, Leith. ' ^ 

On the 171 h, I received accounts from 
Major-Gen. Fane, from the left of the 
Tagus, that the enemy had constructed 
another bridge on the Zezere, that which 
had been 6rst thrown over that river 
having been ca«Tied away by the 6oods; 
Imd that they had on that day marched 
a large body of troops from Santarem 
towards Golegao; and I immediately 
passed Lieut.-Gen. Hill's corps across 
the Tagus at Valada, in boats which 
Admiral Berkeley had been so kind as 
to send up the river to aid and facilitate 
the operations of the army. 

Having advanced from the positions 
in which I was enabled to bring tlie 
enemy to a stand, and to oblige them to 
tetire without venturing upon any at* 
iack, it ia but justice to IJettt.-Colaiuel 



Fletcher, Captain Chapman, and tba 
officers of the royal engineers, to draw 
your lordship's attention to the ability 
and diligence with which the? have ei* 
ecuted the works by which these posi* 
tions have been strengthened to such a 
degree as to render any attack opoo that 
line occupied by the allied army very 
doubtful, if not entirely hopeless. 

Your lordship will have obsenred how 
much the effective strength of the anoji^ 
in proportion to its tot^ numbers, has 
increased lately. — There is no sickness 
in the army of any importance; and 
above one-half of those returned as sick 
in the military returns are convalescents 
who are retained at Belem tiU they wiii 
have gained sufficient strength to bear 
the fatigues of marching and of their 
duty in the field. — Besides the allied 
army^ your lordship will obserre, that 
an additional force had been provided 
from the deet ; and I tuke this occasioa 
of informing your lordship, that in every 
kistaiice I have teceived the most cor- 
dial and friendly assistance from Admi- 
ral Berkeley, and the officers and mea 
under his command. — Rear Admiral Sir 
Thomas Williams has even done me the 
favour to come up tbeTai^us to superio* 
tend the passage of Lieut.- Gen. Hill's 
corps over the river. 

in my dispatch of the SOth of October, 
I informed your lordship, that the Mar* 
quis de la Homana had joined the allied 
army in their positions in front of Lis- 
bon, with a considerable, detachment of 
the Spanish army under his command ; 
he still continues with us, and I receive 
from him much valuable advice and asr 
sistance. 

Throughout the period during whicl| 
we occupied those positions, every thiof 
went on with the utmost regularity , ana 
to my satisfaction, notwithstandiog that 
the force was composed of troops of fs*; 
rious descriptions^ and of different ds> 
tions i 9^ I attribiH* tb«ie a^f anUfA 
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tfntirdjr to the seal for the tsti^te in which 
we are engaged, and the conciliating 
disposition of the chiefs and general o^ 
ftcera of the armiei of the different na- 
tiODi; and I hate no douht that the 
tome cordiaKtj wiil pretail as long as it 
mmy be expedient that the armies should 
continoe united. 

Lieut^General Sir Brent Spencer, and 
Maribal Sir William CarrBeresford, and 
the officers of the general 8ta£P of the 
Army, have cootinued to give me every 
ms«i8t«ncie in their power. 

Downing-strectf Dec, 26. 

J[ Dupaich^ of which the following is 

a Capy^ vms received last flight at 

the Office of the Earl of Liverpool 
Jrom Lieuteuant-General Viscount 

WelUngtim; dated Cartaso^ i>e> 

center 8, 1810. 
My tord, — ^The detachment of 
the eaem/s troops commanded by 
General Gardanne, ^hich had re- 
turned to Sobreira Formosa, have 
continued their march to the fron- 
liei, and by the last accounts ha4 
entered Spain. 

I have not heard ihat this detach- 
ment had any communication with 
the enemy's troops on the left of the 
Zczere, from whom they were dis- 
tant about three leagues. I under- 
stand that, having lost some pri- 
soners taken by a patrole and by a 
party of the Ordenanza which ac- 
companied the hon. Lieut.-coloncI 
Ponsonby on a reconnoisance from 
Abrantes to the river Codes, they 
made very particular inquiries re- 
specting the position of Lt('U^•Gen. 
Hill's corps, and the means which 
the allies pobsekscd of crossing tl^e 
Tagus at Abrautes >and having com- 
menced their ma^cb from Cardigos 
towards the Codes in the mornir\g, 
they retired about eleven with great 
precipitation, and continued their 
retreat in thf same manner till they 
reached the frontier. , 

They were followed by the Orde- 
nanza, who did them much mischief 
on the march, and took much bag- 
gage from them. The enemy de- 
flfoyed many horses and mules 



which could Aot keef) ^^ with theiA; 
and this marth, if it was ordered bf 
superior authority, and is conheeted 
with any other arrangementi had 
every appearance, and was attended 
by all the consequences^ of a preci*" 
pitate and forced retreat. 

No alteration of any importance 
has been made in the position of Xhk 
enemy's troops since I addressed 
your lordship. I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wkllihotow* 

The Baring Elast Indiaman has 
arrived at Portsmouth with a carg# 
of cotton from BengaK and last 
from the Cape of Good Hope, whic& 
vessel has brought intelligence of 
the destruction of three of our fn«» 
gates, the Sirius, Magicicnney and 
Neroide, in an attack m^de upon 
two French frigates and ^n Inditt^ 
man, in one of the harbours of tht 
Isle of France. The British frigatel 
unfortunately got ashore under th^ 
enemy's batteries, and were compel^^ 
led to strike; they were» howeVeri 
destroyed by the crews before the^ 
surrendered. The intended attatc 
on the Isle of France has been abanw 
doncd for the present. It is stated^ 
in addition to the above melancholy 
particulars, that the Windham and 
Ceylon Indiameui having troops oli 
board for Madras, together with 
Major-Gencral Wctherall and famU 
ly, had been captured by the enemy. 
The Windham was retaken, but a!} 
the troops had been removed om 
hoard one of the French frigates.— h 
The following bulletin was publisb-r 
ed at the Admiralty office, contain^ 
ing the particulars of this disastrous 
intelligence, which, together with 
extracts from private communtcai* 
tions un the same distressing subject, 
will be found deeply interesting. 

BULLETIN. 

Jdmiralty-Office, JJec. 14. — ^InteU 
ligence has been received, that oil 
the 23d of August, his Majesty's 
ships Sirius, Nercide, Magicienne^ 
and Iphigcnia, stood into (he ham 
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.bour Sud Est, in tlie Isle of France, 
irith ft view to attack an enemy's 
squadron of two frigates, a corvette, 
and an armed Indiaman laying at 
ancbor there. In pushing for their 
<«tatiot» alon^ide the enemy, the 
Sirius, Magicienne, and Nereide, un- 
kappily grounded, and it was found 
iropoMsiblc to get them off, though 
the utmost skill and gallantry in en* 
deavouring to save the ships under 
drcurostances of peeuliar disadvan- 
tage was displayed. — After two days 
unremitted, but unavailing exertion, 
iinder-ihe fire of the heavy batterie», 
Capt. Pym abandoned all hope of 
being able to get off the Sirius and 
Magicienne, and they were in con- 
aequence burnt by their crews. The 
situation in which the Nereide 
grounded enabled the enemy to turn 
4be whole fire of their ships on her ; 
but even in this unequal contest, 
Capt. WiHoughby continued to fight 
her to the last extremity, till every 
o6&cer and man on board were either 
killed or wounded. All the enemy's 
ships were driven on shore, but one 
of the frigates was afterwards got off, 
■and being joined by three others 
from Port Louis, they blockaded the 
Iphigenia at her anchorage under 
Isk of Passe, on which ihland ^it 
Jiaving *>een previously garrisoned 
by us) the crews of the Sirius and 
Magicienne were landed. 

The following was posted up at 
Ubyd's : — " Letters from the Cape 
of Good Hope, dated Sept. 17, state 
that an American vessel had arrived 
from Bourbon, and brought intelli- 
gence of the loss of three British fri- 
gates at the Mauritius, and that a 
fourth (the Iphigenia) was in a very 
perilous situation ; also, that the 
Ceylon and Windham Indiamen were 
captured/' 

Extract of a Letter frotn the Cape 
of Good Hope, Sept. 26.—*' We bad 
taken the Isle de Passe, at the en- 
trance of Port South East, and tho 
Nereide was anchored off it, when a 
Freocb squadron, qousi&ting of the 



Minerve, Bellone, Victor, Windham, 
and Ceylon, captured I ml i amen, 
made their appearance in the offings 
— French colours were hoisted on 
the frigates and batteries ; but as 
soon as the French came close they 
were changed, and a fire opened »}► 
on them, which they pushed through, 
and anchored in port* South E^st,, 
except the Windham, which put a- 
bout and stood for Riviere Noire, 
but was re-taken by the Sirius. 
Capt. Pym, on receiving this intelli- 
gence, immediately worked up t6 
port South East, and was joined by 
the Magicf^nne and Iphigenta. 

*' An attack on the enemy's ship* 
was determined on, and easy victory 
anticipated. Fate, however, bad de- 
stined otherwise ; the Sirius and Ma- 
gkienne grounded on some unknown 
small shoals, and all endeavours to 
get them ofl' proved fruitless. — The 
Iphigenia got to leeward of a shoa), 
which lay lx»tween her and the ene- 
my, so that Capt. Willoughby, i^ 
the Nereide, alone gained his aHol- 
led station, and engaged singly the 
whole of this force, together with 
about 60 pieces of cannon, mounted 
on the batteries, in a manner that 
perhaps history cannot equal. The 
action lasted many hours, until 10 
at night, when she was taken pos- 
session of by a boat from the enemy, 
after every officer and man, to the 
number ol 280, had been cither kill- 
ed or wounded. The whole of the 
enemy's squadron were driven oa 
shore as well as the Nereide. 

** Capt. W'illoughby lost an eye, 
and was badly hurt about the head, 
but resolved that the English fiag 
should never be struck while be 
had a man able to fire a gun; he 
would not leave her when a boat 
from the Sirius was sent for the pu^ 
pose, but declared he would not 
abandon his wounded unfortunare 
shipmates. The Sirius and Magi- 
cienne being irrecoverable, and with- 
in long shot of the enemy, were set 
fire to and burnt. Th? crews wen 
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landed ^n the Isle deJPasse, anJ the 
Iphigenia warped up to that anchor- 
age. In the mean time the Active, 
Venus, and La Mancha, with a cor- 
▼etle, came up and blockaded the 
•ntrance, whilst La Bollonc was got 
off, and warped up. 

" In this situation wtre things on 
the thirty-first of A U!y;u St, but I am 
sorry to say, that no probability ex- 
ists of their safety. They had only 
provisions and water to hold out a 
week at farthest. They had been 
siummoned by the French to surren- 
der at discretion. Capt. Lambert 
refused this, but offered to capitulate 
on terms, being allowt'd to carry 
away the whole of the people on 
shore, and the Iphigenia to a British 
port. The answer of tho enemy had 
not been received, but it is very easy 
to foresee that this proposal will not 
be accepted." 

Troops taken on hoard the Windham, 
— 3 lieutenants, 1 etisije;n, 5 serjeaots, 
154 rank and file of di^erent regiments. 

Troops taken on board the Ceylon. — 
1 raajor-iceneral, 1 lieuL- colonel, 3 cap- 
tains, 6 lieutenants, 1 furgeon, 16 ter- 
jeants, «54 troops, principally 24th. reg. 

Cffficers* names who are made prisoners, 
— IVlHJ.-Gen. Wetherall ; Lieut.-Colonel 
Mevrick ; Captains Hughes and Blake, 
24th. foot ; Lieutenants Kelly, Dnolcn, 
Blake, Griiidley, Ferris, and Brooks- 
bank, ditto; Wetherall, 93d; Parson- 
age, 21th; Preasiley; Surgeon Feather- 
SCone ; Ensign Connd. 

The Boadicea was chased and got 
into Bourbon. The Ranger trans- 
port, and Havock gun-brig, were ta- 
ken. Admiral Bertie was cruising 
in a frigate, and it was feared that 
he might also be taken by the thret 
Frenchmen. 



• Dispatches were on Thirrsday re- 
ceived from Rio Janeiro, slating that 
advice had reached that place from 
the river Plata, of Liniors and his 
principal as:<ociates(Col. Alcnde the 
Governor of Cordova, Conchta, the 
assessor Rodriajues. and the officer 
Real Mirerio), who had been taken 
)>rrsoDcrs at Cordova, having been 



shot, by order of the new government 
of Buenos Ayrcs, at a short distance 
from t^hat city, without the form of 
accusation or trial. Four s61diers# 
fixed upon to shoot Liniers, missed 
their aim through extreme agitation, 
occasioned by being made the reluc- 
tant executioners of their late com)« 
mander, whom they had long held 
in great esteem. Liniers cried out 
to them — " Comrades have mercy— 
my ^uffcrin2;s are great. Approach' 
me that you may not miss again.* 
Several of the spectators, or rather " 
leaders of the insurrection (perhaps 
fearing the soldiers had acted from 
design), immediately ran up to th« 
prisoner, and dischargexl their pis- 
tols at him: not less than ten were 
fired, and it was observed that the 
last only effected the diabolical pur- 
pose. 

Pans, Dec. 2. — This day, Sun- 
day, Dec. 2, the anniversary of hm 
Majesty's coronation, his 'Majesty 
having taken his seat on the throne, 
and being surrounded by the princes, 
grand dignitaries, the ministers, the 
great officers, and the officers of the 
household, received the senate, who 
were conducted to the audience by 
the master of ceremonies ain] bis 
deputy. 

llis Excellency Count Garnier^ 
president, presented to his Majesty 
the following address :— 

Sire, — *' The senate h^s heard, 
with the liveliest emotion, your im- 
perial and royal Majesty's letter. 

** France beholds the accomplish- 
ment of the wishes she entertained, 
and in her increasing admiration of 
the greatest of monarchs, she exults 
to see the brilliant star of Napoleon 
illuminating a cradle, surrounded by 
the laurels of glory and the palm of 
virtue. 

" How often, Sire, have we pre- 
sented to the first of heroes, the ho- 
mage and the admiration of the 
great nation ! We offer to-day to 
the father of his country, the wishes 
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Qf tbUt Qation, which is happy ia 
vour b9ppinc$9, happy ill your hopes, 
^appy in your expectations, happy 
in all those v^ntitnents with which 
l^e is inspired by |he august princess, 
whom it esteems both on her own 
account and on yours." 

After the audience, the Empi^ror, 
leaving descended froo^ his throae, 
leceived the foreign ambassadors, 
who were introduced in the usual 
form." 

A gentleman who left Paris only 
% few days ago infopms us that 
^0,000 men were on their march to 
reinforce the French armies in the 
peninsula. Contrary to the public 
expectation, a new levy of 150,000 
recruits had been ordered to be im- 
ipediatcly carried into execution 
throughout the French empire. 

Sweden. — a deqlaeation er war 

AGAINST GREAT ERITAIN. 

We, Charles, by the grace of God, 
King of Sweden, of the Goths and 
Vandals, &c. &c. Heir to Norway, 
Duke of Schleswig, liolstein, &c.&c« 
make known. Whereas, in order 
completely to do away the doubts 
which have been expressed concern- 
ing the situation of our kingdom 
with respect to England, and in or- 
der in a more effectual manner, to 
Confirm the ties of amity and confi- 
dence that exist between us and his 
Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
and King of Italy : as aho, in ordei, 
on our part, to contribute to the 
common object of the powers of the 
Continent, namely, the conclusion 
of a general and speedy peace, we 
have been induced hereby to declare 
war against the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Inland. We do 
therefore graciously order and en- 
join, that all navigation, trade, and 
intercourse by the mail, and by all 
other correspondence by letter, un- 
der what name soever it may be, 
from aud to all the ports, cities, and 
places, situate in the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, 



and the dcpendeaciet thereof, thall, 
under penalty, according to the 
laws and decrees in that behalf 
made, entirely cease from this day. 
Accordingly, our gracious will and 
pleasure is, that our field-iparshals, 
lord- governors, comn>anding-geiie- 
rals, admirals, lords-lieutenants, tnd 
^11 other of our commanders by land 
and Aca, shall each in their several 
dbtricts and departments, togethtr 
with the officers under their com- 
mand, not only adopt measures for 
the due and prompt publication of 
this our gracious order, for the in- 
formation of the public, but also for 
the due and strict adherence thereto. 
And all those concerned are obedi- 
ently to regulate themselvea accor- 
dingly. 

In further testimony whereof wi 
have personally signed these presents, 
and caused the same to be affirmed 
by our royal seal.— The Palace of 
Stockholm, the i7th Nov. 1810. 

(Signed) Charles (l. i.) 

J.A. BoRTZELI- 
FROCLAMATIOK. 

We Charles the Xlll. &c. Lc. he. 
make known; whereas in order to 
maintain our relations with his Mt- 
jesty the Emperor of the French, 
&c. 5cc. we have been induced to 
declare war, and to break off all 
commerce and other communicatioa 
between our kingdom and the united 
kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land ; we have accordingly ordered, 
as we do hereby order and enjoin, 
that in case, contrary to our expec- 
tation, any English vessel or vessdi 
should be at present in any of tbt 
ports of our kingdom, such vessel 
or vessels shall immediately be de- 
tained. And, with a due observtnct 
of whatever has tx^en enacted in tbs 
decrees already issued in this respect 
we do order, that no English ship! 
of war, merchant ships, and, with- 
out exception, all vessels comity 
from Great Britain, her colonies, to J 
the states under her immediate go- 
fcrnmcnt, or carrying goods bei^ 
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of the produce or manufacture of, 
or belpnging to,' the crown of Great 
Britain and her subjects, shall not, 
under the severest responsibility, be 
permitted to enter any Swedish port. 

And conformable to the measures 
adopted in other states on the ccmti- 
nent against the importation of En- 
glish colonial goods, we are gra- 
ciously pleased to order, that such 
goods must not, from any town or 
place in our kingdom, after this our 
gracious decree shall have been duly 
made known there, be exported to 
foreign places on the continent. 

Accordingly, and as the stock of 
colonial goods in the kingdom is 
sufficient for some time for the want . 
of our iiubjects, we have thought it 
necessary to prohibit all importation 
into the kingdom of such goods, or 
colonial goods of whatever origin 
the same may be, or under whatever 
flag they may arrive. 

And, therefore, after thiB publica- 
tion of this decree, no vessel what- 
ever, laden with colonial goods, 
shall be permitted to put into any 
Swedish harbour. For the rest we 



shall separately order a due and 
careful investigation to be made, in 
order to ascertain whether, and to 
what extent, English or colonial 
goods, after the 23d of April, have, 
under any flag whatever, been ille- 
gally imported iuto the kingdom ; 
and we will then order bow, and in 
what manner, the said goods shall 
be legally disposed of. And the 
concerned high and low officers and 
servants are to pay due attention, 
that what has thus been ordered 
with respect to the first and second 
article be carried into execution. 

Given in the Palace of Stockh9lmy 
the Ipth day of November, 1810. 
(Signed) Charles. 

A severe haij-storm took> place in 
Bengal on the l6th of March, At 
Garden Reach, near Calcutta many 
of the hailstones wei-e of an ertormous 
size, one in particular measured 6f 
inches in circumference; and at 
Burdwan one was weighed of 30 
ounces. One of these enormous 
pieces of ice fell on a man's head, 
and killed him on the spot. Num- 
bers of caiile aud birds als6 perished. 



DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 



The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
on Wednesday the IJHh, addressed a 
respectful letter to the Prince of 
Wales, inclosing for his royal high- 
ness' consideration, the plan of the 
proceeding for a regency, with cer- 
tain limitations, which it was his in- 
tention to submit to the house of 
Commons ; and expressing a hope 
that he might be honoured with his 
royal highuess' command to wait on 
him to know his pleasure on the 
subject. 

The Prince of Wales signified to 
Mr. Perceval, that as no step had 
yet b«'cn taken on the subject in the 
two houses of parliament, he did 
not think it consistent with his re- 
^ct for the two houses to give any 
VOL. viii. 



opinion on the course of proceeding 
which had been submitted to him. 
On a former occasion it was not un- 
til after nsolutions had been come 
to by both houses, that the matter 
was submitted to him ; and then he 
had felt it to be his duty to express 
hi-j opinion distinctly on the subject; 
and to that opinion be had ever since 
invariably adhered ; anri the answer 
of his royal highness concludes with 
expressing his most earnest wishes, 
that the speedy re-establishment of 
his Majesty's hearth would make any 
measure of the kind unnecessary. ^ 
This answer was sent to Mr. Per- 
ceval on Wednesday evening ; and 
of course no interview took^Uce. 
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The Prince of Wales communi- 
cated to all the branches of his illus- 
trious family, the plan of the re- 
gency, which had been transmitted 
to him, upon which, we understand, 
the whole of the royal dukes, with 
one consent, drew up a declaration 
and prott»sl against the {orm of pro- 
ceeding; and, which they atldressed 
to Mr. Perceval, for the information 
of ministers at large. It stated in 
substance — 

That understanding from his royal 
highness, the Prince of Wales, that 
it was iiiuntled to propose to the 
two houses, the measure ut supply- 
ing the royal auihoray, by the ap- 
pointment of a regency, viih cer- 
tain limitations and rt^trictions, as 
described ; they felt it to he their 
duty to declare, that it was the una- 
nimous opini(»ii of all the male^ 
branches of his Majesty's family, 
that the)' could not view this mode 
of proceeding without alarm, as a 
regency so restricted, was inconsis- 
tent with the prerogatives which were 
vested in the royal authority, as 
much for the security and benefit of 
the people, as for tlie strength and 
dignity of the crown itself; and they, 
therefore, mu^t solemnly protest a- 
gainst this violation of the principles, 
which placed their family on the 
throne. 

And this royal protest is signed by 

Frederic, Duke of York. 

William Henry, Duke of Cla- 
rence. 

Edward, Duke of Kent. 

Ernest AuGU8Tus,DukeofCum- 
berland 

Augustus Frederic, Duke of 
Sussex. 

Adolphus Frederic, Dute of 
Cambridge. 

William Frederic, Duke of 
Gloucester. 

It was transmitted to Mr. Pecceval 
late on Wednesday night. 

To this declaration and protest 
ive understand an answer was last 
night received by the Princes from 



Mr. Perceval, in which, after the 
usual recital of the tenor of the royal 
document, he proceeds to state, that 
he had submitted it tn the consider 
ration of his Majesty's confidential 
servants — that however much they 
had to regret that the course of pro- 
ceeding which they had adopted on 
the melancholy occasion of his Ma- 
jesty's illness had not had the good 
fortune to receivesthe approbation of 
the illustrious persons, the male 
branches of the royal ^mily, yet 
they continued to consider it as the 
only lethal and constitutional course 
in which they could be supported by 
precedent — that it was the course 
prescribed in the year 1788-9 — when 
it had not only been adopted, after 
long and painful discussion, by the 
two bouses of parliament, but had 
received the universal approbatioa 
of the country at large — and they 
were still further gratified by the re- 
flection, that on the re-establish- 
ment of his Majesty's health, the 
proceedings pursued in parliament 
upon that occasion had received his 
Majesty's gracious confirmation, and 
hud been even honoured with ex* 
pressions of bis personal gratitude. 

Brief Abstract of the Opinions ^ Ik 
Majesty's Physieians, 

All the physicians concur that bis 
Maii*sty is at present incapable of 
transacting business; and they are 
unanimous in believing that he will 
uUimaiely recover. As to the period 
when that recovery may be expected, 
none of them pretend to afford any 
intimation. 

Dr. Reynolds states that his Ma- 
jesty's age is upon the whole a^atMf 
his recovery, although not so roticb 
so as if attended with more infirmi- 
ties. On being questioned what e(- 
fect the King's bUndness might have, 
he answered that, as it prevented 
certain sources of irritation it was 
beneficial, but as it shut up sources 
of amusement it was calculated to 
retard recovery — being pressed wb^ 
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ther the evil or the good predomina- 
ted, he professed himself unable to 
determine. He confessed that tho 
relapse which his Majesty had expf- 
rienred since the meeting of the privy 
council, had greatly "distressed the 
physicians — and put the prospect of 
immediate recovery to a greater rfw- 
tance, but did not render ultimate 
recover)^ improbable. He repeated 
to a question from another member, 
that the physicians were less sanguine 
of speedy recovery than when before 
examined — he observed that the King 
was now in much the same state as 
in the latter end of 1788, and the 
beginning of 1789 ; but the disorder 
varied so, it was subject to so many 
fluctuations, that when they saw the 
King a little better for tuo or three 
days, they xvere sanguine, and a re- 
lapse threw them back again — it was 
impossible to give ^ any positive and 
decided opinion — nobody in such a 
disorder has ever been able to set the 
ttme of recovery. He staled that the 
King was frequently indisposed with 
frver, and that to a serious decree — 
be had both a mental and a bodily 
disorder. Dr. Reynolds thus de- 
scribed his Majesty's mental com- 
plaint. — *^ His memory is entire, his 
perceptions are entire, and his acute* 
nens is considerable, which appears 
from every now and then a cotnment 
on any thing that is stud. His judg- 
ment is perverted^ and his discretion 
is asleep at times — though every now 
and then there are gleams of both, but 
thty are transient/' Dr. Reynolds 
understood that, beyond a doubt, 
his Majesty's derangement was oc- 
casitmed by his anxiety and distress 
of mind relative to the Princess Ame- 
lia. None of the royal family had 
seen his Majesty since Dr. Reynold's 
attendance, but the Lord Chancellor 
had been admitted to him, the day 
before the meeting of parliament. Sir 
Henry Halford had mentioned to his 
Majesty that the Lord Chancellor 
'was at Windsor — this he had done 
without the concurrence or know- 



ledge of the other physicians — they 
did not approve, but they did not * 
dissent — as the King had been led 
to expect the Lord Chancellor, they 
thought it might irritate him were 
that expectation not gratified, they 
therefore C(»nsented to the interview 
— it continued for about a quarter 
of an hour — none of the physicians 
were pn'sent. On being asked whe- 
ther the physicians desired that the 
Chancellor should see the King be- 
cause aware that parliament toas to 
meet the next day f he answered thai 
he did not know wheiher that teas not 
one of the reasons. 

The doctor farther stated that the 
King might recover, and be able to 
transact public business, but that some 
vestiges if the complaint might re- 
main, VVhen questioned more par- 
ticularly on this most interesting 
point, he said that no doubt there 
mighi'be times when the Km%might 
be perfectly competent to every thing, 
and that now and then a little hurry 
or something, might for a quarter of 
an hour agitate him, but that it would 
all subside again. He understood 
this was the case in his former reco^ 
veries. He did not speak this from 
personal knowledge, for he had al- 
ways ceased to visit the King when 
he was declared quite w<lL — After 
this declaration, he understood the 
King was subject, not to paroxysms 
— they could scarcely be called such 
— it was more a hurry of manner 
than any thing else. He said when 
the King was ito flurried, from a lit- 
tie opposition, if he was told that 
there was any business to transact it 
composed htm direst ly. In 1801, af- 
ter Dr. Reynolds had retited from at- 
tending his Majesty, he had a relapse 
at Kew — but the doctor did not see 
the King in that relppse — be thought 
his Majesty so well that he might 
withdraw with propriety — he thought 
it xcould have a good appearance to 
the public that he had withdrawn — 
that it would be a confirmation to the 
public that the King was getting welL 
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On being asked whether the complete 
recovery of the King was the same 
as the complete recovery of any 
other person afflicted with the same 
disorder, to be intrusted wtth any 
thing he maif have to transact^ -whe- 
iher public or private^ the doctor rc^ 
plied^'' I think so,*' 

Dr. Bailiie stated that his Majesty 
was at present better than at some 
former periods of his malady, but 
he did not think that of late there had 
been much appearance of improvement. 
He thought if the constitution were 
not much weakened, that former at- 
tacks of the same disorder, gave 
hopes of recovery from the present. 
He said that the Kin^ was much 
harried on the 25th of October, but 
there were signs of hurry before — 
he had observed them before. The 
Loid Chancellor was admitted, that 
parliamtrnt might have an account 
of his Majesty* health, independently 
of that given by the physicians. He 
thought that the circumstances of his 
^lajestys present indisposition indi' 
eated^ that it would be of a longer 
continuance than some of his fonner 
indispositions. He had a less sttn^ 
guine expectation of his Majesty's nU 
iimate recovery than when examined 
btfore the privy council^ but the dif- 
ference in that rc«pect was very lit- 
tle. He was less sanguine of the 
King's speedy recovery, »or the re- 
mission from tlie last attack of his 
Majesty did not appear so perfect 
as some of the former ones were. On 
other points Dr. Bailiie evpressed 
opinions coinciding with those given 
by Dr. Reynolds. 

Dn Heberden was very sanguine 
ffi ultimate recovery. He thought 
the King was in much the same 
state as be was when the doctor was 
examined before the privy council. 
He had seen the King the morning 
before his examination. }\\s Ma- 
jesty had passed a very good night, 
but it having been mentioned to him 
that his physicians, or some of them, 
Vfsre going to town for the purpose 



of being examined, be believed, ow- 
ing to that cause, bis Majcbty had 
a little hurry upon him, at the time 
when the doctor saw him — be con- 
ceived it was owing to that cause 
because his Majesty's conversation 
w^as directed to that .subj<xt. By 
the word hurry he meant talking 
more rapidly, and with quicki r tran- . 
sitions from one subject to another 
— not talking incoherently. He 
thought the King's recovery might 
not be very* distant, and explained 
this by referring to the duration of 
his Mnje'sty's former disorders. He 
attended the King in 1 804 — signed 
the bulletin stating that bis Majesty 
was pi-rfcctly well — after this ac- 
companird his Majesty to JVeymoutk 
— his Majestif was then liable to imr* 
ries^ but he betiexed that at any time 
of any day his Majesty was competent 
to transact bv sines i^ he considered 
the hurries vestiges of his Majesty s 
malady. 

Doctor Robert Darling Willis ex- 
pressed the same hopej> of ultimate 
recovery as the oth« rs, and thought 
his Majesty's age, as his constitu- 
tion was so sound, \vould not retard 
the cure. Jn 1801 he did not sign 
the bulletins, but he saw and ap- 
proved of them ; — he concurred in 
their opinion that the King xwM per- 
feci I y recovered, although some Hitle 
remains of hurry about his Majesty 
remained. A relapse then took place, 
his Majesty s sertatUs transacted hu* 
siness with hitn between the recovery 
and the relapse. He thought the 
Kings hurries were vestiges of his 
complaint. If a jmticnt had been vn- 
dtr his care more than once he xcould 
expect his return more than after the 
J^rst attack. 

Sir tienry Halford had thought 
he observed his Majesty agitated be- 
fore the 25rh of October-^his Mt- 
je ty*» illness increased rf^pidly on 
the 28lh — he was now worse than 
he was on the 2.Sth of October. He 
thought the King might have tra»' 
sactcd bmness up (a the ^Jtk otnigM 
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— on the 25lh he obierved the King's 
conversation and manner hurried — 
yet up to the $8M he eouid transact 
business — ^he thought so — supposing 
the King was in the same state noiv 
as he was on the 9.7th of October , he 
would declare him competent to tranS" 
act pubHc business, 

Mr. Perceval had seen the King 
once, and the Chancelior twice ^nce 
bis illness. Sir Henry entered into a 
long explanation of the pircumsian- 
ces which led to the last introduc- 
tion of the Lord Chancellor — he 
found the King that rooming invol- 
ved in a great ma^y errors and mis- 
conceptions, and he took the liberty 
of mentioning the Chancellor's name 
as a medical expedient. He thought 
a beneficial effect had resulted from 
it. Sir Henry never thtmght his Ma* 
jesttfs recorvery would be speedy. 

Dr. Baillie attended the commit- 
r tee again to correct some immaterial 
mistakes in his former answers. He 
tajd the King was principally in 
the custody of Dr. Willis, but not 
exclusively so. 



TRIAL. BY JURY. 

On the 22d ult. the l6th anni- 
versary of the TRIAL BY JURY, the 
annual dinner at the Crown and 
Anchor was attended by upwards of 
100 gentlemen. — Mr. Aid. Wood 
in the chair. — After the health of 
" the Kino" had been drank. 

The Chairman observed, that this 
was the iGih celebration of the an* 
niversary of the Trial by Jury, the 
value of which, he thought, from 
the office he had lately filled, no 
one could more -correctly appnciate 
than himself. During the time in 
' which he was in office, he had paid 
particular attention to the n^ny de- 
fects in the mode of selecting juries ^ 
and had i\sed every exertion in his 
power to correct those defects ; but, 
sorry be was to say, that his exer- 
tions had been fruitless. The Trial 
by juty must ever be considered as 
the glory of tl^c English law, and it 



was incumbent on evfry individual 
to concur in preser\4ng this invalu- 
able institution in its original purity. 
He could oot avoid noticing the re- 
cent increase .of the number of «pe- 
citf/ juries, which he considered aa 
by n^ means favourable to the im- 
partial administration of justice.— 
To individuals, in the decision of a 
question requiring peculiar informa- 
tion, the decision of a special jury 
might be advantageous; but in con* 
stitutional points between the crown 
and the people, he thought a cbm- 
mon pannel indiscriminately selected 
from the mass of individuals liable 
to serve on juries, raoie consistent 
with the. spirit of the constitution. 
The books in which the names of 
freeholders were, or oUi2?ht to be in- 
scribed, were notorimsly deficient.-^ 
It would be scaicely credited, that 
these books were made out by the 
petty constable, and that half-a- 
crown was . the common fee for ob- 
taining the insertion of a name. 
The freeholders' book for Middlesex, 
a. county in which there are several 
thousand freeholds of thevalue^of 40s. 
contained only about 500 names I! 
But the most reprehensible practice, 
with respect to special juries, was 
the frequent recurrence of the safoe 
names. There- were particular indi- 
viduals, whose constant appearance 
on special juries was a ground of 
inost serious complaint. — ^The wor- 
thy alderman concluded by propo- 
sing the highly constitutional toast 
of** Trial by Jury." 

On the ** Memory of Vicary Gibbs^ 
Esq.*' being given, 

Mr. Henry Hunt contrasted the 
enthusiastic reception of that gentle- 
man on his visit to Bristol, immi> 
diately after the state trials in 179*» 
with that of " Sir Vicary Gibhs," 
his Majesty's attorney-general, to 
the same place last summer. 

In proposing " The Liberty of the 
PresSy* Mr. Clifford made several 
observations upon the proceedings 
whi^h had taken place in the morn- 
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fng, in Ae court of King'* Bench ; 
in the course of which, he reproba- 
ted a practice that had lately be- 
come too common, of pleading guilty 
to every alleged libel on which the 
attorney-general thought proper to 
tDove for a crimiiml information. 

The Ckairman could not help say* 
}ng a fbw words on the subject a)« 
luded to by Mr. Cliflfbrd, ift whose 
sentiments he entirely concurred, 
and particularly tn the two cases of 
libel that had been before the couit 
in the morning ; for with rcf pcct to 
the allegations contained in the pub- 
lications of the article on which the 
prosecution was founded, he felt per- 
l^ct confidence that the testimony he 
could have given of facts to which 
.be was himself a witness in Picca- 
dilly, would liave furnished matter 
lor the serious consideration of a ju- 
ry. Nor would his testimony have 
been without corroboration, and that 
too, from a most respectable source 
— no other than his coadjutor, Mr. 
Sheriff Atkim, who, however reluc- 
tant- he might have been to come 
forward on such an occasion, would 
certainly have been compelled to 
confirm the facts to which he had 
alluded. He had never ceased to 
icgret, that on the occasion of the 
unfortunate disturbances in Picca- 
dilly, he had not, in the first !nsiance, 
exerted the authority of the civil 
power, and dismissed the military. 
It was his belief, that with the assis- 
tance of twenty constables only, what 
was called the mob in Piccadilly, 
inight in the first instance have been 
dispersed ; and he should have no 
hesitation in taking upon himself the 
entire responsibility of the conse- 
quences of dismissing the military. 
Such, indeed was his determination 
OB the night preceding the day on 
which Sir l\ Burdett was taken to 
the Tower, nor should be have de- 
ferred dismissing the military, and 
calling out the civil power, unlil the 
following day (when it was too late,) 
but that he undetbtoud (rum Mr. 



Goleroan, on Sunday night, that the 
warrant would not he put in execu- 
tion as it had been. Unfortunately 
he had, from the very commcnceaicnt 
of the disturbance, been left to act 
alone, his colleague being out of 
town ; from whom, however, he had 
no reason to expect any cordial or 
Tigorous co-operation in the mea- 
sures which he was known to think 
proper to be adopted on that acca* 
sion. • 

The Chairman retired at half-past 
nine. He was succeeded by Mr, 
Bentley, and the remainder of the 
evening was passed with conviviality. 

In the court of King's Bench oo tha 
«8th ult. Messrs. Harvey and Fibber, 
the printer and publisher of the Day, 
newspaper, were ni ought op to receive 
sentence for a libel on the horse guards 
during the tumult in Piccadilly, previ-i 
ons to Sir Francis BordeilV; committal 
to the Tower; when ibev were each 
sentenced to 13 months' imprisonnieoi 
in Newgate, and to find security, tbem- 
selves in ^OOl. and two sureties in 100|. 
each, to keep the peace for 3 years — 
Same day, Mr. Daniel I^vell, the prin- 
ter of the Statesman newspaper, for copy- 
ing the same libel, aad for another lifcfel 
on the comraissioners of the property- 
tax ai Manchester, was sentenced to f 
years imprisonment in Newgate (vis. 
one year for each libel) ; and to find se- 
frurity to keep the peace for 3 years, 
himself in ^OOl and two sureties in 250i. 
each. — ^Judgment had been suiTered to 
go by default in both causes. Mr, 
Lovell stated that M^fssrs. Cowdroy and 
Ilarrop, the Manchester printers, m 
consequence of concession to the com- 
missioners, were not prosecuted ; and 
as he had done the same, be hoped this 
prosecution would havt^ shared the same 
fate. 



Court of King's Benck, Dec. 6. 

An action was on the ifith inst 
tried in the Court of King's Bench, 
brought by Mr. Dubost, an artist 
of eminence, against the Rev. Mr, 
Beresford, son of the Archbishop of 
Tiiam, for cutting to pieces a paint- 
ing which was publicly exhibited iq 
Pall Mall, under the title of Ikaaty 
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and the Beast. It appeared from 
tbc evidence that Dubost had come 
to this country with an historical 
painting of Damocles, which was of 
acknowk'diTcd merit, and which was 
purchased for 800 guineas by Mr. 
Hope, who, to encourage the ariist 
to improve his talents, engaged him 
to paint the portrait of his lady, for 
400 {guineas. Subsequently a dis* 
agreement arose between them, when 
Dubost, to punish some imaginary 
affront, offered by his patron, cari- 
catured hjm under the figure of a 
beast, purchasing the consent, but 
not the aff(*ctions of his wife, with 
gold, This picture he publicly ex- 
hibited with some others in Pall 
Mall, until the defendant, brother 
to Mrs. Hope, justly indignant at 
the attempt to calumniate his sister, 
cut in pieces the infamous exhibi- 
tion by which they were to be load- 
ed with disgrace, or submit to be 
laid Under contribution. The exhi- 
bition latterly produced near 201. 
per day, and the plaintiff laid his 
damages at lOOOl. — Lord Eltenbo- 
rough, n'garding the exhibition as 
a malignant effort to wound the 
peace of Mr. Hope's family, obser- 
ved, that It had no right to be exhi- 
bited, and might have been prevea- 
ted on an application to tho Lord 
Chancellor. The jury would there- 
fore give merely the value of the 
print, canvas, and coh>ur. Verdict 
for the plaintiff— Damages 51. 

• December 19* 

BILL V. BYRNE. 

Mr. Topping stated this to be an 
action brought by a respectable mer- 
chant in this city, against the de- 
fendant, who, it appeart*d, by the 
affidavit at the tftamp office, was 
the sole proprietor and printer of a 
daily paptT called the Morning Posty 
for printing and publishing in his 
paper of the I5th May last, a libel 
highly reflecting on the character of 
the plaintiff. The publication in 
question was titled, " Mr. O'Connor 
and Sir F. Burdett ^ and purported 



to give an account of a speech of 
the Attorney General of Irelaacl, de- 
livered in the Irish house of Com^ 
monson the 19th of February, 1799» 
on an application for the release of 
Mr. Roger 0'Conner» and stated to 
h^ve been extracted from the DMim 
Journal of the 21st of February, 
^799' The part of the piiblicatio« 
containing the libel complained of^ 
purported to be a letter from Arthur 
to Roger CConner, dated 15tb of 
February, 1798* "i the following 
words — " I have sold all my pr<*- 
perty to Burdett, yet it may still go 
on in my name, and the rents ane 
to be transmitted to Hugh Bell, 
Esq. Charter-House-Squaro. Mr. 
Bell has been for some time past 
confined in England on a charge of 
high treason," A more gross, scan- 
dalous, or wanton libel than this, 
against any man ui the rt^spcctablci 
situation of the plaintiff, at a dt»- 
tance, too, of so many years from 
the date ol the transaction, could 
hardly be figured. The paper in 
which the libel in question appeared, 
he had never been accustomed to 
read, nor even to piruse any part of 
its contents, unless such as he found 
re-copied for the purpose of comment 
into some other papeh He therefom 
could not be supposed to have any 
prejudice either against the paper or 
against its proprietor. Of Sir F. Bur- 
dett too, he knew nothing farther than 
public report, not having the ho^ 
nour of being known to him. Ifkc 
hndy and 6ir Francis uouid iave 
taken his advice^ the praait dt^fen* 
dant should not have slept a single 
flight brfort he had heard of the libH 
he had m this paper published against 
Sir F, The defendant had put in 
to this declaration, first, the genera! 
plea of not guilty, and also.a justi- 
fication, in which he alleged, that, 
in point of fact, the plaintiff had 
been apprehended and detained some 
time in custody on a charge of high 
treason. Neither of these pleat, 
however, he trusted, woulc^ avail 
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the defendant to day. Indeed, he 
was utterly at a loss to conceive 
what course the defendant meant to 
steers He was aware of the unplea- 
sant Situation in which his learned 
friend (the Attorney General) niuH 
fcel himself placed, in having this 
day to defend so infamous a libel, 
accustomed as he had lately been 
to carry on so many prosecutions 
against the diurnal press of this 
country. He was afraid hi^ learned 
friend would feel himself as awk- 
ward in his pn»sent attempt to de- 
fend a libi»l as he had yebcerday been 
in his attempt to play on the im- 
proved patent flageolet. That his 
learned friend, in the prosecutions 
be had carried on, had gone beyond 
the strict line of his duty, he (Mr. 
Topping) was far from supposing. 
He knew that his learned friend 
possessed a giant's strength ; but of 
this he was alM> aware, that while 
his learned friend knew that to pos- 
sess the strength of a giant was nolde, 
be was not ignorant that it was cruel 
to use it as a giant. 

Evidence was given of the fact of 
the defendant's being the sole pro- 
prietor of the Morning Fost^ and of 
the publication of the libel in that 
paper. 

The Attomey General for the de- 
fendant, contended that the plaintiff 
must be nonsuited, it being charged 
that this was in a publication of and 
concerning the plaintiff, whereas it 
was given in a speech by the Attor^ 
oey General of Ireland. 

Lord Ellenborough put the party 
pn his di fence, resiTving to the At- 
torney General this point, if be 
wished it. 

The Attorney General could not 
but express his regret and his sur- 
prise, that his learned friend (Mr. 
Topping) had lent himself to the 
slanderous and scandalous Imputa- 
tions attempted to be thrown on 
bim. He appealed to every action 
of his life, from his boyhood up to 
the present momcot, in contradic- 



tion of any imputation of improper 
dishonourable, or partial conduct 
observed by him, particularly in the 
discharge of his public duties. He 
then proceeded to argue, that the 
present publication, which his client 
was sorry had not been suppressed, 
so far as the name of the plaintiff 
was concerned, was not meant to 
apply to him, but to Sir F. Burdett 
and Mr. O'Connor, and to lift them 
down from the stilts on which they 
had presumed to elevate ihem<elves. 
He should however shew, that, in 
point of fact, the present plaintiff 
had been apprehended, detained, and 
examined, on a charge of treason ; 
which, he submitted, must justify 
the publication in question, tBere 
being a justification on the record. 
Evidence was then adduced to 
prove thaft a warrant was issued 
against the plaintiff on the 5th of 
March, 1798, which was delivered 
to the officer on the 6th, and eiic- 
cuted on the 7ih of the same month. 
The prosecutor was carried to the 
secretary of state's office, where be 
was examined before the privy coun^ 
cil, and was then discharged. 

Mr. Topping, in reply, vindicated 
himself with considerable warmth 
and feeling, from the imputation at- 
tempted to he cast on hire by the 
Attorney General. * He had not leal 
himself to any man wishing to throw 
out scandalous or slanderous impa- 
tations against the Attorney Gene- 
ral. He never had, and never should 
lend himself to any man. He bad 
not imputed to the Attorney General 
any improper motives in the pro*^ 
cutions which he had carried oo, 
nor had he even insinuated, that, ii 
any instance, the Attorney General, 
in carrying on those prosecuiioDS, 
had exceeded his duty. The Attor- 
ney General, howe\'er, seemed !• 
have erected himself as a colossns, 
under whose great thigh every otb«r 
person must creep to an ignoroinioos 
grave. He (Mr. Topping) cooU 
never consent to such a degradatioa* 
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He should Rcver coriseirt to hold ex- 
istence at the order of such a poor 
thing as himself. 

Lord Ellenhorougk hcgged that 
^ntlepen would, as much an pos- 
sible, in ihe present irritated state 
of their feelings, abstain from per- 
sona litirs. 

Mr. Toppiitgy after apologising to 
his lordship, proceeded to insist, 
that no justiAcation, nor any thing, 
even amounting to an apology for 
the libellous publication in* question 
had been alleged ; he submitted, 
therof(jre, that the jury most ft^et' 
themselves called on to give damages 
proportioninl to the plaintiff^ situa- 
tion in life, and of such damages no 
gentlemen would be better judges 
than themselves. 

Lord EUenborongh was of opinion, 
that the justification did not apply, 
in as much as it amounted to this, 
that the plaintiif had beeii appne* 
heoded on a charge of treason; 
whereas, in fact, he had only been 
arrested on suspicion of treasonable 
practices, and had almost imnwdl- 
ately afterwards been discharged. 
The jury would therefore give rea- 
sonable damages. 

The jury found for the plaintiff*, 
damages — Five hundred pounds, 

THE KING V, CkADDOCR AND JOT. 

This was B criminal information against 
the publishers of the Anti-Jacobin Ma- 
gazine for a libel on the Rev. Dr. Hod^ 
son, Principal of Braten Nose College, 
Oxford. The libel arose in an article 
inserceri in that work on the late election 
of a Chancellor for that University, on 
which occiision Dr. Hodgson was one of 
the friends of Lord Greiiville; and in 
speak ifig of him it stated in substance, 
f bat when the situation of Principal of 
Bra2en Nose wasjlately vacant, the pre- 
sent principal (Dr. Hodgson) went to a 
senior fellow of the college then resident 
near London, and asked him if he iuten* 
ded to become a candidate for the va- 
cant office. He was told by that reve- 
rend gentleman, that himself did not 
intend to become n candidate because 
be thought another member had better 
pretensions. Dr. H. asked if he would 
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write to that geucfedfatt, and ofl^red M 
take charge of the letter. Thegt^itl^ 
man did so» and gave the letter to lyr^ 
H. who put it in the post, but tm^>rta^ 
nately it never reached its destinatiod, 
and Dr. H. iofat imprffved the gMat 
apportvnity cf the others abitentej iiiot 
he secured the prize Jbr himn^, the ptt^ 
secucor never having beard of tlie va»' 
cancy until he heai'd also of "Dt, ITtf 
election to ilie vacant officfe.' 

Mr. Attorney-Generuly who led <«•' 
the prosecution, stated that tins was thcf 
libel complained of, which mipoted td 
Dr. H. most base conduct in snppressif^ 
a letter which be undertook to A>rward, 
and thereby availing himself of an op- 
portunity of the absence ol' another gen-* 
tleman, whose absence was procuiM 
by that suppression, to secure to himself 
th« election of the vaCant office. Td^ 
impute this to a roan, he supposed nd 
man in* his senses would' contend mn§ 
not a libel, and indt>ed tlie Oiuit of 
King's Bench- before wlionA tlie rule waif 
moved^ had already given judgment otf 
that point, by granting the rule for' thl^ 
criminal information. 

The publicntion of the Magaeine waj 
pro^*ed, and the libel read* 

Mr. Cunroodf as counsel for the ^e* 
^ndants, addressed the jury at cdosi* 
derable length, and c«mtended that thtf 
paper did not amount to a libels Befbie 
be went to the cotibideration of the paper 
itself, it was fit, he said, the jury should 
tmderstand the ooctiSiou on which it was 
publisijed. They could not but knof» 
that there was now pending a mighty po- 
litical question, which divided tlie opi^ 
nions of our wisest statesmen and most 
profound politicians; he alluded to the 
question of catholic emancipation^ It 
was in discussing' this question as con- 
nected with the election of a late Chan- 
cellor of Oxford, that the alleged libil 
took place. It could not be unknowiy 
to the jury that the University of Okfurd 
had presented no less than three ad- 
dresses against granting the proposed 
indulgence to the catholics, and yeC 
they afterwards elected as the head of 
their university the man who was con- 
sidered the champion of the catholicA in' 
parliament. How this could be recon- 
ciled to tl»wr fonner recorded opinions, 
was difficult to solve. Ii was impossible 
to suppose that a wise, learned, and 
virtuou:^ body looked merely to the man 
who it was supposed would succeed to 
power and influence for the disposal el* 
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vitret tmd bmeficeti and that tolotioii 
being reyeettdf ihtt thins remained iii- 
ciplicable. Tha Anti-Jacobin, as tha 
warm dafander of the protesuot iiite- 
tasl» oould not pass by rliis momentous 
question, and collaterally the prosecu- 
toKf name was iiurodooed. That tba 
author had a right to discuss it, no one 
vooMdeny. The Attorney-General hot 
the day before yesterday had aaid» ha 
was a friend to moml| political^ and re> 
l^gKMia dtscutsion, to the eatremett point, 
§br the safety of the pobi it peace. Here, 
then, ha bad the AttornavHjenerars opi- 
won that he would not have Yoluntarily 
prosecuted m the present oase, at least 
It was fair infetence^ ibr it never could 
be ckHibted hut thdt Dr. H. the prmci- 
pal of a leading college, the director and 
^f emor of tlie ingenious vootb of the 
emptrp, whom he fonned both by bis 
precept and example, bad the turbulent 
and vindictive passions so far in con* 
trovl, that theie was no daoi^er gf his 
being provoked to a breach of tbe peace, 
«ven tboa)(h his feelings were wounded 
by the publication. With respect to 
thelibel, he willingly admitted it charged 
Pr. H. with an ungeotlemanly Jinetsr, as 
B geniUwutn be was intitled to have it 
vtracted, and an apolo^ made to his 
scared sensibility. This, th^ learned 
gantleoMti said be was ready to do, and 
spoke tn bandsome terms of Dr. H. ; but 
baviog conceded thus much as a lawyer, 
it became him to contend publieatioB 
was not a libvL Dr. U. now demanded 
Jbga/ judgment, and upon that question 
the jory would not consider him entitled 
to a verdict^ because by etiquette he 
was entitled to an apology. As he ap- 
pealed to law, the jury would decide 
accordiifi to law. Examining the pre* 
sent case by those principles, he con- 
tended it was imposMble to pronounce 
it a libel without cutting up tbe freedom 
etf'the press by tlie.very roots. 

Lofd JilllKnboraugh said, it was cer- 
tainly the province of the jur}* to deter- 
mine if libel or not. His lordsl\ip then 
lead tbe paiagrapb, and staled it to 
be his opinion thut it was a calumnious 
libel. 

Tbe Jury hesitated for some time, bnt 
at length found the defendants — GnUtif, 

Important Information to Parish Qf" 
Jlcer$, — Upon a case reserved ft>r the 
opinioo of ttyc Court of King's Bench, 
arisifig out of an appenl between tbepa- 
nsh of 4U SnintSi Derby, and tbe pa- 



rish of Lambeth, in Sorrey, and argued 
last term, it has been determined, that 
00 person can serve the offices of Church- 
warden and Overseer at the same ttnie ; 
and of coorse, that all the acts of a per* 
son so appointed, are illegal and void. — 
The appointment to th^ two offices 
mast necessarily be of separate and dis- 
tinct persons. 

Dread/td Accidents. — On Friday 
evening, about 6 o'clock, a house 
in Wbite-Hai*t-Catirt, Strand, occu- 
pied by Mrs. Grant, tallow-chandler, 
fell do WD with a dreadful crash. 
W. Andrews, of tbe 2d. foot guards, 
and his wife (lodgers), were both 
killed on the spot; their bodies an 
TM)W lying at a ucigbbouring pub- 
lic-house for a coroner's loqueat. — 
Their child was saved by bein^thmwn 
out of the window ; it received se» 
veral contusions, but every hope is 
entertained of its recovery. 

A roost melancholy accident hap* 
pened at Dover on Friday morning 
the 15th« instaut, when an immeiHa 
quantity of the cliff adjoining the 
castle, leading to the moats bulwark, 
fell with a dreadful crash into the 
ordnance timber-yard underneath, in 
which was situated the house of Mr. 
Poole, the foreman of the carpenters, 
which was entirely destroyed, and 
his wife, five children, und neicc, 
buried in the ruins. Mr. Poole, at 
the time tbe clilf fell, had arisen to 
see to the workmen, and had, only 
just pasM.*d the threshold of his door 
when he was buried breast deep, and 
though he survives is very much 
bruised. The cliffy which was hi* 
tberto considered as one bard rock, 
is supposed to have cracked and gi- 
ven way in consequence of the lata 
heavy rains. It is supposed, up- 
wards of 2000 cart loads of chalk 
have been precipitated from the ch01 

On Saturday night another largf 
portion of the cliff fell down, as ap- 
pcarvby the following letter: — 
" Dover, Dec. l6. 

** The reccpt fall of the cliff, aad 
the calamity it occasioned, has spread 
grout alarm about Dover, which w«\ 
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increased last night. The watchman 
guing his rpunds heard some chalk 
•tones falling, and an unusual noise 
•f the back of Snargate-strect, which 
occasioned him to awaken the per- 
sons dwelling near ir, but before se- 
veral could dress themselves, a fall 
took place, about seven or eight 
doors above my house at the back 
of Captain Thomas lIaroraond*s pre- 
mises; people left their houses be- 
tween one and two o'clock in tho 
morning with their families, very 
much frightened, and another fall 
took place, which carrknJ away the 
back- kitchen and laundries of some 
of the houses, and the quantity fil- 
ing up the hollow space bctwet^n the 
houses, cflused some of the fragments 
to run into the back chamlx'rs, in 
one of which a man and bis wife 
alept, but they did not receive any 
damage. We judge about a thou- 
sand tons have faHqp, but happily 
no lives were lost. Several persons 
have quitted their houses, but some 
return in the day, and only sleep 
out ; this is a necessary caution, as 
it. is ieaied that more will come. 
The crash was so great with this fall 
that it was heard by vessels at sea 
above a mile fn^m the shore/' 

The Brititn NaVjf, — There are now 
in commission 706 ships of war, of 
which 157 are of the line» Q5 fn>m 
50 to 44 guns, 173 frigates, 155 
sloops of war and yatchs, 6 lire- 
ships, 174 armed brigs. 42 cutters, 
74 schooners and luggers; besides 
which, the number repairing and 
building will make a total of 1084, 
•f which 258 are of the line. 

The Algerine Ambassador landed 
at Portsmouth on Monday, from the 
Fortun^e, Captain Vunsittart, and 
was saluted with 17 guns by that 
ship, on leaving her, and by the 
guns on the platform battery. He 
has brought with him 25 large cases, 
containing jewels and other valuable 
articles, as presents to his Majesty. 
There arc besides two lions, two ob- 



triche^, four antelopes, one moun- 
tain cow, and three Arabian horses. 
Lucien and Madame Bonaparte, 
with 5 daugters, 2 sons, and a num- 
ber of servants, landed ki Plymouth 
on Tuesday afternoon the 18th. a- 
midst an immense concourseof spec- 
tators, and proceeded to one of the 
hotels. Mr. Mackenzie, our late 
negociatfH- at Morlaix, who became 
acquainted with Lucien some years 
ago at Home, was sent by ministers 
lo inform him that the Eirl of Powis 
had olferi^ his seat of Linures, in 
Montgomeryshire, for his aiccomo- 
dation, during his residence in this 
country.- '*'' * '^ ' t ..^i.-^ u..-. 



-This offer Luciei^ has 



gratefully accepted. 

So great has bt*en the desperation 
proiluced among the French prison- 
ers, by the failure of the negociatious 
f4)r a cartel, that within thesKi few. 
days, three of them jumped over* 
board from the Bi*infaisant and Ilec* 
tor prison ships, at Plymouth, and 
were drowned. One of them was an 
officer. 

A furious epistolary attack has 
been made by Gen. Clavoring upon 
Lord Folkestone, in consequence of 
a letter of his lordship's in Mrs. 
Clarke's book of the Rival Princes. 
Although nothing shoit of broad 
swords, or pi^ttols muzzle lo muzzle, 
could at first satisfy the blustering 
General, the whole terminated with- 
out the parlies mei*ting each other. 

jrestminster Abbey. — ^This vene- 
rable pile will be restored to all its 
former grandeur. Mr. Wyatt, the 
architi^t, has undertaken to put the 
walls and ornaments in a complete 
state of durability, without doing 
the least injury to the monuments. 
A drawing of the original structure 
has been found, in a vase taken 
from the Court of liecords, in a 
high state of preservation. From 
this the artist will be enabled to 
produce all the minute ornaments 
which time has di-slroyeiL. The 
saints which htood in the niches are 
uS re-appcar. 
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Skidclawy the mountain-pride of 
Cambcrland, and tKc admiration of 
numerous visitors from all parts of 
the united kins^dom, was sold on 
Wednesday the 2ist. ult. for the sum 
of 19701. The purchase comprises 
1? 32 acres. 

Magnanimity oftwelt>f Irish saiiors. 
"»— Archihald Hamilton Rowan, Esq, 
being imprisoficd in tjie goal of New- 
gate, Dublin, for what the admini- 
stration of Ireland termed a ^ scan- 
dalous and malicious libel,** escaped 
from this prison on the night of the 
1st. of May, I794i and was conveyed 
on board a small vessel in Dublin 
harbour, that had been secured for 
him by a friend. A proclamation 
was directly issued by government, 
offering lodol. reward for his appre- 
hension ; and another by tlie corpo- 
ration of Dublin, from whose jail 
he had escaped, offering 5001. for 
the same purpose. The sailors of 
the ship in which he was concealed, 
knowing whom they had on board, 
shewed him the two proclamations; 
to which Mr Rowan answered — 
** Lads, my life is in your hands V 
and made them fully acquainted with 
the cause of his danger and flight. 
They instantly assured him they ne- 
ver would betray, but would protect 
him to the last extremity. Accord- 
ingly, on the first change of wind, 
they put to sea, and landed him 
safely in France! !! 

It is an ill wind that bloxcs nobody 
good! — Lady Denbigli is the posses- 
sor, for life, of the estate of the late 
Sir ChaHes Ilalford, the reversion 
to which being in Dh Vaughan, he 
has taken the name, and has been, 
granted the baronetcy of llaHord. 
Timber growing must be for thtt 
heir; but fallen timber is the. pro- 
perty of the present possessor. No 
less than 400 fine trees upon this 
estate have been blown down in the 
late gales, and are thus converted, 
by law and by wind, into a boon 
for her ladyship's pocket. 



A late publication respecting the 
penal code of China, among other 
curious intelligence, infornn im of th« 
following law ; — " If any officer he* 
longing to any the of departments of 
govern ment,or any private individual, 
shall address the Emperor s» fraitt 
of the virtues^ abiiitieSt or svcccssfui 
admhistration of ' any of his Majesty 9 
confidential ministers ^state^ it is to 
be considered as an evidence of the 
existence of a treasonable combina* 
tion, subversive of the government^ 
and shall, therefore, be investigated 
with the utmost strictness and accu« 
racy; the cause and origin of these 
interested praises of persons high in 
rank and office being traced^ the of- 
fending party shall suffer death, by 
being beheaded, after remaining in 
prison the usual period. His wives and 
children shall become slaves, and hi9 
property shall be confiscated." Wc 
do not profess to be acquainted with 
the characters of the present roini« 
sters of Htatc in China; but we aro 
of opinion, that England could sup- 
ply that country with a set of mini* 
sters, peculiarly qualified to secure 
its inhabitants against the penalty 
of this law./ How safe would the 
heads of the Emperor's subjects be 
under the adroinistratioii of Messrs. 
Perceval and Co.l What individual^ 
owning a sound head, would be ift« 
duced to bring it in danger, by an 
address extolling the jmhlic tiriwea 
— abilities — or successful admmistr^' 
tion of such men ? 
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3 per Cent Cons. 8hut 

4 perCenjt 81} 

5 per Cent Navy, Shot 
Lung Ann. 17^ 
India Stock, Shut 
India Bonds 17f. p. 
Excheq. Dills 5s. p. 
Omnium djdis. 
Loliery Tickets %\k 8s. 
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J? OR these six weeks past the two houses have been debating on 
tlie subject of the Regency, and the people at large appear to have 
fixed their attention on the same subject, that is as far as any object 
of a public nature can^x that attention ; for as to the great majo- 
rity, apathy seems to have seized them on all national topics how- 
ever important. Two or three petitions have been presented to the 
house of Lprds and Commons expre^ive of the opinion of the 
petitioners that his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ought to be 
appointed Regept without any restrictions, and' these are almost the 
only expressions of the public voice on the [>resent occasion ; which 
however, affords us no great sur|)rise, when we reflect on that in- 
difference on subjects of much greater importance, which, to the 
.'disgrace of a free people, Who enjoy the riglit of publicly meeting 
to discuss the measures of government, and to express their opimon 
of Ibe conduct of their rulers, has characterised the British nation, 
more particularly for the past twenty years. Such iudifference, 
whenever it becomes general in a nation, may be ' regarded as (oo 
certahi a prognostic of national ruin. 

Our readers will perceive in our following pages that a most 
respectable correspondent, who has frequently and ably advocated 
the genuine rights of Britons against the boroii;i^h-monger faction, 
and those pretended Whigs who plead for a government of court 
influence instead of that which we have a right to, — of I^RBfi ^h- 
PRBSENTATION', bas controvered a position we'laid down in oiir 
last — "That iu the present instance of a sospehsTon of the lloyal 
" functions, and for which there is no provisii)tl made by the con- 
** stitution, it is the ri^ht and the duty of the represent at iyes of 
" the people to provide the means of sup()lylng the defect." Our 
correspondent has not, however, we 'are of opinion, advanced any 
thing that affects our arguments. It seems to be'allowed cm all hands, 
that the constitution has not provided for the case alluded to. W« 
, therefore he^ leav< to repeat, that la this, as well as all otheV mat- 
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tm ID which the Itws and constitulioa are nlenf, the soreteigtf 
power devoWes on those who represent the different estates which 
compose the body of the people. The throne n not now vacant, nor 
it there a d^miw in any ^nse of the fiord. It might as well be said, 
tliat any bodily indisposition which prevents the actual exercise of 
the royal authority for even a week or a day, causes a dewdu or a 
Uicaney. All that has been quoted from former periods of the 
British history has no application to the present case, and it la 
somewhat surprising that men of sense can affirm, ** that we are 
*' now in exactly the same state as the kingdom was in 1688." We 
on the contrary l>eg leave to affirm, there is not the least siroikrity 
in the two cases. In 1688 the king, or rather the tyrant who had 
too long been suffered to disgrace the name and the office of king 
fled from the people he had injured, and oppressed : the throne 
therefore was in consequence declared vacant, and was filled by 
another prince to the perpetual exclusion of the fugitive despot. In 
1810, mental indisposition suspended the exercise of the royal 
powers; but so (ar from a demise having taking place, a short 
time, as was the case on a former occasion, may re-state the sovereign 
in all the plenitude of his authority. 

When we put the question,—" Why, if the Prince of Wales has 
^ a right to the crown, during the life of his royal father, does he 
^ not at once enter on the exercise of that right ?" so far from 
imagining that the people would ever *' summon those to their 
^ tribunal,'' who had declared that the sole right on the present 
occasion was vested in the representative bodies, we presumed that 
the.Prince of Wales had by his proper and dignified conduct set the 
qnestion completely at rest. We shall only add ou thb subject^ 
that the conduct of his royal highness is conclusive on this point. 
If he had, without any previous declaration or invitation from the ' 
great councils oif the nation a constitutional right to the sovereignty, 
we repeat the qnestion, why did he not, the moment his father wa^i 
, declared by his physi^iann to be incapable of attending to busiaess^ | 
at once assume hb right ! If the laws of the country gave him the 
. BIGHT, it was hb puTT to act agreeably thereto. The conduct of 
. his royal bigbneis evidently proves hb own opinion tp be that he 
liHd no sttch RIGHT* 

So far from the people at any future period, callmg those to 
their tribunal who have declared it to be, *' The right and the 
" DUTY of their representatives, lawfully aii^embled, and fully, and 
** ht^y, representing all the estates of the people of thb realm, to 
" provide the means for supplying the defeat of the royal an* 
'* thprity ;" — we are persuaded that the people if duly sendUe of 
their collective dignity, will ever consider such a resolution as the 
expression of the proper honuige due to the national sovereign^. 
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A more constitutioiial or noble resolutioD* in which the people am 
explicitly acknowledged to be the fountain of power, never adorned 
the journals of the two houses. It affords a standing lesson of ii»- 
structioD to the people, and a frank acfcnowledgmeot on the part 
of our rulers, of the popular right to a frequent, free and con^^tc 
representation, and may justly be considered as a positive sentence 
of condemnation on the conduct of those persons who, with perse^ 
Tering obstinacy, oppose the grand measure indispensibly necessary 
to make this resolution accord with the actual state of things^ and 
give it full effect— A repohm of parliament. 

We have thus endeavoured to defend, and to impress upon the 
minds of our readers, the great importance of the resolution adopted 
by the Pitt adminbtraiion in 1788, and by the Pbrgbval adniii> 
nistration in 18 JO as the foundation principle of the proceedings 
respecting the appointment of a Regent. Our sentiments on tkm 
occasion may somewhat differ from those entertained by persons 
for whose characters and general conduct we entertam the greats 
respect : but we must confess, that in political, as well as in theo- 
logical discussions, we are not overfond of calling any man ** mas* 
** ter upon earth." The more we reflect on the subject, the more 
are we peisuaded that our opiuions are founded, on the genuine ceo* 
stitution of our country, and on the important principle, the grand 
foundation stone of all legitimate government — ^THE SOVBREIOMTT 

OF THE PEOPLE. 

But, althoi\gh we have joined Mr. Pitt and those of bis school 
io this part of their political career, our readers will not be greatly 
surprised to find we are so soon compelled to forsake them. The 
whole course of their proceedings afler the very first step, eihlUt 
I such a mass of absurdity, inconsbtency and effrontery, as evkteatly 
^prove their grand prevailing motive to be, love of place, and that 
jheir most ardent hope is by dilatory proceedings to preserve tbeir 
especiive situations; or should they be compelled to leave them, te 
able as much as possible, by ce-obfaiemg the disposal of aii the 
honours and emoluments of government, to pteserre all that power 
and influence of which they have hitherto made but little use» ec-^ 
cept to accelerate our national min. 

The authority of the two houses to appoint a Regent dnriag Ihe 
suspension of the royal functions having bftu asserted ; the next 
point to be considered is the proper person or persons to be ap- 
pointed to fill this important trust, and tbe conditions on which it 
is to be deputed. It is agreed on all hands that the heir appa- 
rent, is indeed not only the most proper, tMit indeed the o«ly par- 
son who should be appointed to fill so high a station. As aaiidst 
tfae differing, and opposite opinions of parties, there existed no 
^iflference of ophiion on this point, it was tbg bonnden dlity of «u* 
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■bten, aot to ]«te a.niiQMit in itstoriiif tbt xt»Avffb irtiAori^ 
^tbe stale ; and it b acarioeljr ppsiible to inoagine how way imptN 
^ly honest man, of |>bin common sense, can avoid p^rceiyii^ that 
the best, easiest and most simple means of accomplishing this ne* 
eessary object, would huve b^ an address of the two booses to 
his royal highness the Princb ap Wales to take upon bimsdf 
the important office, subject to such restrictions atf might be 
tjUemad expedient, by any law or laws passed by both bonsea^ with 
the assent of the Prince Regent. No one can for a rnomenl 
hidttlge the supposition, that his royal highness would have refused 
Ills assent to any measure which might have obtained the approba* 
lion of the democratic and aristocratic branches of the legblatnre. 
It was likewise the boonden duty of ministers, and the two houses 
net to assume any authority in cas^s not determined by the laws 
and the constitution, but as the necessity of the case imperiously 
-demanded. Bnt what was the coqdMct of Mr. Pitt, followed by 
^Mr. Pebcbval 7 The phantom of the authority of the great seal 
has been conjufed up, and a resolution of the two houses is to im- 
part to the Lord Chancellor the royal authority, by empowering 
him to affix this seal to a comtm'ssion for opening the session of 
parlianient, after they have been debating for these six weeks past, 
and again to affix it to a bill to be passed for the appointment of 
% Regent ;-*two assumptions pf the regal pqwers equally wanton 
and unnecessary. Tlie right and the duty of the two bouses 
'to appoint a Regent had been solemnly recognised. Why not with* 
'.out any further deviation /rom the settled course of the constitutioo, i 
-immediately fill up the important office? To the very phraseology A 
tif the ministerial bill appointing a Regept^ the language of Mr.nj 
tSheridan, on the motion of Mr. Perqeval to amend some gr 
^literary bhmdert in the. resolution respecting the great seal to 
^Mhed ro the commission to open parliament, which had 1 
^i:ommitted by the transcriber^ Juay be n(i9st justly ^^lied. 
'*^&ougb be did not rise to oppose the motion, he confessed 1 
' ^ eould see no impropriety iaaUowiog the language to be no 
'^«eal, as it bore mm ntmr a re$emblMnce as pomhh to the 

^'j^ocffdiftf."— The act for the appointment of a Regent sets ofit'' 

' titith dedating hb Miyesty's. incapacity to exercise the royal fbnc- 

) 4ionsy and then proceeds by declaring the appointment of his royal 

- liighnesa the Prince of Wales to the impo^taii^ office of Regent, by 

) the two houses, ** by and with the consent of the King's most ex* 

•*' oellent Mi^jesty ;" that is <' by and with the consent" of a person 

'Wb4in the afflicting hand of Providence has for these three months 

'^pasl deprived of his reason, and on that account pronoiraced by 

i't4ie very bill to which our Goihamie senators gravely tell us ^ 

(|i«e§ |iis i9y9i assent, incapable of exercising the royal functieiis ! 
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Tlils^truly, was the precedent haqdcd down to posterity by Mr. 
Pitt, which has beca closely followed by Mr. Pbecbtal» 
aod highly panegyrised by their mutual friend and dear chrUtian 
brother Mr. Wilbebfoecb, which is not so surprising however, 
as that it should have obtained the sanction of the two houses. 
All precedents must and will assuredly one day be examined at the 
bar of reason and common sense; and it need not excite any great 
degree of astonishment should some future statesman use language 
respecting these famous precedents, similar to that of a late states* 
man, concerning certain resolutions of an bouse of Commons, In 
the early part of the present reign, which he publicly declared— ^ 
<* he regarded no more than he should the resolutions of an asaem- 
*• bly of drunken porters in an ale-house I" '' 

The manner in which the " restrictions" have been proposed by 
ministers, and resisted by opposition, reflects no gieat honour on 
either party. Tlie restrictions proposed by the bill are as follow. 
No peers are to be created ; — No offices are to be granted in 
reversion, or for a longer period than during pleasure, except those 
which are by law granted for life, or during good behaviour, and 
except pensions to the chancellor, judges, and a few other officers. 
The principal part of the royal household it is likewise proposed 
^lall be vested ia her Majesty. These restrictions are to last for 
twelve months. Amidst all the warm debates to which the pro- 
posals of muiisters have given rise, we remark that there is no dif- 
ference of opinion, respecting the additional expence to t lie nation 
of the household of the Piince Regent, ki consequence of the 
I household of the royal invalid being preserved entire. An hundred 

thousand a-year levied in taxes, to support the office of Regent in 
regal splendour, is deemed of no consequence, and the people we 
are assured will cheerfully submit to this additional burtheii of 
f taxation, splendour being o|ie of the chief supports of monarchical 
ft.' government, and indispensibly necessary to the comfort, and the 
welfare of his M^sty m his prcMnt state, as well a^ that of the 
^ Prince Regent. If our representatives had not been quite so liberal 

of the money of their constituents on some other occasions, — had a 
few millions less been squandered in unjust and unneccisary wars, 
in foolish, extravagant and unsuccessful expeditions, and enormous 
iioecures on the tnbe of nothing (o do gentlemen^ the people we 
are persuaded would not with less cheerfulness have submitted to 
the taxes necessary to support the* splendonr of the court of tl^e 
Prince Regent, and of the household of his royal and afflicted father. 
The restrictions insisted on by xthe present ministers^ argue on 
their part no common share of effrontery. Do they imagine it 
possible for the counsellors of the Prbcc Regent to abuse the pow^y 

VOL. VIII. 
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of making peers or bestowing pemioos, sinecures, &c. nwre (has 
it bas been abused for these twenty five years past, that is from the 
commencement of the Pitt administration t The house of Lords 
has increased in number during that period almost double, aud were 
An impartial inquiry to be made into the merits of a great majority 
of the new mi^de peers, we should find they consisted in the extent 
of their influt^nce as boroagh-mongers, and makers of members of 
the hou?»e of Commons. With res|>ect to sinecures, peiuions, &c. 
is it possible for any men to grasp at them with greater eagerness 
than the men now in ofiice? Would not Mr. Pbbcbval have 
been in possesion of a valuable sinecure /or iife, .the chancel lorsliip 
of the Dutchy of Lancaster; in addition to his other sinecures, (to 
say nothing of his places,) had he not been prevented by an address 
of the house (VT Commons requesting that the ofiice might be be- 
stowed duriii^' pleasure only ? Has not his brother Lord Ahdbn^ 
a sinecure amounting to upwards of 20,0001. per annum ? Has not 
Mr. Perceval secured to himself the reversion of this enormous 
sinecure? W<i might ask questions somewhat similar respecting 
Lord LivBKPm)L, and other members of the cabinet, their rela* 
tives, minions, &:c. Have not this pbalaox of place and aiiiecure 
holders, with perseveHng obstinacy resisted — too successfully 
resisted — the repeated attempts of the house of Commons to abo- 
lish the practice oJT granting places In reversion? And these truly, 
are the men who pretend it would be dangerous to trust the Prince 
with those portions of the royal prerogative, the exercise of which 
they have so selfishly and shamefully perverted. Their most ardent 
hope, it is evident by their perpetual delays in settling the regency, 
and by the very sanguine expectations they are in the habit of 
expressing of his Majesty's speedy recovery, is, that they shall remaia 
out of place for a very short' time, and accordingly it seems to be 
their determination that the rbyal prerogative shall io these ia* 
stances be suspended until the exercise is again under their ioflu- 
ence, so that the choice favours of a court shall be bestowed on no 
persons but themselves, their friends and supporters. No greater 
insult could possibly be offered to the Prince than insisting on such 
restrictions as the condition of his acce^nce of the regeney ; and 
the calm, respectful and dignified manner in which his royal high- 
ness has expresifed himself on this subject, proves that the iosutt is 
not more gross than it is unmerited. 

From the mean, selfish and disgnsting conduct of adminbtratioo, 
•vi\\o are fearfully clinging to their places, we turn to that of the 
opposition, the majority of whose leaders appear to be eager to dis- 
possess their opponents of situations on which they have been in the 
habit of casting a " longing look,** and which now approaches to 
exultmg expectation. It aflbrds us pleasure to observe any exoep> 
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tioBs to the general conduct of the party. Lord HoLX^AND.wbo 
h3$, hitherto proved the uniform aod consisteut advocate of reform 
in general, aod of parliamentary reform in pai:ticular, has placed 
.the subject of '< restrictions" on its true groun<ls. Referring in a 
recent debate to the opinions he had frequei^tly expressed respecting 
the increased influence of the crown, he objected to \)fie proposed 
restrictions as arguing a want of confidence in the Prince Regent^ 
aod insinuating the danger of hb abusing the exercise of the roya^ 
prerogatives entrusted to. him. I'his constituted the plain, simple^ 
pioper, and we will add, the onlj^ ground of objection which tbf 
opposition ought to have taken ; had this been the case, many 
useless, and worse than useless debates, might have been spared, the 
governmeut would not, in all probability, have so long remaii^d with* 
out a head, and the Pr'mce of Wales would ere now have been 
entrusted with those prerogatives of which he ought to have 
been in possession three months ago. Bui what have been the prin- 
cipal grounds taken by the opposition members in general ? They 
have proclaimed to the world that the full exercise of all these 
prerogatives is absolutely necessary for the support of what they 
term a strong government; land as the hon. Mr. Larabe has 
neatly expressed it, '* that so much has been said and written 
.«< by sensible men to prove the necessity of the increased influence 
[' of the crown, that doubts may reasonbly be entertained whe- 
*' ther it ought to be diminished Y* Thus in the opinion of the 
opposition the streiigth of the government consists, in the influence 
of the crown ; and to this opinion is to be attributed the long and 
ardent debates respecting the management of the royal household^ 
It appears tliat nearly 200,0001. is annually paid in place's, and pen- 
sions to noble lords, and hon. and right hon. gentlemen, who are 
under the immediate influence of the crown ; and we are assured 
that if this influence is divided, the government witlbe.so Weakened 
that there is great reason to apprehend the ministers ' of the Prince 
Regent will scarcely be able to carry their measures ! 

For the honour of the British^ constitution ; for the honour of the 
two houses; for the houour of the people at large, we most earnest- 
ly hope these statements are unfounded. What must^ be the reflec- . 
t ions of foreigners when they ^ read the debates on these subjects I 
How often has it been loudly proclaimed in the senate, and echoecf ' 
and re-echoed from every part of the kingdom, that the British consti- 
tution is the admiration and envy of the whole world, although it 
has we confess made us hesitate as to the accuracy of these panegy- 
rics, when we find them sounded almost wholly within the limits of 
Britain, and that in the various revolutions which have taken place 
in Europe and America, no great inclination has been discovered to 
adopt this universally *' admired and envied" constitution. We have 
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Bt f itnet saspected thtt this ** echniration and enry** is coofined t* 
the theory of the constitution^ and that Ihe actual adminiitratkm 
icing in so many respects opposite to that theory, the ** envy and 
" admiration" boasted of has somewhat diminished. In what does 
the strength of this constitution consist t Oui* best writers answer, 
in the free, equal, and frequent representatioo of the people ; in the 
independence and integrity of the democratic and aristocratic 
branches, and in the free exercise of the constitutiomil prerogatives 
of the crown; — that the different branches of King, Lords, and 
Commons are to be considered not only as acting in union for the 
benefit of the community, whose servants they are, but that they 
are likewise to be considered as checks on each other, should either 
branch attempt to encroach on the constitutional powers eutmsled 
to each, and that in this union and coutroul consists the exceltence 
and the strength of the government. But now we are informed, 
even by those who have been long cbm|>lainin£; of the increased in- 
fluence of the crown, of the baneAil tendency of the power of 
granting reversions, of the number of placemen and pensioners in 
the two houses, and of the abuse of tli^ prerogative of |>eer-making, 
that the full possession of all these powers and all this increased 
influence is indispensibly necessary for the Prince Regent, and that 
on this " full possession" depends the strength of his government. 
If this statement be correct, we may venture to affirm, that tt is of 
little consequence which of the parties prevail, how much they jostle 
one another by tiie divided t>owers and influence of the executive 
authority, or, in short, whether we have a Percbval or a Grbn- 
vjLLK administration. 

The restrictions in themselves abstractedly considered, and were 
they not designed to mark the Prince [as unworthy of that confi- 
dence reposed in his royal father, do not appear, some of them 
at least, fo be very objectionable. The limitation of the number 
of peers was an idea entertained by that wise, perhaps the wisest 
monarch of the Brunswick race, George I. and had there existed 
some restriction on the exercise of this prerogative it could not 
have been to grossly abused by Mr. Pitt for the purposes of h» 
own unprincipled ambition and love of power. AHer the numerous 
batches of peerages which have been baked during the present reign, 
we do not perceive any great harm would result to the nation were 
the ministerial oven to be ^closed for a year or two. As to the 
power of granting reversions, no persons have called more loudly 
for its annihihitioo than the opposition members. Were tbe re- 
strictions in these instances to last as long at least as the restriction 
on the Bank from fulfilling its promise of paying its notes in cash, 
the real strength of the government so far from being thereby di- , 
aainibbed would be increased. 
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Ministers have professed, in the business of the Regency, to 
follow pretty closely the precedent set them by Mr. PiTt, and the 
opposition of* tlie present day seem to have followed in a similar 
manner the example set them by their predecessors. The com- 
plexion of the debates in the two houses, in the year 1788, have 
been justly characterised, by one who took a conspicuous part 
in them, and from whom few would have expected so frank 
and candid a confession. Mr. Shbridan in a recent debate allu. 
ding to the trahsactions of that memorable |)eriod, observed as fol- 
lows: — ** The whole argument of the other side of the house is the 
^ precedent, the whole precedent, and nothing but the precedent 
** of 1788. Tliat seems to be the whole burden of their song. / 
^ have the u\Q'HEST respect /ar the great man who woe then 
*< at the head of the adminietration ; but I will venture to say that 
*' if ever there wa3 a precedent on your journals which disgraced 
*' this house, it was that precedent^ This is a time when we must 
" speak out. I say that those times were disgraced by party beat 
^ and violence, and that they are not fit to be rememl>ered. As aa 
" instance of the improper length to which that heat and violence 
^' was carried, I should have only to bring to the recollection ctf 
** tlie house the language which was spoken by Mr. Burke on that 
" occasion ; language which 1 will not disgrace the house by men* 
" ttoning. When I say that a gentleman in this house, [Mr. Pitt] 
*' went the length of slating that the Prince of Wales had no more 
^ right to the regency than any other member of the bonse, I have 
** said enough to shew the improper length to which party teal was 
•' then carried."* — ^Yes f Mr. Sheridan, you have said enough to 
enable us to form a tolerably correct opinion of the dtflferent par^ 
ties of that day, and you must excuse the friends of consistency^ 
if they too deem it their duty to " speak out, and after your pro^ 
" fession of the highest respect for tbe great man tlien at the 
" head of administration/' whose measures yon for many years 
steadfastly opposed as ruinous to his country in the extreme ; whom 
you frequently declared, deserved to be brought to the scaffold for 
his crimes ; — you must excuse us for thinking that your recent profet* 
sion of th^ " highest respect for this jgreat man," reflects as' 
little honour on you, as you confess tin debates on the Regency 
did on your party. And if your remarks .were applied to the de- 
bates on the same subject which have lately taken place, the ap« 
plication would we fear be nearly as just. The opposition of the 
present day, and tho'se who are expected to form the, jcabinet of the 
Prince Regent, instead of leading a long insulted, abused, and op* 
pressed people to expect a new system in which peace am) RB- 

♦ Report in the Morning Chronicle, Jan. 3, 1811. 
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FORM sball be the objects pursued, hold out notbing but a cooti- 
JMiauce of the old system of war and corruption, and all the 
abused prerogatives, and increased influence of the crown are now 
represented as constituting tlie strength of government, and indi»- 
pensibly necessary to be exercised, as hitherto, by the cabinet of the 
Prince Regent. ' 

What can induce those members of the senate, who for so many 
years were in the habit of warmly opposing the measures of Mr. 
Pitt us the most detrimental to his own country and to Europe; 
who described his system as a compound of injustice and unpoltcy» 
tv< anny and opt)ression ; who charged him with being the author of 
all the blasted coalitions, and the disasters on the continent ; who 
recollect the fatal stabs he gave to the liberties of Britons ; — who 
profess to )>e the follower» and admirers of his grand opponent Mr. 
JPox, who told <' the great man now no more,*' that " be liad shed 
** more blood in wars of injustice abroad than Lewis XIV. and 
" aimed at more innocent live» at home than Henry VUl." — Whal 
can induce these opposers of Mr. Pitt and his system, now to ber 
<ome bis panegyrists ? Are we to understand that they are more re^ 
KonciM to that system, and intend followmg it should they be able 
Ao get into f^ace ? If this is not their meaning and design, all their 
jMUiegyncs on " the greal man now no more," are equally hypocri- 
jtical, worthless, and ridiculous. 

Mr. WiLBERFORCS, to'^the degradation of his character^ not 
4M)ly as a British senator, but as a man who has made high profesr 
^onf, and written in the defence of evangelical Christianity, has re- 
^qtly repeated his extravagant encomiums on the administrations of 
i^th Mr. Pitt and Mr. Percryal. It is one of the most unfa- 
vourable signs of the times, that Christianity, although more gene- 
jpitilff professed, is less practised than at almost any period since its 
£r6t promulgation, and that many of its principal professors^ who 
ji^y ^aie regard to its precepts in private life, instead of consider? 
^ jtas a religion which in its effects is " pure, peaceable — wiib- 
ff out partiality and without hypocrisy," are too apt to consider it as 
baviug nothing to do with their conduct in public life. We there- 
Arc find them, as in the present instance, glorying in their friend- 
fbip with, and in the memory of " the great man now no more ;*' 
ihat 18, of a vicious man in private, and a corrupt man m public 
life : — a statesman who equally outraged the laws of his God and bis 
country; a Badianalian Sabbath-breaking duellist^ and who, towards 
the close of his guilty career, appeared so conscious of his crimes, — 
of the oppressions which, contrary to the laws and the constitution, 
he had. heaped on the heads of his innocent countrymen, that, to 
protect himself from the demands of justice, he applied to a corrupt 
and infatuated senate for a bill of INDBMNITV ; which being as 
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readily granled as asked, for ever prevented tlie obtaining of any 
redivts for repeated injuries, sustained by men whose only crime 
(Qnpardonable in his sight) consisted in .their persevering in those 
sentiments which this guilty statesman once professed for the par- 
poses of deception and ambition, and which he apostatized from as 
toon as he had accomplished his purposes. It need not excite sur- 
prise that the evangelical paneg3;rist of Mr. Pitt, and of the mea- 
sures of his administration should be the panegyrist of Mr. Perceval 
and of liis measures. The piracy^ conflagration, and massacre 
which characterised that most di.^;raceful act recorded in the British 
aenalss'tbe Copenhagen expedition, having particularly excited the 
admiration of Mr. Wilberforce, ther^ are, wc conceive, no atrocities 
wliich can possibly be committed that may not be defended upon the 
same principles. From such a system of faith and practice, we can- 
not, however, help exclaiming — Good Lord deliver the christian 
world ! 

It affords us some consolation to find that a check has been given 
to the imlecent panegyricks on " the great man. now no more," by 
the seasonable rebuke of Sir Samuel Romilly: the challenge he 
gave to his admirers respecting the success of any of his measures, 
not havmg been accepted, we hope the insults so frequently ofiered 
to the British nation will no more be repeated. 

It was our intention to have noticed the conduct of the different 
party writers, who in the business of the Regency have so' ^rvilely 
followed tlie directions of their employers. Our limits however, 
will only allow us to present our readers with one extract, wittch 
for meanness and malignity, a«::ainst the members of the royal ^ 
family, exceeds any of those libels which have during the present 
reign, attracted the .notice of the Altorpey General. We have 
now the loyalty of our ministerial writers brought before us in a 
*! tangible shape," and our countrymen surely after such a s|)ecimeii 
can never again be deceived by their professions.* 

♦ Extract [from the remarks in the Courier on the protest signed by 
the Princes against the plan proposed by Mr. Psrceval respecting the 
Aegency. 
. " The public jealousy of the new estate which has so unexpectedly 

?>rapg i^ in the realm, should not be allowed to sleep. ' The college oj 
rinccSf asserting an initiaiivCf is a new, extraordinary, and alarming 
iQsjjtution in this country. One of the must important principles in our 
constitution is, that public servants shall be responsible. Hence it has 
been truly affirmed, that no son or brother of our King can constitutionally 
be permitted to hold any office of trust, as family feeling would rescue him 
from punishment iu the event of misconduct. A great and striking m« 
stance of this nature lately occurred. But if that doctrine be sound, what 
iliould be our astonishment at finding, not a Prince or two holding public 
•ffices, but a new class, a new estate starting up to assert a right of giving 
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The aflairs of the centiMiit aod of Anierieil demand our serious 
attentioD. A state of lengthened indisposition has hitherto prevented 
Of from enterinj^ on the subject. We hope however, in our ensuing 
number, to be no longer in af rears to our readers. 

Harlow, Jan. 29, 1811. B. F. 

an opinion on any great measure in the contemplation of government. The 
college of Princes ! Such a college existed in the Germanic constitution, 
lately laid low ; but now, for tlie first time, it is heard of in the armies of 
Great Britain. The Princes protest againtt certain proceedings contemplated 
for the establishment of a Regency ; their protest is solicited and organized 
by the intended Regent * Once a capuin, always a captain,* it b said m 
the play, and so no doubt, will say the Princes. ' Your royal highness the 
Regent has called upon us, in our character, as a class, as Princes, as the 
blood roynl, to exercise our initiative on the proceeding founding your govern- 
mcnt; and if tee have the power npon the most important meature, me mtitf, of 
course^ have it upon inferior proceedings. In future, therefore, we shall as- 
semble in a body, discuu and decide upon every step ifi the contemplation of 
government. We have got a veto^ and are established in the right ofdeddmg 
what measures shall or $hall not come before parliament. Shew us the ministry 
that shall, in future, attempt any great measures, without the previous 
sanction of our initiative/ We ; the supeiior class in the state, the prinoesy 
the blood roynl !" Such might justly he the language of t^e princes, if their 
protest were any thing more dian waste paper, at which the lomcst clerk in 
the treasury must sneer. Sad and melancholy is the prospect to the country 
arising from this most unwise and unconstitutional proceeding ! Who is the 
evil genius that could advise the Prince of Wales to resort to it ? It is ac 
unconstitutional and arbitrary in its nature, as the attempted cry againss 
^ fresh taxes'' for a due income to support the Regent, is mean, narrow* 
minded, and vulgar. — Tlmt the Princes, themselv^, have resorted to tbb 
course of their own free will and mere notion, is a fact incredible. They 
must know that as Princes, they were nothing more than great babiei with 
royail corals and^bellst ju^t learning to walk in the |iatbs of state ; and thai 
by making them English noblemen, with seats in parliamHit, the King 
breeched them into political manhood. As Prince Ernest and Pnoce A4<A^ 
phus they were nothing more than great boy$f kiodly regarded by the pabHc^ 
but without power or weight in the community; pretty creatures foe a 
duchess to have dancing at her ball, but of no influence m the government. 
To give them this influence they were made peers of parliament;^ to assodtte 
them with the most powerful class they were made English noblemen of tho 
most exalted rank. If the character of Prince be not inferior to that of 
Duke, why were they created ? why not left with the title te which tbef 
were born ? As English noblemen of the ^highest tide they comosaod re- 
spect, because their class is most eminently respectable. Js Princes tWf 
Mink back into the character oi great looby boys, with toys and tattles. 
What evil genius has persuaded them to drop their parlumentary fur their 
princely character } To take a step which, as they knew it would be dis. 
regarded, must expose their impoteuce and excite derision 9 Lei them act 
in parliament, but let them never' be heard again in their princely coUecuve 
capacity, if they do not wish to become obnoxious. The history of the dmt 
of French Princes is not forgotten /** 
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4^tm^9 oftM lOM DeQOfiUr^ 1810ft 

JI£f§A6EQ?JiM IMPERIAL AVIX 
J . .HMXAL MAJRSTV. . ' 

..Sevatimia — J Jbave ordered my 
ruipisx^rjivi forsign ,a6aire to com* 
ti>|iiv.catc to yvi^ I Ik- sc\*eraJ circum.- 
tXft^^es wf^ic^ocgasiod thejittictigi) 
%f, Huilmid witl] j^o empire. 

Tlie orders publisihcd by the. Bri- 
ti^}) ccMAncil in UOG and J1807 have 
];pf)t ii^ pieces ibe. public, law of£ii* 
rqpe. A new order of things governs 
I bo Ijoiivepsei. New securities be* 
coming necessary to me, the juncr 
t>qii|of tha mouths of the Scheldt, 
frf* tke Meuae, the Rhine, the Cms, 
thfi \VQs<?r, and the Elbo, with tho 
cmpKe, the establish men t of an in- 
land navigation with the Baltic, have 
»ppe^red to n»e to be the first and 
IDO^t Mi|)qrtant. 

J[,Jba^Ci ordered the plan of a canal 
to. bo prepared, whiqh will be exe- 
cuted in tl|e course of five years, 
an^ >iriU conn,ect the Seine with the 
S^tk. , . 

* :Thoj« princes will- be indemnified 
who* may fiad themtK^lvcft circum- 
■cribed by this great mensurc, wUich 
i% become absolutely necessary, aad 
which will rest the right of my fron« 
tiers upon the Baltic. 

Brfore 1 came to this determingtton, 
I apprised England of it. She was 
^quainted that tlte onijf means. for 
prpHrvijfg the independence of Hoi* 
nnd' "was to retract her orders tn- 
eQun^il,qf 1806 and 1807, or to re- 
$Hrn at 'ia$t to pacifc sentiments. But 
this power va$ deaf to the voice of her 

VOL. VIll. 



intefcsts, as, v^U 4^ to the, trm ^ 

1 W9«s inbt^s of b^i^g able to 
estabUsb: a cartel for Ui^ €Owcl^ng& 
Qf4)riso^ers of war between -Franco 
and 'England, and to nv^i) myself 
lA consequen(x> of the tdsidenco of 
^wa cunvmissioners a^ Paris and L<in* 
don, t(» bring about an fipproxima- 
^iou between the .two. countries. I' 
have been disappoitited in my ex* 
p< ctations. 1 could fii\4 nothing in 
the nK)de in which the Englibh go- 
vernment negociated but craft «nd 
deceit. 

Thejunciioaof the Valais is an' 
efiect long intended of the immense 
works which I Imvc had performed 
in the Alps within the last ten yeari« 
At the time of my act of /nediation, 
1 separated the Valais from the Hel- 
vetic League, foreseeing then li mea- 
sure of such .advantage to Franco 
and Italy. 

So long as the war continues with 
England, the French people must 
noi lay down their arms. 

My finances arc in the most flour* 
ishing state, I can meet all the ex* 
pcnces which this immense empire 
requires^ tctthout calling vpon my peo* 
pie for fresh sacrifices. 
Palace of the thuilleries, Dec. 10, 

1«10. 
(Signed) Napoleov. 

By order of the Emperor, 

H. B. Duke of Bassaxo, 

BXPaSlTfON OF THE STATE OF THB 
BMFXUB. 

Report of the Minister for Foreign 
Jffmrs to his Majesty the Emperor 
and King, 
^lE — Your 'Majesty has exalt<4 
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France to the highrst point of groat* 
tiess. The victories obtained ovrr 
five fuccHsive cpalitionsi all pro- 
note^ by EiOgYand, have produced 
these consequences; and it may be 
taid« that we are indebted to Eng- 
land for the glory and power of the 
great empire. 

At every opportunity, yoilr Ma- 
jesty made bffers of pcacev-aad with* 
out considering whether it would be 
more ^vatitageovn tbaii war: you 
looked, Sir, only to the happim'ss . 
of the present generation, and yuu 
always shewed yoursi-lf r^ady to sa- 
crifice It to the most flattering prbs- 
pccti of the future. 

It was in this spirit thai the peace 
of Campo Formio, of Lunevitle, and 
of Amiens, and subsequently of 
Prcsburg, of Tilsit, and of Vienna, 
were concluded ; it was in this spi- 
' fit that your Majesty has five times 
sacrificed to peace the greater part 
of your conquestbk More anxious 
to adorn your reign by the public 
happiness, than to extend the fron- 
tiers of your empire, your Majesty 
set bounds to your greatness ; while 
England, keeping the torch of war 
continual!}^ alive, stvmed to con- 
spire against her allies as well as 
herself, to ^create the greatest em- 
pire that has existed for twenty cen- 
turies. 

At the peace of 1783, the power 
of France «va<; strong in the family 
comfRict, which closely bound Spain 
ami Naples with her political sys- 
tem. At the peoce of Amiens, the 
respective strength of the three grrali 
' powers was incn ased by the addi- 
tion of twelve millions of Polish in- 
habitants* The houses of France 
and Spain were essentially hostile 
to each other, and the people of the 
two countries wore removed jarlhcr 
than ever from each other, by the 
difference of their manners. One of 
the great coniiocntal powers hiul 
her strength less diminished by the 
lunction of Belgium with Franco, 
than it was increased by the acqui- 



sition of Venice; the tecnlarisatiom 
also of, the Germanic body added 
more to the power of our rivals. 

Thus, at the conclusion of the 
treaty of Amiens, the relative force 
of France was less than at the pedte 
of t7S3, and much inferior to that 
to which the victories obtained da- 
ring the wars of the two fi^t coalf- 
ti««# gave her a ri^ht to expect. 
This treaty, however, was scarcely 
concluded, when the jt^alousy td 
England displayed itself strongly. 
She took the alarm at the continu* 
ally increasing prosperity and rtcbei 
of the interior of France ; and she 
hoped that a third coalitiim would 
wfpsi Belgiam, the provinces of the 
Rhine, and Italy, from your crown. 
The peace of Amiens was broken ; 
a third coalition wat formed : three 
months after, it was dissolved by the 
tn*aty of Presburg. 

Fmrland saw all her hopes bias* 
trd; Venice, Dalmatia, Istria, the 
whole of the Adriatic coast, and 
that of the kingdom of Naples, CHI 
into the power of France. The Ger- 
manic body, established npoo prin^ 
ciples contrary to those upon which 
the French empire was founded, drop* 
ped to pieces; and the system of 
the Confederation of the Rhine trans- 
foimed in close and necesaary allies 
the same nations, who in the first 
coalitions marched against France^ 
and united them indissolnbly to bc^ 
self by their common interests. 

The peace of Amiens then be- 
came in England the object of every 
Statesmen. The new acquisitieos by 
France, which there were no hopes 
of wresting from her at any future 
time, rendered the fiautt that was 
committed more evident, and shewed 
the full extent of it. 

An enligktcned many wkn damM 
ih$ thort IttUrvtU itfthe peact^A" 
mtens, vuiied Paris, and had Uantei 
to know France and yovr M<ffe$ffp 
was put at the^ head of affairs m Ei^ 
land. This man of genius cowprc* 
bended the situation of the t«o 
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countries. He perceived thtt it w«$ 
not in the power of any stute tocom- 
pel Fnince to rftrogriide ; and that 
the true p<»licy consisted in arrc^ling 
her priigresa« He piTceivcd, that 
by the success obtained o>er the 
third coalition, the question was 
chani;( d ; and that it must no Ion* 
g{ r he thought of contisiing with 
France the possessions thai she ac- 
quired by victory ; but that it was 
necessary, by a spitdy peace, to pre- 
sent those new acquisitions which 
the continuation of the war would 
render ine\ itable. This minister did 
not conceal any of the advantages 
ivhich France derived from the cr- 
|t»neoU9 policy of England ; but he 
bad in view those which she might 
still acquire. He thought that Eng* 
land would gain much, if none of 
the continental powers lost more. 
]Jc directed his policy to disarm 
France, and to have the confedera- 
tion of the North of Germany recog« 
nized in opposition to the confede- 
ration of the Rhine. He perceived 
that Prussia could only be preser>'ed 
by peace ; and that on the fate of 
that power depended the system of 
Saxony, of Hessia, of Hanover, the 
fdCe of the mouths of the Ems, of 
the Jade, of ^he Weser, of the Elbe, 
pf the Oder, and of the Vistula, 
ports necessary fur the commerce of 
England. Like a great man. Fox 
did not deliver himself up to useless 
sorrow for tlje ruptunt of the treaty 
of Amiens, and losses henceforth ir* 
reparable; he wished to prevent grea* 
|er, and he sept Lord Lauderdale to 
Paris. 

The negociations began, and eve* 
ry thing led to hope that they would 
have ended happily, when Fox died. 
From that time they languished* Tiie 
ipinisters were neither sufficiently en-* 
lighteped nor temperate to perceive 
Ibe necessity of peace. Prussia* ex* 
ciupd by that spirit which England 
infused into all Europe, put her 
troops in iD^rcb* Tba imperial 



guard r^etvod orders to yt out; 
Lord Lauderdale appeared terHied 
at the consequences of the Hfcw events 
that were preparing. It was propo- 
sed to sign the treaty ; thut Prwssui r 
should be iMclttded in it ; and tbat 
the confederation of the North of 
Germany should berecogniied.«Your - 
Majesty, with that spirit of modi^m*^ 
tion of which you have given suclji • 
frequent examples to Europe, con- 
sented. — The departure of the irope* ■ 
rial guard was delayed for some 
days^ but Lord Lauderdale hesita^ 
ted : he tliought it necessary to send 
a raossengrr to his court, and that 
mehsengrr bnught him an order to 
return* In a few days after Prussia 
no longer exi$t(^ as a preponder»- 
ting power. Posterity will consider 
that pi riod an one of the most deci* 
sive in the histories of England and 
of France. The treaty of Tilsit put 
an end to the fourth coalition. 

Two great Sovereigns, lately ene- 
mies, united in offering peace to 
England ; but that power, who, not* 
withstanding all the forcwarningi 
she had received, could not bring 
herself to subscribe to conditions 
which would leave France tn a more 
advantageous situation than she was 
after the treaty of Amiens would 
not enter into a negociation, the 
unavoidable consequence of which 
would have been to place France in 
a situation still more to her acivan- 
tage. We refused, it was said in 
England, a trvaty which maintained 
the north of Germany, Prussia, "Sax- 
ony* Hessia, and Hanover, inde- 
pendent of Fnince, and which se- 
cured all the outlets oi our trade ; 
how, then, could we agree at this 
time to conclude with the Emperor 
of the French, when he has exten- 
ded the Confederation of the Rhine 
to tbe north of Germany, and te 
found, on the banks ef the Elbe, a 
French throne, a peace, which by 
the course of things, whatever the 
stipulations might be, would leans 
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under bis influence Hanover, and 
all the- fom of 'the Kortfi, those 
prinbipAl arteries of our cbmmerce? 
Those men who coolly took a 
view of the situatTon of England, 
relied:* — T^jto coalitions, of which 
cich ought 10 have lasted ton 3rears, 
have bcM vanqutshiKl in a few 
xrtonths; the new advantages ac- 
qfii4Ved by France are the reatilt of 
tKose e^^ents, and England can no 
lohger oppose them : doubtless the 
treaty of Amtens ought never to have 
been viohited. It was proper in the 
next place to adhere -to the policy 
of Fox. . Let us at least now profit 
by the lessons of experience, and 
ovoid' a third mistake. Instead of 
throwing our eyes back on the past, 
let us turn them to the future : th^ 
Peninsulti is still entire, and directed 
by a government secretly hostile to 
France. Hitherto the weakness of 
the Spanish ministers, and the per- 
sonal sentiments of the old king, 
have retained Spain in the system of 
France. A new reign will unfold 
the germs of hatred between the two 
nations. The family compact has 
been annihihited, and that is one of 
the advantages which England has 
derived from the revolution. Hol- 
land, though governed by a French 
prince, enjoys her independence ; it 
n her interest to remain as the me- 
dium of our commerce with the con- 
tinent, and to favour that commerce, 
for the purpose of partaking in its 
profits. Have we not reason to fear, 
should the war be continued, that 
France may establish her inflnence 
in the Peninsula,' and her custom- 
houses in Holland ? 

Such was the lauguage of men 
who knew how to penetrate into the 
•ecrets •f futurity. With pain lliey 
saw the peace rcjectecl which uas 
proposed by Russia. They doubted 
not that the whole continent would 
toon be ravished from England, and 
that an order of things which it was 
impossible to prevent, would be es- 
tablished in Spain and in Holland. 



Ill the mean while, England de- 
manded of the house of Braganza, 
that it should quit the Peninsula, 
and take refnge in the Brazih. The 
partizans of the English ministry 
sowed feuds among the princes of 
the house of Spam. The reigning 
dynasty was removed for evtr ; and, 
in consequence of the arrangements 
at Bayonne, a new sovereign, having 
with France one common power and 
origin, was called to the government 
of Spain. ^ 

The interview at Erfurth gave oc- 
casion to new proposals for peace ; 
but they also were rejected. The 
same spirit which had broken off the 
negociations of Lord Lauderdale, 
directed the affairs of England. 

The fifth coalition broke out, the 
new events of which again turned 
out advantageous to France. The 
only ports by which England pre- 
served an avowed connnunication 
with the continent, together with 
the Illyrian provinces, passed under 
the power of your Majesty by the 
treaty of Vienna, and the allies of 
the empire beheld their pover in- 
creased. 

The British orders in council had 
overthrown the laws of the commerce 
of the world ; England, whose whole 
existence is attached to commerce, 
hac^ thus thrown disorder into the 
commerce of other nations. S^ie 
had conteipned all its privileges. 
The decrees of Berlm and Milai| 
had repelled these monstrous novel- 
ties. Holland found her position 
was a difficult one ; her government 
had not an action sufficiently ener- 
getic; her custom houses afforded 
too httle aecuriry to permit that 
centre of continental commerce to 
remain much longer insulated from 
France. Your Majesty, for the io- 
tcresrs of your people, and^o secure 
the execution of the system which 
you had opposed to the tyrannical 
act of England, saw yourself com- 
pelled to change the fate of Hdltnd. 
Your Majesty, nevenkdessycanstant 
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in your sy5trra, and- in your desire 
of peace, gave Engkind to uikKt- 
sUind that she coohl not preserve 
the independence of Hoi lend, but 
Jby recalling her orders in Council, 
xir adapting pacific views. The mi- 
nisters of a commercial nation treated 
'With levity overture* so greatly in- 
teresting to its commerce. They ^l^- 
plied, that England had no power 
over the fate of IFollalJ. In the 
illusions of their prule, they miacon- 
coived the motives «f that measure; 
they pretended to see in it an ac- 
knowledgement of the efficacy of 
their orders in council, atnl Holland 
was united. Since they won Id have 
it so. Sire, I think it useful tt this 
moment, and I propose to your Ma- 
jesty to Consolidate that union by a 
senatus consultum. 

The annexation of the Haaseatic 
Towns, of LanenUurg^ and of the 
whole coast from the Elbe to the 
"Ents, ii* commanded by crrcumstan- 
(Ces. That territory is air; ady under 
tbo dominion of your Majesty. 

The immense warehouses at Heli- 
goland would always threaten to 
inundate the continent, if a single 
point remained open to the English 
trade upon the coasts of the North 
Sea ; and if the mouths of the Jade, 
the Weser, and the Elbe, were not 
ibr ever closed against her. 

The British orders in council have 
totally destroyed the pi ivi leges of 
IKutral navigation ; your Majesty 
can no longer supply pour arsenals, 
and have a sure channel for your 
commence with the North, but by 
pieans of internal navigation. The 
repairing and enlarging of the canal 
between Hamburgh and Lubeck, 
find the construct ion of a new canal, 
tvhich will unite the Elbe to the We- 
ser, and the Weser to the Ems, 
which will only require four or five 
years' labour, and an expemliture 
of iifteeD or twenty millions, in a 
country, the soil of which ofilers no 
physical obstacles, will open to the 
. f rench mciichants a cheap, easy, 



and safe route* Your Empire, ca^- 
always trade with the Baltic, cbn«- 
vey to .the North the produce of her 
soil and her manufactures, and draw 
from thence the articles , necessary 
for )our Majesty's navy. 

The ilags of Hamburgk, of Bre- 
men, and of Lubeck, wbich* at pre* 
sent Xvander on the »e^, denationa- 
lised by the British orders in co^tn- 
cil, will share th^ fate of the Freiiclt 
Aag, and join ^ith h, ior tbc kite* 
rejjt of the common causr,.in re-eis- 
tablishjng the liberty of- the seas. 

Peace will tiiko place at la^t; for, 
sooner . or later,- the gteat iotcresta 
ofnatiQi>s, of justice, andoffaama- 
nity, will prevail over passion and 
hatred« But the experience of 60 
years has sbewQ us that peate with < 
England cHn only afford to^ com- 
merce a deceitful becuiitj* In 1 755^ 
in Februacy 1796, i» 180U in tb#. 
instance of. Spain, a»inMay, 1803, 
the period of the ruptnre of the trca* 
ty of Amiens, England coflYmenced 
hostilities before she declared war. 
Vessels which navigated in the faith 
of peace, were taken by surprise; 
commerce was plundered, peaceable 
citizens were deprived of their liber- 
ty, aiMl the ports of England were 
filled with these disgraceful tlophies. 
Should these examples be ever re- 
newed, the subjects of England, tro; 
veiling either for pleasure or busi- 
ness, whose properties and persons 
shall be secured in all our ports 
from the Baltic Sea to the Adriatic 
gulf, will be answerable for these 
attempts ; and if the English govern- 
ment, for the ptirpose of making 
the people of London forget the in- 
justice oFthe war, will gratify them 
with the sight of prizes taken in 
contempt of the law of nations, they 
will also have it in their power to 
shew them the lorsses which will 
most certainly result from it. 

Sire, your Majesty will persever<i 
in your decrees so long as England 
persists in her orders in council. 
You will oppose tQ the marilima 
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Uockiidf, the continrntal blockatk; 
md to I he plunder on the seas, the 
cimfiMration of English merchandisa 
ctt tb« ConiineDU 

It It my duly to k^iaint your 
Majf sty, that yoa can have hencp- 
lettb fto hope to bring hack your 
enenics to more moderate idt^aft than 
by persevering in this system, llie 
lesoll of it will be to place England 
in such a dtsagrreahle situation, that 
the will be at length compelled to 
acknowledge that she cannot violate 
the laws 6f neutrals on the sea, and 
claiin their protecti#n on the conti* 
Bent; that the sole source of her 
nblurtunes it in her orders in conn- 
cil; and that the increase of the 
power of Frann^ which will long 
excite her spite and jealousy, is 
cpwiffg tn> the blind pi^ssfcins of those, 
who,, having broken the treaty of 
AoMens, put an end to th^ negocia- 
tioD at Paris rr|«*ct(*d the propoti« 
ttoBS from Tilsit and Erfttrth, di»* 
dkined the overtnrps made before the 
MMirxation of Holland, have givin 
the last blow to her trade and her 

rver, and conducted yeur empii« 
the fulfilment of its high destinies, 
1 am Sir, yours, &c. 
Cbaiipa«nt, Duke of Cadorc* 
JPorif, Dec. 8, 1810. 



eVKRTURBS FOR NEaoCIATION* 

fTbe dQcnR\( nts in the French pa- 
prrst nUuve to Negociations nith 
ttit» Country, include tbo!>e rcspec* 
tin« an oyviiure which wa> made to 
this (^ovirnimnt at the time the 
mt asurtuf theanm*xation of Holland 
uas in cuntimpiation in France. At 
tho request of L«»ui« communicated 
to the Dutch MiniNir), a M. La- 
bnucbere was sent to Londou, M^bosc 
instructions and th«* HM^ult of the ne- 
|;'H'iM(i(in, il it can bi so cail< d, are 
dwV(ki»iMd in the fuiloumg docu- 
m nts.j 

iNbTRfCTIOMS GIVEN BY TaK PrTCB 
IIIMV.R\ TO M CADOftllERK. 

Iha <4b^ci ol Uuf coianii»o4aiA wiih 



which, Hj orders of tlie oaderagafd, 
M. Pierre Cesar Labouchere is encnnt* 
ad, i&to make koown to the Ea^li^^, 
vernment, that, m conseiiocnce of w* 
formation which has reachedl ibe Datch 
ministers, aud which has ercry appear- 
apce of authenticity, iht duthty of Bol' 
landf that is, the maintenance or tU 
louofhe^ p^iticai eihience, depemJs am 
the dispo$iti(ms entertamed on the part of 
the EngUik povernwient, wUhrtxoeet ta 
arriving at a ^teedy peace with Franei i 
or at least uith respect ta the ataking of 
a real change in the measures adapted ly 
the above government^ in relutiom tathi 
commerce and navicatian ofneutrahf ^ 
The said Siear Laboacbere must, io 
consequence, repair with all ^^uaveoieat 
speed to l/indou, where, iu ihe raanacr 
and way, which ke shall find oipat taist* 
able, be shall seek to commooicate the 
above ftute of thjn);s to the koowledit 
of the English miu»cry. and of evcfj 
other person who may be able to pro* 
mote the object in view ; aud he shall 
be pemitlcd to make knawa, that ha 
fills this miasion widi the cooaeat of tha 
Dutch gm'erument, who, inconseaueace 
of ihe autlieocidty of the above intorm^- 
tion, bearing that, without tlie abofe 
change in %ue system of England, the 
loss of the independence of Holland is 
alisoluteiy inevitable, have thought pro* 
per to shut their eyes upon all ccmsid^ 
nitions and dii&culties, to attempt evciy 
tiling that may serve tamaintaiu thf pa* 
litical CTiistence of the country. 

lie will then endeavour to iaapresa 
ppoii the English govcToment, haw 
much it would be for the advantage of 
England that lloDand shoald not £d) 
under the sovereign dommion of tha 
French empire, hut remain alwaya an 
independent power. To prove this as* 
sertion, he «^ ill 068 all ^1^ avigumcota 
with Mhich the business itself can hir- 
nibh hitu, and which shall occur to hiak 

If he find this conviction in the £0- 
gliKh government, or shall find means ta 
mspne it, be will endeavuur to e^ifa 
it to contiibute to the maiotenaDce 4if 
tlie political iudepeniience of ibiscoaa- 
try, and in promptly applyuig lamself m 
nr^^ociaticns t^nding-tu attain a general 
peace; or at least, m tase bach ne|;oci- 
ations could not be promptly adopted 
and commenced, io gif uig satisfactory 
assurances of its intentioa tu make soma 
chHiiges in the system adopted by ika 
Oiiii^ Oidei:s inCouiiui ol' Xitov. 190f 
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and in the measuret which htw resulted 
ffxim them. 

Ahofe ally he nrasi ui^ this latter 
snhjecty ftir the purpose* he will say, of 
•malting opposition to the easiness of 
FVance to occupy Holland. He will add, 
that, io case either a rflaxation or a 
change of the ahpt e ^stem shall he 
adojpted, we may flatter ourselves, ^hat 
besuiesthe nou-octfu^tkm of lloHand, 
the war, as long a^ it may eontinue, 
w31 asnone a new lis^t and inuch less 
disastrous ^n it has dfine for these three 
years; and thsc tb^re wH) result a little 
more prohability of dn accomroodatioo 
masmoch as thVn the Bmperor of the 
^French wiUliave no motives t6 maintain 
the Decrees of Deriiu and Milan, which 
his Itsperial Mhjesty has only adopted iu 
consequence or the Brhi^ Orders in 
Council of Nov. IBor. 

If, however, tlie English eovemroent, 
mfUr havitig listened to these hkus, 
raises difficaUies about giving any defi* 
ttitive explauatiun, berore heing posi- 
tively informed of the intentions of the 
French government on this subject; ft 
will be his duty to demand, that the En* 
glish government declare, whether tt 
chooses to make its resitlution to arrive 
mt neg^iation for peace, or at l^ast to 
make a change in ttie said Orders in 
Cotnicil depend <^ the above hints, and 
in particular on the evacuation of Hol- 
land bj the French troops, and the re- 
establishment of every thmg on the same 
footing as befure tlie last invasion of 
Zealand by the English, adding such o- 
tber conditions as the said governmeiit 
may thiak it its duty to insist upoi^ be- 
fore, according to the proposed mea- 
•ores, for the purpose of having sure 
. 4ala before making known to it th^ in- 
tentions of the French government. 

Whatever may he the answer of the 
Btigtisb* government to his representn- 
tionSy provided it do not exclude all 
hope of attaining the ob}ect proposed, 
and chat circumstances permit bim, he 
will provisionally prolong his stay in 
London ; and iu the mean time, he wiU 
tnsQsniit to the undersigned, as speedily 
as posnble, and by the safesit channel, a 
detailed recital of ail his proe^edings, of 
the answers which are made to him, 
and of every thing that concerns bis 
mission. 

However, if, after having received an 
answer to the overttares made by him, 
he may find ir necessary for the success 
of tlie'caubt, Co convey it himself to the 



knowledge of his Mi^ty, ht shall be U 
liberty io do s«>; but in that case, evea 
though his Majesty may still be at Patis, 
he shall take his iourney by way of Hol- 
Innd, and shall by no means repair to 
France directly from England. 

Io fine, the strictest secrecy is recom* 
mended to him in this whole a^r, at 
well as the greatest prudence and discre* 
tion in the execution of the commisMon 
entrusted to him. 

(Signed) Vavder Heih. 

J. II MotLcacs. 
Amtterdmmj Feb. 1, 1810. 
Tratitlaliont^a Note t^a^ Verhat Cem^ 

municatioH from Marqtiit Welled^ A» 

Jlf. Labouc'here^ 12/A Fsb. 1810. 

' The unfortunate situation of UoDan4 
has long excited sentiments of coitipas- 
sion in this country, which sentiments 
naturally increase with every aggrava* 
tion of the misfortunes to which she is 
subject; but Holland has no right to 
expect that this country wt^ tacrifioa 
her interests and her honour. ^ 

Tlie nature af the comitmnicatioa re* 
ceived from M. Lnbouchere will hardly 
admit of the slightest observation re- 
specting a general peace. It even does 
not call upon England to repeat those 
sentiments which her government has sir 
of '^en expressetl on this subject, ft aaf^ 
h /^ever, be remarktMl, that the FreiK^ 
government has not expressed the - 
slightest symptom of a disposition to 
make peace, or to abate iu the smallest . 
decree those pretensions which have 
hitherto rendered inetiTectual the indsaa- 
tion of the English goveriuuent to put an 
end to the war. 

The same observation is applicable t^ 
the war which the French governmefft 
carries on ngniast trade, a war in wbtch 
it has been the aggressor, and which it 
maintains with unceasing rancour. M* 
Labouchere is mistaken in the note dvw 
livered by him, when he asserts, that 
the English Orders in Council have givea 
rise to the French Decrees against neu- 
tral navigation. The Orders in Council 
were not the m<Hi'ves, but the conse^ 
quence of the French Decrees. The 
French Decrees arc still iu full force; 
there have lieen no measures taken for 
repealing them. It is not reasonable to 
expect, that we shall in the smallest de- 
gree relax the personal measures of pro- 
tection which our safety requires, and 
which may defend us from the enemy V 
attacks, because he suficrs in conse- 
quence of the measares he has adopted^ 
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«nd which he shews no inclinttion tp de» 
partfrpm. JVb Signature. 

JUport of Proceedings by M. Lahifuckere. 
London, IQth Feb, JQIO. 
The unc(ersigned hfivuig. received from 
their ei^cellencie; orrfcrs t(» proceed to 
England witU written instructious, prer 
Icnbing the means that he was to pqr; 
sue to communicHte to the Tlnglish go- 
Terument the situation of IloUpnfl, and 
to in)part<to it .tbe fneans tiie mofit pro- 
bable ofdvciting the tale w liich rfeenwced 
[led.;to the ,BrJU. 
e 2d of Tehrucirjf, 
the follow ini; davi 
ih on the SiMl in 
Mice lie proceeded 
ar ri v etl on \\)e ,a f» 
)i\ the mopiing of 
I un auditrnce of 
i Ulster of the Fo- 
ich was pven hnii 
in»e' evening, Af- 
ited to his excel- 
lency the substance of his instru'ciions, 
and fuITy discussed the nunui poijtt, hp 
took bis leave f>f .the minister, with jtii 
assurance on the part gf the latter, lluit 
Jie would lay his conuniiHlcatioiiii before 
the council^ s^iid acquaint him with their 
determinution. ''. ' ' 

naying rcfceived no messJige from ^ his 
excellency un<ir. the 1 1th,, the iin.ieir)- 
signed'wrprea fe^v li"*^s lb his excellen- 
cy^ requesting him to give him some 
jde;j of ijie, di^^ppbition ofthe ZJl^igUsh g^ij- 
vcrnrqent., He received in answer an 
jnv^ilaiiqiV for nine tbe same evetiiVia;, 
when' he received the iffisigne^ olTjcjid 
^<;oiHmunica.lion2 a copy of which is an- 
nexed. 

In, this new conference a conversation 
took place respecting the" probpuiliiy, 
under ony circumstances that these over- 
tures, whatever the decision of the £u- 
.glish government mit;ht be, woLld pr(i- 
dnce any sentiments of approximation 
pii the part oT ifrance^ and above all 
the inconsistency on the'pnr't of Kn- 
|>Iandy to adn?u the principle,, that ha- 
ving once resolved on repriKafs, as the 
minister called them, the latter shonld 
of necessity cease with the. causes tlmt 
produced them. 

It appears that. the English ministry 
attach great wei};ht ^nd consequence to 
these saa)C orders in council, which 
were the immediate object of the pro- 
ceedings pf the government ofTIullnnrI, 
and which, whether France pgreed or 
not, the tl'nglish admiuistralioa wtre 



persuaded aiOTorded the most effectual 
meaDs oC eofe^hling the resQarces of 
France. In fact these measures ap: 
peared to forra the principal grounds oJ: 
the systein upon which the govcMtiineot 
rested tl^^r principles and conduct, «jirf 
ii i^mejf that to long, as the war laste4f 
it wios pnl^ Jram a cian^e of ministert, 
thatMhir vieoitt'rei and views nfdgkt be 
expected, ,** . 

^ The minister, also coDStderefl that, 
while, o.n one side, it was e&tremely un- 
certain whether any declaration or con- 
cession on his part would produce any 
alteration, for the better, i^ would, 6a 
the other, he impossible to depend oe 
their permanency ; and.tliat, in aill cose^ 
every proceeding which appeartfd ipQomr 
patible with his honour and dV^itv, 
would on that very account he rejectei^ 
althougl^it should appear tu square Wiih 
his interest. 

The undersigned endeavoured to con- 
vince the miijiister^ that in this particular 
. in&tance, the' general interest, well unr 
(^erstood, and t!ie lasting prosperity of 
every comiDercial state, i/nperipusly re- 
quired« th>it the crisis in which Uollaod 
,wa5, should not be looked at with nnlif- 
ftirencc ; on the contrary, that tliey 
fihouhi co-operate to divert the stomL 
IJe even confined himself only't'f the (fo* 
mnud. of a conditional declaration; but 
the result which he transmits is the ouly 
one he could obtain, ll'id general oh- 
sei'vatton, and the' informatiim he was 
anlt to obtain, lead to the. toU«i«»jiug con- 
clusions : — 

1 1 ; A T T n K ' M A I N g u est ion of rtict 

OU WAR ENGAGLS LITTI-P OF THE PV»- 
.LIC ATTENTION ; THAT TttEV ARC RE- 
COXClLEil) BY HABIT TO THE C-qXTIXU- 
ANCE OF THE WAR,. A2iD THAT ITS CON- 
fcEQUENCES, FAR FHOM BEl^C FELT AT 
>'I1FSEKT, ARE RATHCa FAVOURABLE !• 

p lii V Ai E r N r.E r es ^ ; ' . . 

'f7i(U the ij^stem (if comtrjtrciaV rc$tri> 
tloits i<i inhcrf.nt in the present tNinis^ni, 
ajtdjor the same reason is c^tTidemued if 
the upposiliim ; that it is therefore likek/ 
that for the prcacnt these, restrictions 
vUl le enforced, in a greater or lesser 
degree, a; zcell aguinst America as other 
poTcers, 

That the English ministry look upon a 
Hrm adherence to this system as the> 
most effectual means of aeriously afiect- 
iiig th^ resources of France, and of op- 
posing her system of influence ou tue 
continent ;. and (hat all attempts* on the 
pare of hogiiie nations to raalfetheiD*tbii^ 
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Otherwise, will onl/ produce a contrary 
effect. 

That it most not, however, be inferred 
chat a settled resolation has been taken 
to r^ect all proposals fur peace; that 
probably they imagine it is the means of 
more speedily inducing France to seri- 
ously consider of some mode of approxl- 
ination ; that, probably, if the latter 
•hewed any inclination of this kind, they 
would afford many /acilities ; but rather 
Chan this should rest upon a coovictioo, 
that at this instant the French j^ov'ern- 
ment had no serious thoughts of petice 
which could be accommodated to tlie 
principles avowed by the English govern- 
ment, and that she is solely occupied in 
prosecuting her plans upon Spam and 
Portugal, which disposition would al- 
.ways be a serimis ohntacleto the success 
of any negociatiund which might be com- 
menced. 

That under all the considerations of 
the times, those which relate to Holland 
were only of a secondary and very re- 
mote interest, and that the conWction of 
the impossibility that any convention re- 
specting tliHt country ceuld ever, under 
the influence of France, offer any chance 
of securitv to England, unless it was 
connected with a general arrangement, 
has blunted all that feeling which Hol- 
land would otherwise have inspired ; so 
fiir, indeed, as not to draw any atten- 
tion to the very important motives, which 
should indifte them to consider this ques- 
tion separately and under an immediate 
point of view. 

The undersigned, perceiving in this 
state of things no chance for success in 
nny ulterior pmceedings which the Dutch 
government might be disposed to adopt, 
unless such proceedings were specially 
authorised by France^ and that, there- 
fore, with respect to that country, its 
fate entirely depends upon the question 
of general peace, he thinks that, con- 
formably with his instructions, he ought 
no longer to uselessly prolong his resi- 
dence in this country. 

He tlierefore proposes to embark in a 
few days, and on his arrival he will have 
the honour to present himself to their 
excellencies the ministers, and give them 
verbally a further and detailed account 
of every thing relating to the mission he 
was sent upon, and which he endea- 
voured to fulfil with all the seal and 
mnxicty with which the importance of 
tlie subject must necessarily have io- 
spii«d bim. He requesti| in the mean 

VOL. VIII. 



time, that your excellencies will receive 
the assurance of hit respect. 

(Signed) Laboijcsbre. 

COMMUNICATION OP THE KINO Of 
MOLLAN D TO HIS MINISTS&9. 

Gentlemen, — For the six weeks 
timtl have been with the- Emperor, 
ray brother, I have been constantly 
occupied with the affairs of the 
kingdom. If I have been able to «f* 
face some unfavourable impressions, 
or fit Wst to modify them, 1 roust ac- 
knowledge that 1 have not succeed* 
cd in reconciling; in his mind, the 
existence and independence of the 
kingdom, with the success and |»ro6- 
pcrity of the Continental 4iystem ; 
and in particular, that of France, 
against England. I am assured that 
France is firmly resolved to «nnex 
Holland, in spite of all considcra* 
tions; and that she is convinced that 
its inde|>eDdi'nce can no longer be 
prolonged, if the maritime war con- 
tinues. In this cruel certainty, there 
no lonfTfr remains to us but one 
hope, which is, that a maritime 
lienec bt- negociated : that alone can 
avert the danger which threatens 
us ; and without the success of the^ 
negociations, it is certain, that the 
independence of Holland is no more; 
that no sacriiTcc can prevent the blow. 
It is thus the clear and formal inten- 
tion of France to sacrifice every thing 
in order to acquire Holland, and 
so to augment, whatever ii may cost 
her, her means for opposing England. 
Doubtless, England will have evcrj 
thing to fear from such an augmen- 
tation of her coasts and marine on 
the part of France. It is therefore 
po8*»ible that thoir own interest may 
induce the English to ward off a 
blow which may prove fatal to them. 
— I commit to you the care of deve- 
loping this idea with all the energy 
which may be necessary to make the 
English government feel the import 
tance of the measure which it re- 
mains for it to tako— Impress upon 
it all the arguments and all the con^ 
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sidcrations which shall present them- 
selves to your minds — adopt this 
proct'oding of yourselves, without 
my name being at all mentioned in 
It. Bui there in no time to be lost; 
send immediately some trusty and 
discreet commercial gentleman to 
England, and inform me of the re- 
sult on his return. Let mc know 
the period when that may be; for 
we havi* no time to lose: there rc- 
^ main to us only a few days. Two 
corps of the (rrand army are on their 
march to Holland; Marshal Oudinot 
has just set out to take the com- 
mand of them. Let me know what 
you have done in pursuance of this 
letter, and on what day I may have 
an answer from England* 



DOCUMENT 

Translated J rom the Mouitcur, rela^ 
ting to the NegociationS' between 
France and England in 1 806, uhen 
Lord iMvlrrdale uas at Paris, 
The documents relatins^ to the nc- 
gocialions wHb l^ngland before the 
Piussian war have been already 
published. The last of these publi- 
cations, in October 1 80G, was that 
relating to the negociation opened 
at Paris by Lofd Yarmouth, and 
afterwards continued and broken off 
by Lord Lauderdale. Thi^ publica- 
tion, containing only the ofliciai 
notes interchanged bi'tween the re- 
spi'ctivc plenipotentiaries, has not 
sufficiently explained the circum- 
stances which produced the rupture. 
— The extract of the account of the 
two last confirrenres between the 
French and English Plenipotenti- 
aries, which was ami at the ii|ne to 
the minister for foreign affairs, who 
had thea left Paris in his Majisty's 
suite, will best attain this object. It 
will be there seen that England had 
it in her power to prevent the war 
with Prussia, and that she would 
not; and that it was in viain that 
' the result of that campaign, and the 
increase of power which it must ne- 
cessarily give io France, were an- 



nounced to her plenipotentiary. The 
English government would run the 
risk of it. — Four years later she 
might have preserved Holland in the 
same manner. It will be seen in the 
documents of a negociation, whick 
the Dutch minister endeavoured to 
open with the British government, 
that Englarnl preferred the continu- 
ation of the war to the independence 
of Holland, as she preferred it to the 
safety of Prussia. — France, then, 
has been placed in the great situa- 
tion which she occupies, solely by 
the obstinacy of England in pro- 
longing the war, which she declares 
must l^ perpetual. Every epoch at 
which she has. rejected peace, has 
proved to France an epoch of glory, 
and increase of power 1 

SEOOClATIuK OF LORD 
LAU»EHDAt£. 

Extract from the Account ghen t% 
the Minister for Foreign Jjfainhy 
the French Plenipotentiary. 

PariSy Sept.a6th ISOG. 
Sir, 

♦ ♦ •v In consequence of 
the authority given to me by hi* 
Majesty the Emperor, I declared to 
Lord Lauderdale that a peace, 
speedily signed and ratified, before 
the military operations had proceed- 
ed to a certain length, could imme- 
diately stop their progiess; and that 
he was in a situation to fill, and to 
make Eni;land the high character of 
pacificator of the Continent ; a cha- 
racter the more exalted, bt^ause En- 
gland would acquire by it the merit 
of having saved a power with whom 
she is actually at war, but whose 
preservation is prescribed to her by 
her interest. Lord Lauderdale ap- 
peared sensible of the grandeur of 
this proposition, and of the gfMt 
advantage that it would be to bis 
country. I added, that not a moment 
was to be lost ; that if once the war 
began, both sides must run the 
chances of it; and that neither te 
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lior I could foresee whither the for- 
tune of France, and the genius of 
her leader might carry our arms, 
our influence, and our glory. — After 
having reflected upon this declara- 
tion, and re-calling to his memory 
roy answer respecting the impossi- 
bility of restoring Dalmatia, Lord 
Lauderdale informed me, that he 
would send a messenger to his court ; 
and he requested a second confe- 
rence.-— This second conference tpok 
place to-day at two o'clock. Lord 
Lauderdale had received a messen- 
ger from London, who bn)Ught him 
an account of the formarion of the 
new ministry, and instructions rela- 
trng to the negociation. My I^rd 
appeared more persevering than ever 
in the propositions which he had 
before made, and in his'determina- 
tion of demanding his passports; he 
brought to my recollection the de- 
claration which I had made to him 
respecting the impossibility of ar- 
resting by peace the march of the 
French army, when it was ready to 
begin the campaign ** 1 would have 
asked for that," said he, " in the 
oaroe of my government, which you 
Had declared to me ; 1 had received 
Offers* to that effect: but I must, 
notwithstanding, render this justice 
to the French government, that it 
was It which voluntarily made this 
<leclaration." 



FRENCH CONSERVATIVE SENATE. 

Sitting.^ of Dec. l^th. 
The Count De Semonville, in the 
name of A select committee, consi>5t- 
ing, besides the reporter, of the Counts 
Gamier, Colrhen, Lapparent, and 
Gouvion, presented the following de- 
tail on the projet of the senntus con- 
sullum, coutaining the annexation 
of Holland, the llanse towns, and 
the Siroplrm. 

SBKATOfts, — The rommittee to 
If horn you referred the project of a 
ScDatUS consultum^ relative to the 



annexation of Hollanc) arid the Ilanse 
towns to 'the French territory, have 
charged m6 to lay before you the. 
motives which call for the adoption 
of measures of so great an interest. 

During the course of the labours 
of the committee, one leading idea 
principally impress<*d our minds ; wc 
nave not ceased to feel astonished, 
that events commanded by so many 
different circumstances, had been so 
long defern»d. 

In reality, Senators, from the period 
when our victorious armies snatched 
Holland from the threefold oppre$» 
sion of the coalesced powers, she 
lost that existence which Frederic 
had designated with so ftiuch energy 
and truth ; she ceased to be a kark 
bj^ turns in tow ^f the two great ships 
of war — France and England; her 
crew, to continue the comparison, 
were turned over to our ship ; Bra- 
bant formed a part of our territory, 
and Holland was irrecoverably con- 
quered. Then? has not passed, since, 
a single day when her union with tha 
French empire would not have been 
a benefit; and we say it with confi- 
dence, an in\alunblc benefit, since 
she would have been spared a long 
series of privations, of losses, ai^d of 
misfortunes. 

But such is the empire of habits 
and of self-ldve over nations as well 
as individuals. The changes which 
strike their eye in all that surrounds 
them, in vain remind them of their 
own decline ; they both repel the se- 
rect conviction which' pursues them. 
A blinil sentiment averts their eyes 
from the lessons of experience, and 
they make their cl6se more fatal by 
their efforts to ward it off. 

Our colours were floating over the 
whole Hntavian territory; the parti- 
sans of £ngland fled in tho ships 
which they basely sold to tho enemy. 
— Its incorporation wiiii France, tho 
association of the Dataviaus with 
their brothers in Belgium, ought to 
have been the first of their wishes, 
the must prosning of their wants. 
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The public ^bty wbich bad not 
tben received that immen^te increase 
to ivhich it latterly arrived, might 
have been entirely saved from ship- 
wreck ; vast commuoicatioQft of com- 
merce might have been opened with 
France ; enormous charges would 
not, for fifteen years, have weighed 
down these interesting countries; and 
for what? To obtain the banen ho* 
Qour of a government pretended ly 
national ; as if a nation could exist 
where there was neither independence, 
nor army, nor territory susceptible 
of defence. 

Those times arc passed, when the 
conceptions of ^rae statesmen give 
authority, in the public opinion, to 
the system of balances, of guarantees, 
of counterpoise, of political equili- 
briura. Pompow illusiotu rfcabincti 
of the second order f visions of imbe^ 
eility / which all disappear before 
necessity, that power which regu- 
lates the duration and the mutuaL 
relations of empires. 

Would not the successive govern- 
ments of Holland, in a thousand in- 
stances, have been subservient to in- 
ternal agitations, to the* efforts of 
England, had not the force of the 
trench empire been constantly act- 
ing upon them to maintain and to 
defend them } 

And when England affronted France 
by supposing that this force was ab- 
sent, because the Emperor was me- 
ditating victory and peace on the 
banks of the Danube; was it Hol- 
land that could have repelled the 
fleet, and the British legions assem- 
bled to recommence the oppression 
and disgrace of the Helder? 

Certainly not ; truths so manifest 
require neither proof nor example. 
Iloljand, like the Ha nse towns, would 
remain the prey of uncertainty, of 
dangers, of revolutiunn, of oppres- 
sions of every kind, if the genius who 
decides the destinies of Europe did 
not cover her with his invincible 
rgis. The Emperor has resolved ^ 
his wisdom, to incorporate them ^ith 



he is 



the immense family of which 
the head. 

In adopting this grand resolution, 
perhaps he himself obeys, more than 
he is aware of, the law of necessity. 

If he commands the glory of tiroes 
present, the events wbich prect*ded 
his coming command those of bis ' 
reign — that uninterrupted succession 
of causes and efii*cts, which form the 
history of nations and the destiny of 
their chiefs. That of the Napoleons 
was to reign and to conquer ; victory 
belong to him, war to his a;^. 

Among the wars recorded in our 
history, there is not one during which 
the jealous rivalry of England has 
not been the direct cause of our trou- 
bles, our misfortunes, our dangcrs^-^ 
of our energy, our combats, our con- 
quests. 

In the feudal times, England di- 
vided our princes, kept our vassals 
in pay, ravaged our fields : ^he k^re^ 
saw that the throne of their Sover 
reigns would one day lie the first in 
the universe : driven back to her is* 
lands, she tvtxy where sought for 
avengers of her quarreh Germany, 
Italy, the Spains, number but ftv 
cities where combats have not bec^ 
maintained during 300 years Ibr the 
cause of England. 

To hear her, our kings mfule pre- 
tensions to universal monarchy iitg} 
the siege of Rochelle, the works ojf 
Toulon, and the surrender of Coui^ 
tray. The most pusillanimous reigns 
could not impose silepce en her ac* 
cusations, nor lull asleep her hatred. 
In her eyes the French people were 
always the same ; they only wanted 
circumstances and a chief, to rcsnme 
the name of great. 

A total subversion was r>eccssaiy 
to tde projiTt of England ; she wished 
for a bloody revolution, because her 
own had been cruel, and because, 
amidst uur divcords, it, struck at, 
with the same sword, both our in* 
dustjry and our institutions; both the 
conquerors and the conquered;—' 
both the people and the dynasty, di 
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Twopi vm tummoncd to this work of 
destruction; every uhere repulsed-^ 
€tery where threatened— tre^nhUng for 
kerself-^she stopped short in presence 
of the co/ifiagratian lighted up bj/ the 
jire-drand^ oj the British cabinets At 
Ust, after Ktn years of a struggle, 
glorious for France, the most cxtrai- 
ordinary genius ever formed by na- 
ture in ber magnificence, collects in 
bis triumphant hands the scattered 
fragments of the sceptic of Charier 
magnc. 

The injuries of France arc avenged: 
frontiers, compacted by moderation, 
iind traced out by nature, are the 
trophies raijjeil to the happincns of 
ber people, to the tranquillity of 
-Europe. 

The Emperor proposes peace. Vaf n 
hope of a great soul ! Thnce the 
cry of alarm was raised on all sides 
'—thrice one victory led only toothers; 
and peace, always offered, always de- 
manded, and, as it were, pursued, 
fctired before our eagles to the ex- 
tremities of Europe. 

In those shocks pf which human 
prudence cannot moderate the effects, 
empires of the first rank are over- 
thrown from their foundations; small 
states disappear: we have seen the 
Oothic supports of the European edi- 
^ce tumble down of themselves, with- 
out the possibility of their being re- 
built ojn the s^me plan ; and had not 
the genius of order advanced with a 
^tep equal to that of armies, it would 
no longer have been war, but anarchy 
;ind death, which the 18th century 
|iad bcquea tiled iq its successors. 

Does the conqueror perceive from 
the height of his car, nations ui|ited^ 
|>y ancient habits \ he see^s out faith- 
fiil princes, he creates for them com- 
mon interests, he entrusts to thein 
the destinies of those regenerated 
states of which he has declared hin^- 
^If the projector. * 

Bui where all forms of government 
)iave been tried in vain, where the 
aggregations arc top small, or dc&ti- 
(i;te «f s|i6icieiu priocipli;; of adhf^ 



sion, to form masses, where localitle« 
would infallibly subject men and 
things to xhe direct action of ava? 
rice, of the a!tacks or intrigues of 
the eternal enemies of France ; there 
the interest of the empire commands 
the union to the victorious nation of 
those portions of its conquests, to pie** 
vent their inevitable dissolution. 

And in the deliberation in which 
youareoccupied, the question should 
be put thus: Holland and the Hanse 
towns being incapable of existing by 
themselves, ought they to belong to 
England or to France? 

We shall search in vain for a thi^ 
alternative. 

That inheritance of rivalry, always 
increasing by the importance of the 
interests, as well as h^ that of th# 
masses ; our generation> Senators, 
has succeeded to, without being abla 
to reject a single portion of it. 

It is no longer two armies wh% 
coin bet on the plains of Fountenoy^ 
it is the empire of the seas which sUU 
resists that of the Continent : a me- 
morable, a terrible struggle, and oef 
which the catastrophe, perhaps not 
far^distant, will long occupy the at? 
tcntion of future generations. 

Let us listen to the political wrlT^ 
ters of England; their alarm con- 
firms this truth, still less, however, 
than the desperate measures of its 
government; if it were not led on 
by the imminence of its danger, 
would it ))ave dared, in the presence 
of civilized Europe, to tear the com^ 
pact of l\onour and of eteriuil justice, 
which connected neutral powers witl^ 
the belligerents? One would be- 
lieve, in n-ading the acts of the Ei^^ 
glish ministry, that the law of na^ 
tions exists no longer; and who, 
then, has substituted for its imron* 
table principles the excesses and tho 
violence of barbarism ? — England. 

So early as 1756, her first at- 
tempts upon the imprcKcriptablo 
rights of nations compelled Sweden 
and Denmark to defend them by the 
4cTe|opemcQt of an armed ueutrali* 
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ty. Some years later, the C8th of 
FehTuary, 1780, England pushing 
licr endcavouis still farther, Russia 
saw no safety for the honour of na- 
tions and that of Sovereigns but in a 
ptiblic exposition of the maxims ac- 
knowledged by all civilized people; 
she proclaimed the conditions on 
which her neutrality was to depend : 
That neutral ships should navi- 
jpite freely, from port to port, and 
on the coast of nations at war. 

That property belonj^ing to the 
subjects of powers at war, should 
be free on board neutral ships, with 
the exception of contraband. 

That to determine what charac- 
terises a blockaded port, that d«sig- 
nation should only be given to such 
into which there was an evident 
danger of entering, m consequence 
of the ships of the attacking power 
being stationary and sutRciently 
Bear. 

Such were literally the dec? a ra- 
tions in which the cabinet of St. Pe- 
tersburgh laid down the rights pfull 
Sovereigns. 

England replied by throwing off 
tKe mask ; and signified to the states 
of Holland, that the flag does not 
Cover the property. 

From that period she thought her- 
self able, without danger as without 
obstacle, to give full swing to her 
usurpations. 

■ It was necessary to wait for a 
period when powerful repris»\ls would 
compel her to return to justice. 
* That day is arrived ; tho decree* 
of Berlin and Milan arc the reply to 
her orders in council. The British 
Cabinet has, sa to speak, dictated 
them to France, 
. Europe receives them for her code; 
and that code shall be the palladium 
of the seas. 

Ix^t England abjure her madness; 
let her reinstate neutrals in their 
rights; justice has never ceased to 
demand this of her. If she had not 
rejected the counsels and the offers 
of moderation, what dreadful con- 



sequences might she not have avoid- 
ed ? And' to confine ourselves to the 
subject of our present deliberation, 
she would not have forced France 
to enrich herself by the ports and 
the arsenals of Holland ; the Ems, 
the Weser, and the Elbe, would not 
have flowed under our dominion; 
and we should not have seen the 
first country of the Gauls washed 
by rivers, united by an internal na- 
vigation, to 'seas which were un- 
known to them. 

Where still are the boundaries of 
possibility ^ Let England answer it. 
Let her meditate on the past; let 
her learn the future. France and 
Napoleon will n«'ver change. 

Your committee unanimously pro« 
pose that the unaius consuUum ba 
adopted. 

The conservative senate, assem- 
bled in the number of members pre- 
scrilx'd by article XC. of the act of 
Hie constitution of 1799* ha\ing ta- 
ken into its consideration the mes- 
sage of his Majesty the Emperor 
and the King, of the 10th of De- 
cember, and the report of their spe- 
cial commission thereon, decrees, 
that the following address be presen- 
ted to his Majesty by the president 
and secretaries : — 

Sire— The depth and extent of • 
ymir plans, the candour and gene- 
rosity of your policy, and your con- 
stant anxiety for the prosperity of 
your subjects, have tiever been ma- 
nifested more strongly than in your 
imperial and royal Miyesty's mes- 
sage to the senate. 

The orders of the British council 
have not only rent in pieces the pub- 
lic law of Europe, but have vlso 
violated those natural laws, which 
ai\3 as old and as eternal as the 
globe. Nature herself has placed 
the seas beyond the dominion of roan. 
He may pass over, but he cannot 
maintain possession of them ; and 
to affect to rule an element which 
surrounds the habitable globe «l 
every side, h* nothing IcSs than » 
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daring attempt to hold the old and 
the new world in captivity^ aiid to 
fix a disgraceful mark of slavery on 
all mankind* 

Such is the sacrilegious attempt 
against which your Majesty unites 
ai 1 the f ftbr ts of you r pouiT. J ust ly 
indignant Europe applauds and se- 
conds you. 

Already does this restless and tur- 
bulent government, which had ex- 
cited five successive coalitions againU 
France, destroyttl in a moment by 
your victorious arms» see all the na- 
tions of the continent leagued against 
her, and her vessels repelled from 
every port. It can no longer keep 
up its internal circulation but by a 
fictitious medium, or its foreign 
trade but by smuggling. — ^The only 
allies which it has upon earth aris 
fanaticism and sedition. 

Persevere, Sire, in this sacred 
war, undertaken for the honour of 
the French name and the indepen- 
dence of nations! — ^Theday on which 
this war ends will be the era of the 
peace of the world. 

The measures proposed by your 
Majesty will accelerate that period ; 
since your only enemies are to be 
found on the ocean,"* it is necessary • 
for you to render yourself master of 
all the ports by which the ocean has 
communication . with the interior 
provinces of your empire. 

In the midst of ihesye military and 
political operations, your benevolent 
solicitude has inspired you with the 
idea of reviving that northern trade, 
which has been for so long a time 
the fruitful source of encouragement 
and prosperity to French industry. 
The productions of the South of the 
empire will be conveyed by safe and 
easy routes into the ports of the Bal- 
tic, and the knots of the treaty of 
Tilsit will be drawn closer by this 
new tic of nations. 

The conscripts of 1811, under the' 
impulse of honour, of affection, and 
of gratitude, will, with a proud sa- 
tisfaction^ range them stives around 



your triumphant e^gU«, and esteem 
themselves honoured in paying the 
glorious tribute which every French- 
man owes to his Sovereign and his 
country. 

It is evident that your Majesty's 
paternal heart feels regret in deman- 
ding ibis tribute, but you have 
wlrerewith to console yourself in the 
reflecticm that the prosperous situa- 
tion of your finances will allow you 
not to renuire any sacrifices from 
your people. 

The senate, Sire, in^ offering yoa 
the homage of their devoted ness, 
love, and unshaken fi(ielity, only 
express to you sentiments which arc 
felr by all >our subjects. 

The President and Secretaries, 
Cambaceres, Prince Arch- 
Chancellor of the Empire. 

C0RN«T. 

F» jAUCOUttt* 
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THF president's MESSAGE, 

Washington, Dtc, 5. — The presi- 
dent of the United Stati s this day 
communicated, by Edward Coles, 
his private secretary, the following 
message to Congress : — 
Fdlow Citizens of the Sptate^ and rf^ 

the Home of Representatives. 

The embarrassments which have 
prevailed in our foreign relations, sa 
much employed the deliberations of 
congress, make it a primary duty» 
in meeting you, to communicate 
whatever may have occurred, in that 
branch of our national affairs. 

The act of the last session of con- 
gress " concerning the commercial 
intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain and France and 
their dependencies," having invited 
in a new form a termination of their 
edicts against our neutral commerce, 
copies of the acts were immediately 
forwarded to our ministers at London 
and Paris, with, a view that its ob- 
ject minht be within the early attca- 
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lion of the Prcnch and ISritisb go- 
iremmentt. 

By the communicatton received 
through o«ir minister at Paris, it ap^ 
peared that a knowledge of the act 
by the French government was fol- 
lowed by a deajaratioo thai fhe Ber- 
lin and Milan decrees were revoked, 
and would cease to have effect on 
the first day of November ensuing. 
These being the only known edicts 
ti/i France, within the description of 
the act, and the revocation of them, 
being such that they ceased, at that 
date, tqviolateour neutral commerce; 
the fact, as prescribed by law, was 
announced by a proclamation bear- 
ing date the 2d day of November. 

It would have well accorded with 
the conciliatory views, indicated by 
this proceeding on the part of France, 
to have extended them to all the 
grounds of just complaint, which 
now remain unadjusted with the 
United States. It was particularly 
anticipated that, as a further evi* 
dencc of just dispositions towards 
them, restoration would have been 
immediately made of the property of 
our citizens seized under a misappli- 
cation of the principle of reprisals, 
combined with a misconstruction of 
a law of the United States. This 
expectation has not been fulfilled. 

From the British government no 
communication on the subject of the 
act has been received. To a com- 
munication from our minister at 
London of the revocation, by the 
French government, of its Berlin and 
Milan decrees, it was answered that 
the British system would be relin- 
quished as soon as the repeal of the 
French decrees have actually taken 
effect, and the commerce of neutral 
nations have been restored to the 
condition in which it stood previ- 
ously to the promulgation of those 
decrees. 

This pledge, although it di^s not 
necessarily import, doeb not exclude 
the intention of relmquishiiig, along 
with the orders in council, tho prac- 



tice of these novef blockades which 
have a like effect of interrupting our 
neutral commerce. And this further 
justice to the United States is the 
rather to be looked for, inasmuch 
as the blockades in question being 
not more contrary to the established 
law of nations, than inconsistent 
with the rules of blockade formerly 
recognised by Gtt^i Britain herself, 
could have tio alleged basts other 
than the plea of retaliation alleged 
as the basis of the orders in council. 
Under the modi fication of the original 
orders in Nov. 1 807. into the ordefi 
of April 18Q9, there isindeed scarcely 
a nominaf distinction between the or- 
ders and the blockades. One of thest 
illegitimate blockades, bearing datt 
in May, 1806, Waving been expressly 
avowed to be still un rescinded, and 
to be in effect comprehended in the 
orders in council, was too distinctly 
brought )vithin the purview of the 
act of congress, not to be compre- 
hended in the explanation of the re- 
quisites to be a compliance ivith it. 
The British government was acco^ 
dingly apprised by our minister near 
it, that Such was the light in which 
the subject was to be regardt^. 

In this new posture uf our relations 
with these powers, the consideration 
of congress will be properly turned 
to a removal of doubts which ma? 
occur in the exposition, and difficuh 
ties in the execution of the act above 
cited. 

The commerce of the United Stalw 
with the north of Europe, hereto- 
fore much vexed by licentious crui- 
sers, particularly under the DaaisJi 
flag, has latterly been visited with 
fresh and extensive depredations. 
The measures pursued in behalf of 
our injured citizens, not having ob- 
tained justice for them, a further 
and more formal interposition with 
the Danish government is conten* 
plated. The principles which hi^^e 
been maintained by that governnwnt 
in relation to neutral commerce, «nd 
the friinilly profession of his Danish 
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Majesty towards the United Sutes, 
are valaaUe pledges in favour of a 
•uccessful issue^ 

Among tho events growing out of 
Uxe state of jUie Spanbfa mongrcby, 
ttur itteution was iroperiounly at* 
tracted to the change, developing 
ftself in that portion-o( West Flo- 
rida ; which, though or right appor* 
taining to the United States had 
remained in the posftexsion of Spain; 
^waiting the n*sult of negociation for 
its actual delivery to them. The 
Spanish authority was subverted : 
aod a situation produced, exposing 
the country to ulterior events, which 
might ensentially a0ect the rights 
and welfare of the union. In such 
a conjuncture, ] did not delay the 
interposition required for the occu- 
pancy of the territory west of the 
river Perdido, to which the lille of 
the United States extends, and to 
which the laws provided for the ter- 
ritory of Orleans, are applicable. 
With this view the proclamation, of 
^which a copy is laid before you, 
was confided in the governor of that 
territory, to be carried into effect. 
The legality and necessity of th^ 
course pursuexl, assure me of the fa- 
vourable light in which it will pre- 
sent itself to the legislature; ami of 
the promptitude with which they 
will supply wbau^vor provisions may 
be due to the esstntial rights and 
equitable interests of llie p< ople thus 
brought into the bosoiu of the Ame- 
rican family. 

Our amity with the powers of Bar- 
bary, with the exception of a recent 
occurrence at Tunis, of which an 
explanation is just nxeived, appears 
to have been uninterrupted, and to 
have become more firmly established. 

With the Indian tribes, also, the 
peace and friendship of the United 
States are found to be so eligible, 
that the dispositicm to preserve both 
continues to gaip strength. 

I feel particular satisfaction in rc^ 
marking that an interior view of our 
country presents us with grateful 

▼jOL. Vlll. 



proofs of its substantial and mcreasr 
ing prosperity. To a thriving agri*> 
culture, and the iroproveioents re* 
lated to it, is added a highly in* 
teresting extension of useful manu'* 
factures, the combined product of 
professional occupations, and of 
household industry. Such, indeed, 
is the experience of economy, at 
well as of policy. In these substi- 
tutes for supplies heretofore obtained 
by foreign commerce, in a na» 
tional view, the change is justly re- 
garded as of itself more than a le^ 
com pence fr>r those privations and 
losses resulting from foreign injustice^ 
which furnished the general impul<ie 
requirc'Ifbritsaccomplishment. How 
far it may be expedient to guard tho 
infancy of this improvement in tho 
distribution of labour, by regulations 
of the commercial tariff, is a subject 
which cannot fail to suggest itself to 
your patriotic reflections. 

It will rest with the consideration 
of compress, also, whether a provident, 
as well as fair encouragement, should 
not be given to our navigation, by 
such regulations as will place it on 
a level of competition with fon>ign 
vessels, particularly in tran<:porting 
the important and bulky productions 
of our own soil. The failure of 
equality and reciprocity in the exist- 
ing regulations on this subject ope- 
rates, in our ports, as a premium to 
foreign competition ; and the inc<m- 
venience must increase as these may 
be multiplied under more favourable 
circum&tances, by the more than 
countervailing encouragements now 
given them by the laws of their re- 
spective countries. 

Whilst it is universally admitted 
that a well-instructed people alone 
can be permanently a free people; 
and whilst it is evident that the means 
of diffusing atnl improving useful 
knowledge form so small a propor- 
tion of the expenditures for national 
purposes, I cannot presume it to W 
unseasonable to invite your attentiou. 
to the advantages of superadding, t^ 
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the means of education provided by 
the several states, a seminary of 
learning, institated by the national 
legislature, within the limits of their 
exclusive jurisdiction, iho expence 
of tfhicb might be defrayed or reim* 
biirsed out of the vacant grounds 
vvbich have accrued to the nation 
withki those limits. 

Such an institution, though local 
in its legal character, ^ould be uni- 
versal in its beneficial eflVcts. By 
enlightening the opinions; by ox« 
panding tbo patriotism; and by as^ 
iimilating the principles, the senti- 
mcnts and manners of those who 
^migbt resort to this temple of sci- 
ence, to be re-distributed, in due 
time, through every part of the com- 
munity, sources of jcalonsy and 
prejudice would be diminished, the 
features of national character would 
be multiplied, and greater extent 
given to social harmony. 

But above all, a well constituted 
semitMry in the centre of the nation 
is recommended by the considera- 
tion, that the additional instruction 
emanating from it, would contribute 
not less to strengthen thj founda- 
tions, than to adorn the structure of 
our free and happy system of govern- 
ment. ^ 

Among the commercial abuses 
still committed under the American 
flag, and leaving in force my former 
references to that subject, it appears 
that Anvrican citizens are instm- 
mental in cerrying on a traffic in en- 
slaved Africans, equally in violating 
the laws of humanity, and in de- 
tiancc of those of their own country. 
The same just and bi-nevolent mo- 
tives which produced the interdiction 
in force against this criminal con- 
duct, will doubt\es8 bv. felt by con- 
gress, in devising further means of 
suppressing the evil. « 

In the midntt>f urici^rtninties, ne- 
cessarily connected with the great 
mleriits of the United States, pru- 
di nee requires a coiilinuahce of our 
defensive and prcwautiunary urranga- 



mcnts. The secretary of war and 
secretary of the navy will submitthe 
stateipents and estimates which may 
aid congress, in their ensuing pro- 
visions for the 1and% and naval 
forces. The statement of the latter 
will include a view of the transfers, 
of appropriii tions in the naval ex- 
pcmditure.and the grounds on which* 
they were made. 

The fortifications for the defence 
of our maritime frontier, have been 
prosecuted according to the plan 
laid down in 180S. The works. 
With M)me exceptions, are completed, 
and furnished with ordnapce. Those 
for the security of New York, though 
far advanced towards completion, 
will require a further time and ap- 
propriation. This is the case ufth 
a few others, either not completed, 
or m need of repairs. 

The improvements, in quality and 
quantity, made in tlie manufactory 
o( cannon, and of small arms, both 
at the public armories, and private 
facto/ies, warrant addittomil confi- 
dence in the competency of those 
resources, for supplying the public 
exii;ence8. 

These preparations for arming the 
militia, having thus far provided for 
one of the objects contemplated by 
the power vested in congress, with 
respect lo that great bulwark of the 
public safety, it is for their consi- 
deration, whether further provisions 
are not requisite, for the other con- 
templated objects, of organiKation 
and discipline. To give to this great 
mass of physical and moral force, 
the efficiency uhicli it merits, and is 
capable of receivinsj, it is indispensi- 
ble that they should be instructed 
and practised in the rules by which 
they are to be governed. Towaids an 
accomplishment of this fiAportant 
work, I recommend, for the consi- 
deration of congress, the expediency 
of instituting a system, which shall, 
in the first instance, cull into the 
field, nt the public expence, and for 
a giv^njlime, certain portions of the 
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commtssionecl and non-commissioned 
officers. The instruction and disci- 
pline thus acquired would gradually 
diffuse through the entire body %>i 
the militii^that practical knowledge 
and promptitude for actual service, 
which are the great ends to be pur- 
sued. Experience has left no doubt, 
either of the necessity, or of the effi- 
cacy of competent military skill, in 
those portions of an army in fitting 
it for the filial duties which it may 
have to perform. 

The corps of engineers, with the 
military academy, are entitled to 
the early attention of congress. The 
buildings at the seat, fixt by law, 
for the present academy, are not so 
iar in decay, as not to afford the ne- 
cessary accommodation. But a re- 
vision of the law is recommended, 
principally with a view to a more en- 
larged cultivation and difTusiun of the 
advantage of such institutions, by 
providing professorship for all the 
necessary branches of military in- 
struction, and by the establishment 
of an additional academy, at the 
- seat of government, or elsewhere. — 
The means by which war, as well 
for defence, as for offence, and now 
carried on, render these schools of 
the most scieatific operation an in- 
dispcnsible part of every adequate 
system. Even among nations whose 
large standing armies and frequent 
wais afford every other opportunity 
of instruction, these establishments 
are found to be indisptnsible, for 
the due attainment of the branches 
of military science, which require a 
regular course of study and experi- 
n>ent. In a government, happily 
without the other opportunities, se- 
minaries where the elementary prin- 
ciples of the war can be taught 
without actual war, and without the 
dxpcnse of extensive and standing 



armies, have the precious advantage 
of uniting an essential preparation 
against external danger, with a scru- 
pulous regard to internal safety. In 
no other way, probably, can a pro- 
vision of equal efficacy, for the pub- 
lic defence, be nwde at so little cx- 
ptnce, or more consistently with 
public liberty. 

The receipts paid into the treasury 
during the year ending on the 30lh of 
September last (and amounting to no 
more than eight millions and a half 
of dollars,) have exceeded the cuf- 
rent exponces of the government, 
including the interest of the public 
debt. — For the purpose of reimbur- 
sing at the end of the year 3,759,000 
dollars, of the principal, a loan, as 
authorised by law, Imd been ncgoci- 
ated to that amount, but has since 
been reduced to 2,750,000 dollars ; 
the reduction being permitted by the 
state of the trrasuiy, in which there 
will be a balance remaining at the 
end of the year, estimated at two mil- 
lion of dollars. For the probable re- 
ceipts of the next year, and other de- 
tails, I refer to statements which will 
be transmitted from the treasury, and 
which will enable you to judge what 
further proceedings may be necessary 
for the ensuing. 

Reserving to future occasions, in 
the course of the session, whatever 
other communications may claim 
your attention, I close the present, 
by expressing my reliance,- under 
the blessing of Divine Providence, 
on the judgment and patrioti<>m 
which will guide your measures, at 
a period particularly calling for uni- 
ted councils, and inflexible exer- 
tions, for the welfare of our country, 
and by assuring you of the fidelity 
and alacrity with which myco-ope- 
iHlion will be afforded. 

Jamrs Madispx. 
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HOUSE OP LORDS. 

Thundoy^ Bee, 20. 

Earl Camden presented the report of 
Use coromittee appointed to examine the 
physicians attending his Majesty, touch- 
ing the state of his Majesty's health, 
^hich being read, his lordship moved 
should be printed. 

Lord Holland observed, that from 
what was said yesterday, there was an 
Understanding on the part of several noble 
lords, and an expectation that no ques- 
tion relative to the important subject 
now before parliament, would be dis- 
cussed this day. 

The Earl of Liverpool sajd that his 



addressed the Prince of Wales to take 
upon him the regency. Bdng the only 
member of his family who had ever visited 
that Dart of the united kingdom, be 
must be permitted to call their attentum 
to this just, legal and constitution iti pro- 
ceeding, of which he most cordially ap- 
proved. 

Earl GrofVenor lamented the delay 
which had already taken place, and re- 
gretted the want of some measure equi- 
valent to the recency bill of George the 
Second, in which provbion was made for 
the establishment of a regency, in caie 
of the death of that monarch during the 
minority of his present Majesty, and the 
regency bill of the present reign, pro- 
Majesty's ministers, when the lament- yiding for the appointment of a reg o cy 
able calamity occurred which they had j"* ^^^ event of bis Majesty's demise dur 
•till to deplore, were fully aware of the '"g ^^^ minority of the Pnnce of Wales, 



difficulties and embarrassments of their 
situation. They had to choose between 
the continuance for a time of the diffi- 
culties arising from the melancholy sus- 
pension of the personal exercises of the 
royal authority, in the hope that the ca- 
lamity would cease, and the period at 
which it would be necessary, if the reco- 
very of his Majesty did not take place, 
to adopt some measure for supplying the 
defect in the royal authority, tie con- 
tended that there had been no unneces- 
sary delay : his Majesty's servants had 
proposed short adjournments, by means 
of which parliament still retained (he 
power at the expiration of each interval 
of calling upon ministers for information, 
or of passing such resolutions as they 
should deem expedient. 
-\ The Duke of Clarence observed, that 
•.ibe calamity which he, in common with 
^ their lordships, most sincerely la-, 
inented, he trusted their lordships would 
do him the justice to i>elieve that he pri- 
vately most deeply deplored. In ad- 
vetting to the measures rendered neces- 
sary by the melancholy fact of bis Ma- 
jesty's indisposition, the noble earl (Li- 
verpool) had relied up<>n the precedent 
of i7B8, as the only legal and obnstiiti- 
tional course ; but their lordships would 
recoll(ect, that by the union with Ireland, 
another set of journals had come into 
their possession, and were now incorpo- 
rated with and made their own, in which 
was recorded another precedent of 1788^ 
Che parliament of Ireland having atonca 



as by means of some measure of that de- 
scription the defect in the royal autho- 
rity, which unhappily existed, might hicve 
been forthwith supplied. 

TheDukeofiVor^ik observed opon 
the statement of the noble secretary of 
State (Eari of Liverpool,) from which it 
appeared that his Majesty's ministers had 
now assumed the exercise of all tbe fbno- 
tions of the executive power. 

The Earl of Jjouderdale said that the 
measure of an address should have Ms 
strenuous support, as not less expedient 
in the present emergency of public al^ 
fairs than consonant to the true princi- 
ples of the constitution. 

The Earl of Darm/ey profesled him- 
self unable to understand how the two 
houses could adopt any legislative prt>vi- 
sion without the royal ^anct^n and con- 
currence. He dwelt also upon the dan 
cere of procrastination, and announced 
his intention ofresistingall needless delay.' 
The Earl of Ixverpooly atrer obsennug, 
that there was no question before tbe 
house, intimated his wi&h to move that a 
committee be appointed to consider of 
the fitness of recei\ing proxies in the case 
of division, on the present occasion, and 
that the clerk be directed to search for 
precedents. 

Earl ^anhope expressed his convic- 
tion, that the motion oft|>e noble earl 
(Liverpool) was made onl^ for t|)e pur- 
pose of gaiuiiig time, that |t was a mgrt 
manoeuvre, and that the boose was un- 
accustomed to appoint cojpoutttcs f^ 
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xonsidOT of what was fitUng for die houie 
to adopt. 

Earl lUMmUimm o^ectad to the term 
** the present •eaMon,''^ id the wordiac of 
the moriooy at the present assembling 
of the estate^ould in no sense he deni>- 
minated a session of parliament. 

After some desultory conversation, in 
which Earl Stanhope^ Earl RiM$fymf and 
the Eacl of Liverpool took a part, the 
amended motion was put and carriedt 
^Tbat a committee be appointed to 
search for precedents on occasions simi- 
lar to the present ;*' and the house ad- 
journed to Saturday. 

Saturday, Dec. M. 

Lord CUve and several other mem- 
bers of the house of Commons brought 
np a mesjiage, desiring a conference. A 
committee of conference, consisting of 
Earl Camden, the Earl of Liverpool, 
lord Viscount Wentworth, the Bishop 
of Herrford, Lord Muigrane, Lord Wei- 
iesley (Marquis Weliesley) and another 
lord, was appointed; and a message 
having been sent to the house of Cuui- 
tnons, appointing the conference forth- 
with in the painted chamber, tlie Lords 
appointed to confer with the Couimont 
went forth. 

On their return Earl Camden reported 
the communidation of the resolutions 
voted by the house of Commons, whid^ 
on the motion of the Earl of Liverpool, 
were ordered to be taken into conside- 
ration on Thursday next, the house then 
to resolve itself into a committee on the 
state of tl^e natiet», and the Lords to l>e 
fammoned. 

The Earl of Liverpool presented tlie 
report of the committee appointed to 
iearch for precedents respecting proxies, 
which was ordered to lie on the table. — 
Adjoorned to Wednesday the 96th. 
Wednesday, Dec, 26. 

The Eiirl of 4Jverpool moved, that 
|he resolutions communicated by the 
ijouse of pommons should be referred 
Co the committee on the state of the 
nation to morrow. — Carped nem, di$. 

Earl ^tanhope said, that he should 
|nove an amendment on the second re- 
solution. 

The Earl of Liverpool then inqved, 
|hat the report qf the committee for ex- 
mminins the Kin^-s physicians should be 
tefierred to the committee to-inurruw. 
7%ttr«dby, Dec, 7. 

Their lordships, pvrsiiant to the order 
yft^dajy proceeded fa a cam^MtUfi^ 



the whole house. Lord Walsingham fa 
the chair, to take into considerauon 

TBE STATE OF THE NATION. 

Jast before their lordships proceaddd 
thereon. 

The Earl pf Carlisle took occasion Co 
make several veir strong remarks on 
the state of the King's true condition, 
which he supposed was kept secret from 
th« aetual knowledge of his Miyesty't 
ministers, otherwise they never would 
have haiarded to conduct themselves at 
they did, and continue such an usurpa- 
tion of power which they possessed, had 
they not in common with the whok 
mass of his Majesty's subjects, laboured 
onder a most extraordinary delusion. 
He was warranted in that when he com* 
pared the bulletins issued on certain 
days with the evidence given by the phy- 
sicians before their lordships* committee. 
His lordsliip expressed himself in strong 
language upon this most material difie- 
fence. He would not uke their lord- 
ships by surprise, but he did intend to 
move that another coaunittee should be 
appointed to inquire again into such 
matters as further rcgard«*d the state of 
tlie King's health as might be deemed 
expedient. 

The Earl of Liverpool merely said, 
that when any motion of the kind should 
be submitted, he would undertake to 
any that his Majesty's ministers would 
fully juf^tity themselves in the eyes of the 
world. Ilis lordship then moved th^ 
order of the day, which being agreed to, 
and tlie three resolutions re%d as cooa- 
rounicated from the house of Coni* 
moiis, he entered into a long argument 
npon the principle, necessity, and pro- 
priety of adopting these resolutions, and 
of proceeding precisely in the manner 
intended by parliament ic the year 178(>. 
His lordship then moved the first reso-^ 
liition, viz. 

•* That It is the opinion of this com- 
*' mittee that his Majesty is prevented 
'* by his present indittposition from coin-* 
'* ing to his parliament, and from ai- 
** tending to the public business ; and 
f* that the pei*sonal exercise of the royal 
^ authority is therefore, for the present 
<* interrupted." 

Which being put by the chair waa 
agreed \o nem. dis. 

His lordbhip tlien moved the second 
rcsolutiop, vis. 

'* That it if the opinion of thit 
f* fommiiteei that it is the right and 
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^ ifarty of tbe lordl spirito«U and tem- 
^ poraly and coniroont of Great Bri- 
^ uin, now in parliament assembled, 
** and lawfulW, fuUjr^ and freely repte- 
^ scnting all the estates of tbe people of 
** this miniy to provide the means of 
" supplying the aefect of the personal 
**' exercise of the ro^ul authority arising 
^ from his Majesty's said iiidispositioii, 
** m such manner as tbe exigency o£the 
** r4Me may appear to require." 

Lord Waiungham having put the 
question, 

£Qrl Stofikopt rose to move an amend- 
ment. His lordsliip agreed with the 
principle of this resolution^ hut . he 
thought that it did not express enough. 
A* to the tlurd proposition il had net so 
cordtally his assent. Hir lordship ad- 
verted to a variety of tppics» and com- 
ckided with moving by way of addition 
to the raotbiiy ^ That as soon as it 
*^ shoold be fully and fairly ascertained 
^ by both houses of phrltaroent, that his 
«* Majesty ^vas completely restored to 
** I he capability of exercising the funo- 
^ lions of royalty, that the regent should 
*^ return intcj^ his hands unimpaired that 
^ power which he held in the absence 
^ of the royal functions." 
The anneudment was negatived witb- 



9*)t A divi^oo. 

Lord Holland then rose and submit- 
ted, that it was quite improper to enter 
kita any discussions upon the theoretic 
principles, of whether the right of the 
ivgetMry was inherent in tbe heir app»- 
f«iK, or in tlie legislature, or in the peo- 
ple; and therefore with the view of pre- 
venting debates on such subjects, he 
should move the • previous question, 
winch he accordingly did; addinii;, that 
if nt shouhl be carried, he should next 
anove for nn address. to his royal hi^b- 
nt^sis the Prince of Wales, requestmg 
bim to accept the regency, until a biU 
•boold be curried into a law, constitu- 
ting n ret;ent by the three estates of the 
reaiin. This was also negatived, and riie 
gecund lesolution was put and carried. 

Lord Wiiliingham then put the ques- 
tion on the ibird resolution, which re- 
aolotion was as follows, viz. 

«* That for this purpose, «ud for main*- 
** taintitg entire the constitutional auiho- 
" rity of the King, it is iiecessary that 
^ tbe said lords spiritual aud temporal, 
** and commons of Great Britain, should 
** detennine on the means whereby the 
h rnya) asaent should be given in 
•^ parliament to such bills as may be 



'' passed by the two booses of parita- 
** meiit, respecting tbe exercise of tbe 
"- powers and authorities of the cnmn, 
'* m the name mud ou tbe behalf of the 
^ King, during tbe continuance of bit 
*' Majesty's indisposition.^ 

On which Lord Holland rote, aa4 
called the attention of their lordships to 
the purport, letter, and spirit of the 
proposition set forth in th« last meA- 
tioued resolution; and in a speech of 
considerable length and animation op- 
posed the principle of the said peaolutioa. 

The Duke of Norfolk was of opinioa, 
that proceeding by address was mott 
suited to the dignity of parliament, aiMi 
the nature _of tbe occasion. The great 
seal could not be legally applied as ma^ 
ters now stood. Its virtues did not con* 
sist in the metal or the wax, but io its 
legal application. If the ministry thought 
proper to lay restrictions on the persons 
possessing the right to tbe teinporaiy 
authority, why could they not ptish the 

Crtnciple faitber, and in case of demisei 
y reatrictions, or exercise tbeir choice^ 
in tbe case of successor to tbe throoe! 
The acts were only equall> unconstitu- 
tional. He would vote for tbe proceed* 
log by address on the present occasioo. 
His Royal Highness tbe Duke of Ski- 



^ $ex said, the bouse had already on iu 
table the distressing details of bn Msr 
jest/s unhappy illness. It was evident 
from those details given in evidence, 
that bis Miyesty had bad no cuinmum- 
cation with any of his ministers, uor 
with any of the royal family, for a con- 
siderable time. What right, then, bad 
ministers to talk of the King's approvsl 
of their acts ? It was important tor tbe 
house to know on what this rotten fo- 
bric was built. What was the nataral 
conduct of things ? The ministers re- 
ported to tbe King, the King issued bit 
orders to the ministers ; he commanded 
them to act, and they weri^ responsible 
^r their acting. But minibtei*s had not 
seen the King for three weeks, and yet 
they dared to talk of tlie Kill's approval 
of their measures. [Here bis royal high- 
ness stopped for some time, and begged 
the house would atiiibuie his silence to 
tbe agitation ol' his feelings.] If tbe 
ministers assumed to themselves a power 
«s of right to act as they have hitherto 
done, it was tlie most serious blow wlikh 
had 'been suffered by >be oonsututioa 
since the Hevoluttou. The JbLiug was % 
corporation sole; he never died ^ be c% 
Joyed a sort of political immortality^ 
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The 9tt of inintstert in osurpin^ his 
power wns • kind of political regicide. 
He could not sepnrate the H^tHti of the 
Kin^ ftbm those of the people. In de- 
fendinfi the royal authority, he only de^ 
funded the principles of the conttitution. 
U was eipedient to defend the rights of 
the thrtme, if the coostitotion was to he 
preserved. If the proceeding by bill 
was adopted, and (he house took it upon 
itself to elect a temporary governor, it 
tni^^bt <e,t> the leitgtii of interfering with 
the fiiture and rightful possessor. The 
principle of succession whs the principle 
of comnaon taw ; the right of the tnodtfrn 
succession, or that of t4^ bouse of Bruns- 
wick, was to be found in the statute 
hiW| grounded upon the «ncient princi- 
ple of the common law. If a regent 
were to he chosen, he must be made an 
effective magistrate, with the power of 
perfonning the duties of royalty- He 
*iQ8t not be the mere mummery and 
mockery of royalty. 1^ tlie. voice^of 
the law be listened to ; the law provided 
for the supply of tlu» royal functions.' 
It was necessry'thnt the Regem should 
hnve the means of performing the ser- 
vices required from his station, th* so« 
iwreignty remaining still untouched, and 
in the person of the Monarch. He could 
not avoid ent<mng into those details, as 
he felt he had a serious duty to perform 
to his father and to himself ; lie felt the 
•incerest devotion, not only to his fiv- 
ther, but to the constitution of this 
country. It had been his fortune to re- 
side for many yerns upon the continent^ 
and there to have obserreH ttie com- 
menceroent and progress of tliose revo-^ 
lutions which had made so lamemable 
A change in its situation. He had ob* 
served, that the first step which whs 
always taken by those wliose object k 
was to overthrow all government, was 
to endenvmir to bring monarchy into 
oontempt, by attacking the chsmicters 
of those who were neit in succession to 
the throne. If the king and his heir, 
apparent were degraded in the eyes of 
tiie^ublie, I he overthrow of the monar- 
chy would betome an easier task. This 
CTHintry now^njoved the benefit of a 
most excellent constitution, establiblied 
on the basis of the glorious revolution 
of 1088, beautified and improved by 
tktuf, and so admirably balanced, that 
'it was impossible to attack any one part 
of that glorious fabric without endanger- 
ing the whole« He therefore thought 
tbttt it behoved tbcrr lordships to j^jvu 



theirmost serious attention to tlnrtwliick 
so materiiiUy affected the Bsonarohicil 
part of it, which vms esseniially neces- 
sary for the interesu of tbepeopit. Wit4 
respect to his feelings for his royal fk^ 
ther, be could with tha utmost sincerity^ 
quote the remarkabte eilpressioo of Lord 
Thurfow, "When I f<wget my Kmg, 
may-God forget me." I^t fetliiig ae ha 
did mosr sincerely those wishes wkh r«« 
spect to bis fother, he would tAao, add« 
With equal sincerity and dev6tion tatba 
constitntion of his country, <* May Ood 
forget me, wheo I forget the consttttttivn 
which raised my family to the throae.* 
It "was this coBstittttioii which, aiaidst 
the ruin and desolation that emanated 
from the French revolution, preserved 
tins comitry, free and inviacible, like wt 
mighty rock in the sea, whicii defies the 
fury of the storm. To this constkucios 
every subject in the reahn should^ctii^; 
for the protection of their rights aad li- 
berties; and to the support of this con* 
stiutioo, none were more deeply pledgad 
than his family, whom U had aalied to^ 
the throne, for t)>e purpose of protecting 
it. He felt hiarscif pledged by etwry 
tie lo support the conatiiaiioa in all its* 
parts; and it was from thi^ffeliiig tliat 
tie had conceived it his duty to sute hit 
sentimeifts to the hoi>se. 

Lord Mnigrave tlioiii;ht that thepivw 
cedents were entirely in fo^anr ef tiie 
course proposed by his ; noble friead 
(Lord Liverpool) He uoii«eised tliafr 
neither the precedent of what was done 
at the restoration, ^or at the r«V()luciDay 
applied at all to tho preseat case. He 
therefore opp«ifled proceeding by addrvas^ 
and supported the measure of a bill. 

His Royal Hishneas the Duli«r of York 
rose, and said that he £rlt 4t now liis 
duty, as he had done 9S years agi\ an- 
der melancholy circumstances similar to 
the present, to state publicly his opinion. 
He was deeply impressed with \kw saiua 
opinions which he had foemeriy expres- 
sed of the mistaken principles nnd^tlie 
dangerous tendency of tlie measures now 
propos*'(l; and he was led by every feel- 
ing of duty anrl attachment to his belov- 
ed father, of solicitude to pf-eaerve the 
nghts of the crown, and uf regard for 
the constitntion, to depreca^ tl»e«dup- 
tion of a course which appeared to him 
highly detrimental to all those valuable 
interests. No individual could fWl morv 
for the critical situation in which tiie 
country was plactfl by a calamity wUidi 
u^titt could more strrioubly deplore. Great 
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M tk» dttftcnkiet iMd been oa tbe ibr- 
■ler ocoatMO, tbey w«re now mocb in* 
opeaaed by tbe prctrare of the timcsy 
Md by tbe avdvoQ* but proud straggle 
fibich tbis cooDtry it lopportini^, itok 
ttily for it» owh bonour and indtfpeo- 
dMK^, but for tbat of tbo oaly people 
OB tbo coBtiMiit wbicb ■conit to submit 
to tyranny and opprtttioo. H« had» 
on tbe former oecaMon, voted for the 
adjoaroment proposed, in the hope of 
bit Majesty's recovery; and if a further 
adjoarnmeot bad been now proposed^ 
be wbold have supported it; but be gave 
fbll credit to bis Mn)esty't ministers for 
not wishing to hazard any danger or hv 
convenience to tbe state by poatponing 
too long the measures wbicb the existing 
^rcomstanccfs required. He Mi it, 
however, his duty to object to the mode 
and the principle upon which it was pro- 
posed to carry into effect that which it 
now indispensably necessary, as being, 
in bis Opinion, unconstitutional, deroga- 
tory to tbe dignity of the crown, and 
•ttbfiersive of those rights which cannot 
■ifely be attacked in tlie person of the 
King's substitute. He mast deny tlie 
right of the two estates of tbe realui to 
fobstitote a phantom in the pbice of the 
King, and to pass an act for which by 
the constitution the royal sanction was 
necessary. He therefore much preferred 
proceeding by address, which was free 
from those ob|ectiont. With such an 
addftM, tbe resolutions which the two 
bouses might think proper to pass could 
•be sent up, and if they were accepted 
by the Regent, they would be binding 
upon him. These resolutiens mi«ht also 
be made binding by a subsequent art, 
wheb the third branch of the legislature 
bad been i^stored to activity. Having 
stated his ol^cctions to tbe form of a 
bill, he must also give his opinion as to- 
the restrictions which had been spoken 
, of. As to the arrangement for the care 
of the neyal person, he did not consider- 
that as any restriction on the regent ; 
but as to the restrictions which were to 
be proposed on the executive power, 
be thought they were highly hnproper 
m times of such difficnlty as the present, 
and that they were as unbipcoming as 
they were nnnecessary. He was con- 
vinced, that if the Prince of Wales was 
entrusted with the full exercise of that 
temporary authority, be would feel it 
was consistent with his honour and fu- 
ture interest, as well as with every feel- 
«f of duty and attacbineat to tbe Kio^ 



to tocondoetbinitelfaa to be aUe te 
restore to bis father that authority, free 
from abuse, or aay circumstaaoes whicb 
would be embarraating on tbe letomp* 
tion oif it.' 

Lord Moirm njoiced at tbe stntiaenV 
of tbe two Royal Doket, and entered 
into an argumentaliva and eloquent dis- 
cussion, proving the danferooa eonta 
qoenrea of tbe eondiiei propoied by 
ministers. 

I/>rd BaccAia^Aaaiifttne supported Ae 
nseafrure of nominating a Regent by bill, 
and expressed tbe concurrence of Lord 
Sidmouth, who waa absent from iadia* 
position, in the same opinion. 

Lord GremwUle repeated many of tbe 
argumenu used in b» printed speech im 
1789, in support of the bill proposed 
by ministers, but arraigned them for de- 
kying the appoiatment ef a Regent, 
and in roost tevere and pointed terms 
condemned their assumption of the rtpd 
authority for tbe last eight weeks. 

Tlie Marquis of iMntdowne parties^ 
lariy dwelt en the necessity of comoHt- 
ting the cnstody of bis Majesty's person 
to persons legally appointed and duly 
responaible for the faithful execution cif 
tbe tmst confided to them. — He hoped 
tbat *^ a retrospect of the matuier ia 
which tbe duties of that important trasi 
had been hitherto performed, would 
soon be taken, as there were certain 
rumours afloat, whicb, if untrue, might 
be contradicted, but which represeoted 
that witbin a few days the power coas- 
mitted to those who had the custody of 
his Mnjesty's person bad been roost wan- 
tonly and unwarrantably abused, so as 
even to endanger the life of tbe royal 
patient ! He stated this from mrooor 
only, and trusted that tlie matter would 
be 'satisfactorily cleared up." 

The Lard Chancellor strenuously de* 
fended the conduct of ministers, and 
thought it his bounden duty to act oa 
tbe precedent of 1788, as having been 
^proved by all tbe branches of tbe le- 
gislnture. 

Lord Erikhe rose to support \fae 
amendment, hut was seized with a Ueed- 
ing at the nose, and oUi^ to dwist. 
After some shuit conversation between 
Ix>rds Ltmadomte and Ijiverpool^ tbe 
house divided, fbr the aroeiiduieut, 74; 
against it 100-^Mi^ority for ministers f6. 
—[Thus for tbe first time in tbe history 
of tbis country, 74 peers (proxies esHiK 
ded) voted against tl* |iersons bofcla^g 
odicc ; ajid even tbeninistehai mi^fority 
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of id wat swelled by those pjeers who 
spoke with the greatest dej^ree of vehe- 
mence against their meosuret. No 
prosies were allowed.] 

Friday, Bee. 28. 
Lord WaUiii^ham reported the reso- 
lutions a^^ed to in the couunittee on 
the state of the nation. 

The Earl of Liverpool moved the or- 
dtr of the day fur taking the report into 
considemtioHy and then iii(tVed to agree 
lo the first resolution, which was put 
'and agrved to. 

Oil the second resotutifui, Lord Hol- 
land moved the previous f|uestion, which 
wa^ negutivedy and the resolution a- 
^reed to. 

Oa the third resolution. Lord Holland 
moved the same ameadmeiU that he 
moved on Hiursday. 

Lord Erskine rose, and stated to tlie 
house, that being prevented on Thursday 
night by nidisposition from delivering his 
sentiments on the subject of the intenilcd 
Regency, aud his ideas thereon having 
been since anticipated by utlier noble 
lords, he should not, on the present oc- 
casion, trouble their Inrdships at the 
length which he had originally intended, 
belt content himself wiili merely taking 
a general view of some of the most pro- 
minent points that related to the sub- 
ject. Precedents had been alluded to, 
but precedents w^re not so very appli- 
cable as could be wished, because a 
case like that now before rheir lordships 
had never occurred till this reigu. The 
precedents however that were in exis- 
tence, at least all the rational ones, were 
completely with the principle that is 
contained in the ameudnient moved by 
bis noble firiend. His lord«liip then ad- 
verted to the events in (he reigu of Hen- 
ry VL and those of \6'i\, as well as 
trie concurrences at the revolution, all 
of which he contended were congenial 
with the principle of address. The no- 
ble lord dwelt at some length on the 
l^ropriety, as well as pitlicy, of adopting 
the mode ofaddres», as infinitely pre- 
ferable to any other thtkt conld be sub- 
mitted. The nmenduieiit therefore had 
tiis heartiest concurrence. 

Tlie Earl of DarnUy argued the ab- 
surdity of the fiction of using the great 
teal in his Majesty's name to supply the 
defect occasioned by his own unlortu- 
wate incapacity. 

Lord Kenyan contended that it was 
cbe duty of the (wo booses to make such 
provisions in constitutii\g a Ke|;ency> 



that 00 the recovery of his Majesty 
his authority might revert to him unim* 
paired. 

After a short cotinersation, as to the 
mode pf putting the question, between 
Earl Stanhope, the Lord Chancellor, mid. 
Lord Holland, the question was put. 
** That the amendment of Lord lltilland 
** be inserted in the motion,** whith was 
negatived, and the original rei^ulutioa 
agreed to. 

On the motion of llie Earl of Lirer* 
pool, the resolutions were ordered to be 
communicated to the Ci>mmons at con- 
ference. — Adjouined till Monday. ^ 
Monday,, Dec. 31. 

On the motion of il»e Eud of Liver' 
pool, a inessage was sent to tlie Com- 
mons, desiring a pr#»f«nt conference on 
the subject mailer «f the couterence had 
on the !l2d in!»t. 

On the return of the two Masters 1n 
Chancery sent with the message (Mr. 
Har\ey and Mr. Civx.) Mr. Harvey re- 
ported I he consent of the House of Com- 
mons to a present conference. 

Shortiv afterwards ftlr. Qunrme, the 
Dt*putv Vsher of ilie Black llod, came 
to tlie bar, and announced that the Com- 
mons were waiting a conference in th^ 
Painted Cliamber. 

The following managers of the confe- 
rence were appointed : — The Lord Pre- 
sident (Earl Camden), the Lord Privy 
Seal (Karl of Westmoreland,) Earl Gra- 
ham (Duke of Montrose,) Earl 11. -ir- 
court, the Enrl .of Glandore, the Earl 
of Harrow by. Lord Viscount Went- 
worth, the Bishop of Kilhila, Lord Wal- 
siiitiluini, and Ltird Mulgrave, who went 
foiih to the Painted Chamber. — On llair 
return soon afterwards. Earl Camden 
reported that they hud coinmuuicated 
to the Cimiinons the resolutions agretd 
to by the House on Friday last. 

Adjourned till Wednesday* 

The following noblemen entered their 
protests, on tlie rejection of the previous 
<^uestioii moved on the second resoluf 
tion : — 

Cumberland, Clarence, Kent, Sussex, 
Gh>ster, Charlemont, Granard, Xarbo- 
rough, Erskine, Fitzwilliaiu, Hereford, 
Thanei, Doiioughmore, S«ailerset, Dut- 
ton, Scarborough, Cholmondeley, Car- 
lisle, Stailord, Hollan<i, Jersey, Lauder- 
dale, Ponsonby, Bedford, Ailiemarle, 
Keith, Up|»er Ossory, Hastings, Dun- 
das, Ailsa, Spencar, Norfolk, Say and 
Sele, Rosslyn,. GrantUv, Hutchiiuon, 
Suffolk, aud Berks. 
3q 
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Wednesday, Jan, H. 

The Earl of Dartmouth (late Lord 
Lewisham) took the oaths and his seat. 
No business canie before the house. 
Thundi^ Jam. 3. 

The Commons, m a conference with 
their Jordships, communicated the reso- 
lutions to which they had agreed ; and 
their lordships, on their return, resolved 
t)iat they would, to-morrow, resolve 
themselves into a committee on the state 
of the nation. 

^ The F/irl of Liverpool stated, that a 
quesiion had arisen relative to the issue 
of maiiey under the appropriation act, 
for the services of the army and navy, 
and moved for some papers connected 
with the subject 

FriHayj Jnn, 4. 

The house haviu^ resolved itself into a 
committee on the state of the nation, the 
resolutions which had been brought up 
from the Commons were read. 

The Earl of Liverpool^ after going over 
the general grounds of the sutje ct, ob- 
served, that he thought the house could 
not agree to the 5th resolution, in the 
shape in which it had been brought up 
to the house. In every former instance 
of regency, it was customary to confide 
the care of the Sovereign's person to the 
Regent ; but in this it had been agreed 
on all hands, that the custody of his 
Majesty's person should be given to the 
Queeo ; and for the comfort of his Ma- 
jesty, it mnst foNow of course that the 
care of the household should be in the 
same hands. If hi» Majesty's indisposi- 
tion should continue, he admitted that 
such •fficers of the household ought to 
be removed, as only were necessary for 
state, to the regent, unless ihey should 
adopt some new and complicated ar- 
rangement, lie implored the house not 
to take advantage of^the shortest possible 
period at which his Majesty's indisposi- 
tion could be expected to terminate, to 
new model hit domestic arrangements, 
and to make him see (if he should again 
recover) a set of strangers around bim, 
in place of those faitbnd servants whom 
he has been accustomed (o behold upon 
every 'Occasion. His I6rdship concluded 
by moving, " Thai all the resolutions be 
*< agreed to as they came from the Com- 
** moot, exrept the ^h," to which he 
preposed, (>y way of aiuendment, ^' that 
** the household officers of bis Mnjesty 
*' should remain as they now are, for a 
** lime to he limited." 

The Earl of CarliiU was of opinion^ 



that the executive power should be ddi- 
vered over unimpaired to the persot 
whom, under sucn circumstances, thry 
should thinV fit to appoint to it. Not- 
withstanding all his admiration of Mr. 
Pitt, he did not conceive that the pre- 
cedent of 1788 ought to be followed. 
It was evident in his roiiul that the whole 
intention of ministers was to raise such 
a power a»>no one after them could act 
upon. 

The Marquis of Lantdoame said, tbgt 
the house was going to the absolute 
creation of a pv)wer new to the constito- 
tion. With tliat view he called on their 
lordships to stop in. limine. He coo- 
tended, that the noble earl (Lirerpool) 
had not sUcwn the distinction between 
the duties of the crown and its preroga- 
tive*. The roral dignity is secured by 
law, to which nas been annexed certain 
prerogatives, not for the personal splen- 
dour of the Ring, but for the good of the 
people He could not conceive bat that 
they were now about to restrain those 
parts of the royal prerogative which, at 
the revolution, were declared to be use- 
ful, not mischievous. It had been said 
that in the course of a year it would be 
seen how the Regent managed the house- 
hold ; but would they say that the maa 
over whom they intended to place no re- 
strictions, as far as related to the manage- 
ment of our fleets, our armies, and mil* 
lions of pu)[>lic money, that be was unfit 
to arrange the affairs of the household ? 
^ — His lordship then concluded by mov- 
ing, as an amendment, that all the words 
in the first resolution, ** subject to such 
'< limitations and restrictions as should 
** afterwards be provided^" fih«u)d bt 
left out. 

Lord Sidmottth strongly supported the 
measure of restrictions, contending that 
they were prudent and politic. 

I^rd Ertkine contended, that there 
could be no danger from granting the 
full powers of royalty to the regent, for 
fear of his Majesty being prevented^ oo 
his restoration to health and full vigour 
of mind, from resuming all his former 
functions, as in such a case they had the 
authority and security of parliament itself 
for his being restored to bis full poweis 
of government. 

The Lord Chancellor asserted, that 
the Regent, in former precedents, did 
not possess any thing like the powers 
which it was proposed by this act to 
invest him with. — If the restrictions were 
not passed, he conteuded .that his Ma- 
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je&ty woaM not posiess the same ad? an- 
taget which the mean^tt of hit subjects 
could anjoj. 

The boose divided oo the Marquis of 
Laiij</«iriie'«amendmenty when there ap- 
peared, contents 105 — non-contents 10^, 
— Majoritj against ministers 3. 

On the resolution respecting the peer- 
age, it was proposed, hf Lord Liverpool^ 
agreeably to the suggestion of Lord Greit- 
viUe, that it should be generally restricted 
for six months only, contents 106 — non- 
contents 100 —-Majority in ^vour of 
ministers 6, owing to Lord Qrenville 
and his friends voting with ministers. 

On the amendment of Lord Liverpool^ 
to restore the resolution, respecting the 
household, to what was originally pro- 
posed, the numbers were, contents 97 — 
Bon<contents 110. — Majority against mi- 
nisters 13. 

The house remained locked up in dis- 
cos«on respecting the admission of proxies 
to ?«te. — After a warm debate upon this 
question^ another divisi^m took place, 
contents for receiving proxies 99— non- 
contefiu 109.— Miyonty against minis- 
ters 3. 

The report was then brought up, when 
Xiord Liverpooi proposed several amend- 
ments, the object of which was to re- 
store the resolutions to their origmal 
words, which ended in a compromise in 
which the Marquis of Lansdowne on its 
being agreed that the restrictions should 
be for six mon^As only gave up the amend- 
ment be had before carried for the sake 
of preserving consistency in their lord- 
ships proceedings. The report was of 
course agreed to. 

SatHrdffyt Jan. 5. 

The Lard ChancelUr gave notice, that 
he should on Friday uext c»II the atten- 
tion of their lordships to Uie situation in 
which the house at preieftt stood as to 
the proxies, and should submit to them a 
motion on that subject. 

Earl Moira said, tlint while snch im- 
portant discussions as those which had 
lately occupied tJiat house were going on, 
the allowing the votes of those lords who 
had attended te and maturely weighed 
the proceedings, to be overturned by 
proxies coming from absent lords, was 
pot only improper in itself, hot unbe- 
eoming the character of the house. 

On the business respecting the ismes 
tf money fsr the public uroice: — ^After 
some discussion on the point of form, the 
bouse resolved into a committee on the 
sul^ect of the resolution received by them 
^m the Commoos, which was agreed to. 



• Lord Holland presented a petiti^ 
from the corporation of Nottingham, 
praying that tlie Prince of Wales might 
oe appointed Eegent, without any limi- 
tation or restriction.— Ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Monday^ Jan. 7. 

On the motion of the Earl of Uver* 
poolf a message was sent to the Coiii* 
mons desiring a conference, which being 
assented to, seven peers withdrew to the 
painted chamber. On their return Earl 
Camden reported that they had commu- 
nicated to the Commons the agreement 
of the house to the resolution relative te 
the issues of public money, filling ep the 
blank with the words, ** the lords spiri- 
tual and temporal.'^— Adjourned. 
Tuesday^ Jan. 8. 

A conference having been holden with 
the Commons, at which their lordship^ 
resolutions of Saturday were agreed to; 
Lord Liverpool moved two lesolotions 
respecting the Regency, similar to those 
agreed to in the Commons; which, at a 
second conference with that house, were 
also agreed to.-— Adjourned to Thursday. 
Thursday, Jan, 10. 

Lord Lovaine, and several members 
of the house of Commons, broutrht op 
a message, acquainting theii lordships, 
that the Commons had appointed a com- 
mittee to go with the lords' committee, 
to wait upon his royal highness the 
Prince of Wales, with the resolutions 
and address of both houses, for supply, 
ing the defect in the personal exercise 
of the royal power; and also, that they 
had appointed a committee to go with 
the I^rds lo wait upon her Majesty 
with the resolution and address of both 
bouses. 

The I^rd Chancellor postponed the 
motion of which he had given notice for 
to-morrow night, respecting proxies, till 
a future day. 

Friday, Jan. U. 

Tlie Dukeof Aor/o/Ar presented the 
petition of the Lorcf Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Common Council of the City of 
London, respecting the Regency. 'Or- 
dered to lie o^ the table.— The house 
then adjourned during pleasure, and w;is 
not resumed till fivej/clock, when Earl 
Camden read to their lordships the an- 
swer of his royal highness the Prince of 
Wales to the address of both houses 
presented this day, which was as follows ! 

THE PRINC£*S ANSWER. 

« Mv Lords, and GenlUmen^-^I re^ 
ceive the communication which the two 
houses have directed yoo to moke - 
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«ie, of thm joint retolationt on the tub- 
jffct of providing for * the exerciteof the 
royal authority, dunng his Majeity's ill- 
nest,' with thofie tentimentt of regard 
which I roust ever entertain for the uni- 
ted desires of the two houses. 

** With the same sentiments I receive 
the expressed * hopes of the Lords and 
Commons, that from my regard for the 
interest of his Maje&ty and the nation, 
I shonld be ready to ondert;ike the 
weighty and important trust proposed 
to be invested m me,' under the re* 
strictiont and limitations stated in those 
resolutions. 

** Conscious that every feeling of my 
heart would 'have prompted me, from 
dutiful affection to my beloved father 
and sovereign, to have shewn all the 
^^yerential delicacy towards him incul- 
cated in those resolutions, I cannot re- 
frain from expressing my regret, that I 
should not have been allowed the op- 
portunity of manifesting to his afflicted 
and loyal subjects that such wnoid have 
been my conduct. 

* " Deeply impressed, however, with 
the necessitv of tram^uillising the public 
mind, and deterttained to submit to eve- 
ry personal sacrifice consistent with the 
regard I owe to the security of my fa- 
ther's cmwn, and the equal regard I 
owe ta the welfare of his people, I do 
not liesitHte to accept tbe office and si- 
tuation proposed to me, restricted as 
they are, still retaimng every opinion 
expressed by roe upon a former, and si- 
milarly destressing occasion. 

*' In undertaking the trust proposed 
to roe, I ara well aware of the difficult 
pesof the situation in which I shall be 
placed; hut I bhall rely with confidence 
upon the constitutional advice of an en- 
lightened parliament, and the zealous 
support of a generous and loyal people. 
I will mti all the means left to nie to 
merit l»oth. 

" Afy Lords and Gentlemen, — You 
will communicate this my answer to ilic 
two hou5es, accompanied by my most 
fervent wishes and prayers, lliat tlie Di- 
vine Will may extricate us and the na- 
tion from the grievous embarrMSAtnents 
of our present condition, by the speedy 
restoration of his Majesty's health." 
heu majesty's answk^. 
Lord Clive then reported her Majes- 
ty's most gracious answer to the coiq* 
inittee which waited on her with the re- 
solutions of parliamtnt^ and which was 
AS follows: — 



** Ify Xord^ and OcnffaKi^^TW 
sense of duty and gratitude to the King, 
and of obligation to this country, which 
induced me in the year 1789 readily to 
promise my utmost attention to tbe 
anxious and moroeotoos tmat at that 
time intended to be reposed in me by 

S parliament, is strengthened, if possible, 
r the uninterrupted enjoyment of those 
essmgs which I have cooiinued to ex-' 
penence iioder the protccsiofi of his 
Majesty since that period ; and I sbooM 
he warning to aU my duties if I hesitated 
to aooept the sacred trust which is now 
ofieied to me. 

^ The assisunce in point of eooncil 
and advice, which tbe wisdom of pa^• 
liament proposes to provide for nie, will 
make me undertake tbe charge with 
greater hopes that I may be abW satis> 
fii<^torily to fulfil the important duties 
which it must impose upon me. 

*< Of the nature mm iroportanoe of 
that citarge I cannot but be duly sensi- 
ble, invoking, as it dees, every thing 
which is valuable to myself, as well as 
tbe highest interests of a people endear* 
ed to me by so many ties auo cooside* 
rations, but by nothing so strongly as 
by their steady, loyal, and a£fecUooate 
attachment to the best of Kings.? 

On the onotion of the £ail of Liver-' 
fixdy the resolutions of both houses, to- 
gether with the addresses and answers 
of his Royal Highness and her Majesty^ 
were ordered to be printed. 

The house then proceeded to the order 
of the day 9 and resolved itself mto a ooib« 
mitteeoB thestate of the nation, when— 
Lord Liverpool rose, and informed 
their lordships thdt they bad now amve^ 
at that stege in their proceedings, when, 
ftccording to tlie plan which had receiv- 
ed their approbation, it was his duty to 
move iheir lordshipr to come to a reso- 
lution to affix the great semi to a cooh 
mission for the purpose of opening |mu^ 
liument, in order to give a legal saiictioa 
to the Regency bill. Tlie comnusaioa 
vronid be drawn up on the precedent of 
that in 1789, of which it might be con- 
sidered a copy, not indeed of thai which 
was first presented to tlieir lord^ips iu 
that year, but in the amended hirm in 
which it passed. As the Royal Dukes 
had on that occasion signified their wish 
not to be included, the commission had, 
after its -first diaf^, been altered to that 
efiect ; he now proposed, from a similar 
desire on tbe part of those royal persoo- 
agesy to OBiil their Mom i» tbe aehst 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ISll.] 



FturStmenifuj RegUt^^^Lordi. 



4S1 



^ianoQ. As lit could nol» after wbat 
htkd passed, antici^te any objection, 
be would, without further observation, 
proceed to move their lordships to re- 
solve that tlie preat seal be aflised to a 
oommissioo to open parliaineDt, for the 
purpose of passing the Regency bill. 

Lord Grejf cousidered the measure as 
•ujostified k^ any prt^edent, norgroun* 
ded on any constitutinnal principle or 
constitutional aoatoj^y, and ^fonning in 
itself a precedent violating all law, every 
constitutional authority, and in its effect 
the very monarchy itself, for the preser- 
vation of which it pretends so much so* 
bcitttde. This mode, objectionable in 
itself, might still, however, be pursued 
io a much less objectionable manner. 
If a resolutioit liad been pasMfd to ii&x 
the great si'al, appointing at once his 
Ro}'al Higbuesb Hegent, this, though a 
violation of the constitutioD, would have 
been more pardonable.— liaving in this 
manner appointed his Royal Highness 
itegent, tne sanction of the royal assent 
might be afterwards given to a bill pass* 
ad fiir the ends proposed by the present 
proceeding, and the constitution would 
suffer but one violation; whereas tlie 
using the great seal in the manner pro* 
posed, was authorised by no precedent, 
by no analogy, and gives rise to a se- 
ries of acts, every one of which is a 
Iresh violation of the constitution. His 
lordship concluded by expressing his dis- 
sent from the proposed resolution. 

The house divided on the resolution, 
when there appeared— For the resolu- 
tion, contents $S; noti-coiitents 33.-^ 
Jf ajority 20 — ^Adjourned to Monday. 
Monday^ Jan. 14. 

On the motion of the Earl of Liter' 
pooly a message was sent to the Com*- 
mous desiring a conference presently in 
the painted chamber, on the subject 
spatter of the last conference. 

The following lords were appointed 
managers of conference, the Lord Privy 
3eal (£arl of Westmoreland), the Earl 
of Mount Ed^conibe, the Earl of Liver- 
pool, the Earl of Glandore, the Bishop 
of Killala, Lord Napier, and Lord Wai- 
singham, wlio went forth. 

On their return soon afterwards, the 
Earl of Westmoreland reported that they 
had communicated to the Commons the 
resolution passed by the Lords on Fri- 
day, and had desired their concurreoce. 
Tuesday^ Jan. 15. 

OPKMINO OF PAELJAMENT. . 

Ahouf fivf o'dod^ the J^grd Ghanr 



cellar said, ** My ]Lords, fbrasnucb ai . 
" for certain reason his Majesty cannot 
** be pnesent here, a commission has 
** been issued under the great seal for 
** opening the bouses of | parliament. It 
<' it your lordship's pleasure to adjourn 
*♦ to rube ?" 

The bouse adjourned ro robe, and 
soon afterwards the Lord Chancellor 
again entered the house, and the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, the Lord PreMdent, the Lord 
Privy Seal, the Duke of Montrose,>and 
the Earl of Liverpool took ihvir seats in 
their robes as commissionersin the name 
of his Majesty. 

The Lord Chancellor in the name of 
the lords comtnissioaers, directed Mr. 
Quarme, the deputy usher of the black 
rod, to inform the Commons that cho 
commissioners desired their attendanco 
in the house of Lords. 

Soon afterwards the Speaker and a 
great number of members of the house 
of Commons came to the bar. 

The Lar(;CAi»iire//(irsaid, ** My lords 
** add genilenien, forasmuch as lor cer* 
** tain causes his Majesty cannot con« 
«* veniently be present liere in his royal 
** pefson, a commission has been is- 
*^ sued under the great seal, authorising 
** the lords in the said commission naroed^ 
" to declare the cause of your meeting, 
^ and to do in all respects io his Ma- 
" jesfy'ii name, which commission you 
" will DOW hear read." 

The commission was then read by tlie 
clerk at the table. 

The Lord Chancellor said, «• My lord^ 
" and gentlemen, in virtue of the com- 
'^ mis^sion which has been now read, au- 
'< thorising the lords therein named, to 
'* declare the causes of your meeting, 
^ and to do in all respect in his Ma- 
"jesiy*s name, we have only to coll 
♦* your attention to the afflicting circiim- 
** stance of his Majesty's indisposition 
'' and to the necessity of rocking dne 
*' and suitable provision for the care of 
* *« his Majesty's sacred person, for ilie 
*• maintenance of the royal dignity, and 
•* for the exercise of the royal authority, 
'< in such manner and to such extent as 
" the exigency of the case may seem to 
<* require." 

The Commons withdrew from the bar, 
and the lords commissioners quitted tlieir 
bench. 

The Jjord Chancellor having resumed 
his seat on the woolsack :— 
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Tbeftp«ecb of tlie lords cemuutaioneft 
'WW iben reud hy the Lord Cbaucellor. 

On the motion of ihe £ail of ^ver* 
pooi. Lord WabingluuiHNrat re-appoioted 
cbainnaD of the conunutces for the aet* 
»ioD ; and the usual orders at the roin^ 
■leiiceroeDt of everv session ordcr^ were 
lii^ected to be issuecl 

Jkdjourned tiJI Moaday neit. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

JfVi<fey, Dec. 98. 

Mr. Fereenal stated,. that as the re- 
of the Lords upon the Regency 
was i^ot yet ready» he did not coo- 
Mire that there was any necessity far 
the house to meet on Saturday, '(and 
therefore laoVed that the house, should 
9om a^iouru to Monday, «pon which 
day the bill could bt biooght in ao^ 
diicussed. 

Hf. Ttern^ asked whether it was tha 
antentioii of the right hon. gentleroaB 
Ihat the restrictions with respect to the 
R*cency should be precisely such as he 
ImS meutiooed upon a former sighL 

Mr. Ferceval said, that they were to 
be the same in substance, with an ex- 
ception respecting the limited time. The 
period to which the limitation was to 
pe extended, was tweWe months, and 
lie thought proper to state, that it was 
provided, that if during the Recency 
naval or military officers might distin- 
foish themselves, the Regent should be 
empowered to grant peerages on such 
eccaaions — Adjourned to Monday. 
Mmda^^ Dee, 31. 

On the rf turn of the committee from 
the conference with the lords^ Mr. S, 
Stmnhope rtported that tlieir lordsbips 
had agreed to the resolutions. 

On the motion of Mr. Fercevaly the 
^faulters on the last call of the house 
were ordered mto custody. The only 
■lember nas Mr. Ou'eii. 

The order of the day for calling over 
the house was postponed till Monday. 

The order of the day for the house re- 
tolviiig itself iuto a committee on tiie 
atate of the naiiaa having been read, and 
|he Speaker having left the chair, 

Mr. Perceval rose and said, that the 
three resolutions of the commons Imving 
been agreed to by the lords, it remained 
for the Committee to consider tlie parti- 
cular measures for supplying the defoct 
in the royal authority. He should now 
Propose, that the Priuce df Wales should 



assume the i«|al funetioiis, followigg m 
closely at possible the precedent of 178a 
He did not believe there was any dil^ 
forence of opinion as to the appointmenl 
of the Prince, but the dtfierenoe would 
arise on the reatrictiona by which the 
power of the Regent should be hmited. 
The iifst question was, if it were right 
to restrict the Repent at all ; the second^ 
what those restnctious should be ; and 
the third, how long those restrictione 
should continue. The commktee had 
two important objects to attend to : Ist^ 
to secure the interests of the poblio io 
the Prioee's hands ; and My, to pro- 
▼ide for the resumption of |he. loyal 
power by the King at the time of hit le* 
covery. The main objection to the l»- 
mication was, the daogef to which the 
ejtecntive authority would be exposed 
by the person filling the kingly oiBce not 
being provided with /bit powers. TW 
due conitideration of the subject would 
supply an answer to this objection. 
The house was not to consider the 
Prince as the heir apparent on this oe» 
oasioo, but as the person designated mi 
assume the functions of royalty. Ho 
would affirm, that there was no instnnot 
in history, where a regent had bees 
Oamed, who had not be^ placed uodev 
restrictious. Supposing a Regent wat 
10 be appointed for six weeks, it woohl 
be fit only to confer such powers as were 
necessary to be employed io that inter- 
val ; and what would apply to six weekt 
would equally ^fP^y to a year, tlie re- 
striction of time that he sliottid propose. 
At the conclusion of twelve monthsi 
under the project now submitted to the 
house, the restrictions would all he re* 
moved, unless each of the branchet of 
the legtslatore, and even the Regent 
himself, ihould concur in their cooti- 
nuance. He next proceeded to ditcasy 
the objection, that all the prerogntivet 
of the crown bemg necessary to the foU 
benefit to be derived from the constitu- 
tion, it was impossible to diminish anr 
one of them without lessening the aidi- 
vantages resulting from our mixed go- 
vernment. On this part of |he subject, 
he said, that many branches of the pre* 
rogative were seldom exercised, and 
that during the short interval of a year, 
their employment cOiild not be required. 
He repelled with ipuch warmth the ix^ 
siuiiation that the restrictions were « 
personal disrespect to hit Royal Hi^ 
ness, and he contended, that in justice 
to the oonmr^ every -precantioQ ought 
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to be 'ttMd ; thtt ptrlkiMiic, on soch 
ill 'iiDportant iMitioe^s, ought to coo* 
tcmplaceeverj possible cute, «nd among 
•ftcK, poMihilitietchfit the RMnt might 
be surroonded by evH cmiiM^toi^y who 
#ould forget or abetidon the beu in- 
terests of the country. 

After tAieseifltro^oetory remarks, Mr.' 
PereevMl moved the series of resottitions 
to wlliehbe had referred, frhich pro-' 
tided, that ifOpeertgeshoald be granted 
bat for eminent naval or military ' ser-' 
^fces-— thht no office bhoold hm frncnted' 
hi reversion hut only during hfs Mnjest/if 
pleasure — thtit sock part of his Majesty's 
|>ropeity as' is not >estc;d in rrostees^ 
thould be so vested — that the care of 
his Majesty's person sbotild be commit- 
ted to the Qoecn ; that she should ap- 
imint the officers oi the household, and 
fcave a council. He then conjured ilie 
ftouse to give the question a candid dis« 
cussion and temperate dictsion. 

Mr. Ldtmh neit rose and contended 
that the question was, whether the house 
ihould sufTpty the vacancy in the royal 
authority fully nr incompletely. He ad- 
verted to the di£ference between the af^ 
ftiirs of Great Britain at this moment 
end in the year 1788. Tlie latter was 
A period of peace and tranquility, and 
tbe former of war and discontent ; for 
we were notonlycombaring the greatest 
enemy abroad that Eiigland had ever 
met with, but at home the country was 
convulsed by party rai^ and inveterate 
nnhnosity. — He went over many of the 
s^uments urged by Mr, Perceval with 
great ability, maintaining that the Re-' 
gent should not be restricted, and he 
^^as surprised to hear the declared ad- 
vocates of the prerogatives of tl»e crown 
insistinpr upon their abridgment and li- 
rtiitatiou. He exprrtieU his dottht whe- 
ther the influence of the crown teas too 
^eat for the purposes of government. 
With respect to the last resolution, lie 
was of opinion, that the Prince was 
quite as proper a person to guard the 
King's person as lier Majesty. He con- 
cluded by moving, that all the resolu- 
tions be omitted imposing any restric- 
tions upon the Regent. 

Mr. Canning said, that he had been 
iinxious to follow immediately after the 
able and perspicuous speech which they 
hud heard from his right hon. friend, 
but that he had given wav to his hon. 
friend opposite, who had just sat down. 
Ue^ disapproved of the restrictions, as 



to creation of pecfs« Md^ #iik retpecsi 
to patronage, with tbe eiceptioo •£ 
the househ^. Tlie restriction, as l« 
peerages, might be mtfloliievotis, tha 
rest were unnecessary. Understanding 
the aniiendment to whidi he had ob* 
jecfed,be declared his concurrence m il^ 

Mr. M, Montague observed, that it 
^ was necessary to preserve the powers 
of the King tn such a conditloe, 4hat ha 
might, when tlie sun arose, a figure by 
which bis recovery had been beaucifulty 
illustrated, resume their exercise wit|»-. 
out embarrassment. Many arguntean 
might be urged in favour of the plan 
Adopted by his right hon. friend Mr* 
Perceval, but he would leax'c it to tbe 
house in its wisdom, to give ihem tlieir 
due weight, without tiesspassing npos 
their patience any longer. 

Lord Coff/erfagAmHintfiined, that the 
precedent of 1788, was in perfect oooh 
pHanoe with the soundest principles oC 
the eonstitution, and if a diferent pre* 
cedent had then been estabHsfied, hie 
lordship would now have been for re- 
scinding it, on account of the difficulty 
to which tbe two houses would be re* 
duced by its operation in making previa 
sion for the defect that might at any fw- 
tore period result from a calamity «if 
this nature. They welre about to dei. 
volveon his royal highness an important 
office in a difficult and dangerous period; 
iind he trusted they would give htm the 
trust, to^ettier with the means of exe* 
cuting it jn the most effectual manner 
for the public good. He hoped that 
when the King should return to the dis- 
charge of his royal functions, he wout4 
see, not that the house had refused to 
trust his son, but that they had placed 
in him the exercise for his father of the 
full powers of the kingly office. It 
must affi>rd to the King, on the event 
of his recovery, the highest siitisfactioii 
to see that the two houses of parliament 
had not thought so unworthdy of hie 
heir apparent as to deprive him of ilie 
exercise, in the name of his father, of 
those powers which he must one day 
have in his own right. 

Mr. Leach wished to know on what 
the right hon. gentleman opposite built 
the resolutions which he had now sub* 
mitted to the house and to which he 
expected their concurrence. He had 
not staled a single auchotity in support 
of the principle of these resolutions. Tlie 
right hon. genitemaa liad gravely told 
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the hont^^ that tht constitutivQ of thit 
country knew of no such name at that 
of He^nt. This doctrine^ like manjr 
other ^reat absurditiet, cnme on the 
aothontjr of a great roan, (Mr. I^tt.) 
In the act of the t4th, Oeory^ 11. how* 
eVer, gentlemen woold find mention 
made oi thb ver? tame oneertain name 
•f Begent : and again, in the 5th of 
George III. thit tame uncertain name, 
and what it ttili more, having the un-* 
certain definition attached to it, it «o be 
Ibnndy in which it it de&crihed as im- 
pf>rtin^ the whole of the royai authority. 
The description of persons pointed at 
by the right hon. gentleman and tho»e 
who supported hit argument, far from 
being of the description of Regeia, were 
no more than the substitutes df the King 
appointed by him to e&ecute tome spe- 
cific duty which from abtence or other 
cause, he might at the time be prevented 
fironi diseharging in person. The hon. 
I^tleman went through many authori- 
rities with much care and labour; and 
be could asture them, not on hit own au- 
thority, but he could do more, he could 
assure them on all the authorities in our 
statute book, first, that the right now 
sought to be acted upon never had ex- 
isted. That not onN was tbei*e no au- 
thority in support of'^it, but that it was 
repelled bv every authority on the sub- 
ject, all of which were repugnant to and 
inconsistent with it. Next, that the 
expediency was as nnfounded as the 
claim of right. And if, for the first 
bme, the house was to countenance 
such a proceeding, they would do it un- 
der an awful responsibility ; they had 
deceived the royal prerogative handed 
down to thein full, entire, and without 
having been once trampled on. 

After a few words from Mr. W. Smith 
and Mr. Bathurst,-^ 

The call for the question became 
great, and strangers were ordered to 
withdraw. — The committee then divi- 
ded on the amendment — Ayes WO — 
K^oes 224 — Majority for ministers 24. 

The numl>ers on the second resolution 
were — Ayes 226 — Noes 210 — Majority 
lor ministers 16. 

On the third Resolution — Ayes 253 — 
Noes 214 — Majority for ministers 19. 
Tuesday ^ Jan. 1. 
Mr. Perceval pn>pQsed his fifth reso- 
lution : namely, ** That the care of his 
*** Majesty's person, during his illness 
" shall be committed to the Queen ; and 
^' that her Majesty shall have the power 



^ to remem^ffrom^ and to mmim^ and 
'' appoint siich persooh as thesbaU thiak 
^ prdper to the several offices in his Ma- 
•* jesty's household, and to dispose, or- 
** der, and manaee all things ndatiog to 
^ the care of hit Mi»eaty durtilg hit iQ- 
^ nets ; and that for the better enabling 
** of her to ditcbarge these diities, a 
*' council shall be appointed to adtisa 
^ and assist her Majesty, and with powtt 
** irom time to time, ki eaamioe upoo 
^ oarb the phyticiaiis and •tbers atlMd* 
^ ing the. Kiag's person, touching tbo 
«* stale of the King's health."— Mr. Per- 
ceval stated that the intrusting of tht 
custr>dy af the King's persoo to the 
Queen was intended to continue during 
the whole of the regency, but thai her 
Majesty's power over the boosebold wal 
only to continue a twelvemonth. 

End Qoatr moved, that all the words 
in the resolution after ** the Queen'k 
most excellent Majesty,'' be left out; 
and that there should be tubsiitutod the 
&>llowiiig word& :— 

*' That, for a time to be Ihnited, her 
** Majesty shall retain such portion of 
** his Majesty's household as may be 
** deemed necessary for the support at 
** liis Majesty's royal dignity." 

[The effect of this amendment is to 
leave to the Queen the care of his Ma- 
jesty's person ; hut to take from under 
her patronage the body of bedchamber 
lords, masters of the horse, grooms of 
the stole, chamberlains, &c the tecret 
political influence of which has power-, 
fully influenced tlie history of the presend 
reign.ft and whidi, on more than one oo- 
casion, hun aoerpomered the regular and 
re$pwuibie servants ^ the crown. Te 
have iciained so strong a force to op- 
pose and thwart mny measores which 
the regent might be inclined to take in 
the way of counteractiug the present 
system, or, what is in fact the same 
thing, of benefiting the country, would 
have been a great object gained for Mr. 
Perceval ; an '1 as it is understood that 
he intended to propose himself and bis 
briither ministers to compose the Qaeeu's 
council, there can be no doubt that a 
sort of double couit, contaming twa 
hostile movemeiUb, would have been the 
natural effect of his proposed measure.] 
Mr. H. Martin expressed strong ob- 
jections to the resolution. All that they 
were called upon to do, 'was to supply 
the royal autlmrity. The great offices 
of tlie crov« n belonged, he considered, 
of course^ to the regent, * 
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oflfieet or^inated from the people, and 
whether in the hands of a kini^ or a re- 
^c, they mMt be considered as held 
in trust for Uiem. 

Mr. O. Johnstone was ofopimon, that 
no diminution of the recal powen should 
be admitted, because they were em rust- 
ed to the soveff ign for the good of his 
people. 

Lord Miiton was of opinion that it 
"Was derogatory to the Prince of Wales 
to have the restriction urged which was 
intended to he imposed by this resolution. 

Mr. Stephen supported the original 
notion. 

Sir 8, Momiliy thonght it a roost ex- 
trnordinaty circumstance that the regent 
. should be restnoted i*i the way which 
tlie resoliition held out. That he should 
have the power to make ponce and war, 
tend out armies and aavies, appoint 
comnimiflers, and Hmit or extend their 
powers, lis lie should think lit, and yet 
be iricapiihle of appointing a page of the 
back stairs or a lord of the hedchamhtT. 
Great respect was certainly due lu her 
Majestf the Queen; but was not the 
restriction, in this instance, a distrust 
of the Prince? Tlie . restriction also 
wliiclt prevented him from creating peers, 
he also thought a most invidious one, as 
such • restriction might he injurious to 
the public service. Much had been 
said about the blessings of the lust fifty 
years which, it was contended, had heeii 
enjoyed hj the people of this renim du- 
Ting that time. It was probably a little 
too late to enconnter that matter, for if 
they did enjoy those blessings tlien, their 
gratifications spoke for tlieraselves; if 
^y did not, there was nothing he could 
say could reKeve them. But when he 
heard such unqualified eulogy paid to 
Mr. Pitt, he must be excused if he said 
that be was one who uever did attribute 
to him that tributtt of praise that others, 
If ho were in a itianner devotees to his 
principles, were eternally inAisiiie into 
the pubhc ear. He was a man ofcom- • 
mandinp;«kM^tKMi, who obtained every 
thing he undertook — excent ike art if 
ntcceeding, — All his plans oecame abor- 
tive when in making .useful allies, or op- 
posing adversanes. He supported the 
aasendment of £arl Gewer. 

Mr. Wilberforct warmly defended his 
Mi^estr'aMnisters frera the imputation 
of weakbess in tbeir.cottocils, aod sup- 
ported the resoknion in qaestion, upoo 
^tbcflroMldaofaMiifins to hi» Migestv 
Ml the comforts and atteotious to which 

TOL* Till. 



he was so eminendv entkW. He then 
entered iuto the character of his friend 
Mr. Put, en whom he hettomed tnueh 
eulopum / 

Mr. Admit gave Mr. Pitt every tijbute 
that was due to private worth and to 
manly elbquence, hot in contrastmg his 
name with another great statesman (Mr. 
Fox) he thought bim in every respeCC 
much his inferior. But he contended, 
that neither the name or the 'Character 
of one or other of these peitonages had 
any thing to do with the subject under 
Tli«cussion. The restrictioas were tbingn 
to be considered of themselves apart 
from every other matters As such, ta-^ 
king them upon their intrinsic demerits^ 
lie should oppose them, and consequently 
the motion for the fit'tb resolution. 

Ijord Dg$uH supported the restrio* 
tions. 

Mr. Canning wished to guard the ta* 
cred person of the Mi>narch with the 
utmost reverence. He would covei his 
greatness, not with the curtain of ob« 
hviun, hut with tlie veil of sanctity. He 
would take especial care that those oP* 
ficers of his Majesty's household, whom 
his Majesty honoured with his particular 
choice and favour, should not be remo- 
ved from then* situations, but should b% 
among those by whom <Ins Majesty might 
find himself surrounded on his restora- 
tion to health. But the resolution, if 
carried as originalfy proposed, woul4. 
give to the Queen the disposal of sixteen 
great offices in the house of Lords^ be« 
sides a smaller proportion tn the house 
of Commons ; and it was seriously to be 
considered whether the cace of the King 
could not be confided to the Queen, 
wilhout granting so great a political in- 
fluence to a person in whom it was no* 
ver before vested. 

Mr. Whitbread argued in support of 
the amendment. — 1& appealed to the 
feelings of the house. He would ask 
what tiiey should say in defence of their 
conduct, if they cnpple the executive 
government? It should be observed 
that the sentiments which had fallen 
from the right hon. gentleman opposite, 
went to establish a principle injurious 
to the dignity of htr Majesty, and in- 
consistent with the (Character of the 
Prince, on wliom his proceedings would 
confer a glariM insult. Tlie house shouhi 
recollect tlie faultv state of the constitu- 
tion they were about to create. Tim 
Lords of (he Bedchamber were inde- 
pendent of the office they enjoyed^ but 
3 R 
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stin tliey ftlwayi voted with the idmi- 
nitlnitiofi of the day. In tJUB it ap- 
pean that the Don-confonninfc to such 
ft principle was even punishable, for it 
^r^t he rvcolleeted that one of the 
Lrmtt of the Bedcliamher was dismissed 
his refriifient, and another the Gold 
lllick, for not voting in favour of the 
^n mintttry. What a degree of in- 
i^ienoe wnst then* fore exi^t iu the pa- 
Croi>«|e oftheae offices, and why should 
Ibch ft firal imputation be thrown on 
the ehnrarter of the Prince hy restrict- 
luf^thfs inflaettce? He was totally a- 
l^aifHt what might he called a pitiful 
economy; but when. large establish- 
menf ft were made, their purposes should 
be M\y answered. He oould not per- 
frcfly understand what had been said 
fwi the splendour of the royal authority ; 
in rlie present ntuation of his Majesty, 
^^tendottr waa not a proper subject of 
dtscnssion ; eomfbrt the royal personage 
mftfht have; in his lucid momenU he 
mifrht he soothed, ond the anguish of 
painfnl recollection in part done away; 
hot he wished to ask, was even this per- 
formed by thoM* who had so Iqng the 
ensrody of the person of the Sovereign ? 
To his unfortunate situntinn, all the.pa* 
geontry of the world was a mere void, 
liir with respect to the establishment 
of the Prince, was there another Lord 
Chamberlain, another Master of the 
Horse to be appointed } Was the per- 
son holding the office of lord high stew- 
ard tn take it by the job or the day f 
\Vh9 the connfry to endure the expence 
of two estabMiments, one for the Prince, 
and another f«M' the King, hot none for 
flie cmwn ? The question helbre the 
hoii«ie WHS simply whether they shouU 
iw !?hould not create a false estate i on 
the erent of this discussion he was con* 
vinctd that his hops were as strong in 
proportion as the fears of the right hofi, 
g^leman. 

Lm4 Cattferettgh thowght it onconstt^ 
mtional ^o mvest her Majesty with the > 
power of crtnrroili«|ttlie whole of the 
King's household ; thai controul, be con- 
tended, was not nlentified ^ith the care 
of his person. The Regent ought to ap- 
pear in the ^lendoor of Majesty, mid 
not as A trustee for the royal autl^rity ; 
ami this splendour, h« was convmced, 
could not trench en the comforts of his 
Majesty.— The hoa^t diwided*— For the 
amendment S«6--A|;aSiMit it S13.— Ma- 
jority acrtinst toinisters i^ 



Wednetday^ Jan. $. 
The report of the committee upon the 
regency resolutions having been brongbt 
up and read. Lord Porthetter moved, 
at an amendineot, that in the first re- 
solution, after the word •* thereof," the 
words *' subject to such limitatioos and 
** exceptionsasshall be provided,** sboold 
be left out. 

Loid Francis Osborne declared, that 
he felt it to he a doty which he owed 
to the principles which had recommen- 
ded hmi to his constituents, to pmteaft 
against the original resolution* and a- 
gninst the arguments which bad beea 
advanced in its favour. He denied that 
the royal sanction had been given to the 
unfinished proceedings of the years t789^ 
and 1789. No man entertained a higher 
respect for the private vir4ues of bis Map 
jestythan himself. He would go fbt' 
theron this subject than had perhaps 
been hitherto gone; afid wonld dedaie^ 
that in his opinion, the country owed 
more, to the private virtues and to the 
morai character of hn Majesty thao to 
all the pubiie mrasarrs of his reign. Bat 
nvliile he stated this, he could sMt re* 
frain from protesting agaiost the a« 
which had recently been made io thai 
house of /he general conviction of hit 
Mnjest/s virtues* in order to infliieDce 
the decision of a question, which ought 
to be determined without any re^neoce 
of a personal nature. 

Mr. Yorke urged the necessity of in>- 
posing restrictions upon the Regetir, and 
spoke in high terms of the firronets and 
independeiK« of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

Mr. G rat tan said, that by restricttng 
tlie Regent, they would make him a 
King of penalties, and divest him of that 
lieaiiiig grace which waS' always consi- 
dered as a compensation for the vindio- 
tive attributes of Majesty. 

Mr. Sheridan said, tluit ia the peetesC 
case there was no gvoemmemt^ and it be^ 
came the imperious duty of the two 
liouses to fill up the vacancy, and form 
a legal and coostitutioual govatuneot at 
spemly as possible. 

Mr. Caaaiiif very warasly defended 
the character of Mr. Pitt at m gscol 
statesman, which had been attacfctd lh» 
previoHft fM^ening. 

Sir R Burdttt taid, he had no aiw-' 
nqsity afainst Mr. Pitt, hot still as hft 
had felt it bis duty ahnost oonstantiT f» 
oppose the measipaf fvrtoed hy mm^ 
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he conceivecl that he was called on to 
take some notice of the Unqualified pa- 
negyrics wliich had been pronounced on 
bim, with a view to in'crease the autho- 
rity of biii precedent in 1788. As he 
considered these panegyrics, so con- 
fltanrly bestowed on Mr. Pitt, to be ap- 
plied to the system of his administration, 
ne bad only to observe, that the best 
answer to such arguments would be 
found in the calamitous consequences of 
that system, which he himself bad all 
along foreseen artd predicted, and which 
the empire and all Europe so deeply 
felt at tnis moment. 

After a long and rather acrimonious 
debate, in which no argument of novelty 
was adduced on either side, the amend- 
ment of Lord P. was negatived without 
a division, and the three subsequent re- 
solutions were agreed to in the same 
manner. 

Upon the fifth or last resolution being 
read, Mr. Perceval moved an amend^ 
ment, the object of which was to destroy 
the effect of Lord Gower's amendment 
(carried on Tuesday evening) which went 
to prevent the proposed restrictions re- 
specting the Ring's household, and thus 
to restore the resolution to its original 
state. 

Ort a division, Mr. Perceval's araend- 
jnent was negatived by 217 against «14. 
—Majority against, ministers 3. 

Thjirxdatf, Jan, 3. 
'* Mr, Perceval stated, tUat as a diflH- 
culty had occurred between the depart- 
ments of the treasury and the Exche- 
quer, with respect to the issues of pub- 
lic money for military and naval purpo- 
ses, he was desirous of removing it, by 
obtaining of that house the authority of 
II resf^lutbn. He then moved for the 
copy of a warrant 'from the lords com- 
missioners of the treasury, directed to 
the auditor of the exchequer, with the 
correspondence between the treasurer 
aad auditor. 

Friday, Jan. 4. 

Copies of the correspondence between 
the lords commissioners of the treasury 
and Lord Grcnville, auditor of the ex- 
chequer, were laid upon the table. The 
facts stated are 'briefly these : the lords 
of the treasury, requiring the sum of 
500,0001. to be applied to the service of 
the navy, and unable to obtain it out of 
the exchequer, during the {^resent iiidi»- 
positioo of his Majesty transmitted a 
warrant requiritif; the auditor to draw 
npon the baok of England for that sum 



Lord Grenville declined, and iicase bav* 
Sng been submitted to the Attorney and 
Solicitor General, they declared Che wat^ 
rant of the treasury, which took all re* 
sponsibility upon itself, not treperativ* 
upon the auditor, and decided that he 
had no discretion. Subsequently Messrs! 
John and James Larpent, clerks vf th» 
privy seal, refused tn sign the warrant, at 
the necessary and accompanying dockft 
had not been returned to their officii. 
The house having resolved itself Into m 
com Ant tee, Mr. Perceval moved, tlMt 
three or four of the lord% of the treasury 
be authorised and rei|uired to isstie their 
warrants to the auditor of the exchequer 
for drawing the public money, and thai; 
the diftereiit officers of the exchefjoer be 
requested to pay obedience to their war- 
rants during his Majesty's indisposttiom 
After a long discussion the motion wa§ 
agreed to, with an amendment, that the 
issues of public money should be confloed 
to the army and navy, and extended to na 
other branch of the government service. 
' Saturday f Jan, 5. 

Mr. Jjong was ordered tbearry* to the 
Lords the resolution of last nighty autho* 
rising the issue from the eKchecj«ier of the 
sums voted during the last setiSioii ef 
parliament, for the army, imry, no4> 
ordnance, and to request a. eonlerenct 
with their lordships thereoi^, vnd their 
concurrence in said resolution. 

A message was afterwards brought 
from the I^rds, desiring a confereiioe 
with the Commons, on the subject mat#> 
ter of their conference of Ist of January 
inst. The managers appointed to con^ 
duct this conference, on their return pr&> 
sented a copy of the resolutions relative 
to the regency, as they bad been amended 
en Friday night in the Imuse of Lords; 
to whieh amendments the Lords had re- 
quested the concurrence of the house of 
Commons. On tlie motion of Mr. Ryder 
the amendments were read a first and 
second time, and ordered to be taken 
into farther consideration on Monday 
next. 

Monday^ JuneJ. 

After the conference with the peers, 
Mr. Lofig reported that the Lords liad 
assented to the resolution respecting the 
issue of public money ffum the exclie- 
quer, only filling up a blank by thb words 
** lords spiritual and temporal.'* 

Mr. John Smith presented a petition 
from the mayor, corporation, and covar 
roonalty of the town of Nottingham. It 
was read at^length at the table, atnl 
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prayei! thtthii rsjalhighncesthe Princ* 
#f Wales might |>c appointed sole anq 
unUmiud lUgent. It was laid on tho 
labia. 

The Serjeant at Arms reported, tha( 
bf ^bad taken into custody, Mr. Juhq 
OWeii. member' fur Pembroke, the de« 
£iialier at tbe last call, pursuant to the 
orders of the bouse. It was ordered, 
Sbat be be discliar^ed at the rising of 
t|ie bpubclt on paving his fees. 

Tbe nanaes of the absentees at the 
laKfc caH were read over, and excuses 
«iade« The call of the house, appointed 
(pr this day, was postponed until Mon- 
^y the i4th >K«t. 

Air, Perceval moved the order of the 
day lor the consid^eration of tlie Lonlsf 
•mendmcnts to the. resolutions of the 
Commons r^ii^rding the regency. The 
#iUy altepatioa foade was read, which 
providecji thdt^tlie Prince should have 
Ml power 10 create peers, even for emi* 
Aeni naval or military servicest during 
aix ii»9ntb»« The question that this 
amendinei^^ be agreed to, mvi» put, and 
•^ passed nem^ com. 

Mf. Ftrctml then rose and observed, 
that tli# rea<>lutioas having been' agreed 
la by boib booses of parliament, it now 
romaiaed tliat th^y shoul(( be cpmmu^ 
siealed to her Majesty tbe Oueeo, and 
his royal Uigboess tbe Prince of >Valef^ 
in order that their royal pleasure migh( 
be ascertained. This communtpa(ion, 
be proposed, should be made by com<p 
mitAees of both iiouses. 

Tbe resolutions were then en^ere<i on 
^journals as read, and the Spraker 
pat tbe folio wing question in the form 
•fa resoluttony '^ That a committee of 
tliia lioiise be appointed, for the purpose 
of wailing on his r;e^al highness i^ 
Prince of Wales with an address, hum* 
Uy praying, that in the present siiua- 
tion of tbe country, deprii'ed of the be* 
Btgn supcriiileBdancetuniiaJVlajesty, a^ 
a period when tbecxccuiiun of tiie roy;il 
fonctions was peculiarly ueces^nry, h/s 
royal highness would be graciously 
pleased to take upon him^lf the office 
of Regent as soon as a bill for <bat pur- 
pote shall have passed the two houses of 
parliament." The resolution was agreed 
Co by both sides of the house. 

A similar resolution was put from the 
chair, and carrie^ nem^ con. that a 
committee be appointed to wait opon 
ber Majesty with an address, humbly 
praying, that ber Majesty would be 
aracioaalj plessed to take upoa herself 



tl>e cvthi^j of hit Majestj, wiib thf 
aovernment of such part of the bouse* 
bold as was necessary for tbo cjire of tb^ 
King's sacred person, and the ^iie main* 
tenaace of the royal dignity. 

It was ordered, that Ijord Clive do 
communicate these resolutions to tbe 
peers at a C'« Terence to-nmrrow. 

The Speaker was about to put the 
<|ucstion, that this bouse do now ad- 
journ, when , ^ 
. Mr. Slieridan rose and said, that as 
Mr. Perceval had declared his determi« 
nation to pursue the precedent of 178$ 
as closely as possible, he wished to know 
on what day it was l^ely that this hoosa 
would receive a communication finoai 
tlie JLords, stating their having come to 
a resolution, and calling on the Cooh 
moos to agree to ir, to put the great 
seal to a commission tor opening tbf 
parliament. 

Mr. Perceval replied that it wasjiaite 
unpu|sible for him to maka any acca- 
rate statement upon the subject, but io 
the view he hnd taken of the proceeding 
he thou|cht Friday next would be the 
earliest day. To morrow this bousa 
would receive tho concnrreace of tbo 
Lords to th9 resolutions passed tliis 
day. It would then be ilie duty of tbo 
Commons to join tbel^prJsin orderto 
form mutual committees which were to 
wait upon the reyal personaaee, Parha- 
mcnt would Uien have to d^ay until aa 
answer were returned which would pro- 
bably not take place until Thursday^ 
and on Friday in all probability tbe re* 
solution alluded \o by the rij^bt boo. 
gcnileo^un might be brought under con- 
sideration. Such n|io6t likely would be 
the order of proceeding, but as basir 
ness might imervene, ii was impeseible 
for bim to siato precisely to a day. 
Tuetday^ Jan* 8« 

AAcr some routine busiocts, relatiof 
to tho regency resulptions, the com- 
mittee on the state of tlio nation was 
postponed till Friday, and the ItoaijS 
adjourned to Thursday, 

Thur$th^, Sun. 10. 

The Speaker came down to iba hooii 
a quarter before 10 o^clock ; and altep 
tlie regency business ^ad been disposed 
of, (the substunce of which will be seen 
in the X^ords' report) the bouse ad* 
jonrned till past three o'clock* 

At four the Speaker again took t!^ 
chair, when ' 

Mr. Uovard moved, that ibeSpeakei 
ibould issue bis writ to tb^ clerk afibi 
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jcfown, for fbe return of a member to 
•en'e iu this present pariiaoicQi for the 
county of Gloucester, in the room of 
lArd Vucouoi Ducsle/ji paw Bail of 
Berkeley. 
^ This motion occaaion^d somc.diflcuso 
fioo, hinging on the quesnop of Lord 
Pursicy*!» legiiiinacy« htuirii;ht "to ilie 
title of Earl of Berkely, and the conse- 
quent racatioQ oC hit teat in. the lower 
bouse. 

Sir S. Romill^ said, he ondertinod 

. that All appeal liad been made by Lord 

Purslcy to bit Majesty, from whom it 

would be referred to ibe houi^ of Lords; 

no proceeding, therefore, could take 

fiace until a regent was aapointed> 
t wat a Buttcr ol contidorable impor- 
tance, that the county o/.Glouceetet 
was notv without ono of itfr reprosenta* 
Civat, and it fthould b^ considered that 
Oo eveni of ihit claim of peeiaite could 
rettore that representative. In every 
way Lord Durtley would be disqualified 
from returning bis teat. . 

Mr. W. Wj^nne observed, that in 
-catc the legitimacy of Lord Berkeley 
ahoul^ not ■ be ettablishcd, ho woulil 
have it in bit power to resume hit aea& 
in tbit houwv ulthaugh it might be 
ft tied in the iat|>rinediate tinia by aaQ« 
(bar person. 

The house divided on. tbe motion for 
the previous ^pe»tiun i — Ayes 34*— 
Noet 30.->- Majority ^ — The. mrit waa 
accordingly ordered to be ittued. 
Friday f Jan, 11. 

Tba sheriffii of Loiidon presented a 
petition from the lord mayor, aldermen, 
and common council o( the city of [/>n- 
don, prayii^g that the Prince of Waiea 
qugbt not be fettered by any cetiric- 
tiont in actini; as regent, during the in* 
dispotition of bit Majttty* — Ordered to 
lie upon the table. 

Mr. Fcrceval toi^e and observed, that 
be should now move chat ihe- boose re- 
iK>lva itself into a committee bn tbe 
atate of the nation, but that be. thought 
it more ^luiedient to ^rait for a commiK 
nication from the other bouse, and 
wished to be infurme<l if tlie hem. gen- 
tlemen opposite intended xo debate the 
fubject at lenath, at in that cate Sa* 
$ai«rdpjr would be an inconvenient day,. 

Aft^ tonM conversation in %vbicb 
Mr. S^ridim intimated hit intention of 
aat«riag a protest against tl»a plan of 
minittertf thp . boi|te adjoi^ned till 
l)Q«day. 



Mond^f Jan. 14. 

Mr. Alderman Connie present^ tW 
^tition of the Livery of London, pray* 
iTif^ that tbe Prince of Wales may be a|v> 
pointed Regent, without rettriciions of 
limitations. The petj^on wat laid an t^ 
table. 

A message was brought from the Lord% 
desiring a conference with thift house. Tba 
lUji^agers on the late conference werf 
appointed to manage the present one. 

On their return^ liord Cliv£ read at 
the bar the resolution of the house of 
Lords (entered into on Friday) f<»ropei^ 
ing the parliuin^nt, which resukition tbf 
Lords desired the bouse to concur witb^ 

Tbe resolution was brought up, and 
referred to the committee on the state of 
the nation. 

On th« motion of Mr. Perceval^ tba 
namet of the defuliers on the last call of 
the house were called over, when Sur J» 
Stewart, Mr. A. Seville. Mr. K. ILnnil* 
tou» j^Ir. J. Daly, M& M. Archdail, Sir 
G. F. ilill, and Mr A* French, weni 
ordered to be taken into custody. Mr* 
Sneyd, Mr. H. J. Clemenlt, and two 
other members^ were otxIeredlQ appear 
in their places on this da^ sa*onigbt« 
Several other members^sufficient grot^d^ 
being stated to the lionte for their aln 
sence; were excused. 

OP£NlKG OF PARLIAMENT. [ 

Ml*. Ferceval moved tbe order of tha 
day for the house to go into a committea 
on the state of the nation. 

The house having gone into the cobi^ 
mitte^, and the resolution of the bousa 
of Lords brought up by Lord C/nw^ hav* 
ing been referred to the said committee,* 

Mr. Perceval rose^ and adverting ta 
the resolution- which th» okairman (Mr* 
Lushington) was about to read^ suggfested 
to the committee, tlut there would be 
no necessity for reading tbe whole of ir. 
as it bad been read. at the bar, and wat 
merely a recitation of the letters patent 
for opening the parliament. The right 
hon. gentleman tlien observed, (hat he 
should not deem it necessary to pre^ce 
the motion which he was about to maka 
with many observations, as during tba 
whole course of the proceedings, takea 
an this occasion, the committee mutt ba 
aware it would ultimately lead ta the on»^ 
he would now propose. No doubt every 
gentleman was of opinion, chat after the 
concurrence which had taken place be* 
tween the two houses, and at\er the com- 
munications madp to bi^ royal highnesi 
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the prince of Wales and her Majesty of 
the resolutiolis of the two houses, that a 
Tesolution would be proposed similar to 
the one just read at toe bar. The coarse 
of proceeding adopted in 1789, was ex* 
octly, in point, now under conaidera- 
tioD ; and no part of the precedent was 
more oonopletely established at that time 
tbau thb: that under a commission sirat- 
Hr in point of form, the paWiament was 
openeo, continued to sit even af^er the 
liappy period of lus M<yest v's recovery, 
SMid transacted business without any re« 
lerence to succeeding commissions. He 
trusted therefore, that in making the 
motion, the committee would 9ee the 
policy of acceding to i^ he should sioH 
ply more, 

" That the committee do agree with 
^ the resolution bi-uught up from the 
^ Lords, ordering the necessity of issu- 
** ing letters patent for a commission to 
** open the parliament.'' 

After a few remarks from Mr. Sheri- 
4fm on the absurdity of the measure the 
motion was agreed to. 

Tuesday, Jan, 15. 
■ Mr. Perceva/ culled the attention of 
the bouse to a clerical error in the res6« 
lotion adopted last night, authorising the . 
great seal to be put te a commission for 
opening the session of parliament. This 
error existed in the resolution as it came 
hom the Lords, and rendered the sen- 
tence in which it stood perfect nonsense. 
Before, therefore, the Lords were ap* 
prised of the concurrence of the Com- 
mons in the resolution, it was desirable 
that the absurdity should be corrected. 
The sentence to which be alltidcd ran 
thos^— -^ That it is expedient and neces-* 
cessary that letters patent should issue 
nnder the great seal of the united king- 
doms of Great Britain and Ireland, called 
Great Britain.'' Now, whether it was 
intended to call the great seal. Great 
Britain, or to call the united kingdoms 
Gveal Britain^ the error was equally roti- 
fiilesty ond he should move to leave out 
the superfluous words. In the first place, 
however, it would be necessary to dis- 
Obarge tbe order for apprising the house 
of Lords of the concurrence of the Com- 
mons in the resolution ; and he would 
thereupon move, that the said order be 
discliarged. 

Mr. Shcriihn said, be did not rise to 
oppose tbe motion. At tbe same time 
be confe&sed, that he could see no im- 
propriety in alWwiitg the language of tbe 
reM>lutiuQ to be nouseubical^ as it bore 



ks near a resemblance as possible to the 
general character of the whole pr> 
ceeding ! 

The order was then discharged ; the 
superfluous words ^called Great Bri- 
tain," were omitted, the resolution as 
amended was agreed to, and Lord Clt? e 
WHS sent to the hoase of Lords to reqneit 
a conference on the subject. 

Lord C/rre appeared at tbe bar, and 
reported that tb.e houye of Lords had 
agreed to tlie desired conf^ence. The 
same committee was appoinled to ma- 
nage the present conference as that 
which managed the last; and imme- 
diately went forth with tho ameaded 
resolutiou. 

On their return. Lord CUve inrormed 
tbe house, that they had left the amended 
resolutiou with their lordships, desiring 
their concurrence therewith. 

In a few nunotes a message firom the 
Lords announced their lordtoipa concur- 
rence in the amendment made by the 
Commons to tbe resolution. 

OPENING OF PARLIAICBNT. 

The Deputy U^er immediately made 
his appearance, and d^ired the atten- 
dance of tbe house of Conraaons in tbe 
house of Lords, to hear the coromi^sioa 
of the Idrds commissioners read. 

The Speaker and al) the members pre- 
sent accordingly attended. 

On their return, the ohiadestine out* 
la wry bill was read a first and second 
time pro/onna. 

Tbe Speaker then acquainted the 
house, that that house had been in the 
hou^ of peers by desire of tbe lords 
commissioners appointed under the great 
seal for openiug the session of pariia- 
ment, when tbe Lord Chaoceltor (one 
of tbe commissiuqers b id made a speech, 
of which, to prevent mistakes, he had 
procured a copy. — (The Speaker here 
read the speech, for which see the pro- 
ceedings of the house of Lords.) 

Mr. Sheridan wislied to know, who* 
ther, in tbe opinion of the right hon. geo* 
tieman opposite, the conmiisafon which- 
had already been issued, contained su^ 
ficient power to authorise the royal as- 
sent to be given to any legislative pro- 
ceeding wiumut tbe necessity of issuibg 
a second commission? It was well known 
that great doubu existed on this somect 
at a former period in the' mind of the 
Earl of Hardwicke, then Lord €hai>- 
oellor. He was desirmis of ascmaieia| 
tbe sentnnentb of the right boo. geoltt^ 
tleiuan opposite upon iu 
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Mr. Ptrteoal cletirly understood that 
k would be; iiecessary toconstitute a sep 
cond comrpission, for the purpose of 
giving: the irbyal assent to any proceeding 
of the two houses. He was about top^o*' 
pose the tntrodaction df a Mil, hj which 
a legislative remedy weuld be applied tot 
the evils which resulted, both in this and 
in other cases, from the suspension of 
the royal authority, and be shguld im- 
mediate proceed to— 

The Speaker^ interposina, observed, 
that the usual course of the house, at the 
oonnaenoement of a session was to esta- 
Wish itself, by the appointment «f itt 
committees, grand committees^ &c. 

The committees and grand committees 
of religion, trade, privileges, &c. were 
then appointed, and the usual standing 
orders of tfan^ bouse were read «nd agreed 

10. 

mvOEVCr BTLL. 

Mr. Ferceral observed, that the ge- 
neral anniety for the introduction of the 
bill, leave to bring in which, he was 
about to solicit, and the ample discus- 
sions which had already taken place on 
the subject, rendered it unnecessary for 



him Xo say one word more than merelf 
to move, 

^ That leave be given to bring in a 
^ bill to provide (bf the administratioit' 
*• of the royal authority, and the care 
** of the royal person, diuring his Ma^ 
'' jesty's illness; and for the resumptioai 
'* of the royal authority by bis Majesty.**. 

Mr. W. Smith rose^ not to oppose the 
motion, because be conceived that the 
proceedings of the two houses of pariia- 
ment to supply the deficiency m the 
eiecative authority had been much too' 
dilatory, but to express his regret that 
aoother course, by which a number of 
inconveniences would have been avoided, 
had not been adopted in preference to 
the present. 

Tne motion was then agreed to ; and 
Mr. Perceval, Mr. Ryder, Lord Clive, 
the Master of the Rolls, and the Attor- 
ney and Solicitor General were Instructed 
to briogin the bill. 

Mr. Perceval immediately brought up 
the bill ; and, on his motion, it was read, 
a first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time to-morrow, and to beprinted. 
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PABLIAMBNTARY 
COER0PTION. 



Mr. Ebitor, 
The present situation of the coun- 
try must convince every man how 
wrong it is to devote his whole at- 
tention to his private concerns, and 
look with apathy and indifference on 
those df the ptiWic; Wc are, f ad- 
mit, a commercial people, and the 
spirit of industry and enterprise 
which distinguisbcs vt% is, no doubt, 
laudable ; but it ought not so to en- 
^oss the attention of individuals lis 
to render them regardless of the pnb- 
lic good ; for without public good 
there can be no private good : it is 
in vain for industry to fill the hive 
if a set of prodigal and la^y drones 
waste and conseme the store I' fs ii 
fit that our merchants, manufaetit- 
rers and other useful mem hers of the 
community shoirld be but the collec- 



tors of honey to sweeten the repasts 
of tho Nothing'to-do-Gentiemenf or 
that all the money of the country 
should be expended in foreign subsi- 
dies, and continental expeditions, 
whilst our paper, which will not 
pass on the continent, is substituted^ 
for that very reason, in the place of 
our coin at home; gradually taking 
from us our real sterling security, 
and leaving us something less valua« 
ble than rags in its stead. In short, 
without a good government, industry 
cannot long subsist in any cotintry ; 
it may languish for a while, but op- 
pression and exaction will at last ex- 
tinguish it ; and it is for this reason 
that it is never seen in arbitrary go- 
vernments. 

Tho poet says ** sweet are the lea- 
sons of adversity." I believo they 
may be made «o, in some cases, and 
I vish, Mr. Editor, it may be our 
cas^. ' 1 wish the nation mdy be iqi* 
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duced by its ptrsettt distress to con* 
•ider the origin from whence thdt 
distress has sprung ; they will with- 
out muf h profound investigation dis- 
cover that it IS the consequence of 
corruptions in the foveroment ; and 
consequently, that the most effectual 
iheans to remedy the present caFami- 
ty, and guard againsl the like for 
the future, is to ireforra those politi- 
cal abuses — to return to those pri;)- 
ciples which first instituted, and af* 
tcr wards fostered and preserved our 
free i>ovemment, and which placed 
the present bouse of Brunswick on 
the throne. It is at all times the 
duty of ''an Englishman to cultivate 
these principles; but he will feel 
this duty more forcibly, .when he 
tastes the bitter fruits which have 
sprung up and ripened, in conse- 
qnence of this neglect of culture. 
Nothing would be of greater national 
utility at present than some vehicle 
by means ^f which those principles 
which are the proper (Correctives of 
all political abuses, might be brought 
to act upon the public mind. We 
have approved antidotes against these 
cf ik — specifics of sovereign virtue ; 
bvt we want the mean;* of apply- 
ing them: the balm ought to be 
administered to the rankling sore, 
and not kept as a curiosity luck* 
ed i»p in the medicine chest. There 
is no nation so rich as we are in 
works which instruct men in the 
theory of a free government; nor 
In institutiont« designed to carry 
that theory into practice; but these 
books have becofne so scarce that 
they arc only found in the libraries 
of the curious, and our civil insti- 
tutions are totally diverted from their 
primitivt intention by means of bri- 
bery and corruption* Was it for this 
that such men as Somers, Locks, 
and AtiLTOK employed the energies 
of their great minds in the best and 
noblest of causes, the philanthropic 
attempt to secure the social happi- 
ness of their countrymen ? Di4 th«^ i 
expect that the fruits of thfir 1^ 



Bonrs would be buried fft oMivion } 
The men who can be thus ungrateral 
deserve (o 6e chastised by tpasteful 
V>ars and spendthrift gtncrnmaUtH 
Permit me, Mr. Ekiitor, to suggest 
lo yoQ that there is no purpose t» 
wbfcli a repertory Hlce yours can be 
so laudably dedicated as to a re- 
publlcatibn of the scarce and valua- 
ble works of our great political wri- 
ters : — in short I should be at a loss 
to point out the moans by which any 
HMin could render a A?rvice of equal 
importance to ihecountry— -it would 
be more than a 'bat tie won ; for it 
would be the means of preventing 
many foolish and wicked wars un- 
dertaken without absolute necessity^ 
l^ome of these books, indeed, are vTry 
scaj-ce, and hardly to be had for 
money ; but if you would make your 
intention known, doubtless you might 
be furnished with such as you do 
not possess yourself by persons who 
would lend them for so laudable a 
purpose: I am sure that it would 
give me heartfelt satisfaction to pro- 
mote such a design, provided only 
my books were taken care of. I 
send you with this letter a piece co- 
pied from Lord Somtrs^a Colicctum ^ 
Tracts, Vol. HI. The subject is Par- 
Uamentary Corruption, It was writ- 
ten against that parliament in King 
William's reign which was principal- 
ly composed of Tories in the pay of 
France; a parliament that gave Wil- 
liam so much troujlile and chi^rin^ 
that he hesitoied whether he should 
not resign the cro^n, and retire iiuo 
Holland : it was to this same par- 
liament that the Kentish petition 
was presented, which occasioned the 
imprisonment of the gentlemen who 
presented it : afterwards came out the 
legion memorial which was ten times 
more se%'ere than ^e petition ; and 
then the following verses,' which, 
with the memorial have been attri- 
buted to Daniel de Fqo; butOld- 
mixoo .^ys, and he w%s likely to 
know, that much abler beads than 
th^t of Pe Foe w^. copceesed Uk 
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them. Indeed it is not improbable 
that Lord Sorocrs himself furnished 
the materials, for the memorial at 
least. — He was indeed roost. unde- 
• servedly impeached by this very par- 
liament. As the ground of his im- 
peachment bears an aflSnity to a 
Question now agitated respecting the 
use of the great seal, I shall stale it, 
from Cobbett's Fori. Hist. Vol.V. 
p. 1245. — The Kmg writ to Lord 
Somersa letter from Holland, which 
bis lordship laid before the house in 
^h is justification, in which his Ma- 
jesty stated—" That the King of 
** Spain's health was desperate, and 
f' that he saw no way to prevent a 
" new war, but to accept of the pro- 
•* position which the French made 
*^ for a partition; the King sent him 
** the scheme of this, and ordered 
^ him to communicate it to some 
^* others, and to gi?e him both his 
I ^ own opinion and theirs concerning 
** it ; and to send him over powers 
** for a treaty, but in the most secret 
" manner possible. Lord Somcrs up- 
" on this added, — that he thought it 
'* was the taking too much upon him- 
** self if he should have put a stop to 
" a treaty of such consequence. If 
*' the King of Spain had died before 
'' it was finished, and the blame had 
" been cast on him for not sending the 
** necessary powers, because he was 
" not ordered to do it by a warrant 
** in full form^ he could not have 
*• justified tkat^ since the King's Ict- 
** ter was really a warrant, and 
'* therefore he thought he was bound 
" to send the powers that were called 
" for, which he had done, but at the 
** same time he wrote bis own opi- 
" nion very fully to his Majesty, ob- 
" jecting to many parttculars,if there 
** was room for it, and proposing sc- 
" veral things, which, as he thought, 
** were for the gomX and interest of 
" England : that soon after the pow- 
** ers were sent ovei by him, the 
** treaty was concluded, to which he 
^ put the great seal, as he thought 
^ be was bound to do, and that in 

VOL. VIII. 



'' this case, as he was a pnvy couti- 
'* sellor, he had offered the King Hi$ 
*' best advice ; and as he was achan- 
'' cellor, he had executed his office 
** according to his duty. That as 
^' for putting the seal to the powers 
*' he had done it upon the Kin^s 
" letter^ which was a real warrant 
" though not ^formal one, that he 
'' had indeed desired that a warrant 
" in due form might be sent for bis 
" own security, but he did not think 
*^ it became him to endanger the 
** public, only for want of a point of 
** form, in so critical a time, when 
'* so great dispatch was necessary.*' 
— ^The impeachment came to no* 
thing; it was indeed entirely pro- 
moted by the opposition of the Tories 
in the pay of France against Wil- 
liam's government : but we perceive 
from the above quotation how deli* 
catc and important a point it is to 
use the king's seal, without full and 
formal authority itipm bim so to do* 
I shall, to shew the corrupt com- 
plexion of this famous parliament, 
quote a passage from Tinda!, referred 
to in the same book, p. 1233. — ** As 
*' soon as this parliament was open- 
" ed, it appeared that the French 
" had a great party in it. It is ccr- 
" tain great sums came over this 
" winter from France. The packet 
" boat came seldom without ten thou- 
" sand louis d'ors ; it often brought 
" more; the nation was titled witb 
** them, and in six months time a 
" million of guineas were coined out 
" of them : the merchants indeed 
** said that the balance of trade was 
** turned to our side ; that wherc- 
" as we used to carry over a million 
** of our money in specie, we then 
*• sent no money to France, and had 
^' at least half that sum sent owtr to 
'* balance the trade: yet this did 
" not account for that vast flood of 
" French gold that was visible in the 
^* nation. And upon the departure 
"of M.deTallard the FiTnch am- 
" bassador, Whose place was sup- 
" plied by M. Poussin with the cha- 
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" factor only of socrelary, a very 
. ** visible alteration was found in the 
*' bills of exchange ; for which rea- 
** srn it was concluded, that great 
*' rtniittance8 had been made to that 
•'* ambassador; and that they were 
** distributed among those who re- 
** M)l%>d to merit a share in that 
** wealth which came over so copi- 
** ously, beyond the example of for- 
" mer times. — Upon the view of the 
" bou?r itappeand evidently thiit the 
^ Tories wire a preat njajority : yet 
** they, to make the matter sure, re- 
** sclved to clear the house of a great 
** many, who were engaged in another 
" interest:— reports were brought to 
" them of elections that had been 
" scandalously purchased by some 
'' who were in tho new East India 
" company. Instead of drinking and 
" entertainments, by which elections 
'* were formerly managed, now a 
'^ most scandalous practice was 
" brought in, of buying votes, with 
** so little d( cency, that the electors 
** engaged themsidves by subscrip- 
'' tions to choose a blank person be- 
" fore they were trusted with the 
** name of the candidate. — The old 
'* East India company had driven a 
" course of corruption within doors^ 
** with so little decency, tjjat the 
" new company intended to follow 
'* their example; but with this dif- 
" ference, that whereat the former 
** had bought \\\v. persons who were 
" elected, they resolved to buy elec- 
** tions. Sir Etlwar<ibeymour(men- 
" tioned in the following extract) 
" who had dealt in this corruption 
" all his life time, brought before 
" the house the discovery of some of 
** the practices of the new company : 
** the matter was so well proved that 
" several elections were declared void; 
" and some of the persons so chosen 
" were for some time kept in prison, 
" after being expelled tha house." 

The reason why the East India 
companies employed bribery, \%aft to 
procure from pari iamritt the renewals 
•f their cl^aricrt: bui.H oti;;h^ to 



be noted, that William, during (W 
whole coarse of his reign, was never 
known lo influence by any improper 
means, the decisions of parliameat 
in favour of the measures of bis go- 
vernment ; be desired no other sup- 
port to that government than that 
which its own intrinsic merit de- 
served ; and as far as was in his 
power he punished bribery and cor- 
ruption. In the years 1094 and 1695, 
he caused a great enquiry to be made 
into these abuses; the East India 
company at that time having be- 
stowed large sums of money among 
some of his Tory ministers, (for be 
took them from both*8ides» wishing 
» as he said to be King of England, 
and not king of a party,) and some 
members of the house of Cooamons; 
on that occasion a tract was pub- 
lished entitled a ColUctum f^Ddmta 
in Parliament m the yeati 1694 and 
1695, to which was prefixed this 
preface. — " It is most evident to all 
'* such whoare in the least acquainted 
'* with the Greek and Roman histo* 
" ries, that bribery and corruption 
" were the chief causes of the over- 
" throw of those free governments. 
" By these means Philip of Macedon 
*' ruined most of the commonwealths 
** of Greece, so much celebrated in 
" ancient history. TheSpartan slate, 
** which had flourished with such 
" glory about SOOyeariwas soon de- 
" stroyed by the corrupt use of those 
" immense riches wherewith t heir ^«i^ 
" tic conquests had furnished them. 
'' The ruin of the Roman common- 
'^ wealth is, by all who have wrote 
*^ on that subject, attributed to tbat 
*' corruption with which they were 
" overrun after they became masters 
** of Asia, and the plunder thwcof, 
'* Before that time honour had beet 
" the reward of great and good ac- 
'* tions. but then money xcithout merit 
** op(>ned the door, at which knaves 
** and fools entered, when honest men 
'* could not be admitted. Then it 
'' seemed a crime to be virtuous; and 
*' that. people became so dc^nenU; 

Digitized *by VjOOQ IC 



1811.] 



On furUamentary Corrvpti0n» 



m 



** that the consulship, government of 
^' provinces, command of armies, and 
** erery public employment, were put 
** to sale, and all carried by caballing 
** and bribery 9 without any regard 
** had to the merits of men, or their 
** services to the country. — This oc- 
** casioned that severe exclamation, 
** urban venalem si emptorem inve* 
** nisietf — intimating that they would 
** even sell the city itself if a man 
** were found who had a pufse sufR- 
** cient to make the purchase. And 
** it is yet fresh in memory, how our 
'* own nation txu brought to the very 
*' brink of dettructitm by the corrupt 
** practices of the reign of King 
•* Charles II.— Then was the time 
" when all men of virtue, luntaintod 
•* probity, and love to their country, 
** ran the hazard of being ruined. 
*' —Then was the time when wc 
•* beheld a band of abject pensioners 
** in parliament, a list whereof is 
** yet extant. Then was the time 
** when we saw our senators wearing 
•* the badge of slwceryy and doing a 
** tyrant's drudgery for clothes and 
*^ sustenance. Then was the time 
" when no less a sum than 252,467/. 
•^ was squandered amongst those 
•* mercenary wretches^ in less than 
** three years ; and it is well known 
•* who was then lord treasurer : — 
•* Then was the time when a hungry 
•* member was sure of a dinner, and 
«* also of a few guineas under their 
•* plates, when they had done some 
•* work of special service, at one or 
** other of the public tables, kept 
•* about Westminster, and which very 
<* lately began to be set up again, 
^ to feed the betrayers of thvir coun- 
** try : and that they tiu^hl be at 
f* hand, Sir John Coplcston and Sir 
«« RichaM Wiseman were then al- 
*« lowed to keep open houses at the 
** foot of the parliament fctairs, — so 
«* numerous were these hireling'* in 
«* that illustrious body, that if any 
« point wer€ there carried on Eng-^ 
r gl'ftnd's side, it was was often but 
•^by tli« poor majority of two of 



" three voiceii. And I cannot but 
" remember on this occasion a story: 
** (for the truth whei:eof 1 can un- 
" dertake) there was a contended 
*' election in that house of Commons 
" bi'tween Mr. Trenchard and Mr. 
" Bertie, and it being carried for 
" Mr. Bertie, the Lord O'Brian, who 
" was related to the then lord trea- 
" surer, came in triumph to him 
" with the news, and said, my lordy 
" toe have carried the day ^ for we have 
" voted thirteen more than one and 
" txventy.* The nation groaned under 
" the burden of these inglorious and 
'* wicked practices, which ripened us 
** for ruin, and to this day their sad 
*• effects are very sensible. We then 
" trafficked away the peace of Eu- 
*' rope; and to that corruption is 
'* owing the growth and poner of 
** France, if to sell the determina- 
" tion of any difference between pri» 
** vate persons be held in the highest 
** detestation, how justly execrabU 
** then, do those render themselves, 
" who traflick away nations, and tha 

** RIGHTS OF ^ FREEBORN PEOPLE. 

** Wc have a famous instance of th« 
** transcendent justice of our nation 
*• in the case of the great and learned 
" Lord Chancellor Bacon: he was 
" thrown down from his high sta- 
" tion upon an accusation of bribery, 
" though all that then was positively 
" proved against him was his allow- 
** ing a servant to accept a prcjicni of 
" a set of silver beaten buttons." 

This passage suggests several re- 
flections. First, it is a complcat set 
down to the Edinburgh Reviewers, 
as well as to that learned casuist the 
great Doctor Paley, who with some 
others, have wished to make us be- 

♦ This vote is not without a pnrellel. 
In the case of the ^f iddlesex election in 
the ^enr 1709, in which about 200 votes 
given for S. W. B. Proctor, " carried the 
duy/' agninst upwards of 1,100 given 
for Mr. Wilkes. This disgraceful vote 
which struck at the elective rights of the 
people of Britain, was, some years after- 
wards by order of the honse of Commons 
^^^fUVH^^d from the jooruals. 
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lieve tbet corruptidii, or, as they 
call it, infiuencey came in at the 
revolution ; whereas we see, it caroe 
in at the restoration : they wish to 
make us believe that it is the off- 
spring of Whigism, but it is plain 
that it was the offspring of Toryism : 
they want to reconcile us to it as 
a slight blemish, a sort of spet in 
the sun — the glorious sun oi free- 
dom, which rose upon this country, 
at the revolution, when, say the 
Caledonian critics, our happy con« 
stitution was brought to perfection. 
'-^Now this is all falsehood; the 
very reverse of the case is the truth ; 
for it was this very corruption that 
then prevented our constitution from 
being carried io perfection ; that pre- 
vented the bill of rights from being 
any thing better than what it has 
continued ever since, a barren asser- 
tion of our franchises ; — that pre- 
vented those subsequent measures 
being taken which were promised at 
the time for the purpose of perfecting 
the happy deliverance of the nation, 
as it was then stiled ; — that prevented 
in short the theory of our constitu- 
tion from being brought into prac* 
ticc. Now William was always dis- 
posed to lend his helping hand to 
this glorious consummation ; he even 
exhorted the houses, in his last 
speech, to lay aside their differences, 
and set seriously to this great work, 
telling them, that he believed, if 
they lost that opportunity, they 
never w^uld have another; — a decla- 
ration that has proved but too pro- 
•phctic ! The Tories were however the 
great and constant obstacle to those 
measures, which would indeed have 
brought our constitution to perfec- 
tion ; the Tories were in the pay of 
France in William's reign as they 
had before been in the reign of 
Charles II. who was himself a pen- 
sioner of France; and therefore it 
cannot be doubted that it was at the 
cost of France, that those dinners 
were given, at the foot of the par- 
liamept-stairs, to those *^ mercenaij 



wretches,** as they 4r^ called, these 
'• hungry betrayers of their country,* 
with a perjured King at tbeir head ; 
who bad, mark it well, Mr. Editor, 
taken a coronation oath that bound 
him to be true to the nattoD, and 
to govern them agreeable to the lavs 
and approved customs of their an^ 
ccstors : thus begun immediately 
after the restoration, when royalty 
was m its zenith the pious and laa* 
dable system which the Cdioborgh 
Reviewers, and so many others, have 
considered as the perfection rfomr 
canstttntion. — But what was the sys- 
tem then to what it is now ? — They 
understand these matters better at 
present ; that was but the beginnings 
now it has come to maturity : — like 
all arts it was rude and uncouth at 
first : — The essays made by its first 
professors, Sir John Copleston and 
Sir Richard Wiseman, were gross 
and disgusting; but then they worked 
upon very reasonable terms; it only 
cost 252,467^. to do the job com- 
pletely for three years. This was 
rough work, but dog cheap; only 
after the rate of £84,155 \Ss. 4d. a 
y^ar, which is not much more than 
what il now costs tlte country for 
one family, the noble house et 

G He! — it is really wonderful 

how it could be done so cheap ! but 
then, on the other hand, we see 
Mr. Editor, how the poor wretches 
were paid for their roguery; only 
with a bellyful of victuals I We may 
say of them in the admirable lan« 
guage of Butler, that they 

** Hardly gained their own expeoees, 
^ By the laboar of their consciencct." 
Who would be-labour their consci- 
ences now in parliament on such 
terms as these ?— No 8ir, it would be 
out of reason, out of all inanner of 
({^science to expect it. 

Another remark I beg leave to 
make, and to recoromeind also to 
the consideration of those gentknea 
who presumptuously tell ut that 
corruption is necessary. We see ihat 
>Viniain was able W ndiiiuoisirr ^ 
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goveraiiie&t of England, not only 
without the help of corruption, but 
in spite of it : yea, againet the re- 
sistance which it opposed to his go- 
vernment : now this is a fact which 
cannot be controverted, and all that 
they have to place against it, is, 
their own iptciested and impudent 
assertion ! 

Still another observation occurs, 
Mr. Editor, which it is impossible to 
suppress. These same persons who, 
so honourably to themselves, are 
content to become the apologists of 
corruption, try to recommend it to 
to us by saying, that it is inkereni 
in our nature ; and that it is in vain 
to endeavour to fashion men (»ther- 
wise than as they have always been, 
for such they always will be. — ^Tbat 
is to say, it is m vain to endeavour 
either by punishment or exhorta* 
tion to prevent men from being guilty 
of crimes that have always existed 
iii the world, such as murders, rob- 
beries, perjuries, &c. — This may in 
some degree be true; but it does not 
follow fr«m thence, that we are nut 
had mem when we encourage murder, 
perjury, bribery, &c. and that we 
are not, on the contrary, good men^ 
when we endeavour to suppress and 
restrain the ppmmissioq of thesfe abo» 
minable ofR^nces; consequently a 
government which is hostile to such 
vices must be a good government ; 
and one that favours them, to answer 
its own purposes, a bad government ; 
and this was exactly the distinction 
between the administrations of Nero 
and Trajan ; th^ one therefore tended 
to accelerate, the other to retard the 
downfall of the state over which 
they governed. There is in Pliny's 
letters, one to Nepos, whichr ex- 
plains the reform instituted by Tra- 
jan in this very article of corruption; 
H reform which doubtless tended in 
a great ticgree to arrest the declen- 
sion of the Roman empire, (Ub. 6. 
£p. 19.) *^ Do you know that the 
^' price of lands is risen near this 
^ ^ity ? The cause of tj^is mrnrising 



^' rise did at the last meetiqg of the 
'' senate, occasion several most ejE- 
" cellent speeches, importing that 
'' the candidatesat elections should neh 
*' ther treaty nor make presents, nor 
'' la^ out any money : — the two first 
** of these abuses w^re not less ex- 
" cessively, than opertly practised ; 
" and the third, notwithstanding the 
" care used to conceal it, was a thitag 
** taken for granted. Now our friend 
'* Homulus (the Burdett 1 suppose 
** of that day) having diligently im-* 
** proved this unanimous agreement 
•* of the ^nate, moved for a resolu- 
** tion, that the consuls should be 
** ordered to acquaint the Prince with 
^* the desires of them all ; and to pray 
** him that, according to his usual 
*^ vigilance, he would correct this, 
** as he had reformed other disorders^ 
'^ The Emperor assented, for he put 
** an end to those base and infamouf 
*' expences of the candidates, by a 
'* law agaimt canvassing, and obliged 
" them to qualify themselves by lay* 
" ing out a third part of their estates 
** on land, esteeming it a very shame-^ 
'^ ful thing, as indeed it was, that 
*^ those who are desirous of this ho* 
*' nour should live in Rome and 
'* Italy, not as their country, but at 
*' a lodging, or like travellers at an 
" inn : the candidates bereupon out-^ 
** bid each other every whore, which 
*^ hath raised the price of land, 5cgJ* 
I have used Mr. Toland's transla* 
tion in hih works. Vol. II. p. 69« 
The same book affords me a lumi- 
nous passage respecting those cor- 
rupt Tories against whom the fol- 
lowing poem was written, and whd' 
were treated with too much lenity 
by that mild and just Prince King 
William, who indeed bore a strong 
resemblance to the Roman EUnperor 
Trajan. — " And the Tories, though 
they were frequently courted by 
King William, yet he could never 
make them really his friends, or to 
join with the Whigs in the common 
interest : when they were out of fa- 
vpur, tbe^ clogged the wheels of af» 
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fairs by providing deficient funds, 
&c. and when employed, they fa- 
▼onred as much as they durst the 
designs of France: and King Wil- 
1mm being in their hands when the 
Spanish King died, they made him 
<jwn the Duke ©f Anjou, and sit 
still till the French were possessed 
of the Spanish monarchy, (this is 
alluded to below,) and acted such a 
part that the King at last could not 
•void seeing that all his caresses 
were in vain, and that his own and 
and the nations safety required the 
rMiioving them from all places of 
Crust and profit. And how they 
have acted since (meaning the latter 
end of Queen Anne's time when they 
attempted to bring in the pretender) 
I need no more mention, than 1iow 
ihey acted in the reign of Charles 11." 
Toland's Works, Vol. II. p. 262. 

Mr. Toland's name^is introduced 
¥ery improperly in the following 
piece, verse xvii. and it is printed 
at length, whilst those af Sir £. Sey- 
mour and Mr. How (the member 
for Gloucestershire, who assertecl in 
parliament, that King William,'' had 
^ made a felonious treaty to rob his 
•* neighbours,^ are given only with 
initial find final letters : it is plain 
therefore who is the person intended ; 
but Toland ought not to have been 
put into such company ; he was no 
Tory, but a staunch Whig, and one 
mho sacrificed his interest to his ii^- 
legrity ; besides he was not -in that 
parlianrent, or, I believe, in any 
other ; but that he was not in that, 
is certain. He seems to have been 
thrust in here by the writer in order 
to give him a wipe on his religious 
opinions, which he laid before the 
public in his book intitled - ' Chribtia« 
nity not mysterious." 

1 am, Sir, &c. 

Timothy Trveuak. 



EXTRACT FROM A COLLECTION OF SCARCJt 
TRACT!)| ^C. VOL. III. p. 5. 

Y*" true-born Englishmen procced| 
Our ti jfling criraes detect, 



Let the poor starve, reBgion bleed. 
The Dutch be damn'd, the Fr^cb vom 
ceed. 

And all by your neglect, 
ji. 
Vour actions all the world disgoft. 

The French are only glad ; 
Your friends your honesty distrust, 
And while you think you*re wise and jusi^ 

The nation thinks you mad. 
III. 
Are these the ways your wisdom takei^ 

To raise our reputation,^ 
To (luarrcl ut a few mistakes. 
Whilst France its own advantage make^ 

And laughs at all the natioa \ 

IV. 

You are the people who of old. 

The nation's troops disbanded. 
And now you should your friends upbok). 
Your friends and you are bought and 
sold. 
As always was intended. 

V. 

There's none but £»ols in thne to coma 

Will trust the English nation ; 
^or if thev do — they know their dooo^ 
That we'll be falling out at home. 
And baulk their expectation. 

VI. 

Yon are the nation's grand defence 

Against illegtd potcer ; 
And yet against both law and SKxsi^ 

You send folks to the Tower, 
vii. 
Some lords* your anger have iocuir'd> 

For treaty of partition ; 
But if you'll take the nation's word^ 
Most people think it was absurd. 

And empty of discretion, 
viii. 
For if thnt treaty, as 'tis famed. 

Gave part of Spain to Gaul ; 
Why should those gentlemen be blamed. 
When you yourselves are not ashamed,^ 

To let them take it ail ? 

IX. 

Bribes and ill practices you found. 
And some few felt your power ; 
But soon you run yourselves a-ground» 
For had you push'd the matter round 
You'd all gone to the Toa^cr. 

X. 

Some reformation hath from vou 

In vain been long expectecf. 
But when you shou'd the business do^ 
Your private quarrels you purso^ 
And th* uation lies ticglecttd. 

• The Earl of Portland, Lord Somcrs, 
the Eaii of Ortbrd, and l4>rd Uallio^ 
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Long his l\\e kingdom bore the weight 

Of your de^cient funds ; 
Pnrliamentary public cheat ! 
Pray where** the difference of that^ 

Axkd plundering with dragoons f 
xit. 
Are you the people that complaia 

Of arbitrary power $ 
Then §bew the nation, ifyoucan. 
Where kings have beea^ since king^ 
began, 

Such tyrants as yoo are ! 
xrii. 
Whenkings with RIGHT and law dispense^ 

And set up power despotic, 
It has been counted law and sense. 
To take up arms against our Prince, 

And call in aids exotic. 

XIV. 

But you— aUhough your powers depend. 

On every ploughman's vote, 
Beyond the law diat power extend. 
To min those y*u i/uwd defend, 
And tell the power you bought, 

XV. 

The King religion did commend 

To you his ictw explainers : 
We know not whiit you may intend, 
Nor how you should religion mend. 

Unless you will your manners. 

XVI. 

You are^the nation's darling sons. 

The abstract of the mob : 
For city knights, nnd wealthy cluwns, 
Stock jobbers, statesmen, and buffoons. 

You may defy the globe ! 

XVII. 

Toland insults the Holy Ghost, 

Bribed S r bribes accuses,* 
Good maimers and religion lost ; - 
The King, who was your Lord of host, 
The rascal II wf abuses. 

XVIII. 

Tour statesman G llej with intent 

To cultivate, with care. 
The dignity of parliament, 
PJiet closely at the dancing teot 

And manages May-Fair. 

XIX. 

The true born liero's diligence 

For public good appears. 
There he refines his wit and sense. 
That the next day in our defence 

May fill committee chairs. 

• Sir Edward Seymour, t Mr. How. 
I The name of Colonel Grcnville oc- 
curs frequ<;ntly on committees at that 
^liod. 



The lifliitatioa of the crown 

Is your immediate cere : . 
If your wise articles go down. 
Your p«wer will be so lawlrss gf own, 

Tis no matter. who's the heir. 

XXI. 

Did we for this depose our priilce 

And liberty assume ? 
That, you should with our laws dispense^ * 
Commit nuinkind without offence^ 

And govern in his room? 

XXII. 

Yoo should find out some other word 

To give the crown's accepter;^ 
To call him King would be absurd. 
For tbo' he'll seem to wear the sword, 
Tis you have got the sceptre. 

XXIII. 

And now your wrath is smoking hot 

Against the Keni petition ; 
No mai^ alive can tell for what, 
But tellmg truths which pleas'd you no^ 

And taxing your discretion. 

XXIV. 

If you those gentlemen detain 

By your unbounded power^ 
Tislioped you'll never moie contptali^ , 
Of bishops in King James's reign, i 

Sent blindly to the Tower* 

XXV. 

A btrange memorial f too there caiae 

Your members to affront. 
Which told you truths you dare not name» 
And so the paper 'scaped the U^me, 

Or else it had been burnt. 

XXVI. 

Some said the language was flevew 

And into passion flew. 
Some too began to curse and sweai^ 
And caird the author mutineer. 

But all men said 'twas true. 

XXVII. 

But oh ! that consternation now. 

In which you all appear; 
Tis plain from whence your terrors. ilew,^ 
For bad your guilt been less, you kiiew^ 

So would have been your fear. 

XXVIII. 

In fifteen articles you're told| 

You have our rights betray'd, 
Banter'd the nation, bought and told 
The LIBERTIES you should uphold. 
No wonder you're afraid ! 

* Alludmg to William's accepting the 
crown on the conditions set forth in the 
bill of Iliglits, anil also the motto he 
took, " non rapui sed recipit" 

t The Le!»ion Memorial, 
I In the Legion Memorial. . 
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XXTX. 

And now to ttuke jourwthfm appetr 

The more knpertinenty 
A wise address yoo do prepare, 
To have his Majettj take cart» 

Rebellioo to prefent. 

XXX. 

No doubt his Majesty will please 

To take ^our cause in hand ; 
Besides the work is done with ease, 
Full seven thousand men be has. 
The nation to defend ! 

XXXI. 

€lne hundred thousand heroes more 

Do our tram*d bands compose; 
If foreign forces should come o'er. 
Plant t£fm and you upon the shore. 
How bravely you'd oppose ! 

\ XXXII. 

Then blush ye senators to see 
How all men stand dismay'd; 

The nation should so patient be, 

To bear with all your villany, 
And see themselves betray'd. 

XXXIII. . 

It was our Freedom to defend 

That WE the people chose you ; 
And WE the people do pretend. 
Our power of chiaing may extend 

To puniik and depose yoii. 
xxxiv. 
For since in vain our hones and fears ; 

Petitions too are vain ! 
Ko remedy but this appears, 
To poll the house about your ears^ 

And send you home again. 

XXXV. 

These are the nation's discontents. 

The catises too, are true : 
The ploughman now his choice repents. 
For tho' he values parliaments, 

lie's out of love with you. 

XXXVI. 

When, to be chose with caps in hand, 

You courted every voice, 
You were our iervantt at command^ 
By which it seems you understand. 

Until we mode our choice. 

XXXV 1 1. 

If that be true, we'll let you know. 

Upon that very score, 
YouM best jmiT present hours bestow 
In all the mischiefs yon can do, 

For we'll ne'er ch'use you more. 



VACATION OF THE THRONE. 

Sm, 
My twokscller at Totness it so 



long in receiving the London period* 
ical publications that your Rniim 
never reaches roe till the 10th. or 
12th. of the month ; so that I have 
hardly the means of answering any 
thing I may see in it in time for yea 
to receive and insert it in the next 
month. Yesterday your JUviem for 
December came to hand, anit I sei« 
the present opportunity, to send yon 
a few lines, whicb I hope will reach 
you in time for insertion in your 
next number. 

You will permit me to remark 
that I apprehend you have in page 
xxxix misunderstood the meaning of 
Sir Francis Burdett in respect to the 
word Demise ; you have taken it as 
Dr. Johnson has done, with reference 
to a natural demise only, but it hai 
several other applications ; it ia do* 
rived from the French Demeftre^ to 
put off, divest, vacate, abdicate, &c. 
and thus to iet^ is to demise ; and a 
lease U a demise for years, the owo^ 
vacating the thing let, and putting 
the hirer or renter thereof in potsea- 
sion : to demise, therefore, is to vacate 
by any means, and the act by which 
James vacated 'the kingly office was 
called by some writers at the revo- 
lution, a vacation of the throne, and 
not a vacancy, for that only means 
the space unoccupied, not the oct 
by it which it becomes unoccupied. 
Death is a natural demise or dispos- 
session ; but demise may also take 
place with the living, and it may be 
either voluntary or involuntary; for 
iastance, it was voluntary in Chris- 
tina of Sweden, who resigned the 
crown ; but involuntary in Jan^es II. 
who vacated it by misconduct ; the 
present is a third case, being a va- 
cation by misfortune. Our anoalt 
afford us three vacations by forfei- 
ture; Edward II. Richard II. and 
James II. but the present is the first 
demise or vacation from incapacity. 
The succession has been interrupted 
from incapacity, but wc have bad 
no dcmitie from that cause before the 
present, for to be a demise there 
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must first be a possession. A prince 
who was ever so justly entitled to 
the throne^ and refused to take the 
coronation oath would not create a 
demise, because he would never come 
into legal possession of it ; — the case 
would be the same wjth a prince 
who wa!» non compos mentis^ for he 
would not be (or at least ought not 
to be) put in possession : the corona* 
tion oath ought not to be put to him« 
it would be an act of profanation ; 
—but if a prince of sound mind 
takes it* and afterwards becomes in- 
sane, there is a demise, not by his 
free will, or his fault either, but by 
inability to fulfil the office according 
to the oath ;• for inability ti> keop the 
oath of office is inability tu fill the 
office itself; the office consequently 
is vacated, and the act of vacation is 
the act of God, for which no man is 
to blame. It will not be denied by 
any man that our monarchy is, not 
an absolute monarchy, bot a limited 
ene : the king swears at his corona- 
tion to govern according to law, 
which law contains these limitations ; 
but an insHue man cannot be sworn 
at all, 4)01 even into the office of pa- 
rish constable, or receivi^d as a wit- 
ness ; ' be is not even a member of the' 
state or community^ much less can 
be lie its head : his own personal ci- 
vil rights are dormant ; the law gives 
him no redress ; if he is beaten or 
imprisoned, there is no assault, no 
false imprisonment; — it is on the 
same principle that he cannot be ex- 
ecuted, though he might be sane 
when tried and condemne<l ; in short, 
he is to all intents and purposes of 
the law, a nonentity, — he undergoes 
a civil death : 1 speak generally of 
insane persons. We are now in ex- 
actly the same state as the kingdom 
was in 1^88: the vacancy is the 
same, though the cause from whence 
it comes is diflTcrent ; in that case, 
there was both culpability and dis- 
ability; in the present the latter 
»iily: it was declared that James 
^a4 vacated the throne by breaking 

VOL. Vlll. 



the original contract between prince 
and people ; and it was also declared 
to be inconsistent with our religioHf 
laws, and liberties for a popish 
prince to reign over us. But sup* 
pose James had become insane, his 
disability would have been as great 
as it was by becoming papist ; and 
supposeon the other hand George II L 
bad become papist, then he would 
have had James's disability. The 
question of ability or competency, i« 
dpubtless a question which parlia- 
ment ought to decide ; because it is . 
not fit that one person should wrest 
so high an office out of the hands of 
another piT&on on his own bare as* 
sertion, that such other person is in- 
competent to fill k : the office itself 
is a trust for ihe peoples' benefit, not 
his who holds it, and therefore the 
people are the proper judges whe^ 
ther their officer is capable of filling 
itornoi: but* further than this the 
two tH)Uies of parliament have no 
more power than the comtnon-hall 
or common-council of the city of 
London, or any other corporation in 
the kingdom ; nay I question if they 
have so much ; for the people can 
bind- themselves in. cases where their 
representatives cannot bind them ; 
and that their wpresentatives eannot 
bind them in thi* htventan of the con^ 
stttution is b<7ond all doubt, llieir 
represi'ntatives cannot take from the 
king, or from' him who represents 
the king, any portion of the regal 
office; for if they can take a* part 
they can take the. whole, and their 
constituents never gave them powers 
quo ad hoc. Neither is an act of the 
Lords and Commons an act of par- 
liament; because Lords and Com- 
mons ate not the parliament, but a 
part only thereof; nor can the ap- 
plication of the great seal make it 
an act of the parliament^ because 
the great seal cannot give the royal 
consent ; it cannot say wit fait com^ 
me ilcst desire; as well might any in- 
dividual by putting my name or my 
mark, or my seal to a pic^e of paich- 
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ment i^retend to make tbat my act 
•r deed. To tay that the three es- 
tates, or degrees or branches of the 
legistatnre are in parliament, with- 
out the king, is to turn the kingoirf 
of parliament ; it is to seize upon the 
▼essel of state and throw the captain 
overboard ; and I question niuch 
whether Tom Paine himself would 
have gone the lengths that Lord 
G— ' — lie (if his words are rightly re- 
ported) has gone in this instance:- • 
there is an immense distance between 
a rcfcirm of the p)pu!ar representa- 
tion inahe Commons house, and a 
pnrliamriu co?npctcnt tu Itgi^latexaith^ 
out a kih^. This is going far beyond 
reform, \t is $ubver4ion. It is not 
cleansing the temple, but pulling of 
it dovn. \Y" soo by this what Wufi^ths. 
faction will I ear) men to, I have not 
Mr. Rdiror, sent you my seotiments 
on thes>e subjects, because 1 did not 
conceive they would so soon nMcb 
the public as by other channels; but 
to have been silent would, in roy 
opinion^ have been \^rong; it would 
hare been a dereliction of roy duty 
as a good citlz( n and sincere well- 
wisher to ibc constitution; I there- 
fore sent several observations* some 
with, and some without roy usual 
signature, to a newspaper which cir- 
culates among those whose minds 
are \ apprehend unprejudiced in this 
respect; but the great difficulty is ^ 
not yet got over, nor the danger 
neither; — I mean the danger that 
mustTesult from acting upon an act 



of pailiftroent as impotent as is tba 
sovereign himself. With regard to 
your question, why does not the 
Prince enter at once on the posses- 
sion (meaning no doubt the represen- 
tative possession) of hi* regal rights; 
that is a question to which (hose 
will, I trust, be made to give an an- 
swer, at the tribunal of public jus- 
tice, who have for near three months 
usurped those rights* The kingly ^f- 
fice never dies r it it a benelit of 
which the people ought not to be 
deprived a single day: but we have 
been deprived of it, and to answer 
the private ends 6f a mercenary fac- 
tion. The nation, I trust, will cry 
aloud for justice, in this respect at 
least. Nothing of a public nature 
has for a long time given me such 
satisfaction as to see the disposition 
of the people with respect to tbf 
Prince ; it M honourable to the mi* 
tion,— they are anxioos to^ do him 
justice, aiKl no doubt he, in return, 
will do them justice; they scorn tba 
idea of withholding Aftim him any 
part of the royal prerogative : can it 
be supposed that he wiH, after this, , 
withhold from them theirjfusf re^e- 
ientative ngki$. What a heart would 
he have to do so vngmteful an ac- 
tion ? No, Sir, the vety supposition 
would be adding another insult to 
those unpardonable ones he hat al« 
ready experienced. I am. Ice. 

TlMOTHT TrUEMAV. 

Devatuhiret Jan. 13, 181 !• 



CRIMINAL INFORMATION AGAINST THB STAMFORD NEWS. 



The following manly, spirited, and 
patriotic address we copv fruftA the 
Stamford News, a provincial print, 
which we are happy to find has a very 
extensive cireulation, more p:irticulHrly, 
in Liiiciilnshire, Huntingdouihire, Coin- 
^liHdgevhire, and parts adjaceut. 

The PaoPBiETOR of the Stahfor^ 
Xiws hill received (lie notice usual <m 



<Qch occasions, that a proteeuihn has 
been commenced af^iust him by Sir 
Ficary Gibh^ the Attornej-geoeral, for 
publishing an articrle, which appeared 
HI his paper of Friday the 24tb of Ja* 
£ust last, entitled, <* ONE THOUSAND 
LASHES!"— Cireumstances had pre- 
viously come to his kno\%lef{ge which in* 
duced him to expect such nn event ; be 
therefore was not taken bj surprise. 
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The Examiner^ a respectable Sunday 
jmimaly copied (we suppose from coin- 
cidence of of^nion) the greater part of 
the article in question, intimating tbnt 
ii was extraried from the Stamford 
News. Sir Victny^ it would seem, it 
a very attentive reader of the Examiner y 
and so far we are happy in having an 
oppoHunity to comphment his taste ; 
but as he has twice unsuccessfully pm- 
fecuted that print, there appears, wc 
are sorry to say, some reason to suspect, 
th;it hefdoes not always understand what 
he reads. He has now attacked it for 
tlie third time, and our strictures on the 
mode of punishment ^y Jhgging, which 
distinguishes the British army, are the 
cause. We of course shall be excustd 
for devoutly hoping, that his judgment 
may appear as faulty in this instance of 
its exercise, as it has appeared in the 
former cases alluded to. — Having heard 
of the notice which our remarks had at- 
tracted, as they appeared in the Esamir- 
ner^ we felt assured that they would 
jiot pass unheeded in the News; and 
our anticipation was just, for Mr. Dra- 
KARD (the publisher of tlie ftamjbrd 
Neios) was, a few days ago, served 
with a legal intimation that a criminal 
information had been filed against him, 
by the Attorney-General, io the name 
of the King. 

Our friends, we are sure, will be glad 
to learn, that the PROPtutrrOR has de- 
termtned to carry the matter before a 
jury. Experience has shewn that the 
opinions formed by Sir Vicary Gtbbs^ 
<Hi the political writings |which pass un- 
der his inspection, are not always cor- 
rect. — But, setting aside that fact, as 
we address oursdvet to the country^ 
and with a view to promote what we 
deem its bert interests, it would he n«t 
more cowardly than iujndicious, to 
•hrriik from its decision, and, as a pre- • 
ferable allernalive, acquiesce in the 
guilt imputed to us by an Aitorney-Ge* 
neral. — It is true that several persons, I 
connected with newspapers, who have 
recently been prosecuted for libel, have 
(in the legal phrase) allowed judgment 
to go hi/ dff'avU — that is to say, they 
have cof)f<;ij«^ed the justice of tlie chifrge 
brought against them by not attempting 
to prove then* innocence. In such a 
case, the accusation does not come on 
to bd tr'i€'\ before a jnry at all ; and the 
jutfge^ l^aVf? onl V kb yass sentence against 
an admitted crime. This Course is 
usually 'adopted through an idea that 



submission may purchase mercy; and 
if a man is sensible that his only hope 
depends upon the operation of the feel- 
ing of mercy, he acts wisely in avoiding 
an appeal to the principles of justice. 
Should a libellous paragraph have crept 
into a prmt through ignorance or inad- 
vertence, a frank acknowledgement of 
error, and a quiet submission to the pu- 
nishment of the law, form the mo&t no- 
ble, as well as the roost prudent conduct 
that can he pursaed under such a mis* 
fortune; but when a newspaper *.:is, 
like the Stamford News, publicly 
pledged itself to certain political prin^i- 
ples ; when it has assumed a decided 
tone in its political disquisitiftns, and 
avowed Its purpose to inculcate, through 
good report, or through bad report, cer^ 
rain doctrines, — if, in the prosecution 
of irs great end, it should attract the 
anger of the men in power, we' do not 
see how it can draw back from its own 
defence, without at the s^me time wiih- 
dravp ing from and disgranng its cause, 
at least as much that cause can be dis- 
graced by the weakness of a disciple. 

It IS proper that these observations 
should not be regarded as merely ex- 
pressing the ideas of the Editor, who, 
althougn ^he author of the article de- 
nounced as libellous, is not included in 
the prosecution : thev are the calm, de^ 
cided, and conscientious sentiments of 
the Proprietor, and he wishes them 
to he thus declared. It is pretty well 
known, in the district to which the cir- 
culation of the News is chiefly confined, 
that he does not himself conduct its po- 
Uti^al discussion ; but it is due to him 
to explahi that he bus not considered 
his paper so exclusively in the light of 
a commercial speculation as to be in- 
diiferent to the truth or falsehood of the 
language which it holds to the public. 
Under the preseut circumstances it af- 
fords much satisfaction to the writer of 
these remarks, that his sentiments are 
thus cordially and manfully supported 
by the Proprietor ; and that tlve per- 
fect unity of opinion, which has hitherto 
prevailed between thein, has not been 
lu any degree interrupted hy an event 
which was certainly calculated to put 
its durability to the test. 

At present it might be indecorous, 
and it certainly would be impolitic, to 
enter at .ill on the merits of the question 
between us and the Attorney-General, 
as it must hereafter receive a solemn 
arid legal decision. We shall only ob- 
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serve, for the satisfaction of our many 
friends, who, we know, will have their 
inxfety strongly excited hy the informa- 
tion we have now given them, that, on 
n careful re-/:onsideration of ilie article 
complained against by Sir Vicuty Gihbt, 
we are decidedly of opinion that it is 
only through some unaccountnhle mis- 
apprehension on his part that we are 
culled upon to defend it ; in this opinion 
we are fortified by autliority of a very 
respectable description. At all events, 
we shall discharge our diitj by bringing 
Hie matter ^o a legal issue ; and we £) 
cvprchend, iakins^ the nature of the slric^ 
tures atserted to be Ubelioux into conside- 
ratiotiy ihat a matter more eisentially 
eonnected with the liberties of the coun- 
try, as di pending on the liberty of' the 
jyresSf never came on to be. tried. 

That a difiercnce of sentiment should 
exist on abstract questions of politics is 
to he expected, but by all honest men 
of all parties, it will be admitted, that 
the affairs of that nation must be in a 
very untoward state, in which an indivi- 
dual of upright intentions, and irre- 
proachable habits of life, shall feel him- 
self compelled, by a sense of duty, in 
the discharge of what is allowed to he 
an honourable and useful calling, to ex- 
pose himself to the visitation of the law', 
and to the nsk of punishment. Yet if 
it be illegal to proclaim the crime of a 
public mauf or the ill tendency of a pub- 
lic measure^ however apparent and pre- 
judicial to the public^ \ow we would atk^ 
is a journalist to escape the penalty due 
to guilt, without meriting it by aban- 
doning his integrity f There can be no 
doubt, for instance, that the writer who 
should have ventured, from a knowledge 
of their truth, to publish those circum- 
stances connected with the Duke of 
York's conduct as commander in chief, 
which afterwards came out before the 
bouse of Commons, would have been 
prosecute^ and severely punished. He 
would, however, have published nothine 
but fact, and by publishing it he would 
have done a great service to the political 
interests, as well as to the moral cha- 
racter of the country. Is it not, then, 
a sad thing, that a man of fair charac- 
ter, who discharges ari|;ht the duties of 
relationship, and those which arise out 
pf the intercourse of friendship and of 
business — (duties which are usually con- 
sidered to try tlie heart and tfafe under- 
standing in at least an equal degree with 
those of a more general nature}— is it 



not a sad tiling that such a one should 
find himself involved in the net of the 
law^ and dragged to p»4iishment, al- 
though his conscience, on a dispassioD- 
ate appeal to it,. shall jierfectly acquit 
him of crime ! We say that the system 
which renders so unhappy an event poft- 
sible, cannot be a good one ; and it will 
be regarded with sad fon^bodiiigs hy 
those who can look a little below the 
surface, and discern how much of what 
is permanent, as well as what is re- 
spectable in a government, depends up- 
on the support it may derive from the 
opinion of the virtuous amongst its peo« 
pie. Surely it must shock and distress 
those who preside in our courts, that 
their severest reproofs should be heard 
unabashed, not by the callous pnifligate, 
but by him of virtuous deportment — 
that the law should descend in all its 
terrors on the head, which, instead of 
bowing under a sense of guilt, is uplifted 
in cniiscious rectitude before God and 
the world. If the sentence of the judge 
in the legal tribunal, be not repeated to 
him that is punished by the small and 
btill, but stern voice of that unerring 
judge whose tribunal is in bis own 
breast, — then may it be confidently a^ 
firmed that power is engaged in a disas- 
trous and unhrS conflict against mind; 
— a conflict from which it neither can 
nor ought to come off victorious. 

The trial of tlie Paopbietor of this 
paper will take place at Lincoln^ next 
assizes; before this, however, the trial 
of the proprietors of The Examiner will 
have been brought on in Westminster 
Hall — it is supposed some time in the 
month of February. It is a comfortable 
reflection that public approbation of the 
Stamford News has, at this early pe- 
riod, so established its prosperity, as to 
leave Mr. Drakard nothing to fear for 
his property from the issue of the prose- 
cution. — With a perfect confidence, 
then, in his own innocence, in the up- 
'right intentions of the judges of the land, 
and m the discrimination and indepen- 
dence of a jury, — he prepares himself 
for the contest. A mind thus made up 
cannot easily be shaken ; and, perhaps, 
his own words, addressed to the writer 
of this article, will convey to the public 
the surest pledge of the conduct which 
may be expected from him : — ** If Sir 

** ViCABY TBI NR TO DISTURB MY QUIET, 
'* HE WILL FIND QIMSELF VSRT MUC« 
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FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE*. 



VoToning-strfet, Jan, 14, 1811. 
ji Dispatch, of which the f of lowing U 
t^copy^ xvas yesterday received at 
the qfice of the Earl of Livcrpooiy 
addressid to his lordship by Lieut.- 
GeneralViscount Wellington, dated 
Cartaxo, Dee. 21. 1810. 
Mt Lord, — ^The enemy still con- 
tinue in their position at Sanlareni, 
fn which no alteration of consequence 
has been made since 1 addressed your 
lordbhip on the 15th instant. They 
continue to collect boalb on the Ze- 
aere, over which river they have now 
two or three bridges. The enemy 
have shown themselves on the Lower 
Coa, according to the last accounts 
from General Silviera, but not, in 
his opinion, in such force as to pass 
that river. The reports which I had 
received of the march of the troops 
of the 9th corps towards Madrid, 
have not been confirmed. The last 
accounts which 1 have recoived from 
Cadiz are of the 8th instant.— I 
have, &c. . Wellington. 

The following Extract of a Dispatch 
from Lord Viscount Wellington, 
^ dated tartaxo, Dec. t?9, 18 10, ^a* 
been received at the Office of the 
Earl of Liverpool. 
Since I addressed you on the 22d 
Instant, 1 have received reports that 
the enemy's troops which had retired 
fiom Lower Beira, in the end of last 
and the beginning of this month, 
had crossed the Coa at Almeida, on 
the 15lh and \6th instant, and had 
moved into Upper Beira, by the roads 
of Pinhel and Trancoso, and of Al- 
verca and Celcrico. 1 have not been 
able to ascertain exactly the strength 
of the body of troops which have 
entered by this frontier, but it is 
suted to be 1 6,000 or 17,000 men, 
and consists, 1 should imagine, not 
oijly pf Gardanne's division, but of 
some, if not the whole, of the troops 
^f the 9lh corps. By the last ac- 



counts I have of these troops the sd* 
vanced guard had arrived at Maceira, 
in the valley of the Mondego, on the 
22d, and their progress has not been 
rapid. But if they have continued 
their march, they ought by this time 
to be in communication with ^he 
•nemy's posts in the neighbourhood 
of Thomar. General Silviera had 
retired with his division of troops to 
Moimenlo de Beira; but he and 
Gen. Miller and CoL Wilson were 
prepared to act across the Mondego 
upon the flanks and rear of tlie ene- 
my's, troops, the whole of which it 
appears were marchnig on the left 
of that river. Na alteration hat 
been made in the position of the 
enemy's troops in front of this army, 
excepting that a detachment of be- 
tween two or three thousand caval« 
ry and infantiy had recently moved 
into Lower Beira, across the Zezere 
tdwards Castello Branco, probably 
with a view to gain intelligence. By 
accounts frotn Estremadura, it ap- 
pears that Generals Mendizabal and 
Ballasteros have had some succesa 
in their operation against a division 
l^elonging to Morticr^s corps, which 
had been stationed in Llcrena. They 
have obliged this division to retire 
from Guadalcanal, with some loss* 

FROM THE FOREIGN PRINTS. 



CONSERVATIVE SENATE. 

Paris, Dec. 9. 

The Minister of State, Count Regnaud 
De Si. Jean D'Angeiy, read the follow- 
ing report of the war minister to his 
imperial and reyal Majesty : — 

Sire— According to the laws of our 
militnrv organization, the con«cription 
' should'be raised On the 1st of January, 
1811. I therefore submit to your Ma- 
jesty the project ofvi Senatus Consultum. 

Ihave not disting»iished the conscrip- 
tion of this year into active and reserve 
contingents^ bf-cao^ it appeared to ine, 
that the iotention of your M^esty was 
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only to make levies p^rogressiYeijry tm6 
m tbe course of the year. 

In proportion as the new cmiseripts 
arrive tinder their colours, an equal nu|n- 
her of old soldiers must be sent hack to 
^Itmr homes* A great many have alrea- 
-dy rw-eiitered tliem, and your Majesty 
will take into your consideration tbe cir* 
ciim»iances of lite war in Spain and 
Portugal, in order to authorise me to* 
grant more or less delliiitive discharges. 
' Tlie-coiiscripiion is the basis of the 
'litoiperiry of France; it is that which, 
inr so many year^, has removed far from 
onr territory the scourges of war. 

When your Majesty shall have coo- 
elnded a maritime peace, and shall be 
•hie to dislmnd your armies^ it will be, 
r'fually ne»:essary to r^ise, every year, 
» pert of the conscription, for the pur- 

G9n of uiaintamiog the forces of yonr 
ajesty on B footing which is itiitablc 
to your empire; but I- do not reckon 
tliat there will then be any necessity for 
more than a third of ^the conscription 
which I propose to raise at present, 
which will form at the most only one- 
nanth of tbe males Hable to be called 
ofwi as oonscrtptSi It is- obvioes, then, 
hfw much that contribotion , will be 
IfghteiMNl— the first in importance of 
those which the Frendi owe to their, 
countiy. The militia, which appeared 
a mrvderated institution, but which was 
i^gravated by a multitude of exemptions, 
WN*igbed heavily on the nation after the 
wwrf of Loitis XIV. and even the wars 
of Flanders and Bohemia. 

The conscriptiun of 1811 wilt occasion 
eftraf^rdinary expences for the first 
clothiog and equipment, for the expen- 
ces of the march, &c. of so considtrable 
aiHiniber uf men. I have brought them 
to the budget of tl»e year, and they are 
oiiuprehendcd iu the genc»ral arrange- 
DYenis which yonr Majesty has ma«le for 
lite finances of that service, without that 
augmentation of ex pence rendenng ue* 
cessary any augmentuiion of taxes. — My 
department feels the efFccts of the pros- 
perous Slate of.your MajesiyV finances. 
Scarcely do a k'w contested accounts, 
and which rtquire examiimtioo, refuuin 
to he paid ; no part of tbe sen'ice Ian- 
gnisiies; and all my expences, formerly 
so niMch iu arri.\ir, are brought up to 
the present day. — I am wiili respect, Aic. 
Tlie Duke of I'kltre, Minister at Wai. 
Tlie lii'port being read. Count lirj^- 
nntid De Saint Jeau D*Ang(;ly spoke ixs 
follows : — 



BEVATOBS—Wben his Majesty swn- 
moned under his eagles the conscriptions 
of 1809 and 18 JO, before tbe ordinary 
period, he amiouuced victory and peace 
as the reward of the devotion of hii 
joung soldiers. 

The Emperor kept his word : he van- 
quished and pacified, without having 
any need to anticipate again the period 
when it is the duty of frenchmen sobject 
to the conscription to pay ibeir debt to 
their country. 

Time has brought roaod the reiom of 
the periodic tenn, when • caU »ust 
take place. « 

At the commencement of 1811, the 
conscripts of that year must prepare 
themselves to enter successively tb^ 
ranks, in order to replace either those 
brave men who have fallen in battle, or 
the veterans who repair to the boeoro of 
their Ann>lies« carrying with tbeiB their 
glory, and seeking repose. 

The number raised oo the anterior 
conscriptions has been 190,000 men; 
but the call has only been made to jroo 
sbccessively, and with the dtstinctba 
of immediate destinatioo and that of re- 
serve. 

Even though the whole of a levy equal 
to that of preceding couscriptions imiy 
not be necessary at present, yet lus 3ia- 
jesty has-thought that it was better to- 
place at the disposal of his war-minister 
the number of couscrip^ts empkyed ia 
preceding years. 

They shall not be forthwith called up- 
on, but successively, iu virtue of de- 
crees of his Majesty, aiul as ofteo as 
they shull be wanted. 

No augmentation <f revenue mil i^ 
neceitary ; and theJuntU assigned by tk4 
budget f^ \Q\Ofox that serrire, or dU- 
poseablefor that of 1811, uiU iuffkejor 
the expcnce of' these ttpo years, and Jor 
all the branches of' the service. 

To maintain herself m an honourable 
attitude, to shew Wrself protecting or 
threaienmg in the eyes of her friends or 
her enemies, France has no need, gen- 
tlemen, of any new efifort, of any extia- 
ordinary sacrifiire. 

For it is i^ot thus that we are ever to 
designate the levy of the conscriptioQ — 
a personal tribute, a pledge of the in- 
dependence of the power and of ibe 
gJory of the empire, and which must, 
in lime, of peace as in time of war, he ' 
paid every yefir either in a greacet ur t 
less proportiolt 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i«ni] 



■f»rmgH Tiue^mee, 



9K^ 



And the 'irmlmv.m of tlnit proportkm 
must always be eveo in puce, m a com- 
ponent ratio, firtl of result of the or* 
dinary inoitfdHy* and secoiMUy^ of the 
4)aaiber of discbarges that are. giv^iu 

The number of discharges will then 
be that of a fifth pf the anny, if it ahould 
not happen thilt a great number of 
Frenchmen prefer the military life, its 
glorious chances, mid its honourable 
dangers, to a repose or a labour of which 
they h9ve got out of the habit. 

The%e h^ve men thus voluntarily, and 
for a time which i>ften embraces the du* 
ration of their live?, pay the debt o^ a 
part of their fellow-citizens, ai the same 
ctrae-vhat they form in all the corps of 
the army that inexhaustible reserve, 
that stiKk of old warriors, upon whose 
€>xample the new levies are formed, and 
lyho tMisure victory. 

When reflecting on the extent of their 
devotion, on the duration of their ser- 
vices, what Frenchman can hesitate' to 
join them, when he hears the voice of 
the country which calls him, of the law 
which commands hna, and of the glory 
which awaitd him, 

' FarU^ Dec. 15. — 'The counsclW 
c^ state, Count Caffarelli, presented 
the following £J7KW^;— 

Senators — Wc are comrai^sfoned 
by his Majesty to present to you 
the project of stmdui tamultum^ in 
which ydu will take pleasure in re- 
marking the character of public uti-, 
lity, of energy, and of foresight, 
which belongs to the vast concep- 
tions of his Majesty. 

The empire enjoys tti« most pro- 
found peace r the nations which sur- 
round It, deeply convinced that the 
surest pledge of their repose will 
constantly be found in their alliance 
with the French poople, every duy 
draw closer the ties which unite 
them to it, and appear to constitute 
only one and the sanie great family, 
by their sentiments towards the au- 
gust chief of France* 

And if the horrors of war still de- 
solate the extremities of Europe, if 
the misled portion of a neighbouring 
nation, agitated by factions, still 
mistake its true interests, you know, 
geBtkmeD, that th^ cause must be 



soughtfbr'm tbe perfiditvtjsmafchin** 
tions of that gotermnent, the eitomy 
of Europe, which, repelled ard me* 
taaccd on all sides, has no longer 
any thing but a single comer, whrrc 
it is still able to fan the flame of dis« 
cord and of civil dfssentiotis. 

England blockades the ports of 
Europe; she parades upon the seas; 
her ships, every where the objects of 
reprobation; she seeks opcntuf;^ for 
the produce of her manufa<:inre% 
piled up in the warehouses ' ot her 
dismayed inhabitants.. Her criminal 
system is nxugnized ; lier snares 
have lost their effect ; the nations at 
last knovr ho:; to appreciate both 
her fatal alliante and her disastroui 
services. 

Amidst the calm whrch his Ma- 
jesty has re-established in ihe em- 
pire and in Europe, he is occupied 
with the amelioration of his maHn<r; 
and his genius suggests to htm efli- 
cactous means for opposing to hi« 
enemies upon the seas, numerwirt 
fleets, animated, like his veteran and 
formidable phalanxes, with adesirrJ 
at last to conqtier an unrver5af 
peace. The will of his Majesty shall 
be always that of destiny; for power 
and genius never will in vain. 

Already, gentlemen, at the voice 
ef his Majesty, maritime establish- 
ments arc created ; our coasts, the 
extent of which is augmcnicnd, are 
every when» defended by cowra«e^ 
and fortified by art; the arsenals 
arc provided with necessary mate> 
rials; ships are rising in our ports, 
and our fleet will one day try their 
strencjth with those of the enemy, 
and reign upon the seas. 

But to arm these vessels, to equip 
them, his Majesty has felt that he 
stood in need of seamen. Those 
who at present man his squadrons, 
would not be sufficient for the great- 
ness of his plans ; new means are 
necessary for new views. 

Comnjercc and fisheries, which 
were wont to furnish seamen for the 
state, are at present too inconsidcr- 
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able, and & new system must be 
forthwith resorted to for supplying 
the wants of the country. 

At the voice of his Majesty there 
issues from the maritime depart- 
ments, a croud of young men, who, 
being at once sailors and soldiers, 
will shew themselves worthy rivals 
of those who have raised so hij^h the 
glory of the arms of the empire. 

We shall now unfold to you, gen- 
tlemen, the basis of that institution, 
from which his Majesty expects the 
most advantageous results. 

The Etopcror has piTceived that 
the mode of conscription can alone 
procure for the marine thove sources 
of men it requires; but Kc has felt 
that this mode could not be extended 
through the whole of our territory, 
for the inclinations of men art? gene- 
rally the fruit of their habits. Thus, 
the inhabitants of the towns of the 
interior never see the sea or sea- 
men; a stranger to that element, to 
that mode of life, he forms to him- 
self only a monstrous idea of it : he 
prefers the land service, for which 
the innumerable victories of our ar- 
mies have already excited his early 
enthusiasm, 

The inhabitant of the coast, on 
the contrary, from his earliest years 
IS hearing the sea servic^ talked of; 
around him every thing presents the 
image of it; while yet a child he 
gambols in that element, upon which 
he will one day brave the storm and 
the battle. Born on the coasts ad- 
jacent to those of the enemy, he feels 
the necessity of his defending them, 
because he has to protect his family 
and his proptTty. He is actuated 
more than any ether with the feel- 
ing of resistance to aggression ; he is 
at once a man and a citizen. 

It is from the maritime depart- 
ments then, that the marine must be 
recruited ; it is from the Ime of coasts 
that must be made the selection of 
men destined to serve on the sea. 

But the profession of the seaman 
is liable to so many vicissitudes and 



dangers, that it is neceuiry to com' 
mence it from the most tender age, 
when the organs are docile, ike body 
flexible, and habits are contracted 
without difficulty. It is necessary that 
the mariner should he early accus- 
tomed to peril, and learn to face k 
with a smile. 

Young sailors shall therefore bt 
selected at the age of from 13 to itf; 
if younaer, the state would wait too 
long before it can enjoy their ser- 
vice; if older, the physical constitu- 
tion of man could only be bent with 
difficulty to all the toils of seaman- 
ship. 

Here it is our doty to comnunt- 
cate one of those fine thoughts of the 
Emp<Tor — that of initiating from the 
present moment, these young con^ 
scripts, in the career which they art 
destined to run. 

His Majesty has formed crews for 
ships, and crews for flotillas. The 
former, composed of experienced 
mariners, will man the ships; for 
the latter, his Majesty is fitting out 
in his ports small vessels, comman- 
ded by skilful officers; on board 
which will be exercised in roaofleu- 
vres, in steering, in the use of arms, 
those young seamen, whom the «flw- 
tv$ cuitsuihiM^ which we present, 
summons to the honour of serving 
their country. 

Doubtless, gentlemen, the expe- 
rience which they will acquire ia 
the navigation of the coasts and in 
the roadf, will not be so great as 
that communicated by distant expe- 
ditions ; but they will tlnis be fami- 
liarized with their state, they will see 
and will vanquish its difficulties; they 
will acquire a taste forit,even in this 
way, that it will present to them ob- 
stacles which they will have to sur- 
mount ; and in a few years they will 
be fit to serve in a more useful man- 
ner on board the ships of his Majesty. 

At the same time that his Majes- 
ty projected means for training ta 
himself seamen, he has ordered the 
necessary measuiies for forming the 
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officers wb© are to command them. 
Every tbin^ is connected in his coa- 
cfptions; their whole always bears 
the impression of the genius who 
presides gver the prosperity of the 
empire. 

Art. I. The coast-districts of the 
thirty depurtments hereafter named fchdl 
ceaw to contribute to the conscription 
for ttie Innd-army, nnd shall be reserved 
UfT the conscription of the sea-service. 

II. Tlie following are the thirty de- 
partments in which the maritime districts 
shall be reserved*: — 

Maritime Alps, Appenn'mes, Aude, 
mouths of the Ilhonf, Cjilvados, Lower 
Cliarentee, coasts of the North, Dyle, 
the Scheldt, Finisterre, Gard, G*'noa, 
Gifonde, Ileraolt, He aud Vilwnf, 
X/indes, Lower Ltiire, Lys, Manche, 
Monteootte, Morbilian, two Net hers, 
Nord, Pus de Calais, J-owerP>rennees, 
Eastern PyrennebS, Lower Seine, Sonuue, 
Var, Wnidee. 

I IT. Ten thousand conscripts of eagh 
of the classes oH813, 1814, 1815, and 
1816, shall be immediately placed at 
che disposal of the Minister of Marine. 

IV. The present Senatus C«»nv\i!tnm 
ehiill l>e tranMuitted in a messui^e lo hjs 
Majesty the Emperor and King. 

Constantinople, Dec, 2.— The tur- 
bulence and sedition of those who 
trtiould bt^ our defenders has once 
more stained the pride of cities with 
blood and slaughter. The events of 
the war with the infidels an* known 
to every true believer. Notwith- 
standing the great efforts made by 
his Sublime Highness (whom may 
God ever bless) to inspire his army 
with an invincible spirit — to impart 
his foresight and skill to its valiant 
leaders ; that success which may, be 
merited, but which is not in the 
power of feeble mortals lo command, 
has not attended our arms. The 
Russians, at the commencement of 
the war, possessed themselves of Mol- 
davia and Wallachia, the advanced 
posts of the empire. Aware of the 
incalculable advantages of obtaining 
posstession of the fortresses oil its 
Vanks, their armies were reinforced, 
VOL. vili. 



their men goaded to hazardous *dA 
destructive enterprizes, and a popu- 
lous, but treacherous province (Ser- 
via) urged to rebellion. — IIis sublime 
Highness made incredible etforts to 
stem the torrent, which threatened 
tlie empire and the religion of the 
Prophet with ruin. He succeeded. 
For though Silistria, Rudschuk, and 
Nocopolis fell, it was not until after 
a great waste of blood, and the ene- 
my had bven so weakened as to be 
incapable of pursuing his advanla^e. 
As the events of war arc uncertain, 
and as the blessed Prophet has him- 
self recoinmenJed that policy should 
be used where force may fail, wc 
thought it right to listen to the over- 
tures for negociating a peace. Wc 
dispatched oQiccrs to make known 
our conditions. We did not think 
that this our laudable anxiety to pro- 
cure so great a blessing would be 
mis-interpreted. 

Will wicke(h and ungrateful men, 
forgetting the submission they owed 
to us as the lineal descendant of the 
Pruphet, artfully prepared a tale 
for the ear of the credulous, that 
we had renounced the glories of our 
illustrious line, and destined the sub- 
jection of the Crescent. Immediate- 
ly the Janissaries, those sworn foes 
to discipline and order, were seen 
hastening from every quarter with 
arms in their hands. They in- 
structed their pariizans to declare 
that reform and the feraoval of ob- 
noxious men were their objects ; 
and when by these artifices they had 
swelled their forces to 40,000 men, 
they avowed their real intentions, 
called out for " War," and to be re- 
stored to all their former privileges. 
— His Sublime Highness witnessed 
these proceedings with aliliclion, but* 
not with dismay. He could have 
relied on the affection of his people, 
but was dehirous of sparing the effu- 
sion of blood. He retired on the 
night of -he 24lh on board the Otto* 
mail fleet, having previously dis- 
patched trusty messengers to the dU* 
3 ¥ 
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fercnt Puckaliks,^ with intelligence 
of the revolt. All attempts to bring 
those deluded men to reason, proved 
ineffectual. They violated the se- 
ras^lio, plundered the treasures^ and 
forced open the houses of the citi- 
zens for valuables. In the wanton- 
ness of their anger, they fired one of 
the quarters of the city, by which 
many houses were destroyed. At 
length, on the 27lh, the troops who 
were to quell this rebellious spirit 
began to arrive. The Janissaries 
marched out to meet the advanced 
body; but though they were double 
in number, the imposing attitude of 
those btavo men made them fall 
back. On the following day, dread- 
ing to be attacked in their quarters, 
they drew up in order of battle : 
they advanced to the charge with 
fury, and fought like men animated 
by despair. After a few hours con- 
test, their ranks were broken, and 
they fled : being pursued from strret 
to street, scarcely uuy escaped. It 
is computed that 18,000 of these 
traitors have been slain. 

Ibramim, Reis Etfendi. 
' Warsaw, Dec, 10. — Our virtuous 
and benevolent governor has, by 
command of his Majesty the Empe- 
ror and King, made known, that 
preparatory to other great designs 
HI our favour, the peasantry on the 
estates of our nobles shall be eman- 
cipated in a manner hereafter to be 
regulated. In the interim, the chil- 
dren born of such parents from the 
month of January, arc to be consider- 
ed, free: the expence of their miiinte- 
nance to be defrayed by the nobles 
on whose estates they may l>e born, 
till further measures Can be adopted. 
This amelioration of an useful and 
virtuous class of subjects, long call- 
ed for by every consideration of-J^u- 
mauity and policy, belongs. to the 
Groat Napoleon, and will ensure to 
the stale additional and zealous de- 
fenders. 

Coruiina, Dec. 28. — A plot has 
liet'n discovered a^aiiut th« Cortes 



here of of a most formidable kind. 
The intention appears to have been 
to destroy the public authorities, t9 
raise the standard of rebellion against 
the Cortes, and to form a separate 
government for Gallicia, at the head 
of which were to be placed the prin- 
cipal conspirators. 

Some suspected individuals have 
been arrested, and on thera have 
been found papers and documents 
in which it is stated, that in the 
districts of Orense and Toy only, 
there were more than 30,000 men 
in arms, prepared to support and 
accomplish this nefarious Rcvulu* 
tion. 

It is reported, that the distin* 
guished projectors of this rebellion 
are persons of rank, and are well 
known, and that they were among 
the most violent alarmists at the 
time of the expulsion of the French 
from this part of the country. 

It will appear extraordinary, that 
a province which has not yet sent 
10,000 men into the field, can sup- 
ply 30,000 for the purposes of mis- 
chief and crime. 

Letters have been received (torn 
Oporto to the recent date of the 3i 
of November, by which it apjiears, 
that by the road of Viseu, from Ce- 
lerico, a body of French troops, to 
the number of about 6000 infantry, 
2000 cavalry and artillery, ha^'e 
proceeded to Puerto Marsella, four 
leagues from Coimbra, on the South* 
ern shore of the Mondego. It seems, 
that although Generals Silveiria and 
^liller, as well as Colonel Trant, 
were in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the route of these troops, 
they were in no sufHcient strength 
to resist their junction with themain 
body. 

. A Proclamation from the Spanish 
Reot ncy has been issued, inviting 
artists to exercise their talents and 
their patriotism' in making plans for 
the execution of a national monu- 
ment of the gratitude of the Spanish 
nation to the King of Great Britain, 
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lor the generosity which that Sove- 
reign hasdisplayed in assisting Spain. 
The monument is to be an obelisk 
or pillar of stone, erected in some 
public place, with basso relievos oa 
its base. 

The principles of Revolution con- 
tinue to make a rapid but humane 
progress in the Western world. Au- 
thentic documents have been receiv- 
ed, !iupplying the particulars of the 
formation of a new junta in the is- 
land of Cuba, at the head of which 
appi*ars the name of the venerable ' 
Archbishop of the Settlement. Cu- 
ba is an accession to the cause of 
South American independence, of 
the greatest importance to its suc- 
cess* h i^ situated at the entrance 
of the Gulf of Florida, and may be 
considei'ed as the floodgate of those 
capacious waters. The port is the 
finest in the universe, and within 
its extensive enclosure, a thousand 
ships may ride in perfect safety. It 
is the place of rcndeivous for the 
treasures from Porto Bello and Vera 
Cruz, and from this magnificent em- 
porium, prior to the )ate war, 50 
millions of dollars were annually 
. sent to feed the avarice, pamper the 
luxpry, and foster the indolence of 
the Spanish people. 

The last lett^ from Cadiz are 
truly mortifying to those who ex- 
pected from the meeting of the Cor- 
tes the birth of a generous popular 
spirit in the country. Their deba- 
ting with shut doors, and other 
acts, have damped the public ar- 
dour — and we lament to hear that 
the new regency, like the old, has 
lost all its influence on the people. 
The immense distance to which the 
French throw theiff heavy shells, has 
terrified the inhabitants of Cadiz. 
Sorae of the bom^ fell in ihe very 
centre of the city; and though by 
being loaded with lead, they did lit- 
tle mischief, yet they served to af- 
fright the timorous, and to serve the 
views of the disaflected. The thing 
*^ly to be dreaded is, . that the 



French will establish their position 
between the city and the isle of 
Leon, a thing which we apprehend 
the Britibh cannot prevent ; and in 
that case, no great dependance is 
to be had on the energy of the Spa- 
nish garrison. 

Letters from Lisbon state that the 
government bills drawn on the trea- 
sury here fiom Portugal amount 
monthly to about 500,0001. or an- 
nually to six millions sterling. A 
Portuguese agent is paid three quar- 
ters per cent, for merely putting hii^ 
name to these bills to pass them on 
the Lisbon Exchange. From the 
pnce of bills regulated by the ex- 
change, there is a loss of nearly 5 
per cent. more. But these disad- 
vantages are trifling compared to 
the rest. The payntent for the bills 
is half in money and half in paper, 
and on the subsequent conversion of 
this moiety of the amount in paper, 
there is a loss of 27 per cent, or of 
ld| per cent, on the whole sum. By 
what is here explained, it will be 
evident that the whole loss, from the 
mode of payment thus adopted, i^ 
at the rate of upwards of one mil- 
lion sterling per annum. 

Letters have been received from 
Hamburgh to the 5th inst. They 
state that the French flag was for- 
mally displayed on the 1 st inst. when 
the annexation of the city to France 
took place. Thq senate continued 
to discharge their functions, ^ut it 
was understood that their authority 
would cease as soon as a new govern- 
ment was organised. — Davoust, it 
was expected, wou'ld be appointed 
lieutenant, or governor-general of the 
Ilanse Towns and districts thereunto 
ap]>ertaining. 

A new settl<^ment has been made 
by the King of Wirtemberg of the 
succession to his throne, which de- 
termines the right of the crown in 
tlic male line, to the perpetual and 
entire exclusion of females, thus 
rendering it impossible for the pre- 
sent princess, as being of Englts' 
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origin, ever to reap any honoors in 
WIrtcinberg. The French papers, 
from which the above is taken, are 
filled with details of the conflagration 
and destruction of English articles, 
and with long addresses from the 
^chambers of commerce, thanking 
the Emperor for the salutary mea- 
8UR» of destroying the property of 
their rivals. 

Dreadful Conflagration, — letters 
from India stale, that the forc»sl of 
ImeUdbar (in the kingdom of Ava,) 
was, through the negligoncj^ of some 
woodcutters, who had kindled a 
fire at the root of several lofty trees, 
in a state of conflagration in the 
early part of June. The forest was 
65 miles in lengih,'and 28 in breadth; 
and such was the power of the 
frames, aided by a high wind, that 
masses of burning wood weighing 
half a ton, were carried through the 
air to a distance of ,20 miles* Fifty 
villages in the vicinity of the forest 
were destroyed. Many of the un* 
fortunate and idolatrous natives, be- 
lieving the calamity to be a direct 
visitation of some vengeful ^eity, 
and not choosing to survive the loss 
of their property, precipitated ihem-. 
selves into the flames. — At the date'^ 
of these letters the conflagration had 
continued with unabating fierceness 
for five weeks; and from the vast 
area in which the body of fire lay, 
together with the contiguity of other 
forests, the destruction of half the 
kingdom appeared certain. 

Bonaparte hassetthd upon Louis, 
the Ex- King of Holland, two mil- 
lions of francs, as a Prince of the 
Fivnch empire ; one half landed pro- 
perty, the other half secured by pen- 
sion. The landed property to go to 
his issue. 

Two ships arrived a short time 
since from Spain, laden with silver 
imagt's of Saints, and other reliques, 
w hich were all cut before shipping, 
Xo avoid the duty, which would 
otherwise have been chargeable up- 
on the plate in this country. A con- 



siderable number of the figures were 
from the finest of the antiques. 

in the last Moniteurs received, 
there arc general allusions to a re- 
gi'ncy in this country, accoropaniod 
with observations, which evidently 
shew, that as soon as the Prrnce of 
Wales is appointed Regent, and there ' 
is a change of ministers, a paciac 
overture will be madefrom the Frencl 
government ! * 

Two mails arrived from Ireland 
on Saturday. The accounts brou<^ht 
by them represent several parts of 
Ireland to be in the most lurbulenl 
state of insubordination. In the 
coiuities of Tipperary and Water- 
ford, nocturnal murders and robbe* 
riis of (ire arms have been perpetra- 
ted to an nfiajming* extent, and the 
various banditti b<>gin now to unite, 
conceivirijj themselves strong enough 
for open rebellion. 

.J'he discussions between this coun- 
try and America begin to assnroe a 
very hostile appearance. From the 
official documents presented to con- 
gress, we now find, that the Ameri- 
can government no longer complain 
exclusively of our ordei-s in council, 
but demand the renunciation of Mr. 
Fox's blockading order of 180(), 
which they consider as the first and 
greatest grievance. Th^ non-inter- 
course law is expected to hrrevived 
against this country. 

American papers to the 22il ult 
were icceived in town on the ipti" 
in St. Jt appears by a report of Mr. 
Gallatin to the house of representa- 
tives, that the actual receipts paid 
into the public treasury, for the year 
ending Sept. 10, 1810, have ex- 
ceeded the expenditure (in which is 
included the interest of the public 
debt) by a sum of 500,000 dollars. 
The ex pence of the pri*ci»ding year 
had exceeded that of the receipts by 
a sum of 1,300,000 dollars, which 
difference in the two years, says tbc 
report, arises, not from an increase 
of the receipts, but in a dimiirvtm 
of the expenccs of the year 1S1(^ 
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particularly those of the military 
and naval departments. The proba- 
ble balance in the treasury on the 
31st of December, 1810, is estimated 
at two millions of duilant. Tho ex- 
penditure of the year 1811 is esti- 
mated at an excess of one million of 
dollars, beyond the receipts, which 
may perhaps arise from the fortifica- 
tst>nsin progress indilieient ports of 
iIm? United States. The whole ex* 
penditure for 1811 is estimated at 
only 13,430,01X» dollars, which, at 
the nominal currency of (>s, each, 
barely amounts Xo Jour million ster- 
ling ! Admitting the population of 
America to be only one-half of that 
•f the United kingdom, the ratio of 



taxation in America is little more 
than one-tenth of that of this country. 
Accounts from America convey 
the President's proclamation annex* 
ing Ixnisianna to the territory of the 
United States. In theetiquetteof the 
diplomacy, Mr. Pinckney, iheAme^ 
rican minister here, is desired to 
hold himself in readiness to quit this 
court, unltss a minister of equal 
rank shall be appointed to reside in 
the United States.— West Florida 
has declared herself independent. — 
It is said that America has determin- 
ed to confiscate British property, 
should our orders in council not bQ 
repealed by the 2d of February. 



DOMESTIC lyTELLfGEI^CE. 



At a late meeting of the call^ic 
committee in Dublin on Saturday 
se'nnighty Counsellor O'Gorman pro- 
posed that the members should sub- 
scribe to a pledge in the following 
terms, and which was immediately 
agreed to; — " We, the undersigned 
incrobers of the general committee 
of the catholics of Ireland, do hen> 
by solemnly pledge ourselves upon 
our honours, that we will not, di- 
rectly or indirectly, nsk or receive 
for ourselves or others,, pension, 
place, or title under the government, 
until the total and unqualified eman- 
cipation of our bo<ly shall have beel^ 
lirst .obtained." 

The conduct of certain officers 
who, in violation nf the laWt preven- 
ted the attendance of catholic sol- 
diers,upder their command, at the di- 
vine worshipof their church, and who 
punished those who did atttnd to the 
duties of their religion, lately drew 
from the Dublin prints some observa- 
tions on the enormity as well as the 
impolicy of the offence. On Friday 
last the following general order was 
entered on the orderly books of the re- 
giments doing duty in this Gauhi- 



sox, and was, as will be wen In tb# 
sequf'l, forwarded to every regiment 

in Ireland. 

GENERAL ORVCE. 

DuldiH, Jw. 1811. 
Reports hnving beea circulatifd that 
catholic 8oldiei^ have been prevented 
froin attending divine worship according 
to the tenets of their religion, and otn 
ligcd, in certain instances, to be present 
at that of the established church, the 
commanding officers of the several regi» 
mencs are to be attentive to the prevent 
tion of such practices^ if they have iu 
uny instance existed in the troops under 
their curainand, us they are in violation 
of the orders contained in the circular 
letter of the 14ih oi' May, 1806, and 
since repeated to the arr^y ; and the ca- 
thotic soldierSf as well as those of other 
sects, are to be allowed, m all casa, to 
attend the divine worship of the Almigh' 
(y'accordingto iheir several persuasions, 
when duty does not ifitertere, in the 
same manner^ and under the same regU" 
lutions, as those of' the established church. 
\Vm. Uaymond, Dep. Adj.-Gen. 
N. liAMStY, MaJ. Assist. Adj. Gen. 

Accounts are received at Lloyds, 
stating thak^ive French frigates, uith 
some corvettes, and gun- boats which 
had suikd from Ancoua with suc- 
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CQurs f(»r Corfu, enteced the small 
s<^a(-port town of Lissa^ and seized 
lipon ajl the vessels in the harbour, 
aou^untiug io number to about 120 
of ditferent siaeSi aud carried them 
Io Salpctro. 

A meeting baa been held at Lloyd's 
Coiler<«hoase, of the underwriters 
concerned in policies on Baltic ships. 
The committee laid before tbe mtrt- 
M'g t^c particulars disclosed to them 
ip the course of their ioquirics, when, 
according to this representation, it 
¥ras slated that for 30 ships in only 
pffc port of the Bahio, false, papers 
of condemnation had been procured 
to establish the claims of the pro« 
prietors of the merchandize against 
the assurers. 

Among the many evils resulting 
from the present suspension of tbe 
executive power of this country, is 
the crowded state of his Majest/s 
gaoU^ .Newgate. Every session 
^ds from^4Q/ to 50 unfortunate in- 
dividuals to share the fate of those 
who have beeB previously confined 
to tfaft'dBcary abode. A vessel has 
been taken up hy government for 
the conveyance of the convicts to 
Kew South Wales, but no removal 
can take place until the royal sanc- 
tion is given for such removal. It 
is to be hoped that this will be a- 
Riong the first considerations of gcH 
vemment, on the restoration of the 
executive power. The following is 
a statement of the numbers and sen- 
tences of those under confinement : 
—75 under sentence of death ; 8 to 
be transporti'd for life ; 6 to be trans- 
ported for 14 years ; 137 to be trans- 
ported for 7 years ; 107 to be im- 
prisoned for various periods — ^Total 
tried 333. There are 121 for trial at 
the present Old Bailey Sessions — and 
about 320 debtors— Total 774. 



REGENCT BILL. 

The following are the Heads of the 
principal clauses in ths bill : — 

Prince of Wale* to exercise the royal 
authority, subject to rettrictioos. 



Present appointments to Remain uoti) 
tbe Regent declare to the contrary. 

Upon his Mfljesty's recovery, and de- 
claration of his pleasure to resume his 
authority, this act to cease, and no act 
done urider it aftertwards to be valid. 

Any acts, orders, appointments, he 
previously made or anne under it, ta 
be in force until countermanded by hit 
Majesty. 

No act of the Regent to be validy un- 
less done in the name of his Majesty, 
and according to the provisions A toe 
act. 

Regent to take an oath to administct 
tbe law according to the act. 

Regent to be deemed a person hold- 
ing an office in trust, and to take tbe 
oath, and make the declaration relating 
ta such persons as hold places of tmsf, 
before the privy council. 

Regent to be restrained from granting 
peerages or summoning beira-apparent, 
or appointiag to titles in abeyance, «m- 
til the 1st of Febniarjr, 1819^ 

Regent to be restrained from granting 
offices in reversion, or for looker period 
than during pleasure, except those which 
' are bv law granted for life, or dariif 
good behaviour, and except penaioDi to 
Chancellor, Judges, Stc* 

Regent not to be empowered to giva 
tbe royal assent to any bill, to repeal 
any bill for varying tbe order and cooise 
of succession to tlie crown« 

The Regent to reside in tbe United 
Kingdom, and not to marry a Papist. 

Care of his Mojeaty's person, and ap- ' 
pointment of a suitable part of hit boose- 
hold, to be vested m her Majesty. 

Her Majesty to be assisted by a 
council. 

Her Majesty^s council to meet sama 
time in April next, and on tbe 6rst day 
of (^ery third month «fter, and dedare 
the state of bis Majesty's health ; a copy 
of which shall be transmitted to the 
president of the privy council aud pub- 
lished in the London Gazette, 

Her Majesty's- council may exaroioe 
the physicians in attendance on oath. 

Her Majesty and council to notify his 
Majesty's recovery by instnunent seat 
to tbe privy council. 

The privy council to assemble aad 
enter tbe said instrument. 

After such instrument his Majesty 
may, hy sign manual, require the privy 
council to assemble. 

If his Majesty, by the advice of suck 
privy council, so assembled, shall sig* 
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tiify his plefliure 16 resnroe the pei^ 
lonal exercise of his reyid aothority, 
a preclamauoa shall be bsued accor- 
dingly. 

Such proclamation, countersigned by 
the said ^ of the said privy coun- 

cil, together with the other proceedinssy 
to be sent to the lord Mayor, and tue 
present act to cease. 

In the case of the death of the Re- 
geat, or o( her Majesty, or of the re- 
sumption by the King, parliament, if 
prorogued or adjourned, to meet and 
sit, or if dissolved, the members of the 
last parliament to meet and sit again. 

Parliament so met, not to sit longer 
than months. 

In the case of the death of her Ma- 
jesty, the care of his Majesty's person 
to be vested in her council. 

COMMON COUNCIL OP LONDON. 

A court of common council was 
held at Guildhall on Tuesday the 
8th, when a petition to the two 
houses of parliament was resolved 
upon, stating that the prerogatives 
of the crown seemed no less neces- 
sary to a Regent than to a King, 
and praying that the Prince of Wales, 
might be " invested with all the pre- 
rogatives of the regal office, whether 
they relate to the exercise of sub- 
stantial power, or to the genuine 
lustre of the King, and of a free peo- 
ple." — Messrs. Mawman and Slade 
were in favour of the resolutions ; 
Mr. S. Dixon condemned the intro- 
duction of the Prince's name to in- 
fluence the discussions in that court. 
— Mr. Waithman, at considerable 
length, and with his usual eloquence, 
replied to the preceding speakers a- 
gainst the resolutions ; and was sup- 
ported by Messrs. Spencer, Wheble, 
and Heygate; and opposed by Messrs. 
Jacks and J. Dixon. — ^The question 
on Aid. Birch's amendment was then 
put, and negatived without a divi- 
sion ; as was also the previous ques- 
tion moved by Mr. Jacks ; and the 
original question declared carried by 
a very great majority of shew of hands. 
At a numerous meeting of the Li- 
very, on Wednesday, for the same 
purpose M thatof th« Common Coun- 



cil on the preceding day, TVft. tl^aJth^ 
man opened the discussion, and pro- 
posed a string of resold tions, <tf 
which the following are the sufah> 
stance i — " 

1st. ** That the end and design of all 
political power is to benefit the people^ 
and the prerogatives of (he crown are m 
sacred trust for theh- benefit. 

2dly. ** ThAt the meeting, ther^fort*, 
considered h to be their duty to guard 
(by every constitutional means) ngainA 
all encroachment and innovation opoil 
the just prerogatives of the crown. 

Sdly. *^ That anxious as they wefe to 
remove every species of undue influence 
and corruption from the house of Com- 
mons, which has been the source of all 
the national calamities, the nreethi^g 
were^ notwithstanding, desirous of prf^ 
servujg the just prerogatives of the crown. 
4thly. " That lamenting in common 
with the rest of his subjects, the unhappy 
calamity which afflicted his Majesty, 
they contemplated with pleasure the 
amiable qualities of the Pnnce of Wnles, 
and they considered him perfectly quali- 
*6ed to execute the office of Il^eut of 
the kmgdom during the indisposition of 
his Majesty. 

5thly. " That the imposing of any re- 
striction upon the authority of his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, as Re- 
gent, was highly dangerous and uncon- 
sticutioual, and tended Co establish m 
new estate in tlie kingdom, to controut 
and counteract the executive govern- 
ment, at a time when efficiency is pecu- 
liarly wanted. 

eihly. " That the meeting viewed witli 
indignation the attempts which had been 
made to degrade the Sovereign authority 
by men who had not only disregarded 
the constitution, hut to add to the cata- 
logue of their crimes, assumed to them- 
selves ^he exercise of the kingly functions. 
7thly. " That the resolution of the two 
houses^ of parliament to pay money from 
the exchequer without the order of his 
Majesty, appearing dangerous, and sub- 
versive of the Biitish constitution ; they 
would therefore recommend to the two 
houses to follow the precedent of 1688, 
by addressing his royal highness the 
Prince of Wales to take upon himself 
the civil, military, and financial govern- 
ment of the country, free from all re- 
straint or restriction.^ 

Mr. Favel supported the resolu- 
tions, the four first of which were 
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carried unanimously. Ob the fifth 
Ibiing put — 

Sir tV, Curtis, Sir C Price^ and 
Sir /. ShaWy each attempted to jus- 
tify the part they had taken in par- 
liament (being three of the city mem- 
bers), which excited much disap- 
probation. 

Mr. Alderman Combe approved of 
all the resolutions. 

Mr. Alderman IFood congratu- 
lated the Livery on the proceeding's 
of the Common Councihhe preceding 
day, and he trusted that the speedy 
downfall of that system which had 
so long governed the city would soon 
follow. lie dwell with severity on 
the conduct of ministers, who had 
added \200 millions to the national 
debt, and insulted the Corporation 
and Livery of L<)n<l<>n, and concluded 
by heartily supporting theresoluiions. 

The 5ih, 6ih, and 7th resolutions 
were then put and curried in ihe 
affirmative. 

Mr. Waithman then read a peti- 
tion, founded upon the foregoing re- 
solutions, to be presented to both 
houses of parliament, which was 
unanimously agreed to, and ordered 
to be signed by the Lord Mayor, 4 
aldermen, and 10 liverymen. 

It was then moved and carried, 
that the four representatives of the 
city be instructed to support the 
petition in the house of Commons, 
and oppose all restrictions which 
might be proposed to be put upon 
the Regent. 

The thanks of the livery were then 
voted and carried to Mr. Alderman 
Combe, for his general conduct in 
parli^lment, and particularly during 
the late discussions ; to Thomas 
Smith, Esq. late Lord Mayor of the 
city, for bis able and impartial con- 
duct while chief magistrate of the 
city ; to Mr. Waithman and Mr. 



Favel, for their conduct duriag that 
day ; and to the right bon. the Lord 
Mayor, for his readiness in codvcd- 
i?i^ the livery, and his impartial con- 
duct in the chair. — ^The meeting was 
then dissolved. 



By the Irish papers it appears that 
the catholic committee at Dublin 
have discarded Lord GTcnvillc,(who 
sacrificed their interest to become 
Chancellor q{ Oxford) and resolved 
that the petition should be presented 
to the house of Lords by the Earl 
of Donoughmore, and to the house 
of Commons by Mr. Grattan. The 
Prince of Wales's name is thus tised 
by Mr.O'Connel— *' His royal higb- 
ness's sentiments oh this subject 
were neither concealed nor doubt* 
ful. He has communicated them, 
as become him, unequivocally and 
without disguise, amongst others, to 
catholics of rank and respectability. 
We therefore d© not proceed on pre- 
carious grounds, when we announce 
emancipation as at hand. The 
word of the Prince is pledged — we 
require not, neither could wc have 
any more ceilain guarantee. We 
know that his understanding, clear, 
manly, and unimpaired, cannot be 
imposed on, nor his conscience sur- 
prised by any idle or unfounded 
scruple." 

Price of Stocks. Jan. th. 



Bank Stock, 242 
3 per Cent Red. 66f 

3 per Cent Cons. 66 

4 per Cent 83} 

5 per Cent Navy, 99J 
Long Ann. 17 

India Stock, ITTt 
India Bonds 25». p. 
Excheq. Bills 4s. p. 
Omnium 4j dis. 
Lottery Tickets 21/. 14«. 
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Erratum io our last Number.- 

Vott/ME THE F1GUTH. 
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AMERICA, state of l|ie representation 
in, xxvi — not disgraced by a ciril 
establishment of religion, xxvii — eco- 
nomy of the government in, compared 
nitli this country, ibid — has preserved 
to herself for the last SO years the 
blessings of peace, xxviii — >tbe repre- 
sentative gofernmcnt of, has failed 
to introdace a system of corruption 
and abuse, ib. 

Amiens, the treaty of, broken in the 
most unjust measure by the British 
minister, Ixii 

Arden, Lord, his '* freehold** linecnre, 
^xxvi 



Bank of England, the law respecting the 
•ttspensioQ of ca&h-payments of, ought 
to be repealed, xxx|^iialvii — ful6U 
its promises by breaking them, and 
making others equally brittle, xl — 
has been the sinews and life blood of 
the war, xli — the directors acted 
KPisf/y, according to Lord Grenville, 
in Slopping payment, xliii — a profiu 
able coticern to the proprietors, li — 
impossibility of its paying its notes 
but with other notes while the war 
continues, Ixi 

Baring, Sir Francis, his evidince before 
the bullion committee, xtv 

Bernard, St. his reply to one of his fol- 
lowers on being consulted if he might 
hold two benefices, xxxiv 

Bonaparte, his increased and increasing 
territory, as opposed by the powers 
of the present ministry, creates un- 
utterable terrors, ii.iii 

Borough-mongers, described by Mr. 
Wbitbread as the suckers of the 
^est blood of the hotise of Commous, 
TOL. V^I. 



XX ii — any compensation to tbem op- 
posed by Mr. Fox, xxiii 

Brand, Mr. in his (Tlan of reform, pro* 
poses a compensation to borough- 
mongers, xxii — hit motion rejected 
by a majority of two to one, xxiii — 
remarks that the house of Commons 
was not the representative of the 
people of England, xxiv — his motion 
opposed because it was not sufficient- 
ly specific, xxix — pledges himself^ to 
bring forward bis motion again and 
again, xiz 

Britain, the blood of, lavished to sup- 
port the old corrupted governments 
of Europe, Iv. 

Brougham, Mr. extract from his admi- 
rable speech on an attempt made by 
some Liverpool wretches to revive 
the slave trade, xxii 

Buckingham, Marquis of, hib sinecure, 
xxxvi 

Bullion committee, review of tbe re- 
port of the, xxxvii— trace our diffi- 
culties to the scarcity of specie and 
the increase of paper currency, lix — 
recommend the bank to resume its 
payments in specie, Ixi 

Burdctt, Sir Francis, a pattern of every 
social, domestic, and private virtue, 
xiii — -^rees with Lord Erskinc con- 
cerning parliamentary privilege, xv 
— his opmion respectmg the right of 
the house of Commons to appoint a 
Regent, controverted, Ixxxix 

Burnet, Bishop, complained of the non- 
residence of the clergy in his time, 
xxxiv 

C. 

Camden, Earl, his sinecure, xxxvi 
Caoniog, Mr. bis abn^ of tlie friends 
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tf rtfbrtiiy txiii— Btiertfl thftt there 
was jAo necessity for any, and that 
the boase of Commottfl was all that 
the honestly patriotic could wisb^xxiv 
<— haughtily rejected erery overture 
for peace, Ixi 

Catholic claims, review of parliamen- 
tary proceedings relative to, xvi 

Chorchjl <the, if not reformed, must be 
mioeo, xiv 

Clergy, additional grant to the, xxxi— 
might have been done without bur- 
dening the people, xtxi— the higher 
clergy <M)nvenieDt tools to every suc> 
ceeding minister, xxxii — non-resi- 
dence of the, xxxiii — not one. or any 
part of the three esutes of the realm, 
Ixxxvii noU 

Colonics, Spanish, the spirit of free- 
dom bursts forth in the, Ivii — con* 
duct of England to ihe, Iviii 

Committee -reports, generally rendered 
useless, if unfavourable to ministers, 
xxxvii 

Cortes, proclamation for assemliltng the, 
Ixiv — wisdom of their first proceed- 
ings, lxv-*^tablisli a free press, Ixvi 
— ttic assembling of recommended by 
Marquis WelMey, Izvi — benefits «- 
rising from the assembly of the, Ixii 

Country banks, generally as safe as tbe 
bank of England, xlix 

Courier, curious apology for the ex- 
cesses of the English army, Ixxvi— 
Its scandalous abuse of the royal fe- 
m%, civ— «tio/e 

D. 

Doddington^ enormous value of tbe rec- 
tory of, xxxii 



Edinburgh Reviewf rs, the scholars and 
pfcrtizans of Grenville and Grey, Xxiv 

Erskine, Lord, entertains just senti- 
ments concerning pfirliamentary pri* 
vilege, XV — differs from Lord Grey, 
XV— xvi 



Ferdinand, the restoration of, pledged 

by ministers, Iviii 
Finance, the committee of, inculcate 

the necessity of reform, lix 
Fox, Mr. opposed stenuously any cnni- 

pensation to borouishmongers, xxiii 

Franrp. h*»r i»xr»rhiti»nr nnwpr nnd* in- 



sent greatness to the folly aiwl wick* 
ednets of her enemies, and will ens* 
tinue to thrive in proportion to tbe 
hostile means resorted to to oppress 
her, t6.— tbe power of eno rm ou sly 
increased, Ixii — many years belbre 
she has a navy to rivhl us, Ixiii 
Franklin, Dr. assertion of, respectiof 
Uie political writers of his day^ Ixxiii 

O. 

Goldsmid, Mr. his evidence befiirt the 
bullion committed, xliv 

Orattao, Mr. hurts the catholic cause 
by his language respecting thm vtU, 
xviii 

Grenville,Lord, conveniently indiaposed 
during the debates on the catholic 
daims,^ xvii — agrees with Perceval m 
preventing tlie just ckiros of the ca- 
tholics, xviii — administration, their 
measures canvassed and censared,ir.T 

Grey, Lard, strictures on hit motioQ 
for an address on the state of the na- 
tion, i— pleads for war and the frieade 
df war, lii — - his description of the 
power and mflnence of France, vii— 
nis gross inconsistencies pointod one, 
viii — begins to retract tome of his 
former sentiments respecting reform- 
viii.ix— conscious of his degradation 
in tbe minds of the people, xi — ad* 
vised how to regain his po^olaritn 
xii — expresses himself ambigoovsfy 
on religion, xiii — his opinion respect- 
ing parliamtfUtary privilegiiy t¥ 

H. 

Huskisson, Mr. his oonfossion respect* 
ing tb% war, Ixi 

I.J. 

IncomMajc, doubled by the Whig mtsH 
•try, V 

L-eland, much oppressed by her ene- 
mies as France ever was by Robei- 
pierre, xix 

Jackson, Randal, reminds tbe bank- 
stock proprietors of their warlike 
achievements, xli — declares notes to 
be as intrinsically valuable as guiness, 
xliv — in.Milts the public by demand- 
ing money given away to fore%B 
princes, lit 
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loltency of the bank of Entkmd^ in 
Feb, 1797 ; happily rdiered bj the 
(krce of the Doldraaly zzxii— -refleo 
tioDs on his illnesty Ixxxi — has never 
been op|XMed bj parliament^ \ixxii 
Knox, Hon, J. his sinecure, sun 



licences, the number of, for disseotiog 
chapels, alarming to some of our se- 
nators, zxxiv 

Lisbon^ the merchants of, in a state of 
alarm respecdn); tli# result of the 
campaign, W — conspiracy «t, againsC 
the Anglish^ ixxni 

Liverpool, Lord, his prophetic vaunting 
relative to the suhjuitation of Prance, 
i— comments of the Mornine Chroni- 
cle on the failure of h\% lordship's 
predictions, ii — concurs with Lord 
Orey'i sentiments on parliamentary 
privilegOi x? 

Marlborough, Lord Wellington, stiled 
a second, Ixxviii 

Mas^na, misrepresentations of tlie pa- 
pers on the state of his army, Ixix — 
laughed at by Lord Wellington, lixiii 
—-joined by Drouet, Ixxiv — patience 
with which his army endured starving, 
Ixxv --claims the victory of Busaco, 
ib, 

Mathew, General, entertains just ideas 
of catholic freedom, xviii.xix 

Melville, Lord, his sinecure, xxxv 

Merle, Mr. his evidence before the 
bullion committee, xliv 

Ministers, would ** shed more blood," 
if they had more guineas, xliii 

Momin|; ^Chronicle, in a dilemma re- 
specting the opposite opinions of 
Lords Grey and Erskine on parlia- 
mentary privilege, XV 

Morning Post, attacks unmercifully the 
country bdnks, xlix — presents iu 
readers with a plan for the deliverance 
of Europe, Ix — its reasons for'again 
c«;lebratmg the jubilee, Ixviii— charges 
Bonaparte with a detestable vice, Ixix 
— vaio boasting of the, Ixxii — retracu 
a little, Ixxvii 

N. 

Nation, review of parliamentary pro- 
ceedings concernmg the state of the, 
Lxvi»»the honour of, sacrificed to the 



Eurpose of every sudSbodtog ninisie^, 
lii— ruined without peace and re* 
form, Ixii-Hoaelaocholy prospects for 
thei Ixxx 
National debc^ annoal increaie of the, 
Ifiii 

O. 

Opposition, the members of, stgh M 
their former places^ ili-^when ia 
power did not pursue much better 
measures than tne Pitt ministry, iv 

Owen, f Rev. John, an evangelical pta^ 
ralift^ xzxiv 

P. 

Paper-money, an -excess of, and why, 
xxxvii — amount of, manufactured by 
the hank of England, and at otliel* 
manufactories, xi — the support of 
war, xli— occasions ruinous commer- 
cial speculations, xlv — has occasion- 
ed a rise in landed estates, rents, 
Kaupers and poors rates, xliv — tiU 
itely of no real value in law, xlviii 

{parliaments, shortening their duration 
an essential reformation, xxxi-^a 
motion for that purpose will bring to 
the test those moderate reforasert 
the old Whigs, xxxi 

Peace, petitions for, recommended, vi . 
— can alone enable the bank co fol- 
fill its promises to* the public, xlviii 
—-no idea of, entertained by the 
leading parties cither in or out of ad-' 
ministraUon, lix — will never be made 
on terms so advantageous as it might 
have been under the Grenville admi- 
nistration, Ik — ^necessity of petition* 
ing for, Ixi-ydoubtfol if it can ever 
now be obtained upon what are called 
honourable terms, Ixii-— necessity in 
seeking, Ixiii 

Perceval, Mr. exults in the accession of 
power by the defection or the blun- 
ders of Grenvilie and Qrattan re- 
specting the catholic claims, xviii— 
his remarks on the non-residence of 
the clergy, xxxiii — follows the same 
line of conduct as Pitt did respecting 
the Regency, Ixxxvi 

Pitt, Mn wasted more, lives in foreign 
wars, than Louis XIV. and aimed at 
more innocent lives than Henry VIIL 
ix — once declared that no honest man, 
according to the present system, 
could continue minister, x— effects 
of his plan in forcing the hank to stop 
payment, xl— exncnce of his warsL. 
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ill — was often warned bjpthe bank di« 
* rectbnno't to takeaway their guineas, 
xlii— when in his early days he Wought 
forward his plan of reform, proposed 
robbini^ the nation of a. Biitiion of 
money as a compensation to borough* 
monf^ers, xxiii — pledged the royal 
word that the Netherlands should ne- 
ver form a part of France, Ivi — his 
arrogance to France during the last 

, ^ar, Ixi 

Ponsoaby, Mr. only friendly to reform 
as a means of getting liimself and 
friends into power, xx'w 

Portugal, distressing state of, through 
the ravages of the armies, Ixxvi 

Privileges of parliament, how under- 
stood by lords Grey and Erskine, xiv 



worthy the confidence of bis oonsti- 

tuents, xxn 
Sidmoutby lord, bif proposed motioB 
t' relative to dissenters, i^ix 
Sinecure offices, report respecting proves 

the nec^ity of a change of system, 

XXX? 

Selkirk, Lord, bis opinion respecting re- 
form, xxvi 

Septennial act, the necessity of abolish- 
ing it, uniformly agreed to by the 
friends of reform, xxi 

Seymour, Lord R. bis sinecure, xxxvi 

Specie, cause of the scarcity of, xir 

Stanhope, Lord, his remarks oo the in- 
crease of dissenters, XXXV 

Statesman, ietter from the, m tme pic- 
ture of the British artny in Spain, Itxv 

Steele, Hon. T. his sinecure, xxxvi 



Eeform, accord ing to Lord Grey, to be ob- 
tained by confiding power and confi- 
dence to those who want reforming ! ! , 
ix — what sort of one Lord Grey wants, 

. z— what is really wAuted, i6.— even cor- 
rupt ministers acknowledge its necessi- 
ty, xi — parliamentary, proceedings on 
the subject of, xxi.xxxi-lhe advocates 
of it agree in the necessity of restoring 
to the people what they were robbed 
of by the septennial act, xxi — shallow 
excuses of its enemies, as if the boose 
were obliged to adopt every rash pro- 
ject which might be brought forward, 
xxix 

Regency, of little consequence where 
tne power is lodged white the present 
system is continued, Ixxix— debates 
on the, Ixxxiv.xciii 

Restriction bill, bank, consequences at- 
tending it, xxxix 

Right ot the representative bodies to 
appomt a Regent asserted, Ixxxvi.xci. 
xciii 

Romilly, Sir Samtiel, his just character 
of Mr. Pitt, 

Rose, Geoi^e, his answer respecting his 
sinecure, xxxvi 

S. 

Saville, Sir George, a virtuous and con- 
sistent patriot, xi 

Shakespeare, on fiattery being the curse 
of kings, Ixxxii 

Sheffield, the inhabitants of, resolved 
that Iiord Milton, by his late conduct 
m parliament, had insult(*d the people 
of England and rende^d himself un- 



Tlemey, Mr. unfiriendly to pariia 
tary refoim, xxiv 

Thanksgiving prayer, language of it ex* 
ceptionafale, Ixxx 

Times, speculations on the victory of 
Buzaco by the, Ixx — apology for de- 
luding the public, Ixxiv 

Toleration act. Lord Sidmouth*s motktt 
respecting the, nix 

Treaty, between Great Britain and Por- 
tugal, Ivi — pledged by it never, to 
make peace till the Pnncc-Regent is 
restored to the possession of bis 
throne, Ivi 

V. 

Vimeira, victory at, followed by t^ spe^ 
dy retreat, Ixxiii 

w. 

War, general and concise view of the 
state and prospects of, xx — supported 
by paper money, xli — review of the, 
liii.Ixviii — the object of it the deliver- 
ance of Spain and POi tugal, liii — im- 
possible to retrench our expeores 
while it continues, lix — unsuccessful 
under every succeeding ministry, Ix 
Wellesley, Marquis, his sinecure, xixvi 
Wellington, Lord, the knight-errant of 
ministers, liv— his glorious victories 
followed by a precipitate retreat, »*. 
stiled by the Morning Post " a second 
Marlborough,'' Ixxii — speedily re- 
treats from Vimiera^aftn gaimng s 
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Tictory there, lixiii~-gloriau8 end of 
the third campaigo in Portugal, Uxviii 

Whitbread, Mr. declares his aversion to 
borough-moogers, or to any compen- 
sation being allowed to them, xxiii— I 
the want of reform has been the loss 
of America and th^ alienation of the 
colonies, zxvi\ 

Wilberforce, Mr, votes for reform with 
doubts and fears as to its consequences 



xxiv — disavows any connection with 
the friends of reform, xxiv— -strictures 
upon it, XXXV — his inconsistency in 
makiug high professions of Christianity 
and being the zealous defender of the 
worst actions of ail adniioistratiuns,— 
witness the Copenhagen expedition, 
XXV — always a firm supporter of tb* 
Pitt and Perceval administrations, 
xxvi— cviii * 
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ALEXANDER of Russia, opens a loan 

in bank assignats for the extinction 

of the national debt, 57 
Algerine ambassador, arrival of the, 451 
Algiers, the Dcy of, purchases peace 

fbr two years, 150 
Araboyna, capture of, 1118 
Amelia, princess, death of the, 3^3— - 

funeral,^ t^ 
America, affairs of, 40.317.396^7— 

flourishing state of the revenue, 513 
Amsterdam, declared the third city of 

the French empire, 39-Frenc)i troops 

quartered on the inhabitants, 54 
Aoec^^te, of T. Paine, 70— of an Irish- 

onan, grateful for a flogging, S98 
Antwerp, a powerful arsenal esublisbed 
. there by Bonaparte, 38 
Argus, the concluding number of the, 

on English affairs, 166 
Aris, Governor, dismisjsal of, 218 
Ashby D. White, case of, quoted by the 

committee of precedents on parlia- 

nentary privilege, 46 



B. 



Baldock, chief-justice to Edward II. 
hung, 325 

Bankers aad merchants meet to assist 
their distressed brethren, 68 

Belgium, its union with France has de- 
stroyed the independence of Holland, 
36 

Bell, Col. tried at Madras, and found 
guilty on all charges but one, 60 

Berkshire, reform meeting, 331 
TOL. vui. . 



Bernedottc, biographical note concern- 
ing, 181 — chosen crown-prince of 
Sweden, 315— his letter to the old 
king of Sweden, 386— his entrance 
into Sweden, and speech, 359387-^ 
grant to him of the prince regency, 

• 390 

Berwick upon Tweed, reform meet* 
ing, 121— counter-meeting, 123 

Blockade, Spanish order of, 216 

Bonaparte, report to hira by Champap- 
ny, on the annexation of Holland to 
France, 36 — projet of his decree re- 
lating thereto, 39 — his answer to tlie 
Dutch deputies, 2U— his decree 8- 
gainst British merchandize, 359.360 
— distracted smte of his family, ac- 
cording to the Courier^ 409 

Bonaparte, Isle of, captured, 292 

Boyd, ship, its captain and crew mas- 
sacred at New Zealand, 59 

Buenos Ayres, revolution in, 307 

Bullion committee, report as delivered 
to parliament, 157 — 164 — curious 
particulars relative to, 299 

Burdett, Sir F. address of the inhabi« 
tants of SheflScId to him, 50— his an- 
swer to the address of the livery of 
London, 51 — his action against the 
Speaker, &c. not to be tried at the 
bar of the court, 60 — motion respect* 
ing his arrest, 98 — letter to him from 
Berwick upon Tweed, 192 — pleasing 
anecdote respecting, 155 <— remarks 
on the case of, 232 — address to, from 
Canterbury, 331 — from Reiading, 332 
«*-law proceedings in the case of, 369 
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I^nrdoo, Mr^ his letter on Inclosurct, 
J26--on the Privileges of the house 
ofConinion8,45.1^9-— on the Nacuro 
and Necessity of Reform, 253 

Burnet, Bishop, his remarks on ecclesi- 
astical abuses, 44 



Canada, accounts from, indicatinft « 
revolutionary disposition in the Bri- 
sish colonies, 61 

Cannibals of tlie Fijee isJands, a horrid 
massacre by, 58 

Curraccas, one of ttie first amount the 
Spanish colonies to assert its inde- 
pendence, 40— rhappy consequences, 
ufthe rerolution in, 56 

Catalani, Madame, extrHvni;ani terms 
of her engaftement at the Opera, 222 

(iaiholic question, petitions, debates, 
&c. relative to, 7.2985 — king, ori|;in 
of the title of, 146 — SDldiers, in Ire- 
land, allowed to worship at their own 
churches, sfS 

Charles, son of Louis Napoleon, created 
Grand Duke of Berg, 58 

China, law in, 452 

Christians, why they ought to concern 
themselves with politics, 43 

Ciudad Rodrigo, invested by Massena, 
57 — capture of, 146 

Clarendon, Lord, passage from his his- 
tory concerning the King's preroga- 
tive and the privileges of the house of 
Commons, 328 

Claveriogi Gen. bullietLord Folkstoney 
481 

Clergyman of Wales, compelled to en- 
list for support, 221 , 

Cloth, £iigli««h, great reduction io the 
price of, 223 

Cobbett, Mr. and others, judgment a- 
gainst, 61.62 

Colonial produce, in Hollend, on what 
terms to be imported into France,39 

Colling, Mr. Charles, his improvements 
in the managing oi cattle, 298 

Commercial distre&s, general view of, 69 

Canimia0e of precedents, on parlia- 
mentary privili-.ges, documents pro- 
duced bp them, examiiied, 45 

Common council, of London, debates 
on the Regency, 515 

Commons, houi>e of, (heir privileges 
discussed, 46 — when they first ex- 
erted their power of committing for 
defamation, 47 — resolutions on the 
public expenditure, 248 — the people 



will never submit to be outlawed by 
its own representatives, 323 

CommoTion, dreadful, at Newport, I»W- 
of Wight, 293 

Concigo, proceedings in the Spani^ 
Cortex relative to the, 3S5 

Confession, a courtier's, 182 

Conflagration, dreadful and extensive, 
in the kingdom of Ava, 512 

Conservative senate, of France, decree 
of, for the conscription for 1811,507 
— for a maratime conscripiioo, 509 

Constantinople, official bulletins frooi, 
288 — insurrection at, and slaughter 
of the janissaries, 509 

Coore, Sir Eyre, treiiclierously arrests 
Mr. O'Connor, 173 

Const itttiioii, enlarged sense of the 
word, 195 

Convents, &c. abolished in Prussia, 394 

Cortes, pr*)clamations, for assembling 
the, 39. 188— meeting of the, 285— 
inauguration, 301 -^ th^ oath, ib. — 
proceedings, 30i 378.386 — declare 
the sovereignty to reside with iheoi, 
305— form oi their decrees, 80^— 
decree against their accepting places 
or pensions, 307 — liberty of the pjesi 
379 

Cotton, Sir .Robert, on the state of the 
kingdom, 909 

Courier, answer of the, to the Mooi- 
tuur's remarks respecting the cartel, 
39$— remarks oo a curious passage 
in, on the character of a jacobiO|409 

Coventry, reform meeting, 261 

Cow^ox, confirmation of the Taloe of, 
166 

Craddock and Joy, trial of for a Tibeli 
449 

Crops, every where abundant, OS 

Cumana, supreme junta of, their ottoi- 
festo, 40 

Curtis, Robert, — See Courts ouirtial 

Custotu-hooses, Dutch, incorpomlf^ 
with those of France, 39 

D. 

Day, newspaper, judgment on the sdi* 
tors of, 466 

Decrees of Berlin and Milan, revoca- 
tion of, the unpleasant predieameoi 
this country js placed in, in coos^ 
qucnce thereof, 360 

Derr^, Bishop of, bis ioforaiatioD ^ 
gamst s^eral nawspapers for a libel, 
368 
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Dialogue, between a gentleman and a 

' farmer, on Governmnnt, by Sir W. 

Jones, 229 
Dick, Mr. Quintin, ordered to vacato 

his seat lor not vutinii; in favoar of 

the Duke of York, 234 
Diogenes, on the slow progress of reli* 

gious knowledge, 42 
Dover Clff, fall of, 450 
Drary, Adm. dispi^tches from, at Ma* 

dras, announcing the capture of the 
" pirate town of Has al Kyma, 57 
Dubost, versut the Rev. Mr. Bereiford, 

446 
Duels fought, 221.222 

E. 

Earthquake in Hungary, 361 

j&lectiuu, violating the freedom of, high 
treason, 323 

Edinburgh Review, character of Mr.^ 
Pitt, from the, 128 

Eogiand, the King of, a perjured man 
when he violates the Great Charier, 
324 

English constitution, an inquiry into 
the, 257— docs not take date from 
the Revolution, but existed long be- 
fore, 318 

Erskine, Lord, his argument on par- 
liamentary privilege eulogized by Sir 
F. Burdett, 52 — his noble declaration 
relative to the sovereignty of the law, 
327 ^ 

Examiner, the, its character of Mr. 
Windham, 138 

Expenditure, public, resolutions of the 
house of Commons on, 24d-»in the 
reign of William HI. 398 



Farming stock, perfection to which it is 
brouKht, 298 

Ferdinand VII. proclamation in his 
name for assembling the Cortez, 89 

Fersen^ Count, murdered in a riot at 
Stockholm, 56 

Fire, alarming one, at a ball given to 
Napoleon and his Empress at Paris, 
53 

Forum, British, — Sec Jones, Mr. J, G. 

France, afiPairs of, 312.453 — annexa- 
tion of Holland to, 36 — decree pro- 
hibiting the importation of grain to 
Kngland trum certain parts of the 
empire, 53 — operations of the armies 
•/, in Spain, 54 — decree suppressing 



eighteen bishoprics of Rome and 
Trassimere;» 55-— imperial decree re- 
specting new duties, 148 — copy of a 
letter to Gen. Armstrong, 149---preg- 
nancy of the Empress, 357 
Friend?, society of, yearly epistle of 
the, 70 

G. 

Gardiner, Mr. Richard, extract of a 
letrer from, exhibit ing the virtue of 
Mr. Winclimm when in office, 142 

Gearv, Sir William, his excellent letter 
on parliamentary reform, 419 ', 

Goal, number of person« committed to, 
in Entfland and Wule% 153 

Goldfttiiid, Mr. A. suiiden death of, 294 

Grenville, Lord, msrHllatfon of at Ox- 
ford, 67 — discarded by the catholrct 
at Dublin, 516 

Grenville, Mr. his collection of mine- 
rals, valued, 153 

Gro»e, Sir NH;»h, his treatment of the 
Editor of the Independent Whi^, 324 
— intimates that judges are impec- 
cable, 324 

Giistavus, late King of Sweden, arrival 
of in this Country, 365 

H. 

Harvest, thanksgiving prayer for the, 
365 

Hntsell, Mr. quoted on the prorogativa 
of parliament, 343 

Heligoland, deplorabfe state of trade 
in, 358 

Heresy, defined, 336 — popery the 
greatest, ib, 

Holland, affairs of, 35.131.458 — resig- 
nation of the King of, 35 — declara* 
tiuii of the council of regency, 36— 
report, on its annexation to France, 
«^,— 39— the king's address to the le- 
gislative body, 131 — proclamntinn by 
order of the French Emperor. 134— 
the King's communications to hismi« 
nisters, 461- decree relating to the 
national debt, 312 

Hungary, shocks of earthquake felt at, 
57 

L J, 

Inclosures, 126 — a source of increasing 
poiiiilu'ion, 127 — necessity of taxing 
the bills oi solicitors, 127 
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India, sfimirt of, «17 

]ptQlligeDcc» domMtic, 60.151.918.306. 

363.513 — foreign, 53.144.3 tO.379. 

352.436.505 
Inundation, dreadfal at Hawkesbury, 

New South Wales, 391 
Jla«:obinical priociples io France, do* 

fended bj our ministerial wri^trsin 

England, 407 
James II. the judges of, declare to him 

that lie had povrer to suspend the 

law, 337 
Jcffery, the seaman, his deposition^ 

150* — his arrival, 397 
Jetiferics, Jud|/e, his fate, 335 — disco- 

very of his body in St. Mary's, Al- 

dermanbury, 376 
John, King, bis impious proclamation, 

130 — the tyranny which he exercised 

against his barons, 321— a complete 

tory king, 832 
Jupes, Mr. John Gale, trial of, for a 

libel on Lord Casilereagh, 64.371 — 

his sentence, 375 
Jubilee Sermon, lie view of, Mr. Fioch*s, 

273 
Judge, duty of a, 335 — every decision 

aeainst the great cliart^r of no effect 

335 
Jury, trial by, not founded, but re- 
stored by Alfred, 365— the value of 

it well understood by our ancestors, 

365— meeting of the friends of, 44'5 

K. 

Kentish petition, affair of, in which the 
Commons first claimed the fight of 
punishing for libel, 46 

King, particulars of his mdisposition in 
1788, 339— prayer for the, 365 



Leon, Isle of, meeting of tl»e Cortes in 

the, 301 
Libel, oo the law of, 177 — on prosecu- 
. tions fur, from Drakard's Stamford 

News, 399 
Lincoln, dreadful storm in the county 

of, 366 
Liniers, execution of, 439 
Lisle, Countess do, death of, .'^75 
Livery of London,, resolutions on the 

Regency, 515 
London, city, reform meeting, 134 
Lovell, Mr. sentence of, 446 
Louis Nnpoleon, resigns the crown of 

Holland in favour of his eldest son, 35 
Luciea Bonaparte, aurrenders himaelf 



to Mr. Hill, 386— HUTives at Fly* 
mouth, 451 

M. 

Mackenaie, Mr. (ailare of hia negocia* 
tion for an excbaiige of prisoners, 360 

Madi^n, Presideat, bis proclamatioB 
relative to the non-iaterconrse ace, 
&c, 396 — remarks of the National 
Intelligencer on, 397 

Magna Charta, cannot be against par- 
liamentary privileges, nor they agaiusc 
it, 46~-lhe original copy found in the 
hands of a tailor, 70 — secured the 
rights of every rank, 357 — who were 
the *' l^arons*' that formed, 858 — no- 
thing more than the ancient law of 
the land, 359— similar to the petttinn 
of right in the time of King Charles, 
and the bill of rights in that of Wil- 
liam III. 360 — the three estates can- 
not annul or infringe, 363-^curse 
upon all who violated, 368«^^very 
act which violated it, declared void, 
371 — violated by the house of Lords 
in the case of Flower, and by the, 
house of Commons in that of Joner 
and Burdett, 871 — subverted by pre- 
rogative and influence, 318— > four 
versions of, 330 — no man to be im- 
prisoned but by the judgment of his 
peers, 331 — ^violated by King Richard 
iL 331— also by Edward n. James 
n. and Charles I. who were all de- 
posed in consequence, 333 — pleaded 
bv St. Paul, 330 

Malaga, unsuccessful expedition against,^ 
367 

Margaret, Mr. Maurice, return from 
his banishmeut, 366 

Martello towers, cxpence of erecting 
them, 153 

Massacre, by the cannibals of the Fijet 
islands, 58 

Massena, General, his letter to the 
Prince of Wagi am from Ciudad, 54- 
— his address to the Portoguexe, 311 
— his letter to the Prince of Nenin 
chatel, 312— to the Prince of Wi- 
grani, 315 

Mendoia, journal of proceeding in the 
city of, 310 

Monks, decree of Bonaparte againft, 
314 

Idooitcur, remarks of, on a passage ia 
a London paper relative to the ex- 
change of prisoners, 393— answer of 
the Courier to, 393 
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Itf uscaty the Imaom «f, hie Tislt tp tlM 
king's ship Chiffouey 67 

N. 

^a^1et» proclauMitum tm tha mariiM 
amy of, dU 

Navy, British, acconat of, 451 

N«|cociation, between France and Eng- 
land, in 1806, 463 

Neubausel in HaoKary, 300 houses de- 
stroyed there by the explosion ef m 
powder magazine, 57 

Newgate* crowded ttate of, 514 

New York, rapid extent and improve- 

. ment of, 58 

Newspapers, decree for the suppression 
of, at Frankfort, 358 

Notbing-to-do-Gentlemeny 341 



O'Connor, Mr. narrative of, 170— 

sevet the life of his enemy, 173— 

is robbed and plundered, by an hired 

soldiery, 176 
Qldspeecb, Obadiali, his letter to hit 

friend Timothy Troeman, 309 
Orders in council, British, rendered the 

annexation of Holland to France oc* 

cessary, 38 
Orleans, Duke of, hit reception at 

Cadia, 58 
Ormond, Earl of, compounds with go* 

fernment for his butleragc of wines 

in Ueland, 381 
OtahaitOy revolution in, 361 



Paine, Mr. Thomas, anecdote of, and 

Bonaparte, 70 
Paper currency, reflection on English, 

164 — Sir John Sinclair's opinions on. 

Parish officers, information to, 450 

Patriotism, Roman andChrilian united, 
330 

Payne, the banker, killed in a duel 
with Capt. Clarke, 331 

Pariiamen(.ary Register, Lords, report 
of the committee for examining the 
physicians, 431.433.473 — nanies of 
the committee, t6 — state of the na- 
tion, 473 — opening of parliament, 
481 — Commons, budget, 1 — finance 
resolutions, 5 — supplies, 6.80 — pri- 
vileges, 6.93.98. 104-— catholic eman- 
cipation, 7.39.85— parliamentary re- 
formi 10--^ass€9S€d taxes, 36*-ex- 



pulsbn of Hont, 87h 
the King, 37.9^*London p9titi«M^ 
88.100— Canterbury ministerial peti*: 
tion, 39 — Irish coast^ i^-r-cooHnittee 
of supply, ib, — delays m chancery 
appeals, ib, — lottery, , 89.93---grant 
to the clergy, 73/81.93— ^Kingston 
petitions. 74.96— Major Cariwright^a 
petition, 75— droits of admiralty, 76 
—India affairs, 78 — sinecures, ib. — . 
grant to Lords Glenbf rvie and Auck* 
land, 80.90 — Westminster Hall fm*. 
provetnents, 84 — 87 — public expen« 
diture, 87 — transportation of felons, 
88^-€ommittte of naval inquiry, 89—^ 
Berkshire petition, 90— lottery, 93 
— Mr. Windham, 94— ^increase of 
seamen, ib» — Captain Foskett, 95—^ 
—charitable donation bill, 96— Not*. 
tingliam petition, ib. — Rochester pe- 
tition, ib. — liberty of conscience, 96; 
—98 — bullion committee, ib, — Lord 
Colliogwood's monument, 98 — salary 
of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
100 — Coventry petition, 101 — Mid- 
dlesex petition, 101 — Sheffield peti- 
tion, 101.119— courts of admiraky 
103.107.119 — distribution of money 
to officens of the house, 103— at« 
sessed taxes, 104.106 — ^India loan 
bill, 105— Soutbwark petition, 109 
—discharge of Galo Jones, 109— 
slave trade, ib, — vote of credit bill, 
115 — report of the committee for ex- 
amining the physicians, 433.436— 
^-new writ for Limerick, 435 — sut«, 
of the nation and the king's illness, 
488— report on, 434 — regency bill, 
483 — opening of parliament, 489 

Peace, overtures for, from Holland, 458 

Petitioning, on the right of, 198 

Petitions, &c. ft)r parliamentry reform, 
— from Sheffield, 47 — rehitive to pai»» 
liamentary privilege, &c. — ^London, 
38.100.183— 187— €anterbury, 39— 
Kingston, 74.96 — Major Cart wrigbt's, 
75 — Berkshire, 90 — Nottingham, 96 
— Rochester, i6. — Coventry, 101— 
Middlesex, t^.— Sheffield, t6.119— 
Southwark, 109 — Maidstone, 413— 
relative to liberty of conscience, 96— ( 
98 

Pitt, Mr. character of, 138 

Physicians, abstract of their opinions on 
the King's illness, 443 

Plaoentia, Duke of, appointed Lieute* 
nant-Geo. of Holland, 39 — aocotmc 
of his arrival in Holland, 55 

Plans of reform, none wanted but that^ 
which shall revive the law of Bng- 
land, 53 
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BolkicAl knowledfre, remarks on its 
slow pf«grest, 42 

Portugal, treaty of alliance between tlie 
King of England and the Prince Re- 
gent, 191— €)n the conduct of the 
£ngrtsh in, 394 — affairs ot, 190.310. 
S94.430 

Powder nillsi at Dartford, blown op, 
€41 

'Prejodices of education, hinder the pro- 
grees of knowledge, 43 

Prerogative, subvertive of the great 
cbarta, SlS-^-satd to be derived from 
God himself bj the society of the 
Middle Temple, 5^6 —stood with 
one foot upon the gospel and the 
other upon the law, 3^ 

Press, partial liberty oft, in Spnin, 379 

Prince of Wales's answer, to Mr. Per- 
oeval respecting the regency, 479 

Prisoners, articles relative to the ex- 
change, 390 

Privileges of the house of Commons, 
Mr. Burdon's letter on, 45— remarks 
on, 199 — derit^ed from the crown, 
130— ought always to be submitted 
\o the judges, 131 — unnble to s^y 
tbe proceedings at law, 328 

Protest of the royal dokes, 449— of the 
Lords, &c. 47T 

Prussia, affairs of, 394 

Poblicola, his character of Mr, Pitt, 138 



Queen's answer respecting the regency, 
480 



Rain spent, account of a terrible, 991 

^Iph, the histoj^an, asserts ilif British 
nation hns brcn crucified between 
two ihievcfc, 69 

Beform, petitions, debates, &c. rela- 
tive to, 10 — nature and necessity of, 
353 — felt in the reign of Elizabeth, 
ib. — necessity of ail places having a 
representative, 956— England may 
yet flourish if ahe persist in demand- 
ing, 956 

Regency, provisional, of Holland, ap- 
pointed, 35.36 

Regency bill, abstract of, 514 

Religion, the rule of true, the word of 
God, 336— not to be imposed by any 
command, 338 

Review of Finch's Jubilee sermon, 972 
•'-of Bicbeuo*s Fast Sermon^ 976 



Rhine, months of, thfr annexation t« 

France how affecting Holland, 37 
Rocliester, reform meeting, 190 
Rotterdam, causes of the decline of its 

commerce, 37 
Russia, present state of, from Dr. 

darkens travels, 409 — osefolness ol 

titles in, 405 
Russians, their victory over tbe Turks 

on the Danube, 55 
Rutherford, Capt. killed in m duel by 
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